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HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers 
of  the  present  century,  has  said;  “The  history  of  a  country'  is  best  told  in  a 
record  of  the  lives  of  its  people.  ’  ’  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait 
AND  Biographical  Record  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  mustj’ 
records,  and  taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by 
but  few,  our  corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  and  from  their  lips  have 
the  story  of  their  life  struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter 
could  be  presented  to  an  intelligent  public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of 
many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the  imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some, 
commencing  life  in  poverty,  by  industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It 


tells  how  others,  with  limited  advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become 
learned  men  and  women,  with  an  influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who  have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to 
eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in 
every  walk  of  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and  records  how  that  success  has 
usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very  many,  who,  not  seeking 
the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  “  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,’’  content  to 
have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — “  they  have  done  what 
they  could.  ’  ’  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer’s  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  everj’  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country’s 
call  went  forth  valiantly  “  to  do  or  die,’’  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and 
peace  once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  les.son  that 
should  not  be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  .so  much  that  would  never  And  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise 
be  inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity 
possible  given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers 
flatter  themselves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition 
to  the  biographical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  Eor  this 
the  publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give 
the  information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasional!}'  some 
member  of  the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of 
the  interested  one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  lie  found,  though  repeated 
calls  were  made  at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

November,  1895.  C.  O.  Owen  &.  Co. 
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Father  of  our  Country  was  born  in  West- 
fC  nioreland  County,  Va.,  February  22,  1732. 

His  parents  were  Augustine  and  Mary  (Ball) 
Washington.  The  family  to  which  he  belonged 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  traced  in  England. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Washington,  emi¬ 
grated  to  Virginia  about  1657,  and  became  a 
prosperous  planter.  He  had  two  sons,  Lawrence 
and  John.  The  former  married  Mildred  Warner, 
and  had  three  children,  John,  Augu.stine  and 
Mildred.  Augustine,  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
two  of  whom,  Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his  second  mar¬ 
riage,  George  was  the  eldest,  the  others  being 
Betty,  Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles  and 
Mildred. 

Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George, 
died  in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property. 
To  his  eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an 
estate  on  the  Potomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mt. 
\’ernon,  and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  re.si- 
dence.  George  received  onl}'  such  education  as 
the  neighborhood  .schools  afforded,  save  for  a 
short  time  after  he  left  school,  when  he  received 
private  instruction  in  mathematics.  His  spelling 
was  rather  defective.  Remarkable  stories  are 
told  of  his  great  physical  .strength  and  develop¬ 
ment  at  an  early  age.  He  was  an  acknowledged 
leader  among  his  companions,  and  was  earl}- 
noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fairness  and 
veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  fourteen  j'ears  old  he  had  a 
desire  to  go  to  sea,  and  a  midshipman’s  warrant 
was  .secured  for  him,  but  through  the  opposition 
of  his  mother  the  idea  was  abandoned.  Two 


years  later  he  was  appointed  sun’-eyor  to  the  im¬ 
mense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In  this  business 
he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier  life, 
gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  ver}' 
’  essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  nineteen 
j  years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant, with  the 
'  rank  of  Major,  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being 
[  trained  for  active  service  against  the  French  and 
j  Indians.  Soon  after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West 
Indies  with  his  brother  Lawrence,  who  went  there 
to  restore  his  health.  They  soon  returned,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence  died,  leaving  a 
large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter,  who  did  not 
long  survdve  him.  On  her  demise  the  estate  of 
Mt.  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle  as  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia 
was  reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into 
four  military  districts,  of  which  the  northern  was 
assigned  to  Washington  as  Adjutant-General. 
Shortly  after  this  a  ver>'  perilous  mission,  which 
others  had  refused,  was  assigned  him  and  ac¬ 
cepted.  This  was  to  proceed  to  the  French  post 
near  Lake  Erie,  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
The  distance  to  be  traversed  was  about  six  hun¬ 
dred  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand,  and  the  journey 
was  to  be  made  without  military  escort,  through 
a  territory  occupied  b}’  Indians.  The  trip  was  a 
perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  iiearR'  lost  his 
life,  but  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished  a  full 
and  u.seful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  three  hundred  men  was  raised  in  ^brginia  and 
put  in  command  of  Col.  Joshua  P'ry,  and  Maj. 
Washington  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel.  Active  war  was  then  begun  against  the 
PTencli  and  Indians,  in  which  Wa.shington  took 
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a  most  important  part.  In  the  memorable  event  ! 
of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  “Braddock’s  defeat,”  ' 
Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer  of  dis-  ' 
tinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the  , 
day  with  life  and  honor.  j 

Having  been  for  five  years  in  the  militar}*  sen.'-  , 
ice,  and  having  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  ' 
royal  army,  he  took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Ft.  Du-  ! 
quesne  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  | 
valley  of  the  Ohio  to  resign  his  commission.  Soon 
after  he  entered  the  Legislature,  where,  although 
not  a  leader,  he  took  an  active  and  important 
part.  January’  17,  1759,  he  married  Mrs.  Martha 
(Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealth}'  widow  of  John 
Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  ; 
port  of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  | 
provinces,  ‘  ‘  The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  ; 
us  all!  ”  It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Vir-  | 
ginia,  that  a  congress  of  all  the  colonies  was  i 
called  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5,  | 
1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties,  peaceably 
if  possible.  To  this  congress  Col.  Washington 
was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  IMa}'  10,  1775,  the 
congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  inten¬ 
tions  of  England  were  plainl}'  apparent.  The 
battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington  had  been  fought, 
and  among  the  first  acts  of  this  congress  was  the 
election  of  a  commander-in-chief  of  the  Colonial 
forces.  This  high  and  responsible  office  was  con¬ 
ferred  upon  Washington,  who  was  still  a  member 
of  the  congress.  He  accepted  it  on  June  19,  but 
upon  the  express  condition  that  he  receive  no  sal¬ 
ary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account  of  ex¬ 
penses,  and  expect  congress  to  pa}'  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch 
to  trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom 
the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
country  were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was 
conducted  by  him  under  every  possible  disadvan¬ 
tage;  and  while  his  forces  often  met  with  reverses, 
yet  he  overcame  every  obstacle,  and  after  seven 
years  of  heroic  devotioir  and  matchless  skill  he 
gained  liberty  for  the  greatest  nation  of  earth. 
On  December  23,  r783,  Washington,  in  a  parting 
address  of  .surpa.ssing  beauty,  resigned  his  com¬ 
mission  as  Comrnander-in-Chief  of  the  army  to  the 


Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning 
all  connection  with  public  life. 

In  Februar}',  r789,  Washington  was  unani- 
rnousl}-  elected  President,  and  at  the  expiratiorr 
of  his  first  term  he  was  unanimously  re-elected. 
At  the  end  of  this  term  many  were  anxious  that  he 
be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely  refused  a  third 
nomination.  On  March  4,  1797,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  as  President,  he  returned  to  his 
home,  hoping  to  pass  there  his  few'  remaining 
years  free  from  the  annoyances  of  public  life. 
Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose  seemed 
likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France.  At 
the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  army,  but  he  chose  his  sub¬ 
ordinate  officers  and  left  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters  in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command,  he  made  the 
resen'ation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  prepara¬ 
tions  his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2 
he  took  a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain, 
which,  settling  in  his  throat,  produced  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  terminated  fatally  on  the  night  of  the 
14th.  On  the  1 8th  his  body  was  borne  with  mili¬ 
tary  honors  to  its  final  resting-place,  and  interred 
in  the  family  vault  at  !Mt.  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible 
to  speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and 
admiration.  The  more  we  see  of  the  operations 
of  our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel 
the  difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common 
interest,  the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the 
force  of  his  talent  and  character,  which  have  been 
able  to  challenge  the  reverence  of  all  parties, 
and  principles,  and  nations,  and  to  win  a  fame  as 
extended  as  the  limits  of  the  globe,  and  which  we 
cannot  but  believe  will  be  as  lasting  as  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  man. 

In  person,  Washington  was  unusually  tall,  erect 
and  well  proportioned,  and  his  muscular  strength 
was  great.-  His  features  were  of  a  beausiful  sym- 
metr}-.  He  commanded  respect  without  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  haughtiness,  and  was  ever  serious 
without  being  dull. 


JOHN  ADAMS 


JOHN  ADAMS. 


OHN  ADAMS,  the  second  President  and  the 
first  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Braintree  (now  Ouincy)  Mass.,  and 
about  ten  miles  from  Boston,  October  19,  1735. 
His  great-grandfather,  Henry  Adams,  emigrated 
from  England  about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The  parents  of 
John  were  John  and  Susannah  (Boylston) 
Adams.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  also  engaged  in  the  business  of  shoe¬ 
making.  He  gave  his  eldest  son,  John,  a  classical 
education  at  Plan^ard  College.  John  graduated 
in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  school  at 
Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a  ‘  ‘  school 
of  affliction,  ’  ’  from  which  he  endeavored  to  gain 
relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
stud}"  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town. 
He  had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profes¬ 
sion,  but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by 
wdiat  he  termed  ‘  ‘  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesi¬ 
astical  councils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvin- 
istic  good  nature,  ’  ’  of  the  operations  of  which  he 
had  been  a  witness  in  his  native  town.  He  w"as 
well  fitted  for  the  legal  profession,  possessing  a 
clear,  sonorous  voice,  being  ready  and  fluent  of 
speech,  and  having  quick  perceptive  powers.  He 
gradually  gained  a  practice,  and  in  1764  married 
Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister,  and  a 
lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  in  1765,  the  attempt  at  parliamentary 
taxation  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He 
took  initial  steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting, 
and  the  resolutions  he  offered  on  the  subject  be¬ 
came  very  popular  throughout  the  province,  and 
were  adopted  word  for  word  by  over  forty  differ¬ 
ent  towns.  He  moved  to  Boston  in  1768,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  courageous  and  promi¬ 
nent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Eeg- 
islature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  dele¬ 


gates  from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continent¬ 
al  Congress,  which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  by  his  capacity  for  business 
and  for  debate,  and  advocated  the  movement  for 
independence  against  the  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved  and  carried  a  res¬ 
olution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies  should 
assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five  ap¬ 
pointed  June  II  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence.  This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson, 
but  on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it 
through  Congress  in  a  three-days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence  was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm 
with  the  glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  wife,  which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to 
have  been  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
“Yesterday,”  he  says,  “the  greatest  question 
was  decided  that  ever  was  debated  in  America; 
and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will  be  de¬ 
cided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  ‘that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  in¬ 
dependent  states.’  The  day  is  passed.  The 
Fourth  of  July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch 
in  the  history  of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it 
will  be  celebrated  by  succeeding  generations  as 
the  great  anniversary  festival.  It  ought  to  be 
commemorated  as  the  day  of  deliverance  by 
solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty  God.  It 
ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows,  games, 
sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from 
this  time  forward  forever.  You  will  think  me 
transported  with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  toil  and  blood  and  treas¬ 
ure  that  it  will  cost  to  maintain  this  declaration 
and  support  and  defend  these  States;  yet,  through 
all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the  rays  of  light  and 
glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is  worth  more  than 
all  the  means,  and  that  posterity  will  triumph, 
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although  j'ou  aud  I  may  rue,  which  I  hope  we 
shall  not.” 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed 
a  delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then 
in  Paris,  in  the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in 
arms  and  monej^  from  the  French  government. 
This  was  a  severe  trial  to  his  patriotism,  as  it 
separated  him  from  his  home,  compelled  him  to 
cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  exposed  him  to 
great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruisers,  who 
were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was 
again  chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  him¬ 
self  in  readiness  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as  the 
British  cabinet  might  be  found  willing  to  listen 
to  such  proposals.  He  sailed  for  France  in  No¬ 
vember,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Holland,  where 
he  negotiated  important  loans  and  formed  im¬ 
portant  commercial  treaties. 

Finally,  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was 
signed,  Januar}^  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the 
excitement,  toil  and  anxiet}'  through  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  passed  threw  him  into  a  fever.  After 
suffering  from  a  continued  fever  and  becoming 
feeble  and  emaciated,  he  was  advised  to  go  to 
England  to  drink  the  waters  of  Bath.  While  in 
England,  still  drooping  and  desponding,  he  re¬ 
ceived  dispatches  from  his  own  government  urg¬ 
ing  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health 
was  delicate,  3'et  he  immediately  set  out,  and 
through  storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,  he 
made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here 
he  met  face  to  face  the  King  of  England,  wLo 
had  so  long  regarded  him  as  a  traitor.  As  Eng¬ 
land  did  not  condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to 
the  United  States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he 
was  accomplishing  but  little,  he  sought  permis¬ 
sion  to  return  to  his  own  country',  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President, 
John  Adams,  rendered  illustrious  b}"  his  signal 
services  at  home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice- 


President.  Again,  at  the  second  election  of  Wash¬ 
ington  as  President,  Adams  was  chosen  Vice- 
President.  In  1796,  Washington  retired  from 
public  life,  and  ]\Ir.  Adams  was  elected  President, 
though  not  without  much  opposition.  Ser\'ing 
in  this  oflEice  four  j-ears,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice-President  the 
great  French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  it  was  upon  this  point  that  he  was 
at  issue  with  the  majorit}-  of  his  countrymen,  led 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy" 
with  the  French  people  in  their  struggle,  for  he 
had  no  confidence  in  their  power  of  self-govern¬ 
ment,  and  he  utterly  abhqrred  the  class  of  atheist 
philosophers  who,  he  claimed,  caused  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  Jefferson’s  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence 
originated  the  alienation  between  these  distin- 
tinguished  men,  and  the  two  powerful  parties  were 
thus  soon  organized,  wdth  Adams  at  the  head  of 
the  one  whose  S3'mpathies  were  with  England, 
and  Jefferson  leading  the  other  in  S3-mpathy  with 
France. 

The  Fourth  of  JuE,  1826,  w’hich  completed  the 
half-centur3'  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but 
three  of  the  signers  of  that  immortal  instrument 
left  upon  the  earth  to  hail  its  morning  light. 
And,  as  it  is  well  known,  on  that  da3’  two  of 
these  finished  their  eartliE'  pilgrimage,  a  coinci¬ 
dence  so  remarkable  as  to  seem  miraculous.  For 
a  few  da3i'S  before  ]\Ir.  Adams  had  been  rapidE' 
failing,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  Fourth  he 
found  himself  too  Aveak  to  rise  from  his  bed.  On 
being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the  cus- 
tomar3^  celebration  of  the  da3',  he  exclaimed 
‘‘Independence  forever!”  When  the  day  was 
ushered  in  b3'  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing 
of  cannons,  he  was  asked  b3’  one  of  his  attend¬ 
ants  if  he  knew  what  da3"  it  was?  He  replied, 
‘‘O  3’es,  it  is  the  glorious  Fourth  of  JuE' — God 
bless  it — God  bless  3-ou  all!”  In  the  course  of 
the  da3'  he  said,  ‘‘It  is  a  great  and  glorious 
da3'.”  The  last  words  he  uttered  were,  ‘‘  Jeffer¬ 
son  survives.”  But  he  had,  at  one  o’clock, 
resigned  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was  born  Aprb  2, 
1743,  at  Sbadwell,  Albemarle  County,  Va, 
His  parents  were  Peter  and  Jane  (Ran¬ 
dolph)  Jefferson,' the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Fondon.  To  them  were 
born  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom  Thomas 
was  the  elder.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a  most  liberal  educa¬ 
tion,  having  been  kept  diligently  at  school  from 
the  time  he  was  five  years  of  age.  In  1760  he 
entered  William  and  Mary  College.  Williams¬ 
burg  was  then  the  seat  of  the  Colonial  court,  and 
it  was  the  abode  of  fashion  and  splendor.  Young 
Jefferson,  who  was  then  seventeen  years  old,  lived 
somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine  horses,  and 
going  much  into  gay  society;  yet  he  was  ear¬ 
nestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproachable  in 
his  morals.  In  the  second  year  of  his  college 
course,  moved  by  some  unexplained  impulse,  he 
discarded  his  old  companions  and  pursuits,  and 
often  devoted  fifteen  hours  a  day  to  hard  study. 
He  thus  attained  very  high  intellectual  culture, 
and  a  like  excellence  in  philosophy  and  the  lan¬ 
guages. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  ro.se  rapidly, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  his  energy  and 
acuteness  as  a  lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for 
greater  action .  The  policy  of  England  had  awak¬ 
ened  the  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  American  Col¬ 
onies,  and  the  enlarged  views  which  Jefferson  had 
ever  entertained  soon  led  him  into  active  politi¬ 
cal  life.  In  1 769  he  w^as  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In  1772  he  mar¬ 


ried  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beautiful^ 
wealthy,  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  com¬ 
mittees,  and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed 
for  the  drawdng  up  of  a  declaration  of  independ¬ 
ence.  This  committee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson,  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger 
Sherman  and  Robert  R.  Livingston.  Jefferson, 
as  chairman,  w'as  appointed  to  draw  up  the  paper. 
Franklin  and  Adams  suggested  a  few  verbal 
changes  before  it  w^as  submitted  to  Congress.  On 
June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  w’ere  made  in  it  by 
Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July  4, 
1776. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one 
time  the  British  officer  Tarleton  sent  a  secret 
expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture  the  Governor. 
Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried 
escape  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  famiR  ere  his 
mansion  w'as  in  possession  of  the  British  troops. 
His  wife’s  health,  never  very  good,  w’as  much 
injured  by  this  excitement,  and  in  the  summer 
of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Tw'o  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiarj"  to  France.  Returning  to  the  United 
States  in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary 
of  State  in  Washington’s  cabinet.  This  position 
he  resigned  Januar}^  i,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was 
chosen  Vice-President,  and  fonr  years  later  was 
elected  President  over  Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron 
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Burr  as  \"ice-Presideut.  In  1804  lie  was  re¬ 
elected  with  wonderful  unanimity,  George  Clin¬ 
ton  being  elected  Vice-President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  second  ad¬ 
ministration  was  disturbed  bj'  an  event  which 
threatened  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  Union; 
this  was  the  conspirac}-  of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated 
in  the  late  election  to  the  Vice-Presidenc}-,  and 
led  on  by  an  unprincipled  ambition,  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a  military  ex¬ 
pedition  into  the  Spani.sh  territories  on  our  south¬ 
western  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  was  generally  supposed 
to  have  been  a  mere  pretext;  and  although  it  has 
not  been  geiierall}"  known  what  his  real  plans 
were,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far 
more  dangerous  character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term 
for  which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period 
of  nearly  forty  years  he  had  been  continually  be¬ 
fore  the  public,  and  all  that  time  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  offices  of  the  greatest  trust  and  respon¬ 
sibility.  Having  thus  devoted  the  best  part  of 
his  life  to  the  service  of  his  country,  he  now  felt 
desirous  of  that  rest  which  his  declining  years  re¬ 
quired,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  new  ad¬ 
ministration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bade  farewell  for¬ 
ever  to  public  life  and  retired  to  Monticello,  his 
famous  country  home,  which,  next  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
was  the  most  distinguished  residence  in  the  land. 

The  Fourth  of  Ju^q  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde¬ 
pendence,  great  preparations  were  made  in  every’ 
part  of  the  Uniotr  for  its  celebration  as  the  nation’s 
jubilee,  and  the  citizeirs  of  Washington,  to  add  to 
the  soleirrnitj’  of  the  occasiorr,  invited  Mr.  Jeffer¬ 
son,  as  the  framer  and  orre  of  the  few  sirr^’iving 
signers  of  the  Declaration,  to  participate  irr  their 
festivities.  But  an  illness,  which  had  been  of 
several  weeks’  duration  aird  had  beeir  continually 
increasing,  compelled  him  to  decline  the  iirvita- 
tion. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  disease  under  which  he 
was  laboring  left  him,  birt  iir  srrch  a  reduced 
state  that  his  nredical  attendants  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was 


perfecth'  sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand. 
On  the  next  day,  which  was  IMonda)’,  he  asked 
of  those  arouird  hiirr  the  daj’  of  the  rrronth,  arrd 
orr  beiirg  told  it  was  the  3d  of  July,  he  ex¬ 
pressed  the  earirest  wish  that  he  might  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  breathe  the  air  cf  the  fiftieth  auniver- 
saiy’.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our 
land  burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were 
closed  forever.  And  what  a  noble  consummation 
of  a  noble  life!  To  die  on  that  day — the  birth- 
da}’  of  a  nation — the  day  which  his  own  name 
and  his  own  act  had  rendered  glorious,  to  die 
amidst  the  rejoicings  and  festivities  of  a  whole 
nation,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  the  author,  un¬ 
der  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings,  was  aU  that 
was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  of  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin¬ 
dred  spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  sceneof  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  cham¬ 
pions  of  freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark 
and  desperate  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they 
had  cheered  and  animated  their  desponding  coun¬ 
trymen;  for  half  a  century’  they  had  labored  to¬ 
gether  for  the  good  of  the  country’,  and  now  hand 
in  hand  they  departed.  In  their  lives  they  had 
been  united  in  the  same  great  cause  of  liberty’, 
and  in  their  deaths  they’  were  not  divided. 

In  person  ]\Ir.  Jefferson  was  tall  arrd  thirr,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  hisey’es 
were  light,  his  hair,  originally  red,  hr  after  life  be¬ 
came  white  and  silvery’,  his  complexion  was  fair, 
his  forehead  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance 
irrtelligent  and  thoughtful.  He  possessed  great 
fortitude  of  mind  as  well  as  persorral  courage,  and 
his  command  of  temper  was  such  that  his  oldest 
arrd  most  intimate  friends  rrever  recollected  to 
have  seen  him  in  a  passion.  His  manners,  though 
dignified,  were  simple  and  urraffected,  arrd  his 
hospitality’  was  so  urrboirnded  that  all  fourrd  at 
his  house  a  ready’  welcome.  Irr  corrversation  he 
was  fluent,  eloquent  arrd  errthusiastic,  and  his 
lairguage  was  rerrrarkably’  pure  arrd  correct.  He 
was  a  fiirished  cla.s.sical  scholar,  and  in  his  writ¬ 
ings  is  discernible  the  care  with  which  he  formed 
his  style  upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity’. 
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AMES  MADISON,  “Father  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution,”  and  fourth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Virginia  June  28,  1836.  The 
name  of  James  Madison  is  inseparably  connected 
with  most  of  the  important  events  in  that  heroic 
period  of  our  country  during  which  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  this  great  republic  were  laid.  He  was 
the  last  of  the  founders  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  be  called  to  his  eternal  reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among  the  earN  emi¬ 
grants  to  the  New  World,  landing  upon  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake  but  fifteen  3-ears  after  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Jamestown.  The  father  of  James  Madison 
was  an  opulent  planter,  residing  upon  a  veiy  fine 
estate  called  Montpelier,  in  Orange  Count}-,  Va. 
It  was  but  twent}--five  miles  from  the  home  of  Jef¬ 
ferson  at  Monticello,  and  the  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustri¬ 
ous  men  from  their  earl}-  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  con¬ 
ducted  mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  Col¬ 
lege,  in  New  Jersey.  Here  he  applied  himselfto 
study  with  the  most  imprudent  zeal,  allowing  him¬ 
self  for  months  but  three  hours’  .sleep  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  His  health  thus  became  so  seriously 
impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor  of 
comstitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  but  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and 
a  mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with 
learning,  which  embellished  and  gave  efficiency 
to  his  subsequent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic 
reading.  This  educational  course,  the  .spirit  of 
the  times  in  w^hich  he  lived,  and  the  society  with 
which  he  associated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him 
with  a  strong  love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for 
his  life-work  as  a  statesman. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  twenty-six  years  of 


age,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Con¬ 
vention  to  frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
next  year  (1777) ,  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly.  He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lov¬ 
ing  voters,  and  consequently  lost  his  election;  but 
those  who  had  witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and 
pubhc  spirit  of  the  modest  young  man  enlisted 
themselves  in  his  behalf  and  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  andThomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  re¬ 
mained  member  of  the  Council,  and  their  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth 
contributed  not  a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence. 
In  the  year  1780  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  il¬ 
lustrious  men  in  our  land,  and  he  was  immediately 
assigned  to  one  ol  the  most  con.spicuous  positions 
among  them .  For  three  }'ears  he  con  tinned  in  Con¬ 
gress,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  mem¬ 
bers.  In  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Eegislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no 
national  government,  and  no  power  to  form  trea¬ 
ties  which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law. 
There  was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than 
Virginia  in  the  declaration  that  an  efficient  na¬ 
tional  government  must  be  formed.  In  January, 
1786,  Mr.  Madison  carried  a  resolution  through 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  inviting  the 
other  States  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  in 
convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss  this  subject. 
Five  vStates  only  were  represented.  The  conven¬ 
tion,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  vStates  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Con.stitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Confederate  League.  The  delegates 
met  at  the  time  appointed.  iCvery  State  but 
Rhode  Island  was  represented.  George  Wa.shing- 
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ton  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention,  and  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  then 
and  there  formed.  There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind 
and  no  pen  more  active  in  framing  this  immortal 
document  than  the  mind  and  the  pen  of  James 
Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  of  eight3"-one 
to  seventy-nine,  was  to  be  presented  to  the  several 
States  for  acceptance.  Bi.t  grave  solicitude  was 
felt.  Should  it  be  rejected,  we  should  be  left  but  a 
conglomeration  of  independent  States,  with  but 
little  power  at  home  and  little  respect  abroad.  Mr. 
Madison  was  elected  by  the  convention  to  draw  up 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ex¬ 
pounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  at  length  it  triumphed  over  all, 
and  went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became 
the  avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While 
in  New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs. 
Todd,  a  5’oung  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fas¬ 
cination,  whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person 
and  character  queenl}',  and  probabj-  no  ladj'  has 
thus  far  occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  the 
ver\"  peculiar  society  which  has  constituted  our 
republican  court  as  did  Mrs.  Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretar)-  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of 
war.  British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  com¬ 
merce,  and  our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult. 
Mr.  Madison  was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in 
his  taste,  retiring  in  his  disposition,  war  had  no 
charms  for  him.  But  the  meekest  spirit  can  be 
roused.  It  makes  one’s  blood  boil,  even  now,  to 
think  of  an  American  ship  brought  to  upon  the 
ocean  Iw  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser.  A 
j’oung  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  non¬ 
chalance  he  .selects  an^-  number  whom  he  may 
please  to  de.signate  as  Briti.sh  subjects,  orders  them 
down  the  ship’s  side  into  his  boat,  and  places  them  ' 
on  the  gundeck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  bj' 
compulsion,  the  battles  of  England.  This  right  j 


I  of  search  and  impressment  no  efforts  of  our  Gov¬ 
ernment  could  induce  the  British  cabinet  to  re¬ 
linquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison 
gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the 
country'  in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a 
large  major  it}’,  and  entered  upon  his  second  term 
of  office.  This  is  not  the  place  to  describe  the 
various  adventures  of  this  war  on  the  land  and  on 
the  water.  Our  infant  navy  then  laid  the  found¬ 
ations  of  its  renown  in  grappling  with  the  most 
formidable  power  which  ever  swept  the  seas.  The 
contest  commenced  in  earnest  by  the  appearance 
of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February,  1813,  in 
Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole  coast 
of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as 
mediator.  'America  accepted;  England  refused. 
A  British  force  of  flve  thousand  men  landed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of 
Bladensburg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was 
thrown  into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the 
brief  conflict  at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  The  w'hole  population 
fled  from  the  city.  The  President,  leaving  Mrs. 
Madison  in  the  White  House,  Avith  her  carriage 
drawn  up  at  the  door  to  await  his  speedy  return, 
hurried  to  meet  the  officers  in  a  council  of  war. 
He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed,  and  he  could  not 
go  back  without  danger  of  being  captured.  But 
few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential  Mansion, 
the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in  ty'ash- 
ington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and 
on  Februaiy’  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
signed  at  Ghent.  On  the 4th  of  March,  1817,  his 
.second  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the 
Pre.sidential  chair  to  his  friend,  James  Monroe. 
He  retired  to  his  beautiful  home  at  Montpelier,  and 
'  there  pa.ssed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  On' June 
28,  1836,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  he  fell 
1  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madison  died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth  President  of  the  | 
United  States,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  j 
Count)^,  Va.,  April  28,  1758.  Elis  early  life 
was  passed  at  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His  an¬ 
cestors  had  for  many  years  resided  in  the  province 
in  which  he  was  born.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  and  in  process  of  completing  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  William  and  Mary  College,  the  Colonial 
Congress,  assembled  at  Philadelphia  to  deliberate 
upon  the  unjust  and  manifold  oppressions  of  Great 
Britain,  declared  the  separation  of  the  Colonies, 
and  promulgated  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the 
signers  of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this 
time  he  left  school  and  enlisted  among  the  pa¬ 
triots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  ever^fthing  looked 
hopeless  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters 
increased  from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies 
came  pouring  in,  and  the  Tories  not  only  favored 
the  cause  of  the  mother  country,  but  disheartened 
the  new  recruits,  who  were  sufficiently  terrified 
at  the  prospect  of  contending  with  an  enemy 
whom  the3"  had  been  taught  to  deem  invincible. 
To  such  brave  spirits  as  James  Monroe,  who  went 
right  onward  undismayed  through  difficulty  and 
danger,  the  United  States  owe  their  political 
emancipation .  The  young  cadet  j oined  the  ranks 
and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  in  her 
strife  for  liberty.  Firmly,  yet  sadly,  he  shared  in 
the  melancholj^  retreat  from  Harlem  Heights  | 
and  White  Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited 
army  as  it  fled  before  its  foes  through  New  Jerse3^ 
In  four  months  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  the  patriots  had  been  beaten  in  seven  ' 
battles.  At  the  battle  of  Trenton  he  led  the  van-  j 
guard,  and  in  the  act  of  charging  upon  the  enemy  [ 
he  received  a  wound  in  the  left  shoulder.  I 


As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  ofinfantr}',  and,  having  re¬ 
covered  from  his  wounds,  he  rejoined  the  army. 
He,  however,  receded  from  the  line  of  promotion 
by  becoming  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  Ford  Ster¬ 
ling.  During  the  campaigns  of  1777  and  1778, 
in  the  actions  of  Brandyv/ine,  Germantown  and 
Monmouth,  he  continued  aide-de-camp;  but  be¬ 
coming  desirous  to  regain  his  position  in  the 
army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a  regiment  for 
the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed,  owing  to 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon  this 
failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued  with  consid¬ 
erable  ardor  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did 
not,  however,  entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for 
the  green  bag,  but  on  the  invasion  of  the  enemy 
serv^ed  as  a  volunteer  during  the  two  years  of  his 
legal  pursuits. 

In  1782  he  was  elected  from  King  George 
County  a  member  of  the  Eegislature  of  Virginia, 
and  by  that  bodj’-  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the 
Executive  Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  at  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  having  at  this  early  period 
displayed  some  of  that  ability  and  aptitude  for 
legislation  which  were  afterward  emploj'ed  with 
unremitting  energy'  for  the  public  good,  he  was 
in  the  succeeding  j-ear  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

DeepE  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of 
the  old  Confederacy',  he  was  opposed  to  the  new 
Constitution,  thinking,  with  many  others  of  the 
Republican  party,  that  it  gave  too  mudi  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough  to  the 
individual  States.  Still  he  retained  the  esteem 
of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm  supporters,  and 
who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition,  secured  its 
adoption.  In  1789  he  became  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  office  he  held  for 
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four  years.  Ever}’  month  the  line  of  distinction 
between  the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the 
nation,  the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was 
growing  more  distinct.  The  differences  which 
now  separated  them  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  Repub¬ 
lican  part}"  was  in  sympathy  with  France,  and 
also  in  favor  of  such  a  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution  as  to  give  the  Central  Government  as 
little  power,  and  the  State  Governments  as  much 
power,  as  the  Constitution  would  warrant;  while 
the  Federalists  sympathized  with  England,  and 
were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  pos¬ 
sibly  authorize. 

W ashington  w"as  then  President.  England  had 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe 
was  drawn  into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and 
far  away.  Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of 
neutrality  between  these  contending  powers. 
France  had  helped  us  in  the  struggles  for  our 
liberties.  All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were  now 
combined  to  prevent  the  French  from  escaping 
from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  w’orse  than  that 
which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more  mag¬ 
nanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  gener¬ 
ous  and  noble  nature,  and  Washington,  who  could 
appreciate  such  a  character,  showed  his  calm,  se¬ 
rene,  almost  divine,  greatness,  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe  who  was  denouncing  the  pol¬ 
icy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister  of  that 
Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  w’elcomed  by  the  National  Conven* 
tion  in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  dem¬ 
onstration. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  countr}’,  Mr. 
Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of  \hrginia,  and 
held  the  office  for  three  years.  He  was  again 
.sent  to  France  to  co-operate  with  Chancellor  Liv¬ 
ingston  in  obtaining  the  vast  territory  then  known  ] 
as  the  province  of  Louisiana,  which  France  had 
but  shortly  before  obtained  from  Spain.  Their 
united  efforts  were  successful.  For  the  compara¬ 
tively  small  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  the 


entire  territory  of  Orleans  and  district  of  Loui¬ 
siana  were  added  to  the  United  States.  This  was 
probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate  which 
was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to 
obtain  from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against 
those  odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But 
England  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to 
England  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive 
no  redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was 
again  chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon 
resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  Secretar}"  of 
State  under  iVIadison.  While  in  this  office  war 
with  England  was  declared,  the  Secretary  of  War 
resigned,  and  during  these  trying  times  the 
duties  of  the  War  Department  were  also  put  upon 
him.  He  was  truly  the  armor-bearer  of  President 
]\Iadison,  and  the  most  efficient  business  man  in 
his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of  peace  he  re¬ 
signed  the  Department  of  War,  but  continued  in 
the  office  of  Secretary’  of  State  until  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Madison’s  administration.  At  the 
election  held  the  previous  autumn.  Air.  Monroe 
himself  had  been  chosen  President  with  but  little 
opposition,  and  upon  Alarch  4,  1817,  he  was  in¬ 
augurated.  Four  years  later  he  was  elected  for 
a  second  tenn. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presi¬ 
dency  were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  famous 
j  “  Monroe  doctrine.”  This  doctrine  was  enun¬ 
ciated  by  him  in  1823,  and  was  as  follows:  ”  That 
■  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Europearr  powers  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
j  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our 
I  peace  and  safety,”  and  that  ”  we  could  not  view 
i  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  or 
!  controlling  American  govenrrnents  or  provinces 
I  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by 
European  powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition 
toward  the  United  States.” 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term,  Mr.  Monroe  re¬ 
tired  to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  un¬ 
til  1830,  when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with 
his  son-in-law.  In  that  cit}’  he  died,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the  sixth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his  honored  father,  John  Adams,  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  on  the  nth  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted  worth,  watched  over 
his  childhood  during  the  almost  constant  ab¬ 
sence  of  his  father.  When  but  eight  years  of 
age,  he  stood  with  his  mother  on  an  eminence, 
listening  to  the  booming  of  the  great  battle  on 
Bunker’s  Hill,  and  gazing  out  upon  the  smoke 
and  flames  billowing  up  from  the  conflagration  of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he  took  a  tearful 
adieu  of  his  mother,  to  sail  with  his  father  for  Eu¬ 
rope,  through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers. 
The  bright,  animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a-half 
in  Paris,  where  his  father  was  associated  with 
Franklin  and  Dee  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 
His  intelligence  attracted  the  notice  of  these  dis- . 
tinguished  men,  and  he  received  from  them  flat¬ 
tering  marks  of  attention. 

John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad. 
Again  John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At 
Paris  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  great  dil¬ 
igence  for  six  months,  and  then  accompanied  his 
father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered  first  a  school 
in  Amsterdam,  then  the  University  at  De3"den. 
About  a  year  from  this  time,  in  1781,  when  the 
manly  boy  was  but  fourteen  3-ears  of  age,  he  was 
selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  Minister  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  ennobl¬ 
ing  culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then 
returned  to  Holland,  through  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Hamburg  and  Bremen.  This  long  journey  he 
took  alone  in  the  winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth 
3fear.  Again  he  resumed  his  .studies,  under  a  pri¬ 
vate  tutor,  at  The  Hague.  Then,  in  the  spring  of 
1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Paris,  travel¬ 
ing  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintances  with  the 
most  distinguished  men  on  the  continent,  examin¬ 


ing  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he 
again  became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious 
men  of  all  lands  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
loftiest  temporal  themes  which  can  engross  the 
human  mind.  After  a  short  visit  to  England  he 
returned  to  Paris,  and  consecrated  all  his  energies 
to  study  until  May,  1785,  when  he  returned  to 
America  to  finish  his  education. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College  at  the  age  of 
twent3-,  he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June, 
1794,  being  then  but  twenty-seven  3-ears  of  age, 
he  was  appointed  by  Washington  Resident  Min¬ 
ister  at  the  Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in 
July,  he  reached  London  in  October,  where  he 
was  immediately  admitted  to  the  deliberations  of 
Messrs.  Jay  &  Pinckney,  assisting  them  in  nego¬ 
tiating  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in  London,  he 
proceeded  to  The  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  The  Hague  to  go  to  Por¬ 
tugal  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to 
Portugal,  upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with 
despatches  directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but 
requesting  him  to  remain  in  London  until  he 
should  receive  his  instructions.  While  waiting 
he  was  married  to  an  American  lady,  to  whom  he 
had  been  previously  engaged — Miss  Louisa  Cath¬ 
erine  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Jo.shua  Johnson, 
American  Consul  in  London,  and  a  lady  en¬ 
dowed  with  that  beaut3-  and  those  accomplish¬ 
ments  which  eminentE^  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined.  He 
reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  hav¬ 
ing  fulfilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  so¬ 
licited  his  recall. 

I  Soon  after  his  retuni,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen 
to  the  Senate  of  Mas.sachusetts  from  Boston,  and 
[  then  was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for 
j  six  3"ears,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  rep- 
1  utation,  his  ability  and  his  experience  placed 
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him  immediatel}^  among  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  members  of  that  body. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefierson  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated 
John  Quincy  Adams  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg!!. 
Resigning  his  professorship  in  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege,  he  embarked  at  Boston  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense 
student.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  lan¬ 
guage  and  history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade; 
to  the  European  system  of  weights,  measures  and 
coins;  to  the  climate  and  astronomical  observa¬ 
tions;  while  he  kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  the  Greek  and  Eatin  classics.  In  all  the 
universities  of  Europe,  a  more  accomplished 
scholar  could  scarcely  be  found.  All  through 
life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important  part  of  his 
studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five  chapters 
every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took 
the  Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed 
Mr.  Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of 
his  numerous  friends  in  public  and  private  life  in 
Europe,  he  sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United 
States.  On  the  i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed 
the  threshold  of  his  home  in  Quincy.  During  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  administration,  Mr. 
Adams  continued  Secretary  of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe’s 
second  term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be 
presented  for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams  brought  forward  his  name.  It  wms  an 
exciting  campaign,  and  party  spirit  was  never 
more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  electoral 
votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  received  ninety- 
nine;  John  Quincy  Adams  eighty-four;  William 
H.  Crawford  forty-one;  and  Henry  Clay  thirty - 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people, 
the  question  went  to  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives.  Mr.  Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  as¬ 
sault  upon  Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more 
disgraceful  in  the  past  history  of  our  country  than 
the  abuse  which  was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted 
stream  upon  this  high-minded,  upright  and  pa¬ 


triotic  man.  There  never  w'as  an  administration 
more  pure  in  principles,  more  conscientiously  de¬ 
voted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  countiyq  than 
that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupulously 
and  outrageously  assailed. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  An¬ 
drew  Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected 
Vice-President.  The  slavery  question  now  be¬ 
gan  to  assume  portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams 
returned  to  Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he 
pursued  with  unabated  zeal.  But  he  was  not 
long  permitted  to  remain  in  retirement.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1830,  he  was  elected  Representative  in 
Congress.  For  seventeen  years,  or  until  his  death, 
he  occupied  the  post  as  Representative,  towering 
above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do  brave  battle 
for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of  “the  Old 
Man  Eloquent.’’  Upon  taking  his  seat  in  the 
House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him¬ 
self  bound  to  no  part}'.  Probably  there  never 
was  a  member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He 
was  usually  the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning, 
and  the  last  to  leave  his  seat  in  the  evening. 
Not  a  measure  could  be  brought  forward  and  es¬ 
cape  his  scrutiny.  The  battle  which  Mr.  Adams 
fought,  almost  singly,  against  the  pro-slavery 
party  in  the  Government  was  sublime  in  its 
moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery', 
he  was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand 
jury,  with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assas¬ 
sination;  but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and 
his  final  triumph  was  complete. 

On  the  2ist  of  February^  1848,  he  rose  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to 
address  the  speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again 
stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms 
of  those  around  him.  For  a  time  he  was  sense¬ 
less,  as  he  was  conveyed  to  the  sofa  in  the  ro¬ 
tunda.  With  reviving  consciousness,  he  opened 
his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and  said  “This 
is  the  end  of  earth;’’  then  after  a  moment’s  pause 
he  added,  “  I  am  content.’’  These  were  the  last 
words  of  the  grand  ‘  ‘  Old  Man  Eloquent.  ’  ’ 
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NDREW  JACKSON,  th,e  seventh  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Waxhaw 
settlement,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1767,  a  few 
days  after  his  father’s  death.  His  parents  were 
poor  emigrants  from  Ireland,  and  took  up  their 
abode  in  Waxhaw  settlement,  where  they  lived 
in  deepest  poverty. 

Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was  universally  called, 
grew  up  a  very  rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  ungaiulj',  and  there 
was  but  very  little  in  his  character  made  visible 
which  was  attractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the 
volunteers  of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion. 
In  1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured 
and  imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British 
officer  ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered 
boots.  “lam  a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  serv¬ 
ant,’’  was  the  reply  of  the  dauntless  boy. 

Andrew  supported  himselfin  various  ways,  such 
as  w’orking  at  the  saddler’s  trade,  teaching  school, 
and  clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when 
he  entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury-,  N.  C.  He, 
however,  gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amuse¬ 
ments  of  the  times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788, 
he  was  appointed  solicitor  for  the  Western  District 
of  North  Carolina,  of  which  Tennessee  was  then 
a  part.  This  involved  many  long  journeys  amid 
dangers  of  every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never 
knew  fear,  and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  re¬ 
peat  a  skirmish  with  “Sharp  Knife.’’ 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman 
who  supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former 
husband.  Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties, 
two  years  later,  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the 
divorce  had  just  been  definitely  settled  by  the 
first  husband.  The  marriage  ceremony  wms  per¬ 
formed  a  second  time,  but  the  occurrence  was 
often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr.  Jackson 
into  disfavor. 


In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee 
then  containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  the  people  met  in  con^’ention  at  Knoxville 
to  frame  a  constitution.  Five  were  sent  from 
each  of  the  eleven  counties.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  one  of  the  delegates.  The  new  State  was 
entitled  to  but  one  member  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
that  member.  Mounting  his  horse,  he  rode  to 
Philadelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its  ses¬ 
sions,  a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  part34  and  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  ad¬ 
mired  Bonaparte,  loved  France,  and  hated  Eng¬ 
land.  As  Mr.  Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Wash¬ 
ington,  whose  second  term  of  office  was  then 
expiring,  delivered  his  last  speech  to  Congress. 
A  committee  drew  up  a  complimentary^  address  in 
reply.  Andrew  Jackson  did  not  approve  of  the 
address,  and  was  one  of  the  tweh’e  who  voted 
against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to  say  that  Gen. 
Washington’s  administration  had  been  “wise, 
firm  and  patriotic.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned 
home.  Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  his  State,  which  position  he 
held  for  six  years. 

When  the  War  of  1812  with  Great  Britain  com_- 
menced,  Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there 
was  an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  who  would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one 
were  conferred  upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen. 
Jackson  offered  his  sendees  and  those  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted, 
and  the  troops  were  assembled  at  Nash^dlle. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make 
an  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wil¬ 
kinson  was  in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  de- 
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scend  the  river  with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid 
Wilkinson.  The  expedition  reached  Natchez, 
and  after  a  delay  of  several  weeks  there  without 
accomplishing  anything,  the  men  were  ordered 
back  to  their  homes.  But  the  energy  Gen.  Jack- 
son  had  displa5'ed,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the 
comfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  for  him  golden  opin¬ 
ions,  and  he  became  the  most  popular  man  in  the 
State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his  tough¬ 
ness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  “Old  Hickor>’.’’ 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip 
Col.  Thomas  Benton  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  part  as  second  in  a  duel 
in  which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton’s  w'as  en¬ 
gaged,  he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds. 
While  he  was  lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering, 
news  came  that  the  Incfians,  who  had  combined 
under  Tecumseh  from  Florida  to  the  Lakes  to  ex¬ 
terminate  the  white  settlers,  were  committing  the 
most  awful  ravages.  Decisive  action  became  nec¬ 
essary".  Gen.  Jackson,  with  his  fractured  bone 
just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in  a  sling,  and 
unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assistance, 
gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fay^ettesville,  Ala. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong 
fort  on  one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River, 
near  the  center  of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  be¬ 
low  Ft.  Strother.  With  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  Gen.  Jackson  traversed  the  pathless  wilder¬ 
ness  in  a  march  of  eleven  days.  He  reached  their 
fort,  called  Tohopeka  or  Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th 
of  March,  1814.  The  bend  of  the  river  enclosed 
nearly  one  hundred  acres  of  tangled  forest  and 
wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow  neck  the  Indians 
had  constructed  a  fonnidable  breastwork  of  logs 
and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  w'arriors,  with 
an  ample  supply  of  arms,  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly 
desperate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  quarter. 
When  bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those 
who  endeavored  to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten 
in  the  morning  until  dark  the  battle  raged.  The 
carnage  was  awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw 
themselves  into  the  river;  but  the  unerring  bul¬ 
lets  struck  their  heads  as  they"  swam.  Nearly 
every  one  of  the  nine  hundred  warriors  w"as 


killed.  A  few,  probably,  in  the  night  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  War  enabled  us  to 
concentrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who 
were  the  allies  of  the  Indians.  No  man  of  less 
resolute  will  than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  con¬ 
ducted  this  Indian  campaign  to  so  successful  an 
issue.  Immediately  he  was  appointed  Major- 
General. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army"  of  two  thousand 
men  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  went  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  w"ent  from  Pensacola, 
landed  a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the 
little  fort,  and  from  both  ship  and  shore  com¬ 
menced  a  furious  assault.  The  battle  was  long 
and  doubtful.  At  length  one  of  the  ships  was 
blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his 
little  army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality"  a  very"  arduous  campaign.  This 
w"on  for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name. 
Here  his  troops,  which  numbered  about  four 
thousand  men,  won  a  signal  victory  over  the 
British  army  of  about  nine  thousand.  His  loss 
was  but  thirteen,  while  the  loss  of  the  British  was 
twenty-six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency", 
but  in  1824  he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams. 
He  was,  however,  successful  in  the  election  of 
1828,  and  was  re-elected  for  a  second  term  in 
1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he  assumed  the  reins 
of  government,  he  met  with  the  most  terrible 
affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  whom 
he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has  perhaps 
never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of  her 
death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  mem¬ 
orable  in  the  annals  of  our  country — applauded 
by  one  party^  condemned  by"  the  other.  No  man 
had  more  bitter  enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  two  terms  of  office  he  retired 
to  the  Hermitage,  where  he  died  June  8,  1845.  The 
last  years  of  Mr.  Jackson’s  life  were  those  of  a  de¬ 
voted  Christian  man. 
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yyi  ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the  eighth  Presi- 
y  dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Kin- 
(9  derhook,  N.  Y.,  December  5,  1782.  He 
died  at  the  same  place,  July  24,  1862.  His  body 
rests  in  the  cemetery  at  Kinderhook.  Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite  shaft,  fifteen  feet  high,  bearing  a 
simple  inscription  about  half-way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered  or  unbounded 
by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles, 
engaged  in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life 
was  stormy  in  political  and  intellectual  conflicts, 
and  he  gained  many  signal  victories,  his  days 
passed  uneventful  in  those  incidents  which  give 
zest  to  biography.  His  ancestors,  as  his  name  indi¬ 
cates,  were  of  Dutch  origin,  and  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Holland  to  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  residing 
in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother,  also 
of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel¬ 
ligence  and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing 
unusual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic 
studies  in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  educa¬ 
tion,  seven  years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  re¬ 
quired  of  him  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  Inspired  with  a  lofty  ambition,  and  con¬ 
scious  of  his  powers,  he  pursued  his  studies  with 
indefatigable  industrj".  After  spending  six  years 
in  an  office  in  his  native  village,  he  went  to  the  cit}' 
of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  for  the 
seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years 


,  of  age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  na¬ 
tive  village.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal 
and  Republican  parties  was  then  at  its  height. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politi¬ 
cian.  He  had,  perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  wdiile 
listening  to  the  many  discussions  which  had  been 
carried  on  in  his  father’s  hotel.  He  w^as in  cordial 
sympathy  with  Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  elo¬ 
quently  espoused  the  cause  of  State  Rights,  though 
at  that  time  the  Federal  party  held  the  supremacy 
both  in  his  town  and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  reputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice  to  remove  to  Hudson, 
the  county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent 
seven  years,  constantly  gaining  strength  by  con¬ 
tending  in  the  courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  Bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  di.stinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  a  victim  of  con¬ 
sumption,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to 
weep  over  her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous 
lawyer.  The  record  of  those  3"ears  is  barren  in 
items  of  public  interest.  In  1812,  when  thirty 
3' ears  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to  Mr.  Madison’s 
administration.  In  1815,  he  was  appointed  At- 
torne3"-General,  and  the  next  3'ear  moved  to  Al¬ 
bany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  ‘  ‘universal  suffrage’  ’  wdiich  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right 
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of  governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with 
his  democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while 
the  path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should 
be  open  to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one 
should  be  invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative 
unless  he  were  in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by 
intelligence,  virtue,  and  some  property  interests  in 
the  welfare  of  the  State. 

In  1821  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  in  the  same  5^ear  he  took  a 
seat  in  the  convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of 
his  native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention 
secured  the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No 
one  could  doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to 
promote  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he 
rose  at  once  to  a  conspicuous  position  as  an  active 
and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  ]\Ir.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected 
to  the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning 
a  determined  opposer  of  the  administration ,  adopt- 
*  ing  the  ‘  ‘State  Rights’  ’  view  in  opposition  to  what 
was  deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingl}’  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the 
United  States  contributed  so  much  towards  eject¬ 
ing  John  Q.  Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair, 
and  placing  in  it  Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin 
Van  Buren.  Whether  entitled  to  the  reputation 
or  not,  he  certainly  was  regarded  throughout  the 
United  States  as  one  of  the  most  skillful,  sagacious 
and  cunning  of  politicians.  It  was  supposed  that 
no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how  to  touch  the  secret 
springs  of  action,  how  to  pull  all  the  wires  to 
put  his  machinery  in  motion,  and  how  to  organize 
a  political  army  which  would  secretly  and  stealth¬ 
ily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  B3’  these 
jiowers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Claj',  and  Mr.  Web.ster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  then  thought  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President 
he  appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretar}^  of  State. 
This  position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  ini- 
mediateh'  appointed  Minister  to  England,  where 
he  went  the  .same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however. 


when  it  met,  refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and 
he  returned  home,  apparently  untroubled.  Later 
he  was  nominated  Vice-President  in  the  place  of 
Calhoun,  at  the  re-election  of  President  Jackson, 
and  with  smiles  for  all  and  frowns  for  none,  he 
took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that  Senate  which  had 
refused  to  confirm  his  nomination  as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal 
of  President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated 
favorite;  and  this,  probably,  more  than  any  other 
cause  secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the 
Chief  Executive.  On  the  20th  of  ISIa}',  1836,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  received  the  Democratic  nomination 
to  succeed  Gen.  Jackson  as  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority, 
to  the  delight  of  the  retiring  President.  ‘  ‘Leaving 
New  York  out  of  the  canvass,”  says  Mr.  Parton, 
‘‘the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  Presidency’ 
w’as  as  much  the  act  of  Gen.  Jackson  as  though 
the  Constitution  had  conferred  upon  him  the  power 
to  appoint  a  successor.  ’  ’ 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting 
events.  The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which 
threatened  to  involve  this  country  in  ■war  with 
England,  the  agitation  of  the  slaver}'-  question, 
and  finally  the  great  commercial  panic  which 
.spread  over  the  country,  all  were  trials  of  his  wis¬ 
dom.  The  financial  distress  was  attributed  to 
the  management  of  the  Democratic  part}’,  and 
brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election,  and  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1841,  he  retired  from  the  presidency. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  ‘‘Free  Soil”  Democrats  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death.  He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of 
fi'ugal  habits,  and,  living  within  his  income,  had 
now  fortunately  a  competence  for  his  declining 
years.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald,  he 
still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  i:pon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  he  resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of 
lci.sure,  of  culture  and  wealth,  enjoying  in  a 
healthy  old  age  probably  far  more  happiness  than 
lie  had  before  experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes 
of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  henry  HARRISON,  the  ninth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va. ,  February  9,  1773.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Harrison,  was  in  comparatively 
opulent  circumstances,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  his  day.  He  was  an  inti¬ 
mate  friend  of  George  Washington,  was  early 
elected  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  was  conspicuous  among  the  patriots  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  resisting  the  encroachments  of  the  British 
crown.  In  the  celebrated  Congress  of  1775,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Harrison  and  John  Hancock  were  both 
candidates  for  the  office  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  subsequently  chosen  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Virginia,  and  was  twice  re-elected.  His 
son  William  Henr}-,  of  course,  enjoyed  in  child¬ 
hood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and  intel¬ 
lectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav¬ 
ing  received  a  thorough  common-school  educa¬ 
tion,  he  entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where 
he  graduated  with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father.  He  then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to 
study  medicine  under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush 
and  the  guardianship  of  Robert  Morris,  both  of 
whom  were,  with  his  father,  signers  of  the  Dec¬ 
laration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends, 
he  abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the 
army,  having  obtained  a  commission  as  Ensign 
from  President  Washington.  He  was  then  but 
nineteen  years  old.  From  that  time  he  passed 
gradually  upward  in  rank  until  he  became  aide 
to  Gen.  Wa3'ne,  after  whose  death  he  resigned 
lis  commission.  He  was  then  appointed  Secre- 
tar\'  of  the  Northwestern  Territory.  This  Terri¬ 
tory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in  Con¬ 


gress,  and  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  position. 
In  the  spring  of  1800  the  Northwestern  Terri¬ 
tory  was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions. 
The  eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now 
embraced  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  ‘  ‘  The 
Territor}'^  northwest  of  the  Ohio.”  The  western 
portion,  which  included  what  is  now  called  Indi¬ 
ana,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  was  called  ‘‘the  Indi¬ 
ana  Territory.”  William  Henry  Harrison,  then 
twenty -seven  years  of  age,  was  appointed  by  John 
Adams  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Terri  tor}',  and 
immediately  after  also  Governor  of  Upper  Loui¬ 
siana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as  exten¬ 
sive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and 
was  invested  with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over 
the  then  rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The 
ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged 
these  responsible  duties  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  four  times  appointed  to  this 
office — first  by  John  Adams,  twice  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  afterwards  bj'-  President  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  administration  there  were 
but  three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  bound¬ 
less  region,  now  crowded  with  cities  and  resound¬ 
ing  with  all  the  tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic. 
One  of  these  settlements  was  on  the  Ohio,  nearlj' 
oppo.site  Loui.sville;  one  at  Vincennes,  on  the 
Wabash;  and  the  third  was  a  French  settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians. 
About  the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary'  men, 
twin  brothers  of  the  Shawnee  tribe,  rose  among 
them.  One  of  these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or 
‘‘the  Crouching  Patdher;”  the  other  Olliwa- 
checa,  or  ‘‘the  Prophet.”  Tecumseh  was  not 
only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man  of  great  sagac- 
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ity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomitable  perse¬ 
verance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might  en¬ 
gage.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was  an  orator, 
who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored  In¬ 
dians  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath 
which  they  dwelt.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsur¬ 
passed  by  Peter  the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the 
crusades,  he  went  from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming 
that  he  was  specially  sent  by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  con¬ 
ciliate  the  Indians,  but  at  last  war  came,  and  at 
Tippecanoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great 
slaughter.  October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its 
march.  When  near  the  Prophet’s  town,  three 
Indians  of  rank  made  their  appearance  and  in¬ 
quired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was  approaching  them 
in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a  short  confer¬ 
ence,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meeting  the 
next  day  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  bj’  such 
protestations.  Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his 
night’s  encampment,  he  took  ever}'  precaution 
against  surprise.  His  troops  were  posted  in  a 
hollow  square  and  slept  upon  their  arms.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting 
in  conversation  with  his  aides  by  the  embers 
of  a  waning  fire.  It  was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning, 
with  a  drizzling  rain.  In  the  darkness,  the  In¬ 
dians  had  crept  as  near  as  possible,  and  just  then, 
with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all  the  despera¬ 
tion  which  superstition  and  passion  most  highly 
inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  pro¬ 
vided  with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English, 
and  their  war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a 
shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as 
the  light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim,  and 
Gen.  Harrison’s  troops  stood  as  immovable  as 
the  rocks  around  them  until  day  dawned,  when 
they  made  a  simultaneous  charge  with  the  bayo¬ 
net  and  swept  ever}’thing  before  them,  completely 
routing  the  foe. 

Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British,  descending  from  the 


Canadas,  were  of  themselves  a  veiy-  formidable 
force,  but  with  their  savage  cdlies  rushing  like 
wolves  from  the  forest,  burning,  plundering,  scalp¬ 
ing;  torturing,  the  wide  frontier  was  plunged  into 
a  state  of  consternation  which  even  the  most  vivid 
imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive.  Gen.  Hull 
had  made  an  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at 
Detroit.  Under  these  despairing  circumstances. 
Gov.  Harrison  was  appointed  by  President  Madi¬ 
son  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Northwestern 
Army,  with  orders  to  retake  Detroit  and  to  protect 
the  frontiers.  It  would  be  diflicult  to  place  a  man 
in  a  situation  demanding  more  energ}',  sagacity 
and  courage,  but  he  was  found  equal  to  the 
position,  and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet 
all  the  responsibilities. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved 
an  active  member,  and  whenever  he  spoke  it  was 
with, a  force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence 
which  arrested  the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1 824,  as  one  of  the  Presidential  Elec¬ 
tors  of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry 
Clay.  The  same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  Senate.  In  1836  his  friends  brought 
him  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
against  ^'an  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the 
close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  term,  he  was  re-nom¬ 
inated  by  his  party,  and  ]\Ir.  Harrison  was  unani¬ 
mously  nominated  by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler 
for  the  Vice-Presidenc}'.  The  contest  was  very 
animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave  all  his  influence  to 
prevent  Harrison’s  election,  but  his  triumph  was 
signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Web¬ 
ster  at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  with  which  any  President  had 
ever  been  surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects 
of  an  administration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes 
of  the  country  more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of 
these  bright  and  joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison 
was  seized  by  a  pleurisy-fever,  and  after  a  few 
days  of  violent  sickness  died,  on  the  4th  of  April, 
just  one  month  after  his  inauguration  as  President 
of  the  United  States. 
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OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  born  in  Charles 
City  Count}-,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was 
the  favored  child  of  affluence  and  high  social  po¬ 
sition.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve,  John  entered 
William  and  Mary  College,  and  graduated  with 
much  honor  when  but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  himself  with  great  assi¬ 
duity  to  the  study  of  law,  partly  with  his  father 
and  partly  with  Edmund  Randolph,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  His  success  was  rapid  and  as¬ 
tonishing.  It  is  said  that  three  months  had  not 
elapsed  ere  there  was  .scarcely  a  case  on  the 
docket  of  the  court  in  which  he  was  not  retained. 
When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  almost 
unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures 
of  Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive 
years  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was 
elected  a  Member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  ear¬ 
nestly  and  ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  oppos¬ 
ing  a  national  bank,  internal  improvements  by 
the  General  Government,  and  a  protective  tariff; 
advocating  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  the  most  careful  vigilance  over  State 
rights.  His  labors  in  Congress  were  so  arduous 
that  before  the  close  of  his  second  term  he  found 
it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his  estate  in 
Charles  City  County  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was 
powerful  in  promoting  public  works  of  great 
utility.  With  a  reputation  thus  constantly  in¬ 
creasing,  he  was  chosen  by  a  very  large  majority 
of  votes  Governor  of  his  native  State.  His  ad¬ 
ministration  was  a  signally  successful  one,  and  his 
popularity  secured  his  re-election. 


John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph’s  way¬ 
ward  course,  and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as 
his  opponent,  considering  him  the  only  man  in 
Virginia  of  sufficient  popularity  to  succeed 
against  the  renowned  orator  of  Roanoke.  Mr. 
Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  tak¬ 
ing  his  seat  in  the  Senate  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  opposition.  He  opposed  the  tariff,  and  spoke 
against  and  voted  against  the  bank  as  unconsti¬ 
tutional;  he  strenuously  opposed  all  restrictions 
upon  slavery,  resisting  all  projects  of  internal  im¬ 
provements  by  the  General  Government,  and 
avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr.  Calhoun’s  view 
of  nullification;  he  declared  that  Gen.  Jackson, 
by  his  opposition  to  the  nulliflers,  had  abandoned 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Such 
was  Mr.  Tyler’s  record  in  Congress — a  record  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  There  w-as  a  split  in  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a 
true  Jeffersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  show¬ 
ered  compliments  upon  him.  He  had  now  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  forty-six,  and  his  career  had  been 
very  brilliant.  In  consequence  of  his  devotion  to 
public  business,  his  private  affairs  had  fallen  into 
some  disorder,  and  it  was  not  without  satisfac¬ 
tion  that  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his  plantation. 
Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg,  for 
the  better  education  of  his  children,  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legi.slature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  southern  Whigs  he  was  sent  to  the 
national  convention  at  Harrisburg  in  1839  to  nom¬ 
inate  a  Pre,sident.  The  majority  of  votes  were 
given  to  Gen  Harrison,  a  genuine  Whig,  much 
to  the  disappointment  of  the  South,  which  wished 
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for  Henry  Clay.  To  conciliate  the  southern 
Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the  convention 
then  nominated  John  T}'ler  for  Vice-President. 

It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy  ! 
with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North;  but  the  Vice-  - 
President  has  very  little  power  in  the  Govern-  | 
ment,  his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  ' 
preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it 
happened  that  a  Whig  President  and,  in  reality, 
a  Democratic  Vice-President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short 
month  from  that  time.  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  T3der  thus  found  himself,  to  his  own 
surprise  and  that  of  the  whole  nation,  an  occu¬ 
pant  of  the  Presidential  chair.  Hastening  from 
Williamsburg  to  Washington,  on  the  6th  of 
April  he  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  re¬ 
sponsible  office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of 
exceeding  delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long 
life  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into  power. 
He  had  ever  been  a  consistent,  honest  man,  with 
an  unblemished  record.  Gen.  Harrison  had  se¬ 
lected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should  he  retain  them, 
and  thus  surround  himself  with  counselors  whose 
views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ?  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  part\' 
which  had  elected  him,  and  select  a  cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose 
all  those  views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  public  welfare  ?  This  was  his  fearful 
dilemma.  He  invited  the  cabinet  which  Presi¬ 
dent  Harrison  had  selected  to  retain  their  seats, 
and  recommended  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
that  God  would  guide  and  bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for 
the  incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  President,  after  ten  daj’s’  delay,  re¬ 
turned  it  with  his  veto.  He  suggested,  however, 
that  he  would  approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon 
such  a  plan  as  he  propo.sed.  Such  a  bill  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  prepared,  and  privateh'  .submitted  to 
him.  He  gave  it  his  approval.  It  was  passed 
without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back  with  his 
veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture.  It  is  j 
.said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas-  ■ 


ure  b)-  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  se¬ 
verely  touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the 
President  into  their  arms.  The  party'  which 
elected  him  denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the 
members  of  his  cabinet,  excepting  ]\Ir.  Webster, 
resigned.  The  Whigs  of  Congress,  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House,  held  a  meeting  and  issued 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance  between  the 
Whigs  and  President  Tyler  was  at  an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs 
and  ConseiA'atives,  carefulty’  leaving  out  all  strong 
part}'  men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary 
to  resign,  forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig 
friends.  Thus  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  un¬ 
fortunate  administration  passed  sadly  away.  No 
one  was  satisfied.  The  land  was  filled  with  mur¬ 
murs  and  vituperation.  Whigs  and  Democrats 
*alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more,  however,  he 
brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his  old 
friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his 
term  he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support 
of  Mr.  Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his 
successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  President  T}'ler  re¬ 
tired  from  the  harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret 
of  neither  party,  and  probably  to  his  own  unspeak¬ 
able  relief.  The  remainder  of  his  days  were 
passed  mainly  in  the  retirement  of  his  beautiful 
home — Sherwood  Forest,  Charles  City  County, 
Va.  His  first  wife,  Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died 
in  Washington  in  1842;  and  in  June,  1844, 
he  was  again  married,  at  New  York,  to  IMiss  Julia 
Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of  many  personal  and 
intellectual  accomplishments. 

Wdien  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the 
State  Rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  John  C. 
Calhoun  had  inaugurated.  President  Tyler  re¬ 
nounced  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and 
j  oined  the  Confederates.  He  was  chosen  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  their  Congress,  and  while  engaged  in 
active  measures  to  desti'oy,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
Government  over  which  he  had  once  presided,  he 
was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POEK,  the  eleventh  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in  Mecklenburgh 
County,  N.  C.,  November  2,  1795.  His 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Knox)  Polk,  the 
former  a  son  of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the  first  pioneers,  in 
1735.  In  1806,  with  his  wife  and  children,  and 
soon  after  followed  by  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Polk  family,  Samuel  Polk  emigrated  some  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Duck  River.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  the 
wilderness,  in  a  region  which  was  subsequently 
called  Maury  County,  they  erected  their  log  huts 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the  hard  toil  of 
a  new  farm  in  the  wilderness,  James  K.  Polk 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  childhood  and  youth. 
His  father,  adding  the  pursuit  of  a  surveyor  to 
that  of  a  farmer,  gradually  increased  in  wealth, 
until  he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
region.  His  mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of 
strong  common  sense  and  earnest  piet}^. 

Very  early  in.  life  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading,  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  liberal  education.  His  mother’s  training 
had  made  him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught 
him  punctuality  and  industry,  and  had  inspired 
him  with  lofty  principles  of  morality.  His  health 
was  frail,  and  his  father,  fearing  that  he  might  not 
be  able  to  endure  a  sedentary  life,  got  a  situation 
for  him  behind  the  counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for 
commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when, 
at  his  earnest  solicitation,  his  father  removed 
him  and  made  arrangements  for  him  to  pros¬ 
ecute  his  studies.  Soon  after  he  sent  him  to  Mur¬ 
freesboro  Academy.  With  ardor  which  could 
scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed  forward  in  his 


studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a-half  years,  in 
the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplar}^  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  everj^  exercise,  never  allow¬ 
ing  himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a 
religious  sendee. 

Mr.  Polk  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest 
honors,  being  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class, 
both  in  mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was 
then  twenty-three  years  of  age.  His  health  was 
at  this  time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with 
which  he  had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a 
short  season  of  relaxation,  he  went  to  Nashville, 
and  entered  the  office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study 
law.  Here  Mr.  Polk  renewed  his  acquaintance 
with  Andrew  Jackson,  who  resided  on  his  planta¬ 
tion,  the  “Hermitage,”  but  a  few  miles  from 
Nashville.  They  had  probably  been  slightly  ac¬ 
quainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk’s  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  adhered  to  the  same  political  faith. 
He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was  con¬ 
stantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such 
that  he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the 
stump.  He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  morals, 
genial  and  courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that 
sympathetic  nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  oth¬ 
ers  which  gave  him  ho.sts  of  friends.  In  1823, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
and  gave  his  strong  influence  toward  the  election 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.  His 
bride  was  altogether  worthy  of  him — a  lady  of 
j  beaut}^  and  culture.  In  the  fall  of  1825  Mr.  Polk 
j  was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress,  and  the  satis- 
i  faction  he  gave  his  constituents  may  be  inferred 
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from  the  fact,  that  for  fourteen  successive  3’ears, 
or  until  1839,  he  was  continued  in  that  office.  He 
then  voluntarily  withdrew,  only  that  he  might 
accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair  of  Tennessee.  In 
Congress  he  was  a  laborious  member,  a  frequent 
and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was  always  in  his 
seat,  always  courteous,  and  whenever  he  spoke 
it  was  always  to  the  point,  without  any  ambitious 
rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were 
roused  and  stormj^  scenes  were  witnessed,  but  he 
performed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general 
satisfaction,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk, 
as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State. 
He  was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville. 
In  1841  his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was 
again  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  in¬ 
augurated  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
verdict  of  the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  exerted  its  influence  upon  Congress, 
and  the  last  act  of  the  administration  of  President 
Tyler  was  to  affix  his  signature  to  a  joint  resolu¬ 
tion  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  IMarch,  ap¬ 
proving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 
As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas  as  one  of  her 
provinces,  the  Alexican  Minister,  Almonte,  im¬ 
mediately  demanded  his  passports  and  left  the 
country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation  to  be 
an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be 
received  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  other  States.  In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Tajdor 
was  sent  with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the 
country.  He  was  first  sent  to  Nueces,  which  the 
Mexicans  said  was  the  western  boundaiy'  of  Tex¬ 
as.  Then  he  was  sent  nearl}^  two  hundred  miles 
further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where  he  erected 
batteries  which  commanded  the  Mexican  city  of 
Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on  the  western 


banks.  The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place, 
and  war  was  declared  against  IMexico  bj'  President 
Polk.  The  war  was  pushed  foru'ard  by  his  ad¬ 
ministration  with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Tajdor, 
whose  army  was  first  called  one  of  ‘  ‘  obsen'ation,  ’  ’ 
then  of  “occupation,”  then  of  “invasion,”  was 
sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The  feeble  Mexicans 
in  every  encounter  were  hopelessly  slaughtered. 
The  day  of  judgment  alone  can  reveal  the  misery 
which  this  war  caused.  It  was  by  the  ingenuity 
of  Mr.  Polk’s  administration  that  the  war  was 
brought  on. 

“To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.”  Mexico 
was  prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our 
hands.  We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the 
condition  that  Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in 
addition  to  Texas,  all  of  New  Mexico^  and  all  of 
Upper  and  Lower  California.  This  new  demand 
embraced,  exclusive  of  Texas,  eight  hundred 
thousand  square  miles.  This  was  an  extent  of 
territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the  size  of  New 
York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen  ma¬ 
jestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There 
were  some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right; 
there  were  others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In 
the  prosecution  of  this  war  we  expended  twenty 
thousand  lives  and  more  than  $100,000,000.  Of 
this  money  $15,000,000  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  ]\Ir.  Polk  retired 
from  office,  having  serv^ed  one  term.  The  next 
daj’  was  Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Ta5dor  was 
inaugurated  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to 
the  Capitol  in  the  same  carriage  with  Gen.  Ta^’- 
lor,  and  the  same  evening,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he 
commenced  his  return  to  Tennessee.  He  was 
then  but  fift5'-four  j'ears  of  age.  He  had  alwaj-s 
been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits,  and  his 
health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune,  a 
choice  librarj',  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic 
ties  of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though 
long  3'ears  of  tranquillity  and  happiness  were  be¬ 
fore  him.  But  the  cholera — that  fearful  scourge 
— was  then  sweeping  up  the  Valle}'  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  he  contracted  the  disease,  dying  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fift3'-fourth  3-ear  of  his 
age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countr3-men. 
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^^ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth  President  of 
A  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1784,  in  Orange  County,  Va. 
His  father.  Col.  Taylor,  was  a  Virginian  of 
note,  and  a  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary  was  an  infant, 
his  father,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  emi¬ 
grated  to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in  the  path¬ 
less  wilderness,  a  few  miles  from  Louisville.  In 
this  frontier  home,  away  from  civilization  and  all 
its  refinements,  young  Zachary  could  enjoy  but 
few  social  and  educational  advantages.  When 
six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common  school, 
and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of 
character.  He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reli¬ 
ant,  and  manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the 
army  to  fight  the  Indians,  who  were  ravaging  the 
frontiers.  There  is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the 
uneventful  years  of  his  childhood  on  his  father’s 
large  but  lonely  plantation. 

In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for 
him  a  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were 
stationed  at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson. 
Soon  after  this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith, 
a  young  lady  from  one  of  the  first  families  of 
Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with 
England,  in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then 
been  promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command 
of  Ft.  Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles 
above  Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the 
wilderness  by  Gen.  Harri.son,  on  his  march  to 
Tippecanoe.  It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  at¬ 
tack  by  the  Indians,  led  by  Tecumseh.  Its  garri¬ 
son  consisted  of  a  broken  company  of  infantry, 
numbering  fifty  men,  many  of  whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians, 
stealthily,  and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the 


fort.  Their  approach  was  first  indicated  by  the 
murder  of  two  soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade. 
Capt.  Taylor  made  every  possible  preparation  to 
meet  the  anticipated  assault.  On  the  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  a  band  of  forty  painted  and  plumed  sav¬ 
ages  came  to  the  fort,  waving  a  white  flag,  and 
informed  Capt.  Taylor  that  in  the  morning  their 
chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk  with  him.  It 
was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages, 
kept  them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared; 
the  garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour 
before  midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a 
thousand  lips  in  the  forest  around,  followed  by 
the  discharge  of  musketry  and  the  rush  of  the 
foe.  Every  man,  sick  and  well,  sprang  to  his 
post.  Every  man  knew  that  defeat  was  not 
merely  death,  but,  in  the  case  of  capture,  death  by 
the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  torture.  No 
pen  can  describe,  no  imagination  can  conceive,  the 
scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses.  Until  six 
o’clock  in  the  morning  this  awful  conflict  con¬ 
tinued,  when  the  savages,  baffled  at  every  point 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired. 
Capt.  Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defense,  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  Major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  w’ar,  Maj.  Taylor  was 
placed  in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little 
more  of  active  servdce.  He  was  sent  far  away 
into  the  depths  of  the  wilderness  to  Ft.  Craw¬ 
ford,  on  Fox  River,  which  empties  into  Green 
Bay.  Here  there  was  little  to  be  done  but  to 
wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one  best  could. 
There  were  no  books,  no  societ}^  no  intellectual 
stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful  years 
rolled  on.  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  re- 
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suited  in  the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain, 
Col.  Taylor  took  a  subordinate,  but  a  brave  and 
efficient,  part. 

For  twenty-four  5"earsCol.  Taylor  was  engaged 
in  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  re¬ 
mote,  and  in  employments  so  obscure,  that  his 
name  was  unknown  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
immediate  acquaintance.  In  the  j^ear  1836,  he 
was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel  the  Seminole  Indi¬ 
ans  to  vacate  that  region,  and  retire  beyond  the 
iSIississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty  had  prom¬ 
ised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered  here 
secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government,  and  as  a  reward  he  was  ele¬ 
vated  to  the  high  rank  of  Brigadier- General  by 
brevet,  and  soon  after,  in  May,  1838,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  wearisome  emplo3-ment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  Peninsula,  Gen.  Taj’- 
lor  obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of 
command,  and  was  stationed  over  the  Department 
of  the  Southwest.  This  field  embraced  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing 
his  headquarters  at  Ft.  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he 
removed  his  family  to  a  plantation  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  near  Baton  Rouge.  Here  he  remained 
for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were,  from  the  world, 
but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty  imposed 
upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Tajdor  was  sent  to  guard  the 
land  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the 
latter  river  being  the  boundarj'  of  Texas,  which 
was  then  claimed  by  the  United  States.  Soon 
the  war  with  Mexico  was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Gen.  Tajdor  won 
brilliant  victories  over  the  Mexicans.  The  rank 
of  Major-General  bj’’  brevet  was  then  conferred 
upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name  was  received 
with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in  the  na¬ 
tion.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterej'  and 
Buena  Vista,  in  which  he  .won  signal  victories  ’ 
over  forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded.  ' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena 
Vista  spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the 
country.  The  name  of  Geh.  Tajdor  was  on 
every-  one’s  lips.  The  Whig  party  decided  to  i 


take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  popularit}’  in 
bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  unlettered,  hon¬ 
est  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  announce¬ 
ment,  and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it,  de¬ 
claring  that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such 
an  office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  poli¬ 
tics,  that  for  forty  3-ears  he  had  not  cast  a  vote. 
It  was  not  without  chagrin  that  several  distin¬ 
guished  statesmen,  who  had  been  long  3^ears  in 
the  public  ser\-ice,  found  their  claims  set  aside  in 
behalf  of  one  whose  name  had  never  been  heard 
of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de 
la  Palma,  ISIonterey  and  Buena  Vista.  It  is  said 
that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste,  remarked,  “  It 
is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made.” 

Gen.  Ta3-lor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a 
fine  writer.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him, 
and  prepared  such  few  communications  as  it  was 
needful  should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The 
popularity  of  the  successful  warrior  swept  the 
land.  He  was  triumphantly  elected  over  two 
opposing  candidates, — Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-Presi¬ 
dent  iSIartin  Van  Buren.  Though  he  selected  an 
excellent  cabinet,  the  good  old  man  found  himself 
in  a  ver3-  uncongenial  position,  and  was  at  times 
sorely  perplexed  and  harassed.  His  mental  suf¬ 
ferings  were  very-  severe,  and  probabL”^  tended  to 
hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party  rvas 
pushing  its  claims  with  tirele.ss  energ3-;  expedi¬ 
tions  were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba;  California 
w-as  pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while 
slavery  stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen. 
Taylor  found  the  political  conflicts  in  Washington 
to  be  far  more  tr3-ing  to  the  nerr-es  than  battles 
with  Mexicans  or  Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Ta3dor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  PresideiAtial  chair  but 
little  over  a  3-ear,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief 
sickness  of  but  little  over  five  da3-s,  died,  on  the 
9th  of  July,  1850.  His  last  words  were,  ‘‘I  am 
not  afraid  to  die.  I  am  read3-.  I  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  do  my  dut3v”  He  died  universal^-  re¬ 
spected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  unpretending 
man,  he  had  been  steadi^-  growing  in  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  people,  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la¬ 
mented  his  death. 
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y/|  ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thirteenth  President 
y  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Summer 
0  Hill,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. ,  on  the  7th  of 
J anuaiy-,  1 800.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and,  owing 
to  misfortune,  in  humble  circumstances.  Of  his 
mother,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard,  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been  said  that  she  pos¬ 
sessed  an  intellect  of  a  high  order,  united  with 
much  personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  disposi¬ 
tion,  graceful  manners  and  exquisite  sensibilities. 
She  died  in  1831,  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  promise,  though  she 
was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high  dignity 
which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender 
advantages  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The 
common  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended, 
were  very  imperfect  institutions,  and  books  were 
scarce  and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then 
in  his  character  to  indicate  the  brilliant  career 
upon  which  he  was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a 
plain  farmer’s  boy — intelligent,  good-looking, 
kind-hearted.  The  sacred  influences  of  home 
had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible,  and  had  laid 
the  foundations  of  an  upright  character.  When 
fourteen  j-ears  of  age,  his  father  sent  him  some 
hundred  miles  from  home  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  Count}^  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  village,  where 
some  enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  col¬ 
lection  of  a  village  librar5^  This  proved  an  in¬ 
estimable  blessing  to  young  Fillmore.  His  even¬ 
ings  were  spent  in  reading.  Soon  ever>"  leisure 
moment  was  occupied  with  books.  His  thirst  for 
knowledge  became  insatiate,  and  the  selections 
which  he  made  were  continually  more  elevating 
and  instructive.  He  read  history,  biogiaph}', 
oratoiyq  and  thus  gradually  there  was  enkindled 


in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more  than  a 
mere  worker  with  his  hands. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appear¬ 
ance  and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hap¬ 
pened  that  there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  ample  pecuniary  means  and  of  benev¬ 
olence, — ^Judge  Walter  Wood, — who  was  struck 
with  the  prepossessing  appearance  of  young  Fill¬ 
more.  He  made  his  acquaintance,  and  was  so 
much  impressed  with  his  ability  and  attainments 
that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his  trade  and  de¬ 
vote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The  young 
man  replied  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him,  and  that  his  previous  edu¬ 
cation  had  been  very-  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood 
had  so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly 
offered  to  take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to 
lend  him  such  money  as  he  needed.  Most  grate¬ 
fully  the  generous  offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion 
about  a  collegiate  education.  A  3'oung  man  is 
supposed  to  be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  gradu¬ 
ated  at  some  college.  But  many  a  boy  who  loi¬ 
ters  through  university  halls  and  then  enters  a 
law  office  is  by  no  means  as  well  prepared  to 
prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was  hlillard  Fill¬ 
more  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing-mill  at 
the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to 
intense  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twentj’-three  j'ears  of  age,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  then  went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  com¬ 
menced  the  practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded, 
quiet  region,  his  practice,  of  course,  was  limited, 
and  there  was  no  opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in 
fortune  or  in  fame.  Flere,  in  1826,  he  married  a 
lady  of  great  moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of 
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adorning  any  station  she  might  be  called  to  fill, — 
Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advo¬ 
cate,  gradually  attracted  attention,  and  he  was 
invited  to  enter  into  partnership,  under  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  circumstances,  with  an  elder  member 
of  the  Bar  in  Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to 
Buffalo,  in  1829,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  Repre¬ 
sentative  from  Erie  Count3^  Though  he  had 
never  taken  a  veiy^  active  part  in  politics,  his  vote 
and  sj-unpathies  were  with  the  Whig  part}-.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  helpless  minority  in  the  Legislature;  still  the 
testimony  comes  from  all  parties  that  his  courtesy, 
ability  and  integrit}^  won,  to  a  very  unusual  de¬ 
gree,  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered 
that  troubled  arena  in  the  most  tumultuous  hours 
of  our  national  historj',  when  the  great  conflict 
respecting  the  national  bank  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  was  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed,  and  he  returned 
to  his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increas¬ 
ing  reputation  and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two 
3’ ears  he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress; 
was  re-elected,  and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His 
past  experience  as  a  Representative  gave  him 
strength  and  confidence.  The  first  term  of  service 
in  Congress  to  any  man  can  be  but  little  more 
than  an  introduction.  He  was  now  prepared  for 
active  duty.  All  his  energies  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every  measure  re¬ 
ceived  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute, 
and  his  popularity  filled  the  State.  In  the  3^ear 
1847,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years,  he  was  elected  Comptroller  of  the 
State.  His  labors  at  the  Bar,  in  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  in  Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given 
him  very  considerable  fame.  The  Whigs  were 
casting  about  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-President  at  the  approaching  elec¬ 
tion.  Far  away  on  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
there  was  a  rough  old  soldier,  who  had  fought 


one  or  two  successful  battles  with  the  Mexicans, 
which  had  caused  his  name  to  be  proclaimed  in 
trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land  as  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency.  But  it  was  necessar3'  to  associate 
with  him  on  the  same  ticket  some  man  of  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachar3^  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore 
became  the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President.  The 
Whig  ticket  was  signalE^  triumphant.  On  the 
4th  of  March,  1849,  Gen.  Ta3dor  was  inaugurated 
President,  and  Millard  Fillmore  Vice-President, 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  JuE',  1850,  President  Ta3dor, 
about  one  3-ear  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura¬ 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the 
Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  be¬ 
came  President.  He  appointed  a  very  able  cabi¬ 
net,  of  which  the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was 
Secretary  of  State;  nevertheless,  he  had  serious 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  since  the  opposition 
had  a  majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  all  in  his 
power  to  conciliate  the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery 
party  iu  the  South  felt  the  inadequacy  of  all 
measures  of  transient  conciliation.  The  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  increasing 
over  that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevitable 
that  the  power  of  the  Government  should  soon 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The  fa¬ 
mous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under 
Mr.  Fillmore’s  administration,  and  the  Japan  ex¬ 
pedition  was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March, 
1853,  he,  having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  b3*  the  “Know-Nothing”  part3q  but 
was  beaten  b3"  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr. 
Fillmore  lived  in  retirement.  During  the  terri¬ 
ble  conflict  of  civil  war,  he  was  mostE-  silent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  that  his  S3'mpathies  were 
rather  with  those  who  w^ere  endeavoring  to  over¬ 
throw  our  institutions.  President  Fillmore  kept 
aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any  cordial  words 
of  cheer  to  one  party  or  the  other.  He  was  thus 
forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the  fourteenth  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hills¬ 
borough,  N.  H.,  November  23,  1804.  His 
father  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  with  his 
own  strong  arm  hewed  out  a  home  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  He  was  a  man  of  inflexible  integrity,  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated,  mind,  and  was  an  un¬ 
compromising  Democrat.  The  mother  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son  could  desire — an  in¬ 
telligent,  prudent,  affectionate,  Christian  woman. 

Franklin,  who  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children, 
was  a  remarkably  bright  and  handsome  boy, 
generous,  warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won 
alike  the  love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on 
the  play-ground  loved  him.  His  teachers  loved 
him.  The  neighbors  looked  upon  him  with  pride 
and  affection.  He  was  by  instinct  a  gentleman, 
always  speaking  kind  words,  and  doing  kind 
deeds,  with  a  peculiar,  unstudied  tact  which 
taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de¬ 
veloping  any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar,  and  in 
body  and  mind  a  finely  developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820, 
he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  3mung  men  in 
the  college.  The  purity  of  his  moral  character, 
the  unvarjflng  courtesj'  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank 
as  a  scholar,  and  genial  nature,  rendered  him  a 
universal  favorite.  There  was  something  pe¬ 
culiarly  winning  in  his  address,  and  it  was  evi¬ 
dently  not  in  the  slightest  degree  studied — it  was 
the  simple  outgushing  of  his  own  magnanimous 
and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin 
Pierce  commenced  the  stud^'  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 


lawyers  of  the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private 
worth.  The  eminent  social  qualities  of  the  3’ouug 
lawyer,  his  father’s  prominence  as  a  public  man, 
and  the  brilliant  political  career  into  which  J udge 
Woodbury  was  entering,  all  tended  to  entice  Mr. 
Pierce  into  the  fascinating  3'et  perilous  path  of 
political  life.  With  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 
Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected  to  represent 
the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here  he 
served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  by  a  very  large 
vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twentj^-nine,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress.  In  1837,  being 
then  but  thirty-three  years  old,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren 
commenced  his  administration.  He  was  the 
youngest  member  in  the  Senate.  In  the  3'ear 
1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means  Appleton,  a 
lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and  one 
admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every  station  with  which 
her  husband  was  honored.  Of  the  three  sons  who 
were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with  their  par¬ 
ents  in  the  grave. 

In,  the  5"ear  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing 
fame  and  increasing  business  as  a  lawj'er,  took  up 
his  residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New 
Hampshire.  President  Polk,  upon  his  accession 
to  office,  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorne3’--General 
of  the  United  States;  but  the  offer  was  declined 
in  consequence  of  numerous  professional  engage¬ 
ments  at  home,  and  the  precarious  state  of  Mrs. 
Pierce’s  health.  He  also,  about  the  same  time, 
declined  the  nomination  for  Governor  b)’  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called 
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Mr.  Pierce  iuto  the  army.  Receiving  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Brigadier-General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport,  R  I.,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1847.  He  took  an  important  part 
in  this  war,  proving  himself  a  brave  and  true  sol¬ 
dier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Mexican  W ar,  and  coldly  by  his 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in 
political  questions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to 
the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  compromise  measures  met  cordially  with  his 
approval,  and  he  strenuously  advocated  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  infamous  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
which  so  shocked  the  religious  sensibilities  of  the 
North.  He  thus  became  distinguished  as  a 
“  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.”  The 
strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse¬ 
quently  regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  the}^  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  earn,-  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  con¬ 
vention  met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Pre.sidency.  For  four  days  the}^  contin¬ 
ued  in  session,  and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one 
had  obtained  a  two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus 
far  had  been  thrown  for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the 
Virginia  delegation  brought  forward  his  name. 
There  were  fourteen  more  ballotings,  during  which 
Gen.  Pierce  constantly  gained  strength,  until,  at 
the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he  received  two  hundred 
and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all  other  candidates 
eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was  the  Whig  can¬ 
didate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with  great  una¬ 
nimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Kentuck}"  and  Tennessee — cast  their  elec¬ 
toral  votes  against  him.  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 

His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most 
stormy  our  country'  had  ever  experienced.  The 
controversy  between  slavery  and  freedom  was 
then  approaching  its  culminating  point.  It  be¬ 
came  evident  that  there  was  to  be  an  irrepressible 
conflict  between  them,  and  that  this  nation 
could  not  long  exist  ‘  ‘  half  slave  and  half  free.  ’  ’ 


President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  admin¬ 
istration,  did  eveiy-thing  he  could  to  conciliate  the 
South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  ever>- 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on 
every  Southern  breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Presi¬ 
dent  Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four- 
years  term  of  office.  The  North  had  become 
thoroughly  alienated  from  him.  The  anti-slaver>' 
sentiment,  goaded  by  great  outrages,  had  been 
rapidly  increasing;  all  the  intellectual  ability  and 
social  worth  of  President  Pierce  were  forgotten  in 
deep  reprehension  of  his  administrative  acts.  The 
slaveholders  of  the  South  also,  unmindful  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  had  advocated  those  meas¬ 
ures  of  Government  which  they  approved,  and 
perhaps  feeling  that  he  had  rendered  himself 
so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be  able  to  accepta¬ 
bly  seiwe  them,  ungratefull}^  dropped  him,  and 
nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re¬ 
turned  to  his  home  in  Concord.  His  three  chil¬ 
dren  were  all  dead,  his  last  sur\’iving  child  hav¬ 
ing  been  killed  before  his  e3'es  in  a  railroad  acci¬ 
dent;  and  his  wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and 
accomplished  of  ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in 
consumption.  The  hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon 
came,  and  he  was  left  alone  in  the  world  without 
wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth  which 
divided  our  country-  into  two  parties,  and  two 
onlj’,  Mr.  Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  which  he  had  alwaj'S  cherished,  and  gave 
his  S3mipathies  to  that  pro-slaver3’  part3"  with 
which  he  had  ever  been  allied.  He  declined  to 
do  anything,  either  b3'  voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen 
the  hand  of  the  National  Government.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  in  Concord  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1869.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of  men,  an  hon¬ 
ored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Generous  to  a 
fault,  he  contributed  liberally  toward  the  allevia¬ 
tion  of  suffering  and  want,  and  man3^  of  his 
towns-people  were  often  gladdened  by  his  material 
bount3’. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fifteenth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  ridge 
of  the  Alleghanies,  in  Franklin  County,  'Pa.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place  where  the 
humble  cabin  home  stood  was  called  Stony  Bat¬ 
ter.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ire¬ 
land,  who  had  emigrated  in  1783,  with  little  prop¬ 
erty  save  his  own  strong  arms.  Five  years  after¬ 
ward  he  married  Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter 
of  a  respectable  farmer,  and,  with  his  young  bride, 
plunged  into  the  wilderness,  staked  his  claim, 
reared  his  log  hut,  opened  a  clearing  wdth  his 
axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  perform  his  obscure 
part  in  the  drama  of  life.  When  James  was  eight 
years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  the  village  of 
Mercersburg,  where  his  son  was  placed  at  school, 
and  commenced  a  course  of  study  in  English, 
Latin  and  Greek.  His  progress  was  rapid,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  developed  remarkable 
talent,  and  took  his  stand  among  the  first  scholars 
in  the  institution. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  high¬ 
est  honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen 
years  of  age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health, 
fond  of  athletic  .sports,  an  unerring  shot,  and  en¬ 
livened  with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits. 
He  immediately  commenced  the  study  of  law  in 
the  city  of  Lancaster,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1812,  when  he  was  but  twentj'-one  3'ears 
of  age. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House.  During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he 


occasionally  tried  some  important  case.  In  1831 
he  retired  altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profes¬ 
sion,  having  acquired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presi¬ 
dency,  appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  Minister  to  Rus¬ 
sia.  The  duties  of  his  mission  he  performed 
with  ability,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 
Upon  his  return,  in  1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat 
in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  there  met  as 
his  associates  Webster,  Clay,  Wright  and  Cal¬ 
houn.  He  advocated  the  measures  propo,sed  by 
President  Jackson,  of  making  reprisals  against 
France  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our  claims 
against  that  countrjq  and  defended  the  course  of 
the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
remo^ml  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the 
supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon  this 
question  he  was  brought  into  direct  collision  with 
Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad¬ 
vocated  expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
the  vote  of  censure  against  Gen.  Jackson  for  re¬ 
moving  the  deposits.  Earnestty  he  opposed  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of 
anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United  States 
mails.  As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
he  advocated  that  thej'  should  be  re.spectfulljf  re¬ 
ceived,  and  that  the  reply  should  be  returned 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject.  “  Congress,”  said  he,  ‘‘might  as  well 
undertake  to  interfere  with  slaver}'  under  a  for¬ 
eign  government  as  in  anj'  of  the  States  where  it 
now  exists.  ’  ’ 

Upon  Mr.  Polk’s  acce.s.sion  to  the  Presidency, 
Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretarj-  of  State,  and  as 
such  took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the 
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conduct  of  tlie  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed 
that  crossing  the  Nueces  by  the  American 
troops  into  the  disputed  territory  was  not  wrong, 
but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Texas  was  a  declaration  of  war.  No  candid 
man  can  read  with  pleasure  the  account  of  the 
course  our  Government  pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly 
with  the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and 
extension  of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies 
of  his  mind  to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 
He  gave  his  cordial  approval  to  the  compromise 
measures  of  1850,  which  included  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidenc}^  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mis¬ 
sion  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  Con¬ 
vention  nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged. 
All  the  friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all 
the  advocates  of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition 
on  the  other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the 
enemies  of  slaver}’,  received  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  was  elected. 
The  popular  vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont, 
1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857, 
the  latter  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with 
whom  he  had  been  allied  in  political  principles 
and  action  for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Government,  that  they  might  rear 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a  nation 
whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery.  In 
this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly 
bewildered.  He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed 
principles,  consistently  oppose  the  State  Rights 
party  in  their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the 
United  States,  bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to 
administer  the  laws,  he  could  not,  without  per¬ 
jury  of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with  those  en¬ 
deavoring  to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He  there¬ 
fore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  administra¬ 


tion  nominated  Abraham  Fincoln  as  their  stand¬ 
ard-bearer  in  the  next.  Presidential  canvass. 
The  pro-slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were 
elected  and  the  control  of  the  Government  were 
thus  taken  from  their  hands,  they  would  secede 
from  the  Union,  taking  with  them  as  they  retired 
the  National  Capitol  at  Washington  and  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave¬ 
holders  claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr. 
Buchanan  avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions 
of  governmental  imbecility  was  exhibited  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State 
which  had  withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting 
to  withdraw,  from  the  Union.  This  was  not  the 
doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand 
upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed;  “The  Union 
must  and  shall  be  presen-ed !  ’  ’ 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860, 
nearly  three  months  before  the  inauguration  of 
President  Fincoln.  IMr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in 
listless  despair.  The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in 
Charleston;  Ft.  Sumter  wns  besieged;  our  forts, 
navy -yards  and  arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots 
of  military  stores  were  plundered,  and  our  cus¬ 
tom-houses  and  post-offices  were  appropriated  by 
the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Executive  were  alike  man’elous.  The  na¬ 
tion  looked  on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow 
weeks  to  glide  away  and  close  the  administration, 
so  terrible  in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long- 
looked-for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abra¬ 
ham  Fincoln  was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex¬ 
perienced.  His  best  friends  can  not  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled 
its  billows  of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole 
land,  no  word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his 
wish  that  our  country’s  banner  should  triumph 
over  the  flag  of  the  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his 
Wheatland  retreat,  June  i,  1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the  sixteenth  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hardin 
County,  Ky.,  February  12,  1809.  About 
the  year  1780,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his  family  and  moved 
into  the  then  wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  and  while  still  a  young  man, 
he  was  working  one  day  in  a  field,  when  an  Indian 
stealthily  approached  and  killed  him.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five  little  chil¬ 
dren,  three  boys  and  two  girls.  Thomas,  thfe 
youngest  of  the  boys,  and  the  father  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father’s  death. 

When  twenty-eight  years  old,  Thomas  Lincoln 
built  a  log  cabin,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky 
emigrants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia. 
Their  second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was 
a  noble  woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created 
to  adorn  a  palace,  but  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and 
die  in  a  hovel.  “  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,” 
exclaimed  the  grateftil  son,  ‘‘  I  owe  to  my  angel- 
mother.  ’  ’  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  sold  his  cabin  and  small  farm  and  moved 
to  Indiana,  where  two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly 
family  was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There 
were  joys  and  griefs,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Abraham’s  sister  Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly 
attached,  was  married  when  a  child  of  but  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  and  soon  died.  The  family 
was  gradually  scattered,  and  Thomas  Lincoln 
sold,  out  his  squatter’s  claim  in  1830,  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  Macon  County,  Ill. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twentj'-one  j^ears 
of  age.  With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father 
in  rearing  another  log  cabin,  and  worked  quite 
diligently  at  this  until  he  saw  the  family  com¬ 
fortably  settled,  and  their  small  lot  of  enclosed 
prairie  planted  with  corn,  when  he  announced  to 


his  father  his  intention  to  leave  home,  and  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  fortune.  Little 
did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  brilliant  that 
fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Religion  he 
revered.  His  morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  un¬ 
contaminated  by  a  single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired 
laborer  among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to 
Springfield,  where  he  was  employed^  in  building 
a  large  flat-boat.  In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine, 
floated  them  down  the  Sangamon  to  Illinois,  and 
thence  by  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  What¬ 
ever  Abraham  Lincoln  undertook,  he  performed 
so  faithfully  as  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  his 
employers.  In  this  adventure  the  latter  were 
so  well  pleased,  that  upon  his  return  they  placed 
a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  J832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  he  enlisted  and  was  chosen  Captain  of  a 
company.  He  returned  to  Sangamon  County, 
and,  although  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated. 
He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew  Jackson  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem.  His 
only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there,  read}'  to  deliver  to  tho.se 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  sur^-eying,  and 
soon  made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again 
became  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  and  was 
elected.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advi.sed  him 
to  study  law.  He  walked  from  New  Salem  to 
Springfield,  borrowed  of  Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of 
books,  carried  them  back,  and  began  his  legal 
studies.  When  the  Legislature  assembled,  he 
trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back  one 
hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here 
it  was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839 
he  removed  to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice 
of  law.  His  success  with  the  jury^  was  so  great 
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that  he  was  soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted 
case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas  on  the  slavery  ques¬ 
tion.  In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Illinois,  in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at 
once  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party. 
Mr.  Lincoln’s  speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator 
Douglas  in  the  contest  in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  form  a  most  notable  part  of  his  history. 
The  issue  was  on  the  slaver}-  question,  and  he 
took  the  broad  ground  of  the  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence,  that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  contest,  but  won  a 
far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chi¬ 
cago  on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates 
and  strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to 
twenty-five  thousand.  An  immense  building 
called  “  The  Wigwam,”  was  reared  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  convention.  There  were  eleven  candi¬ 
dates  for  whom  votes  were  thrown.  William  H. 
Seward,  a  man  whose  fame  as  a  statesman  had 
long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most  prominent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  he  would  be  the  nomi¬ 
nee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received  the 
nomination  on  the  third  ballot. 

Election  day  came,  and  IMr.  Lincoln  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty  electoral  votes  out  of  two 
hundred  and  three  cast,  and  was,  therefore,  con¬ 
stitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this 
good  and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slave¬ 
holders,  was  greater  than  upon  any  other  man 
ever  elected  to  this  high  position.  In  February, 
1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  .started  for  Washington,  stop¬ 
ping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his  way,  making 
.speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught  with 
much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassi¬ 
nation  were  afterward  brought  to  light.  A  gang 
in  Baltimore  had  arranged  upon  his  arrival  to 
“get  up  a  row,”  and  in  the  confu.sion  to  make 
sure  of  his  death  with  revolvers  and  hand-gren¬ 
ades.  A  detective  unravelled  the  plot.  A  secret 
and  .special  train  was  provided  to  take  him  from 
Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an  unexpected 


hour  of  the  night.  The  tram  started  at  half-past 
ten,  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communication 
on  the  part  of  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con¬ 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train 
had  started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr. 
Lincoln  reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was 
inaugurated,  although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by 
all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to 
other  prominent  opponents  before  the  convention 
he  gave  important  positions;  but  during  no  other 
administration  had  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
President  been  so  manifold,  and  the  responsibilities 
so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to  his  lot.  Knowing 
this,  and  feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability 
to  meet,  and  in  his  own  strength  to  cope  with, 
the  difficulties,  he  learned  early  to  seek  Divine 
wisdom  and  guidance  in  determining  his  plans, 
and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his  trials,  both  personal 
and  national.  Contrary  to  his  own  estimate  of 
himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  most  cour¬ 
ageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the  rebel 
capital  j  ust  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving,  with 
no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had 
been  made  for  his  assassination,  and  he  at  last 
fell  a  victim  to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he, 
with  Gen.  Grant,  was  urgently  invited  to  attend 
Ford’s  Theatre.  It  was  announced  that  they 
would  be  present.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  left  the 
city.  President  Lincoln,  feeling,  with  his  char¬ 
acteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that.it  would  be  a 
disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them,  ver}-  re¬ 
luctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play,  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes 
Booth  entered  the  box  where  the  President  and 
family  were  seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his 
brain.  He  died  the  next  morning  at  seven 
o’clock. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world  was 
a  nation  plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death 
of  its  ruler.  Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and 
wept  in  speechless  anguish.  His  was  a  life  which 
will  fitly  become  a  model.  His  name  as  the 
Savior  of  his  country  will  live  with  that  of  Wash¬ 
ington’s,  its  Father. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seventeenth  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  early  life  of  An¬ 
drew  Johnson  contains  but  the  record  of  pov¬ 
erty,  destitution  and  friendlessness.  He  was  born 
December  29,  1808,  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  par¬ 
ents,  belonging  to  the  class  of  “poor  whites’’ 
of  the  South,  were  in  such  circumstances  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slightest  advantages  of 
education  upon  their  child.  When  Andrew  was 
five  years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally  lost  his 
life,  while  heroically  endeavoring  to  save  a  friend 
from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by 
the  labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living 
with  her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one 
day,  and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write, was 
apprenticed  to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gen¬ 
tleman  was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor’s 
shop  occasionally,  and  reading  to  thfe  boys  at 
work  there.  He  often  read  from  the  speeches  of 
distinguished  British  statesmen.  Andrew,  who 
was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  became  much  interested  in  these  speeches; 
his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he  was  inspired  with 
a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- 
workmen  learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon 
the  gentleman  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches. 
The  owner,  pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave 
him  the  book,  but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  com¬ 
bine  the  letters  into  words.  Under  such  difficul¬ 
ties  he  pressed  onward  laboriously,  .spending  usu¬ 
ally  ten  or  twelve  hours  at  work  in  the  shop,  and 
then  robbing  himself  of  rest  and  recreation  to  de¬ 
vote  such  time  as  he  could  to  reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 


Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who 
possessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions 
he  learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a 
favorite  with  the  students  of  Greenville  College. 
In  1828,  he  organized  a  working  man’s  party, 
which  elected  him  Alderman,  and  in  1830  elected 
him  Mayor,  which  position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in 
political  affairs,  identifying  himselfwith  the  work¬ 
ing-class,  to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  of  Tennessee.  He  was  then  just  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age.  He  became  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Legislature,  gave  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1840  “stumped  the 
State,’’  advocating  Martin  Van  Buren’s  claims  to 
the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those  of  Gen. 
Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843, 
he  was  elected  a  Member  of  Congress,  and  by  suc¬ 
cessive  elections  held  that  important  post  for  ten 
years.  In  1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tenn¬ 
essee,  and  was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these 
responsible  positions,  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  distinguished  ability,  and  proved  himself  the 
warm  friend  of  the  working  classes.  In  1857,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  elected  United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating,  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  w^ould 
probably  prove  ‘  ‘to  be  the  gatew^ay  out  of  wdiich 
the  sable  sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage 
to  freedom,  and  become  merged  in  a  population 
congenial  to  thenuselves.’ ’  In  1850,  he  also  sup¬ 
ported  the  compromise  measures,  the  tw'o  essen- 
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tial  features  of  which  were,  that  the  white  people 
of  the  Territories  should  be  permitted  to  decide 
for  themselves  whether  they  would  enslave  the 
colored  people  or  not,  and  that  the  free  States  of 
the  North  should  return  to  the  South  persons  who 
attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly 
origin:  on  the  contrar}^,  he  often  took  pride  in 
avowing  that  he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own 
exertions.  “Sir,”  said  he  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  “I  do  not  forget  that  I  am  a  mechanic; 
neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam  was  a  tailor  and 
sewed  flg-leaves,  and  that  our  Savior  was  the  son 
of  a  carpenter.  ’  ’ 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i860, 
he  was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for 
the  Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of 
the  Southern  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took 
a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held 
that  “slavery  must  be  held  subordinate  to  the 
Union  at  whatever  cost.”  He  returned  to  Tenn¬ 
essee,  and  repeatedly  imperiled  his  owui  life  to 
protect  the  Unionists  of  that  State.  Tennessee 
having  seceded  from  the  Union,  President  Lincoln, 
on  March  4,  1862,  appointed  him  Military  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  State,  and  he  established  the  most 
stringent  military  rule.  His  numerous  proclama¬ 
tions  attracted  wide  attention.  In  1864,  he  was 
elected  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15,  1865, 
became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later  he 
said,  “The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime 
and  must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will 
not  always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong 
not  only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The 

people  must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the 
blackest  of  crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished.  ’  ’ 
Yet  his  whole  administration,  the  history  of  which 
is  so  well  known,  was  in  utter  inconsistency  with, 
and  in  the  most  violent  opposition  to,  the  princi¬ 
ples  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress,  and  he 
characterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and 
lawlessly  defied  it  in  everything  possible  to  the  ut¬ 
most.  In  the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of 


“High  crimes  and  misdemeanors,”  the  principal 
of  which  was  the  removal  of  Secretarj-  Stanton  in 
violation  of  the  Tenure  of  Office  Act,  articles  of 
impeachment  were  preferred  against  him,  and  the 
trial  began  March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearl}^  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was 
at  length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It 
was  certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  ar¬ 
ticle  so  would  it  vote  upon  all .  Thirtj'-four  voices 
pronounced  the  President  guilt}’.  As  a  two-thirds 
vote  was  necessar}’  to  his  condemnation,  he  was 
pronounced  acquitted,  notwithstanding  the  great 
majority  again.st  him.  The  change  of  one  vote 
from  the  not  guilty  side  would  have  sustained  the 
impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term, 
was  but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though 
impotently,  his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own 
party  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  renominate 
him  for  the  Presidency.  The  Nation  rallied  with 
enthusiasm,  unparalleled  since  the  days  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  around  the  name  of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew 
Johnson  was  forgotten.  The  bullet  of  the  assassin 
introduced  him  to  the  President’s  chair.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  never  was  there  presented  to  a 
man  a  better  opportunity  to  immortalize  his  name, 
and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a  nation.  He  failed 
utterly.  ^  He  retired  to  his  home  in  Greenville, 
Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in  politics  until 
1875.  On  January  26,  after  an  exciting  struggle, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
United  States  Senator  in  the  Forty-fourth  Congess, 
and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special  ses¬ 
sion  con^-ened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-Presi- 
dent  made  a  visit  to  his  daughter’s  home,  near 
Carter  Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his 
journey,  he  was  apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous 
health,  but  on  reaching  the  residence  of  his  child 
the  following  day,  he  was  .stricken  with  paralysis, 
which  rendered  him  unconscious.  He  rallied  oc¬ 
casionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at  2  A.  m., 
July  31 ,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  funeral  was 
held  at  Greenville,  on  the  3d  of  August,  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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HLYSSES  S.  grant,  the  eighteenth  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1822,  of  Christian  parents,  in 
a  humble  home  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after,  his  father  moved  to 
Georgetown,  Brown  County,  Ohio.  In  this  re¬ 
mote  frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses  received  a  common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  1839,  he  entered  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a  solid, 
sensible  young  man,  of  fair  ability,  and  of  sturdy, 
honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank  as  a 
scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  Lieutenant  of 
Infantry  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the 
Missouri  Territor}".  Two  years  he  passed  in  these 
dreary  solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His 
first  battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no 
chance  here  for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or 
heroism,  nor  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second 
battle.  At  the  battle  of  Montere\",  his  third  en¬ 
gagement,  it  is  said  that  he  performed  a  signal 
service  of  daring  and  skillful  horsemanship. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant 
returned  with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and 
was  again  sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the 
frontier.  The  discover^’  of  gold  in  California 
causing  an  immense  tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to 
the  Pacific  shores,  Capt.  Grant  was  sent  with  a 
battalion  to  Ft.  Dallas,  in  Oregon,  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  interests  of  the  immigrants.  But  life 
was  wearisome  in  tho.se  wilds,  and  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  returned  to  the  States.  Hav¬ 
ing  married,  he  entered  upon  the  cultivation  of  a 
small  farm  near  Sf.  Louis,  Mo.,  but  having  little 


skill  as  a  farmer,  and  finding  his  toil  not  re¬ 
munerative,  he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering 
into  the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother 
at  Galena,  Ill.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As 
the  tidings  of  the  rebels  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter 
reached  the  ears  of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting- 
room,  he  said;  “Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me 
for  the  army;  though  I  have  served  him  through 
one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  yet  repaid  the 
debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge  my  obliga¬ 
tions.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword  and 
see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too.  ’  ’ 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of 
volunteers,  and  led  them  as  their  Captain  to 
Springfield,  the  capital  of  the  State,  whei'e  their 
services  were  offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Gov¬ 
ernor,  impressed  by  the  zeal  and  straightforward 
executive  ability  of  Capt.  Grant,  gave  him  a  desk 
in  his  office  to  assist  in  the  volunteer  organiza¬ 
tion  that  was  being  formed  in  the  State  in  behalf 
of  the  Government.  On  the  15th  of  June,  1861, 
Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as  Colonel  of 
the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers. 
His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who  had 
served  for  fifteen  5'ears  in  the  regular  arm}^  were 
such  that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier- General,  and  was  placed  in  command  at 
Cairo.  The  rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Padu¬ 
cah,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
Scarcely  had  its  folds  appeared  in  the  breeze  ere 
Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The  rebels  fled,  their 
banner  fell,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  un¬ 
furled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  ser^nce  with  great  determina¬ 
tion  and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This 
was  the  beginning,  and  until  the  surrender  of 
Lee  at  Richmond  he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy 
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with  great  vigor  and  effectiveness.  At  Belmont, 
a  few  days  later,  he  surprised  and  routed  the 
rebels,  then  at  Ft.  Henry  won  another  victory. 
Then  came  the  brilliant  fight  at  Ft.  Donelson. 
The  nation  was  electrified  by  the  victor3^  and  the 
brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was  immediately 
made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military  district 
of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well 
how  to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  imme¬ 
diately  pushed  on  to  the  enemies’*lines.  Then 
came  the  terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Corinth,  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen. 
Pemberton  made  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
the  city  with  over  thirty  thousand  men  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  cannon.  The  fall  of 
Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most  severe  blow  which 
the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered,  and  opened 
up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown 
from  his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from 
which  he  was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then 
rushed  to  the  aid  of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas 
at  Chattanooga,  and  by  a  wonderful  series  of 
strategic  and  technical  measures  put  the  Union 
army  in  fighting  condition.  Then  followed  the 
bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Moun¬ 
tain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him 
unbounded  praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred 
on  Gen.  Grant.  He  repaired  to  Washington  to 
receive  his  credentials  and  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  new  office. 

Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge 
of  the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed 
National  troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond, 
the  nominal  capital  of  the  rebellion,  and  endeavor 
there  to  destroy  the  rebel  armies  which  would  be 
promptly  assembled  from  all  quarters  for  its  de¬ 
fense.  The  whole  continent  seemed  to  tremble 
under  the  tramp  of  these  majestic  armies,  rmshing 
to  the  decisive  battle-field.  Steamers  were  crowd¬ 
ed  with  troops.  Railway  trains  were  burdened 


with  closely -packed  thousands.  His  plans  were 
comprehensive,  and  involved  a  series  of  cam¬ 
paigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable 
energy  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the 
surrender  of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved. 
The  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation  de¬ 
clared  Gen.  Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  in¬ 
strument  in  its  salvation.  The  eminent  services 
he  had  thus  rendered  the  country  brought  him 
conspicuously  forward  as  the  Republican  candi¬ 
date  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated 
for  the  Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election 
received  a  majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  tu'o 
hundred  and  fourteen  out  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  01 
June,  1872,  placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for 
a  second  term  by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selec¬ 
tion  was  emphatically  indorsed  b}-  the  people  five 
months  later,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  elect¬ 
oral  votes  being  cast  for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen. 
Grant  started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the 
world.  He  visited  almost  eveiy'  countr}"  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  was  everywhere  received 
with  such  ovations  and  demonstrations  of  respect 
and  honor,  private  as  well  as  public  and  official, 
as  were  never  before  bestowed  upon  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before 
the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for 
a  renomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New 
York  and  embarked  in  the  brokerage  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Grant  &  Ward.  The 
latter  proved  a  villain,  wrecked  Grant’s  fortune, 
and  for  larceny  was  sent  to  the  penitentiaiy. 
The  General  was  attacked  with  cancer  in  the 
throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like  manner,  never 
complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as  General  of 
the  Arm}-,  and  retired  by  Congress.  The  cancer 
soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23,  1885, 
the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  oi 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES,  the  nineteenth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  Ohio,  October  4,  1822,  almost 
three  months  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Ruther¬ 
ford  Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  was  of  the  most  honorable  char¬ 
acter.  It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said,  as  far  back  as 
1280,  when  Hayes  and  Rutherford  were  two 
Scottish  chieftains,  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert  Bruce.  Both 
families  belonged  to  the  nobility,  owned  extensive 
estates,  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfortune 
overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scotland 
in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter, 
married  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of 
his  marriage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn. 
Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was 
a  manufacturer  of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn. 
Rutherford  Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather 
of  President  Hayes,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in 
August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer,  blacksmith  and 
tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to  Vermont  at  an 
unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro,  where  he 
established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son,  Rutherford 
Hayes,  the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was  born. 
He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ance.stors 
emigrated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having 
been  among  the  wealthiest  and  best  families  of 
Norwich.  Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  is 
traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grand¬ 
fathers  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industri¬ 
ous,  frugal,  yet  open-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a 


mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  could  mend  a  plow, 
knit  a  stocking,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that 
he  chose  to  undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises 
of  the  town,  and  conducted  his  business  on  Chris¬ 
tian  principles.  After  the  close  of  the  War  of 
1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable  to  his  neighbors,  he 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  or  raiP 
ways,  was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  in¬ 
spection  was  first  made,  occupying  four  months. 
Mr.  Hayes  decided  to  move  to  Delaware,  where 
the  family  arrived  in  1817.  He  died  July  22, 
1822,  a  victim  of  malarial  fever,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  of  whom  we 
write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  bereavement, 
found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in  her 
brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from 
Vermont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl,  whom  she  had 
adopted  some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Rutherford  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went 
to  school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neg¬ 
lected.  He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his 
mother  and  sister  as  he  would  have  done  at 
school.  His  sports  were  almost  wholly  within 
doors,  his  playmates  being  his  sister  and  her  asso¬ 
ciates.  These  circumstances  tended,  no  doubt,  to 
foster  that  gentleness  of  disposition  and  that  del¬ 
icate  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others  which 
were  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  took  the  deepest 
interest  in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy’s  health 
had  improved,  and  he  was  making  good  progress 
in  his  studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college. 
His  preparation  commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home; 
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but  he  was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  pro¬ 
fessor  in  the  Weslej-an  University  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  He  entered  Ken5’on  College  in  1838,  at  ■ 
the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  graduated  at  the  head 
of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow, 
Esq.,  in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities 
for  study  in  Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  enter  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
shortly  afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  at¬ 
torney-at-law  with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fre¬ 
mont.  Here  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring 
but  a  limited  practice,  and  apparently  unambitious 
of  distinction  in  his  profession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  am¬ 
bition  found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years, 
however,  his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events 
occurring  at  this  period  had  a  powerful  influence 
upon  his  subsequent  life.  One  of  these  was  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of  Chillicothe;  the  other  was 
his  introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literary  Club, 
a  body  embracing  among  its  members  such  men 
as  Chief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Gen.  John 
Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many  others 
hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The  mar-' 
riage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
our  Presidents  was  more  universally  admired, 
reverenced  and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and 
no  one  did  more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon 
American  womanhood.  The  LiteraryClub  brought 
Mr.  Hayes  into  constant  association  with  young 
men  of  high  character  and  noble  aims,  and  lured 
him  to  display  the  qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his 
bashfulness  and  modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  but  he  declined  to 
accept  the  nomination.  Two  j^ears  later,  the  of¬ 
fice  of  City  Solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City 
Council  elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was 
at  the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at 


the  Bar  was  among  the  first.  But  the  news  of 
the  attack  on  Ft.  Sumter  found  him  eager  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  militarj’  record  was  bright  and  illustrious. 
In  October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant- Colo¬ 
nel,  and  in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but  he  refused 
to  leave  his  old  comrades  and  go  among  strangers. 
Subseqijentlj',  however,  he  was  made  Colonel  of 
his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  South  Moun¬ 
tain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while  faint  and 
bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude  that 
won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment, 
after  his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General, 
and  placed  in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha 
division,  and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill  and 
Cedar  Creek,  he  was  promoted  Brigadier-General. 
He  was  also  breveted  Major-General,  “for  gallant 
and  distinguished  services  during  the  campaigns 
of  1864,  in  West  Virginia.’’  In  the  course  of  his 
arduous  seiwices,  four  horses  were  shot  from  un¬ 
der  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Ha3’es  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long 
been  Democratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the 
campaign,  and  after  the  election  was  importuned 
to  resign  his  commission  in  the  arm}^  but  he  fi¬ 
nally  declared,  “  I  shall  never  come  to  Washing¬ 
ton  until  I  can  come  b^’  way  of  Richmond.  ’  ’  He 
was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen.  Haj’es  was  elected  Governor  of 
Ohio,  over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular 
Democrat,  and  in  1869  was  re-elected  over  George 
H.  Pendleton.  He  was  elected  Governor  for  the 
third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  part}'  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and 
after  a  hard,  long  contest  was  chosen  President, 
and  was  inaugurated  Monday,  March  5,  1877. 
He  .served  his  full  terra,  not,  however,  with  satis-, 
faction  to  his  party,  but  his  administration  was  an 
average  one.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  quietly  in  his  Ohio  home,  where  he 
passed  away  January  17,  1893. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twentieth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  November  19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  Abram  and 
Eliza  (Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New  England 
ancestr}’,  and  from  families  well  known  in  the 
early  history  of  that  section  of  our  countiy',  but 
who  had  moved  to  the  Western  Reserve,  in  Ohio, 
early  in  its  settlement. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was  born  w'as 
not  unlike  the  houses  of  poor  Ohio  farmers  of 
that  day.  It  was  about  20  x  30  feet,  built  of  logs, 
with  the  spaces  between  the  logs  filled  with  clay. 
His  father  was  a  hard-working  farmer,  and  he 
soon  had  his  fields  cleared,  an  orchard  planted, 
and  a  log  barn  built.  The  household  comprised 
the  father  and  mother  and  their  four  children, 
Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and  James.  In  Ma}", 
1823,  the  father  died  from  a  cold  contracted  in 
helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire.  At  this  time 
James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps, 
can  tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his 
brother’s  toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty 
years  succeeding  his  father’s  death.  He  now 
lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Gar¬ 
field  enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the 
most  of  them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for 
others,  did  carpenter  work,  chopped  wood,  or  did 
anything  that  would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid 
his  widowed  mother  in  her  struggles  to  keep  the 
little  family  together.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield 
ever  ashamed  of  his  origin,  and  he  never  forgot 
the  friends  of  his  struggling  childhood,  3'outh  and 
manhood;  neither  did  they  ever  forget  him. 
When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor,  the  humblest  j 
friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly  greeted  as  j 
ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the  sj'm- 
pathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness  of 


want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple, 
plain,  modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  yoimg  Garfield  until 
he  was  about  sixteen  years  old  -was  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious 
to  go  aboard  a  vessel,  but  this  his  mother  strongly 
opposed.  She  finally  consented  to  his  going  to 
Cleveland,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that 
he  should  try  to  obtain  some  other  kind  of  em¬ 
ployment.  He  walked  all  the  way  to  Cleveland. 
This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city.  After  making 
many  applications  for  work,  and  trying  to  get 
aboard  a  lake  vessel  and  not  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal. 
He  remained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time,  when 
he  went  home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at 
Chester  for  about  three  years.  He  then  entered 
Hiram  and  the  Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few 
terms  of  school  in  the  mean  time,  and  doing  other 
work.  This  school  was  started  by  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  in  1850,  of  which  body  he  was  then  a 
member.  He  became  janitor  and  bell-ringer  in 
order  to  help  pay  his  way.  He  then  became  both 
teacher  and  pupil.  Soon  “  exhausting  Hiram,” 
and  needing  a  higher  education,  in  the  fall  of  1854 
he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram  Col¬ 
lege  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian,  or  Disciples,  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous 
member,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places 
where  he  happened  to  be. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage,  Novem¬ 
ber  II,  1858,  with  Miss  Lucretia  Rudolph,  who 
proved  herself  worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom 
all  the  w'orld  loved.  To  them  were  born  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  four  bo3'S 
and  one  girl. 
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Mr.  Garfield  made  liis  first  political  speeches  in  , 
1856,  in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and 
three  years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county 
mass-meetings,  and  became  the  favorite  speaker 
wherever  he  was.  During  this  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Ohio  Senate.  He  also  began  to 
study  law  at  Cleveland,  and  in  1861  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  The  great  Rebellion  broke  out  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year,  and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once 
resolved  to  fight  as  he  had  talked,  and  enlisted  to 
defend  the  Old  Flag.  He  received  his  commission 
as  Lieutenant- Colonel  of  the  Forty-second  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Ohio  Infantry  August  14,  1861.  He 
was  immediately  put  into  active  service,  and  be¬ 
fore  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action,  was 
placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  able 
rebel  officer,  Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 
This  work  was  bravely  and  speedily  accomplished, 
although  against  great  odds,  and  President  Lin¬ 
coln  commissioned  him  Brigadier-General,  Janu¬ 
ary  10,  1862;  and  “as  he  had  been  the  youngest 
man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years  before,  so  now 
he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the  army.’’  He 
was  with  Gen.  Buell’s  army  at  Shiloh,  in  its 
operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of 
the  general  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen. 
Fitz-John  Porter.  He  was  next  ordered  to  re¬ 
port  to  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
“  Chief  of  Staff.’’  The  military  histor}^  of  Gen. 
Garfield  closed  with  his  brilliant  services  at  Chick- 
amauga,  where  he  won  the  rank  of  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part,  Gen.  Garfield 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862,  from 
the  Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of 
Ohio  had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty 
years  mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Joshua  R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  strug¬ 
gle  that  he  resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At 
the  time  he  entered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest 
member  in  that  body.  There  he  remained  by 
suceessive  re-elections  until  he  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent,  in  1880.  Of  his  labors  in  Congress,  Senator 
Hoar  saj^s:  “Since  the  year  1864  you  cannot 
think  of  a  question  which  has  been  debated  in 


Congress,  or  discussed  before  a  tribunal  of  the 
American  people,  in  regard  to  which  you  will  not 
find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argument  on 
one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance  better 
than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings 
by  Mr.  Garfield.’’ 

Upon  January  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elect¬ 
ed  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June,  of  the  same  year,  was  nominated  as  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  President  at  the  great 
Chicago  Convention.  He  was  elected  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  November,  and  on  March  4,  1881,  was 
inaugurated.  Probably  no  administration  ever 
opened  its  existence  under  brighter  auspices  than 
that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every  day  it  grew 
in  favor  with  the  people.  By  the  ist  of  July 
he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  prelimi¬ 
nary  work  of  his  administration,  and  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Will¬ 
iams  College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the 
depot,  in  company  with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man 
stepped  behind  him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired 
directly  at  his  back.  The  President  tottered  and 
fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the  assassin  fired  a  second 
shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the  left  coat  sleeve  of  his 
victim,  but  inflicting  no  further  injuTy^  It  has 
been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was  ‘  ‘  the  shot 
that  v/as  heard  around  the  world.’’  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  nation  had  anything  occur¬ 
red  which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was 
smitten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his 
life,  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For 
eighty  days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July 
and  August,  he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  remained  master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and 
by  his  magnificent  bearing  taught  the  country^ 
and  the  world  one  of  the  noblest  of  human  les¬ 
sons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the  very  clutch  of 
death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpassingly  great 
in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  September 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of 
the  ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  be¬ 
fore.  The  world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  rarely 
ever  had  done  on  the  death  of  any  other  great 
and  noble  man. 
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HESTER  A.  ARTHUR,  twenty-first  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Vt.,  on  the  5th  day  of  October, 
1830,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  two  sons 
and  five  daughters.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Arthur,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country  from  County  Antrim,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newton ville,  near  Albany,  after  a  long  and  suc¬ 
cessful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  where  he  excelled  in  all  his  studies. 
After  his  graduation  he  taught  school  in  Ver¬ 
mont  for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  came  to  New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge  E.  D.  Culver 
as  a  student.  After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and 
room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  practicing  in  the  West,  and  for  three 
months  they  roamed  about  in  the  Western  States 
in  search  of  an  eligible  site,  but  in  the  end  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York,  where  they  hung  out  their 
shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  successful  career  al¬ 
most  from  the  start.  Gen.  Arthur  soon  after  mar¬ 
ried  the  daughter  of  Lieut.  Herndon,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  Con¬ 
gress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  bravery-  he  displayed  on  that  occa¬ 
sion.  Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr. 
Arthur’s  nomination  to  the  Vice-Presidency,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celeb¬ 
rity  in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon 
suit,  brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves 
who  had  been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in 


1852  that  Jonathan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to 
New  York  with  his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them 
to  Texas,  when  they  were  discovered  and  freed. 
The  Judge  decided  that  they  could  not  be  held  b}' 
the  owner  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howd 
of  rage  went  up  from  the  South,  and  the  Virginia 
Legislature  authorized  the  Attorney-General  of 
that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal.  William  M. 
Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed  to 
represent  the  people,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Charles  O’ Conor  here  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  slaveholders,  but  he,  too,  was 
beaten  by  Messrs.  Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long 
step  was  taken  toward  the  emancipation  of  the 
black  race. 

Another  great  ser\dce  was  rendered  by  Gen. 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jen¬ 
nings,  a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off 
a  Fourth  Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had 
paid  her  fare.  Gen.  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf, 
and  secured  a  verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next 
day  the  company  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored 
persons  to  ride  on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car 
companies  quickly  followed  their  example.  Be¬ 
fore  that  the  Sixth  Avenue  Company  ran  a  few 
special  cars  for  colored  persons,  and  the  other  lines 
refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

Gen.  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge- Advocate  of 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  Gov.  Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him 
Engineer-in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was 
made  Inspector-General,  and  soon  afterwmrd  be¬ 
came  Quartermaster-General.  In  each  of  these 
offices  he  rendered  great  ser\’ice  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  during  the  war.  At  the  end  of  Gov.  Mor-  j 
gall’s  term  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  form-  j 
ing  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  then  1 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney  of  New  York, 
was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  practice  of  this 
well-known  firm  was  very-  large  and  lucrative, 
as  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  was  an  able 
lawyer,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputa¬ 
tion,  if  not,  indeed,  one  of  national  extent. 

Mr.  Arthur  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State 
and  city  politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of 
the  Port  of  New  York  President  Grant,  No¬ 
vember  21,  1872,  to  succeed  Thomas  Murph)', 
and  he  held  the  office  until  July  20,  1878,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the 
famous  National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
.Chicago  in  June,  1880.  This  W'as  perhaps  the 
greatest  political  convention  that  ever  assembled 
on  the  continent.  It  was  composed  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  politicians  of  the  Republican  party,  all  able 
men,  and  each  stood  firm  and  fought  vigorously 
and  with  signal  tenacity  for  his  respective  can¬ 
didate  that  was  before  the  convention  for  the 
nomination.  Finall}-  Gen.  Garfield  received  the 
nomination  for  President,  and  Gen.  Arthur  for 
Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  stand¬ 
ard-bearer  of  the  Democratic  part3y  was  a  popular 
man,  and  his  party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his 
election. 

Finally  the  election  came,  and  the  countiy^’s 
choice  was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  in¬ 
augurated  March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice- 
President.  A  few  months  onlj’  had  passed  ere 
the  newly-chosen  President  was  the  victim  of  the 
a.ssassin’s  bullet.  Then  came  terrible  weeks  of 
.suffering — those  moments  of  anxious  suspense, 
when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  nations  were 
throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  recovery  of  j 
the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remarkable 
patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible 
suffering  man  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  en¬ 
dure,  was  seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was 


certainly  godlike.  During  all  this  period  of 
deepest  anxiety  Mr.  Arthur’s  ever>’  move  was 
watched,  and,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  that  his  everj' 
action  displayed  onty'  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
suffering  Garfield  might  recover  to  serve  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspiciouslj'  be¬ 
gun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested  in 
deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercj'  relieved  President 
Garfield  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as 
never  before  in  its  historj-  over  the  death  of  anj- 
other  man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  Vice-President  to  assume  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath 
in  New  York,  September  20,  1881.  The  position 
was  an  embarrassing  one  to  him,  made  doubly  so 
from  the  fact  that  all  e3-es  were  on  him,  anxious 
to  know  what  he  would  do,  what  policy  he  would 
pursue,  and  whom  he  would  select  as  advisers. 
The  duties  of  the  office  had  been  greatty"  neglected 
during  the  President’s  long  illness,  and  many  im¬ 
portant  measures  were  to  be  immediate^  decided 
by  him;  and  to  still  further  embarass  him  he  did 
not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many 
on  this  point.  Under  these  tr3-ing  circumstances. 
President  Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  his  own  hands,  and,  as  embarrassing  as 
was  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  happity  surprised 
the  nation,  acting  so  wisety-  that  but  few  criticized 
his  administration.  He  served  the  nation  well 
and  faithfulty^  until  the  close  of  his  administra¬ 
tion,  March  4,  1885,  and  was  a  popular  candidate 
before  his  party'  for  a  second  term.  His  name 
was  ably  presented  before  the  convention  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  was  received  with  great  favor,  and 
doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularit3'  of  one 
of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have  been 
selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party  for 
another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life,  car¬ 
rying  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American 
people,  whom  he  had  ser\’ed  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tor3'  to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself.  One 
3’ear  later  he  w'as  called  to  his  final  rest. 
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(pTEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVELAND,  the 
twenty -second  President  of  the  United  States, 
ViJ/  was  born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure  town  of 
Caldwell,  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  a  little 
two-and-a-half-story  white  house,  which  is  still 
standing  to  characteristically  mark  the  humble 
birthplace  of  one  of  America’s  great  men,  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in  origin  and 
born  in  the  cradle  of  wealth.  When  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his  father, 
who  W'as  a  Presbyterian  minister  with  a  large 
family  and  a  small  salary,  moved,  by  wa}^  of  the 
Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to  Fayetteville,  N. 
Y.,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a  larger 
field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles 
from  Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour 
was  born. 

At  the  last-mentioned  place  young  Grover  com¬ 
menced  going  to  school  in  the  good,  old-fashioned 
waj^  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after 
the  manner  of  all  village  boys — in  doing  the 
things  he  ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  dis¬ 
tinguishing  trait  of  all  geniuses  and  independent 
thinkers.  When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  four-  1 
teen  years,  he  had  outgrown  the  capacity  of  the  j 
village  school,  and  expressed  a  most  emphatic  de¬ 
sire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this  his  fa¬ 
ther  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those  ' 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him 
to  become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  pos¬ 
sible  means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fa5’ettevilie 
seemed  to  be  a  position  in  a  countiy  store,  wdiere  ■ 
his  father  and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  ; 


considerable  influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid 
$50  for  his  services  the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved 
trustworthy  he  was  to  receive  $100  the  second 
year.  Here  the  lad  commenced  his  career  as 
salesman,  and  in  two  years  he  had  earned  so  good 
a  reputation  for  trustworthiness  that  his  employ¬ 
ers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  indefinite  length 
of  time. 

But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in 
Fayetteville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  re¬ 
moval  to  Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  attending  a  High  School.  Here  he  industri¬ 
ously  pursued  his  studies  until  the  famiR^  re¬ 
moved  with  him  to  a  point  on  Black  River  known 
as  the  “Holland  Patent,’’  a  village  of  five  or  six 
hundred  people,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 
At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching  but 
three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  Citj'  to  accept, 
at  a  small  salar}",  the  position  of  under- teacher 
in  an  asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully 
for  two  years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good 
reputation  in  this  capacity,  he  concluded  that 
teaching  was  not  his  calling  in  life,  and,  revers¬ 
ing  the  traditional  order,  he  left  the  city  to  seek 
his  fortune,  instead  of  going  to  the  city.  He  first 
thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  there  was  some 
charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but  before  proceed¬ 
ing  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to  ask  advice 
of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted  stock¬ 
breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not  speak 
enthusiastically.  “What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?’’  he  asked.  “Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,’’  was  the  reply  “Good  gracious!’’  remarked 
the  old  gentleman;  “  do  you,  indeed?  Whatever 
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put  that  into  your  head  ?  How  much  money 
have  you  got?”  ‘‘Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I 
haven’t  got  any.” 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him 
a  place  temporaril}^  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at 
$50  a  year,  while  he  could  look  around.  One 
day  soon  afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Rogers,  Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and 
told  them  what  he  wanted.  A  number  of  young 
men  were  already  engaged  in  the  office,  but  Gro¬ 
ver’s  persistency  won,  and  he  was  finally  per¬ 
mitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and  have  the  use 
of  the  law  library,  receiving  as  wages  the  sum  of 
$3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle’s  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair,  and  as  for  his  overcoat  he 
had  none;  3'et  he  was,  nevertheless,  prompt  and 
regular.  On  the  first  day  of  his  service  there,  his 
senior  employer  threw  down  a  copy  of  Black- 
stone  before  him,  with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust 
fly,  saying  ‘‘That’s  where  they  all  begin.”  A 
titter  ran  around  the  little  circle  of  clerks  and 
students,  as  they  thought  that  was  enough  to 
scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans;  but  in  due 
time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleve¬ 
land  exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather 
than  for  chasing  principles  through  all  their 
metaphysical  possibilities.  ‘  ‘Let  us  quit  talking 
and  go  and  do  it,”  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  IMr.  Cleveland 
was  elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such 
capacity  it  fell  to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punish¬ 
ment  upon  two  criminals.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  with  especial  reference  to  bring¬ 
ing-  about  certain  reforms  in  the  administration 
of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that  cit}-.  In  this  of¬ 
fice,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Sheriff,  his  performance 
of  duty  has  generally  been  considered  fair,  with 
possibly  a  few  exceptions,  which  were  ferreted 
out  and  magnified  during  his  Presidential  cam¬ 
paign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an 


iniquitous  street-cleaning  contract:  ‘‘This  is  a 
time  for  plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your 
action  shall  be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the 
culmination  of  a  most  bare-faced,  impudent  and 
shameless  scheme  to  betra)^  the  interests  of  the 
people  and  to  worse  than  squander  the  people’; 
mone\v”  The  New  York  Sun  afterward  very 
highly  commended  Mr.  Cleveland’s  administra¬ 
tion  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  thereupon  recom¬ 
mended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire  State. 
To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882,  and 
his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory'.  The  mistakes  he  made, 
if  any,  were  made  very'  public  throughout  the  na¬ 
tion  after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  For  this  high  office  he  was 
nominated  July  ii,  1884,  by  the  National  Demo¬ 
cratic  Convention  at  Chicago,  when  other  com¬ 
petitors  were  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  Roswell  P. 
Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he  was 
elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority'  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Re¬ 
publican  statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President 
Cleveland  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New 
York  in  January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for 
his  duties  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  capacity'  his  term  commenced  at 
noon  on  the  4th  of  March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  op¬ 
posed,  Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter, 
even  before  his  inauguration. 

On  June  2,  1886,  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and  part¬ 
ner,  Oscar  Folsom,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by'  the  birth  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  In  the  campaign  of  1888,  President  Cleve¬ 
land  was  renominated  by  his  party',  but  the 
Republican  candidate,  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
was  victorious.  In  the  nominations  of  1892 
these  two  candidates  for  the  highest  po.sition  in 
the  gift  of  the  people  were  again  pitted  against 
each  other,  and  in  the  ensuing  election  President 
Cleveland  was  victorious  by  an  overwhelming 
majority'. 
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ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the  twenty-third 
President,  is  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this  country.  The  first 
known  head  of  the  family  was  Maj .  -Gen.  Harrison, 
one  of  Oliver  Cromwell’s  trusted  followers  and 
fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Cromwell’s  power  it  be¬ 
came  the  duty  of  this  Harrison  to  participate  in 
the  trial  of  Charles  I.,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subsequently 
paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being  hung  October  13, 
1660.  His  descendants  came  to  America,  and 
the  next  of  the  family  that  appears  in  history  is 
Benjamin  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grandfa¬ 
ther  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  after  whom 
he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Continental  Congress  during  the  years 
1774,  1775  and  1776,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 
distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a 
.successful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  with  a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory^  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut 
short  by  death  within  one  month  after  his  in¬ 
auguration. 

President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 


Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  August  20,  1833.  His 
life  ’up  to  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  Miami 
University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful 
one  of  a  country  lad  of  a  family  of  small  means. 
His  father  was  able  to  give  him  a  good  education, 
and  nothing  more.  He  became  engaged  while  at 
college  to  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of 
a  female  school  at  Oxford.  After  graduating,  he 
determined  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law.  Pie 
went  to  Cincinnati  and  there  read  law  for  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  young  Har¬ 
rison  received  the  only  inheritance  of  his  life — his 
aunt,  dying,  left  him  a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He 
regarded  this  legacy  as  a  fortune,  and  decided  to 
get  married  at  once,  take  this  money  and  go  to 
some  Eastern  town  and  begin  the  practice  of  law. 
He  sold  his  lot,  and,  with  the  money  in  his  pocket, 
he  started  out  with  his  young  wife  to  fight  for  a 
place  in  the  world.  He  decided  to  go  to  Indian¬ 
apolis,  which  was  even  at  that  time  a  town  of 
promise.  He  met  with  slight  encouragement  at 
fir-st,  making  .scarcely  anything  the  first  year. 
He  worked  diligently,  applying  himself  closely  to 
his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive  practice  and 
took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  profession. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be¬ 
gan  his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.  He  can- 
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vassed  the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  ! 
a  handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the 
Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantr}’,  and  was  chosen  its 
Colonel.  His  regiment  was  composed  of  the  raw¬ 
est  material,  but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his 
time  at  first  in  mastering  military  tactics  and  drill¬ 
ing  his  men,  and  when  he  came  to  move  toward 
the  East  with  Sherman,  his  regiment  was  one  of 
the  best  drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At 
Resaca  he  especially  distinguished  himself,  and 
for  his  bravery  at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made 
a  Brigadier-General,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of 
him  in  the  most  complimentary-  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the 
field,  the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of 
Supreme  Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another 
person  was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the 
time  of  leaving  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until 
the  fall  of  1864  he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence, 
but  having  been  nominated  that  year  for  the  same 
office,  he  got  a  thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and 
during  that  time  made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the 
State,  and  was  elected  for  another  term.  He  then 
started  to  rejoin  Sherman,  but  on  the  way  was 
stricken  down  with  scarlet  fever,  and  after  a  most 
try-ing  attack  made  his  way  to  the  front  in  time  to 
participate  in  the  closing  incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  a  re-election 
as  Reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In 
1876  he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although 
defeated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for 
him  a  national  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought 
after,  especially  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches. 
In  1880,  as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign,  and  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  Here  he  ser\'ed  for  six  years,  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and 
strongest  debaters  in  that  body.  With  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  senatorial  term  he  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  becoming  the  head  of  ; 
one  of  the  strongest  firms  in  the  State.  | 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the  * 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country-. 
The  convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in 
June  and  named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  stand¬ 
ard-bearer  of  the  Republican  party  was  great  in 
every  particular,  and  on  this  account,  and  the  at-  j 


titude  it  assumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the 
day-,  chief  among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a 
deep  interest  in  the  campaign  throughout  the 
nation.  Shortly  after  the  nomination,  delegations 
began  to  visit  Mr.  Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his 
home.  This  movement  became  popular,  and  from 
all  sections  of  the  country-  societies,  clubs  and 
delegations  journeyed  thither  to  pay  their  re¬ 
spects  to  the  distinguished  statesman. 

Mr.  Harrison  spoke  daily  all  through  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delegations, 
and  so  varied,  masterly-,  and  eloquent  were  his 
speeches  that  they-  at  once  placed  him  in  the  fore¬ 
most  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 
Elected  by  a  handsome  majority-,  he  ser\-ed  his 
country  faithfully  and  well,  and  in  1892  was  nom¬ 
inated  for  re-election;  but  the  people  demanded  a 
change  and  he  was  defeated  by  his  predecessor 
in  office,  Grover  Cleveland. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and 
his  power  as  a  debater,  Gen.  Harrison  was  called 
upon  at  an  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to 
agitate  the  country-.  He  was  an  uncompromising 
anti-slavery-  man,  and  w-as  matched  against  some 
of  the  most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his 
State.  No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade 
desired  to  be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all 
his  eloquence  as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  ora¬ 
torical  effect,  but  his  words  always  went  like  bul¬ 
lets  to  the  mark.  He  is  purely-  American  in  his 
ideas,  and  is  a  splendid  type  of  the  American 
statesman.  Gifted  with  quick  perception,  a  logi¬ 
cal  mind  and  a  ready-  tongue,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  impromptu  speakers  in  the 
nation.  Many  of  these  speeches  sparkled  with  the 
rarest  eloquence  and  contained  arguments  of  great 
weight,  and  many-  of  his  terse  statements  have 
already-  become  aphorisms.  Original  in  thought, 
precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement,  y-et  withal 
faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as  the 
sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day. 
During  the  last  day-s  of  his  administration  Presi¬ 
dent  Harrison  .suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  his  devoted  wife,  Caroline  (Scott)  Har¬ 
rison,  a  lady-  of  many-  womanly-  charms  and  vir¬ 
tues.  They-  were  the  parents  of  two  children. 
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HE  MUNGER  BROTHERS.  Their  an- 

cestry  is  English,  and  is  traced  back  to 
Nicholas  Hunger,  who,  when  a  lad,  came 
from  England  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1639,  and 
subsequently  settling  in  Guilford,  died  there  Octo¬ 
ber  16,  1668. 

Their  paternal  grandfather  was  Elias  Hunger, 
born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  Eebruary  17,  1756.  He 
served  under  Washington  in  the  war  for  Inde¬ 
pendence,  and  was  afterwards  given  a  pension  by 
the  Government  until  his  death,  September  27, 
1841.  He  married,  July  19,  1804,  Elizabeth  Aus¬ 
tin,  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  town,  who  was 
born  Harch  21,  1785.  Not  many  years  subse¬ 
quent  to  the  Revolution  they  left  what  was  con¬ 
ceded  to  be  the  civilized  portion  of  the  new  Re¬ 
public,  and  traversing  a  wild  country,  settled  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Rutland,  in  Vermont. 
There  they  began  farming,  and  lived  and  died, 
the  father  passing  away  September  27,  1841,  and 
the  mother,  August  19,  1853.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  them,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  Of  these  Carlton  Austin  Hunger  was  born 
Hay  30,  1808;  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Lucy  Ann  Paige,  Hay  26,  1834.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Ralph  Paige,  and  was  born  in  Rut¬ 
land,  Vt,  December  2,  1813.  Ralph  Paige  was 
born  at  Hardwick,  Hass.,  August  21,  1769.  He 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Paige  who, 
associated  with  seven  other  English  gentlemen, 
came  to  Hassachusetts  December  27,  1686,  and 
purchased  from  the  Indians  a  tract  of  land  eight 
by  twelve  miles  square,  on  which  the  town  of 
Hardwick  was  subsequently  located.  The  Indian 
conveyance  was  afterward  confirmed  by  Colonial 
Courts.  He  was  a  successful  business  man,  was 
prominently  known  in  the  State,  and  was  espe¬ 
cially  noted  for  his  great  physical  strength  and 


mental  energy.  He  died  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  August 
20,  1856. 

Carlton  A.  Hunger,  the  father  of  the  subjects 
of  'these  memoirs,  was  for  many  years  a  merchant 
at  Rutland.  In  Eebruary,  1849,  moved  to 
Granville,  N.  Y.,  where,  for  twelve  years,  he  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Washington  County  Alutual 
Eire  Insurance  Company.  In  1861  he  moved  to 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  resumed  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business.  In  1866  he  followed  his  sons, 
who  had  settled  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  where  he  died 
March  4,  1878.  He  possessed  an  affectionate  and 
genial  disposition,  and  was  an  experienced  reader, 
possessing  fine  literary  taste.  He  was  gifted  with 
a  remarkable  memory,  which,  with  his  conversa¬ 
tional  powers,  made  him  a  most  agreeable  com¬ 
panion. 

To  Carlton  A.  and  Lucy  Ann  IMunger  were 
born  five  children:  Lyman  P.,  William  A.,  Isa¬ 
bella,  Henry  E.,  and  Lucy  Ann.  Isabella  was 
married  to  James  E.  Trimble;  Lucy  A.  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Wm.  A.  George. 

Lyman  P.  Hunger.  Of  the  many  bright  stars 
that  form  the  cluster  of  progressive  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizens  of  Hannibal,  who  cast  their  rays 
upon  life’s  pathway  that  humanity  may  be  better 
and  happier,  none  are  more  brilliant  or  shed  a 
l)righter  light  than  he  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
memoir.  His  principal  attributes  are  industry, 
energy  and  perseverance.  To  these  may  be  added 
strict  integrity  of  purpose  and  a  genuine,  chari¬ 
table  and  benevolent  disposition.  With  these 
characteristics  he  cannot  but  have  an  abiding 
faith  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  and  with  the 
fullest  confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  of  his 
plans,  he  quietly  pursues  them  to  a  successful 
termination. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Rut- 
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land,  \'t.,  October  26,  1836.  He  received  a  good 
education,  being  trained  to  business  life  in  his 
fatlier's  office,  and  remaining  with  his  father  until 
1854,  when  he  went  to  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  for 
a  time  was  in  the  employ  of  a  manufacturing  com¬ 
pany.  In  1856  he  turned  his  face  westward,  and 
located  in  Joliet,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
banking  business  as  Cashier  for  the  banking 
house  of  Thomas  Hatton  &  Co.  In  1861  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Des  Moines,  la.,  where  he  established 
himself  in  the  mercantile  business,  operating 
under  the  name  of  L.  P.  Alunger  &  Co.  Becom¬ 
ing  interested  in  the  gold  fields  of  the  Great  West, 
which  were  then  attracting  so  many  adventurous 
spirits,  he  sold  out  his  business,  and  in  the  Spring 
of  1863,  with  three  agreeable  companions,  started 
for  the  wild  and  unknown  regions  from  which  the 
Territory  of  Montana  was  subsequently  organ¬ 
ized,  led  by  the  first  faint  rumors  of  gold  discov¬ 
eries  there. 

The  relative  situation  in  Western  developments 
then  and  now  are  strikingly  illustrated  by  direct 
contrast.  At  that  time  there  were  no  railroads 
within  seventy-five  miles  of  Des  IMoines,  and  be¬ 
tween  there  and  Council  Bluffs,  but  two  or  three 
small  villages.  The  great  stretch  of  fertile  lands 
was  unoccupied  and  unfenced.  Omaha  was  a 
little  frontier  village  with  but  one  or  two  short, 
thinly-settled  streets,  and  was  the  outpost  of  civil¬ 
ization.  Montana  was  not  then  organized  even 
as  a  Territory. 

At  Fort  Kearney  Mr.  Munger  and  companions 
joined  with  others  in  forming  the  first  train  that 
ever  went  direct  from  the  States  into  the  region 
now  known  as  Montana  and  Wyoming.  For  two 
and  a  half  months  the  train  pushed  its  difficult 
way,  harassed  at  times  by  Indians,  and  repulsing 
one  night  attack.  Climbing  ranges  and  fording 
or  floating  across  streams,  the  party  reached  the 
since  famous  Alder  Gulch  on  “Representation 
Day,”  July  i,  1863.  and  each  pre-empted  a  claim, 
and  in  i)artncrship  with  his  companions,  Mr. 
Munger  prosecuted  gold  mining  for  over  three 
years.  This  period  covered  e.xciting  times,  and 
illustrated  most  eloquently  the  American  capacity 
for  self-government. 

The  guerrillas  of  our  civil  war  and  the  desper¬ 


ate  characters  of  all  our  frontiers  poured  into  the 
new  Eldorado,  forming  a  society  which,  with  the 
absence  of  law,  it  seemed  impossible  to  restrain. 
But  the  miners  created  intelligently  all  necessary 
regadations  as  to  the  property  rights  and  bravely 
enforced  them.  A  miners’  meeting  was  the  “court 
of  last  resort”  at  that  time. 

During  the  two  years  in  which  they  were  out¬ 
side  of  statute  law,  they  promptly  met  all  emer¬ 
gencies  with  swift  and  salutary  action.  In  the 
trial  by  miners  of  one  George  Ives  for  murder, 
there  was  developed  a  clue  to  a  murderous  band 
of  twenty-seven  men.  An  invincible  vigilant  or¬ 
ganization  was  formed  in  a  few  days,  and  all  but 
one  of  this  band  were  executed,  but  in  a  deliber¬ 
ate  and  orderly  manner.  ]\Ir.  IMunger  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  vigilantes,  and  personally  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  hanging  of  five  thugs  at  the  same 
time  from  one  beam.  The  one  he  personally 
escorted  to  execution  was  Boone  Helm,  who  is 
well  known  to  old  residents  of  Monroe  County, 
IMo.,  where  he,  some  years  before,  killed  Mr. 
Shooit  near  Paris  and  escaped. 

In  September,  1866,  after  working  out  his 
mining  interest,  IMr.  Munger,  with  about  two 
hundred  other  well-armed  men,  crossed  the  Madi¬ 
son  and  Gallatin  rivers  and  divides,  on  the  way 
back  to  a  more  desirable  civilization.  Reaching 
the  Yellowstone,  and  purchasing  rights  in  open 
boats  at  a  point  where  Livingstone  is  now  located, 
they  committed  themselves  to  the  current  of  the 
stream.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a  dwelling  or 
even  a  fort  in  that  valley.  Passing  down  it  with 
immense  herds  of  buffalo,  elk  and  otlier  game 
constantly  in  sight,  and  on  which  they  subsisted, 
they  reached  the  INIissouri,  then  floating  down  it, 
debarked  at  Sioux  City.  The  voyage,  prosecuted 
from  early  dawn  until  dusk,  occupied  thirty-two 
days,  and  was  an  interesting  experience.  It  was 
also  a  novel  experience  to  renew  relations  with  a 
serener  civilization.  ]\Ir.  jMunger  kept  a  diary  of 
his  frontier  life,  which  he  still  possesses. 

On  coming  to  Hannibal,  in  November,  1866, 
with  a  portion  of  his  hard-earned  money,  jMr. 

lunger  purchased  the  interest  of  H.  W.  !^Iead- 
ows,  of  the  firm  of  Meadows  &  Munger  (the  latter 
being  his  brother)  and  under  the  name  of  Munger 
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Brothers,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  trade  of  agri¬ 
cultural  implements  until  1871,  when  they  sold 
out  and  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  lime. 
Later,  they  were  incorporated,  and  the  business 
is  now  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  Hanni¬ 
bal  Lime  Company.  They  do  a  large  and  profit¬ 
able  business,  and  ship  the  products  of  their  fac¬ 
tory  over  the  Western  States. 

IMr.  Alunger  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Pres¬ 
cott,  Wis.,  October  19,  1869,  to  Aliss  Lucy,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Judge  William  Howes,  of  that  place,  who 
was  a  native  of  Alontpelier,  Vt.  In  politics  Air. 
Alunger  supports  the  principles  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  has  not  only  been  successful  in 
the  business  walk  of  life,  but  in  securing  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  Iiis  fellow  men.  He  is 
now  prepared  to  enjoy  that  contentment  which  is 
the  result  of  a  life  well  spent  and  the  conscious¬ 
ness  that  he  has  dealt  fairly  with  all  mankind. 

He  spends  much  time  in  reading  books  of  a 
higher  character,  and  is  a  close  student  of  nature, 
from  which  he  not  only  receives  instruction,  but 
inspiration.  He  has  an  active,  vigorous  and  an¬ 
alytical  mind,  a  retentive  memory,  and  is  a  fluent 
and  pleasing  conversationalist.  He  is  a  com¬ 
panionable  man,  kind,  generous,  charitable  and 
greatly  devoted  to  his  home.  With  his  sympa¬ 
thetic  and  devoted  companion,  alike  in  thought 
and  literary  tastes,  his  life  cannot  be  less  than  a 
happy  one.  He  is  an  honor  to  the  State  that 
gave  him  Ifirth  and  the  State  of  his  adoption. 

Hon.  William  A.  Alunger,  of  Alunger  Brothers, 
Hannibal,  AIo.,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  a 
native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Rutland,  October  9, 
1838.  He  was  educated  at  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  city  and  at  Granville,  N.  Y.,  to  whicli 
place  his  parents  removed.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  entered  the  business  world  for  himself,  to 
carve  out  his  own  career.  Leaving  the  parental 
roof,  he  made  his  way  to  the  pretty  town  of  Platts- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  found  occupation  as  a 
clerk  in  the  house  of  L.  Alyers  &  Sons,  extensive 
merchants  and  manufacturers.  Here  he  remained 
for  four  years,  when  he  concluded  that  he  needed 
a  change  of  location,  and,  turning  his  face  toward 
the  Great  West,  located  at  Joliet,  after  traveling 
for  a  time  in  Alinnesota.  He  remained  in  that 


city  until  1862,  when,  responding  to  the  call  of 
President  Lincoln  for  more  soldiers  to  meet  the 
enemies  of  the  country^,  he  patriotically  gave  up 
hi'S  business  and  took  up  arms  against  the  great 
rebellion.  He  at  once  began  recruiting,  and  soon 
had  a  sufficient  number  of  brave  boys  to  form  a 
company.  They  were  organized  as  Company  G, 
of  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois  AYlunteer  Infan¬ 
try,  and  Air.  Alunger  was  chosen  their  Captain. 
This  was  the  first  Company  organized  under  that 
call.  The  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  F.  A. 
Bartleson,  left  Joliet  for  Louisville,  where  it  be¬ 
came  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  and  so  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Capt.  Alunger  and  his  company  had  their 
first  experience  of  warfare  on  the  memorable  field 
of  Stone  River.  This  was  followed  by  the  battles 
of  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Alountain,  Alissionary 
Ridge  and  others.  Subsequently  his  command 
was  ordered  to  Knoxville  to  relieve  Burnsides. 
While  at  Knoxville,  Capt.  Alunger  was  placed  on 
'Staff  duty  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Di¬ 
vision,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  during  the  rebellion,  taking  part  in  all 
the  camps,  marches  and  battles  of  that  cor])s, 
closing  up  with  the  campaign  of  Atlanta  and  the 
march  against  Hood’s  army,  which  ended  with  the 
great  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Later 
his  command  moved  into  Northern  Alabama, 
where  it  spent  the  winter  of  1864  and  1865.  In 
the  spring  of  1865,  the  command  moved  to  Green¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  where  it  was  maneuvering  when  Lee 
surrendered  at  Appomattox.  Subsequently  the 
One  Hundredth  Regiment  was  ordered  to  Nash¬ 
ville,  where  later,  on  July  15,  1865,  its  band  of 
brave  soldiers,  including  Capt.  Alunger,  was  mus¬ 
tered  out,  paid  off  and  finally  discharged.  A  re¬ 
markable  feature  of  Capt.  Alunger’s  military  his¬ 
tory  is  that  he  served  through  the  war  without 
receiving  a  wound,  without  hospital  service  or 
the  loss  of  a  day,  and  was  never  at  any  time  out 
of  sight  of  his  command.  Capt.  Alunger  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  for  his  bravery,  for  cool,  calm  judg¬ 
ment  in  battle,  and  for  being  ever  ready  for  action. 
He  received  special  mention  for  gallant  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Stewart’s  Creek,  from  his  Brigade, 
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Division  and  Corps  commanders,  which  will  be 
found  in  tlie  Government’s  histor)^  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion.  Anotlier  unusual  feature  of  his  service  was 
that  nearly  all  the  commissioned  officers  of  his 
Regiment  served  in  their  respective  places  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  which  condition  was  against 
any  promotion  in  line.  It  was  the  knowledge  of 
this  fact,  and  the  high  appreciation  of  his  services 
and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  countr}'^,  that 
prompted  his  Brigade  and  Division  commanders 
and  Gen.  Thomas  to  earnestly  recommend  Capt. 
Munger  for  a  commission  in  the  regular  army. 

September  i,  1865,  Capt.  Munger  located  at 
Hannibal,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
business.  He  first  engaged  in  the  agricultural 
implement  trade,  associated  first  with  IMr.  Mead¬ 
ows,  then  with  his  brother.  In  1871,  they  sold  out 
this  business  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lime.  Co-extensive  with  the  lime  business  is  the 
quarrjdng  and  cutting  of  stone  for  building  pur¬ 
poses.  They  have  a  fine  quarrj^  on  Bear  Creek, 
which  turns  out  first  class  stone  which  is  shipped, 
chiefly  to  St.  Louis  and  the  West.  They  employ 
in  their  business  from  one  to  two  hundred  men. 

Capt.  Munger,  with  his  brother  Lyman,  is  also 
largely  engaged  in  agriculture.  Tliey  have  a 
fine  tract  of  some  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
the  Chenal  Ecarte,  commonly  called  Sny  Bot¬ 
toms,  in  Illinois,  where  they  chiefly  cultivate  the 
cereals.  This  land  is  very  fertile  and  the  yield  is 
generally  large. 

Mr.  Munger  was  united  in  marriage  at  Joliet, 
Ill.,  December  3,  1865,  to  Mahalla  Anna,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  K.  and  Emily  (McCreery)  Casey, 
a  native  of  Eranklin  County,  Ill.  Samuel  Casey 
was  a  prominent  and  well  known  man  of  that 
State,  and  was  for  many  years  Warden  of  the 
Joliet  Penitentiary.  Pie  died  in  1872.  Not  long 
since,  Afr.  Munger  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  beloved  companion,  who  departed  this 
life  January  3,  1894. 

Air.  Alunger  was  elected  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  in  1868,  serving  one  term.  In  1880  he 
was  chosen  Alayor,  filling  that  office  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  city.  In  1881  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  City  Council. 

Air.  Alunger  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  the 


growth  and  development  of  his  adopted  city,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  careful,  progressive 
business  men.  By  the  exercise  of  good  judgment, 
and  by  pursuing  the  most  honorable  business 
methods,  he  has  acquired  a  handsome  compe¬ 
tence,  which  he  now  enjoys. 

Air.  Alunger  is  personally  of  good  physique, 
and  a  man  of  modest  bearing;  simple  in  speech, 
direct  and  earnest.  Engaged  for  many  years  in 
a  business  that  gives  employment  to  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  men,  he  has  ever  been  accessible  to  the 
approach  of  the  humblest  laborer.  While  always 
interested,  and  generally  actively  engaged,  in  the 
public  enterprises  affecting  this  city  he  has  equally 
been  identified  with  its  social  life.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  long  been 
a  vestryman.  In  politics,  lie  has  always  been  a 
loyal  Democrat,  and  while  taking  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  tlie  principles  of  the  party,  has  never 
desired  office.  Yet  neither  in  politics  nor  religion 
is  he  strongly  partisan  or  sectarian,  being  a  man 
of  broad  views  and  cosmopolitan  in  thought.  De¬ 
siring  tlie  fullest  liberty  in  the  formation  of  his 
own  opinions,  he  is  ever  tolerant  toward  those  of 
others.  He  is  always  a  subscriber  to  local  phil¬ 
anthropic  and  charitable  enterprises,  and  kind 
and  generous  in  all  the  relations  of  private  and 
public  life.  His  personal  character  is  spotless, 
and  his  word  is  readily  accepted  throughout  the 
community  in  ivhich  he  has  lived  for  the  pa.st 
thirty  years,  and  in  which  he  is  also  so  well  known 
and  so  highly  esteemed. 


Edwin  C.  SPENCE  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Alarion  County,  and  one  of  her 
prominent  and  respected  citizens.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade, 
and  over  forty  years  ago  opened  a  shop  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  AIo.  During  the  intervening  years  he 
has  engaged  in  farming  in  connection  with  black- 
smithing;  he  hires  his  farm  work  done  and  runs 
a  blacksmith-shop,  wdrich  is  located  in  Philadel¬ 
phia. 
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The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Spence,  was 
born  in  Virginia  and  was  a  very  wealthy  man, 
owning  an  extensive  plantation  and  many  slaves 
prior  to  1831.  For  some  time  he  was  also  a  clerk 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C.  It  was  in  1831 
that  he  moved  to  Marion  County  and  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  Sections  30  and  31, 
Township  58,  Range  8.  The  money  necessary 
for  this  was  sent  to  him  by  his  father,  who  also 
purchased  in  this  township  land  for  another  son. 
A  short  time  after  locating  here  Thomas  Spence 
moved  to  Palmyra,  where,  in  company  with  Will¬ 
iam  T.  Tandy,  he  carried  on  a  cabinet-shop  for 
several  years.  Then,  in  order  to  give  his  children 
better  educational  privileges,  he  moved  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  until  his  death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Annie  Maria  Settles,  was  also  a  native 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr. 
Spence  became  the  mother  of  ten  children,  name¬ 
ly:  Caroline  M.,  George  Alexander,  Olivia  Maria, 
Patrick  Henry,  Edwin  C.,  Emily  Cornelia,  Lucy 
and  Henrietta  (twins),  Thomas  Alexander  and 
Mary  V.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Spence  his  wid¬ 
ow  became  the  wife  of  Jourdon  J.  McCormick  of 
Iron  County,  Mo.,  and  bore  him  one  son,  Preston, 
who  is  now  head  engineer  of  the  St.  Louis  Electric 
Railroad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  lived  for 
some  time  (about  1870)  at  the  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  and  then  went  to  Quincy,  Ill.,  where  the  hus¬ 
band  died.  The  mother  returned  to  the  home  of 
Edwin  C.,  but  finally  passed  to  her  reward  in 
Carbondale,  Ill.  Her  daughter  Lucy  married  Dr. 
Marshall,  since  deceased,  and  is  now  living  in 
Shelbyville,  Mo. 

Edwin  C.  Spence  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Va.,  October  17,  1828,  and  was  deprived 
of  his  father’s  loving  protection  when  eight  years 
of  age.  He  continued  to  live  with  his  mother 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old ;  he  learned  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade  with  his  brother-in-law,  M.  G.  Light- 
ner,  serving  five  years’  apprenticeship.  Then  for 
several  years  he  was  employed  as  a  journeyman 
in  Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Missouri.  After  living 
a  number  of  years  in  Canton,  Mo.,  he  was  for  two 
years  a  resident  of  Vermilion  County,  Ill.,  and 
then  returning  here  opened  a  shop  on  his  farm  in 
1851,  as  we  have  previously  stated.  At  the  end 


of  three  years,  however,  he  gave  up  the  business, 
devoting  his  attention  to  farming.  March  i,  1851, 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  his 
present  homestead  and  later  added  eighty  acres 
more. 

October  22,  1851,  Mr.  Spence  married  Cather¬ 
ine  Ann  Lefoe,  a  native  of  Woodford  County, 
Ky.,  born  August  8,  1831.  She  came  to  Marion 
County  when  she  was  six  years  of  age  with  her 
father,  Abner  Lefoe,  who  engaged  in  farming  here 
until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spence  are  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Martha  H., 
John  Henry  (dead),  Thomas  Abner,  Edwin  C., 
Jr.,  Annie  Maria,  Catherine,  William,  Lucy,  Kizer, 
Emma  (dead),  and  Dennie.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Spence  enlisted  during  the  late  war  as  a  regi¬ 
ment  blacksmith  and  took  part  in  the  Battles  of 
Newark,  Kirksville  and  Painter  Branch.  With  his 
comrades  he  surrendered  at  Palmyra  and  was  sent 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  banished  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Philadelphia.  Since  becoming  a 
voter  he  has  given  his  support  to  the  Democratic 
party. 


Robert  M.  kizer  is  one  of  IMarion 
County’s  representative  farmers,  and  was 
born  on  his  father’s  old  homestead  here 
June  II,  1838.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob 
and  Catherine  Kizer,  were  natives  of  Holland,  and 
emigrated  with  their  families  to  Pennsylvania  in 
early  days.  In  boyhood  Jacob  Kizer  was  cap¬ 
tured  by  a  band  of  Indians  and  was  held  for  four 
years,  making  his  escape  in  1734  and  rejoining  his 
mother.  His  father,  Peter  Kizer,  was  captured 
and  brutally  murdered  (May  6,  1730)  by  the  same 
party  of  Indians  who  made  a  captive  of  the  son. 
In  later  life  the  widow  of  Peter  married  John 
Smith.  Several  of  our  subject’s  relatives  were 
soldiers  in  the  War  of  1812.  They  were  a  hardy 
race,  long-lived  and  noted  for  their  honor  and 
integrity. 

The  parents  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  were  John  and  Margaret  (Howe)  Kiz- 
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cr,  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former  l)orn  August 
30,  1796,  and  the  latter  about  seventeen  years 
afterward.  They  were  married  September  12, 
1822,  and  had  twelve  children:  Barbara  J.,  born 
June  12,  1824,  married  David  N.  Smith,  and  died 
in  this  county;  Jacob  S.,  bom  September  23,  1826, 
married  Miss  Susan  Jeffers  and  is  a  resident  of  this 
county:  James  William,  born  December  i,  1828, 
married  Elizabeth  Arnold,  who  survives  him  and 
makes  her  home  in  Palmyra;  Julia  M.,  born 
-March  15,  1831,  died  in  early  childhood;  John  E., 
born  April  2,  1833;  Peter  F.,  born  August  20, 
1835,  died  in  childhood;  Mary  E.,  bom  ]\Iay  15, 
1842,  married  Samuel  Hendrick;  Susan  !M.,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  20,  1845,  died  in  early 
womanhood:  Francis  ^1.,  born  June  21,  1849, 
accidentally  killed  in  his  youth;  George  Preston, 
born  Xoveml)er  i,  1829,  died  ]\Iarch  30,  1840; 
-■\nnie  died  February  16,  1864;  Robert  completes 
the  family.  The  father  of  these  children  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  March  10,  1874,  and  his  wife 
died  larch  19,  1877. 

Robert  M.  Kizer  received  a  district-school  edu¬ 
cation  and  has  never  left  the  old  home  farm.  He 
continued  to  give  his  services  to  his  father  until 
he  was  married,  that  event  occurring  December 
28,  1859.  The  lady  whom  he  chose  as  his  life 
l)artner  was  Martha  J.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  ( Rhodes)  P)rown.  The  l)rothers  and  sisters 
of  Mrs.  Kizer,  namely,  Elizabeth  -A..,  James  A.., 
Mary  P.,  Francis  and  Sarah,  have  all  been  called 
to  the  better  land ;  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
mentioned  all  were  residents  of  ^farion  Countv. 
Sarah  was  the  wife  of  John  Hatten  of  Monroe 
County,  Mo.  ^ilr.  and  Mrs.  John  Brown  were 
natives  of  Mar)land  and  were  early  settlers  of 
Missouri. 

'I'he  union  of  our  subject  and  wife  was  blessed 
with  ten  children:  John  H.,  born  October  27, 
i860,  was  married  in  1879  to  Ella,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Lucinda  Risk,  and  has  had  three  chil- 
flren:  Xellie  M.,  Xettie  P.  and  Turner,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Kizer  resides  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  Marion  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
farming.  James  ^\■.,  born  January  8,  1861,  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  and  practical  training  in 
agriculture.  October  16,  1884,  he  married  Min¬ 
nie,  daughter  of  James  E.  and  Emily  (Douglas) 


Gibson.  They  hate  had  four  children:  Edward, 
born  October  22,  1885;  Myrtle  Xh,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1888;  two  whe  died  in  infancy.  The 
parents  reside  on  the  old  homestead,  which  was 
purchased  of  the  senior  Kizer.  George  E.,  bom 
January  3,  1862,  died  in  1868  in  his  sixth  year. 
Annie  E.,  bom  October  23,  1864,  married  Thomas 
Martin  October  14,  1886.  She  died  July  19,  1890, 
her  only  child,  Archie  O.,  having  been  summoned 
by  the  death  angel  on  the  preceding  day.  Mag¬ 
gie  E.,  bom  December  15,  1867,  became  the  wife 
of  James  Suner  of  Shelby  County,  Xovember  6, 
1889,  and  their  three  children  are  X’ora  L.,  Sylvia 
I.  and  Francis  Earl.  Robert  Lee,  born  Februaiy 
5,  1870,  married  Ada  Gary;  they  have  had  one 
child,  Bertha  ]\I.,  and  reside  at  Xorth  Fork,  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  Mo.  Benjamin  J.,  bom  Xovember 
26,  1872,  died  June  25,  1875,  aged  three  years. 
Francis^M.,  bom  June  29,  1874,  is  unmarried  and 
lives  with  his  parents,  as  does  also  Claud,  born 
September  29,  1881,  who  is  a  student  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools. 

Politically  Mr.  Kizer  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially 
a  charter  member  of  Palmyra  Lodge  Xo.  28,  A. 
O.  L^.  W.  Airs.  Kizer  is  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  her  husband,  while  not  identified 
with  any  congregation,  is  liberal  in  his  support  of 
religious  enterprises.  Formerly  our  subject 
owned  the  original  homestead  which  was  the 
property  of  his  father,  but  recently  he  sold  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  same  to  his  son,  James  W.  At  one 
time  Air.  Kizer  had  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  fine  land,  but  at  present  he  has  only  forty  acres 
of  fine  land,  on  which  stands  the  old  brick  home¬ 
stead.  He  sold  the  land  to  live  a  retired  life. 


CAPT.  CHARLES  H.  AIOHR,  a  retired 
agriculturist  of  Alarion  County,  is  one  of 
its  leading  citizens.  He  won  his  title  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  ^^’ar,  when  he  served  in  Company  I, 
Twenty-fourth  Alinnesota  Alilitia,  under  Col.  Bax¬ 
ter.  He  received  his  commission  from  Gov.  Swift, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  his 
term  of  service  by  the  same  official. 
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Tlie  Captain  is  one  of  eight  children  born  to 
Frederick  and  Angeline  (Duchting)  Mohr,  both 
natives  of  Germany,  where  they  passed  their  en¬ 
tire  lives,  and  where  the  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  The  other  members  of  their  family 
were  named  as  follows:  Regina,  Josephine,  Cath¬ 
erine  M.,  Louisa,  Caroline,  Joseph  and  William. 
Capt.  Mohr  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Germany, 
April  22,  1830,  and  received  a  good  education  in 
his  mother  tongue.  When  the  Prussian  War  came 
on  he  volunteered  his  services,  being  then  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  for  the  next  three  years 
was  in  the  Sixth  Ulanen.  1 

On  reaching  his  majority  young  Mohr  bade  i 
adieu  to  his  old  friends  and  native  land  to  seek  [ 
a  fortune  in  America.  He  embarked  on  the  sail¬ 
ing  vessel  “Eagle,”  and  landed  in  Baltimore,  Jan¬ 
uary  2,  1852.  From  there  he  proceeded  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  he  remained  about  two  months,  and 
then  went  on  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  met 
some  friends.  For  a  short  time  he  farmed 
in  Morgan  County,  Ill.,  but  in  1854  started  across 
the  plains  in  a  wagon,  bound  for  the  Pacific  Slope. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Nevada,  Cal.,  he  engaged  in 
mining  for  about  three  years  and  a  half,  and  did 
very  well  financially.  Returning  east,  he  settled 
in  Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  where  he  rented  a  farm 
for  a  year  and  then,  going  to  Scott  County,  Minn., 
resided  there  and  in  McCloud  County  up  to  1870. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Marion  County,  Mo.,  where,  hav¬ 
ing  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres 
in  Township  59,  he  cleared  the  land  and  made  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements  thereon;  he  subsequent¬ 
ly  invested  in  another  large  tract  of  land,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  six  acres,  a 
part  of  which  is  located  in  Lewis  County.  This 
valuable  property  he  has  accumulated  by  honest 
toil  and  good  business  methods,  for  when  he 
reached  the  shores  of  America  he  had  but  little 
money  and  his  own  way  to  make. 

In  Springfield,  Ill.,  Capt.  Mohr  was  married 
(April  5,  1859)  to  Frances,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Fuchs,  natives  of  Westphalia,  Germany.  jNIrs. 
Mohr  was  born  May  i,  1829^  and,  as  her  father 
died  when  she  was  only  seven  years  of  age,  she 
made  the  journey  to  America  with  some  of  her 
relatives  in  1858.  Seven  children  have  been  born 


to  the  Captain  and  wife,  namely:  Charles  H.,  who 
is  proprietor  of  a  saw-mill  in  Hester,  Marion 
County;  Francisco,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months;  Henry  M.,  born  October  12,  1864,  and 
now  assisting  in  the  management  of  the  home¬ 
stead;  Catherine  iM.,  born  July  5,  1866,  and  wife 
of  Henry  A.  Gnuse,  a  farmer  of  this  locality;  Fan¬ 
nie,  who  is  at  home;  Joseph,  who  died  in  his  nine¬ 
teenth  year  in  1888;  Ida,  wife  of  Joseph  Smizer, 
and  now  living  near  Benbow,  this  county.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Alohr  were  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith, 
but  in  their  experiences  in  life  have  grown  liberal 
in  their  views  and  are  therefore  not  members  of 
the  same  at  present.  Socially  Air.  Alohr  is  a  Free 
Alason,  belonging  to  Lewistown  Lodge  No.  494, 
A.  F.  and  A.  AI.  His  right  of  franchise  he  uses 
on  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  he  has  done 
ever  since  becoming  a  voter. 


I 

ZACHARIAH  P.  GLASS,  AI.  D.,  is  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Elmwood  Park  Sanitarium, 
Hannibal,  AIo.  This  beautiful  building 
stands  in  the  midst  of  twenty-one  acres  of  ground, 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  city,  near  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  St.  Alary’s  Avenue  and  Paris  Gravel  Road 
— about  two  miles  from  the  Union  Depot,  and 
opposite  Indian  A  found  Park,  the  terminus  of  the 
street  railroad. 

The  doctor’s  grandfather,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  became  an  early 
settler  of  Scott  County,  Ky.,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Our  subject's  father,  Flem¬ 
ing  Glass,  was  born  in  Culpeper,  Va.,  and  died 
in  1832,  aged  fifty-two  years.  He  was  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  took  part  in  the  engagements  of  Tip¬ 
pecanoe  and  Thames.  His  wife  was  born  in  De¬ 
cember,  1792,  and  died  January  19,  1856;  she 
likewise  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Z.  P.  Glass  was  born  near  Georgetown, 
Scott  County,  Ky.,  November  i,  1820,  and  was 
twelve  years  old  when  his  father  died.  Later  the 
mother  moved  with  her  family  to  AVrsailles,  Kv., 
where  the  children  obtained  a  fair  education.  Our 
subject  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade 
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and  was  master  of  tlie  business  in  less  than  one 
and  a  half  years.  On  account  of  ill  treatment  he 
ran  away  from  his  master  and  worked  as  a  jour¬ 
neyman,  but  at  the  end  of  si.x  months  returned 
and  was  given  good  wages  by  his  former  employ¬ 
er.  From  1832  to  1848  he  continued  in  this  occu¬ 
pation,  employing  his  spare  hours  in  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  then  gave  up  his  tailoring  business 
and  began  his  practice.  His  ability  soon  became 
known  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  a  fair  clientele. 
In  1848  the  cholera  scourge  reached  Port  Royal, 
where  he  was  living,  and  claimed  numerous  vic¬ 
tims;  many  of  the  other  physicians  fled  and  the 
young  doctor  was  left  almost  alone  to  combat  the 
disease.  Of  the  sixty-five  cases  which  he  treated 
all  but  three  recovered.  During  this  trying 
period  he  met,  in  consultation,  Dr.  Norvin  Green, 
who  afterward  was  known  the  world  over  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
and  this  noted  man's  friendship  he  enjoyed  for 
years.  Among  the  other  celebrated  people  whom  j 
he  has  known  and  who  have  been  among  his  best 
friends  were  Richard  iM.  Johnson,  once  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  great  j 
statesman,  Henry  Clay.  | 

In  the  fall  of  1848  Dr.  Glass  entered  the  Physio-  ! 
pathic  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1850.  Until  1853 
he  conducted  an  office  in  that  city  and  then  moved 
to  h'lorence,  nine  miles  distant.  He  left  Florence 
in  1861  and  went  to  Covington,  where  he  remained 
about  eight  months,  and  then  went  to  Greenfield,  : 
Ind. ;  then  to  Indianapolis  and  Cambridge,  Ind. 

In  1862  he  took  charge  of  Dr.  Trail’s  Sanitarium, 
Wernersville,  Pa.,  and  in  1863  went  to  Minneapo-  , 
lis.  In  1864  and  1865  he  was  connected  with  the 
sanitarium  owned  there  by  Dr.  Trail,  but  as  soon  i 
as  jiossible  he  erected  and  carried  on  a  similar  1 
institution  for  himself  in  the  same  city.  From 
1865  to  1868  he  was  located  in  Quincy,  111.  He  ■ 
then  removed  to  Hannibal,  where  he  erected  his  ' 
sanitarium,  and  has  since  met  with  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess. 

April  3,  1838,  Dr.  Glass  married  Eliza  A.  Bran¬ 
ham  of  Scott  County,  Ky.  Her  parents  were 


T.  Abner  and  Fannie  (Osborn)  Branham,  the  lat- 
‘  ter  a  sister  of  Ben  Osbom,  the  wealthiest  resident 
:  of  Scott  County.  Four  of  the  doctor’s  children 
j  lived  to  grow  up,  namely :  Annie,  wife  of  William 
C.  Lindsay  of  Greenfield,  Ind.;  George  N.,  of 
Sheridan,  Ind.;  Fleming,  now  of  Bird’s  Station, 
Lawrence  County,  Ill.;  Thomas  L.,  a  resident  of 
Hannibal.  All  of  the  sons  were  in  the  Union 
:  x^rmy;  the  younger  ones  were  members  of  Com- 
:  pany  G,  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
^  served  from  1862  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking 
part  in  many  great  battles,  among  which  were 
I  those  of  the  xA.tlanta  and  Nashville  campaigns. 
George  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  Morgan 
through  Ohio.  Thomas  was  only  fourteen  years 
of  age  and  Fleming  not  yet  sixteen  when  they 
entered  the  ranks.  The  mother  died  April  30, 
1887,  leaving  many  friends.  The  present  wife  of 
the  doctor  was  Aliss  Viola,  daughter  of  L.  K.  and 
Irene  (Leland)  Hewett,  natives  of  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Glass  w^as  born  in  Michigan  and  was 
married  November  2,  1887. 

In  many  respects  the  doctor  is  a  very  remark¬ 
able  man,  and  though  he  is  now  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  he  enjoys  good  health,  and  his  thick  dark 
hair,  undimmed  eye  and  activity  are  such  as  w’Oifid 
befit  a  man  perhaps  thirty  years  his  junior.  He 
attributes  his  immunity  from  illness  to  a  strict 
vegetarian  diet,  to  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
tobacco  and  liquors  and  to  the  fact  that  he  is 
accustomed  to  take  a  bath  in  wami  water  in  the 
open  air  every  day  during  the  entire  year.  He 
was  a  Republican  when  the  part}'  was  organized 
and  during  the  war  was  a  stanch  friend  to  the 
L  nion;  now  he  is  a  believer  in  free  trade  and  the 
single-tax  idea.  Religiously  he  is  a  Sw'edenbor- 
gian.  In  medicine  the  doctor  opposes  the 
idea  of  poisoning  people  because  they  happen  to 
be  sick;  he  claims  that  all  the  healing  power 
resides  in  living  organisms.  To  cure  disease  re¬ 
move  the  cause  and  supply  to  the  living,  healing 
power  within  the  body  the  conditions  of  health. 
Drug  poisons  cannot  supply  a  condition  of  health. 
I  hese  principles  govern  the  doctor’s  practice  and 
his  success  is  remarkable. 
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THOMAS  JAMES 


Thomas  james  clarke  fagg,  tiie 

Nestor  of  the  Pike  County  bar,  is  a  native 
of  Albemarle  County,  Va.,  born  July  15, 
1822,  on  the  ground  where  Gen.  Burgoyne’s  army 
camped,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Fagg,  a  native  of 
Maryland,  Prince  George’s  County,  born  August 
5,  1774.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Fagg,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Maryland,  but  whose  father  came 
from  England.  John  Fagg,  the  grandfather,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  lived  in  Prince  Will¬ 
iam  County,  Va.,  and  later  removed  to  Spottsyl- 
vania;  he  died  at  his  son  John’s  house,  Albemarle 
County,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  His  son  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  by  trade  a  carpenter 
and  builder,  and  was  at  one  time  employed  at 
the  Capitol,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  remembered 
seeing  Gen.  George  Washington  on  his  old  white 
horse  inspecting  the  work.  John  Fagg  removed 
from  Albemarle  County  in  1836  and  settled  in 
Calumat  Township,  Pike  County,  Mo.,  near  the 
Town  of  Prairieville,  where  he  located  on  an  old 
claim  known  as  the  Le  Ducke  Claim.  These  were 
the  claims  established  before  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  Territory  from  France.  Here  he  lived 
until  his  death  (1846).  His  farm  consisted  of 
about  three  hundred  acres,  which  were  mostly 
put  in  tobacco.  He  was  a  man  of  large  build, 
weighing  on  an  average  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  He  was  reared  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
but  on  coming  to  Missouri  became  a  Methodist. 
Politically  he  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat. 

John  Fagg  was  at  one  time  a  tenant  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  he  with  another  man  renting  some 
lands  belonging  to  the  “father  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,”  near  the  Monticello  Home¬ 
stead.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  W.  Oglesby,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mildred  (Martin)  Oglesby. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  of  Scotch  an¬ 


CLARKE  FAGG. 


cestry,  and  was  one  of  the  same  family  from 
which  Gen.  Richard  J.  Oglesby  sprang.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  on  his  father’s  side 
was  Lucy  Gray.  Her  brother,  Benjamin  Gray, 
was  in  charge  of  all  the  wagon  trains  in  Lafay¬ 
ette’s  army.  Jacob  Oglesby  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation.  Grandmother  Oglesby  remembers  the 
expedition  to  capture  Jefferson  and  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Fagg  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  departed  this  life  in  1851, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Pike  County.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  John  M.,  who  died 
(1837)  at  Jacksonville,  HI.,  while  attending  col¬ 
lege;  Thos.  J.  C.,  our  subject;  Orville,  who  died 
in  Virginia  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Mary  A.,  now 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Kent,  and  they 
had  one  son,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Corinth;  Lucy  M.,  who  married  Jeremiah  Rob¬ 
erts,  died  (1868)  at  Clarksville,  Mo.,  leaving  one 
son,  John  A.  Roberts. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  at  homo. 
He  attended  .the  preparatory  school  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Virginia,  but  before  entering  the  regu¬ 
lar  course  his  parents  removed  to  Missouri  and 
he  was  sent  to  the  Jacksonville  (Ill.)  College, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  leaving  there  in 
1842,  after  his  brother’s  death.  After  leaving  the 
college  he  entered  the  office  of  Gilchrist  Porter, 
where  he  studied  law,  and  was  later  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Troy,  Lincoln  County.  He  commenced 
practicing  his  profession  at  Bowling  Green  with 
James  O.  Broadhead,  now  Minister  to  Switzer¬ 
land.  This  partnership  continued  for  about  two 
years,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Brodhead  going  to 
the  Legislature.  He  then  continued  alone  for  a 
time,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856  moved  to  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Mo.,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Hugh 
Allen,  which  continued  about  three  years.  He 
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was  then  alone  until  the  war  came  on,  when  he 
entered  the  army  and  was  made  Colonel  of  the 
h'ifth  Repfiment  of  Missouri  Militia,  organized  in 
September,  i86i.  This  regiment  was  for  protect¬ 
ing  ])roperty  and  keeping  peace  in  northern  Mis¬ 
souri.  In  February,  1862,  he  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial  Circuit  and  sensed 
until  1866,  when  he  was  elevated  to  the  Supreme 
Rench  by  appointment  of  Gov.  Fletcher.  He 
served  on  the  Supreme  Bench  until  January  i, 
1869. 

Judge  Fagg  organized  a  probate  system  and 
was  elected  Probate  Judge  in  the  fall  of  1850,  and 
was  reelected  in  the  fall  of  1854,  but  resigned  in 
1855,  having  been  elected  to  the  Legislature  at  a 
sj)ecial  election.  In  1858  he  was  reelected  to  the 
Legislature  and  served  until  i860.  In  that  year 
he  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant-Governor  on 
the  Bell  and  Everett  ticket.  He  was  in  the  Leg¬ 
islature  when  Col.  Benton  made  his  last  struggle 
for  reelection  to  the  L’nited  States  Senate.  After 
leaving  the  Supreme  Bench  he  formed  a  partner-  ; 
ship  with  D.  P.  Dyer,  now  of  St.  Louis,  which  ^ 
partnership  continued  until  1875,  when  he  formed  | 
a  ])artnership  with  \V.  H.  Biggs,  now  on  the 
Court  of  Apjieals.  This  partnership  lasted  about 
two  years,  when  he  continued  in  practice  alone 
until  1882.  He  then  removed  to  St.  Louis,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1890  returned  to  Louisiana  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Gov.  Ball,  under  the 
style  of  I'agg  &  Ball,  which  partnership  still  con¬ 
tinues,  with  the  addition  of  i\Ir.  Hicks  to  the  firm. 

I  le  has  been  retained  in  many  great  cases,  among 
them  the  Grove  will  case,  which  lasted  several 
years;  the  case  was  finally  compromised. 

Judge  b'agg  was  married  March  ii,  1847, 
Ashly,  Mo.,  to  Medora  Black,  daughter  of 
Kleazer  and  Catherine  A.  Black,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany,  and  who  settled  in  Pike  County 
at  any  early  day.  Nine  children  have  been  born 
unto  them:  John  M.,  now  residing  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Cal.;  Elias  B.,  at  Minneapolis;  Thomas  ]. 
C.,  at  Duluth,  iMinn.,  in  charge  of  a  large  grain 
business;  Alice  M.,  wife  of  C.  W.  Bright;  .Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Mathew  Li.  Reynolds,  United  States 
Attorney  for  the  new  Land  Court  of  Private  Land  i 
Claims;  Katie,  who  died  in  1874;  Delia,  oldest  ! 


daughter,  who  died  in  1851 ;  Henry  and  Emanuel, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Judge  Fagg  has  been  identified  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  since  the  war.  In  both  of  his  tenns 
in  the  Legislature  he  was  elected  by  the  American 
party.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  ^lasonic 
Order  since  1846.  His  political  education  was 
received  from  such  men  as  Lincoln,  Douglas  and 
Baker.  He  is  held  as  one  of  the  ablest  jurors  in 
the  State,  and  his  record  is  bright  and  unim¬ 
peachable.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
courtly  and  dignified  in  bearing  and  pleasing  in 
address. 


WILLIAjM  ELLIS,  one  of  the  oldest  resi¬ 
dents  of  Marion  County,  Mo.,  is  owner 
of  the  fann  which  formerly  belonged 
to  his  father,  and  which  is  situated  in  Township  57, 
Range  5,  and  known  as  jMiller  Township.  It  is 
well  improved  with  good  buildings,  fences,  or¬ 
chards,  etc.  His  father,  John  Ellis,  was  known 
far  and  wide  owing  to  his  position  as  County  Sur¬ 
veyor.  He  was  considered  an  expert  and  was 
often  called  to  establish  disputed  lines  in  adjacent 
counties  as  well  as  his  own.  He  had  made  a  study 
of  the  business  before  coming  to  Alissouri  and 
fixed  the  lines  of  nearly  every  road  in  the  county, 
many  of  these  having  previously  been  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  much  discord.  He  was  induced  to  retain 
his  office  until  advancing  years  coiUpelled  him  to 
resign. 

Hezekiah  Ellis,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  \’irginia,  but  when  a  child  removed 
with  his  father  to  Fayette  County,  Ky.  He  mar¬ 
ried  IMiss  Duval  and  they  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Lexington.  Before  he  was  twent3'-one  years  of 
age  he  had  served  in  one  of  the  Indian  wars  of  the 
period  in  place  of  his  stepfather,  who  had  been 
drafted.  He  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Fa\'ette  County,  Ky.,  where  he  reared  his  seven 
children.  M'illiam,  the  eldest  son,  was  a  civil 
engineer  and  sun-eyed  the  first  line  of  the  first 
railroad  built  in  Kentucky,  extending  from  Lex¬ 
ington  to  Frankfort.  His  death  occurred  in  his 
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native  State.  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  never 
married,  and  recently  died  in  Kentucky.  Heze- 
kiah,  the  third  son,  was  well  known  in  Marion  | 
County,  with  whose  interests  he  was  prominently  ! 
connected.  He  held  the  presidency  of  Bethel  i 
Baptist  College  of  Palmyra  for  several  years.  Sub- 
secpiently  he  taught  at  Hannibal  and  then  at  Chilli- 
cothe.  He  died  March  i8,  1887,  and  was  placed  [ 
to  rest  in  the  Palmyra  cemetery.  He  was  hon¬ 
ored  and  respected  by  all,  and  was  an  intelligent  j 
and  refined  Christian  gentleman.  James  was  edu-  j 
cated  to  be  a  teacher  and  was  thus  employed  in 
early  manhood.  Ann  married  a  Mr.  McCann  and 
lived  until  her  death  in  Monroe  County,  Mo. 
Lucy  J.  became  the  wife  of  Howard  Parker  and 
died  a  few  years  later  near  her  old  home  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  leaving  two  children. 

John  Ellis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
November  15,  1806,  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  and 
devoted  his  time  for  many  years  to  assisting  his 
father.  He  received  but  a  scanty  education  in  the 
common  schools,  but  improved  his  opportunities 
and  engaged  in  teaching  when  but  a  mere  youth. 
On  December  30,  1828,  he  married  Miss  Mary  C., 
daughter  of  James  Rodgers,  of  Brj'ant  Station, 
Fayette  County,  Ky.,  and  continued  to  teach  for 
another  year  or  two.  In  1830  he  decided  to  go 
west  and  fitted  out  a  team  drawn  by  a  span  of  oxen 
and  a  team  of  horses,  and  in  this  way  moved  his 
family  and  possessions.  Coming  to  this  county 
he  purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the  Berkley 
Farm,  a  mile  south  of  Palmyra,  and  remained 
thereon  until  1839,  when  he  sold  it  and  invested 
the  proceeds  in  another  farm,  which  is  now  known 
as  the  James  King  Farm.  Unfortunately  there 
was  a  defective  title  to  this  place  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  he  gave  it  up  and  located  on  another  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Subsequently  he 
entered  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Shelby  | 
County,  Mo.,  and  later  became  the  proprietor  of 
a  quarter-section  farm,  the  present  home  of  our 
subject.  After  he  had  given  up  his  duties  of  ; 
Public  Surveyor  he  was  employed  by  individuals  j 
as  long  as  he  lived.  For  over  forty  years  he  was  s 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  [ 
a  Deacon  most  of  the  time  and  for  twenty  years  ! 
was  Treasurer  of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Association,  j 
Originally  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  but  afterward  ^ 


became  a  Democrat.  He  died  July  10,  1880.  His 
wife  died  in  1865. 

William  Ellis,  of  whom  we  now  write,  was  born 
September  13,  1834,  in  Marion  County,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  engaged  in  farm  work  and  attending 
the  public  schools.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  St.  Paul’s  College  in  Palmyra,  and  was 
within  one  year  of  graduation  when  he  was  called 
from  college.  His  brother  Rolsert  went  to  Cuba, 
hoping  to  regain  his  health  thereby,  as  he  was 
threatened  with  consumption.  He  grew  worse, 
however,  and  started  home,  getting  as  far  as  New 
Orleans.  There  William  was  sent  to  meet  him 
and  escort  him  home.  Soon  after  he  reached  home 
Robert  passed  to  the  better  land.  Thus  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  studies  were  interrupted  and  he  never  fin¬ 
ished  his  last  year’s  course  at  the  college. 

Having  previously  taught  in  country  schools, 
Mr.  Ellis  soon  resumed  that  occupation,  which  he 
continued  off  and  on  for  twenty-five  years.  He 
was  President  of  La  Grange  College  from  1858 
to  1862,  when  the  college  was  closed  on  account 
of  the  war.  He  then  went  to  Kentucky  for  a  time 
and  subsequently  returned  to  IMissouri,  and  in 
1865  went  on  the  farm  owned  by  his  father  and 
began  farming.  This  farm  was  bequeathed  to 
him  and  his  brother  Fleming.  Later  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  brother’s  interest  and  has  now  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  excellent  land.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  has  been  reason¬ 
ably  successful  in  that  occupation.  Since  he  be¬ 
gan  farming,  however,  he  has  frequently  had 
charge  of  schools,  having  taught  at  Chillicothe, 
.Shelbina,  Hannibal,  New  London  and  other 
places. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  twice  mar¬ 
ried.  His  first  marriage  was  in  Boyle,  Ky.,  near 
Harrcdsburg,  when  in  1859  united  with  Martha 
E.  Davis,  a  native  of  that  county,  born  January 
8,  1838,  and  who  died  in  April,  1873.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Davis,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Kentucky.  By  this  marriage 
four  children  were  born:  IMary,  now  residing  at 
home;  Edwin,  who  died  in  infancy;  William  C., 
one  of  the  firm  of  the  Hixon  Hardware  Company 
of  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Lizzie  G.,  wife  of  Orion  Turner, 
a  farmer  and  stock-dealer  in  Miller  Township. 
The  second  marriage  occurred  May  25,  1875, 
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when  Mr.  Ellis  was  wedded  to  Mary  J.  James, 
born  in  Ralls  County,  March  8,  1852.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Maj.  Asa  and  Susan  (Clayton)  James, 
who  arc  natives  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.  Her 
mother  came  with  her  parents  to  this  State  in 
1837,  when  Hannibal  was  but  a  village.  They 
rented  a  farm  in  Clay  Township,  Ralls  County, 
where  they  remained  one  year  and  then  went  to 
Pike  County.  The  farm  on  which  they  first  re¬ 
sided  is  still  in  the  family,  being  owned  by  James 
Clayton,  a  grandson.  i\Iaj.  James  now  resides  in 
this  township,  living  a  retired  life.  He  was  an 
extensive  farmer  in  Pike  County,  where  he  lived 
from  1851  to  1865,  when  he  came  to  Marion 
County  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  He  was  Major  under  Gen.  Price,  and  was 
in  several  engagements,  but  never  wounded.  Asa 
and  Susan  Clayton  are  the  parents  of  six  daughters 
and  one  son:  Mary  J.,  now'  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Emma  E.,  wife  of  Clifton  C.  Ellis,  a  dairy¬ 
man  at  Plannibal,  Mo.;  Kate  C.,  w'ife  of  Charles 
R.  Gentiw',  who  is  Judge  of  the  County  Court  in 
this  county;  Hattie  C.,  wife  of  Harvey  Williams, 
a  farmer  of  this  township;  Sallie  H.,  wife  of 
George  T.  Hawkins,  Government  Civil  Engineer, 
residing  in  Washington,  D.  C.;  Charles  R.,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  dairj'  business;  Lena  T.,  wife  of 
Claude  C.  Dudley,  a  farmer  of  this  tow'iiship.  By 
the  second  marriage  of  ]\Ir.  Ellis  three  children 
have  been  born:  James  R.,  born  November  10, 
1877,  now’  with  his  uncle  in  the  Indian  Territory 
Surv'ey;  Roy  C.,  born  April  4,  1881;  Susan  V., 
born  Januar)'  3,  1885.  The  two  last  remain  at 
home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ellis  is  a  Democrat,  and  relig¬ 
iously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  has  been  a  Deacon  for  some  fifteen  years. 


O  tto  MINCI-I  is  one  of  the  well-known 
pioneers  of  Marion  County.  His  estate, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
acres,  is  pleasantly  located  on  Section  15,  Towm- 
ship  59,  Range  7,  and  is  among  the  best  cultivated 
in  that  locality.  He  was  .born  in  Bavaria,  Ger¬ 
many,  August  24,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  George 


i  and  Margaret  (Hoffman)  Minch,  also  natives  of 
'  the  Fatherland.  Their  father  w’as  a  stonemason 
'  by  trade,  and  lived  to  be  very  old.  Mrs.  Minch 
also  departed  this  life  in  her  native  land  (1851). 

Our  subject  had  seven  brothers  and  sisters, 
namely:  George,  Eve,  Lena,  Charlie,  Mary,  John 
and  Katie.  He  had  several  relatives  living  in  the 
New  World,  and  during  the  troubles  in  Germany 
(1848)  he  came  alone  to  America.  He  embarked 
on  a  vessel  at  a  French  port  in  April,  1849, 
after  being  on  the  Atlantic  for  forty-two  days,  w'as 
landed  in  New'  York  City  July  ii.  He  remained 
,  in  that  city  for  three  years,  working  at  the  cabinet¬ 
maker’s  trade,  and  then  traveled  westw'ard  to  Dav- 
,  enport,  Iowa.  Failing  to  obtain  work  at  his  trade 
in  the  latter  city  he  secured  a  position  on  a  boat 
plying  the  Mississippi  River,  and  after  nine 
i  months  went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  for  four 
years  he  w'as  a  cabinetmaker,  doing  a  good  busi- 
'  ness.  While  in  the  Blue  Grass  region  he  W'as 
married  to  Mar}',  daughter  of  F.  W^.  and  IMaria  C. 
(Fratz)  Rickert,  also  born  in  the  Fatherland, 

;  whence  they  came  to  this  country  in  1853.  They 
are  still  living  and  residents  of  Quincy,  Ill. 
i  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Minch  moved  to  the 
I  Gem  City,  and  was  there  for  tw'o  years  employed 
at  his  trade,  w'hen  he  changed  his  location,  this 
time  taking  up  his  abode  in  Palmyra,  Mo.  One 
i  year  thereafter  he  decided  to  tr}'  his  fortunes  in 
farming,  and  so  w'ell  did  he  succeed  that  in  1868 
he  purchased  his  present  place,  which  at  that  time 
embraced  eighty  acres.  To  this  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  his  possessions  now  aggregate 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres.  The  land  was 
in  a  w'ild  state  w'hen  he  took  possession,  but  by 
years  of  hard  w’ork  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  most 
productive  tracts  in  the  entire  county.  Mrs. 
Minch  departed  this  life  here  in  January,  1892. 

Of  the  large  family  of  thirteen  children  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  seven  are  living,  name¬ 
ly:  Joseph  married  Lena  Fishner  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  near  his  father;  IMary  married  Joseph  Yabrow 
and  their  home  is  near  our  subject’s  estate; 
Rosa  married  Samuel  Yabrow  and  their  farm  is 
seven  miles  W’est  of  that  of  Mr.  Minch;  Edward 
chose  Annie  Jeffries  for  his  wife  and  .lives  with 
'  his  father;  Emma  became  the  w'ife  of  Richard 
Berry,  and  their  place  is  located  two  and  one-half 
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miles  west  of  Hester;  William  married  Nettie  i 
Stephen  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Anna  j 
Belle  is  now  Mrs.  Louis  Ther  and  their  place  is  j 
two  miles  distant.  John  and  Otto  are  deceased,  ! 
as  are  four  others  of  the  family,  who  died  in  in-  i 
fancy.  The  sons  and  daughters  who  lived  to  ma-  | 
ture  years  were  given  good  educations  and  fitted 
to  occupy  useful  positions  in  life. 

Mr.  Minch,  though  reared  in  the  Catholic  I 
Church,  is  not  identified  with  any  religious  organi-  l 
zation.  He  has  always  voted  for  Democratic  can-  ' 
didates  and  takes  great  interest  in  the  success  of  ; 
his  party,  though  he  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  | 
an  office-seeker.  He  is  self-made,  and  among  j 
his  friends  and  neighbors  is  known  as  a  man  of  j 
most  exemplary  life  and  honorable  principles.  : 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  HENRY  SCHRO-  ] 
DER  is  one  of  the  worthy  sons  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  German  Empire,  and  for 
about  forty  years  has  lived  in  Missouri.  His 
present  estate,  on  which  he  has  made  his  home 
for  many  years,  consists  of  two  hundred  acres, 
located  on  Section  28,  Township  59,  Range  7. 
He  has  always  been  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  | 
business  ability  and  sagacity  and  from  a  humble  j 
beginning  he  has  risen  step  by  step,  until  he  now  | 
stands  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  best  and  most 
progressive  agriculturists  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Schroder  was  born  in  the  Fatherland  No¬ 
vember  4,  1831.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Mureschenburg)  Schroder,  who  were  also  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  a  dairy  farmer 
and  operated  a  cheese  factory  in  his  native  land. 
He  departed  this  life  when  our  subject  was  a  lad 
of  six  years,  and  two  years  later  the  boy  was  also 
deprived  of  the  care  of  his  mother.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  those  besides  Charles 
being:  Wilhelmina,  Fritz,  Otto,  Louisa  and 
William. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  made  his  home 
with  a  brother-in-law  until  attaining  mature  years, 
when  he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  tailor’s 
trade.  After  becoming  fully  acquainted  with  this 


business  he  visited  all  the  principal  cities  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  spending  two  years  in  travel  and  working 
at  his  trade  in  the  various  places,  including  Lon¬ 
don,  England.  He  then  returned  to  his  native 
city,  and  after  a  stay  of  six  months  went  to  Ham¬ 
burg  and  again  made  a  tour  of  Europe,  gaining 
all  the  information  possible  in  his  line  of  business. 
About  this  time  he  determined  to  tr}"  his  fortunes 
in  America,  and  accordingly  set  sail  on  the  vessel 
“Rhine,”  which  landed  him  on  the  shores  of  the 
New  World  in  August,  1855.  He  continued  his 
westward  way  until  he  reached  the  World’s  Fair 
City,  whence  he  later  went  to  Rock  Island,  Ill. 
While  in  that  city  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  potter, 
and  had  worked  at  this  just  one  year  when  he 
came  to  Marion  County,  and,  purchasing  the  old 
pottery  north  of  Palmyra,  engaged  in  running  the 
same  for  thirteen  years,  making  jugs,  crocks  and 
all  articles  manufactured  out  of  clay. 

While  in  Rock  Island  (1856)  our  subject  was 
married  to  Nancy  McPeck,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
departed  this  life  in  1872,  leaving  three  children, 
namely:  Daniel  married  Minnie  Lovelow  and  is 
now  living  in  this  township,  west  of  Emerson; 
William  is  at  home ;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Sherman 
Rhodes  of  Quincy,  Ill. 

In  1871  ]\Ir.  Schroder  located  upon  his  present 
farm,  which  then  included  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres.  Of  this  he  has  sold  ten  acres  and  now  has 
under  his  control  and  supervision  the  remaining 
two  hundred.  He  is  engaged  in  general  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  gives  considerable  attention  to  breeding 
a  fine  grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  swine,  keeping 
constantly  on  his  place  large  numbers  of  cac’n 
kind  of  stock. 

December  ii,  1872,  our  subject  was  married 
to  IMiss  Catherine  Breidenthal,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Pennsylvania,  July  4,  1847.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Lafferty)  Breiden¬ 
thal,  both  of  whom  were  bom  in  ^Maryland,  where 
!  they  were  farmers.  They  came  to  Missouri  in 
'  1868,  where  the  father  died  in  1887.  His  wife  is 
still  living  in  Emerson,  this  county,  and  is  over 
I  eighty-six  years  of  age.  By  this  union  with  his 
'  second  companion  there  have  been  bom  a  family 
I  of  nine  sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  Manora,  the 
j  eldest,  is  deceased;  the  second  and  third  children 
’  died  in  infancy;  Cecil  is  also  deceased,  and  Ger- 
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aldine,  Henry,  Charles,  Carrie  and  Harold  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Schroder  takes  j^reat  interest  in 
school  affairs,  and  it  is  his  desire  to  give  his  chil¬ 
dren  good  educations.  He  served  two  years  as 
Director  of  his  district.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  but  has  never  found  time  among  his 
various  duties  to  engage  in  office-seeking.  He 
attends  the  Lutheran  Church,  while  his  children 
are  members  of  the  llaptist  denomination.  As  a 
true,  honorable,  upright  and  progressive  gentle¬ 
man,  his  life  is  an  example  to  all  young  men  who 
desire  to  succeed  in  their  undertakings. 


ILLIAM  EDWIX  CUNNINGHAM 
is  superintendent  of  the  St.  L.,  K.  & 
N.-M'.  R.  R.  and  the  C.,  B.  &  K.  C. 
Rv.,  Hannibal.  This  very  prominent  position  he 
has  held  since  May,  1889,  and  though  great  re¬ 
sponsibilities  rest  upon  his  shoulders,  he  is  amply* 
([ualified  for  the  work  by  years  of  experience  and 
faithful  attention  to  duty.  The  officers  of  the  roads 
mentioned  place  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  in- 
tegrity  and  capability,  for  he  is  and  ever  has  been 
keenly  alert  to  thei'*  best  interests. 

A  native  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  iMr.  Cunning¬ 
ham  was  born  September  13,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of 
Timothy  Cunningham,  a  native  of  Ireland.  The 
latter  emigrated  to  the  C’^nited  States  when  he  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  locating  first  at  St. 
Louis,  where  he  clerked  nearly  five  years.  Then 
going  to  Burlington,  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in 
a  steamboat  office  and  continued  a  resident  of  that 
city  for  five  years.  He  removed  next  to  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  near  the  city 
and  conducted  the  same  for  several  years.  Then 
settling  in  Ale.xandria,  he  engaged  in  a  general 
commission  business  in  company  with  a  brother 
for  about  two  years.  Going  back  to  his  former 
home  in  Burlington,  he  became  City  Contractor, 
holding  the  position  for  several  years,  and  was 
afterward  City  Weigh  master  for  a  long  time,  dur¬ 
ing  which  period  he  took  sub-contracts.  In  1891 
he  came  to  Hannibal  and  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  business.  Patrick,  his  elder  brother. 


is  a  resident  of  Keokuk,  and  James,  another 
brother,  lives  in  New  York  City.  IMr.  Cunning¬ 
ham  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  has  been  quite 
a  leader  in  his  party.  Religiously  he  holds  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Catholic  Church.  His  wife 
Frances  was  Miss  Leahy  before  her  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  1855.  She  was  born  in  Kil¬ 
kenny,  Ireland,  and,  her  father  dying  when  she 
was  quite  young,  she  emigrated  with  her  mother 
and  the  other  members  of  the  famil}'  to  New 
Foundland,  and  from  there  to  St.  Louis. 

In  a  family  of  eight  children  William  E.  Cun¬ 
ningham  is  the  eldest  and  the  others  are:  Edward, 
of  Hannibal;  Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  George,  railroading  in  California; 
James,  a  railroad  engineer  in  Galesburg,  Ill.; 
Emmett  L.,  also  a  railroad  man;  Annette  and 
Antoinette. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Bur¬ 
lington,  and  while  his  family  resided  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  he  went  to  a  private  school.  Afterward  he 
attended  one  in  Burlington,  the  principal  being 
R.  J.  Graff,  and  was  a  student  there  for  about 
five  years.  During  his  vacations  he  clerked  in  a 
china  store  kept  by  iMr.  A.  xU.  Perkins,  and  upon 
leaving  school  he  stayed  with  his  former  employer 
for  a  year.  Then  entering  the  office  of  the  T., 
P.  &  \y.  R.  R.,  he  was  there  for  one  and  a  half 
years,  taking  up  telegraphy  in  the  meantime.  At 
length  he  v.'as  given  a  position  as  an  operator  at 
Carthage  Junction,  Ill.,  on  the  “Q”  road.  In  1876 
he  was  made  Train  Dispatcher  for  the  same  rail¬ 
road,  being  situated  at  Burlington,  and  in  this  em¬ 
ployment  seven  years  passed.  In  January,  1883, 
he  was  given  the  position  of  Chief  Train  Dispatcli- 
er  and  Superintendent  of  Telegraph  Lines  at  Keo- 
k'uk  with:  the  St.  L.,  K.  &  N.-M\  R.  R.  and  the  C., 
B.  &  K.  C.  Ry.  (a  part  of  the  Burlington  system), 
which  he  held  three  years.  His  next  promotion 
was  to  the  place  of  Trainmaster  at  Keokuk  and 
three  years  later  he  was  made  xUssistant  Superin¬ 
tendent,  serving  as  such  two  years.  For  the  past 
six  years  he  has  held  the  position  which  he  is  now 
ably  filling.  Step  by  step  he  has 'mounted  from  a 
humble  capacity  by  earnest  attention  to  his  duties 
and  deserves  the  honor  which  he  now'  enjoys. 

I'raternally  Mr.  Cunningham  is  a  member  of 
Hannibal  Lodge  No.  210,  B.  and  P.  O.  of  E.  His 
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ballot  is  given  in  favor  of  Democratic  nominees, 
though  he  has  but  little  time  or  inclination  to 
take  part  in  political  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  faith  he  was  reared. 


CHARLES  H.  SPRATT  is  a  worthy  rep¬ 
resentative  of  an  old  and  respected  Ken¬ 
tucky  family.  He  also  stands  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  American  self-made  man,  having- 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  having 
risen  to  an  enviable  position  in  the  estimation  of 
all  by  the  exercise  of  inherent  talents  and  hon¬ 
est  toil.  His  home  has  been  for  some  years  on 
Section  14,  Township  59,  Range  8,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  where  he  owns  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this 
region. 

Thomas  Spratt  was  a  native  of  Garrard  County, 
Ky.,  and  in  his  early  life  followed  the  tailor’s 
trade,  in  which  he  was  quite  skillful,  but  after¬ 
ward  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  was  thus  employed  until  shortly  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1830.  His  wife  survived 
him  over  half  a  century,  her  death  occurring  in 
Kentucky  in  1888.  Before  her  marriage  she  was 
Miss  Nancy  Brown  and  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  named  as  follows:  Napoleon,  Pau¬ 
lina,  Charles  H.,  Sophia,  Desha,  James,  Stephen 
and  Mary.  With  the  exception  of  the  eldest  they 
received  very  little  educational  privileges,  as  their 
father’s  death  removed  from  them  a  protector  and 
provider,  and  they  were  early  obliged  to  seek 
their  own  living. 

C.  H.  Spratt,  who  was  born  in  Garrard  County, 
Ky.,  January  21,  1821,  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  married  Nancy 
Hutchinson,  a  native  of  the  same  county.  She 
came  from  an  old  and  respected  family  of  that 
locality,  being  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ruth 
(Brown)  Hutchinson,  the  former  of  whom  died 
in  Kentucky,  while  the  latter,  who,  with  others 
of  her  family  moved  to  Missouri,  died  here.  After 
his  marriage  JMr.  Spratt  engaged  in  farming  and 
also  worked  to  some  extent  as  a  stonemason  for 
twelve  years. 


It  was  in  1852  that  IMr.  Spratt  with  his  wife  and 
household  effects  started  from  the  old  home  in 
Kentucky  in  wagons  and  journeyed  to  this  coun¬ 
ty.  For  three  years  our  subject  rented  land  on 
the  present  site  of  Benbow  and  then  moved  to  his 
I^resent  farm,  having  bought  eighty  acres.  Later 
he  added  eighty  acres  more  to  the  original  tract, 
and,  as  it  was  all  covered  with  timber,  he  had  plen¬ 
ty  to  occupy  his  time  for  a  number  of  years  in 
clearing  it  for  agricultural  purposes.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  preferred  to  give  his  time  to  his  home  and 
business  interests,  and  has  never  held  any  office 
in  the  county,  though  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  has  been  particularly  successful  in 
raising  wheat  and  com,  his  land  being  especially 
adapted  for  producing  these  cereals. 

Mr.  Spratt’s  wife,  Nancy,  died  August  8,  1871, 
and  three  of  their  eight  children  (Elizabeth,  Will¬ 
iam  and  James)  are  deceased.  The  others  are: 
John  T.,  who  married  D.  Dunn,  and  now  lives 
in  this  neighborhood;  Willis  B.,  who  married 
Mary  Bonta,  and  moved  to  Nebraska;  Robert,  a 
resident  of  Peoria  County,  Ill.;  Price,  whose  home 
is  in  this  vicinity  and  whose  wife  was  Effie  Luck- 
enbaugh;  Ella,  wife  of  Scott  Ellington  of  Mom- 
roe  City,  this  county.  April  9,  1874,  IMr.  Spratt 
married  Nancy,  widow  of  William  Rhoades.  She 
was  born  April  ii,  1851,  in  this  county,  being  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Price)  Tolley, 
hlr.  and  klrs.  Spratt  have  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  Bradley,  Sophia  and  one  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  have  been  called  to  the  better  land.  Those 
living  are:  Winfield,  Fannie,  Charlie,  Belle,  Vic¬ 
toria  and  Edna. 


WILLIAM  L.  NELSON  of  Township 
59,  Range  6,  Marion  County,  is  a  strik¬ 
ing  example  of  the  American  self-made 
man.  He  started  out  empK-handed  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  and  by  perseverance,  in¬ 
dustry  and  strict  attention  to  business  he  has  be¬ 
come  wealthy  and  influential;  at  the  same  time 
he  is  a  man  whose  word  is  considered  as  good 
as  his  bond  and  his  sterling  integrity  is  unques¬ 
tioned.  From  time  to  time  he  has  been  called 
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upon  to  serve  as  administrator  on  estates,  this 
fact  showing  the  confidence  his  friends  place  in 
his  good  judgment,  executive  ability  and  abso¬ 
lute  honor. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  5,  1837,  in  Marion 
County,  while  his  father,  John  F.,  was  a  native 
of  Fauquier  County,  \^a.,  born  in  1798.  The  lat¬ 
ter  married  Susan  Lowin,  who  was  born  in  1799, 
their  union  being  celebrated  in  1829.  The  father 
of  John  F.  Nelson  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  following  which  example  he  himself 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  moved  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age  and 
came  to  Missouri  about  1830.  For  several  years 
he  resided  on  what  is  known  as  the  Bryant  Fami, 
but  after  selling  this  tract  of  eighty  acres  he  en¬ 
tered  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  where  his 
son,  our  subject,  now  lives.  By  trade  he  was  a 
wheelwright,  having  serv-ed  his  apprenticeship 
in  Kentucky,  and  continued  to  work  at  the  same 
to  some  extent  after  taking  up  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  The  old  brick  house,  which  was  the  second 
built  in  the  neighlwrhood,  is  still  standing,  though 
now  fallen  into  disuse.  Mr.  Nelson  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church  nearly  all  of  his  life¬ 
time  and  his  wife  was  identified  with  the  same 
denomination.  He  was  a  slave-owner  and 
brought  a  number  of  his  slaves  with  him  from 
Kentucky;  kind  and  indulgent  to  the  negroes, 
he  gave  them  good  clothing  and  the  same  care 
that  he  bestowed  upon  his  family.  He  was  an 
excellent  shot  and  was  very  fond  of  hunting, 
finding  an  abundance  of  large  game  during  his 
pioneer  days,  and  for  years  kept  his  table  thus 
supplied.  His  hospitality  was  a  matter  of  public 
comment  and  his  acquaintances  speedily  became 
warm  friends.  His  nine  children  were  as  follows: 
I'rancis,  died  in  California;  James  M.  (deceased); 
John,  a  retired  farmer  of  Lewis  County;  George 
H.,  owner  of  a  farm  in  this  county;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Jacob  Pollock  of  La  Grange;  Lucy  T-, 
widow  of  Archibald  Young  and  now  a  resident 
of  Kirksville;  William  L.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Thomas,  died  in  early  manhood;  Susan,  wife  of 
Abbott  G.  Williams,  postmaster  of  Lewiston. 

William  L.  Nelson  received  a  good  common- 


school  education,  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the 
Baptist  Seminary  at  Palmyra  under  Prof.  J.  T. 
Williams,  then  for  a  year  he  went  to  a  select 
school  in  La  Grange  and  afterward  attended  the 
Christian  University,  Canton,  IMo.,  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1858-59.  The  next  three  years  he  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Warren  County,  after  which 
,  he  joined  the  militia,  but  was  not  called  into  sen^- 
ice.  In  1861  he  commenced  operating  his  fath¬ 
er’s  farm,  which  he  conducted  until  1869;  then 
j  going  to  the  western  part  of  the  county,  he  pur¬ 
chased  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  tak- 
I  ing  possession  of  the  same  on  the  4th  of  March, 
the  day  of  Gen.  Grant’s  first  inauguration. 

On  March  4,  1869,  ’Mr.  Nelson  married  Anna 
M.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (Singleton) 
Johnston,  who  were  from  Virginia  and  came  to 
Missouri  in  1828.  IMr.  and  jMrs.  Nelson  have  had 
three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Ernest,  was 
born  October  8,  1872.  On  completing  the  com¬ 
mon-school  course  the  latter  entered  Canton  Uni¬ 
versity  and  in  1892  went  to  Kirksville  Seminary, 
finishing  with  a  commercial  course  at  the  Gem 
City  Business  College,  Quincy,  Ill.  At  present 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Tilton  IManufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Quincy.  Eugene  W.,  born  September 
21,  1874,  was  for  two  years  a  student  at  Kirks¬ 
ville  and  is  now  taking  his  second  term  of  study 
in  the  Warrensburgh  Normal;  Bertrude,  born 
December  16,  1876,  is  at  home. 

After  three  years  spent  in  managing  his  three- 
hundred-and-sixty-acre  farm  Mr.  Nelson  sold 
out  and  bought  the  old  homestead,  upon  which 
he  located  in  April,  1872,  his  father’s  death  in 
1871  having  placed  the  property  on  the  market. 
In  1892  he  purchased  eighty  acres  more  and  on 
various  occasions  invested  in  other  tracts  until 
at  present  he  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  fine  land,  the  result  of  his  years  of 
toil  and  well-directed  energies.  Since  1858  he 
j  has  been  a  valued  worker  in  the  Christian  Church 
and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  a  deacon. 
For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  belonged  to  Palmy¬ 
ra  Lodge  No.  24,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Although  mar¬ 
ried  twenty-six  years,  Mr.  Nelson  has  never  run 
,  up  a  bill,  always  paying  cash. 
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JUDGE  JOSEPH  ROWE. 


JUDGE  JOSEPH  ROWE.  Among  the  re- 
spectecl  and  worthy  citizens  of  Hannibal, 
iMo.,  there  are  none  who  stand  hig'her  or 
are  more  beloved  than  the  one  whose  name  heads 
this  memoir.  Judge  Rowe  was  born  in  King, 
William  County,  Va.,  January  15,  1812,  and  is 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Martha  (Abrahams)  Rowe. 
Robert  Rowe  was  also  a  native  of  King  William 
County  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Rowe,  of  ' 
English  ancestry,  who  was  by  occupation  a  | 
planter  and  who  served  in  the  Revolutionar}’ 
Army  under  Washington.  Robert  Rowe  was  also 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  when  the 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
broke  out  in  1812  he  enlisted  and  took  part  in 
that  successful  struggle,  assisting  by  his  valor  to  I 
maintain  the  Republic  which  his  father  had  j 
fought  to  establish. 


When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about 
seven  years  old,  his  father  moved  with  a  portion 
of  his  effects  to  Kentucky,  with  the  intention  of  lo¬ 
cating  there,  but  his  health  was  so  poor  that  he 
concluded  to  return  to  Virginia.  His  brother-in- 
law,  William  Abrahams,  was  sent  to  Kentucky 
and  brought  back  to  Virginia  the  slaves  which 
Robert  had  left  there,  and  other  property.  He 
died  in  1819,  in  King  William  County,  on  the  old 
homestead,  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Mordecai  Abrahams,  the  maternal  great-grand¬ 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  removed 
to  King  William  County  as  a  British  subject,  hav¬ 
ing  a  grant  of  land  there  from  the  King.  He 
married  Sari  Levy,  of  London,  England.  Mor¬ 
decai,  his  son,  and  grandfather  of  Judge  Rowe, 
married  Susana  Lawrence,  a  native  of  \’irginia, 
by  whom  he  had  five  children;  Mordecai,  Jr., 


i 


William  L.,  Polly,  IMartha  and  Kctie.  The  latter 
married  Thomas  Rowe,  an  uncle  of  Judge  Rowe; 
Polly  married  William  Sizer;  Martha,  as  above 
stated,  was  married  to  Robert  Rowe. 

Afartha  Rowe,  the  mother  of  Judge  Rowe,  was 
born  in  1780,  in  King  William  County.  and 
died  in  1856,  in  the  full  belief  of  the  saving  grace 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  To  Robert  and  Martha 
Rowe  were  born  seven  children :  Agnes  L.,  who 
married  William  IMcGcorge;  Susanna  Henrietta, 
who  was  married  to  William  Thomas;  Robert  B., 
who  settled  near  Helena,  iMiss. ;  Joseph,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  memoir;  Catherine,  iNlordecai  and 
hrancis  W.,  who  died  in  early  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Joseph  Rowe,  was 
reared  at  home  and  received  a  common  school 
education,  being  recpiired  to  walk,  during  the 
last  two  years  of  his  schooling,  seven  miles  to  the 
school-house.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started 
for  the  Great  West,  stopping  first  at  Gincinnati, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  went  to 
St.  Louis,  ]\Io.  He  began  to  learn  the  carpen¬ 
ter's  trade  while  in  Cincinnati,  and  continued  to 
work  at  the  same  while  in  St.  Louis.  When  the 
Black  Hawk  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  in  Capt.  Nathan  Boone’s  companv  of  United 
States  Mounted  Rangers,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  that  war,  when  he  was  honorablv  dis¬ 
charged.  Nathan  Boone  was  a  son  of  Daniel 
Boone,  and  after  the  Black  Hawk  war  became  a 
Colonel  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  only  the  last  year,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly 
sixty-five  years,  that  Judge  Rowe  received  from 
the  United  States  a  pensioner’s  certificate,  which 
was  signed  by  Hon.  Hoke  Smith.  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  dated  November  7,  1894.  The 
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Judge  values  this  document  liigher  than  a  certih-  ^ 
cate  of  election  to  the  United  States  Congress. 

(dn  receiving  his  discharge  as  a  soldier  in  the 
lllack  Hawk  war,  Judge  Rowe  returned  to  St.  i 
Louis  and  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business 
for  a  couple  of  years.  It  was  at  this  period  that 
he  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Boyce,  to  whom  j 
he  was  married  October  8,  1835.  Having  ac-  j 
cumulated  a  few  thousand  dollars,  Mr.  Rowe  in¬ 
vested  it  in  the  lumber  business  in  company  with  ! 
his  wife’s  father.  He  continued  in  that  business  i 
about  six  years,  when  he  was  advised,  on  account  | 
of  poor  health,  to  go  to  farming.  Accordingly,  i 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.,  | 
where  he  remained  five  years  and  then  returned 
to  the  city  and  re-engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Whitehill  &  Rowe.  Five 
years  later  he  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Whitehill, 
and  a  year  later  engaged  in  the  same  business  in 
his  own  name,  which  he  continued  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  deemed  it  ad¬ 
visable  to  sell  out.  Under  the  Mayoralty  of  Hon. 
Daniel  G.  Taylor,  Judge  Rowe  held  the  position 
of  President  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  one 
year,  declining  a  re-appointment  on  account  of 
his  poor  health.  He  removed  to  Marion  County, 
.Mo.,  settling  on  what  is  known  as  the  College 
Tract,  in  South  River  Township,  consisting  of 
four  hundred  and  seventy -two  acres.  Here  he 
engaged  in  agriculture  until  1866,  when,  leaving 
his  family  on  the  farm,  he  went  to  Hannibal  and 
there  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Rowe  &  Toll.  This  firm  continued 
until  1873,  when  yir.  Toll  sold  his  interest  to  the 
Badger  State  Lumber  Company,  which  was  doing 
business  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  at  Hannibal, 
Mo.  Mr.  Rowe  retained  his  half  of  this  business 
until  the  following  year,  when,  becoming  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Badger  State  Lumber  Company,  he 
sold  to  that  corporation  his  stock  and  became 
one  of  its  stockholders. 

In  1870,  Judge  Rowe  removed  his  family  from 
the  farm  to  a  home  he  had  built  on  the  corner  of 
h'ifth  and  North  Streets,  Hannibal,  which  he  gave 
to  his  daughter  in  1884,  expecting  at  the  time  to 
move  away  from  Hannibal.  He  visited  St.  Louis, 
together  with  his  wife,  for  the  puq^ose  of  select¬ 


ing  a  home  for  bis  future  residence.  He  found 
no  place  that  his  wife  was  satisfied  with,  and  came 
to  the  conclusion,  after  much  talk  with  her,  that 
she  would  rather  live  in  a  log  hut  in  Hannibal 
than  a  palace  in  St.  Louis.  The  two  following 
winters  the  Judge  spent  in  Florida,  and  in  the 
meantime  had  erected  for  his  future  home  a 
commodious  residence  in  Hannibal,  on  Sixth 
Street,  to  which  he  moved,  and  where  he  has 
since  resided.  It  is  a  beautiful  residence,  ar¬ 
ranged  for  comfort  and  quiet  enjoyment. 

Judge  Rowe  was  an  original  stockholder  in 
the  Old  First  National  Bank  of  Hannibal,  of 
which  later  he  was  a  Director,  succeeding  Alfred 
Warner.  At  the  death  of  IMoses  P.  Green,  Judge 
Rowe  became  Wee-President,  which  position  he 
held  until  the  closing  of  the  Bank.  He  then 
bought  the  old  bank  building,  and  in  1879  'vent 
into  the  private  banking  business,  associated  with 
Jesse  jM.  Armstrong.  He  continued  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  about  three  years  and  then  sold  out  his  in¬ 
terest. 

In  1876  Judge  Rowe  was  chosen  Justice  of  the 
County  Court  for  a  term  of  six  years,  wdiich  car¬ 
ried  with  it  ex-officially  the  Probate  jurisdiction 
of  the  Townships  of  Mason  and  IMiller,  with 
i  court  at  Hannibal.  Two  years  later,  the  Probate 
j  Court  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  providing  for  one  court  at  Hannibal  and 
one  at  Palmyra.  Later,  Judge  Rowe  was  elected 
,  by  the  Democratic  party.  Probate  Judge  for 
Marion  County.  He  w'as  the  first  Probate  Judge 
elected  by  the  county  and  held  this  position  for 
four  years,  declining  to  serve  a  second  term.  He 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  ability  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people,  leaving  behind 
him  the  reputation  of  having  been  one  of  the  most 
efficient  officers  in  this  department  of  the  county 
government.  He  also  serv'ed  as  IMayor  of  the 
City  of  Hannibal  for  one  term  in  1881. 

As  already  stated.  Judge  Rowe  was  married  in 
1835,  St.  Louis,  to  Margaret  Eliza  Boyce.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  William  H.  and  IMary  E. 
(Harrow)  Boyce,  and  is  a  native  of  Bertie  County, 
North  Carolina.  Her  parents  were  also  natives  of 
that  County,  but  later  removed  to  St.  Louis,  the 
father  going  into  the  lumber  business.  He  died 
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in  St.  Louis,  in  1839,  wife  surviving  him  and 
departing  this  life  in  Hannibal,  in  1880.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Rowe  twelve  children  were 
born,  five  of  whom  reached  the  age  of  maturity 
and  are  still  living:  Joseph  E.,  now  living,  on  the 
old  Marion  County  farm;  IMary  W.,  who  married 
Col.  Robert  Buchanan,  of  St.  Louis;  Charles  H., 
now  at  Santa  Anna,  Cal.;  Clara  Belle,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Eugene  D.  Brewington,  of  the  Standard 
Printing  Company,  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  Wallace 
H.,  now  residing  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  manager 
of  the  Consolidated  Steel  and  Wire  Company. 

Judge  Rowe  and  his  good  wife  are  active  and 
infiuential  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  freely  giving  of  their  time  and  money  in 
its  aid.  In  the  fall  of  1831,  the  Judge  became  a 
member  of  this  church  in  Cincinnati  under  the 
eloquent  preaching  of  Rev.  Samuel  Morris,  who 
later  became  'a  distinguished  Bishop  of  that 
church.  After  his  return  from  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  Mr.  Rowe  revived  his  membership  by  join¬ 
ing  the  same  denomination  in  St,  Louis.  It  was 
then  that  he  met  Margaret  Eliza  Boyce,  now  his  ; 
wife,  both  of  whom  have  held  membership  in  the  , 
Methodist  Church  from  that  time  to  the  present.  | 

Politically,  Judge  Rowe  is  a  Democrat;  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  Knight  Templar.  He  is  the  oldest 
member  of  the  St.  Louis  Encampment  now  liv-  | 
ing,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  same.  He  ^ 
is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Excaliber  Com- 
mandery,  of  Hannibal. 

Judge  Rowe’s  life  has  been  one  of  success  in 
all  its  phases;  successful  in  a  financial  way,  while  I 
following  the  lines  of  strictest  integrity;  success¬ 
ful  in  rearing  a  family  of  honorable  and  worthy 
sons  and  daughters;  successful  in  the  honorable 
and  able  discharge  of  important  public  functions 
intrusted  to  him  by  the  people,  and  successful  in 
securing  and  retaining  the  confidence,  friendship 
and  love  of  his  fellow  man.  From  his  beautiful 
home  he  can  now  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
past,  and  with  his  beloved  and  faithful  companion 
can  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life  with  the 
satisfaction  that  he  has  done  his  part  toward  the 
building  up  of  the  commonwealth  and  toward  the 


advancement  of  civilization ;  that  he  has  been  an 
honor  to  the  State  and  a  credit  to  a  long  line  of 
honorable  ancestry. 


EORGE  H.  BOMBEEK.  Among  the 
worthy  German-American  citizens  of 
Ralls  Gounty,  this  gentleman  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent.  He  has  been  a  witness  of 
the  vast  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
county  in  the  past  forty  years,  and  has  contrib¬ 
uted  not  a  little  to  the  prosperity  and  peace  which 
it  now  enjoys.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  educa¬ 
tion  and  wide  intelligence,  and  is  thoroughlv 
posted  on  the  important  affairs  taking  place  in 
the  world  at  large.  His  place  of  abode  is  on 
Section  31,  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  where 
he  owns  an  improved  farm  of  some  eighty-eight 
acres. 

Born  in  the  \dllage  of  Rinteley,  Prussia,  Ger¬ 
many,  April  14,  1824,  i\Ir.  Bombeek  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Fredericka  (Birker)  Bombeek,  like¬ 
wise  natives  of  Germany.  The  mother  died  in 
1838,  aged  forty-two  years,  and  subsequently  the 
father  married  Minnie  Wilhelm,  also  of  German 
birth.  Her  death  occurred  in  1853.  George  H. 
is  one  of  ten  sons  born  to  Daniel  and  Fredericka 
Bombeek.  His  brother,  Daniel  F.,  is  a  boiler 
manufacturer  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  John  W.  died 
in  Colorado;  William  also  died  in  that  State,  and 
the  other  brothers  died  in  infancy.  By  his  second 
marriage  Daniel  Bombeek  had  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  as  follows:  Augustus,  a  retired 
capitalist  and  horseman  of  Kansas  City;  Julius, 
deceased,  formerly  of  the  same  place;  Louisa,  a 
resident  of  Carroll  County,  }iIo. ;  Minnie,  widow 
of  Garrett  Dorsey,  of  Carrolton,  Mo.;  Charles  re¬ 
sides  with  our  subject.  Charles  was  born  in  Prus¬ 
sia,  July  2,  1848,  and  was  married  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  to  Emma  Hausding,  a  native  of  that  city, 
born  August  9,  1855.  Her  parents,  Charles  and 
Cornelia  (Borngesser)  Hausding,  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1848,  passing  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  St. 
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Joscpli.  For  some  time  ^Nfr.  Hausding  was  City 
luigineer  and  County  Surveyor,  and  be  was  a 
man  of  i)rominence  and  ability. 

According  to  the  laws  of  liis  native  land,  Mr. 
liombeek  was  a  student  in  its  excellent  schools 
for  eight  years,  and  also  received  private  instruc¬ 
tion.  He  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
began  to  make  himself  useful  to  his  father  by  keep¬ 
ing  his  books,  and  in  other  ways  assisting  him. 
In  1847  young  Hombeek  set  sail  from  his  native 
land,  and  after  forty-two  days  on  the  briny  deep 
reached  New  York  City.  There  he  was  variously 
enij)loyed  for  seven  months,  l)ut  finally  set  his 
face  westward,  and  for  five  years  was  foreman  of 
a  shoe  factory  in  St.  Louis.  Thence  going  to 
Hannibal,  he  conducted  a  boot  and  shoe  store 
with  fair  success  for  ten  years  and  a  half.  In  1863 
he  invested  a  part  of  his  fortune  in  the  homestead 
which  he  now  operates,  and  has  made  good  im¬ 
provements  on  the  place.  Though  taking  interest  j 
in  political  matters,  and  being  a  stalwart  supporter  j 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  never  cared  for 
official  distinction.  In  1861  and  the  year  follow¬ 
ing,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Missouri  State  I^Iili- 
tia,  and  was  on  one  occasion  taken  prisoner  with 
several  others,  seven  of  the  party  being  killed. 
Subsequently,  for  a  year,  ^Ir.  I’ombeek  was  a 
member  of  the  Thirty-Xinth  Missouri  Infantry, 
this  being  tbe  last  year  of  the  war.  In  his  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  he  is  an  Odd  I'ellow,  having  been 
associated  with  that  body  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  fir.st  marriage  of  Mr.  Bombeek  took  place 
in  1851  with  Mary  Vrehman,  who  was  born  in  the 
Town  of  Xeuss,  Prussia,  Germany,  and  who  died 
I'ebruary  16,  1867.  April  7,  1870,  our  subject 
married  Sarab  A.  Bell,  who  was  born  in  Scott 
County,  Ky.,  October  27,  1831,  being  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Su.san  (Green)  Bell.  The  father 
died  in  1843,  aged  forty-three  years,  and  his  wife 
dei)arted  this  life  in  1872,  when  in  her  seventy- 
second  year.  They  were  both  natives  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  and  were  married  in  Cincinnati. 
Ohio,  in  1830.  Mrs.  Bell  was  then  living  with 
her  i)arcnts,  her  father  being  a  successful  black¬ 
smith.  Mr.  Bell's  first  wife,  Sarah  Pullian,  of 
Kentucky,  died  in  1828,  and  of  her  three  children. 
William  is  a  farmer  of  Saline  Township;  Robert 


J.  and  IMary  C.,  died  in  youth.  By  his  marriage 
with  ]\Iiss  Green,  Air.  Bell  had  the  following 
children:  Sarah  A.,  the  only  survdvor  of  the 
'  family;  John  H.,  James  T.,  Eliza  J.,  Samuel,  Peter 
'  R.  and  Robert.  In  1833  James  Bell  and  his  family 
'  emigrated  to  this  county,  settling  six  miles  west 
of  X"ew  London,  and  in  1839  they  permanently 
located  near  Cincinnati,  Ralls  County.  Airs. 
Bombeek  is  a  lady  of  much  more  than  ordinary 
learning  and  intelligence.  She  was  determined 
to  have  a  good  education,  and  by  private  study 
managed  to  so  far  advance  herself  as  to  obtain  a 
'  certificate  as  a  teacher.  For  several  terms  she 
had  charge  of  schools,  and  in  this  way  earned 
enough  money  to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine. 
Going  to  X^ew  AMrk  City,  she  attended  a  course 
of  lectures  in  1861  and  received  a  diploma. 


George  T.  white  is  the  owner  of  a 

desirable  homestead  on  Section  30,  Un¬ 
ion  Township,  Lewis  County.  During 
his  five  years’  residence  here  he  has  made  many 
improvements  of  value,  and  has  been  extensively 
interested  in  buying  and  selling  live-stock.  He 
feeds  about  four  carloads  of  cattle  each  year,  be¬ 
sides  a  number  of  hogs.  Air.  ^Yhite  is  well 
known  for  his  genial  kindliness,  his  integritv  and 
uprightness  of  character  and  the  true  Christian 
spirit  which  he  manifests  toward  his  fellows. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ed¬ 
ward  M'hite,  was  of  English  descent  and  born 
near  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  practiced  law  for 
many  years  and  was  interested  in  feiTy-boats  at 
Cincinnati.  He  owned  also  the  land  where  Can¬ 
ton  now  stands,  which  is  the  largest  town  in  this 
county.  He  was  married  in  the  Buckeye  State  to 
Isabella  Trotter,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and 
at  an  early  day  they  emigrated  to  Alissouri.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Edward  AL;  Josina, 
who  married  George  W.  Alathews,  supposed  to 
have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  Alarion 
County  north  of  XMrth  River;  Bolivar,  who  died 
near  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  had  resided  for 
some  years;  Alargaret,  who  married  James  Lath- 
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am  and  moved  to  California,  soon  after  which  the 
latter  died;  Gabriella,  who  is  the  only  survivor 
of  the  family.  She  married  James  Longmire  and 
for  years  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Thomas 
Sutter.  Mr.  Longmire  was  at  one  time  the  larg¬ 
est  cattle-dealer  in  the  county,  but  a  few  years  ago 
moved  to  Florida,  where  his  widow  is  still  living. 

Edward  M.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
July  3,  1826,  in  Marion  County,  Mo.  The  sup¬ 
port  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  fell  upon  his 
shoulders  at  an  early  age  owing  to  the  death  of 
his  father,  and  soon  after  that  event  the  famil}" 
moved  from  near  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  the 
grandfather  died,  to  Missouri;  some  time  later 
our  subject’s  father  returned  to  IMarion  County. 
In  1849  White  went  to  California  overland, 
and  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  returned  home 
by  way  of  New  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi  River. 
He  was  for  fifty-four  days  on  the  ocean  during  a 
calm,  in  consec[uence  of  which  he  and  his  fellow- 
passengers  were  nearly  starved,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  be  content  Avith  quarter  rations.  After 
he  returned  home  his  mother  told  him  that  if  he 
would  pay  off  the  mortgage  on  the  farm  he  might 
have  the  place;  Edward  concluded  to  accept  the 
offer.  He  erected  a  log  house  and  soon  after¬ 
ward  (1853)  married  Savannah  Evans,  an  orphan. 
She  was  born  in  Indiana,  was  reared  by  an  uncle, 
and  came  to  Missouri  with  the  family  of  James 
Worthington.  During  her  visit  here  she  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Air.  White,  and  after  a  cor¬ 
respondence  he  returned  to  Indiana  for  her,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  in  that  State.  Their 
wedding  tour  was  by* way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Rivers  to  Alissouri,  and  in  St.  Louis  they 
made  purchases  of  furniture,  etc.,  for  their  new 
home,  coming  the  remainder  of  the  journey  by 
boat  as  far  as  La  Grange. 

Air.  White  added  eighty  acres  to  the  original 
tract,  thus  making-  the  farm  a  quarter  section  of 
land;  his  widow  is  still  living  thereon.  He  was 
a  leading  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  won  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Notary  Public 
and  was  administrator  of  many  estates.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  was  a  Democrat.  Eor  years  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  old  Bethel  Church, 
with  which  the  latter  is  still  identified.  Their 


seven  children  are:  Commorh,  wife  of  Jerry 
Hansbrough  of  Alarion  County;  George  T.,  of 
this  sketch;  Ella,  unmarried  and  at  home;  Paul, 
who  was  born  in  Alarion  County;  Edward,  who 
lives  in  Burnham,  Howell  County,  AIo.,  and  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  fruit  farm;  Lee,  who  assists  in 
managing  his  mother’s  farm;  Ivan,  of  Alarion 
County. 

The  birth  of  George  T.  White  occurred  in  Alar¬ 
ion  County  August  13,  1855,  oi”!  old  White 
Homestead,  in  Eabius  Township.  He  received 
a  good  common-school  education  and  when  he 
was  nearly  of  age  his  father  was  obliged  to  pay 
a  security  debt  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
young  man,  in  order  to  save  the  old  home,  helped 
his  father  for  two  years,  and  thus  assisted  in  pay¬ 
ing  off  the  debt.  In  his  twenty-fourth  year  he 
took  charge  of  the  farm  at  a  fixed  salary  of  two 
hundred  dollars  and  a  share  of  the  profits;  he 
continued  to  operate  the  place  for  two  years  after 
his  father’s  death,  but  after  his  marriage  he  moved 
to  the  old  Thompson  Farm,  where  he  remained  as 
a  renter  until  1890.  That  year  he  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  and  which  was  for¬ 
merly  owned  by  Thomas  Barr.  There  are  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the  place,  in  addition 
to  which  Airs.  White  inherited  eighty  acres  from 
her  father’s  estate. 

October  10,  1882,  Air.  White  married  Sallie  E., 
daughter  of  Peter  P.  and  Artie  (Lillard)  Pulliam 
of  Lewis  County.  Airs.  Wdiite  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1856,  in  Lewis  County,  and  is  a  lady  of 
exceptional  ability.  Air.  and  Airs.  White  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  given  a  home 
and  place  in  their  hearts  to  three  adopted  chil¬ 
dren.  The  eldest,  Willie,  is  a  son  of  Thomas  A. 
and  Lucy  E.  Brinkley,  born  Alay  14,  1876,  in  this 
county.  The  child’s  father  died  when  the  former 
was  five  years  old  and  the  mother  being  in  poor 
health  and  unable  to  take  care  of  her  son,  gave 
him  to  Air.  and  Airs.  White.  Later  they  adopted 
Anna  Belle,  sister  of  Willie,  born  Alay  5,  1878, 
in  Alarion  County,  and  two  years  afterward  took 
the  remaining  child,  Amanda,  who  was  born  I'el)- 
ruary  27,  1880.  The  most  perfect  harmony,  love 
and  respect  exist  between  the  children  and  their 
foster  parents.  Airs.  M'hite  is  prominent  in 
church  missionary  work  and  is  correspondent  for 
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the  Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Wynaconda  Association,  which  was  organized  in 
1891,  and  now  includes  thirty-two  cluirches. 
Both  Mr.  White  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
in  the  Baptist  Church  and  possess  the  true  mis¬ 
sionary  si)irit,  giving  much  time  and  attention  to 
the  subject.  Politically  Mr.  White  is  a  Democrat. 


Elijah  webster  Campbell  is  one 

of  the  prominent  citizens  and  farmers  of 
Ralls  County,  his  residence  being  on  Sec¬ 
tion  14,  Saline  Township.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and  year 
by  year  has  proceeded  toward  his  goal,  a  com¬ 
fortable  fortune  and  a  good  landed  estate.  Plis 
homestead  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  as  fertile  land  as  heart  could  wish,  and 
each  season  abundant  harvests  are  garnered  in 
return  for  the  care  and  cultivation  of  the  thrifty 
owner. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Marion  County,  Ky., 
born  July  3,  1843.  He  is  one  of  eleven  children, 
whose  parents  were  William  and  Elsie  (Richards) 
Campbell,  who  were  natives  of  X’irginia  and  Ken¬ 
tucky,  respectively.  The  father  was  born  in 
March,  1818,  and  the  mother  about  ten  years 
later.  They  were  married  in  Kentucky,  where 
they  continued  to  dwell  until  1850,  thence  moving 
to  Hancock  County,  Ill.  They  had  intended  to 
proceed  to  Iowa,  but  the  father  was  overtaken  by 
sickness  and  died  in  Se])tember,  x868.  His 
widow,  with  her  children,  afterwards  went  to  Sa¬ 
line  County,  Mo.,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where 
she  died  in  1875.  Both  parents  were  members 
of  the  Missionary  Bajxtist  Church,  and  were 
highly  respected  by  all  who  had  the  jdeasure  of 
their  ac(|uaintance.  Politically.  Mr.  Campbell 
was  a  Whig  until  the  great  campaign  of  Lincoln 
and  Douglas,  when  he  voted  the  Know  Xotliing 
ticket,  and  from  that  time  onward  used  his  fran¬ 
chise  in  favor  of  the  Democracy.  Si.x  of  the 
eleven  children  of  William  and  Elsie  Campbell 
are  deceased,  namely:  Abraham,  William,  John, 


Josephine,  Letitia,  and  Uriah.  Richard  is  a 
farmer  in  Saline  County;  James,  a  painter  by 
trade,  is  a  resident  of  Marshall,  Saline  County, 
and  David  is  a  hunter  and  trapper  whose  home  is 
in  Saline  County.  Josephine  was  the  wife  of 
Alonzo  Treast,  of  California,  and  is  now  deceased. 

On  arriving  at  man’s  estate,  E.  W.  Campbell 
chose  as  his  future  companion  and  helpmate 
along  life’s  journey,  Emily,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Cain)  Griffith.  She  was  born  in  Han¬ 
cock  County,  Ill.,  November  2,  1840,  and  was 
married  at  her  old  home  in  1863.  Her  father  w  as 
born  in  Georgia  in  Januaiw’,  1800,  and  departed 
this  life  March  i,  1871,  wdiile  her  mother,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  died  but  a  few  months  later,  in 
August  of  the  same  year.  This  worthy  old  couple 
were  married  in  Kentucky,  and  in  1828  became 
pioneers  of  iMorgan  County,  Ill.,  and  three  years 
later  of  Hancock  County,  where  they  resided 
until  death.  They  w^ere  members  of  the  old 
school  Baptist  Church.  ^Ir.  Griffith  w-as  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  as  were  all  his  relations,  wdth  the  exception 
of  one  nephew’,  who  was  a  Republican.  Mrs. 
Campbell  is  one  of  twelve  children,  of  w’hom 
Daniel  and  Susannah,  twins,  are  deceased,  as  is 
also  Rachel,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  A.  Riston, 
an  Illinois  farmer;  John,  Elizabeth  and  Annie 
have  been  summoned  to  the  home  beyond;  James 
is  a  farmer  in  Oklahoma;  iMartha  married  x\mos 
James;  Thomas  owns  a  farm  in  Texas;  XIary  is 
the  wife  of  Sylvester  \"an  Horn,  a  railroad  en¬ 
gineer;  and  Harmon  is  deceased. 

Seven  children  graced  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Campbell,  but  three  of  the  number  have 
been  gathered  by  the  reaper.  Death,  namely: 
\\  illiam  A.,  Giles  L.,  and  Wassie.  Rennie  is  the 
wife  of  John  Brown,  who  owns  a  farm  and  is  a 
broom  manufacturer  of  this  county,  and  the 
three  younger  daughters,  Jennie,  Abbie  and  Nel- 
vina,  are  at  home.  They  have  all  received  good 
educational  advantages,  and  are  fitted  to  adorn 
any  society.  The  early  years  of  our  subject  were 
passed  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  with  his  parents 
he  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  left  home  to  seek  his 
own  livelihood,  and  after  remaining  for  a  few’ 
months  in  Bureau  County,  Ill.,  w'ent  to  Chicago. 
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From  there  he  proceeded  to  Canada,  thence  to 
St.  Paul,  and  becoming  homesick  returned  to 
his  parents,  and  that  winter  attended  school.  In 
the  spring  he  went  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in  herd-' 
ing  sheep  until  fall,  when  he  purchased  a  thresh¬ 
ing  machine  and  went  into  business  on  his  own 
account  in  the  nighborhood  of  his  early  home. 
In  1856  he  went  across  the  plains  to  Pike’s  Peak, 
but  on  account  of  lack  of  provisions  and  funds, 
turned  back  at  the  end  of  two  months.  For  a  sea¬ 
son  or  two  he  worked  on  a  farm  with  his  father, 
and  then  commenced  dealing  in  cattle.  In  the 
fall  of  1859,  going  to  Augusta,  Ill.,  he  embarked 
in  the  grain  business  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Ftar- 
ris,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for  about  a 
year.  From  i860  until  the  fall  of  1861  he  was  in 
charge  of  a  livery  stable,  and  in  1862  came  to 
Missouri  in  the  interest  of  Thomas  &  Cumpton 
Company,  packers  and  shippers.  He  purchased 
cattle  and  corn  for  this  firm,  and  remained  in  this 
State  until  1863,  receiving  many  favorable  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  advantages  offered  to  settlers.  How¬ 
ever,  he  rented  a  farm  in  Illinois  for  four  years, 
but  ultimately  returned  to  Missouri  and  located 
in  Ralls  County.  For  five  years  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Saline  Township,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  and 
a  half  rented  another  tract  of  three  hundred 
acres  in  the  same  township.  This  he  continued 
to  lease  and  cultivate  for  fourteen  years,  when  he 
purchased  his  present  well-equipped  homestead, 
comprising  two  hundred  acres.  Like  his  father, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 


JOHN  F.  FREDERICK.  Few  citizens  of 
Marion  County  are  more  deserving  of  spe¬ 
cial  notice  or  a  prominent  place  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  honored  and  representative  settlers 
within  her  boundaries  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  biography,  who,  though  now  de¬ 
ceased,  still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew 
him  in  this  section.  He  was  a  resident  here  for 
many  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  an 
estate  comprising  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres. 


Mr.  Frederick  w'as  born  in  Shenandoah  County, 
Va.,  in  1812.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Lilly 
(Earhart)  Frederick,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion,  where  the  former  worked  at  his  trade  of 
a  miller  until  his  death.  The  mother  also  spent 
her  entire  life  in  that  State.  In  the  fall  of  1857 
the  original  of  this  sketch  moved  to  IMarion  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the  milling  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  he  had  been  thoroughly  trained  by 
his  father.  He  also  taught  school  there  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  then  on  account  of  poor  health  changed 
his  location  to  Winnebago  County,  Ill.  There 
he  likewise  followed  the  combined  vocations  of 
farmer  and  teacher  until  the  year  (1863)  in  which 
he  moved  to  the  State  of  Iowa.  He  was 
taken  ill  shortly  after  making  that  State  his  home, 
and  the  farm  work  was  therefore  carried  on  by 
his  sons. 

In  1865  Mr.  Frederick  came  with  his  family 
to  this  State  and  county,  purchasing  at  once  the 
land  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
sons.  It  was  at  that  time  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  in  extent,  but  has  lieen  added  to  until  now 
the  estate  comprises  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres.  On  this  place  our  subject  lived  and  worked 
until  his  death,  July  4,  1878.  His  wife  survived 
him  until  August,  1885. 

John  F.  Frederick  was  twice  wedded,  his  first 
marriage  occurring  in  Ohio,  when  IMiss  INIary 
Loughfer  became  his  wife.  She  died  while  thev 
were  living  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  he  then 
married  Sarah  ITcCoy,  who  was  his  companion 
until  his  decease.  By  his  first  marriage  there 
were  born  five  children,  of  whom  Alfred  and  John 
are  deceased.  The  others  are:  Lydia,  ^lary  and 
William.  By  his  union  with  Miss  McCoy  he 
became  the  parent  of  eight  children.  Of  these 
Emily  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Tompkins,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Jacksonville,  111.;  Isaac  mar¬ 
ried  Katie  Cotton  and  their  home  is  in  Shell)}' 
County,  Mo.;  Scott  has  always  lived  on  the  home 
place;  Frank  is  an  agriculturist  of  good  standing 
in  Scott  County,  III;  Ella  married  James  Green 
and  is  a  resident  of  Jacksonville,  III;  Charles  is 
in  partnershi])  with  his  brother  Scott  in  conduct¬ 
ing  the  home  place;  Loretta  married  \'ernon 
Davis  and  is  living  in  Warren;  Katie  mamed 
Richard  Thomas,  and  their  home  is  in  Shelby 
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County,  this  State.  The  sons  and  daughters  have 
all  been  well  educated,  some  of  them  being  grad¬ 
uates  of  the  college  at  Kirksville,  Mo. 

Charles  and  Scott  I'rederick  are  enterprising 
and  business-like  young  men,  and  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  large  estate  are  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess.  Corn  and  wheat  are  the  principal  products 
raised  on  their  farm,  but  they  also  keep  constantly 
on  hand  a  large  number  of  fine  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs.  They  are  Republican  in  politics  and 
Charles  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their 
home  is  in  a  desirable  neighborhood  with  attract¬ 
ive  surroundings,  and  the  young  men  take  a 
commendable  interest  in  all  measures  set  on  foot 
for  the  advancement  of  their  community. 


EOXIDAS  L.  LEACH  is  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  young  farmers  of  iMarion  County, 
his  wcll-im{)roved  farm  being  situated  in 
Townshi])  5(4,  Range  7.  This  homestead  he  has 
(Avned  less  than  nine  years,  but  has  made  many 
improvements  in  this  time,  which  have  materially 
added  to  its  value  and  desirability.  Whatever  he 
possesses  has  been  made  through  his  own  efforts, 
for  he  started  out  in  life  without  ca])ital  and  has 
risen  through  energetic  and  unwearying  labor. 


I'rances  (Rose)  Leach,  were  natives  of  \hrginia  ■ 
and  were  married  in  the  State  of  \Trginia  June  | 
20,  183(4.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  also  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  About  1844  he  moved  west¬ 
ward,  believing  that  better  opportunities  were 
here  afforded  and  settled  in  the  Town  of  Emerson, 
this  county.  Eor  several  years  he  devoted  him-  j 
self  to  working  at  his  trade,  but  finally  purchased  ! 
a  farm  near  the  village:  this  place  he  afterward  ! 
sold  and  rented  one  near  our  subject's  home,  just  j 
over  the  line  in  Lewis  County.  There  he  resided  1 
for  three  years  and  then  settled  on  another  place  j 
in  Lewis  County,  where  he  remained  for  a  year. 


Returning  to  this  county  he  rented  a  farm  four 
miles  west  of  Benbow  and  dwelt  thereon  for  nine 
vears.  Afterward  he  became  a  resident  of  Rip¬ 
ley,  Brown  County,  Bh,  and  about  this  time  com¬ 
menced  preaching  in  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
December  7,  1875,  and  his  widow  is  now  making 
her  home  with  our  subject.  Four  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  summoned  to  the  better  land, 
namely:  William  H.,  I'dilton,  James  and  Susan. 
The  last,  who  died  Februar}-  16,  1879,  was  the 
wife  of  William  F.  Yarbrough ;  Deames,  the  eld¬ 
est  of  the  family,  married  iMattie  Whitaker  and 
lives  in  this  township;  Benjamin  married  Sedate' 
Randall  (deceased)  and  lives  in  Iowa;  Hiram,  now 
of  Lowell,  Ill.,  married  Clara  Stover;  Iven,  a 
resident  of  Lewis  County,  wedded  Elizabeth  \"an- 
arsdall. 

L.  L.  Leach  was  born  in  Emerson,  Marion 
County,  Mo.,  November  27,  1859,  and  when  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age  began  learning  the  pot¬ 
ter’s  trade  in  Ripley,  Ill.  He  was  also  employed 
in  this  calling  at  Ottawa  and  Lowell,  Ill.,  Boone- 
ville.  Mo.,  and  Louisville,  Neb.  In  1886  he  re¬ 
sumed  farming  in  this  county  and  purchased 
sixty-six  acres,  his  present  farm,  in  addition  to 
which  he  rents  property  near  b}'  as  occasion  re¬ 
quires.  He  received  good  school  advantages  in 
this  county,  has  held  several  township  offices  and 
has  always  been  an  ally  of  the  Democracy. 

January  25,  1894,  Air.  Leach  married  Annie 
Hurst,  who  was  born  in  Alarion  County,  July  7, 
1876,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Albert  G.  and  Rebecca 
\  .  (Coons)  Hurst,  whose  history^  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  Air.  and  Airs.  Leach  have 
one  child,  namely:  Otis  Elliott,  who  was  born 
August  25,  1894.  Air.  and  Airs.  Leach  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Bostwick  Chapel  of  the  Alethodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  South.  The  church  building  is  lo¬ 
cated  near  their  home  and  they  are  always  present 
to  assist  in  the  services,  as  well  as  being  ever 
willing  and  ready  to  help  in  evety  other  possible 
way. 
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COLONEL  JOHN  LEWIS  ROBARDS. 


COL.  JOHN  LEWIS  ROBARDS,  a  lead- 
ing  practitioner  of  Hannibal,  Ho.,  is  par¬ 
ticularly  successful  in  pleading  civil  cases 
and  appears  before  the  Local,  State  and  Federal 
Courts.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  fundamentrd 
principles  of  law,  statutory  enactments  and  de¬ 
cisions,  and  is  a  fine  general  advocate.  His 
strict  integrity  and  high  character  are  known  to 
all,  for  he  has  been  before  the  public  for  many 
years,  and  by  common  consent  is  considered  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  this  region. 

Col.  RoBards  was  born  at  Houstonville,  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  Ky.,  May  8,  1838,  being  a  son  of 
Capt.  Archibald  Sampson  RoBards,  a  native  of 
Mercer  County,  Ky.,  born  December  25,  1787. 
The  latter’s  father,  Capt.  George  RoBards,  testa¬ 
tor,  was  born  August  5,  1760,  in  Goochland 
County,  Va.,  and  was  christened  August  31.  He 
died  in  1833  in  Mercer  County,  Ky.  When  but 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth 
Virginia  Regiment  in  the  Colonial  struggle  for 
independence.  For  a  service  of  three  years  he 
was  promoted  to  be  sergeant,  and  during  that 
period  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine, 
Germantown,  Monmouth  and  Stony  Point,  and 
passed  the  winters  of  1776  and  1778  at  Valley 
Forge. 

Col.  RoBards  was  appointed  Lieutenant  by 
Governor  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  afterwards  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  in  August, 
1781.  He  had  four  brothers  who  fought  with 
him  for  liberty,  namely:  John,  William,  Jr., 
Lewis  and  Jesse.  In  the  last  years  of  his  army 
life  he  went  with  General  Lafayette  in  his  suc¬ 
cessful  campaign  against  Lord  Cornwallis,  which 
culminated  in  the  surrender  of  Yorktown.  He 
was  also  in  the  battle  of  Camden.  Capt.  George 
RoBards  married  (1785)  Elizabeth  Barbara 
Sampson,  born  1769,  daughter  of  Charles  Samp¬ 


son,  whose  wife  was  Mrs.  Ann  Sampson,  nee 
Porter,  of  Huguenot  ancestry,  who  died  in  1836. 
The  gallant  Captain  was  a  son  of  William 
RoBards,  Sr.,  testator,  also  a  native  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  whose  death  occurred  in  December, 
1783;  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Lewis,  Sr.,  testator,  also  of  Virginia. 
Joseph  w'as  the  second  son  of  William  Lewis, 
testator,  born  in  1661,  and  died  in  1708.  The 
latter  was  the  only  son  of  John  Lewis,  who  emi¬ 
grated  from  Wales,  settling  in  Henrico  County, 
Va.,  where  he  died  in  1687,  his  estate  being  set¬ 
tled  in  i68g.  William  RoBards,  Sr.’s,  father 
was  John  RoBards,  testator,  a  native  of  Wales 
and  a  planter  of  Goochland  County,  Va.,  who 
died  in  May,  1755.  His  wife  in  her  maiden¬ 
hood  bore  the  name  of  Sarah  Hill,  and  wa.s  a 
daughter  of  John  Hill  of  Virginia. 

Archibald  S.  RoBards,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  in  Kentucky  and  owned  a  plantation 
besides  engaging  in  commercial  pursuits.  May 
3,  1843,  he  came  to  Missouri  and  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  at  Hannibal  and  w’as  awarde^l 
the  premium  on  flour  which  was  exhibited  at  the 
first  World’s  Fair  at  New  York.  In  1846,  and 
again  in  1854,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City 
on  the  Whig  ticket.  Before  leaving  his  native 
State  he  was  commissioned  as  Captain  and 
served  in  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Regiment  under 
Governor  Desha.  In  1849,  RoBards  took 
a  company  of  fifteen  men  overland  to  California 
at  his  own  expense.  Among  these  was  a  negro, 
Greene,  a  slave  of  Captain  RoBards,  who  was 
emancipated  by  his  master  on  reaching  Sacra¬ 
mento  City,  in  1850.  and  was  the  first  slave  ever 
freed  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Our  subject  attended 
his  father  on  his  trip  and  with  him  endured  the 
privations  and  dangers  of  the  journey.  At  one 
time  the  little  party  was  surrounded  by  the  Pima 
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Indians  and  was  saved  only  by  the  heroism  and 
bravery  of  the  senior  RoBards.  In  the  fall  of  | 
1851  the  father  and  son  returned  home,  the  for¬ 
mer  having  been  quite  successful  in  his  ventures, 
and  resumed  the  milling  business.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  elders  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  and  died  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  June  21, 
1862,  where  he  was  temporarily  sojourning,  in  1 
the  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality.  He  was  very  j 
liberal  in  his  support  of  religious  work,  and  was 
eminently  charitable,  a  number  of  orphans  having  } 
been  educated  through  his  generosity.  Fie  was 
ever  alert  to  the  best  interests  of  Hannibal  and 
was  connected  with  many  of  her  industries.  His 
remains  were  brought  from  Arkansas  and  now 
repose  in  the  family  lot  on  the  crest  of  beautiful 
I\It.  Olivet  Cemetery.  In  Lincoln  County,  Ky., 
Captain  Archibald  S.  RoBards  and  Amanda 
Carpenter  were  united  in  marriage,  June  13,  1832.  | 
Her  parents,  George  and  Jane  (Logan)  Carpen-  j 
ter,  who  were  married  July  4,  1863,  were  natives  j 
of  Kentucky.  1 

George  Carpenter,  testator,  was  a  son  of  John  ' 
Carpenter,  of  Mrginia,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  who  located  at  Carpenter  Station, 
Ky.,  in  1782.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Hugh  and  Sarah  (W'oods)  Logan,  of  Lincoln 
County,  Ky.,  who  were  united  in  marriage  March 
10,  1780.  The  General  was  an  officer  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  and  was  a  State  Senator  from  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  from  1800  to  1806.  Fie  was  a 
brother  of  Gen.  Benjamin,  Col.  John  and  Col. 
Nathaniel  Logan,  whose  parents  were  David  and 
Jane  Logan,  of  Augusta  County,  ^"a.,  and  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  David  Logan  participated 
in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  and  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Augusta  County  as  early  as  1740.  Gen. 
Hugh  Logan  was  with  Gen.  George  Rogers 
Clarke  in  his  Western  Anny  in  1779.  Mrs. 
Amanda  RoBards  was  also  a  faithful  member  of  , 
the  Christian  Church.  She  departed  this  life  I 
July  14,  1865,  at  Hannibal  and  was  placed  to  rest 
by  the  side  of  her  husband.  Not  far  distant  lie 
the  remains  of  three  of  her  sons,  George,  who 
serred  throughout  the  war  in  the  Confederate 
Army  with  the  rank  of  Major,  and  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1878;  Henry  Clay,  who  was  also  on  the 


Southern  side  and  held  the  rank  of  Captain,  and 
who  died  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  Februan*^  18,  1885, 
and  Archibald  S.,  Jr.,  who  died  April  25,  1879. 
The  two  daughters  were  Jennie,  now  the  widow 
of  President  J.  K.  Rogers,  of  Columbia,  Mo , 
and  Sallie,  who  married  Capt.  Barton  S.  Bowe;i, 
and  as  his  widow  married  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Haley 
(since  deceased)  and  is  a  resident  of  Webster 
Grove,  Mo. 

Col.  J.  L.  RoBards’  boyhood  passed  unevent¬ 
fully  up  to  the  time  that  he  started  with  his  father 
on  the  trip  across  the  plains.  On  his  return  lie 
resumed  his  studies  for  a  time,  and  in  1857  en¬ 
tered  the  State  University  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  re¬ 
maining  two  years.  Then  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  Judge  Gilchrist  Porter  at  Hannibal,  and  in 
i860  was  graduated  from  the  Louisville  Uni¬ 
versity  in  the  law  department.  Opening  an  office 
in  Hannibal,  he  has  since  continued  uninterrupt¬ 
edly  in  practice,  with  the  exception  of  about  one 
year,  when  he  declined  to  take  the  Drake  ironclad 
oath  on  the  grounds  of  its  unconstitutionality, 
hence  that  year’s  omission. 

April  4,  1861,  Col.  RoBards  married  Miss 
Sallie,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  the  late 
Judge  John  B.  and  Mary  A.  (Crump)  Helm.  The 
former's  parents,  John  and  Sallie  (Brown)  Helm, 
were  married  March  22,  1787,  in  Haycraft’s  Fort, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky.  The  father  died  April  3,  1840, 
while  his  wife  departed  this  life  Januar)^  19,  1853. 
She  was  then  in  her  eighty-first  year,  and  had 
been  a  member  of  the  IMethodist  Church  for  sixty - 
five  years.  John  Helm,  who  had  fought  in  the 
M^ar  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  Indian  wars  of 
1791,  and  who  took  part  in  the  St.  Clair  Indian 
campaign,  was  born  November  29,  1761,  ani 
moved  to  Kentucky  in  1779.  He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Thomas  Helm,  of  Prince  William  County, 
Va.,  and  IMiss  Jane  Pope.  Thomas  was  a  Cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Continental  Army  and  was  a  pioneer 
in  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  whither  he  removed  with 
his  family  in  1780. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Col.  RoBards 
and  his  wife:  iMary  L.,  is  the  wife  of  Elisha 
A.  Richardson,  a  wholesale  clothier  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  one  child  has  been  born  to  them,  Sarah 
Ellen;  Archie  C.,  was  elected  Alderman  in  1893, 
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from  the  Second  Ward,  but  resigned  to  accept 
the  position  of  United  States  Deputy  Revenue 
Collector,  which  he  now  holds.  He  graduated 
from  the  Hannibal  High  School  and  later  entered 
the  Vanderbilt  University,  of  Nashville,  Tcnn., 
and  subseciuently  took  the  course  at  Eastman’s 
Business  College,  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  re¬ 
turning  home  he  was  book-keeper  for  the  First 
National  Bank  some  two  years.  He  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution;  Mabel  Helm,  an  accom¬ 
plished  young  lady,  resides  at  home.  The  Colonel 
and  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the  Park 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  an¬ 
cestors  of  Col.  RoBards  in  Virginia  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  were  of  the  prominent,  substantial  class. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Helm  family.  They 
were  all  people  of  good  standing  in  society  and 
well  thought  of. 

For  several  years  our  subject  has  been  Treas¬ 
urer  of  Hannibal  Lodge,  No.  i88,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  of  Chapter  No.  7,  R.  A.  M.  He  also  belongs 
to  Excalibar  Commandery,  No.  5,  K.  T.,  of  which 
he  is  Past  Eminent  Commander.  When  the  Na¬ 
tional  Congress  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  was  held 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  April  30,  1894,  he  was  sent 
as  a  delegate,  also  to  the  Congress  in  Boston,  in 
April,  1895.  He  is  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of 
the  Missouri  society  of  this  order.  In  1868  he 
went  as  a  delegate  to  the  Mississippi  River  Con¬ 
vention  which  convened  at  Louisville,  and  in 
February,  1884,  was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.  ] 
For  five  consecutive  years  he  was  President  of 
the  Hannibal  Bible  Auxiliary  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  and  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Home  of  the  Friendless.  Col.  RoBards  is  a  man  j 
of  literary  taste  and  has  a  fine  private  library 
which  he  enjoys.  When  the  Free  Public  Library 
of  this  city  was  organized,  he  became  a  charter 
member  and  was  made  Vice-President.  For  a 
quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  for  the  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery  Asso¬ 
ciation.  This  Association  is  an  incorporated  be¬ 
nevolence  under  the  statutes  of  the  State,  and  all 
receipts  are  used  for  the  improvement  of  the 
grounds.  The  articles  of  the  Association  were  I 


prepared  by  Col.  RoBards.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Missouri  Bar  Association,  and  was  honored 
with  the  position  of  Wce-Prcsident  of  the  same. 

A  man  of  attractive  personality.  Col.  RoBards 
has  long  held  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellows  and  is  justly  entitled  to  a  place  among 
the  chronicles  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
community. 


Hon.  THOMAS  MARION  CARROLL, 
one  of  the  best-knowm  and  most  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  Pike  County,  and  a 
branch  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  esteemed 
families,  was  born  in  that  county,  December  17, 
1823.  He  WAS  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  of  a 
household  of  eleven  children  born  to  Joseph  and 
Isabella  (Henry)  Carroll,  of  whom  six  still  sur¬ 
vive. 

Joseph  Carroll,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  York  District,  S.  C.,  September  25,  1781. 
He  there  grew  to  mature  years  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  occupation  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  a  livelihood  until  advanced  in  years, 
abandoning'  it  in  1840,  from  which  time  until  1854 
he  lived  a  retired  life  on  his  valuable  farm.  In 
the  year  1817  Joseph  Carroll  decided  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  Missouri,  and  on  his  arrival  here  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  tract  of  land  some  four  miles  south  of 
the  present  site  of  Louisiana;  there  he  made  his 
home  until  1854,  when  he  removed  into  the  city, 
where  his  demise  took  place  about  six  years  later 
— August  18,  i860.  His  father  also  bore  the 
name  of  Joseph.  He  was  born  in  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  January  15,  1746,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  W’ar  under  Gen.  Sumpter  from 
1779  until  the  close  of  that  conflict;  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  February  17,  1803. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Carroll,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  born  hi 
County  Tyrone,  September  15,  1699.  He  was  the 
elder  son  of  his  father,  John  Carroll,  who  was 
made  the  recipient  of  a  land  grant  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina  of  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 


14G 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


This  was  in  1749,  and  was  given  him  by  the  Brit-  ] 
ish  Crown  on  account  of  the  services  rendered  by 
his  father  in  the  espousal  of  the  cause  of  the  Pro¬ 
testant  Dissenters.  He  was  a  personal  friend  of 
the  Duke  of  Schoeinburg,  serving  under  his  ban¬ 
ner,  and  was  i)resent  when  the  Duke  fell  on  the 
battlefield  of  the  Boyne,  July  i,  1690.  The  great- 
great-grandfather,  John  Carroll,  the  historic  char¬ 
acter,  was  born  in  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  in 
the  year  1664.  Early  in  life  he  embraced  the  prin- 
cii)lcs  of  the  Dissenters  or  Covenanters,  set  on 
foot  by  Martin  Luther,  Melancthon  and  Wyckliit. 
Later,  settling  in  Ireland,  he  joined  the  forces  of 
William,  Prince  of  Orange,  under  the  Duke  of 
Schoemburg,  and  took  part  in  the  great  battle  be¬ 
tween  the  forces  of  King  James  and  those  of  Will¬ 
iam  on  July  I,  1690,  which  decided  the  character 
of  Europe,  civilly  and  ecclesiastically,  in  favor  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  Soon  after  this  mem-  1 
orable  battle  he  married  an  Irish  lady  in  Ulster  i 
County,  whose  name  is  not  known;  they  aided  in  J 
the  organization  of  the  Ulster  Presbyteriati  | 
Church,  and  from  this  Scotch-Irish  union  the  fam-  j 
ily  descended.  I 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Isa-  : 
bella  Henry,  was  the  daughter  of  Maj.  William 
Henry,  and  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  X.  C.,  | 
July  5,  1788.  She  grew  to  a  noble  womanhood  ' 
under  the  careful  training  of  loving  parents,  and  | 
h'ebruary  15,  1810,  was  married  to  Joseph  Car-  i 
roll ;  her  death  occurred  at  the  old  homestead  m  | 
Pike  County,  November  17,  1840.  Maj.  William  | 
Henry  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1753-  He, 
together  with  three  brothers,  served  in  the  Revo-  j 
lutionary  War  under  Gen.  Morgan,  and  during  | 
that  time  participated  in  the  memorable  battle  of  | 
the  Cow  Pens  January  17,  1781.  Maj.  Henry’s  . 
death  occurred  September  12,  1807.  ; 

Grandmother  Henry,  formerly  iMiss  Rosanna 
Moore,  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
January  24,  1813.  Her  father  and  brothers  were 
murdered  by  the  Indians  in  the  massacre  at  Mc¬ 
Cord's  I'ort  in  1764.  One  of  her  brothers,  Gen. 
John  Moore,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army.  Great-grandfather  William  Henry  lived 
to  a  remarkable  age:  he  was  born  in  County 
Down,  Ireland,  in  1715,  and  died  October  22,  ! 


1819,  having  passed  his  one  hundred  and  fourth 
birthday. 

On  August  30,  1883,  the  children,  grandchil¬ 
dren,  great-grandchildren  and  great-great-grand¬ 
children  of  Isabella  Henry  Carroll  met  with 
Mother  Carroll’s  only  sister,  Mrs.  Jane  Byers,  of 
Louisiana,  ^lo.,  there  being  present  that  day  five 
generations. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  at  that  time 
a  limited  education  in  the  old  pioneer  log  school- 
house.  Until  fourteen  years  of  age  he  assisted 
in  the  duties  of  the  farm,  when  he  turned  his  at¬ 
tention  to  mastering  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  serv¬ 
ing  his  apprenticeship  under  the  instruction  of 
his  father.  He  worked  for  him  until  attaining  his 
majority,  when  on  August  22,  1844,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  IMiss  IMartha  W.  Bryson,  after 
which  event  the  young  couple  began  life  for 
themselves  under  a  cloudless  sky.  ]Mr.  Carroll 
then  opened  a  shop  of  his  own  and  continued  to 
ply  his  trade  until  i860,  when  his  name  was  placed 
in  nomination  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  the 
office  of  County  Assessor.  His  election  follow¬ 
ing,  he  abandoned  his  trade  and  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  entirely  to  transacting  the  duties  of 
the  position,  serving  four  years  with  honor  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

In  November,  1868,  ^Ir.  Carroll  was  chosen 
by  the  Democratic  party  to  represent  the  Eleventh 
Senatorial  District  in  the  State  Senate,  where  he 
served  for  four  years.  The  measure  which  occu¬ 
pied  the  most  of  his  time  while  a  member  of  that 
body  was  to  have  the  Legislature  pass  a  bill  al¬ 
lowing  the  voters  the  right  of  saying  whether  the 
restriction  against  men  voting  because  of  their 
attitude  toward  the  Government  during  the  war 
should  or  should  not  be  removed.  Through  the 
efforts  of  himself,  together  with  Judge  Caldwell 
and  the  Hon.  R.  A.  Campbell,  members  of  the 
House,  the  bill  was  passed  and  became  a  law,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  fact  that  there  were  but  eight 
Democratic  members,  against  twenty-six  Repub¬ 
licans,  to  work  for  the  passage  of  the  measure. 

In  1871,  at  the  organization  of  the  second  ses¬ 
sion,  he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  At  that  time  the 
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management  had  become  so  corrupt  that  revolu¬ 
tionary  action  had  become  a  necessity.  While 
tliis  committee  did  not  succeed  in  their  intentions 
during  their  term  of  office,  they  brought  the  mat¬ 
ter  so  conspicuously  before  the  Senate,  the  House 
and  the  people  that  the  officers  and  management 
were  compelled  to  resign.  In  1862  the  Govern¬ 
ment  granted  to  the  State  of  Missouri  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  its  being  used  to  found  an  agricultural 
college  and  school  of  mining.  In  1870  the  meas¬ 
ure  came  before  the  Legislature  and  received  the 
support  of  Mr.  Carroll.  The  bill  was  passed,  and 
the  college  erected  at  Columbia  and  the  school  of 
mines  at  Rolla.  Another  measure  for  which  our 
subject  worked  hard  was  to  have  the  Legislature 
pass  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  penitentiary  in  sucli  j 
a  way  as  to  permit  the  classification  and  separa¬ 
tion  of  confirmed  criminals  from  the  younger  con¬ 
victs,  whose  conviction  many  times  was  the  result 
of  youthful  error  rather  than  of  criminal  intention. 

After  the  close  of  his  official  career  Hon. 
Thomas  M.  Carroll  returned  to  his  farm,  where 
he  has  resided  for  forty-three  years.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  1845 
and  was  elected  and  ordained  to  the  Eldership  in 
1864,  since  which  time  he  has  served  efficiently 
and  faithfully.  He  is  an  unusually  observant  man, 
and  living  in  an  eventful  age  his  mind  is  a  store¬ 
house  of  knowledge,  from  which  comes  forth  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  interesting  historic  events. 
He  has  passed  through  the  exciting  times  of  the 
Civil  War,  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  and  has 
witnessed  the  advent  into  Missouri  of  the  tele¬ 
graph,  railroads,  telephone  and  electric  lights. 
In  his  travels  he  recalls  having  been  in  Montana, 
where  he  could  jump  the  distance  from  the  head¬ 
waters  of  the  Missouri  River  to  the  source  of  the 
Columbia  River,  the  one  emptying  its  waters  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  other  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean  thousands  of  miles  away.  On  this  trip, 
while  at  Butte  City,  himself  and  wife  and  son-in- 
law,  Col.  P.  R.  Dolman  and  his  family,  visited  the 
bottom  of  the  Alice  mine,  one  thousand  and  thirty 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  with  can¬ 
dles  in  their  hands  traversed  a  tunnel  some  half- 
mile  in  length,  from  which  they  returned  to  terra 


firma  with  rich  specimens  of  the  product  of  the 
mine — silver  ore. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  a  great  admirer  of  Col.  Benton, 
and,  to  use  his  own  words,  “he  was  one  of  our 
greatest  statesmen.”  He  was  present  when  that 
gentleman  made  his  famous  speech  in  October, 
1849,  Bowling  Green,  in  which  he  advocated 
the  opening  up  of  the  western  country  and  the 
building  of  a  railroad  through  to  the  Pacific 
Coast,  predicting  great  things  for  the  West.  He 
was  ridiculed,  however,  by  those  who  were  less 
gifted  in  speech.  The  Colonel  then  stated  that 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  was  sufficient 
to  lay  out  seventeen  States  the  size  of  New  York, 
and  our  subject  has  lived  to  see  the  statement 
verified.  In  his  admiration  for  the  Government 
under  tvhich  he  lives  he  expresses  himself  in  tlie 
following  words:  “I  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
perpetuity  of  our  Government,  and  look  upon  it 
as  the  blue  and  starry  vault  above  us,  which  will 
neither  fall  nor  decay,  but  live  commensurate 
with  time,  and  will  only  perish  with  dissolving 
nature  itself.” 

IMrs.  Martha  (Bryson)  Carroll  was  born  in  this 
county,  on  the  homestead  of  her  parents,  on  the 
Frankford  Road,  April  26,  1828,  and  here  grew 
to  a  noble  womanhood.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Yeater)  Bryson,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C., 
December  13,  1801.  Here  he  passed  his  boyhood 
days,  and  his  parents  emigrating  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  in  1816,  he  accompanied  them  hither, 
locating  on  land  which  is  now  occupied  by  the 
City  of  Louisiana.  In  1818  Father  Bryson  sold 
his  lately-acquired  land,  and  a  year  later,  at  a 
public  land  sale  in  St.  Louis,  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  his  famih'  made  their  home  for  many 
years,  paying  for  the  same  nine  dollars  and  sev¬ 
enty-six  cents  per  acre.  The  sad  event  of  his  death 
occurred  in  September,  1821  ;  the  support  and 
care  of  the  family  then  devolved  upon  William. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  ability,  and,  though  the 
responsibility  was  a  heavy  one,  acquitted  himself 
nobly,  giving  his  brothers  and  sisters  good  edu¬ 
cations.  He  was  a  thoroughly  practical  man,  and 
he  soon  became  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
and  stockraisers  of  the  county. 
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After  Ills  niarriai^c,  May  lo,  1827,  W  ilHam  set¬ 
tled  down  to  farm  life  on  the  place  where  he  re¬ 
sided  for  many  years.  In  July,  1844,  he  joined 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  four  years  later  was 
elected  a  Ruling  Elder  of  the  same,  filling  the 
office  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  5,  1864. 
He  was  a  man  of  noble,  upright  character,  ab¬ 
horring  that  which  was  evil;  he  possessed  an  iron 
will  and  was  brave  and  fearless  in  all  things  which 
he  considered  right.  He  lived  to  rear  to  manhood 
and  womanhood  nine  children,  all  of  whom  were 
given  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  and 
were  blessed  with  the  training  of  loving  and  in¬ 
telligent  ])arents.  Eight  of  this  family  now  sur¬ 
vive,  namely:  Martha  \\'.,  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject;  John  Rryson;  Mary  Jane,  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  H.  Xally;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Col.  J.  W.  Dough¬ 
erty)  ;  Sally,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Dougherty ;  Will¬ 
iam  X.;  Anna  (Mrs.  R.  E.  Ayres);  Orlena  (Mrs. 
Hiram  L'nsell);  Duffie  (Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Xally). 
With  the  e.xception  of  the  last  named  they  all 
make  their  homes  in  Pike  County. 

John  Rryson,  the  father  of  William,  was  born 
in  York  District,  S.  C.,  March  15,  1777,  and  in 
1800  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Craig  occurred. 
In  1816  they  left  their  native  State,  and,  coming 
to  Missouri,  settled  in  Pike  County.  He  was  a 
wagon-maker  and  wheelwright  by  trade,  follow¬ 
ing  this  business  until  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Rethel  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  South  Carolina,  and  on  com¬ 
ing  to  Missouri  identified  themselves  with  the  first 
church  organized  in  Pike  County,  known  as  the 
Old  Ruffalo  Church,  south  of  Louisiana.  John 
Rryson’s  father  was  of  Scotch- Irish  descent  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  great  tidal  wave  of 
emigration  in  1729.  settling  in  Pennsylvania;  in 
1749  he  took  up  his  abode  in  South  Carolina.  The 
Rev.  John  H.  Rryson,  D.D..  of  Huntsville.  Ala., 
is  a  descendant  of  this  Pennsylvania  branch  of  the 
family. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Carroll  have  been 
born  six  children,  three  of  whom  now  survive. 
John  Moore,  the  eldest,  was  born  I'ebruarv  12. 
1846.  He  was  educated  at  Watson’s  Seminary. 
.■\shley.  Pike  County,  and  until  attaining  his 
twenty-fourth  year  followed  teaching  during  the 


winter  months  and  farming  in  the  summer  sea¬ 
son.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Docket  Clerk  of  the 
Missouri  State  Senate,  filling  the  position  accept¬ 
ably  for  two  years;  following  the  expiration  of 
this  office  he  was  First  Yardmaster  of  the  State 
Prison.  In  1874  he  went  to  Texas,  where  he 
spent  several  years,  engaged  in  stock-raising  in 
Denton  County,  during  which  period  he  was  also 
Sheriff.  Leaving  the  Lone  Star  State,  he  made 
his  way  to  ^Montana,  where  he  filled  the  position 
of  Manager  of  the  German  Gulch  Wood  Com¬ 
pany,  which  he  was  holding  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  January  23,  1892.  His  remains  were 
brought  to  Missouri  and  interred  in  the  family 
burying  grounds  at  Ebenezer  Church. 

Orlena  Carroll  was  born  X'ovember  15,  1847, 
and  departed  this  life  January  4,  1848.  Helen  C. 
was  born  iMarch  30,  1849.  educated  at 

Watson's  Seminary,  Ashley,  Mo.,  and  at  Parle 
College,  Louisiana,  ]\Io.  December  3,  1873,  she 
was  married  to  Col.  P.  R.  Dolman,  of  Brunswick, 
Mo.  In  1881  they  removed  to  Butte  City,  Mont. 
She  was  a  woman  of  brilliant  attainments,  and 
after  locating  in  Montana  interested  herself  in 
educational  matters,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
active  spirits  in  founding  the  public  librar}-  there 
in  1885,  which  has  grown  to  be  an  institution  of 
great  magnitude.  She  was  President  of  the 
\\'oman’s  Aid  Society  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  through  her  untiring  efforts  in  assisting  suf¬ 
fering  humanity,  became  well  known  throughout 
the  State.  At  the  time  of  her  decease,  iMarch  27, 
1895,  highest  officials  of  the  State,  together 
with  the  poorest  of  the  community,  flocked  to  pay 
the  last  tribute  to  her  memory;  her  remains  were 
brought  home  and  deposited  by  the  side  of  her 
brother.  She  left  a  husband  and  three  children 
to  mourn  her  loss.  They  are:  Carroll  G.,  now  at¬ 
tending  college  at  Exeter,  X.  H.,  from  which  he 
will  be  graduated  in  the  summer  of  1895  and  will 
then  enter  Harvard  the  coming  fall;  iMartha,  at¬ 
tending  the  Butte  City  High  School;  Thomas 
Bryson,  a  bright  lad  of  some  nine  years,  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  public  schools  of  the  above  citv. 

Homer  Bryson  Carroll,  the  fourth  child,  was 
born  May  16.  1851.  His  education  was  acquired 
at  Pardee  College,  Louisiana,  Mo.  For  years  he 
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was  located  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  engaged  in  the  stock 
business.  Recently,  however,  he  removed  to  New 
York  State,  where  he  is  interested  in  the  same 
business.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children; 
Madge,  a  charming  and  highly  accomplished 
young  lady,  now  attending  the  Ward  Seminary, 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  Walker,  a  promising  lad  of  ten 
years,  a  student  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Louis. 

William  Craig  Carroll  was  born  January  8, 
1854.  He  completed  his  education  at  the  West¬ 
minster  Seminary,  Fulton,  Mo.,  in  the  spring  of 
1879.  He  then  went  to  Bodie,  Cal.,  and  became 
interested  in  the  teaming  and  livery  business,  re¬ 
maining  until  1882.  That  year  we  find  him  lo¬ 
cated  at  Butte  City,  Mont.,  where  he  went  into 
business  with  his  brother,  Joseph  T.  They  con¬ 
ducted  a  thriving  business  under  the  title  of  the 
Montana  Produce  &  Lumber  Co.,  in  which  they 
were  successful  from  the  start.  December,  1894, 
he  returned  home  on  a  visit,  and  on  account  of 
the  illness  of  his  mother  has  remained. 

Joseph  T.,  the  youngest  member  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  was  born  September  18,  1858.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  literary  education  at  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege,  Fulton,  Mo.,  after  which  he  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  attaining  his  twenty-second 
year.  He  then  went  to  Bodie,  Cal.,  but  twelve 
months  later  located  in  Butte  City,  Mont.,  and  is 
now  manager  of  the  J.  T.  Carroll  Company’s 
large  business  interests  there  and  at  Anaconda. 

In  his  political  affiliation  the  Hon.  Thomas  M. 
Carroll  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  Republican 
principles  and  candidates,  though  previous  to 
1876  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  has  always  been  a 
warm  and  loyal  friend  to  the  old  soldier,  and  is  a 
staunch  advocate  of  protection. 


David  P.  RAGAR,  now  deceased,  was 
an  industrious  and  thrifty  agriculturist  of 
Marion  County,  was  one  of  her  native 
sons,  and  was  at  all  times  identified  with  her  up¬ 
building  and  growth.  He  departed  this  life  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1891,  on  the  farm  which  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  in  1880.  He  was  born  May  26,  1842,  and 


was  the  son  of  John  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Simmons) 
Ragar,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1802  and  the  latter  in  Nortli  Carolina 
July  II  of  the  same  year. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ragar  moved  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  when  she  was  small  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  Simpson  County;  there  she  was  reared  to 
womanhood  and  met  and  married  John  F.  Ragar. 
They  continued  to  make  their  home  in  the  Blue 
Grass  region  for  several  years,  when  the  father 
came  on  horseback  to  look  for  a  location  in  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  country 
and  after  entering  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-five  acres  retumed  for  his  family,  which  he 
established  comfortably  in  the  new  cpiarters  and 
then  began  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  the  land 
and  preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation;  the  tract 
was  largely  devoted  to  raising  hemp  and  tobacco, 
for  which  the  pioneers  received  moderate  prices. 
Indians  were  numerous  in  those  days  and  often 
called  at  the  house  asking  for  food  and  shelter 
from  the  cold.  John  F.  Ragar  made  this  place 
his  home  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  May 
14,  1879;  his  wife  preceded  him  to  the  better 
land,  dying  July  27,  1876.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  William,  Susan,  John, 
Mary  Ann,  George,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  David, 
Louis,  Joseph  and  Jacobina. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  March 
6,  1864,  to  Miss  Matilda  Duncan,  who  survived 
her  marriage  two  years  and  died  December  31, 
1866,  leaving  a  son,  John  B.,  born  December  16 
of  that  year.  March  18,  1869,  Mr.  Ragar  chose 
for  his  second  companion  Miss  Nellie,  daughter 
of  Austin  J.  and  Mary  (Moffitt)  Smith,  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Mrs.  Ragar  was  born  August  20,  1842, 
in  Shelby  County,  to  which  part  of  this  State  her 
parents  moved  from  Kentucky  in  1823  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  near  Shelbyville;  they  were 
classed  ^mong  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  region. 
Two  daughters  were  born  to  them:  Margaret  and 
Mrs.  Ragar.  Mr.  Smith  died  Ivlarch  23,  1880, 
while  his  good  wife  departed  tliis  life  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1851.  He  was  four  times  married,  his  third 
wife  having  been  Mary  Ann  Glascock,  who  sur¬ 
vived  her  marriage  seven  years.  To  them  were 
born  three  children :  George  A.,  Thomas  and  Lot¬ 
tie.  After  his  third  wife’s  decease  he  was  united 
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to  Mary  Thompson,  who  sun-ived  her  husband 
seven  years,  passing  away  in  tliis  county. 

Our  sul)ject  passed  the  first  five  years  of  his 
married  life  on  tlie  old  homestead,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  what  was  known  as  the  ^letlock  Farm,  in¬ 
cluding  one  hundred  and  four  acres  in  this 
township.  He  operated  it  successfully  for  the 
same  length  of  time  and  in  February,  1880,  took 
possession  of  his  present  estate,  where  his  death 
occurred  January  15,  1891. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ragar  was  horn  a  daughter, 
Jodie,  who  was  married  in  December,  1889.  to 
Kiser  Allen ;  they  now  occupy  a  farm  near  that 
of  ^Irs.  Ragar. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  i\Irs.  Xellie 
Ragar  has  carried  on  the  farm  work  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  her  stei)-son.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
llaptist  Church,  with  which  denomination  her 
husband  was  also  identified.  He  was  a  man  of 
j)rominence  in  his  community,  and  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  his  neighbors  for  his  uni¬ 
form  ui^rightness  and  integrity. 


GILRFRP  L.  DUXX  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising  on  Section  23, 
Township  59,  Range  7,  Marion  County. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and,  though  he  has 
never  been  desirous  of  holding  public  office,  was 
a])pointed  in  1888  to  sen’c  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  this  townshi]),  meeting  the  responsibilities  of 
the  position  in  a  manner  creditable  alike  to  him¬ 
self  and  to  his  constituents.  He  is  well  known 
in  this  locality,  for  he  has  si)cnt  his  entire  life  here  i 
and  has  always  been  noted  for  his  uprightness 
of  character. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Williamson  T.  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Headley)  Dunn,  were  natives  of  Fayette 
(  (unity,  Ky.,  where  they  resided  until  1829,  when 
they  emigrated  in  wagons  to  Missouri  and  set¬ 
tled  near  I’hiladelphia,  Marion  County.  There 
the  father  rented  a  farm,  which  he  managed  for 
about  two  years,  after  which  he  entered  three  I 


hundred  and  twenty  acres,  on  which  his  son,  Gil¬ 
bert  L.,  is  now  living,  and  there  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life,  being  called  to  the  home  be¬ 
yond  in  1877;  from  that  time  his  widow  lived  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  until  summoned  by  the 
death  angel  in  1888.  Both  were  faithful  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Emerson,  in 
which  ]\Ir.  Dunn  held  the  office  of  Elder.  They 
had  three  children:  The  eldest,  Alexander  C.  (de¬ 
ceased),  married  Bettie  Wdiite,  who  is  now  living 
'  in  Lincoln,  X^eb. ;  N^athaniel,  the  second  son,  died 
in  1865. 

G.  L.  Dunn  was  born  X^ovember  16,  1844,  on 
the  above  farm  and  there  passed  his  boAood. 

I  Fie  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  majority 
was  reached,  when  he  chose  as  his  helpmeet  along 
life's  journey,  iMollie  Lawrence,  bom  in  this  coun¬ 
ty.  Her  parents,  LeRoy  M.  and  Jane  Lawrence, 
were  ^’irginians  and  early  settlers  of  this  vicinity, 
where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives.  ]\Irs. 
Dunn  died  July  16,  1872,  and  left  a  host  of  friends 
who  still  hold  her  memory  dear.  In  1875  our 
subject  wedded  the  lady  who  now  bears  his  name, 
and  who  was  then  Emma  Scott;  she  was  born  in 
^Marion  County,  being  a  daughter  of  James  and 
iMartha  (Johnson)  Scott,  both  natives  of  Henry 
County,  Ky.  They  became  residents  of  this  coun¬ 
ty  in  1845  living  on  a  farm  in  this 

township.  [Nfr.  Dunn  had  no  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  but  by  his  present  wife  has  had  four 
sons  and  a  daughter,  namely:  Homer,  Roscoe, 
Maggie,  Hubert  and  Floward.  Airs.  Dunn  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Emerson,  and  is 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sterling  cjualities, 
which  have  endeared  her  to  all  her  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances. 

In  1866  our  subject  purchased  part  of  the  old 
homestead  (some  eighty  acres)  and  lived  thereon 
for  about  eight  years;  then  he  came  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  home  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
has  cleared  the  land  and  made  substantial  im¬ 
provements.  He  is  recognized  as  a  practical 
fanner  and,  though  conserv^ative  in  his  methods, 
is  not  averse  to  accepting  modern  ideas,  provided 
they  are  well  authenticated.  Since  he  arrived  at 
man's  estate  he  has  cast  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
Democratic  nominees. 


JAMES  S.  HENDERSON. 


¥ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHIC  AD  RECORD.  153 


f 

JAMES  SAMUEL  HENDERSON., 


)  I  AMES  SAMUEL  HENDERSON  is  t'.ic 

I  representative  of  an  old  family  in  Pike 
^  County,  and  is  himself  one  of  its  old  rcsi- 
Icnts.  Pie  is  numbered  among  its  prosperous 
armers  and  stockraisers,  having  a  valuable  estate 
ying  in  Section  to,  Township  54,  Range  2.  PTe 
K'ls  born  in  this  county  September  13,  1835,  and 
vas  the  eldest  of  the  family  of  twelve  children 
)orn  to  Rufus  and  Sarah  T.  (White)  Henderson, 
)t  \\"hom  seven  are  now  living. 

Rufus  Henderson  was  born  in  Caswell  County, 
Sh  C.,  April  8,  1812.  There  he  g'rew  to  manhood 
Md  was  married.  He  followed  farming  in  his 
lative  State  until  1834,  when  he  determined  to 
ry  his  fortunes  in  the  then  Western  States;  on 
irriving  there  he  located  in  Pike  County,  Mo., 
ive  miles  southea.st  of  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
nacle  his  home  for  nineteen  years.  In  1853  he 
noved  to  the  locality  on  which  his  son,  our  sub- 
);ct,  now  lives,  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
)f  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character, 
ind  during  the  many  years  of  his  residence  in 
’ike  County,  through  his  kindly  nature  aiul 
;'cnial  disposition,  endeared  himself  to  all  who 
:ncw  him. 

’  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  such  an 
(lucation  in  the  pioneer  schools  as  the  day  and 
.)cality  afforded,  and  on  reaching  his  majority 
.as  given  a  farm  of  seventy  acres  by  his  father, 
'his  gave  him  a  fine  start  in  life,  and  he  being 
ulnstrious  an.d  ambitioivs,  added  to  it  as  the 
Lars  passedl  l)y  and  cultivated  it  in  such  an 
ilniiral)h  manner  as  to  make  him  the  owner 
f  one  of  the  best-tilled  tracts  in  the  town- 
lip. 

Octobur  _  1857,  i\Ir.  Henderson  married  kliss 

■  aucy  A.  Arihur,  who  proved  to  be  of  great  as- 
litancc  to  him  in  attaining  his  present  high 


standing  in  the  community.  Mrs.  PIcnderson  was 
the  daughter  of  Alasten  PI.  and  Bersheba  (Butts) 
Arthur,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  sketch 
of  her  brother,  John  James  Arthur,  on  another 
page  in  this  work.  To  them  five  children  have 
j  been  born,  namely:  Sarah  B.  (Airs.  Thomas  11. 
I  Travis);  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  residing  in  I ’ike 
I  County:  Masten  Carroll,  who  also  makes  his 
I  home  in  Pike  County;  Laura  N.,  wife  of  Thomas 
i  A.  luce;  Samuel  Rufus,  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
!  five  years,  still  at  home. 

,  Afr.  Henderson  has  never  sought  office,  pre- 
i  ferring  the  cpiiet  and  happiness  of  his  peaceful 
!  fireside  to  the  turmoil  of  public  life.  Pie  has 
1  always  been  an  unswerving  adherent  of  the  Dem- 
j  ocratic  party,  and  at  all  times  and  at  all  places  he 
has  shown  himself  to  be  a  loyal  citizen,  and  is 
well  regarded  by  all  who  know  him.  In  religious 
affairs  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church,  with  whicli  he  has 
been  connected  for  many  years. 


cJ 


/ 

OPIN  WILLIAAI  AIOURXE  is  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Hannibal,  whore  he  has 
resided  for  the  past  twenty-one  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  been  greatly  interested  and  in¬ 
fluential  in  evciwtbing  pertaining  to  the  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  the  place.  He  is  now  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Plannibal  Sawmill  Company,  which 
was  incorporated  in  the  fall  of  1882  with  a  capital 
stock  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou.sand  dollars, 
which,  later  on  was  increased  to  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars;  A.  W.  Pettibone  is  President  and  W. 
B.  Pettibone  is  Vice-President  and  Alanagcr; 
this  arrangement  has  continued  up  to  the  present 
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time.  Our  subject,  Mr.  Mounce,  is  also  a  stock-  ' 
lioldcr  and  director  in  the  concern,  which  is  one  of 
the  leading  industries  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  j 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Mounce,  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Ky.,  March  13,  1806,  ] 
and  was  the  son  of  William  Mounce  of  Welsh  ' 
descent.  By  occupation  he  was  a  cabinetmaker,  \ 
which  trade  he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1830  j 
he  moved  to  Florida,  IMonroe  County,  Mo.,  where  : 
he  worked  also  as  a  millwright,  tie  was  Justice  of  | 
tlie  Peace  in  his  home  neighborhood  (Jefiferson  j 
Township),  and  was  prominent  as  a  Whig,  and  : 
also  as  a  Union  man.  Pie  died  February  12, 
1864,  in  the  faith  of  the  ^Methodist  Church,  with  : 
wliich  he  had  been  long  identified.  The  only  fra¬ 
ternity  of  which  he  was  a  member  was  the  I.  O.  | 
O.  F.  In  1S35  Samuel  Mounce  married  Elizabeth  : 
Bryant,  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  August  27, 
1815.  Pier  father,  Richard  Bryant,  moved  to 
IMonroe  County,  Mo.,  at  about  the  same  time  as 
did  tiie'Mounce  family.  Si.x  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  IMounce:  Mary  C.  became  the  wife  of  D.  N. 
Hendricks  of  IMonroe  County  and  is  now  a  wid¬ 
ow,  her  home  being  in  Monroe  City;  Sarah  IM. 
is  the.  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Sherman  of  Paris,  IMo.; 
David  PIcnry  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
in  IMoberly,  PIo.,  as  is  also  his  brother,  Alc.xander 
M.;  Lucy  A.,  the  youngest  sister,  is  the  wife  of 
James  PI.  Robey,  whose  home  is  near  Lakenan, 
.Mo.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed  this 
life  IVfarch  18,  1849,  home  near  Florida, 

Mo. 

John  William  INfonnee  was  born  May  31,  1836, 
at  his  father's  home  in  Florida,  IMo.,  and  was  | 
reared  there,  receiving  a  common-school  educa-  : 
tion.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  .went  to  i 
Paris,  I^lo.,  and  became  a  clerk  in  the  drygoods 
house  of  Thomas  Crutcher.  Plis  fidelity  to  his  ' 
employer’s  interests  and  his  general  usefulness  are  . 
manifest  from  the  fact  that  he  remained  in  that  j 
one  store  for  twenty  years — first  with  Thoma.s  ’ 
Crutcher,  later  with  the  firm  of  Crutcher,  Dulany  1 
I'x  Company,  then  with  Crutcher,  Buckner  &  : 
Company  and  finally  with  Buckner  &  Mounce,  ; 
llic  last  firm  forming  in  1856  with  our  subject  as  . 
the  junior  member.  While  a  resident  of  Paris 


he  served  as  County  Treasurer  of  Monroe  Cov 
ty,  from  i860  to  1864.  He  resigned  while  ser\d 
his  third  term  and  in  December,  1864,  remov 
to  Quincy,  Ill.  There  for  one  and  a  half  years 
was  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Dulany,  Plar 
&  Company,  who  sold  out  their  business  at  1 
end  of  that  time,  when  Mr.  IMounce  returned 
Paris  and  bought  out  IMr.  Boone,  who  had  s' 
ceeded  him  there  in  the  old  firm  with  which 
had  been  so  long  connected.  A  new  partners! 
was  formed,  being  as  formerly  Buckner 
Mounce,  and  they  did  business  for  four  yeJ 
closing  out  their  interests  at  the  end  of  t’ 
period.  For  some  time  thereafter  our  subj 
conducted  a  sewing-machine  and  insurance  bi 
ness  with  fair  success. 

IMarch  i,  1874,  Mr.  IMounce  came  to  Har 
bal  and  \\  as  given  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for 
C.  Plixon  &  Co.,  lumber  manufacturers  and  d( 
ers.  Their  mill  was  burned  down  in  Octol 
1882,  and  soon  afterward  the  present  Hanni 
Sawmill  Company  was  organized  and  incorpo:  •' 
ed.  The  daily  capacity  of  this  plant  is  one  h  2 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  feet  of  lumber,  seve  t 
thousand  shingles  and  forty  thousand  laths.  I  t 
timber  comes  mostly  from  Wisconsin,  being  r  1 
ed  down  the  IMississippi,  and  the  lumber  tun  ! 
our  from  the  mill  finds  a  ready  sale  in  Kan  1 
Missouri  and  Xebraska.  The  company  owns  t  I 
ber  land  in  various  sections  of  Wisconsin  and  •  ; 
ploys  about  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
hands  in  various  capacities,  ^fr.  IMounce  : 
owns  a  lumber  yard  at  IMoberly,  Mo.,  and  is  a  l 
rector  in  the  Bank  of  Hannibal. 

February  18,  1S58,  occurred  the  marriage 
J.  W1  IMounce  and  Helen  T.  Glenn,  wlio  (  I 
PAbruary  12,  1870.  Her  father,  John  M.  GU  i 
was  a  prominent  citizen  of  IMonroe  Countv,  I  I 
September  21,  1871,  our  subject  married  F 
Glenn,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  they  have  t 
blessed  with  one  child,  Helen  B.;  the  mother 
called  to  her  final  rest  December  16,  1873. 
lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  our  subject 
I'annie  C.  Collier,  and  their  marriage  took  p 
October  2,  1878.  She  was  born  in  Calla 
County,  IMo.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  W'.  B.  Cc 
(deceased).  IMr.  and  IMrs.  IMounce  have  one  c' 
a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Lena.  Hiev  are  ir 
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l>crs  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Hannibal,  in 
Which  !Mr.  i\rouncc  is  now  a  Deacon  and  Treas¬ 
urer;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  Sunday- 
school  Hoard.  Although  he  has  traveled  through 
many  branches  of  business,  has  enjoyed  success 
and  has  met  with  reverses,  he  has  always  ad¬ 
hered  strictly  to  principles  of  uprightness,  justice 
anil  integrity  in  all  his  dealings.  His  right  of  fran¬ 
chise  he  uses  in  favor  of  the  Democracy. 
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T  EVI  .H.  DODD  is -one  of  the  prominent 
I  and  influential  residents  of  Ralls  County, 
^  and  is  one  of  her  native  sons.  For  years 
he  has  b.een  successfully  engaged  in  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  his  valuable  homestead,  which  is  beauti¬ 
fully  located  on  Section  4,  Saline  Township.  In 
everything  pertaining  to  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  count}’  he  has  taken  the  greatest  in¬ 
terest,  and  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  its 
advancement  to  its  present  high  state  of  civiliza¬ 
tion.  Like  every  true  patriot  and  friend  to  our 
country’s  institutions,  he  is  concerned  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters  and  has  served  efficiently  as  a 
School  Director  for  the  past  twenty  years.  He 
has  also  held  local  offices,  such  as  Township 
Clerk,  etc.,  but  is  not  a  politician  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  term.  He  is  simply  straight¬ 
forward  and  honorable,  striving  to  do  his  duty  by 
his  fellow  men,  and  to  fill  in  a  noble  and  manly 
way  his  allotted  place  in  life. 

Hr.  Dodd  was  born  June  18,  1840,  in  Clay 
Township,  Ralls  County,  his  parents  being  Jo¬ 
seph  and  Letitia  (Pludson)  Dodd.  The  father 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  1893,  aged  sev¬ 
enty-eight  years.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  born  in  1812,  is  now  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  near  Hannibal.  Their  marriage  was 
celelmated  in  this  county,  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Dodd’s  parents,  who  had  settled  in  Clay  Town- 
ship  in  1836,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  IMr.  Dodd  came  to  Missouri  about  the 
same  time  and  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  this  locality  until  his  demise. 
Th  -y  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 


ter,  namely:  Levi  H.;  John,  deceased;  Agnes, 
and  James,  who  owns  a  farm  in  this  vicinity. 

In  the  parental  home  L.  H.  Dodd  received  ex- 
1  cellcnt  training,  both  by  precept  and  example, 

I  and  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  dc- 
i  partment  of  farm  work. .  His  education  was  lim¬ 
ited  to  such  as  was  aftorded  by  the  country 
schools,  but  since  attaining-  man’s  estate  he  has 
increased  his  knowledge  by  reading,  private 
stud}'  and  keen  observation  of  men  and  events. 
He  left  home  soon  after  his  majority  was  reached 
and  commenced  working  by  the  month  at  .  sal¬ 
ary  of  $10.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  was  married, 
and  rented  a  farm  near  New  London  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  three  years.  He  was  industrious,  and 
success  attended  his  eftorts  from  the  first,  and 
thus  he  was  soon  able  to  buy  a  farm  for  himself. 
The  place  which  he  owned  near  Llannibal  he  im¬ 
proved  and  sold  four  years  later,  investing  tlie 
proceeds  in  his  present  tract  of  land,  which  com¬ 
prises  one  hundred  and  seventy  acrcS.  The 
homestead  is  kept  up  in  a  thrifty  condition  and  is 
well  equipped  with  good  buildings,  fences,  etc. 

On  November  20,  1863,  Mr.  Dodd  married 
Louisa  Silver,  who  was  also  born  in  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  and  who  died  in  1870  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
Charles,  an  enterprising  young  farmer  of  this 
county;  Maiy,  wife  of  Samuel  Mounce,  a  farmer 
of  Monroe  County;  Lewis,  who  resides  at  home; 
Frances,  who  is  also  at  home;  and  one  who  died 
I  in  infancy.  In  1871  Mr.  Dodd  married  Harriet 
!  Glasscock,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1840.  Her  parents,  George  and  Ann  Glass¬ 
cock,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  early  settlers 
of  Clay  Township,  Ralls  County.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Dodd  are:  IMinor,  a  Ralls 
County  farmer;  Edward,  who  owns  a  homestead 
in  Texas;  Edith,  IMrs.  Robert  Harrison,  of  Ala¬ 
bama;  and  Thomas,  who  lives  at  Hannibal,  IMo. 
Six  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  klr.  Dodd 
and  his'  pleasant  wife:  Lillie,  now  the  wife  of  Lee 
Alelson,  a  farmer  of  Alarion  County;  and  James, 
Lucy,  Alaggic,  Sadie  and  Joseph,  who  are  at 
I  home.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
i  dist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  are  most 
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worthy  people,  possessing-  the  respect  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 
Politically,  -Mr.  Dodd  was  in  former  years  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  but  is  now  a  supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  which  is  more  in  accord  with  his  convic¬ 
tions  on  the  great  questions  of  the  day. 


JOSIAH  S.  WTSEMAX,  an  honored  citizen 
of  Maywood,  Lewis  County,  owned  former¬ 
ly  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
the  site  of  the  present  village,  and  has  owned  as 
much  as  seven  hundred  acres  at  one  time.  In 
public  affairs  he  has  been  prominent.  In  1865 
he  came  within  two  votes  of  being  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  his  district,  and  afterward  he 
served  on  the  Lnited  States  jury  at  St.  Louis, 
which  sat  upon  the  celebrated  M.  Brown  case. 
Originally  a  Democrat,  when  the  war  began  he 
found  it  necessary  to  change  his  political  faith  to 
accord  with  his  principles,  and  he  has  since  been 
an  ardent  Republican  and  an  able  exponent  of 
that  party's  views. 

Our  subject  was  boni  in  A’irginia.  Xovember 
17.  1820,  and  received  a  good  common-school 
education.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  living  at  that 
time  in  Marion  County,  I^Io.  x^ftcr  his  marriage 
he  went  to  Kno.x  County,  where  he  began  farm¬ 
ing  on  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  being  thus 
engaged  for  four  years.  Afterward  i'.e  purchased 
tiirce  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  on  w';icli  stands 
the  Town  of  Maywood.  When  he  had  increased 
his  possessions  to  seven  hundred  acres  he  disposed 
of  the  half-section  tract,  dividing  it  among  his 
children.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  intere.st 
in  educational  and  public  matters,  and  has  done 
his  share  in  these  directions.  He  has  served  sev¬ 
eral  times  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  has  filled 
local  offices  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

Mav  16.  1S62.  a  number  of  Confederates  sur- 
rounded  the  home  of  Mr.  W'isemari  about  mid¬ 
night  and  fired  three  shots  at  liis  wife,  who  in  her 
fright  ventured  too  near  the  win.dov.  One  of  the 
bullets  si)lit  on  a  nail  in  ]'>asskv^-  thr  •■•g''  the  wall 
of  the  house,  one  piece  lodg'-;g  in  ’.-'reast  of 


Mrs.  Wiseman.  Our  subject  ran  from  the  house 
but  was  perceived  by  the  Confederates,  who  she 
at  him  from  both  ends  of  the  building:  h  ■  c! 
caped  uninjured,  but  did  not  dare  return  horH 
for  some  time.  He  enlisted  in  fine  enrolled  militf 
August  3,  1862,  serving  for  ninety-five  days  tl: 
first  year,  and  until  the  war  was  over.  Mr.  Wise 
man  belonged  to  the  Si.xty-ninth  Regiment  r 
State  Militia,  Company  C,  of  Lewis  County,  aai 
at  the  close  of  his  service  received  an  honorab 

r. 

discharge. 


In  1844  Mr.  Wiseman  married  Rebecca,  daug 
ter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Wiseman)  Johnston, 
cousin,  who  proved  a  faithful  companion  andjtl: 
sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  forty-eig 
years,  when  she  was  clainied  by  death.  She  v 
born  May  ii,  1826,  and  died  May  2,  1892.  wli 
in  her  si.xty-sixth  year.  She  was  the  mother 
three  children:  Mary,  who  was  born  Augustj 
1845,  niarried  Samuel  Mann,  a  real-estate  a; 
pension  agent  at  Quincy,  111.,  and  they  have  tv 
children.  Harvey  J.  (bom  in  Lewis  County.  M( 
and  John  C.  (born  in  Marion  County.  Mo| 
John  W.,  whose  birth  occurred  April  5,  1 848.4. 
who  resides  on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestel 
near  iNfaywood.  married  Ellen  Creacy,  dau"^hj 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Creacy  of  Lewis  Courij 
and  they  have  three  children,  Josiah  D.,  JohnjaJ 
Ethel:  Calvin,  who  was  bom  September  13.  iSJ 
and  who  lives  on  another  part  of  the  home  fsj 
married  Susan  Redding  of  Lewis  County.  andl| 
two  children.  William  R.  and  Jessie.  May 
1894.  Mr.M'iseman  married  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hitzl 
daugiiter  of  Isaac  and  Susan  (  Spencer)  Samme 

Since  the  age  of  thirty-five  Mr.  M'iseman 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Chu( 
and  was  the  first  clerk  of  South  L'nion  Chun 
Maywood.  Pie  had  the  privilege  of  attendj 
the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia, 
also  enjoyed  a  visit  to  the  World’s  i'air  in 
cago.  I'ond  of  music,  he  plays  well  on  the  or:j 
and  while  he  was  in  the  Utah  building  at  the 
he  entertained  the  people  who  were  presentj 
his  singing  and  jdaying. 

His  grandfather,  Thomas  Wiseman,  who 
of  M’elsh  parentage,  was  a  youth  of  eighteen, vj 
the  Battle  of  Brandywine  was  fought,  and 
within  Clearing"  of  the  noted  engagement.  Qvj 
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to  the  fact  that  he  was  a  cripple  he  was  unable 
to  take  part.  His  parents,  who  were  Quakers, 
settled  at  a  point  on  the  Schuylkill  River,  within 
twenty-two  miles  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  near  Georgetown,  and  was  married 
early  in  life  to  Elizabeth  Anderson,  who  had  immi¬ 
grated  from  Ireland  to  America  with  her  parents. 
Accompanied  by  his  bride  he  removed  to  Har¬ 
rison,  Va.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  on  rent¬ 
ed  land;  while  there  his  oldest  child  was  born. 
It  was  still  an  infant  when  he,  returning  from  a 
neighboring  forest  where  he  had  been  cutting 
rails,  heard  several  guns  discharged  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  home  of  a  Mr.  McIntyre.  Some  feel¬ 
ing  had  existed  between  this  neighbor  and  the 
Indians  of  the  locality,  and  after  taking  his  wife 
and  child  to  a  place  of  safety,  Mr.  Wiseman  went 
to  see  what  was  the  trouble,  and  found  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Intyre  shot  and  his  wife  tomahawked.  He  then 
started  with  a  party  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  and 
fired  upon  them,  wounding  several,  and  from 
that  time  forward  they  had  no  more  trouble  with 
the  red  men. 

Soon  afterward  Mr.  Wiseman  moved  to  the 
vicinity  of  Printertown,  where  he  took  up  a  tract 
under  the  old  land  grant.  In  1836  he  concluded 
to  dispose  of  his  property,  which  he  did,  and  then 
joined  his  children  in  Marion  County,  Mo.  His 
wife  died  soon  after  their  arrival  in  Missouri,  and 
afterward  he  made  his  home  with  his  children  un¬ 
til  his  death.  He  was  long  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a  man  of 
true  pioneer  stamp.  His  children  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  John,  who  lived  in  Knox  County,  IMo.; 
Hannah,  wife  of  John  Johnston  of  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty;  Thomas,  our  subject’s  father,  who  was  born 
in  1793;  Sarah,  who  married  a  Mr.  Woodyard, 
and  afterward  came  to  Missouri;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  Joseph  Carder  of  Virginia;  Benjamin,  born 
Eebruary  29,  1800;  Jonathan;  Isaac,  who  mar¬ 
ried  in  Virginia  and  became  a  resident  of  Marion 
County;  Samuel  and  Lemuel  (twins),  who  reside 
in  this  county;  Joseph,  who  died  in  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion  from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received  in  the 
Eederal  service;  George,  who  also  remained  in 
Virginia. 

Thomas  Wiseman,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Harrison  County,  Va.,  Eebruar}’  16,  1793, 


and  married  Nancy,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  IMary 
(Yates)  Cross,  January  6,  1817.  After  that  event 
he  settled  on  a  farm  in  his  native  State  and  in 
1839  moved  to  Marion  County,  where  he  en¬ 
tered  land  in  Round  Grove  Township.  His 
death  occurred  September  i,  1849.  He  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  In  the 
War  of  1812  he  enlisted  and  held  the  position  of 
fifer,  but  was  never  engaged  in  actual  service  on 
account  of  the  ensuing  close  of  hostilities.  His 
eldest  son,  Hendon  (born  November  5,  1817), 
married  Phoebe  A.  Cross  September  25,  1839. 
He  took  up  his  residence  on  a  portion  of  land 
now  occupied  by  the  capital  city  of  Iowa,  and 
subsequently  sold  out  at  a  good  price.  Later  he 
removed  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he  was  un¬ 
fortunate  in  losing  all  his  possessions,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Cedar,  Neb.,  where  he  has  since  re¬ 
sided.  Soon  after  he  had  moved  to  the  latter 
place  (1862)  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Second 
Nebraska  Cavalry,  called  out  for  frontier  protec¬ 
tion.  They  were  ordered  to  join  Sulley’s  regi¬ 
ment  in  Dakota;  after  Hendon  had  been  absent 
from  home  about  thirty  days  he  learned  that  his 
entire  family,  with  the  exception  of  his  wife,  who 
had  gone  to  town  to  make  some  purchases,  had 
been  murdered  by  the  savages.  The  poor  wom¬ 
an  on  her  return  home  was  horrified  by  the  dread¬ 
ful  sight  and  fled  to  the  settlement  of  St.  James, 
where  she  gave  the  alarm.  A  searching  party 
went  out,  and  after  visiting  the  scene  of  the  mur¬ 
der,  found  that  three  of  the  children  were  dead; 
but  two  who  were  found  in  a  dying  condition 
were  able  to  give  the  details  of  the  massacre. 
The  father,  two  hundred  miles  distant  in  Dakota, 
started  for  home  at  once,  without  permission  or 
food,  and  did  not  stop  until  he  reached  Eort  Ran¬ 
dall,  some  one  hundred  miles  away.  There  was 
some  talk  of  arresting  him  as  a  deserter,  but  he 
was  finally  assisted  on  his  jouniey.  His  wife, 
who  had  gone  to  Sioux  City,  had  become  nearly 
insane,  and,  hoping  to  overcome  her  unhappy 
mental  condition,  he  took  her  to  visit  relatives 
in  the  East.  He  was  without  ready  money  and 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Government  for  aid  in 
view  of  his  army  service)?  and  his  unusual  mis¬ 
fortunes.  The  neighbors,  who  were  still  in  fear 
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of  the  Indians,  dug  a  hole  in  which  they  buried 
all  his  children,  without  coffins  or  proper  rites. 

Harrison,  the  second  brother  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  March  19,  1819,  and  died  November  25, 
1824;  Melvina,  the  eldest  sister,  born  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1822,  died  on  the  ist  of  the  following  Sep¬ 
tember;  Lucinda,  born  Jihy  28,  1824,  married 
Joseph  Johnston  of  Marion  County,  and  is  now  i 
deceased;  Harriet,  born  IMay  6,  1826,  was  a  life¬ 
long  invalid  and  died  about  1888,  unmarried; 
Eliza,  born  March  21,  1828,  married  Benjamin 
Lake  of  Marion  County  and  died  in  1892;  Lemuel 
E.,  born  April  10,  1830,  died  in  California;  Will¬ 
iam  H.,  born  September  17,  1832,  died  (unmar¬ 
ried)  August  3,  1866;  Elizabeth,  born  October 
5,  1834,  became  the  wife  of  Kellogg  Lake;  Mar}', 
who  married  James  Tillett,  was  born  September 
7,  1836;  John,  born  Januar}-  19,  1839,  was  in  the  I 
Federal  service,  returned  home  ill  and  died  soon 
afterward  (April  21,  1863);  Susan  D.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1842,  died  in  childhood;  Thomas  IM., 
born  April  21,  1844,  is  still  living  in  Marion 
County. 


WILLIA^I  T.  FINELY  is  a  young  man 
of  enterprise  and  ability  and  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  popular  and  effi¬ 
cient  druggists  in  Louisiana,  in  which  city  he  was 
born  July  31,  1867.  His  parents  were  Henry  Ju¬ 
lian  and  Mary  Anderson  (Baird)  Findly,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  was  born  in  Stanford,  Ky.,  xAugust 
I,  1818,  and  was  the  son  of  William  Carson 
Findly,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  of  Irish 
ancestry.  The  grandfather  was  a  Presbyterian 
minister. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  merchant  in 
his  native  place,  and  in  1845  came  to  Louisiana, 
and,  establishing  himself  in  the  same  business, 
carried  it  on  successfully  until  his  decease  in  July, 
1870.  He  was  in  early  life  an  old-line  Whig,  but 
afterward  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  a  member  in  excellent  standing 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  was  always  promi¬ 
nent  and  active  in  its  meetings.  Socially  he  was 
a  Mason  and  stood  high  in  the  fraternity. 


The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Nelson  County,  Ky.,  October  24,  1830,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Catherine  M. 
(Jones)  Baird.  They  took  up  the  line  of  march 
to  Kentucky  about  fifty-nine  years  ago,  and  on 
arriving  there  the  father  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business,  building  the  hotel  known  as  the  Wind¬ 
sor  House.  (For  a  full  history  of  this  branch  of 
the  family  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of 
P.  H.  Baird  on  another  page  in  this  volume). 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Henry  J.  Findly  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  namely:  Julian  A.,  Charles  F., 
John  L.,  Mollie  B.  (all  deceased);  Harry  J., 
George  H.  and  William  T.  Harr}"  J.  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  city  and  the  proprietor  of  a  fine  gro¬ 
cery  store;  George  H.  is  in  St.  Louis,  engaged  on 
the  St.  Louis  “Republic.” 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and 
desirous  of  becoming  a  druggist  took  a  course 
in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Pharmacy,  after  com- 
^  pleting  which  he  began  in  the  business  as  clerk 
1  for  C.  J.  Chapman  and  J.  W.  Crowdus,  Dallas, 

!  Texas.  He  remained  there  about  a  year,  when 
I  he  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  established  himself 
'  at  his  present  place  of  business,  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Georgia  Streets;  this  was  in  November,  1892. 
He  carries  a  full  line  of  drugs  and  druggists’  sun¬ 
dries,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  preparing  pre- 
;  scriptions.  He  bas  built  up  a  good  trade,  and 
his  patronage  is  constantly  on  the  increase.  IMr. 
Findly,  in  connection  with  James  O.  Ducker  and 
i  George  Harvey,  has  patented  a  medicine  known 
as  the  “Pan-a-kas,”  which  is  liberally  indorsed  by 
physicians  in  different  parts  of  the  country  as  a 
specific  for  various  diseases.  It  is  held  as  a  grand 
adjunct  to  the  pharmacopeia  of  the  progressive 
physician,  and  is  having  an  extensive  sale, 
j  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  re¬ 
ligiously  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local 
politics,  and  in  1895  was  nominated  and  elected 
'  City  Councilman  from  the  Third  Ward,  which 
office  he  still  holds.  He  is  Chairman  of  the  Gas 
and  Light  Committees,  and  also  renders  efficient 
service  on  the  Ordinance  Committee.  He  is  a 
^  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  belonging  to  Anchor 
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Lodge  No.  6o,  Louisiana,  of  which  he  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  Chancellor. 

Dr.  Findly  and  Miss  Minnie  A.  Wait  were 
united  in  marriage  December  14,  1892.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  John  D.  and  Jennie  (Cast)  Wait.  The 
Waits  were  natives  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
Casts  came  from  Ohio.  Miss  Minnie  was.  born 
in  the  former  city  in  1868,  and  was  the  youngest 
of  two  daughters  born  to  her  parents.  Her  sister 
Fannie  is  now  the  wife  of  B.  S.  Carrick.  Her 
parents  make  their  home  in  Louisiana.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Findly  have  been  blessed  with  a  son:  Claude 
Crewdson,  born  in  March,  1895.  Findly  is 

a  progressive  and  active  young  business  man,  and 
is  coming  rapidly  to  the  front  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  citizens  of  Louisiana.  He  is  of  pleasing  ad¬ 
dress,  popular  and  highly  esteemed. 


Albert  G.  hurst..  Great  credit  is  due 
the  young  man  who  starts  out  in  life 
with  no  capital  save  a  good  constitution 
and  the  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  in¬ 
culcated  in  him  at  the  old  home,  but  who,  never¬ 
theless,  is  undaunted  by  the  difficulties  in  his 
pathway  and  at  length  achieves  success.  Among 
the  many  who  have  thus  prospered  is  our  sub¬ 
ject,  now  numbered  among  the  leading  farmers 
of  Marion  County  and  the  owner  of  a  val¬ 
uable  farm  situated  on  Section  3,  Township  59, 
Range  7. 

A  son  of  John  B.  and  Hester  W.  (Bryan)  Hurst, 
our  subject  is  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  his 
birth  having  occurred  April  29,  1840.  His  pa¬ 
ternal  grandparents  were  Pennsylvanians  and 
early  settlers  of  Kentucky,  both  dying  in  Fayette 
County.  Our  subject’s  father  lived  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood  until  1841,  when,  as  he  had  relatives  liv¬ 
ing  in  Marion  County,  he  decided  to  move  thither. 
Accordingly  with  his  young  wife  he  emigrated 
to  the  vicinity  of  Palmyra,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land;  after  making  improvements 
thereon  he  sold  out  in  a  few  years.  For  some 
time  thereafter  he  leased  farm  land,  renting  finally 
the  Brown  Homestead,  in  the  same  locality,  where 


he  lived  for  four  years.  Then  he  went  across  the 
line  into  Lewis  County,  where  he  dwelt  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  was  for  eight  years  a  tenant 
on  the  Bates  Farm,  near  Palmyra.  His  last  years 
were  spent  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  lying  along  the  Mississippi  River,  in  this 
county.  His  death  occurred  November  26,  1869, 
his  wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land 
on  August  8,  1848.  Their  four  children  were; 
Albert  G.,  Elizabeth,  Ellen  and  Bryan  (last  is  de¬ 
ceased). 

The  earl}'  years  of  our  subject  were  passed  un¬ 
der  the  parental  roof  and  he  was  just  arriving  at 
man’s  estate  when  the  troublous  days  just  before 
the  war  came  on.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  under  Capt.  John  Priest,  Confederate  Army, 
and  served  about  one  and  a  half  years,  during 
which  he  participated  in  the  Battles  of  Blue  Mills, 
Springfield,  Pea  Ridge,  Corinth,  and  in  numerous 
skirmishes.  He  was  never  injured  in  any  way, 
but  was  captured  in  Boone  County,  Mo.,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  prison  at  Jefferson  City  for  three 
months;  he  was  transferred  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  remained  two  weeks,  after  which  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Alton,  Ill.  On  being  released  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  lived  cjuietly 
for  some  time. 

November  17,  1863,  Mr.  Hurst  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rebecca  \^.  Coons,  wlio  was  born 
March  13,  1842,  in  Marion  County.  Her  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Nelson)  Coons,  early 
settlers  of  this  county  and  natives  of  Kentucky. 
Eight  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hurst,  as  follows:  Joseph  Lee,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Susie  Gaines  and  lives  near  the  home  of  his 
father;  Emmett  M.;  IMary  E.  (Mrs.  James  Had- 
field)  of  this  vicinity;  Latham,  Br\'an,  James, 
Annie,  who  married  L.  L.  Leach,  whose  sketch 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  volume;  Wade, 
who  was  born  April  29,  1880,  and  is  still  at  home. 
The  children  have  all  been  given  good  common- 
school  educations  and  are  well  fitted  for  life’s  du¬ 
ties. 

In  1864  Mr.  Hurst  rented  the  Bates  Farm,  near 
Palmyra,  and  cultivated  the  place  for  three  years. 
He  then  removed  with  his  family  to  his  father’s 
old  farm,  near  the  Mississippi  River,  in  Marion 
County  and  lived  thereon  for  eight  years;  then 
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for  a  year  he  managed  a  rented  farm  near  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Mo.  By  this  time  he  had  managed  with 
his  wife’s  assistance  to  save  some  money,  so  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  near  his  father’s 
farm.  After  improving  the  place  and  residing 
thereon  for  about  seven  years  a  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunity  presented  itself  and  he  sold  out.  In  1883 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  which 
he  has  greatly  increased  in  value  by  a  judicious 
outlay  of  money.  Here  he  intends  to  make  a 
permanent  home  and,  having  this  in  view,  has 
made  excellent  improvements  on  the  place,  which 
was  one  of  the  best  in  this  vicinity.  Since  be¬ 
coming  a  voter  he  has  given  his  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party.  Religiously  he  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South. 


August  C.  GANSZ,  one  of  the  able  and 
successful  young  journalists  in  this  por¬ 
tion  of  Missouri,  is  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  “Pike  County  News,”  published  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  jMo.  The  paper  was  started  in  i8go  by  the 
Pike  County  Publishing  Company,  with  Col.  W. 
H.  Edgar  as  editor,  but  since  July,  1892,  our  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  the  manager  of  the  plant,  and  to 
him  is  due  the  credit  of  its  increasing  popularity 
and  growing  circulation.  The  paper,  a  bright, 
newsy  sheet,  is  issued  every  Thursday,  and  is  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  interests  of  Pike  County,  and  more 
particularly  of  Louisiana.  It  is  a  good  exponent 
of  Republican  principles,  and  gives  in  a  con¬ 
densed  and  clear  style  the  current  events  of  the 
outside  world,  as  well  as  local  news. 

The  father  of  A.  C.  Gansz,  who  bore  the  Chris¬ 
tian  name  of  Carl,  was  a  native  of  Germany.  He 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1853  and  set¬ 
tled  at  Palmyra,  Mo.,  where  he  worked  at  Ihs 
trade  as  a  contracting  stone-mason,  and  also  man¬ 
aged  a  farm.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  religiously  was  identified  with  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
September  7,  1882,  and  left  to  his  children  the 
priceless  heritage  of  an  unblemished  name.  His 


wife,  who  was  Miss  Mar)’  Keohler,  was  also  of 
German  birth  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the 
United  States  in  1854  with  an  uncle.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gansz  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Philip  C.,  editor  of  the  IMacon  “Republican,”  Ma¬ 
son,  jMo.  ;  August  C.,  whose  name  heads  this 
biography;  George,  accidentally  killed  by  a  gun¬ 
shot  in  1862;  Anna  C.,  living  at  Macon,  !Mo.; 
Charles  E.,  a  resident  of  Palmyra;  Elizabeth,  vcifc 
of  A.  H.  Hollyman,  Palmyra;  iMaggie  (Mrs. 
George  W.  Collet),  living  near  Britton,  O.  T. ; 
Susan,  at  home.  The  mother  is  yet  alive  and  is 
passing  her  declining  days  in  Palmyra. 

A.  C.  Gansz  was  born  Eebruary  15,  i860,  in 
Palmyra  and  lived  under  the  parental  roof  imtil 
attaining  his  majority.  He  obtained  a  practical 
j  knowledge  of  farming  under  his  father’s  instruc- 
j  tion,  and  managed  to  acquire  a  general  education 
in  the  district  schools;  he  also  worked  with  his 
I  father  at  his  trade,  and  in  1881  went  to  Q'uincy, 

I  Ill.,  where  he  remained  about  a  year.  Returning 
home  he  took  up  the  business  of  his  father  after 
i  the  latter’s  death,  and  for  about  five  years  en- 
j  gaged  in  contracting  and  building.  De.siring  to 
j  see  something  of  the  West  he  went  to  Wichita, 
j  Kan.,  and  opened  a  coal  and  feed  store,  which 
j  he  conducted  with  fair  success  for  about  three 
I  years.  In  i8go  he  went  into  the  newspaper  busi- 
I  ness  in  company  with  his  brother  in  iMacon,  iMo., 
i  and  during  his  two  years’  stay  there  became  mas- 
I  ter  of  the  various  departments  of  work.  In  July, 
1892,  he  leased  the  “Pike  County  News”  plant  in 
company  with  the  brother  just  mentioned  and  has 
j  since  given  his  entire  attention  to  the  improve- 
{  ment  of  the  paper  and  to  increasing  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  list;  in  connection  therewith  he  has  a  good 
'  trade  in  job  printing.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
I  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  Louisi- 
j  ana,  and  belongs  to  the  S.  of  T.  and  B.  of  St.  A. 

March  31,  1887,  I\Ir.  Gansz  was  married  in  St. 
Louis  to  Alice,  daughter  of  John  N.  and  Julia 
Ann  (Masterson)  Eoster.  The  latter  was  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  iMarion  County,  her 
grandfather  having  been  the  first  white  settler 
there,  it  is  believed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gansz  have 
one  child — Julia  Eleanora — who  was  born  in  i\Ia- 
‘  con  September  3,  1890.  The  parents  are  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  are  counted 
among  the  most  active  and  influential  workers 
in  its  congregation. 


JOHN  ALEXANDER  MORRISS.  Promi¬ 
nent  among  the  capable  and  efficient  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Marion  County  stands  Mr. 
John  A.  Morriss,  who  follows  farm  pursuits  on 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  was  born,  January 
12,  1850.  Tills  farm  is  pleasantly  located  on  Sec¬ 
tion  8,  Township  58,  Range  8,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  in  the  community.  He  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  tilling  the  soil  and  is  an  energetic, 
industrious  man,  having  the  respect  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  people  who  are  his  neighbors. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Vincent  and 
Susan  Ann  (Poor)  Morriss,  natives  respectively 
of  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  They  were  both 
brought  to  this  county  when  young  by  their 
parents  and  were  married  in  Marion  County, 
within  whose  borders  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  From  the  time  of  their  union  until 
1886  they  occupied  the  old  homestead,  now  Owned 
by  their  son,  John  A.  That  year,  however,  they 
entered  the  home  of  their  daughter.  May 
Frances  Browen,  in  this  township,  where  they 
died,  the  mother  in  1888  and  the  father  in  Novem¬ 
ber  of  the  succeeding  year. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were 
seven  in  numjber:  Elizabeth,  Mary  F.,  Robert  L., 
Lizzie,  James  M.,  Belle  and  Julia.  John  assisted 
his  father  in  farm  work  until  the  former’s  mar¬ 
riage  (February  4,  1872),  at  which  time  Miss 
Nancy  S.  M.  Stephenson  became  his  wife.  She 
was  born  in  this  county  January  21,  1855,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Ragar) 
Stephenson,  residents  of  this  part  of  Missouri, 
but  natives  of  Kentucky.  After  coming  to  this 
State  they  lived  in  Township  58  until  the  death 
of  the  father,  which  took  place  January  i,  1855. 
Mrs.  Stephenson  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  IMorriss,  and  is  seventy-two  years 
of  age. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  purchased  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Shelby  County,  on 


which  he  built  a  house  and  lived  there  for  seven¬ 
teen  years.  This  quarter  section  he  improved  into 
a  productive  tract  of  land  and  after  selling  it  in¬ 
vested  the  proceeds  in  his  present  estate  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  acres,  fifty-five  of  which  lie  in 
Shelby  County.  He  moved  to  this  place  in  1889, 
it  being  a  much  more  desirable  place  and  located 
conveniently  near  a  school-house.  It  was  and  is 
his  ambition  and  desire  to  have  his  sons  and 
daughters  well  educated  and  two  of  them  are  now 
attending  school.  James  Wesle}^  born  November 
9,  1872,  married  Mary  Emerson,  and  both  now 
live  with  our  subject;  Susan  M.,  born  January  26, 
1875,  died  August  14,  1876;  John  W.,  bom  Sep- 
tember  27,  1878;  Julia  A.,  born  March  7,  1882. 

Mr.  Morriss  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  nor  has  he  ever  been  induced  to  serve  in  a 
public  capapity,  for  he  is  a  man  devoted  to  home 
and  family.  With  his  wife  he  belongs  to  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  is  an  active  worker  and  con¬ 
tributor  to  its  various  projects  of  usefulness. 


Lawson  w.  givens,  it  affords  the 

biographer  great  pleasure  to  place  tliis 
worthy  name  among  those  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  men  of  Pike  County.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  beautiful  farm  on  Section  32,  Township  54, 
Range  2,  this  property  having  come  into  lus  pos¬ 
session  as  early  as  1853.  In  addition  to  super¬ 
vising  its  management  he  has  conducted  his 
father’s  farm  for  many  years  of  his  mature  life, 
and  has  given  abundant  proof  of  his  ability  as  an 
agriculturist. 

Mr.  Givens  was  born  April  25,  1828,  three  miles 
northeast  of  his  present  home,  and  is  the  third  of 
six  children  whose  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Gilmore)  Givens,  and  the  only  Siu  vivor 
of  the  family.  The  father  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  in  1801,  and  after  his  marriage  decided 
to  emigrate  to  Missouri,  carrying  out  this  plan  in 
1826.  He  entered  a  quarter  section  of  land  and 
settled  down  to  a  busy,  industrious  life,  his  career 
I  being  terminated  by  his  death  on  January  8,  1880. 
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He  was  of  a  kindh',  genial  nature,  anil  tkese 
qualities  endeared  him  to  all.  The  mother  was 
born  in  1798  in  the  same  State  in  which  her  hus¬ 
band’s  birth  occurred,  and  grew  up  a  noble, 
amiable  Christian  woman.  She  was  called  to  the 
better  land  in  1863. 

Our  subject  attended  the  primitive  log  school 
of  the  period,  obtaining  a  limited  education, 
which  he  has  since  supplemented  by  experience 
and  study.  Having  concluded  to  follow  his 
father’s  example  in  the  matter  of  a  life  calling,  he 
left  home  and  worked  for  neighbors  for  scune 
three  years;  then  returning  home  he  assumed  the 
management  of  the  place,  which  he  cultivated 
even  after  buying  his  own  farm.  From  1866  until 
1870  he  resided  on  this  homestead,  then  .goir.g 
back  to  his  father’s  farm.  It  was  not  until  re¬ 
cently  that  he  returned  to  the  old  farm  which  he 
had  purchased  over  forty  years  ago. 

Febniary  22,  1866,  iMr.  Givens  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Bryan,  who  was  claimed  by  death  four 
years  later.  This  sad  event  was  the  occasion  of 
^fr.  Givens  leaving  his  home  and  again  taking  up 
his  abode  in  that  of  his  boyhood.  After  his 
father’s  death  his  sister  and  her  husband  lived 
with  him  on  the  farm,  and  now  his  only  child, 
Clelia,  keeps  house  for  him,  while  her  husband, 
Joseph  Russell,  assists  in  operating  the  farm. 

\\  hen  the  war  broke  out  our  subject  enlisted 
in  the  Pike  County  Home  Guards,  serving  until 
the  troops  were  reorganized  in  1862,  when  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  Fifth  Missouri  State  3.1  i- 
litia  and  remained  therein  up  to  the  spring  of 
1864.  Since  becoming  a  voter  he  has  always 
rendered  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 


SAMUEL  H.  ELZEA,  one  of  the  old  resi¬ 
dents  of  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  is 
the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  farm,  located 
on  Section  28,  and  also  owns  land  elsewhere. 
I'or  many  years  he  has  met  with  good  success  in 
buying  and  selling  live  stock,  from  which  source 
he  has  derived  much  of  his  wealth. 


Our  subject’s  father,  Samuel  Elzea,  was  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  in  1851,  aged 
sixty-five  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  was 
a  Aliss  Frances  Self  in  her  girlhood,  were  natives 
of  Shenandoah  County,  ^M.,  and  were  married  in 
that  State.  IMrs.  Elzea  died  in  August,  1871,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  They  had  moved  to  Marion 
County,  3\Io.,  in  1837,  and  lived  on  a  farm  near 
Hannibal  for  many  years.  Their  family  com¬ 
prised  the  following  children:  John,  since  de¬ 
ceased;  Sallie  A.,  who  married  William  J.  Smith, 
both  now  deceased;  Samuel  H.,  of  this  sketch; 
James  A.,  who  is  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County;  ^lary 
J.,  living  near  Hannibal;  Kennedy  A.,  who  was 
killed  by  a  horse  in  1849;  Henry  S.,  a  retired  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  ]Marion  County;  IMarcus  U.,  who 
runs  a  hotel  in  St.  Louis;  IMartha  C.,  twin  sister 
of  jMarcus,  and  wife  of  Dr.  Nathan  Foster,  of 
Ralls  County;  Virginia,  deceased;  Amanda,  de¬ 
ceased,  wife  of  James  Clark,  also  now  deceased; 
Frances  J.,  who  married  Woodson  Johnson,  and 
with  her  husband  has  been  called  to  the  better 
land. 

The  birth  of  S.  H.  Elzea  took  place  in  Shenan¬ 
doah  .County,  Ya.,  May  12,  1818,  and  there  his 
youthful  days  were  passed  uneventfully.  In  1837 
he  emigrated  to  ^Missouri  with  his  parents,  and 
after  his  marriage  settled  in  this  township,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  cultivate  one  farm  until  1851,  when  he 
moved  to  his  present  homestead  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  He  also  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
three  hundred  acres  in  3iIarion  County,  and  prop¬ 
erty  in  Monroe  City,  this  representing  his  own 
energetic  business  ways,  and  his  good  wife’s  able 
assistance  in  his  various  enterprises.  He  received 
a  public  school  education,  and  is  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  liberality  of  ideas. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  was  a  tract  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber,  and  he  was  the 
first  man  in  this  region  to  break  the  prairie.  In 
1849  he  went  on  horseback  to  California  in  search 
of  gold,  but  returned  home  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months.  This  trip  was  made  in  a  vessel  which 
carried  about  five  hundred  passengers,  among 
whom  the  dread  scourge,  cholera,  broke  out  and 
carried  away  all  but  thirty-seven  of  the  number. 
Mr.  Elzea  himself  had  a  siege  with  the  disease, 
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but  finally  recovered,  and,  to  his  knowledge,  was 
the  only  one  that  recovered.  In  1869  he  made  a 
second  journey  to  California,  going  there  with 
the  intention  of  entering  land,  but  was  unable  to 
do  so,  and  came  back  to  Missouri  when  but  little 
more  than  four  weeks  had  elapsed. 

In  1843  S.  H.  Elzea  and  Catherine  M.  Wood 
were  married  in  this  county.  She  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  February  ii,  1827,  being  one  of 
twelve  children,  whose  parents  were  James  and 
Susan  (Burnett)  Wood.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  died  April  9,  1866,  aged  eighty-eight  j 
years,  and  the  mother,  a  native  of  South  Caro-  | 
lina,  died  in  1872  when  in  her  ninetieth  year.  | 
Their  union  was  celebrated  in  South  Carolina,  | 
and  in  1827  they  settled  near  New  London,  Ralls 
County.  Later  they  came  to  pass  their  remain¬ 
ing  years  in  Saline  Township.  The  father  was 
not  identified  with  any  church  organization,  but 
the  mother  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Jane,  widow  of  John  Alexander,  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina;  Harry,  deceased;  Ona,  deceased,  wife  of 
Pleasant  Alberson,  also  deceased;  James,  de¬ 
ceased;  Rosa,  widow  of  William  Bashear,  of 
Adair  County,  Mo.;  William  and  Alexander,  de¬ 
ceased;  Cynthia,  widow  of  a  Mr.  Dale,  of  Ne¬ 
braska;  John  O.,  an  extensive  land  owner  and 
retired  business  man  of  Canton,  Mo.;  Mary,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  first  married  James  Wilson  and  sub¬ 
sequently  John  Milton,  both  now  deceased;  Ham¬ 
ilton,  who  has  passed  from  this  life;  Catherine  M., 
Mrs.  Elzea,  and  Frances,  who  married  Stephen 
Schoby,  and  with  her  husband  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elzea  have  had  born  to  them 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Susan  F.  is  the 
widow  of  Overton  Gentry,  of  Monroe  City,  and 
Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Evans,  a  merchant  of 
the  same  town.  James  S.  is  an  enterprising 
young  farmer  of  this  county,  and  Willie,  the 
youngest,  is  in  the  commission  business  in  New 
York  City.  John  H.  and  Charles  L.,  the  other 
sons,  are  at  home,  and  assist  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  farm.  The  former  owns  four  hundred  and 
fifty-three  acres  and  the  latter  eighty  acres  of 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elzea  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church, the  former  having  been  connected 


with  the  same  for  fifty-three  years,  and  is  the  only 
surviving  person  among  the  organizers  of  the 
first  church  in  Hannibal.  Mrs.  Elzea  has  been  a 
member  of  the  organization  for  fifty  years. 


JOSEPH  THOMAS  SIMMONS  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  leading  farmers  of 
Marion  County,  having  his  home  on  Sec¬ 
tion  8,  Township  58,  Range  8.  For  thirteen 
years  he  was  a  School  Director  of  the  district  and 
has  always  given  his  influence  toward  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  better  educational  privileges  for  the  rising 
generation.  He  is  public-spirited  in  every  re¬ 
spect  and  is  always  on  the  side  of  progress.  To 
his  own  industrious  efforts  and  years  of  unremit¬ 
ting  toil  he  owes  his  present  condition  of  prosper¬ 
ity  and  the  enviable  place  he  holds  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  all. 

Robert  W.  Simmons,  father  of  the  above,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  at  an  early  day  moved 
with  his  father  to  Kentucky.  His  parents  died  in 
that  State,  but  it  was  not  until  some  time  after 
this  event  that  Robert  came  to  Missouri  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Shelby  County.  His  main  occupations  in 
life  were  farming  and  hunting,  of  the  latter  of 
which  he  was  particularly  fond.  His  home  in 
Shelby  County  was  near  the  Marion  County  line, 
and  in  1842  he  moved  to  the  old  Jones  Farm  in 
this  township,  which  is  now  better  known  as  the 
Simmons  Place.  He  entered  forty  acres  and 
afterward  bought  more  until  his  farm  comprised 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  his  later  years 
he  sold  out  and,  moving  to  Texas,  dwelt  for  two 
years  in  that  State;  as  he  did  not  like  it,  however, 
he  returned  to  IMarion  County  and  passed  his  re¬ 
maining  days  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  death 
occurring  in  August,  1877.  His  wife,  who  was 
Miss  jMary  Phelps,  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  died 
when  her  son  Joseph  was  young.  Her  children 
were  named  as  follows:  Ephraim,  John,  Henry, 
George,  Joseph,  Julia,  Mary,  Cooper  and  Zach¬ 
ary;  the  two  eldest,  Julia  and  Cooper,  are  de¬ 
ceased. 

J.  T.  Simmons  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Mo., 
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June  21,  1841,  and  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  giv¬ 
ing  his  assistance  to  his  father  until  he  arrived 
at  mature  years.  June  21,  1864,  he  married  Sa- 
lina  Young,  born  September  14,  1846.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Burdette  and  Mildred  (Carter) 
Young,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  ^Missouri, 
whither  Mr.  Young  had  emigrated  with  his  par¬ 
ents  at  the  age  of  four  years,  this  being  (1818), 
before  the  Territory  had  been  admitted  to  State¬ 
hood.  He  settled  near  Hannibal,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  our  subject  and  wife,  namely:  Charles 
M.,  born  April  26,  1865;  iMary  Ann,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1866;  Joseph  \V.,  born  April  12,  1868; 
Fannie,  bom  iMarch  2,  1871 ;  Nanny  H.,  born 
August  16,  1873;  Burdette  Y.,  born  August  18, 
1875;  Lizzie  J.,  born  September  9,  1888.  Joseph 
M'.  married  Sarah  Jane  W'ood  and  is  now  living 
on  the  old  Wood  Homestead,  this  county;  Fan¬ 
nie  died  July  24,  1872;  Nanny  is  the  wife  of  John 
\y.  Crane  of  this  county.  The  other  children  are 
still  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Simmons  purchased  forty  acres  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  and  from  time  to  time  invested  in  more 
land  until  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  all  but  fifteen  of  which  are  under  cultiva¬ 
tion.  The  owner  has  made  nearly  all  of  the  im¬ 
provements  on  the  place  and  has  cleared  away 
the  timber  with  which  it  was  formerly  encum¬ 
bered.  On  political  questions  he  is  always  to  be 
found  supporting  the  Democracy.  He  and  his 
good  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
which  stands  near  their  home  and  are  always  ready 
to  aid  the  poor  and  needy  and  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  their  fellow-men. 


AMES  H.  ELLIOTT  is  a  retired  farmer  cf 
Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  his  home 
being  on  Section  14.  He  is  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  this  region,  as  was  also  his  father  and 
])atcrnal  grandfather.  The  former  came  here  in 
the  fall  of  1828.  settling  near  Salt  River,  and 
thenceforward  was  closely  associated  with  the 
history  of  that  district. 


Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Elliott,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  ]\Iar}'land,  but  his  son,  John,  father  of 
James  H.,  was  born  in  Kentucky.  He  died  ^larch 
31,  1840,  while  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  but 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  In  his  native  State  he 
had  married  I\Irs.  Mary  (Clarvoe)  Manning,  a 
native  of  ^laryland.  She  also  died  in  earh'  life, 
being  but  thirty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of 
her  demise,  which  occurred  in  1836.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  James  H.,  William  H.,  John 
C.,  Stephen  B.,  Ann  C.,  and  Sarah  E.,  and  our 
subject  is  the  only  survivor.  Prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  John  Elliott,  our  subject’s  mother  had 
been  the  wife  of  John  Manning,  by  whom  she 
had  one  daughter,  Ann  S.  The  latter  married 
Stephen  E.  Elliott  (not  a  relative,  however),  and 
as  her  husband  is  deceased  is  now  living  with 
her  children  in  this  township. 

James  H.  Elliott  is  a  native  of  Scott  County, 
Ky.,  his  birth  having  occurred  December  13, 
1826.  He  was  reared  at  his  father's  homestead  in 
Center  Township,  and  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  death  deprived  him  of  that  thoughtful  and 
affectionate  parent.  He  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  responsibility  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  to  which  business 
he  gave  his  attention  until  reaching  his  twenty- 
seventh  year.  About  this  time  he  was  married 
and  began  housekeeping  on  a  rented  farm,  whidi 
he  operated  for  a  year.  In  1857  he  purchased  his 
present  homestead,  which  was  a  tract  of  wild 
land.  As  the  years  passed  a  gradual  transforma¬ 
tion  took  place,  and  to-day  ]Mr.  Elliott’s  home¬ 
stead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  one  of  the 
most  fertile  and  well-cultivated  farms  in  the 
county.  He  is  a  man  who  attends  strictly  to  his 
own  business  affairs,  and  though 'he  votes  at 
elections  for  Democratic  candidates,  has  never 
himself  aspired  for  office. 

In  1852  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Elliott 
and  Mariah  L.  Kendrick,  who  was  born  in  Pike 
County,  ^lo..  January  25,  1830,  and  whose  father 
was  Daniel  B.  Kendrick.  Seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  have  come  to  brighten 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Elliott.  John  D.  is 
engaged  in  the  flour  and  grain  business  in  ]Mon- 
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roe  City;  William  H.  and  Edward  F.  are  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Robert,  the  other  son,  is  engaged  in 
comme;;cial  pursuits  in  Clay  Township,  Ralls 
County;  Mary  C.,  the  eldest  daughter,  married 
William  H.  Elliott,  her  third  cousin,  and  a  farmer 
of  this  township,  and  Cordie  C.  also  married  a 
third  cousin,  Robert  F.  Elliott,  who  owns  a  farm 
in  Ralls  County;  Sarah  J.,  the  youngest  daughter, 
is  still  living  with  her  parents.  Our  subject  was 
reared  in  the  Catholic  Church,  and  has  been  a 
regular  attendant  on  its  services  since  boyhood. 
He  is  noted  for  his  sterling  honesty  and  integrity 
of  character,  and  is  worthy  of  being  accorded  a 
place  among  the  respected  residents  and  pioneers 
of  the  county. 


WILLIAM  F.  SUITT.  The  subject  of 
this  biography  is  an  enterprising- 
young  farmer  of  Marion  County  and 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of 
Township  58,  Range  8,  where  is  located  his  es¬ 
tate  of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  acres. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having- 
been  born  in  Mason  Township,  October  16,  1864, 
to  Samuel  and  Mary  (Kelly)  Suitt,  also  natives  of 
this  county.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  when 
in  the  very  prime  of  life  was  called  hence.  His 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  She 
became  the  mother  of  three  children:  William  F. 
was  the  eldest;  Mary  married  Daniel  Herns  and 
is  now  residing  on  a  farm  in  this  township;  John 
departed  this  life  in  infancy. 

Being  deprived  when  young  of  the  care  of  his 
parents  our  subject  made  his  home  with  his  uncle, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  attaining  his  nine¬ 
teenth  year.  He  was  then  of  sufficient  age  to  be¬ 
gin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  his  first  work 
was  as  a  farm-hand  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  Two  years  later,  however,  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Liberty  Township,  which  w'as 
eighty  acres  in  extent  and  had  been  the  property 
of  his  sister,  and  on  this  place  he  lived  for  five 
years;  while  there  (February  9,  1887)  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Maggie  Young,  born  in  Quincy,  Ill., 
January  22,  1868.  She  was  the  daughter  of 


James  W.  and  Lucy  (Wash)  Young.  Her  father 
W'as  for  thirty  years  one  of  the  substantial  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Marion  County,  this  State,  and  for 
many  years  was  a  pilot  and  later  a  captain  on 
the  IMississippi  River,  owning  the  boat  “Harry 
Reed.”  He  is  now  living  retired  w'ith  his  good 
wife  in  Hannibal. 

Four  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  first  tract  of  land  and  invested  the 
proceeds  in  his  present  estate  of  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  acres,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  of  which  are  under  excellent  tillage  and  bear 
the  best  of  improvements  in  the  w^ay  of  machinery 
and  buildings,  all  of  which  have  been  placed  there 
by  the  enterprising  and  ambitious  owner. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suitt  have  been  bom  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Blanche,  born  June  30,  1888;  Grace,  born 
April  3,  1891.  Mrs.  Suitt  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  w^orshiping  with  the  Ebenezer 
Congregation  near  her  farm.  Our  subject’s  life 
has  been  unmarked  by  any  startling  events,  but 
has  been  one  of  diligent  effort  and  untiring  labor 
and  of  such  a  character  that  he  has  w'on  and  holds 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  community.  He 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 


STEPHEN  THO^IAS  ELLIOTT  is  a  re¬ 
tired  farmer,  residing  in  Hassard,  Ralls 
County,  and  was  appointed  mail  agent  of 
the  place  in  1887,  his  estimable  wife  being  ap¬ 
pointed  Postmistress  the  same  year,  and  still  act¬ 
ing  in  that  capacity.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  region,  and  from  boyhood  has 
been  closely  associated  wdth  its  upbuilding  and 
development. 

'Stephen  T.  Elliott,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  Ky.,  in  1804,  and  was  married  in 
Ralls  County,  August  20,  1831,  to  Mary  A.  T. 
Hill.  She  is  a  native  of  Nelson  County,  Ky.,  born 
September  16,  1816,  and  her  death  occurred  June 
12,  1878.  Her  husband,  w-ho  survived  her  a  num' 
her  of  years,  departed  this  life  in  November,  1890. 
He  settled  in  Saline  Township,  on  the  Salt  River, 
in  1828,  and  remained  there  until  1850,  when  he 
moved  to  this  section  of  the  township.  In  1881 
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lie  went  to  Monroe  City,  where  he  lived  retired 
from  active  care  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  children  numbered  ten,  of  whom  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  the  eldest;  John  C.,  the  next  younger,  died 
in  infancy;  Mary  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Joshua  H. 
Gentry,  a  farmer  of  Vernon  County,  ]\Io. ;  Susan 
is  the  wife  of  Dennis  Crowley,  a  carriage  manu¬ 
facturer  at  Ely  Station,  Marion  County;  Alaria 
W.,  married  John  P.  Knott,  a  farmer  and  carpen¬ 
ter  of  the  last  mentioned  county;  John  R.,  and 
Mary,  died  in  infancy;  ^Martha  A.,  wedded  Isaac 
P.  Myers,  a  gardener  and  nurseryman  of  Wichita, 
Kan.,  and  Francis  K.,  is  a  farmer  of  Clarion 
County.  The  parents  of  these  children  were 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  brought  up 
their  family  to  observe  its  teachings. 

S.  T.  Elliott  was  born  June  3,  1832,  and  in  his 
youth  obtained  practical  instructions  in  the  proper 
management  of  a  farm  under  his  father’s  guid¬ 
ance.  His  education  was  limited  to  such  as  was 
afforded  by  tbe  district  school,  but  after  reaching 
maturity  he  added  thereto  by  private  study,  read¬ 
ing  and  extended  observation.  He  left  home 
when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  to  seek  his  own 
livelihood  and  soon  afterwards  located  on  the 
farm  which  had  been  given  him  by  his  father  for 
his  service  after  attaining  his  majority.  This  tract 
of  land,  which  is  located  on  Sections  2,  3  and  ii, 
Township  56,  Range  7,  he  continued  to  cultivate 
for  thirty  years,  but  for  the  past  eight  years  has 
resided  at  Hassard.  His  wife  owns  a  good  tract 
of  land,  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in 
extent,  lying  in  Morgan  County,  and  in  addition 
to  this  they  own  eighteen  lots  located  in  the  town. 
They  are  consequently  comfortably  well-off  and 
have  ample  means  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  their 
declining  years. 

On  January  12,  1858,  Mr.  Elliott  married 
Matilda  C.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Paris, 
Monroe  County,  April  25,  1842.  Her  parents, 
James  C.  and  Delia  A.  (Mitchell)  Moore,  were 
natives  of  \’irginia  and  Kentucky  respectively 
and  were  married  in  Paris,  Mo.  Their  eldest 
child,  Susan  R.,  deceased,  joined  the  Sisters  in 
Loretta,  Ky.,  Mary  E.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Dennis  E.  Crowley,  Station  agent  of  Ely,  Marion 
County,  Mo.;  Henry  F.,  is  an  attorney  and  ex¬ 


tensive  land  owner  in  Trinidad,  Col.,  and  James 
W.,  died  in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  !Mrs. 
Delia  Moore,  the  father  married  Caroline  I^IcAtee 
of  Clinton,  Mo.,  who  is  now  living  in  Denver, 
Col.  Her  two  eldest  children,  Eudora  and 
Eugene,  were  twins;  the  former  is  the  wife  of 
James  Hannigan  of  Denver,  Col.,  and  the  latter 
died  in  infancy.  James  E.,  the  next  in  the  family, 
is  deceased  and  Augustus  !M.,  is  an  attorney-at- 
law  in  Emporia,  Kan.  James  C.  IMoore,  a  nativ'^e 
of  Virginia,  was  for  forty  years  a  resident  in 
Alonroe  County.  Then  for  eight  years  he  lived  in 
Hunnewell,  Shelby  County,  and  then  settled  in 
^Marshall,  Saline  County,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  IMarch,  1870.  For  many  years  he 
carried  on  a  drug  store  and  became  quite  well-to- 
do.  His  first  wife  died  in  Paris,  ^lo.,  in  1851, 
aged  forty  years. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  have  a  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  namely;  IMary  V.,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  E. 
Glahn,  a  farmer  of  Marion  County;  James  T., 
who  operates  a  farm  in  Shelby  County;  Agnes, 
wife  of  Herbert  Donnelly,  a  school  teacher  of 
Shelby  County;  Henry  E.,  an  agriculturist,  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  vicinity  of  ^Monroe  City;  Eva  \V.,  }^Irs. 
ty’illiam  Ketsingberg  of  this  county,  and  Elmer 
T.,  who  is  at  home.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Elliott  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  former  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party  and  is  very 
active  in  his  championship  of  its  platform  and 
nominees. 


JAMES  BEATTY  is  an  enterprising  farmer 
of  Section  7,  Township  59,  Range  8,  IMar- 
ion  County,  and  is  highly  deserving  of  a 
place  among  the  best  citizens  of  this  locality.  A 
man  of  upright  and  honorable  life,  his  record  has 
never  been  tamished  by  unmanly  or  selfish  ac¬ 
tion;  he  is  one  of  those  who  consider  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  others  paramount  to  their  own  and  he  has 
thus  won  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who 
have  come  in  contact  with  him. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  George  and  Marv-  (Mc- 
Kelvey)  Beatty,  were  both  natives  of  County 
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Fermanagh,  Ireland.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  was  married  in  that  country 
upon  reaching  man’s  estate.  When  he  was 
thirty-five  years  of  age  he  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
landing  in  New  York  City  and  remaining  there  for 
a  short  time.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  West 
and  arrived  in  Lewis  County,  Mo.,  where  he 
bought  forty  acres  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
until  1876,  when  he  sold  out.  Moving  to  the  tract 
of  ninety-one  acres  on  which  our  subject  now 
lives,  he  made  a  number  of  improvements  on  the 
place  and  engaged  in  general  farming  until  a 
short  time  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  26,  1894.  During  the  late  war  he  en¬ 
listed  under  Joe  Porter  and  on  the  expiration  of 
the  service  was  honorably  discharged.  He  died 
at  a  ripe  old  age,  being  eighty-seven  years,  ten 
months  and  eleven  days  old.  His  wife  is  still 
living,  her  home  being  in  La  Belle,  Lewis  Coun¬ 
ty.  She  and  her  husband  united  with  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  in  1867  and  have  since  been  faithful 
members.  They  had  four  children:  Catherine 
married  George  Wells  and  lives  in  Lewis  County; 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Solomon  Gedney  of 
Macon  County,  Mo.;  David  died  near  Newtown, 
III,  in  1865. 

James  Beatty  was  born  May  20,  1846,  in  Lewis 
County  and  continued  to  dwell  under  his  father’s 
roof  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  in  1882,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Annie  Waters.  She  was  born  April  4,  1865, 
in  this  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Bar¬ 
bara  (Ihler)  Waters,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Illi¬ 
nois  respectively  and  early  settlers  of  this  region, 
their  home  being  still  in  this  neighborhood.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Beatty  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  George,  born  in  June, 
1884;  Elsie,  born  in  October,  1886;  Estus,  born 
in  July,  1893. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Beatty  moved  to  this 
farm,  where  his  father  was  then  living,  and  a  year 
later  went  to  Shelby  County,  ]\Io.,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  about  twelve  months.  Returning  to 
Marion  County  he  operated  a  farm  for  a  year, 
after  which  he  dwelt  in  Knox  County  for  a  like 
period.  Then  returning  to  the  old  homestead  he 
took  charge  of  the  place  and,  after  his  father’s 
death,  became  proprietor  of  the  farm.  The  land 


is  all  under  cultivation  with  the  exception  of  ten 
acres  and  everything  shows  the  careful  attention 
and  thrifty  methods  of  the  owner.  He  is  a  man  of 
liberal  education,  being  well  posted  on  the  cur¬ 
rent  topics  of  the  day.  Politically  he  votes  for 
Democratic  principles  and  nominees. 


Martin  v.  schofield  is  one  of  the 

native  sons  of  jMarion  County  and  has 
long  been  numbered  among  its  leading 
farmers.  He  owns  a  well-improved  homestead  on 
Section  4,  Township  59,  Range  8,  on  which  he 
has  made  most  of  the  valuable  improvements. 
There  is  probably  no  family  better  known  in  this 
county  than  the  one  to  which  he  belongs,  for 
members  of  the  same  have  been  closely  associated 
with  its  history  and  development.  Alartin’s  par¬ 
ents,  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Reed)  Schofield, 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  where  they  lived  un¬ 
til  they  came  to  Missouri. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  20,  1845, 
in  his  boyhood  received  good  instruction  in  the 
duties  pertaining  to  farm  life  and  to  citizenship. 
Soon  after  reaching  his  majority  he  left  home 
and,  deciding  to  follow  his  father’s  vocation,  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres  not  far  from  his 
present  one,*l3Ut  sold  out  a  year  later  and  invested 
the  amount  realized  in  eighty  acres  northeast  of 
his  present  home;  he  improved  this  farm  and 
dwelt  thereon  for  some  thirteen  years.  A  favor¬ 
able  oppoi'tunity  of  selling  the  place  caused  him 
to  dispose  of  it  and  in  its  stead  he  bought  what 
is  known  as  the  old  Bowman  Farm,  a  place  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  On  the  expiration 
of  two  years  he  again  sold  out  and  rented  the 
Shackleford  Homestead  for  two  years.  When 
he  had  decided  where  to  make  his  future  location 
he  purchased  one  hundred  acres,  on  which  he  has 
since  made  his  home. 

February  i,  1872,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Scho¬ 
field  and  Rebecca  J.  Brest,  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  celebrated  in  this  county.  She  was 
born  IMarch  27,  1847,  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  Brest,  likewise  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State,  who  came  to  this  section  some  thirty  years 
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ago  and  are  still  honored  residents  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  The  home  of  our  subject  has  been  graced 
by  nine  children,  as  follows:  Roza,  born  January 
30,  1874,  died  October  28,  1887;  Sarah  Lena, 
born  March  6,  1876,  married  W.  B.  Ingraham  and 
lives  near  the  old  home;  Ira  T.,  born  June  27, 
1878,  assists  in  the  management  of  his  father’s 
farm;  one  died  in  infancy  (unnamed);  John  R., 
born  October  ii,  1882,  died  November  8,  1887; 
Alma,  born  May  18,  1885;  Bessie,  born  October 
3,  1887;  Lotta  E.,  born  September  3,  1891; 
Charles,  bom  September  i,  1892.  The  elder  chil¬ 
dren  have  received  good  common-school  educa¬ 
tions  and  are  thus  better  fitted  for.  the  future  than 
was  their  father  when  he  set  out  to  fight  life’s  bat¬ 
tles.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  | 

In  the  fall  of  1863  Mr.  Schofield  enlisted  in  j 
Company  D,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  of  Missouri 
Militia,  under  Col.  Reeding  and  Capt.  Lewis.  He 
was  called  into  action  on  several  occasions  and 
was  stationed  at  La  Grange,  where  the  company 
was  finally  disbanded  in  1865.  Since  he  reached 
his  majority  he  has  stood  firmly  by  the  Republi¬ 
can  party  and  is  well  qualified  to  expound  and  de¬ 
fend  his  views  on  good  government. 


JAMES  W.  HUNTER,  whose  home  was  for 
many  years  on  a  farm  located  in  Towmship 
54,  Range  2,  Pike  County,  w-as  a  man  of  up¬ 
right  and  sterling  character.  He  was  kind  and 
indulgent  to  his  family,  a  good  friend  and  a  re¬ 
spected  member  of  the  community.  His  hos¬ 
pitality  and  his  liberal  support  of  all  wmrthy  en¬ 
terprises  were  among  his  prominent  qualities, 
and  in  numberless  small  ways  he  endeared  him¬ 
self  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Eor 
forty  years  he  was  the  leading  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  about 
half  of  that  time  was  a  Ruling  Elder.  His  death, 
which  occurred  December  27,  1888,  was  indi¬ 
rectly  caused  by  injuries  received  in  a  runaway 
accident  some  two  years  before.  His  hosts  of 
friends  hold  his  memory  in  tender  regard  and 
feel  that  his  death  was  a  public  loss. 


Mr.  Hunter  was  born  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  south  of  the  homestead  on  which  his  widow 
resides,  June  19,  1835.  He  was  one  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  three  of  whom  are  living,  wdiose  parents 
were  William  and  America  (Fry)  Hiinter.  The 
father  w^as  born  in  Kentucky  in  1811,  and  in 
early  manhood  moved  with  his  parents  to  Mis¬ 
souri.  Having  learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  he 
followed  the  business  more  or  less  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  He  was  married  in  1833,  and 
after  some  years  of  happy  life  spent  in  this  county 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Ralls  County,  and 
for  ten  or  twelve  years  resided  near  Madisonville. 
He  died  August  i,  1888,  at  the  home  where  he 
had  lived  for  some  time,  situated  on  Noix  Creek, 
this  county. 

After  having  acquired  a  good  common-schc'ol 
education  J.  W.  Hunter  determined  to  give  him¬ 
self  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and,  as  he  had  no 
capital,  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  few 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  carefully  husbanded 
his  resources,  living  frugally,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1869  he  found  himself  in  a  position  to  own  a 
farm  of  his  owm.  This  proved  a  turning  point  in 
his  history,  and  thenceforward  his  success  was 
assured. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  especially  fortunate  in  his 
choice  of  a  wdfe,  wdio  was  ]\Iiss  Edna  Carroll,  a 
lady  of  good  education,  refinement  and  womanly 
tact;  they  w'ere  married  March  4,  1869,  and  eight 
children  came  to  bless  their  union.  Three  of  the 
number  were  summoned  by  the  reaper,  death, 
within  the  short  space  of  three  months,  and  those 
who  remain  to  comfort  the  bereaved  wife  and 
mother  comprise  two  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Ena,  wife  of  Homer  Dudley,  a  progressive 
young  farmer,  who  are  the  parents  of  one  child; 
HowArd  C.  and  Hobart,  promising  young  men, 
aged  twenty-three  and  eighteen  years  respect¬ 
ively;  Eva,  now’  in  her  fourteenth  year;  Lizzie,  a 
bright  little  girl  of  six  years.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Hunter  were  Lewellen  and  Elizabeth  (Stark)  Car- 
roll.  The  former  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Carroll 
and  brother  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  IM.  Carroll, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewdiere  in  this  volume. 
Elizabeth  was  the  daughter  of  James  Stark,  of 
Revolutionary  fame. 


ROBERT  L.  BOWLES. 
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ROBERT  L  BOWLES. 


Robert  L.  BOWLES,  President  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  Palmyra,  Mo.,  was 
born  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  October  22, 
1832.  His  father,  Robert  Bowles,  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  born  in  1788,  and  was  by  trade  a  stone¬ 
mason,  though  usually  occupied  in  farming. 
When  our  subject  was  but  six  years  old  the  family 
removed  to  Kentucky,  and  the  father  died  in 
Bourbon  County  when  about  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.  The  grandfather  Bowles  was  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer.  He  moved 
to  Kentucky  in  1794  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Bourbon  County,  where  he  died  at  a  good  old  age. 
He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  mother,  Anna  (Forman)  Bowles,  was  born 
in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  and  died  at  her  daugh¬ 
ter’s,  in  Marion  County,  Mo.,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years.  Her  father,  William  Forman,  better 
known  as  “Lick”  Forman,  was  born  in  Kentucky 
and  moved  to  Marion  County,  Mo.,  in  1818,  lo¬ 
cating  in  the  western  part.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  county  and  died  on  a  farm 
where  he  located  on  his  arrival  in  the  county.  He 
was  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers 
in  Marion  County. 

Robert  Bowles  and  Annie  Forman  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Kentucky.  They  came  to  Marion  County, 
Mo.,  in  1819,  but  returned  to  Kentucky  the  same 
year,  never  unloading  their  wagon.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six 
daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  William  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years;  Elizabeth  and  Emerine  are  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Socrates,  yet  residing  in  Kentucky; 
Eleanor  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Taylor  of  Marion 
County;  Zerilda  and  Mary  Jane  are  deceased; 


John  M.,  of  Marion  County,  Mo.;  Frances,  widow 
of  Westley  Forman,  of  Kentucky;  Robert  L.,  our 
subject;  and  David  H.,  deceased. 

Robert  L.  Bowles  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  State  and  remained  at  home,  assisting  in 
the  farm  work  and  attending  school  as  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered,  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
then  started  out  for  himself  and  engaged  to  drive 
stock  to  various  markets,  for  which  he  received 
$15.00  per  month.  He  continued  in  this  employ¬ 
ment  for  five  years,  his  wages  being  increased 
from  time  to  time,  until  he  received  $150.00  per 
month  and  expenses.  When  about  twenty-six 
years  of  age  he  commenced  buying  and  shipping 
stock  on  his  own  account,  in  which  business  he 
continued  until  1861.  He  was  at  Macon,  Ga., 
when  the  first  gun  was  fired  at  Fort  Sumter.  Re¬ 
turning  home  in  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B.  of  W. 
C.  P.  Breckinridge’s  Battalion,  which  became  at¬ 
tached  to  the  command  of  John  H.  Morgan.  In 
1863  Breckinridge’s  Battalion  was  consolidated 
with  R.  G.  Stoner’s  Battalion  and  formed  the 
Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Col. 
W.  C.  P.  Breckinridge.  When  the  two  Battalions 
were  consolidated,  the  Company  of  our  subject 
became  Company  C.  Mr.  Bowles,  who  was  then 
Second  Lieutenant,  was  promoted  to  be  First 
Lieutenant,  which  position  he  held  until  his  dis¬ 
charge  in  1865. 

On  the  close  of  the  war,  Lieut.  Bowles  engaged 
in  his  usual  business,  in  Kentucky,  and  continued 
in  the  same  in  1873,  when  he  came  direct  to  Pal¬ 
myra,  Mo.,  where  he  had  formerly  bought  land 
and  has  since  resided  here  and  been  engaged  in 
the  stock  and  other  business.  He  became  one  of 
the  Directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  in  1885, 
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and  was  elected  President  of  the  same  in  1892. 
The  bank  has  a  capital  stock  of  $60,000.  J.  W. 
Proctor  is  Cashier. 

In  December,  1888,  Mr.  Bowles  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Kate  Stribling,  bom  in  \^ir- 
ginia.  Ill.,  and  a  daughter  of  I^Iilton  Stribling,  of 
Cass  County,  in  that  State.  i\Ir.  Bowles  is  a 
member  of  iNIarion  Lodge,  Xo.  31,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  same.  He 
is  the  largest  land  owner  in  the  county,  and  has 
now  about  five  thousand  acres  of  land  in  iMarion 
County.  He  has  about  six  hundred  acres  in  corn 
at  this  time  (the  summer  of  1895).  He  is  still  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  stock  business,  handling  from  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  head  yearly.  Suc¬ 
cess  has  crowned  his  efforts  in  life,  and  all  that 
he  has  was  secured  by  good  management  and 
careful  attention  to  the  details  of  his  business. 
His  credit  has  always  been  A  Xo.  i,  and  his  word 
as  good  as  his  bond. 


JAMES  J-  JARiMAX.  It  is  impossible  in  a 
brief  biographical  sketch  to  render  full  jus¬ 
tice  to  prominent  men,  and  yet  there  are 
some  who  are  so  intimately  connected  and  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  county’s  welfare,  and  whose  names 
are  so  familiar  to  all,  that  it  is  only  justice  to 
dwell  upon  what  they  have  done  and  the  influence 
of  their  career  upon  others,  not  as  empty  words  of 
l)raise,  but  as  the  plain  statement  of  a  plain 
truth.  To  this  class  belongs  Mr.  Jarman,  one  of 
the  large  land  owners  of  Ralls  County,  who  is  at 
present  District  Road  Overseer.  His  estate  is 
located  on  Section  35,  Saline  Township,  and  is 
four  hundred  acres  in  extent. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Md.,  April  10,  1847,  to  Thomas  and  Sally  (Jar¬ 
man)  Jarman,  who,  although  bearing  the  same 
name,  were  not  relatives.  The  father  was  like¬ 
wise  a  native  of  ^Maryland  and  died  in  1853  when 
forty-eight  year  old.  His  wife  was  born  in  the 
same  state  and  passed  away  in  1865,  when  in  her 
forty-fifth  year.  They  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
Maryland,  where  they  were  well-to-do  farmers 


and  prominent  people  of  their  locality.  They 
were  members  in  good  standing  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Ironside  Baptist  Church.  In  poli¬ 
tics,  the  father  was  a  Democrat,  stanch  and  true. 

To  Thomas  and  Sally  Jarman  there  \vere  born 
seven  children.  Among  these  were  James  J.,  of 
this  sketch;  Sally  ]M.,  the  wife  of  Garrison 
X^ichols,  a  farmer  and  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  faith,  of  Worcester  County,  Md.  He 
was  also  a  talented  musician  and  taught  with  suc¬ 
cess;  jMary  C.,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
[Minus  Brettingham,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Worcester  County,  IMd.,  where  he  is  a  prominent 
merchant. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  in  [Maryland,  remaining  there  un¬ 
til  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  to 
make  a  name  and  fortune.  He  came  West,  and 
selecting  [Missouri  as  his  location,  settled  first  in 
Monroe  County,  where  he  worked  out  on  farms 
by  the  month.  After  a  year  spent  in  this  way  he 
went  to  Paris  and  obtained  employment  working 
on  the  railroad.  He  was  married  about  this  time 
and  renting  a  farm  in  [Marion  County,  moved 
upon  it  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  its  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  was  very  prosperous  from  the  first, 
and  in  that  short  time  had  saved  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  enable  him  to  become  owner  of  land 
for  himself.  He  then  purchased  a  portion  of  his 
present  estate,  and,  as  he  prospered,  added  to 
the  same  until  to-day  his  estate  includes  four 
hundred  broad  and  fertile  acres.  Although  [Mr. 
Jarman  was  permitted  to  attend  school  for 
only  a  short  time,  the  training  which  he  received 
in  farm  work  was  thorough  and  has  proved  to 
be  very  beneficial,  for  without  that  knowledge  he 
could  never  have  made  the  success  which  has 
been  his  in  farming. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  this  county,  in 
1870,  to  Miss  Zena  Timmons,  who  was  born  in 
[Maryland,  [May  ri,  1850,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
McKinnie  and  [Mary  C.  (Griffin)  Timmons,  also 
natives  of  Maryland,  where  they  lived  until  1868. 
That  year  they  came  to  Ralls  County,  [Mo.,  and 
settling  in  Elizabethtown,  made  that  place  their 
home  until  1870,  when  they  went  to  Paris,  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  where  they  resided  until  their  de- 
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cease,  in  the  month  of  January,  1870,  just  three 
weeks  apart.  The  father  was  aged  sixty-seven 
and  the  mother  forty-eight  years.  They  were 
farmers  and  people  of  prominence,  active  in  all 
good  works  in  their  community.  After  removing 
to  Paris,  however,  they  lived  retired  from  active 
life.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
as  follows:  Jenkins  is  a  mechanic  of  Worcester 
County,  Md.,;  Mary  A.,  married  Benjamin  Bas¬ 
sett,  also  of  that  state ;  Amelia  became  the  wife  of 
George  Warren  of  Polk  County,  Mo.;  Nancv  is 
the  widow  of  Campbell  Massey,  formerly  of  Wi¬ 
comico  County,  Md.;  Laura  married  Thomas 
Timmons,  a  farmer  of  Wicomico  County;  Mattie, 
now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  James  Pane,  also 
of  that  county;  Belle  married  William  Beshears, 
also  of  Maryland;  John  is  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
Roda  married  Guy  Beshears,  a  farmer  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  Zena,  Mrs.  Jarman,  was  the  youngest. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
William  T.,  died  when  an  infant;  Annie  is  with 
her  parents,  and  Hilleary  L.,  is  also  at  home.  Mr. 
Jarman  has  been  very  prominent  in  public  affairs 
and  in  1891  was  appointed  Road  Overseer,  which 
office  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles  and  has  ever  been  a  loyal 
citizen,  both  in  times  of  peace  and  war.  Relig¬ 
iously,  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  gives 
liberally  of  his  means.  He  is  well  known 
throughout  the  community  as  a  man  honest,  up¬ 
right  and  warm-hearted.  Mr.  Jarman  is  a  man  of 
fine  physicpie,  his  standard  weight  being  380 
pounds. 


HOMAS  V.  HUMMELL  is  a  hero  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  having  served  for 
three  months  in  the  Iowa  State  Militia  and 
for  four  years  in  the  United  States  Army.  He 
participated  in  many  of  the  most  important  bat¬ 
tles  of  the  war  and  fought  valiantly  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Union.  He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  Marion  County,  having  arrived  here  in  1869, 
and  for  the  past  six  years  has  dwelt  on  Section  12, 


Township  59,  Range  8,  where  he  owns  a  desir¬ 
able  homestead.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word  and  in  all  his  endeavors 
has  been  greatly  assisted  by  his  faithful  wife. 

Jacob  Hummell,  father  of  the  above,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  was  married  to  Mary  Bar¬ 
ton,  a  native  of  Ohio,  while  on  his  way  westward 
with  his  parents.  He  was  by  trade  a  brickmaker 
and  manufactured  the  brick  used  in  the  first  build¬ 
ing  of  that  material  put  up  in  Henry  County, 
Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  section 
and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  1850;  his 
widow  is  still  living  in  Henry  County  and  is  now 
eighty-three  years  of  age.  They  have  seven 
sons,  namely:  Dennis,  John,  William,  Thomas, 
George,  Joseph  and  Henry. 

Thomas  V.  Hummell  was  born  in  Henry  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa,  September  23,  1845,  and  in  his  youth 
had  very  limited  school  advantages,  his  studies 
being  mainly  pursued  at  home.  Although  only 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  the  war  began  he  en¬ 
listed,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  in  Company  I,  Four¬ 
teenth  Iowa  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Warren  C. 
Jones  and  Col.  Shaw,  and  took  part  in  many 
minor  engagements,  skirmishes  and  in  seventeen 
well-known  battles,  among  which  were  those  of 
Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River;  Fort  Don- 
elson,  Shiloh,  luka,  Corinth,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Sa¬ 
bine  Cross-Roads.  In  1863  he  was  taken  sick, 
but  was  never  in  the  hospital  with  the  exception  of 
two  weeks.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Second  Lieutenant  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged,  in  August,  1865,  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 
The  only  injury  which  he  sustained  during  his 
service  was  a  slight  wound  in  the  ear,  a  scar  now 
marking  the  point. 

On  his  return  from  southern  battlefields  klr. 
Hummell  assisted  his  mother  on  the  farm  for  a 
year  and  in  August,  1866,  married  Elizabeth 
Wright,  who  was  born  at  Mount  Sterling,  Brown 
County,  Ill.,  in  March,  1847.  Her  parents,  Carl¬ 
ton  and  Mary  (Gibson)  Wright,  were  natives  of 
Illinois,  but  moved  to  Missouri  in  an  early  day, 
where  the  father  died;  the  mother  is  now  living 
in  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummell  have  been 
blessed  with  ten  children:  The  eldest,  Sadie,  is 
the  wife  of  Mick  Durricks  of  St.  Louis;  Lillie 
Belle  married  John  Claybrook  and  now  lives  in 


174 


PORTRAIT  and  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Lewis  County,  Mo.;  Mattie,  Pearl  and  Eva  May 
are  deceased;  the  others — Xellie  Ann,  Dora, 
Lizzie,  Goldie  G.  and  Jessie — are  at  home.  Mr. 
and  ]\Ir6.  Hummell  are  devout  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  in  their 
religious  and  social  relations  they  endeavor  con¬ 
stantly  to  put  into  practice  their  professions  and  to 
benefit  others  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hummell  bought  fif-  I 
teen  acres  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  year  moved  to  Appanoose  County,  in  the 
same  State,  engaging  in  farming  for  two  years 
longer.  In  1869  he  moved  to  this  county,  first 
settling  at  Emerson  and  continuing  to  live  there 
and  in  the  Town  of  Benbow  until  six  years  ago. 
At  that  time  he  bought  one  hundred  and  five 
acres,  his  present  farm,  and  now  has  sixty  acres 
under  cultivation,  making  corn,  wheat  and  oats 
the  principal  products,  in  addition  to  which  he 
raises  stock  sufficient  for  his  own  purposes.  Since 
becoming  a  voter  he  has  loyally  supported  the 
Republican  party. 


WILLIAiM  CRANE  is  an  example  of 
wbat  may  be  accomplished  by  a  man 
who  sets  forth  in  life  emptydianded 
but  determined  to  win  success,  if  perseverance 
and  industry  will  accomplish  that  result.  After 
years  of  toil  he  may  well  be  proud  of  the  prosper¬ 
ity  which  he  now  enjoys  and  of  his  beautiful 
farm,  which  is  located  in  Township  58,  Range  8, 
Marion  County.  Since  1857  the  place  has  been 
in  his  possession,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  it,  for 
his  original  purchase  comprised  less  than  half  of 
his  present  farm.  The  cause  of  education  has 
ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  for  several 
years  he  served  as  School  Director  in  his  home 
district. 

Talton  L.  Crane,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Virginia  and  moved  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  married  Miss  Polly  Biggies,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  North  Carolina.  In  1839  Crane 
.sold  out  his  Kentucky  possessions,  as  two  of  his 
children  were  then  living  in  this  county,  and  the 
same  fall  he  started  to  make  the  journey  with 


teams.  When  nearly  four  weeks  had  elapsed  he 
arrived  here  and  settled  near  Philadelphia,  where 
he  rented  the  iMcCormick  Farm,  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres;  four  years  later  he  moved 
to  the  Dr.  Anderson  Farm,  six  miles  east  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  His  last  years  were  spent  on  the  Bark¬ 
ley  Farm,  where  his  demise  occurred  in  June, 
1849;  wife  died  in  Januar)^  1844. 

William  Crane  is  one  of  seventeen  children, 
who  are  named  as  follows:  George  M.,  a  farmer  of 
this  township,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Frances 
Marshall;  Betsey,  who  married  Asa  Bottoms  in 
1857  and  died  in  August,  1879;  Matilda,  wife  of 
Cyrus  Powell  of  L'nion  Township;  Thomas  J., 
who  married  Eliza  Orange  (he  and  his  wife  are 
now  deceased);  Theodocia  (deceased),  wife  of 
James  Marshall  (also  deceased);  Taylor,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Robert,  a  farmer  who  married  Susan 
Davidson;  William  C. ;  Calvin  (deceased),  wliose 
widow,  Catherine  C.,  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Webb  of  Palmyra;  James,  who  first  married 
Catherine  Taylor  and  subsequently  Martha  Mor¬ 
gan  and  is  now  a  farmer  of  Ray  County,  Mo.; 
Joel,  of  Sonoma  County,  Cal.,  whose  wife,  G. 
Davidson,  is  deceased;  Richard,  also  of  Sonoma 
County,  Cal.,  who  married  IMiss  Nancy  Patton; 
Cyrus,  who  wedded  Matilda  Pemberton  (now  de¬ 
ceased)  and  resides  near  Palmyra;  Cary  Allen, 
who  died  during  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg;  John, 
the  fourth  child,  wffio  married  Martha  Crane  (de¬ 
ceased)  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Palmyra; 
Charles,  who  died  about  1840,  aged  twelve  years; 
Nelson  L.,  who  married  Clara  Allen  and  now  lives 
near  Philadelphia,  Mo. 

The  birth  of  William  Crane  occurred  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Ky.,  IMay  18,  1824.  He  lent  his 
assistance  to  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-six  years  old,  when  he  went  to  Morgan 
County,  Ill.,  and  worked  for  a  farmer  about  six 
months;  returning  to  Marion  County  he  operated 
a  farm  for  himself  in  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law  until  1849.  April  18  of  that  year  he  and 
William  Muldro  of  Philadelphia  started  with  a 
party  of  some  thirty-two  persons  for  the  West. 
In  the  train  were  fourteen  wagons,  one  being 
drawn  by  two  horses,  while  one  hundred  and 
twelve  oxen  were  used  for  the  others.  The  party 
crossed  the  IMissouri  River  at  St.  Joseph  and 
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stopped  at  Fort  Kearney  on  the  Platte  River;  at 
Fort  Laramie  they  took  what  was  known  as  Fre¬ 
mont’s  Route.  At  Coal  Springs,  Cal.,  the  com¬ 
pany  broke  up,  selling  out  their  possessions  and 
everyone  struck  out  for  himself.  William  Crane 
with  his  brothers  went  to  Peru,  Cal.,  and  there 
engaged  in  mining  until  1851,  when  on  account  of 
poor  health  he  started  for  home,  taking  the  Pana¬ 
ma  Route.  In  crossing  the  isthmus  he  paid  six¬ 
teen  dollars  for  the  privilege  of  riding  a  mule 
twenty  miles,  and  then  taking  a  skif¥  went  down 
the  Chagres  River  to  its  mouth;  from  there  he 
took  passage  on  a  ship  for  New  Orleans. 
When  he  arrived  at  home  he  found  that  his  father 
had  died  during  his  absence,  and  for  a  year  he 
worked  near  Palmyra.  The  following  four  years 
he  and  his  brother  Thomas  worked  a  farm  on 
shares  and  during  this  period  the  former  made 
two  visits  to  Kentucky  and  persuaded  his  sister, 
who  was  then  living  in  Washington  County,  to 
move  to  Missouri. 

January  18,  1859,  William  Crane  married  Hetty 
Frances  Pettit,  who  was  born  March  21,  1837, 
Washington  County,  Ky.  Her  parents,  William 
H.  and  Ann  (Marshall)  Pettit,  were  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  respectively,  the  former 
having  been  born  in  1803  and  the  latter  in  1808. 
The  last  year  of  Mr.  Pettit’s  life  was  passed  in 
Knox  County,  Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
his  death  occurring  Februarj^  27,  1895;  his  wife 
died  October  21,  1889.  Of  their  twelve  children 
seven  are  deceased,  namely:  IMary  A.,  Thomas 
M.,  Eliza  J.,  Harriet  C.,  Mildred  T.,  Robert  R. 
and  William  H.;  Martha  Elizabeth  married  Jacob 
O’Brien,  who  was  killed  during  the  war,  and  her 
home  is  now  in  Texas;  Sarah  Margaret  married 
Edward  Priest  and  is  a  resident  of  Philadelphia, 
this  county;  Lucy  M.,  wife  of  Julian  Gibbons, 
lives  in  Topeka,  Kan.;  Susan  E.  married  Madison 
Gupton,  a  farmer  of  Warren  Township. 

After  his  marriage  William  Crane  rented  sev¬ 
eral  farms  in  this  county  during  a  period  of  eleven 
years,  but  in  1867  he  purchased  seventy-eight 
acres  of  his  homestead  and  subsequently  bought 
a  tract  of  thirty-eight  acres  adjoining,  now  owning 
altogether  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres;  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  acres  are  under  cuhivation, 
corn,  wheat  and.  oats  being  the  chief  products,  Mr, 


Crane  has  always  used  his  influence  in  behalf  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  like  a  true  citizen  en¬ 
deavors  to  do  his  duty  to  his  country  and  to  his 
fellow-men. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Annie  IMary,  wife  of  John  W. 
Roy,  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  Mo.;  William  Lee 
(unmarried),  a  farmer  of  this  township;  John  W., 
who  married  Nanny  Simmons,  rents  a  farm  not 
far  from  his  father’s  home;  Thomas  J.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Bernie  Gupton  and  lives  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood;  Gertie  C.,  Ora  and  Nellie  D.,  who  are  at 
home.  The  children  have  received  good  com¬ 
mon-school  educations  and  several  of  the  older 
ones  have  taught  successfully  in  the  county 
schools.  The  family  are  all  identified  with  the 
Baptist  Church  and  are  greatly  interested  in  re¬ 
ligious  work. 


Edwin  B.  hicks,  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Eagg,  Ball  &  Hicks,  prominent 
lawyers  of  Louisiana,  was  born  in  Pike 
County,  Mo.,  March  26,  1870.  His  parents  were 
James  N.  and  Cassandria  (Elgin)  Hicks,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  w'as  born  in  Virginia.  James  N. 
Hicks  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  in 
his  native  State,  when  he  came  west  to  St.  Loais, 
Mo.,  with  his  parents,  and  shortly  afterward  be¬ 
came  interested  in  steamboating;  he  worked  his 
way  up  from  one  post  to  another  until  he  was 
Captain  of  a  vessel  which  plied  the  Mississippi 
for  several  years.  He  later  owned  a  ferry  at 
Clarksville  and  was  also  engaged  in  merchandis¬ 
ing  at  that  place.  His  death  occurred  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1880,  and  was  a  great  blow  to  the  community, 
for  in  him  they  lost  one  of  their  most  progressive 
residents.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and 
later  joined  the  American  party;  in  1876  he  sup¬ 
ported  Tilden.  He  was  prominent  in  politics, 
and  at  one  time  served  the  people  as  County 
Judge.  In  religious  affairs  he  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mrs.  Cassandria  Hicks  was  born  in  Pike 
County,  IMo.,  and  died  at  Clarksville  in  June, 
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1879,  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  She  also 
belonged  to  the  Christian  Church.  By  her  union 
with  Mr.  Hicks  she  became  the  mother  of  a  large 
family  of  children,  thirteen  in  number,  of  whom 
only  five  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
They  were:  iMary  V.,  wife  of  E.  Gitthens,  of  St. 
Louis;  Anna  (Mrs.  John  A.  Freed),  of  that  city; 
Emett  J.,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Canyon  City, 
Ore.;  Edwin  B.,  of  this  sketch;  Nannie,  of  St. 
Louis. 

Our  subject  first  attended  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  county,  making  his  home  with  an 
aunt  until  a  lad  of  fifteen;  he  was  then  sent  to 
McCune’s  College,  Louisiana,  where  he  was  a 
student  for  one  year,  when  he  entered  William 
Jewell  College,  Liberty,  ]\Io.  There  he  carried 
on  his  studies  for  two  years,  taking  a  part  of  the 
Senior  course.  Young  Hicks  then  taught  school 
at  his  old  home  in  Pike  County  during  the  win¬ 
ter  seasons  of  three  years;  the  rest  of  the  time  was 
spent  in  the  law  office  of  Fagg  &  Ball,  and,  when 
admitted  to  the  bar  (Jilarch  7,  1892)  before  Judge 
Hughes,  he  opened  an  office  in  Louisiana,  having 
for  his  partner  Ras  Pearson.  During  that  same 
year  he  was  elected  City  Attorney  and  re¬ 
elected  in  the  spring  of  1893,  and  was  a  candidate 
for  the  office  in  1894  and  1895,  but  was  defeated. 
February  26,  1895,  he  was  taken  into  partnership 
with  his  former  preceptors,  the  firm  now  doing 
business  under  the  style  of  Fagg,  Ball  &  Hicks. 
He  is  a  very  clever  young  attorney,  well  read, 
and  gives  promise  of  a  brilliant  future  in  the  pro¬ 
fession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  college  fraternity, 
Ka-pa-alpha,  and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P., 
No.  60. 


OSEPH  EDGAR  BOHON  was  born  on 
the  old  Bohon  Homestead,  Township  59, 
Range  8,  IMarion  County,  and  has  passed 
nearly  his  entire  life  in  this  locality.  After  his 
father’s  death  he  settled  on  forty  acres  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  had  been  willed  to  him,  and  to 
this  tract  he  afterward  added  forty  acres;  at  atT- 
other  time  he  purchased  twenty  acres  on  South 
Eabius  Creek  and  therefore  owns  altogether  one  ^ 


hundred  acres  in  this  county.  He  has  made 
various  improvements  since  coming  into  posses¬ 
sion  of  this  place,  which  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township.  He  has  always  been  a  good 
citizen  and  according  to  his  convictions  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  Republican  party  at  all  times.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  but 
is  not  now  connected  with  any  society. 

A  son  of  Reuben  L.  and  IMary  Ann  (Thrail- 
keld)  Bohon,  our  subject  is  the  fifth  of  their  ten 
children.  The  parents  were  natives  of  IMercer 
County,  Ky.,  and  always  followed  an  agricultural 
life.  In  1843  they  came  by  boat  to  ]\Iissouri  and 
took  up  their  abode  on  Section  16,  where  the 
father  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  At 
one  time  he  owned  six  hundred  acres,  which  were 
divided  among  his  heirs  at  his  demise.  He  made 
all  the  improvements  on  the  old  homestead, 
clearing  the  same,  as  it  was  originally  almost  cov- 
:  ered  with  timber.  His  death  occurred  Alarch  17, 
j  1894,  his  good  wife  preceding  him  to  the  silent 
'  land  on  April  13,  1888.  Their  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  are  named  as  follows:  IMattie 
E.,  iMary  R.,  Georgia  Ann,  John  William,  Joseph 
E.,  jMarcella  P.,  IMerrill  W.,  jMarion  L.,  Reuben 
D.  and  Ella  D.  Three  of  the  children  received 
high-school  educations,  while  the  others  attended 
the  common  schools. 

Joseph  E.  Bohon  was  born  December  29,  1846, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  usual  manner  of 
country  youths,  giving  such  assistance  to  his 
father  as  was  in  his  power.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  reached  his  majority, 
when  he  went  to  Cheyenne,  Wy.,  and  worked 
on  the  U.  P.  R.  R.  for  about  five  months; 
then  he  returned  home  and  until  1869  found  em¬ 
ployment  in  Benbow,  Marion  County.  Next  go¬ 
ing  to  Cass  County,  Ill.,  he  engaged  in  farming 
there  for  some  ten  months,  after  wdiich  he  came 
again  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  managing  his  farm. 

December  21,  1871,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Susan  May,  daughter  of  Abraham 
I  and  Sarah  E.  Bohon,  the  former  deceased,  and  the 
latter  a  resident  of  Lewis  County,  ]\Io.  Mrs. 
Joseph  E.  Bohon  was  bom  in  Marion  County  and 
died  here  February  24,  1877,  leaving  a  daughter, 
Eva  L.,  who  married  William  Broughton  and  re- 
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sides  in  Stearns  County,  Minn.  Another  child 
born  of  this  union  died  in  infancy.  April  3,  1879, 
Mr.  Bohon  married  Josephine  Virginia  Evans, 
who  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Mo.,  May  10, 
1857.  Her  parents,  George  M.  and  Charlotte 
(Meeker)  Evans,  are  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Columbus,  Ohio,  respectively,  but  at  an  early  day 
they  settled  in  Knox  County,  Mo.,  and  are  still 
living  there.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Bohon 
has  had  five  children,  namely:  Birdie  Bell,  born 
September  23,  1883;  Lottie  Lee,  born  January 
15,  1886;  Warren  Eddy,  born  November  22, 
1890;  Estella  Maude,  born  February  19,  1892; 
one  that  died  in  infancy  (unnamed).  Mr.  and 
jMrs.  Bohon  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  are  always  glad  to  aid  the  poor  and 
needy  in  any  possible  way. 


WILLIAM  CLARK  is  one  of  the  old 
residents  of  Township  58,  Range  8, 
Marion  County,  and  was  born  in  War¬ 
ren  Township,  January  7,  1832.  He  erected  the 
house  in  which  he  now  dwells  in  1886  and  has 
made  many  substantial  improvements  on  his  farm. 
In  former  years  he  raised  stock  extensively,  but 
now  he  has  given  up  to  his  sons  most  of  the  active 
duties  of  the  farm  management. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and 
Mary  (Van  Skike)  Clark,  natives  of  Mason  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.  The  father  owned  a  farm  there  which  he 
cultivated  until  1831,  when  he  moved  to  Missouri 
with  his  father-in-law.  Mr.  Clark  settled  near 
Woodland,  where  he  boug'ht  land  and  remained 
for  five  years;  then  selling  out  he  purchased 
another  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
northwest  of  Woodland,  where  he  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1875.  His  wife  pre¬ 
ceded  him  to  the  grave  by  two  years.  Their  fam¬ 
ily  comprised  nine  children,  as  follows:  Samuel, 
who  married  Margaret  Anderson  (since  deceased") 
and  now  lives  about  a  mile  south  of  Palmyra; 
Robert  M.,  who  married  Jane  Gosney  and  resides 
near  Honeywell,  this  county;  John,  who  died  in 
his  fifth  year;  William,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  E.  (deceased),  wife  of  William  Vannoy  (also 


deceased) ;  Elizabeth  (deceased),  formerly  wife  of 
Thomas  Gamer;  Sarah  (Mrs.  Elias  Tuley)  of 
Monroe  City;  James  D.,  whose  wife  was  former¬ 
ly  Jessie  Valliant,  is  a  graduate  of  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  College,  and  is  engaged  in  practice  in 
Palmyra;  Marion,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  boyhood  of  William  Clark  was  passed  un¬ 
der  his  father’s  roof,  his  time  being  spent  in  ac¬ 
quiring  an  education  and  in  lending  such  assist¬ 
ance  to  his  seniors  as  he  was  able  to  give.  At 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  went  to  Mercer 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  ninety 
acres,  one  of  his  brothers  following  his  example. 
For  seven  years  he  lived  on  his  land  and  improved 
the  farm,  then  he  returned  to  this  county  and 
rented  a  farm  for  a  year,  after  which  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  his  present  farni; 
a  portion  of  this  is  covered  with  timber,  but  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
Mr.  Clark  has  used  practical  methods  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  place  and  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful.  He  has  never  held  township  offices,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  and  has  given  his  entire  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  business  interests.  His  right  of  fran¬ 
chise  has  always  been  used  in  favor  of  the  Democ¬ 
racy. 

While  a  resident  of  Mercer  County,  Mo.,  Mr. 
Clark  married  Paulina,  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Julia  (Flinn)  Tuley.  She  was  born  February  14, 
1837,  in  Franklin  County,  Ky.  Her  parents  were 
likewise  natives  of  Kentucky  and  moved  to  this 
county  in  1861;  the  mother  has  since  died  and 
Mr.  Tuley  married  our  subject’s  sister  Sarah. 
Mrs.  Paulina  Clark  died  in  this  county  October 
6,  1877.  March  8,  1880,  our  subject  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and 
whose  father,  Mitchell  Frogge,  settled  in  Scot¬ 
land  County,  Mo.,  in  1856,  where  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  farming  during  the  balance  of  his  life.  By 
his  first  marriage  Mr.  Clark  had  five  children,  as 
follows:  James  W.,  born  November  7,  i860,  mar¬ 
ried  Maggie  Gast  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  his 
father’s  homestead;  Charles,  born  July  21,  1863, 
married  Ella  Coons  and  is  a  farmer  of  this  neigh¬ 
borhood;  Julia  A.,  born  September  2,  1865,  mar¬ 
ried  Samuel  Pepper  and  resides  on  a  farm  five 
miles  northwest  of  her  father’s  estate;  Lewis  E., 
born  April  22,  1870,  and  Robert  E.  L.,  born  July 
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17,  1874,  are  assisting  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
fann.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  but  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  denomination.  They  are  worthy  peo¬ 
ple  and  possess  the  confidence  of  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 


JAMES  A.  B.  McELROY,  JR.  Numbered 
among  the  enterprising  and  wealthy  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Ralls  County,  is  this  worthy 
citizen,  whose  place  of  abode  is  on  Section  18, 
Saline  Township.  He  received  fine  educational 
advantages  and  is  a  man  of  wide  reading  and 
general  information.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  but  has  never  been  desirous  of  holding 
public  positions. 

The  father  of  the  above  named  gentleman, 
James  A.  B.  McElroy,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Christian 
County,  Ky„  P'ebruary  28,  1828.  His  father, 
Abraham,  was  born  in  Washington  County,  that 
State,  and  died  in  December,  1852,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  In  Marion  County,  Ky.,  his  marriage 
with  Mary  Radford  of  Virginia  was  celebrated. 
She  died  in  1831,  aged  forty  years.  Our  subject’s 
grandfather  moved  to  IMarion  County,  i\Io.,  in 
1835,  settling  near  West  Ely  and  continued  to 
dwell  in  that  locality  the  rest.of  his  life.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  operating  a  farm  he  was  employed  to 
some  extent  in  building  bridges.  By  his 
marriage  he  had  the  following  children:  John  L., 
a  farmer  of  this  township;  Saphria  A.,  widow  of 
John  Muldrow,  now  living  with  her  son,  John 
Jr.,  in  this  county;  Emily  J.,  deceased;  Mary  T., 
deceased,  formerly  wife  of  Rev.  I.  S.  Tommely  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Areaminta  and  Marion  J.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Benjamin  N.,  a  farmer  of  this  section; 
James  A.  B.;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  formerly  wife 
of  the  Rev.  B.  E.  S.  Ely,  of  Washington,  Iowa; 
Cisley,  wife  of  William  Randford,  a  farmer  of 
Christian  County,  Ky. 

In  1858  J.  A.  B.  McElroy,  Sr.,  married  Cordelia 
Finley,  who  was  born  in  Oldham  County,  Ky., 
December  27,  1831,  being  a  daughter  of  Warren 
and  Elizabeth  (Grimes)  Finley.  This  couple 


had  born  to  them  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
the  eldest  of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  narra¬ 
tive.  Elizabeth  A.,  married  John  C.  West  who 
owns  a  farm  in  Clay  Township,  Ralls  County; 
Mary  E.,  married  George  Turner,  a  thrifty  farmer 
of  this  section;  Warren  F.,  is  superintendent  of 
the  Hamilton  Brown  Shoe  Company  of  St.  Louis; 
Cordelia  F.,  is  the  wife  of  Shelton  M.  Hornback, 
who  is  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County.  The  father  of 
these  children  went  to  California  in  1849 
for  three  years  was  engaged  in  mining  enter¬ 
prises.  On  his  return  he  spent  the  summer  of 
1852  visiting  relatives  in  Kentucky.  After  man¬ 
aging  his  father’s  old  homestead  for  a  few  years 
he  brought  it  under  good  cultivation  and  in  a 
condition  to  sell  for  a  good  price.  In  1855  he 
became  a  resident  of  this  township,  and  in  March, 
1867,  moved  to  his  present  home  in  Clay  Town¬ 
ship.  He  now  owns  five  hundred  and  fifteen  and 
a  half  acres,  and  is  well  off  in  this  world’s  goods. 
In  his  youth  he  received  good  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  for  the  times  and  finished  his  higher 
studies  in  the  academy  at  West  Ely.  For  years 
he  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  now  holds  the  office  of  Elder.  Po¬ 
litically  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  McElroy,  Jr.,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  born  June  10,  i860,  in  Saline  Town¬ 
ship,  and  from  his  earliest  years  was  trained  in 
the  proper  management  of  a  farm.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  practical  ability  and  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  undertakings.  In  1889  he  purchased 
the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  which 
he  has  since  resided.  His  higher  education  was 
obtained  at  V an  Rensselaer  College. 

On  December  26,  1888,  Mr.  McElroy  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  James  P. 
and  Sarah  (Davis)  Moore,  to  Miss  Minnie  E., 
who  was  born  in  Saline  Township  in  October, 
1867.  Her  parents  were  married  in  Marion- 
County,  Mo.,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Ralls  County.  The  father  was  bom  in  Virginia 
but  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  At 
one  time  she  was  a  school  teacher  in  this  State. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  Laura,  wife  of  Robert 
McGowan,  a  veterinary  surgeon  of  this  county; 
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Annie,  widow  of  R.  E.  Shaw,  and  now  living  at 
the  home  of  our  subject;  John  R.,  who  is  in  the 
office  of  the  Wabash  Railroad  in  St.  Louis; 
Thomas  C.,  engaged  in  the  harness  business  in 
Hannibal;  James  P.,  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant 
of  Monroe  City,  Mo.,  and  Mrs.  MdElroy.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  but  one  child,  Geraldine, 
born  October  i6,  1892.  They  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  McElroy 
is  a  Deacon. 

Mr.  James  P.  Moore,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
McElroy,  was  born  in  Jesamine  County,  Ky., 
January  23,  1823.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Ann 
Priscilla  (Owens)  Moore,  who  were  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Mrs.  McElroy’s  great  grandparents,  John 
and  NanCy  (Priestly)  Moore,  lived  and  died  in 
Kentucky. 


Henry  L.  hart.  Mayor  of  Louisiana, 
Pike  County,  is  making  a  capable  official 
and  is  doing  much  toward  the  upbuilding 
and  beautifying  of  the  city.  He  has  been  very 
prominent  in  political  matters  of  the  local  Demo¬ 
cracy,  and  for  several  years  has  been  Chairman 
of  the  County  Executive  Committee.  He  has  at¬ 
tended  the  various  conventions  of  his  party  as 
a  delegate,  and  was  present  at  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  which  first  nominated  Cleveland  for  the 
Presidency.  In  a  business  way  he  is  very  pros¬ 
perous,  and  is  the  owner  of  valuable  farm  land  to 
the  extent  of  nearly  twelve  hundred  acres,  this 
being  located  in  Calumet  Township,  Pike 
County,*  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  property  in 
St.  Louis  and  other  places. 

Mr.  Hart  was  born  April  15,  1843,  Soetern, 
Germany,  being  a  son  of  Elias  Hart,  who  was  a 
stock-dealer  by  occupation.  He  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1852,  and  for  some  eight  years 
was  successfully  engaged  in  business  in  New 
York  State;  he  then  returned  to  the  Fatherland, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1862.  His  wife,  who 
before  her  marriage  was  Gertrude  Sterne,  was 
born  near  the  boundary  of  Switzerland  (in 
France)  and  died  in  Germany  on  the  old  home¬ 


stead  in  1874.  Her  five  children  were:  Maria, 
Lewis  (deceased);  Theresa,  wife  of  E.  Wolf,  and 
still  in  Germany;  Simon  E.,  a  resident  of  St.  Jo¬ 
seph,  Mo.;  bur  subject. 

Henry  L;  Hart  was  nine  years  of  age  when  he 
first  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  New  World,  and 
after  his  father  returned  to  Europe  he  remained  in 
New  York,  attending  school  in  the  metropolis. 
In  1861  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  enlisted,  in  de¬ 
fense  of  the  Union,  in  the  Second  Missouri  In¬ 
fantry  for  three  months’  service,  under  Col.  Mc- 
Neal.  Afterward  he  became  and  remained  a 
member  of  Gen.  Fremont’s  bodyguard  until  that 
General  was  superseded  by  Gen.  Hunter.  IMr. 
Hart  participated  in  the  battle  of  Springfield, 
under  Maj.  Zegonia,  having  the  rank  of  Orderly 
Sergeant;  he  was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Cavalry  Battalion  and  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  in  1863. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  vocations  of  life  IMr. 
Hart  opened  a  drug  store  in  Rolla,  Mo.,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Dr.  Spaun;  at  the  end  of  the  year 
he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and,  going  to  Macon, 
Mo.,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  there 
for  two  years.  After  living  in  Illinois  for  a  short 
time  he  settled  in  Louisiana  in  1865,  then  for  three 
years  he  conducted  a  dry  goods  business  in  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  when  he  sold  out  and  opened  a  gro¬ 
cery  in  Louisiana,  which  he  conducted  until  1873. 
For  one  year  he  was  interested  in  the  life  insur¬ 
ance  business  in  St.  Louis,  and  after  the  com¬ 
pany  became  insolvent  carried  on  a  drug  store  in 
Vandalia,  Mo.,  for  about  a  year. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hart  was  elected  Constable  and 
Deputy  Collector  of  Pike  County,  serving  as 
such  for  four  years.  He  then  entered  the  real 
estate  business  and  became  interested  in  a  box 
factory,  which  he  operated  for  two  years,  then 
selling  out.  He  was  elected  Mayor  in  1887,  serv¬ 
ing  for  two  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1895  ivas 
again  elected  to  the  office  on  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

In  1878  Mr.  Hart  commenced  to  quarry  stone 
and  take  contracts  for  the  same.  He  has  about 
one  hundred  acres  in  the  hills  surrounding  Lou¬ 
isiana,  which  contain  a  high  grade  of  limestone, 
and  for  cutting  the  same  he  has  a  steam  sawmill. 
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lie  ships  the  product  of  the  quarry  to  various  : 
parts  of  the  country  and  furnished  the  stone  for  ; 
the  wings  of  tlie  Capitol  at  Jefferson  City.  The 
C.  &  A.  R.  R.  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  at 
Louisiana  was  supplied  with  stone  from  this 
quarry  in  the  construction  of  the  piers,  and  many 
of  the  local  churches  and  depots,  as  well  as  other 
public  buildings,  have  been  made  of  this  particu¬ 
lar  stone.  Mr.  Hart  furnishes  many  carloads 
each  year  for  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
and  intermediate  places,  and  for  seventeen  years 
has  supplied  the  C.  &  A.  R.  R.  He  has  also  car¬ 
ried  out  contracts  with  the  Government  for  pub¬ 
lic  buildings,  bridges,  etc.  Five  hundred  acres 
of  his  Calumet  Township  farm  are  devoted  to  the 
raising  of  grain,  and  on  the  same  home.stead  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  Berkshire  and  Ches¬ 
ter  hogs  in  large  numbers. 

June  8,  1865,  Mr.  Hart  married  Sarah  J.,  | 
daughter  of  George  W.  Foster,  a  native  of  jMis- 
souri.  Mrs.  Hart  died  in  1885,  leaving  one  child, 
Stella,  now  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Moore.  December 
30,  1886,  ]\Ir.  Hart  wedded  Sarah  E.  Pitt,  who  i 
died  in  1889,  leaving  one  son,  Henry  L.,  Jr.  ]\Ir. 
Hart  was  married  again  June  25,  1890,  to  IMrs. 
Sarah  C.  Conlon,  daughter  of  Robert  Statts. 
iMrs.  Hart  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Persever¬ 
ance  Lodge  No.  92,  A.  F.  and  A.  ]\L;  Evening 
Star  Lodge  No.  28,  1.  O.  O.  E.;  Anchor  Lodge 
No.  67,  K.  of  P.,  and  also  is  identified  with  the 
Druids  Order  of  St.  Louis. 


Benjamin  bower  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  Township  58, 
Range  8,  IMarion  County.  He  has  been 
a  resident  of  this  district  for  the  past  twenty-eight 
years,  during  which  time  he  has  cultivated  the 
farm  on  which  he  is  living.  He  first  bought  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres  in  the  fall  of  1857  and  after¬ 
ward  purchased  sixty  acres  more.  His  homestead 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  is  well  improved 
and  one  of  the  best  to  be  found  in  the  oounty. 
Our  subject  is  one  of  twelve  children,  his  broth¬ 


ers  and  sisters  being  named  as  follows:  Moses, 
Ann,  Joel,  Elizabeth,  Andrew,  Hannah,  Leah, 
Reuben,  Jacob,  Harriet  and  Philip;  the  brothers 
are  deceased,  but  three  of  the  sisters — Hannah, 
Elizabeth  and  Harriet— survive.  The  parents  of 
these  children  were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Haynes) 
Bower,  both  natives  of  Adams  County,  Pa.  The 
father  was  long  an  agriculturist  in  the  county  of 
his  birth  and  in  another  Pennsylvania  county 
where  he  lived  several  years.  In  1830  he  moved 
to  Trirmbirll  County,  Ohio,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  some  twelve  years  later.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  about  a  decade,  being  called  to  her  final 
rest  in  1852.  His  father,  Andrew  Bowser,  lived 
and  died  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  the  latter  event 
occurring  wdien  he  had  attained  the  good  old  age 
of  eighty-five  years. 

Benjamin  Bow'er  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
Pa.,  November  17,  1811.  When  he  w'as  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  he  started  out  to  make  his  own 
w-ay  in  the  w^orld,  and  as  a  companion  and  help¬ 
meet  chose  IMiss  Ruby  Branch,^  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont.  She  died  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in 
1850,  leaving  six  children.  The  eldest,  Sylvia 
(deceased),  married  William  Philips,  wdio  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Dakota;  Cornelius  died  in  his  fifteenth 
year;  Henrietta  married  a  IMr.  Giltson,  and  after 
his  death  became  the  wdfe  of  John  Wilson,  now 
of  Wisconsin;  Henry  died  wdiile  in  the  army  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  Avar;  Ellen  was  twdee  married,  first  to 
a  Mr.  Patchen  and  after  his  death  to  a  !Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell  (since  deceased)  and  now  resides  in  Kansas; 
Eby  married  J.  Housmere  and  is  living  in  Ohio. 

In  1854  ]\Ir.  Bowser  sold  out  his  farm  in  the 
Buckeye  State  and  going  to  Jefferson  County, 
^Vis.,  bought  a  homestead,  whereon  he  resided 
until  1867.  Two  years  previously  (1865)  he  mar¬ 
ried  Annie  Hurst,  a  native  of  Gennany,  wdio  at 
an  early  age  had  come  to  the  United  States  wdth 
her  parents  and  settled  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.  The 
father  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  both  he  and  his 
wdfe  died  in  Lockport  many  years  ago.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Bower  lived  in  the  Badger  State, 
for  about  two  years  and  then  moved  to  Marion 
County,  ]\Io.,  wdiere  he  at  once  purchased  the 
farm  which  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  improv¬ 
ing.  Fie  has  never  given  much  attention  to  out¬ 
side  affairs  and  has  attended  strictly  to  his  owm 
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business  interests,  and  in  this  way  has  won  suc¬ 
cess. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Bower  and  his  present  wife 
was  graced  by  seven  children:  Julia,  born  on 
Christmas  Day,  1865,  married  Charles  Gregory 
and  lives  in  Sacramento,  Cal.;  the  next  child  died 
in  infancy  (unnamed);  Clarissa,  born  March  17, 
i86g,  married  John  Lafoe  of  this  township;  Sam¬ 
uel,  born  September  15,  1871,  has  full  charge  of 
his  father’s  farm;  Edward,  born  April  16,  1874, 
lives  near  Sacramento,  Cal.;  August,  born,  De¬ 
cember  13,  1876,  is  at  home;  Daisy  died  when 
two  years  of  age.  The  children  were  given  good 
common-school  educations  and  Julia  was  a 
school-teacher  for  some  time  in  this  county. 

Although  Mr.  Bower  did  not  enlist  in  the  serv¬ 
ice,  he  sent  his  son  Henry,  who  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Casswell  Guards,  Company  D,  Twenty- 
ninth  Wisconsin  Regiment,  and  his  life  was  of¬ 
fered  as  a  sacrifice  to  his  country  at  Vicksburg. 
The  first  Presidential  ballot  of  our  subject  was 
cast  for  Andrew  Jackson,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  always  given  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic 
party. 


ACKSON  ROUSE,  who  has  been  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  is  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  region  and  is  entitled 
to  credit  as  one  of  the  founders  of  its  present 
prosperity  and  prominence.  For  over  twenty 
years  he  has  owned  and  cultivated  his  homestead 
on  Section  32,  having  brought  it  into  a  fine  con¬ 
dition.  In  his  early  business  career  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  merchandising  but  since  the 
war  has  given  his  sole  attention  to  agricultural 
enterprises.  At  one  time,  while  conducting  a 
store  at  Crigler’s  Mill  in  this  township,  he  was 
Postmaster  of  the  place  and  on  several  occasions 
has  been  called  upon  to  settle  up  estates.  Those 
who  know  him  best  have  the  utmost  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  integrity. 

Born  October  g,  1832,  in  Boone  County,  Ky., 
Mr.  Rouse  is  a  son  of  Lovel  and  Eliza  (Barlow) 
Rouse,  The  father  was  born  in  Madison  County, 


Va.,  March  4,  1802,  while  the  mother,  likewise  a 
Virginian  by  birth,  was  born  in  November,  1806. 
With  their  separate  families  they  moved  at  an 
early  day  to  Boone  County  and  were  there  joined 
in  marriage.  June  21,  1834,  they  started,  with 
wagons  loaded  with  their  household  effects,  for 
Missouri,  one  of  their  teams  being  driven  by 
Nimrod  Morris,  who  afterward  returned  to  Ken¬ 
tucky.  The  family  of  Lovel  Rouse  comprised 
his  wife,  four  children,  his  parents,  and  widowed 
aunt  with  her  two  children,  and  an  uncle  and 
aunt  with  one  child.  They  all  settled  near  New¬ 
port,  on  the  Salt  River,  and  became  prominent 
pioneers.  In  November,  1856,  Mr.  Rouse  moved 
to  the  edge  of  Township  56,  Range  7,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1872  went  to  Monroe  City,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  April  ii,  1884.  His 
widow  broke  up  housekeeping  and  lived  with 
her  children  from  that  time  onward  until  her 
death,  which  event  occurred  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ely,  in  this  township,  in  February, 
i8g4.  The  father  was  a  wealthy  man  and  owned 
upward  of  a  thousand  acres  of  land  besides  slaves 
and  other  valuable  property.  He  was  a  leader  in 
his  home  neighborhood  and  was  held  in  the  high¬ 
est  respect  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South  and  in  his  political  re¬ 
lations  was  a  Democrat. 

The  marriage  of  Lovel  and  Eliza  Rouse  was 
blessed  with  seven  sons  and  five  daughters  in 
order  of  birth  as  follows:  Frances,  wife  of  Jacob 
Wilson,  a  retired  farmer  of  this  township ;  Henry, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Polly,  deceased,  wife  of 
Jacob  Rouse,  also  deceased;  Robert,  a  retired 
agriculturist  of  this  vicinity;  Jackson,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch;  Jacob,  a  retired  farmer  and 
resident  of  Monroe  City;  IMartin  L.,  deceased; 
Sarah  A.,  who  died  in  infancy;  IMary  H.,  wife  of 
H.  W.  Ely,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Saline 
Township;  John  W.,  a  banker  of  Bucklin,  IMo. ; 
Annie  E.  and  Louisa  V.,  who  have  long  since 
passed  away. 

To  all  intents  and  purposes  klr.  Rouse  is  one 
of  the  native  sons  of  Saline  Township,  as  he  was 

I  but  two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  dwell  here. 

'  He  resided  with  his  parents  until  reaching  his  ma^ 
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jority,  when  he  started  forth  to  paddle  his  own  ’ 
canoe  and  for  three  months  worked  in  a  sawmill,  i 
He  then  moved  to  the  farm  which  had  been  given  j 
him  by  his  father  for  services  rendered,  and  two  | 
years  subsequently,  finding  a  good  purchaser, 
sold  out.  He  invested  the  sum  which  he  realized 
in  a  farm  adjoining  his  present  homestead  and  [ 
after  cultivating  the  place  for  six  years  sold  that 
one  also.  From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war 
he  w'as  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  store  at  Crig- 
ler’s  IMill,  meeting  with  fair  success  for  those 
days  of  interrupted  trade.  In  1865  he  purchased 
a  farm  on  Indian  Creek,  Saline  Towmship,  and  in  | 
1872  was  a  clerk  in  a  merchandise  store  in  Mon¬ 
roe  City  for  about  twelve  months.  He  then  de¬ 
cided  to  settle  down  permanently  as  an  agricul¬ 
turist  and  bought  the  farm  which  he  has  since 
managed,  at  present  owning  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  acres. 

The  marriage  of  Jackson  Rouse  and  Susan 
F.  Jones  took  place  November  22,  1852.  Mrs. 
Rouse  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Va.,  May 
20,  1835,  being  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  W.  (Willheight)  Jones,  both  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  former  died  in  1837  when  only 
twenty-seven  years  of  age  and  the  latter  in  1872 
when  in  her  sixty-ninth  year.  They  were  married 
in  Madison  County,  Va.,  and  came  to  Missouri  in 
1836,  settling  at  Newport,  Saline  Township.  Mr. 
Jones,  wdio  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  built  the 
first  shop  in  Newport,  but  did  not  long  survive 
his  coming  West.  Mrs.  Rouse  has  one  brother, 
William  A.,  who  is  in  Texas,  and  her  only  sister, 
Elizabeth  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Richard  O'Bryan,  who 
owns  a  farm  near  Perry,  Ralls  County.  In  1847 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones  w’as  again  married,  becom¬ 
ing  the  wife  of  George  Suttle,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  who  died  in  1864  aged  seventy- 
eight  years.  They  had  two  children,  George  T., 
a  resident  of  Monroe  City,  and  Martha  W.,  who 
married  IManning  Elliott  and  is  now  deceased. 
George  Suttle  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade  and 
was  also  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  chairs. 
He  owned  a  farm  which  he  managed  with  fair 
success  and  died  while  living  in  Saline  Township. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  Jackson  Rouse  had  six  sons  and 
six  daughters,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Pey-  I 


'  ton  A.,  is  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Rebecca  J.; 
i  Virginia  married  Charles  D.  Grieves,  a  farmer  of 
j  this  county;  William  D.,  deceased;  Robert  J.,  is 
I  still  at  home;  John  L,  is  an  enterprising  farmer 
of  this  township;  Elizabeth  V.,  married  J.  W. 
Mounce,  a  farmer  of  this  locality;  IMary  E.  and 
[  Bertha  M.,  are  living  with  their  parents;  Jacob  F., 
Sarah  A.,  and  Manna  P.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
completes  the  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rouse  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South.  In  his  political  relations  Air.  Rouse  is  a 

Democrat,  but  is  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  sound  in 

I  . 

I  his  principles  of  government. 


David  HETTICH,  a  native  of  Germany, 
is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progress¬ 
ive  citizens  of  Pike  County  and  has  his 
dwelling  on  Section  34,  Township  54,  Range  2. 
Many  years  have  passed  since  he  landed  on  the 
hospitable  shores  of  the  United  States,  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land,  wdth  the  great  disadvantage  of 
not  know'ing  the  language,  added  to  a  condition 
of  poverty  and  lack  of  influential  friends,  but  he 
was  a  brave  youth  and  possessed  strong  and  will¬ 
ing  hands  wnth  which  to  hew  out  his  fortune. 

Our  subject  is  the  elder  of  tw'O  sons  born  to 
Christian  and  Agatha  (Hadish)  Hettich,  who 
passed  their  entire  lives  in  the  Fatherland,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  David  and 
his  brother  John  were  both  ambitious  young  men 
and  often  talked  about  seeking  a  home  in  the 
New  World,  but  it  was  not  until  1867  that  thej'^ 
were  able  to  carry  their  cherished  dream  into  ef¬ 
fect.  At  that  time  David  was  an  intelligent  and 
business-like  young  man  of  sixteen  years,  hav¬ 
ing  had  a  good  education  in  his  mother  tongue, 
and  being  possessed  of  those  great  blessings— 
sound  health  and  a  sturdy  constitution. 

The  brothers  sailed  from  Bremen  in  Alarch, 
1867,  and  arrived  at  New  York  at  the  end  of  a 
voyage  of  forty-two  days.  At  once  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  westward  journey,  coming  direct  to 
Pike  County,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
I  home,  John  now'  being  in  Bowding  Green,  Sev- 
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enteen  years  elapsed,  during  which  time  our  sub¬ 
ject  worked  faithfully  for  various  persons,  care¬ 
fully  saving  his  earnings  in  the  meanwhile.  The 
next  six  years  he  cultivated  land  of  his  own  at  the 
head  of  Grassy  Creek,  but  when  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  presented  itself  he  sold  out  and  invested 
the  proceeds  in  the  valuable  tract  he  now  owns 
and  operates.  The  fine  manner  in  which  every¬ 
thing  about  the  place  is  kept  and  the  neat  and 
substantial  house  and  barns  show  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  a  man  who  is  not  afraid  of  work 
and  is  honest  and  thrifty. 

August  3,  1883,  Mr.  Hettich  married  Julia  A. 
Wing,  a  lady  of  many  personal  charms  and  lov¬ 
able  qualities.  They  have  had  four  children, 
three  of  whom  survive:  Ambrose  B.,  a  lad  of 
nine  years;  Lucretia,  seven  years  old;  Ruth,  the 
sunshine  of  the  household,  now  in  her  second 
summer.  The  family  are  greatly  respected  by 
their  neighbors  and  have  a  large  number  of  ac¬ 
quaintances;  they  are  well  deserving  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  they  are  held  by  all.  Mr.  Het¬ 
tich  supports  the  Democratic  party.  Religiously 
he  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  denomination,  to 
which  he  contributes  liberally. 


ENRY  L.  LOUDERMILK  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  enterprising  young 
farmers  of  Lewis  County.  His  home¬ 
stead,  which  is  situated  on  Section  30,  Union 
Township,  bears  evidence  of  modern  ideas  and 
improvements.  The  geared  windmill,  the  first  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  county,  and  purchased  by  him 
in  the  spring  of  1895,  is  used  for  running  various 
kinds  of  machinery  and  furnishes  power  for  grind¬ 
ing  feed,  sawing  wood,  etc.  While  in  no  sense 
despising  old  and  long-tried  methods,  he  believes 
in  taking  up  with  new  ideas  of  practical  value  and 
gives  credit  to  brain  as  well  as  muscle,  which  is 
not  always  done  by  the  more  conservative. 

Before  presenting  the  life  sketch  of  Mr. 
Loudermilk  some  mention  of  his  ancestry  will  be 
of  interest.  His  great-grandfather,  John  Louder¬ 
milk,  was  of  German  descent,  but  bora  in  Virgin¬ 


ia  (1774),  whence  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  com¬ 
ing  from  that  State  to  Missouri,  where  he  died 
July  30,  1846,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Grand¬ 
father  John  Loudermilk,  Jr.,  was  born  June  27, 
1797,  and  died  August  5,  1850,  aged  fifty-three 
years,  one  month  and  eight  days.  He  married 
Betsy  Mathews,  who  was  born  September  27, 
1804,  and  passed  from  earth  Eebruary  26,  1880. 
She  was  the  second  among  seven  children,  whose 
father,  William  Mathews,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1776, 
and  died  September  15,  1845,  aged  sixty-nine, 
and  whose  mother,  Jane  B.,  was  born  September 
22,  1771,  and  departed  this  life  March  12,  1846, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  six  months  and  twenty 
days.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  were  as  follows; 
Stuart,  born  May  30,  1802;  Mary  Ann,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  6,  1807;  Isabel  B.,  born  June  29,  1809; 
Margaret,  bom  January  9,  1811;  Eleanor,  born 
September  6,  1814;  William,  born  July  10,  1818. 

Of  the  children  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Betsy  (Math¬ 
ews)  Loudermilk  we  note  the  following:  Ander¬ 
son,  born  October  5,  1827,  died  on  the  plains 
(1849)  while  en  route  to  California;  Mary  Jane, 
born  May  26,  1830;  William  Mathews,  born  May 
9,  1833,  died  July  15,  1883,  aged  fifty  years,  three 
months  and  six  days,  having  served  in  the  militia 
during  the  war;  Margaret,  born  February  20, 
1836;  Thomas,  born  November  19,  1839;  Mary 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  Capt.  Willis  Brown  of  this 
county;  Margaret  married  Austin  Smith  of  this 
county;  Thomas  is  an  enterprising  business  man 
of  Union  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Louder¬ 
milk,  was  born  in  this  county  May  9,  1833, 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  three  miles  south¬ 
west  of  La  Grange,  which  had  been  entered  by 
his  father  and  uncle.  May  7,  1856,  he  married 
Margie  E.,  daughter  of  Dabney  A.  and  Bertha 
(Tyler)  Bowles,  natives  of  Kent,  England,  the 
former  of  whom  died  at  seventy-five  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  when  seventy-nine.  Of  the  family  of  William 
Loudermilk  we  note  the  following:  Ella  M.,  born 
April  25,  1859,  was  married  to  George  P.  Porter 
October  27,  1878,  by  J.  A.  Minter,  and  now  re¬ 
sides  three  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  La 
Grange;  Joseph  D.,  born  October  12,  1861,  was 
married  December  8,  1885,  to  Lizzie  R.  Cason, 
J.  A.  Minter  performing  the  ceremony,  and  after 
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her  death  in  California  (on  November  8,  i8gi), 
lie  returned  to  the  old  home  and  now  lives 
with  his  mother;  Susan  E.,  born  October  15, 
1863,  was  married  December  8,  1885,  to  Joseph 
F.  Ihdliam  by  J.  A.  IMinter,  and  since  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death  (February  19,  1890)  she  has  resided 
with  her  mother;  Henry  L.,  born  May  9,  1866, 
married  October  30,  1889,  Artiemecia  P.  Lillard, 
A.  S.  Ingman  performing  the  ceremony,  and  they 
are  located  on  the  old  Snapp  Farm,  one  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  Maywood;  Bertha  A.,  born 
December  2,  1870,  married  Arthur  T.  Barr  De¬ 
cember  22,  1891,  and  they  live  on  the  old  home 
place. 

William  Loudermilk  and  his  mother  entered 
the  old  home  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  afterward  bought  a  thirty-eight-acre 
tract  from  Judson  Jones  and  forty  acres  from 
Hiram  Yates.  After  his  marriage  William  pur¬ 
chased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home¬ 
stead,  to  which  he  added  until  it  included  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  was  a  very  active 
and  energetic  man  and  shortened  his  life  by  over¬ 
work,  dying  at  his  home  July  15,  1883.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  belonged  to  tire 
Baptist  Church  of  Dover,  but  his  widow  holds 
membership  in  the  Christian  Church. 

The  early  years  of  Henry  L.  Loudermilk  were 
passed  in  a  quiet  manner,  much  of  his  time  being 
spent  in  the  acquisition  of  an  education  in  the 
district  schools;  when  nineteen  he  entered  La 
Grange  College  and  remained  for  two  years  un¬ 
der  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Cook.  He  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  for  a  year  and  for  a  similar 
period  assisted  on  the  farm.  After  his  marriage 
he  continued  to  live  on  the  home  place  for  a  year 
and  a  half  and  then  purchased  the  Snapp  Farm, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  There  are  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  in  the  place,  and  in  addition  to  this 
his  wife  inherited  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  the  old  Lillard  Homestead,  now  more  general¬ 
ly  known  as  the  iMcKinney  Farm.  He  makes  a 
si)ecialty  of  raising  and  feeding  live-stock  and 
ships  from  one  to  two  carloads  each  year.  At 
this  writing  (1895)  he  is  building  a  modern  barn, 
which  will  add  greatly  to  the  desirability  of  the 
farm. 

October  30,  1889,  occurred  the  marriage  of 


IMr.  Loudermilk  and  Artiemecia  P.,  daughter  of 
:  David  E.  and  iMildred  A.  Lillard.  Mrs.  Louder- 
^  milk  was  born  in  this  county  and  here  grew  to 
]  womanhood  and  was  married.  Both  our  subject 
j  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
I  and  possess  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Maywood  Lodge  No. 
2750,  ]M.  W.  A.,  and  politically  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party. 


Hon.  SAMUEL  J.  NIELSON  is  now  rep¬ 
resenting  Ralls  County  in  the  Thirty- 
eighth  General  Assembly  of  Missouri, 
having  been  elected  to  that  responsible  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  position  in  the  fall  of  1894  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  is  one  of  the  most  en¬ 
terprising  business  men  of  this  community,  being 
ver)"  wealthy  and  influential.  A  good  financier, 
possessing  capital  judgment  and  a  wide  knowl¬ 
edge  of  men,  he  has  not  confined  himself  to  a 
narrow  farmer’s  life  but  has  made  many  invest¬ 
ments  which  have  proved  very  profitable  and  has 
dealt  extensively  in  live  stock  and  in  real  estate. 
At  present  he  owns  a  valuable  interest  in  a  Texas 
ranch  company  which  controls  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  thousand  acres  and  also  is  identified  with 
the  jMonroe  Cattle  Company.  In  the  legislature 
he  has  already  shown  the  great  interest  he  takes 
in  the  prosperity  of  his  home  district,  and  his  con¬ 
stituents  are  justified  in  the  confidence  they  mani¬ 
fest  in  his  fidelity  to  their  best  interests. 

John  D.,  father  of  the  above  named  gentleman, 
was  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  Va.,  his  birth 
having  occurred  JMay  31,  1818,  and  his  parents 
being  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Dent)  Melson. 
Thomas  jMelson  was  also  born  and  reared  in 
Bedford  County,  Va.,  in  which  State  his  wife  also 
grew  to  womanhood.  At  a  very  early  period 
they  moved  to  Ralls  County  and  a  year  later  lo¬ 
cated  in  Shelby  County,  Mo.  Mr.  Melson  was  a 
hero  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  three  children 
were  Sallie  jM.,  who  married  John  Bufford;  Har¬ 
riet,  wife  of  James  Nimmo,  and  John  D.,  who  is 
now  living  at  Shelbyville,  this  State,  and  the  only 
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survivor  of  his  father’s  family.  In  former  years 
he  was  a  prominent  business  man  and  served 
acceptably  as  Treasurer  of  Shelby  County  for 
four  years.  For  the  past  thirty-seven  years  he  has 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  is  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent  of  the  office.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Mary 
A.  West,  born  January  4,  1819,  in  Bedford 
County,  Va.,  and  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and 
Anna  (James)  West,  who  were  also  of  Bedford 
County,  but  whose  parents  were  of  Pennsylvania 
origin.  Capt.  West  died  at  the  extreme  old  age 
of  ninety-six  years  in  1889,  and  his  wife,  who  sur¬ 
vived  liim  a  year,  also  attained  the  same  ripe  age. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Evan,  a  retired 
farmer  in  Virginia;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Melson;  Green, 
a  farmer  of  Ralls  County;  Susan,  wife  of  Henry 
Neighbors,  a  Kansas  farmer;  Isaac  and  Van,  who 
were  both  killed  in  the  late  war;  William,  a  far¬ 
mer  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.;  Sarah,  wife  of 
James  Horn,  a  farmer  of  Kansas;  and  North  W., 
deceased. 

The  marriage  of  John  and  Mary  Melson  took 
place  in  Bedford  County,  Va.,  in  1840,  and  was 
blessed  by  the  following  children:  Joel,  an  agri¬ 
culturist  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.;  Nathaniel,  de¬ 
ceased,  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  War;  Annie  E.,  wife 
of  Martin  1.  Ely,  an  extensive  farmer  of  this 
township;  Samuel  J. ;  Isaac  N.,  a  farmer  of  this 
locality;  John  C.  and  Marble,  deceased;  Sallie,  de¬ 
ceased,  formerly  Mrs.  Chester  Gunby,  of  Shelby 
County,  Mo.;  Virginia  W.,  widow  of  D.  L. 
Cooper,  who  was  accidentally  killed  while  out 
hunting;  Matson,  who  was  Constable  and 
Deputy  Sheriff  at  Vandalia,  Mo. 

Samuel  J.  Melson  was  born  in  Bedford  County, 
Va.,  November  2,  1846,  and  there  passed  the 
first  ten  years  of  his  life.  In  1856  he  came  to 
Ralls  County  with  his  parents  and  lived  at  home 
until  September,  1862,  when,  though  a  youth  of 
but  sixteen  years  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
Army  and  served  six  months.  Then  going  to 
Iowa  he  lived  with  relatives  for  a  similar  period, 
returning  home  after  Lincoln’s  Proclamation. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  he  was  married  and  began 
his  career  as  a  farmer.  At  this  time  he  often 
worked  for  neighbors,  receiving  perhaps  seventy- 
five  cents  per  day  and  this  in  times  when  cotton 


cloth  was  fifty  cents  a  yard  and  all  other  manu¬ 
factured  articles  in  proportion.  After  renting  land 
for  a  year  he  purchased  a  small  farm  in  Saline 
Township,  which  place  he  made  his  home  for 
thirteen  years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
and  Collector,  and  in  order  to  better  discharge 
his  duties  he  located  in  the  town  of  New  London, 
where  he  was  a  resident  for  five  years.  Later  he 
settled  in  Monroe  City,  where  for  four  years  he 
not  only  managed  a  farm  but  dealt  extensively  in 
live  stock,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  made 
his  present  homestead  his  headquarters.  This 
place  comprises  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  which  is  well  adapted  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

January  2,  1866,  occurred  the  first  marriage  of 
S.  J.  Melson,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Presley  and  Dulcena  (Lyle)  Pendle¬ 
ton,  natives  of  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Melson  was  born 
in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  May  6,  1847, 
and  died  December  4,  1878.  She  was  one  of  nine 
children,  and  by  her  own  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  Edmond  P., 
Secretary  of  the  Monroe  City  Safety-Eund  Life 
Insurance  Company;  Meadow  M.,  deceased; 
David  Dent,  a  liveryman  of  Monroe  City;  Dul¬ 
cena,  wife  of  John  L.  Owen,  a  farmer  whose  home 
is  in  Monroe  City;  James  A.,  now  a  student  in 
Westminster  College  at  Eulton,  Mo.,  and  Oza  E., 
who  graduated  from  Hardin  College  and  is  now 
at  home.  August  14,  1879,  Mr.  Melson  wedded 
Louisa  F.,  daughter  of  James  D.  and  Lucetta 
(Yeager)  Crawford.  She  is  a  native  of  this  county, 
having  been  born  October  6,  1856.  Her  parents 
were  likewise  born  in  this  township,  the  father 
November  2,  1834,  and  the  mother  August  14,  of 
the  same  year.  They  were  married  in  1854  and 
are  still  living  on  their  old  farm  in  Saline  Town¬ 
ship.  Their  four  sons,  Addison,  Emmet  J.,  Ed¬ 
ward  N.  and  Elbert  D.,  all  are  farmers  and,  with 
the  exception  of  Emmet  J.,  who  is  located  in 
klarion  County,  reside  in  this  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  J.  klelson  lost  their  second  child,  Cora 
L.,  who  was  born  April  25,  1883,  and  died  May  ii, 
1894.  Their  other  children,  Ira  G.,  Lillie  F.  and 
John  D.,  are  at  home. 

Fraternally,  IMr.  IMelson  is  a  member  of  the 
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^Masonic  Order  and  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
Templar.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
valued  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
are  much  esteemed  by  their  large  circle  of  ac¬ 
quaintances  and  possess  the  good  will  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  who  know  them. 


Thomas  C.  ISGRIG  (deceased)  was  for¬ 
merly  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of 
Pike  County.  He  was  born  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  in  Harrison  County,  July  12,  1817, 
and  was  the  eldest  of  four  children  born  to  his  par¬ 
ents.  The  latter  were  Michael  and  iMargaret 
(Currant)  Isgrig,  respected  residents  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  The  father  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
that  State,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was 
married;  his  sons  and  daughters  were  reared  in 
the  same  house  in  which  he  was  born.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer,  and  during  that 
day  was  one  of  the  well-known  agriculturists  of 
Kentucky.  He  departed  this  life  about  three 
years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Isgrig  grew  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  His  father’s 
farming  interests  being  extensive,  Thomas  con¬ 
tinued  to  remain  at  home  after  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority,  assisting  in  the  management  of  the  farm. 
Wdien  in  his  twenty-sixth  year  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  F.  Jump,  and  for  the  following  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  assumed  the  management  of  the 
old  homestead.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
the  death  of  his  father  occurred,  and  a  division  of 
the  property  was  made.  Thomas  C.,  however, 
fell  heir  to  that  portion  of  the  estate  on  which  the 
dwelling  stood,  and  until  1866  lived  with  his  wife 
in  the  home  which  had  sheltered  him  since  his 
birth. 

In  the  above  year  Mr.  Isgrig  decided  to  come 
to  Missouri,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  turned 


his  face  westward.  On  arriving  here  he  spent  the 
first  winter  with  the  parents  of  his  wife,  after 
which  he  purchased  land  in  Pike  County,  upon 
which  his  widow  now  resides.  The  location  is  a 
historic  one,  for  upon  it  was  built  the  fort  which 
sheltered  the  first  thirteen  pioneer  families  of  the 
county  and  which  stood  one  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Mr.  Isgrig’s  present  residence.  An  old 
elm  tree  still  stands,  marking  the  memorable  spot, 
from  under  which  flows  a  sparkling  spring  that 
supplied  them  with  water.  After  our  subject  lo¬ 
cated  here,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  property,  and  under  his  efficient  manage¬ 
ment  the  land  was  placed  in  the  rank  of  the  most 
productive  in  the  county. 

The  lady  whom  he  married  was  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Jane  (Moore)  Jump.  Her  parents 
had  born  to  them  seven  children,  of  whom  she 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Of  these  six  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  but  at  the  present 
time  only  two  survive.  Miss  Mary,  under  the 
careful  training  of  intelligent  and  loving  parents, 
grew  to  be  a  noble  woman,  and  January  9,  1844, 
married  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  For  forty- 
eight  years  they  lived  happily  together,  but  on 
October  25,  1891,  a  cloud  of  sorrow  darkened 
their  home  in  the  death  of  the  devoted  father  and 
husband.  This  was  the  third  time  the  dread  de¬ 
stroyer  had  entered  their  home,  taking  away  a 
son  and  daughter,  the  only  children  born  to 
them.  The  son  died  in  infancy,  but  the  daughter 
was  an  accomplished  young  lady  of  nineteen  sum¬ 
mers  at  the  time  of  her  decease. 

Air.  Isgrig  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  and 
his  word  once  given  was  considered  as  good  as 
his  bond.  He  endeared  himself  to  all  about  him 
by  his  kindly  nature  and  genial  disposition,  and 
his  death  was  movirned  by  a  host  of  warm  and 
loving  friends.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  sup¬ 
porter  of  Democratic  principles  and  candidates. 
In  religion  he  was  a  consistent  meniber  of  the 
Alethodist  Church,  with  which  his  vdfe  and 
daughter  were  also  actively  connected. 
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REV.  MICHAEL  J.  M’LOUGHLIN. 


Rev.  MICHAEL  J.  M’LOUGHLIN. 

There  is  no  position  held  by  man  so  im¬ 
portant  as  that  of  pastor  of  a  church.  Nor  is 
there  a  position  that  has  attached  to  it  so  great 
a  responsibility  when  properly  conceived  and 
conscientiously  discharged.  This  is  more  essen¬ 
tially  the  case  with  the  clergyman  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  for  he  is  held  more  as  an  instructor  and 
guide,  not  only  in  religious  faith,  but  in  moral 
and  social  conduct,  by  his  congregation.  There 
are  few  men  by  character  and  education  so  well 
fitted  to  preside  over  a  people  in  all  these  rela¬ 
tions  as  the  Rev.  Father  McLoughlin. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  and  Pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  was  born  in  Stalybridge,  England,  March 
15,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Mary 
(McDonough)  McLoughlin.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  and  the 
mother  of  County  Sligo,  Ireland.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  hailed  from  County  Wexford,  in  which 
county  his  wife,  who  was  Bridgett  Doyle,  was 
likewise,  born,  The  father  of  Mary  McLoughlin 
was  Michael  McDonough,  and  her  mother’s 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Conlon.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  met  and  were  married  in  Staly¬ 
bridge,  England. 

Michael  and  Mary  McLoughlin  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  the  summer  of  1852,  locating 
-at  first  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  where  they  resided 
for  a  period  of  twelve  years.  They  removed  to 
Providence,  R.  L,  where  Mr.  McLoughlin’s  death 
occurred  in  November,  1864.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  His  wife  re¬ 
turned  to  Massachusetts  after  her  husband’s 
death,  making  her  home  in  Boston,  where  she 
departed  this  life  May  7, 1891.  Father  McLough¬ 


lin’s  ancestry  on  the  father’s  side  fought  in  the 
rebellion  of  1798,  and  were  present  at  the  battle 
of  Vinegar  Hill. 

To  Michael  and  Mary  McLoughlin  there  were 
born  five  children,  of  whom  Margaret  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  William  J.,  is  now  living  in  Boston,  Mass.; 
our  subject  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Peter 
A.  and  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  McGrath, 
are  also  residents  of  the  above  city. 

Shortly  after  his  father’s  death  our  subject  came 
West  and  entered  the  St.  Louis  University,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  He  was  graduated  from  the  above 
noted  institution  in  the  summer  of  1870  at  the 
head  of  his  class,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  Subsequently  he  was  sent  by  Archbishop 
Kenrick  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  pur¬ 
sued  his  theological  studies,  and  was  ordained 
two  years  later  in  St.  John’s  Church,  St.  Louis, 
by  Bishop  Ryan,  the  present  Archbishop  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  This  occurred  September  8,  1872. 

Shortly  after,  he  was  appointed  assistant  pastor 
to  the  Rev.  F.  M.  Keilty,  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Angels,  of  St.  Louis.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  for  twelve  years,  the  first  four  years  of 
which  he  was  also  Chaplain  of  St.  Joseph’s  Or¬ 
phan  Asylum. 

Father  McLoughlin  remained  with  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Angels  until  September  ii,  1884, 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  Church  of  the  Im¬ 
maculate  Conception,  at  Hannibal,  Mo.,  succeed¬ 
ing  the  Rev.  Dennis  Kennedy.  The  first  resident 
pastor  at  Hannibal  was  Rev.  John  O’Hanlon,  who 
arrived  in  that  city  May  9,  1848.  Visiting  priests 
had,  from  time  to  time,  as  it  became  necessary 
and  opportunity  offered,  gone  into  northwestern 
Missouri.  These  missionaries  recorded  mar¬ 
riages,  births  and  deaths,  and  administered  to,  the 
religious  wants  of  the  Catholic  people.  •  Father 
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O’Hanl'On  was  the  guest  of  Judge  Harrison,  a 
leading  lawyer  of  Hannibal,  until  a  pastorate  was 
established.  There  was  a  very  large  district  over 
which  he  was  expected  to  preside,  and  he  could 
only  give  every  fourth  Sunday  to  the  people  of 
Hannibal.  They  met  in  a  small  frame  structure, 
OH  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Center  Streets,  and 
in  other  places,  until  the  first  brick  building  was 
erected,  which  was  built  under  the  supervision  of 
Father  Murphy,  on  Church  Street,  between  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Streets.  The  second  Sunday  of  each 
month  was  devoted  to  Palmyra,  when  Mr.  Con¬ 
roy  became  Father  O’Hanlon’s  host.  The  third 
Sunday  found  this  devoted  priest  at  St.  Paul, 
Ralls  County,  where  he  held  services  in  a  log 
church.  He  was  then  the  guest  of  Ralph  Leake. 
The  fourth  Sunday  he  was  at  Millwood,  where 
he  was  entertained  by  George  Mudd. 

Father  O’Hanlon’s  missionary  work  closed  in 
September,  1850,  when  he  returned  to  St.  Louis. 
He  is  the  author  of  the  “Lives  of  the  Irish 
Saints.”  He  also  wrote  an  interesting  account  c  f 
his  missionary  labors  in  Missouri.  He  is  now  in 
Dublin,  Ireland.  He  was  succeeded  at  Hannibal 
by  Rev.  Father  Murphy,  who  was  followed  by 
Rev.  B.  O’Reilly,  who  later  died  in  Boston,  Mass. 
The  next  priest  in  charge  was  Father  T.  Ledwith, 
who  was  followed  by  Rev.  P.  Cronin,  the  present 
editor  of  the  Buffalo  “Catholic  Union,”  a  promi¬ 
nent  journal  devoted  to  the  interests  of  that 
Church.  Following  Father  Cronin  was  Rev.  Pat¬ 
rick  M.  O’Neil;  then  came  Father  Kennedy.  The 
chapel  was  built  about  1850.  The.  church  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  which  was 
purchased  from  the  Congregational  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Hannibal,  was  dedicated  in  1881  by  Bishop 
Ryan.  They  have  a  membership  ol  about  three 
hundred  families.  The  pastorate  residence  was 
begun  by  Father  Cronin,  and  was  completed  by 
Father  Kennedy. 

Fatlier  McLoughlin  has  an  assistant  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Rev.  F.  J.  Ernst.  The  following  named 
sodalities  are  connected  with  the  Church:  St. 
Michael  Sodality;  Holy  Name  Sodality;  The  In¬ 
fant  Jesus  Sodality;  Young  Ladies’  Sodality  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin;  St.  Agnes  and  Holy  Angels 
Sodalities;  The  Catholic  Knights  of  America,  and 


Knights  of  Father  Matthew,  a  temperance  or¬ 
ganization. 

Father  McLoughlin  is  a  zealous,  active  and  ef¬ 
fective  w’orker  for  the  Church,  and  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem,  not  only  by  his  people,  but  the 
residents  of  Hannibal  generally.  In  the  pulpit 
he  is  especially  gifted.  His  voice  is  rich  and 
wtU  trained,  and  his  manner  of  delivery  very 
pleasing.  His  discourses  are  scholarly  and  pow¬ 
erful  in  their  appeals  to  his  people  to  follow  the 
teachings  of  the  Master. 


JACOB  WILSON  is  a  retired  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Saline  Township,  Ralls 
County.  In  early  manhood  he  left  home  to 
hew^  out  his  owm  w^ay  and  after  renting  land  for 
some  five  years  came  to  his  present  homestead, 
which  is  located  on  Section  32,  and  has  since  en¬ 
gaged  industriously  in  its  cultivation  and  develop¬ 
ment.  His  first  purchase  was  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  and  with  this  as  a  nucleus  his  possessions 
gradually  increased  until  they  numbered  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-two  acres.  A  large  share  of  this 
property  he  has  since  divided  among  his  chil¬ 
dren,  but  still  reserves  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
acres. 

A  son  of  Samuel  and  Diadama  (Bell)  Wilson, 
our  subject  was  born  January  27,  1827,  in  Bullitt 
County,  Ky.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  but  passed  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  their  years  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Wilson 
died  in  1875,  aged  sixty-two  years,  while  his  wife, 
wdio  preceded  him  to  the  better  land,  dying  in 
i860,  was  then  but  forty-six  years  old.  In  1825 
Mr.  Wilson  came  to  Ralls  County,  and  after  re¬ 
maining  here  a  short  time,  was  married  and  with 
his  bride  returned  to  Kentucky,  where  they  passed 
the  next  six  years.  At  length  they  decided  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  Ralls  County,  and  made  the  journey  in  a 
one-horse  rig.  Settling  in  Indian  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  Mr.  Wilson  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  was  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  His  educational 
advantages  had  been  very  limited,  but  he  was 
master  'of  the  elementary  branches.  Politically 
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he  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterwards  became  a 
Democrat.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South.  Their  family  comprised  ten  children  as 
follows:  Winnie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of'  Joe 
Henderson,  a  farmer  of  Monroe  County;  Henry, 
deceased;  Jacob,  of  this  sketch;  Martha,  who 
married  Thomas  P.  Waller,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  the  second  of  the  name,  wife  of  G.  Bradley, 
a  farmer  of  Monroe  County;  John  and  David,  de¬ 
ceased;  Susan,  a  resident  of  this  township,  and 
Dica  Jane,  deceased. 

In  1851  Jacob  Wilson  was  married  in  this 
county  to  Louisa,  one  of  the  three  daughters  of 
Joshua  Wilson.  Although  of  the  same  name  she 
was  not  even  distantly  related  to  our  subject.  She 
was  born  in  Indiana  and  died  in  June,  1851,  but 
three  months  after  her  marriage,  of  the  dreaded 
plague,  cholera.  In  October,  1852,  Mr.  Wilson 
married  Frances  Rouse,  who  was  born  in  Boone 
county,  Ky.,  October  3,  1824,  being  a  daughter 
of  Lovel  and  Eliza  (Barlow)  Rouse.  The  latter 
were  natives  of  Virginia,  but  became  acquainted 
in  Kentucky  and  were  there  married  in  1823. 
In  1834  they  emigrated  by  wagons  to  Ralls 
County,  and  settling  on  Salt  River,  continued 
to  dwell  in  that  locality  until  i860.  For  four¬ 
teen  years  they  resided  on  the  homestead  now 
occupied  by  our  subject.  The  father,  who  was 
born  March  4,  1802,  died  April  ii,  1882,  after 
which  his  wife  broke  up  housekeeping  and  went 
to  live  with  her  children,  her  death  occurring  at 
the  home  of  one  of  her  daughters  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  February  23,  1894,  at  the  extreme  old  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  the  date  of  her  birth  being 
November  20,  1802.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  South. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children:  Lovel  O., 
who  is  at  home;  John  W.  and  Eliza  E.,  twins,  the 
former  deceased  and  the  latter  the  wife  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Grimes,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  James, 
who  operates  a  farm  in  Monroe  County;  William 
S.,  a  farmer  of  this  locality ;  and  Thomas  A.,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Monroe  County. 


Such  education  as  fell  to  the  lot  of  Jacob  Wil¬ 
son  was  that  of  the  primitive  district  schools, 
but  his  knowledge  has  been  much  increased  by 
his  habits  of  keen  observation  and  reading.  He 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  official  distinction, 
but  has  always  discharged  his  duties  as  a  citizen 
according  to  his  convictions,  depositing  his  bal¬ 
lot  in  favor  of  the  Democracy.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  and 
is  generous  and  liberal  toward  the  poor  and 
needy. 


JOSIAH  GATES,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  most 
noted  physicians  of  Macon  County,  enjoys 
a  lucrative  practice  and  has  accumulated 
considerable  property.  He  is  located  at  La  Plata, 
and  besides  being  engaged  in  general  practice, 
makes  a  specialty  of  treating  liquor,  opium  and 
tobacco  patients,  being  very  successful  an  curing 
people  of  these  habits. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ill., 
May  I,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and 
Sarah  (Stanfield)  Gates,  natives  respectively  of 
North  Carolina  and  Illinois.  George  W.  accom¬ 
panied  his  parents  in  early  years  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  reared  to  man’s  estate  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Illinois,  where  he  met  and  married  Mrs. 
(Stanfield)  Miller.  In  1839  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Macon  County,  this  State,  and  was  engaged 
in  that  section  in  cultivating  a  fine  tract  of  land 
until  his  decease,  which  took  place  in  1877;  his 
wife  became  the  mother  of  three  children,  and 
departed  this  life  in  1847.  The  two  sisters  of  our 
subject  were:  Eleanor,  now  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Gross,  of  Randolph  County,  Mo. ;  Mary  (now  de¬ 
ceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  John  R.  Graves,  of 
Macon  County,  this  State. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  farm 
work  and  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools. 
He  was  very  studious,  and  when  desirous  of  fol¬ 
lowing  a  professional  career  was  thoroughly 
fitted  to  enter  college.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
with  the  class  of  ’59,  and  at  once  opened  an  office 
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and  commenced  practice  at  Bloomington,  then 
the  county  seat  of  Macon  County.  He  removed 
to  the  old  homestead  in  January,  1859,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  there  until  1874,  in  the  meantime 
being  engaged  in  professional  work.  That  year 
he  came  to  this  city,  where  he  is  well  known  and 
greatly  honored  and  esteemed. 

Dr.  Gates  married  Miss  Ellen  A.  Taylor  in 
May,  i860.  She  was  born  in  Belleville,  Ill.,  and 
only  survived  her  marriage  one  year.  In  April, 
1863,  the  doctor  chose  for  his  companion  iMiss 
Mariette  C.  Linzee,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and 
the  three  children  born  to  them  were:  Erskine 
M.,  now  in  the  employ  of  the  bank  at  this  place; 
Sallie  S.  (Mrs.  W.  P.  Kimble),  of  Illinois;  William 
J.,  farming  in  Macon  County,  Mo.  Socially  the 
doctor  is  a  iMason  of  high  standing,  and  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  American  Eclectic  Society.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


George  Horace  pope  is  one  of  the 

pioneers  of  Marion  County  and  for  about 
forty-five  years  has  lived  on  his  present 
farm,  which  is  situated  in  Township  58,  Range  8. 
In  early  days  he  spent  most  of  his  time  in  hunting, 
for  at  that  time  wild  game  was  very  abundant, 
and  it  is  within  his  recollection  when  thirty  or 
forty  deer  were  often  seen.  The  wild  turkeys 
were  also  ver}^  numerous  and  on  one  occasion 
Mr.  Pope  killed  six  turkeys  without  moving  from 
one  spot.  Eive  deer  were  shot  by  his  trusty  rifle 
in  one  day,  and  once  he  killed  two  deer  with  one 
shot.  The  log  house  in  which  he  is  still  living 
was  erected  in  1847. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Fortunatus  and 
Frances  (Urcell)  Pope,  were  both  natives  of  the 
same  county  in  Virginia.  The  father  was  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade  and  followed  that  calling  princi¬ 
pally  until  1831.  Being  possessed  of  an  adven¬ 
turous  spirit  he  determined  to  tr>’  life  in  the  West, 
and  in  company  with  Judge  Davis,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  started  for  Mis¬ 
souri.  His  household  effects  were  placed  in  a 
wagon  that  he  had  made  and  July  5,  1831,  he 
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arrived  in  Marion  County.  Soon  afterward  he 
settled  on  Section  29  of  this  township  and  worked 
at  his  trade,  but  finally  he  located  on  Section  16, 
where  he  built  a  log  cabin.  There  he  entered 
eighty  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated  for 
twenty  years.  Then  he  moved  to  the  farm  which 
is  now  owned  by  our  subject,  entering  eighty 
acres,  and  building  a  log  house  lived  under  its 
roof  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  April  4, 
i860,  aged  seventy  years,  and  his  wife,  after  sur¬ 
viving  him  a  few  years,  died  in  her  eighty-first 
year.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  the  three  eldest,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  ]Mar- 
tha,  died  in  Virginia.  Frances,  born  July  4,  1833, 
was  drowned  after  coming  to  this  county,  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years;  George  H.  is  next  to  the 
youngest,  and  John  died  in  infancy  at  the  old 
Virginia  home. 

George  H.  Pope  was  born  in  Richmond  Coun¬ 
ty,  V^a.,  August  II,  1826,  and,  though  he  was 
only  four  and  one-half  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  across  the  country  to  Missouri,  remembers 
many  incidents  of  the  trip.  When  they  first  lo¬ 
cated  here  the  family  lived  in  a  tent  and  were  kept 
busy  in  fighting  rattlesnakes.  George  assisted 
his  father  until  reaching  man’s  estate  and  then, 
after  marrying,  settled  on  a  farm  just  east' of  the 
one  where  he  now  lives.  When  his  father  died 
his  farm  of  eighty  acres  was  left  to  our  subject, 
who  moved  to  the  old  log  house,  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  on  April  12,  1847.  ]\Ir.  Pope 

moved  to  the  old  Wood  Farm  in  this  township, 
where  he  raised  one  crop;  since  then  he  has  lived 
on  his  present  homestead.  IMuch  of  this  land 
was  covered  with  timber,  and  this  has  been  cleared 
away  by  the  present  owner. 

December  26,  1844,  G.  H.  Pope  and  Frances, 
daughter  of  William  and  Priscilla  (Brown)  Sut¬ 
ton,  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Va.,  on  Christmas 
Day,  1826,  and  her  parents  were  likewise  natives 
of  the  same  county.  They  both  died  when  Mrs. 
Pope  was  only  six  years  of  age,  and  of  their  five 
children  she  is  the  only  survivor.  The  others 
were  John,  Ransel  and  Sarah  (twins)  and  Pris¬ 
cilla.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Pope  only  three  survive:  Maria  Emma,  bom 
February  28,  1846,  died  November  5,  1861;  Vic- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


193 


toria  Hesser,  born  April  i6,  1848,  died  March  8, 
1849;  John  Randall,  born  May  5,  1851,  married 
Melinda  H.  Walker  (since  deceased)  and  now  lives 
in  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Joseph  Edward,  born 
June  16,  1854,  married  Martha  Evans,  and  is  also 
a- resident  of  Shelby  County;  Adelaide  Eilrnore, 
born  August  16,  1856,  married  John  Allison  (a 
farmer  of  this  vicinity)  and  died  September  16, 
1892;  Annie  V.,  born  October  4,  1858,  died  No¬ 
vember  II,  1861;  Richard  Byron,  born  March 
16,  1861,  married  Margaret  Stephenson  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  near  his  father’s  homestead. 

During  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Pope’s  residence 
here  a  few  of  his  neighbors  were  the  following 
well-known  pioneers:  William  Ralls,  Isaac  Wool- 
ery,  Elisha  Ereeman,  Cyrus  Wells,  Thomas  Join¬ 
er,  William  Stephenson,  John  and  William  Day 
and  Reuben  Rollins.  On  some  of  his  hunting 
expeditions  he  frequently  came  across  trees  in 
which  the  bees  had  stored  honey  for  thirty  years 
or  more,  and  with  his  ax  would  cut  the  comb 
at  the  roots  of  the  trees  and  thus  obtain  the  finest 
honey  ever  eaten  by  man.  In  the  neighborhood 
of  his  present  home  he  has  found  more  than  a 
thousand  “bee  trees.”  Many  of  the  wild  turkeys 
he  has  killed  have  weighed  as  much  or  more  than 
twenty-nine  pounds.  Since  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  has  always  adhered  to  its 
principles,  and  for  many  years  he  and  his  estima¬ 
ble  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Ebenezer  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  near  their  home. 

I 


JAMES  CORBIT  has  for  sixteen  years  re¬ 
sided  in  Liberty  Township,  Marion  County, 
where  he  owns  a  well-improved  homestead 
and  is  engaged  in  market-gardening  and  bee  cul¬ 
ture.  Many  years  ago  he  became  interested  in 
raising  bees  and  is  now  an  expert  in  the  business, 
having  read  and  studied  much  on  the  subject.  He 
finds  a  ready  sale  for  the  products  of  his  apiary, 
and  is  setting  an  example  in  this  comparatively 
new  branch  of  labor;  in  1879  he  purchased  twen¬ 
ty-one  hives  and  at  the  present  time  has  thirty 
colonies. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  ogcurred  in  Grant 


County,  Ky.,  September  10,  1846.  His  father, 
John,  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  being  a 
son  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Corbit,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  here  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  His  marriage 
united  him  with  Elizabeth  Vawter,  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  (Good) 
Vawter.  The  family  of  which  she  was  a  member 
consisted  of  the  following  children:  Virginia, 
widow  of  Thomas  Barns,  and  a  resident  of  Grant 
County,  Ky.;  Elizabeth,  Almira  (deceased),  Mrs. 
Atheline  Shelton  (deceased),  Mrs.  Jane  Shelton 
(deceased),  Mrs.  Eliza  Webster  (deceased),  Albert 
and  Hiram,  engaged  in  farming  in  Kentucky; 
Jabins,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Illi¬ 
nois;  Robert,  a  farmer  living  in  Iowa. 

Unto  the  union  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Vawter) 
Corbit  were  born  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  as 
follows:  James,  our  subject;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Samuel  Smith,  a  grocer  at  Palmyra;  William  (de¬ 
ceased),  John,  who  lives  in  Nebraska;  Homer,  an 
attorney  in  Iowa.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
a  general  farmer  and  carried  on  a  vineyard  in 
Pabius  Township.  His  death  occurred  in  1868, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  His  widow,  who 
was  born  October  18,  1818,  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

When  quite  young  James  Corbit  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Missouri.  He  lived  under  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof  until  the  death  of  his  father  and  then 
took  charge  of  the  home  place,  which  was  a  rented 
one,  comprising  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  A 
few  years  later  he  went  to  the  City  of  Palmyra 
and  for  some  time  worked  by  the  day,  but  in  1876 
became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  cultivated  several  years  and  then 
sold  out,  a  good  opportunity  having  presented 
itself.  In  1879  he  moved  to  his  present  home, 
where  he  has  since  resided  without  interruption. 
In  1893  he  bought  thirty  acres  and  he  now  gives 
his  entire  attention  to  raising  fruit  and  vegetables 
for  the  market  and  to  his  apiary.  He  received  a 
good  business  education  and  is  industrious  and 
persevering  in  whatever  he  undertakes. 

For  many  years  IMr.  Corbit  has  been  a  faithful 
I  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  actively  con- 
I  cerned  in  its  various  departments  of  usefulness. 
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He  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  Repub¬ 
lican  principles  and  endeavors  to  discharge  his 
duties  as  a  citizen  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  The 
success  with  which  he  has  met  is  the  just  reward 
of  his  merits,  for  he  has  been  painstaking,  ener¬ 
getic  and  judicious,  and  has  displayed  the  utmost 
probity  in  all  his  business  transactions. 


JOHN  W.  KEACH  is  a  representative  farmer 
of  Ralls  County,  where  he  was  born  No¬ 
vember  5,  1852.  He  was  the  eighth  of  a 
family  of  nine  children  born  to  John  H.  and  Mary 
(Lake)  Keach,  of  whom  six  now  survive :  Sarah 
A.,  now  the  wife  of  Mark  Woods,  of  Pike  County; 
Nancy  G.,  married  to  Edward  McPike,  of  IMarion 
County;  Laura  M.,  wife  of  Benton  Gutterj'^,  of 
Ralls  County;  Amanda  B.,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  sister  Laura;  John  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  James  M.,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work. 

John  H.  Keach,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in  Prince  William 
County,  T^Iarch  29,  1807.  When  he  was  eight 
years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Mason  County, 
Ky.,  and  spent  some  six  or  eight  years  in  Mason, 
Fleming  and  Nicholas  Counties,  and  then  settled 
in  Jesamine  County,  near  Nicholasville.  While 
there,  he  became  a  convert  to  the  Baptist  taith  and 
united  with  the  church  in  the  fall  of  1826.  In 
1831  the  family  moved  to  Missouri  and  settled  in 
Marion  County.  Shortly  afterward  his  father 
died,  when  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother 
fell  on  his  young  shoulders.  On  March  29,  1831, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Lake, 
and  with  his  young  bride  settled  down  to  farm¬ 
ing.  Since  his  conversion,  his  mind  had  been  con¬ 
stantly  on  his  church  work,  and  he  determined  to 
study  for  the  ministry.  With  the  support  of  his 
mother  and  wife  on  his  hands,  and  beginning  life 
on  nothing,  study  was  an  uphill  work,  but  he  had 
determined  to  consecrate  his  life  to  the  service  of 
his  Master,  and  as  he  wended  his  way  to  the  field 
in  the  morning  in  one  hand  he  carried  his  Bible, 
and  when  the  horses  required  rest  he  would  be 


sitting  in  the  fence  corner  with  his  Bible  open  and 
in  deep  study.  In  1841  he  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry,  and  from  that  time  on  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  the  work.  In  1848  the  Baptist  General  As¬ 
sociation  appointed  him  to  raise  funds  for  the  en¬ 
dowment  of  William  Jewell  College,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  traveled  over  Northeast  Missouri  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  1848,  1849,  1850,  raising  in  this 

time  several  thousand  dollars.  He  was  a  life-long 
and  warm  friend  to  liberal  and  popular  educa¬ 
tion.  About  1850  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Ralls  County,  and  settled  where  his  son  James 
now  lives,  and  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
a  useful  life.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and  con¬ 
stant  seeker  after  knowledge,  and  was  known  as 
one  of  the  best  pastors  in  Northeast  Missouri. 
For  many  years  he  ministered  to  the  Salem  and 
Bethel  churches  in  Ralls  County. 

John  W.  Keach  grew  to  manhood  in  Ralls 
County,  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
common  school,  and  spent  two  terms  in  the  New 
London  Academy,  conducted  by  Laughlin,  Ellis 
and  Lucy.  He  remained  at  home  until  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  the  following  fall  he  de¬ 
cided  to  take  unto  himself  a  wife,  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  on  November  5,  1878,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  I\Iiss  Theresa  IMcCune,  the  daughter 
of  John  S.  and  Winafred  (Nichols)  McCune.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
and  was  born  November  8,  1825,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  A.  (Duncan)  McCune.  In 
1853  he  came  to  Missouri  and  settled  on  Spencer 
Creek,  Ralls  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
for  some  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  town¬ 
ship.  His  death  occurred  September  7,  1870.  Her 
mother  was  born  December  25,  1836.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Rachel  (Goodnight) 
Nichols,  and  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  this 
State.  She  grew  to  womanhood  in  Pike  County, 
where  she  married  Mr.  McCune,  and  bore  him 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  After 
Mr.  IMcCune’s  death  she  married  Ammon  Hos- 
tettor,  with  whom  she  lived  happily  for  some  three 
years,  when  he,  too,  passed  away.  She  now 
makes  her  residence  in  New  London. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage,  our  subject,  with  his 
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young  bride,  moved  to  Audrain  County,  and  set¬ 
tled  about  a  mile  and  a  Half  west  of  Vandalia. 
Here  they  resided  some  six  years  on  rented  land, 
and  while  residing  there  his  mother  died,  and  the 
home  farm  was  sold  to  our  subject,  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  James  M.  Other  land  was  added 
some  years  later,  and  the  brothers  farmed  to¬ 
gether  until  1890,  when  they  divided  the  place,  our 
subject  taking  two  hundred  and  seven  acres 
where  he  now  lives,  and  some  eighty  acres  of  the 
home  place.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keach  have 
been  born  two  children,  Lorlie  Belle  and  Willie 
M.,  both  of  whom  are  at  home.  Mr.  Keach  is 
well  known  for  his  upright,  sterling  character, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  Mrs. 
Keach  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 


Henry  W.  wood  is  in  partnership  with 
his  father,  John  O.  Wood,  and  has  large 
landed  interests  in  Saline  Township, 
Ralls  County,  and  in  Texas.  They  own  a  home¬ 
stead  of  nearly  one  thousand  acres  here  and  have 
an  extensive  cattle  ranch  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 
Our  subject  is  an  enterprising  young  man  of 
good  business  ability,  unusual  foresight  and  good 
judgment,  these  qualities  being  amply  manifested 
in  all  his  commercial  transactions. 

H.  W.  Wood  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
situated  on  Section  20,  Township  56,  Range  7, 
Ralls  County,  May  31,  i860,  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  here,  with  the  exception  of  five 
years.  For  about  two  years  he  was  pursuing  his 
higher  studies  in  the  college  at  Canton,  Mo.,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  he  was  absent  in  Texas. 
There  he  conducted  a  drug  store  for  a  year,  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  another  year, 
and  lived  on  the  ranch  for  about  twelve  months. 
For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Wood  has  cultivated 
the  old  farm  uninterruptedly,  and  has  been 
blessed  with  success  in  his  various  undertakings. 


In  his  political  faith  he  is  an  ally  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  having  been  brought  up  in  its  prin¬ 
ciples  by  his  father. 

John  O.  Wood,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  South  Carolina  in  1820,  and  was  only  eight 
years  old  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ralls 
County.  Here  he  married  Elizabeth  Broadley, 
who  was  born  in  Fulton,  Mo.,  in  1830,  and  nine 
children  were  the  result  of  their  union.  These 
are:  Oliver  J.,  now  operating  the  Texas  ranch 
previously  m.entioned;  Laura  J.,  wife  of  E.  S. 
Boulware,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  James  P.,  who 
was  an  attorney  at  law,  is  deceased;  Katie  S.,  wife 
of  E.  O.  Sutton,  a  merchant  of  Canton,  Mo.; 
Henry  W.,  our  subject;  Luta  B.,  wife  of  A.  D. 
Lewis,  a  well-known  banker  of  Canton,  Mo.;  Vir¬ 
ginia,  who  married  James  A.  Graves,  a  Canton 
druggist;  Ida,  wife  of  G.  W.  Fanning,  a  tobac¬ 
conist  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  John  S.,  clerk  of 
the  bank  in  New  London,  Mo.  In  1881  John  O. 
Wood  retired  from  his  active  life  and  has  since 
dwelt  in  Canton,  his  sons  taking  charge  of  his 
numerous  business  interests.  However,  he  still 
owns  the  farm,  comprising  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-six  acres,  on  Section  20,  and  also  the 
Texas  ranch.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  has  always  been  very  liberal  in  his 
contributions  to  the  same. 

In  1883  Henry  W.  Wood  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Etta  Leora  Cook,  who  was  born  hi 
Marion  County,  Mo.,  June  16,  1865.  Her  father, 
Winchester  Cook,  was  born  in  West  Virginia, 
June  15,  1842,  and  her  mother,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mattie  Bibb,  was  born  in  IMarion 
County,  December  23,  1849.  This  worthy  couple 
were  married  in  Marion  County,  June  23,  1863, 
and  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Lena  is 
the  wife  of  Lee  W.  Taylor,  a  farmer  of  Marion 
County,  Mo.;  Earl  and  Ernest,  twins,  are  resi¬ 
dents  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Marion  County,  re¬ 
spectively,  the  former  being  a  pharmacist  and  the 
latter  a  farmer.  The  youngest  of  the  family  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Cook,  with  his  faithful  wife,  is 
now  living  on  a  farm  in  Fabins  Township,  Mar¬ 
ion  County.  In  1884-85  he  served  as  Deputy 
Sheriff  under  Thaddeus  Ray,  and  was  Deputy 
Collector  under  Mr.  Hout.  Five  sons  have  been 
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born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Wood,  namely:  Rex 
R.,  Roy  C.,  Ray  W.,  John  O.,  Jr.,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  ]\'Ir.  Wood  is  now  feeding  three 
hundred  and  ninecy-five  cattle  on  his  home 
place,  and  is  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  thor¬ 
oughbred  Hereford  cattle,  having  a  herd  of  about 
fifty  head.  He  has  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  corn,  the  balance  in  pasture. 


WILLIAM  H.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the 
rising  young  business  men  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Mo.,  and  manager  of  the  John¬ 
son  Livery  Stable,  was  born  in  Ashley  Township, 
near  Bowling  Green,  Mo.,  June  30,  1869,  and  is 
the  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Harriet  (Frier)  Johnson 
who  were  united  in  marriage  November  10,  1864. 
The  elder  Johnson  was  a  native  of  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  and  was  born  May  22,  1844.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  when  grown  to  manhood  pur¬ 
sued  farming  as  a  business  for  many  years  in 
Ashley  Township,  where  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm.  Disposing  of  his  farming  interests  he 
removed  to  Bowling  Green,  and  there  started  a 
livery  stable,  which  he  conducted  until  1891, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Louisiana,  Mo., 
and  established  a  livery  business,  which  he  car¬ 
ried  on  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  December 
6,  1894. 

Henry  C.  Johnson  was  a  man  of  uprightness 
and  probity  and  much  esteemed.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  was  associated  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  His  widow  is  still  residing  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Her  father  was  William  K.  Frier  and  her 
mother  was  Mary  P.  Luck,  old  Virginia  families, 
who  emigrated  to  Missouri  at  an  early  day,  set¬ 
tling  in  Pike  County,  where  Harriet  was  born. 
Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
She  is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Elizabeth, 
Benj.  H.,  and  the  subject  of  this  biography.  The 
former  was  born  November  4,  1867,  and  secured 
his  education  at  Bowling  Green;  he  is  now  trav¬ 
eling  for  the  Goddard-Peck  Grocery  Company, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

William  H.  Johnson,  the  subject  of  this  biogra¬ 


phy,  was  reared  at  home  and  was  educated  at 
Bowling  Green.  In  early  manhood  he  went  to  St. 
Louis  and  engaged  in  his  first  occupation  for 
himself,  that  of  a  hotel  clerk.  He  was  thus  en¬ 
gaged  for  about  five  years,  when,  upon  the  death 
of  his  father,  he  returned  home  and  took  charge 
of  his  business.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  of  pre¬ 
possessing  appearance,  genial  in  disposition,  of 
good  habits,  and  stands  well  in  the  community, 
having  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 


CAPT.  BENJAMIN  ELI  GUTHRIE. 
Foremost  among  the  lawyers  in  active 
practice  at  the  Macon  bar  is  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  His  services  are  in  great 
demand  because  of  his  clear  insight  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  law,  coupled  with  his  well  established 
record  for  honesty  and  integrity;  he  is  a  gentle¬ 
man  faithful  to  every  trust  imposed  in  him,  and 
is  ever  true  to  his  convictions. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  31,  1839,  in  Chari¬ 
ton  County,  Mo.,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Allen  W.  and  Elizabeth  A.  Guthrie.  His  father 
was  the  youngest  son  of  the  family  of  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Guthrie,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1773,  and  whose  parents  were  from  the 
North  of  Ireland.  Robert  Guthrie’s  father  lived 
for  a  short  time  in  Maryland  and  then  moved  to 
North  Carolina,  near  Guilford  Court  House. 
Robert  moved  to  Tennessee  and  finally  settled  in 
Sumner  County,  where  he  reared  a  large  famdy. 
Two  sons,  Eli  and  Allen  W.,  came  to  Missouri  in 
1830,  in  order  to  find  a  location  and  prepare  a 
home  for  the  reception  of  the  rest  of  the  family, 
who  followed  in  the  fall  of  the  next  year.  Here 
Robert  Guthrie  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  1843;  his  wife  followed  him  ere  long  to 
the  silent  land,  dying  three  years  later.  They 
had  been  married  in  North  Carolina  in  1790,  and 
were  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church.  Of  their  sons  three 
became  ministers:  James  S.,  Eli  and  Allen  W. 
Eli  was  drowned  in  the  Missouri  River  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Day,  1837,  while  endeavoring  to  rescue  a 
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party  of  people  who  had  been  caught  in  the 
floating  ice. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  ordained  in  1838 
by  the  McGee  Presbytery  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  preached  in  various 
counties  of  Northern  Missouri  all  his  life;  he  died 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  John  A.  Fox, 
near  Macon,  in  1891.  He  was  married  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  Young,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Benjamin 
Young,  September  6,  1838.  To  them  were  born 
ten  children,  only  four  of  whom  lived  to  attain 
mature  years;  they  were:  Benjamin  Eli,  Robert 
James,  Virginia  A.  and  Lavinia  E.  The  sons  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Savannah,  conducted  by  Rev. 
Charles  Goshen,  in  1851-52.  Subsequently  the 
elder  son  attended  Chapel  Hill  College,  Lafay¬ 
ette  County,  this  State.  During  the  winter  of 
1856-57  he  and  his  brother  were  students  of  Col. 
A.  W.  Slayback,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

In  1858  both  sons  were  pursuing  their  studies 
in  the  McGee  College,  and  were  there  when  Gen. 
Jackson  issued  his  call  for  fifty  thousand  volun¬ 
teers  (1861).  Our  subject  was  within  two  weeks 
of  being  graduated,  but,  loyal  to  his  country,  he 
laid  aside  his  books  and  entered  the  service  of  the 
State  and  was  in  Gen.  Price’s  campaign  of  1861. 
He  commanded  a  company  which  he  took  into 
the  Confederate  service,  and  in  April  of  the  next 
year  it  became  Company  I,  Fifth  Missouri  In¬ 
fantry.  He  suffered  many  hardships  and  priva¬ 
tions  as  a  soldier,  on  one  occasion  being  taken 
prisoner.  He  was  later.  May,  1865,  paroled  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  in  June  he  began  teaching 
near  Grenada. 

In  1867  he  was  elected  to  the  chair  of  Lan¬ 
guages  in  the  McGee  College,  Macon  County, 
Mo.,  and  continued  to  teach  there  until  1874. 
That  year  he  resigned  his  professorship,  and  in 
April,  1875,  was  elected  County  School  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Macon  County,  serving  in  this  capacity 
for  two  terms.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
he  w'as  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  1878  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney.  He  occupied  this 
very  trying  position  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
since  which  time  he  has  devoted  himself  to  pri¬ 
vate  practice.  In  1879  appointed  Reporter 

of  the  Kansas  City  Court  of  Appeals. 


Mr.  Guthrie  was  married  August  31,  1873,  to 
Miss  Susie  A.,  daughter  of  Robert  C.  Mitchell  of 
College  Mound,  this  State.  They  occupy  a  beau¬ 
tiful  home  in. Macon  and  are  numbered  among  its 
most  useful  and  respected  citizens.  They  have 
one  son  living,  Robert  Allen,  who  resides  with 
his  parents  and  attends  Missouri  Valley  College. 


JOHN  C.  ALLISON  w'as  born  on  the  old 
Davis  Farm,  Township  58,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  July  3,  1845.  He  was  early  thrown  on 
his  own  resources  and  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes.  His  years  of  industrious  toil 
and  unremitting  effort  have  been  rewarded  and 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in  Town¬ 
ship  58,  Range  8. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  William  and  Frances 
(Davis)  Allison,  the  former  a  native  of  Washing¬ 
ton  City,  D.  C.  He  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade 
and  at  an  early  day  moved  westward  to  Hannibal, 
Mo.,  then  a  small  town.  For  several  years  he 
was  employed  at  his  trade,  and  was  finally  hon¬ 
ored  with  the  position  of  City  Marshal.  In  1849 
he  resigned  his  office  in  order  to  go  to  California. 
He  arrived  on  the  Pacific  Slope  in  1849  and 
worked  as  a  teamster,  and  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  mining  with  fair  success.  While 
working  in  a  mine  the  earth  caved  in  and  when 
he  was  extricated  by  his  comrades  he  was  breath¬ 
ing  his  last.  His  wife  died  in  this  county,  near 
Hannibal.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  El¬ 
len  (Mrs.  Culler)  resides  in  Oakdale,  Mo.;  James 
W.  lives  in  the  West,  and  Samuel  F.  is  a  resident 
of  Shelbyville. 

When  our  subject  had  reached  his  fifteenth  year 
he  began  working  for  neighboring  farmers,  and 
was  thus  employed  for  several  years,  a  portion  of 
the  time  working  in  tobacco  factories  in  Hanni¬ 
bal;  learning  the  trade  of  rolling  tobacco  he 
worked  at'the  same  a  year  or  more.  His  inclina¬ 
tions  from  boyhood,  however,  had  pointed  to  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits,  so  al)out  1875  he  purchased 
eighty  acres,  his  present  liome.  He  has  made 
substantial  improvements  on  the  place  and  keeps 
everything  in  excellent  condition. 
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In  1875  Mr.  Allison  married  Adelaide  F.  Pope, 
who  was  born  August  16,  1856,  and  who  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  September  16,  1892.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  George  H.  Pope,  a  well-known 
farmer  of  this  township  and  who  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Allison 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Fran¬ 
ces  G.,  born  September  28,  1876;  William,  born 
August  II,  1879;  Emma,  born  July  28,  1881; 
John,  born  September  ii,  1883;  Gertrude,  born 
November  4,  1887.  The  children  are  all  attend¬ 
ing  the  district  schools  and  are  bright  and  prom¬ 
ising.  In  June,  1893,  Mr.  Allison  married  Ella, 
daughter  of  Zachary  and  Mary  Anton,  all  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia;  ]\Irs.  Allison,  when  only  four 
years  of  age,  came  to  IMissouri  with  her  parents, 
who  are  still  residents  of  this  township,  their  home 
being  on  a  farm  located  on  Section  30. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  J.  C.  Allison  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  K,  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  In¬ 
fantry,  under  Col.  Cutzner  and  Capt.  Lyle.  At 
the  end  of  nine  months’  service  he  was  honorably 
discharged  and  returned  home.  He  has  always 
been  an  advocate  of  the  Republican  party  plat¬ 
form  and  uses  his  influence  on  its  behalf.  IMrs. 
Allison,  who  is  a  well-educated  and  lovable  lady, 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


Horace  quintus  Humphreys. 

To  this  gentleman  belongs  the  credit  of 
establishing  a  new  industry  for  Hannibal, 
as  in  October,  1894,  he  organized  a  company  un¬ 
der  the  firm  name  of  the  Humphreys-Spahr  Shoe 
Company,  whose  factory  is  located  at  No.  137 
Market  •street,  in  the  Gcrman-American  Bank 
Building.  The  proprietors  manufacture  infants’ 
soft-soled  shoes  and  moccasins,  overgaiters  of  va¬ 
rious  descriptions  and  several  kinds  of  soft-soled 
house  shoes  and  slippers  for  ladies.  They  are 
making  extensive  preparations  to  enlarge  their 
business  and  to  make  ultimately  all  kinds  of  la¬ 
dies’  and  children’s  footgeai^  In  their  particu¬ 
lar  line  of  goods  they  are  pioneers  in  the  West, 
but  the  field  is  promising  and  they  have  already 
more  orders  than  they  can  immediately  fill. 


I  ]\Ir.  Humphreys  was  born  in  Georgetown,  Ky., 
January  ii,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  James  H., 

■  a  native  of  Kentucky.  In  1839  he  moved  to  Ralls 
I  County,  Mo.,  where  with  his  sons  he  engaged  in 
I  farming  and  also  practiced  medicine  to  some  ex¬ 
tent.  In  1849  he  came  to  Hannibal  and  embarked 
in  the  drug  business  with  N.  P.  Kunkle.  His 
death  occurred  in  1855  and  that  of  his  wife  in 
1865.  She  was  before  her  marriage  Miss  Joanna 
Hickey  of  Kentucky,  in  which  state  their  union 
was  celebrated.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  as  follows:  David,  the  eldest,  died  in 
British  Columbia  (whither  he  had  gone  from  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  was  engaged  in  mining  interests)  from 
the  effects  of  eating  what  he  supposed  to  be  mush¬ 
rooms;  James  H.  is  now  living  on  the  Pacific 
Slope;  Sallie  is  the  widow  of  George  A.  Hawes; 
Thomas  died  in  California;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  J. 
M.  Armstrong)  is  a  resident  of  Denver,  Col.; 
Charles  died  in  Hannibal;  Perry  and  Walter  died 
in  infancy;  Horace  Q.  completes  the  number. 

The  first  ten  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  Ralls  County,  ]\Io., 
where  he  attended  private  schools  on  arriving  at 
a  suitable  age.  After  coming  to  Hannibal  he 
was  a  student  in  the  public  schools  and  was  the 
first  boy  to  sell  newspapers  on  the  streets  of  this 
city,  being  thus  employed  for  about  a  year.  Dur¬ 
ing  Buchanan’s  administration  he  was  given  a 
clerkship  in  the  postofifice  and  afterward  clerked 
in  a  dr}'-goods  store  for  about  ten  5'ears,  his  em¬ 
ployers  during  all  this  period  being  Hawes  & 
Armstrong.  In  1894  he  became  interested  in  the 
insurance  business,  but  finding  a  better  opening, 
as  he  believed,  abandoned  this  pursuit  within  a 
few  months.  In  October,  1894,  he  bought  out 
the  senior  member  of  the  Meyers  &  Spahr  Shoe 
Company,  which  had  started  in  business  the  pre- 
\dous  summer,  and  a  new  company  was  formed, 
'  extensive  plans  at  once  being  made  to  enlarge  the 
I  business;  its  trade  is  steadily  increasing  and  ex- 
1  tends  over  all  the  Western  and  Southern  States 
and  Territories.  It  is  an  enterprise  of  much 
'  promise  and  will  undoubtedly  be  of  great  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  Han- 
I  nibal.  At  present  the  firm  employs  an  average 
^  of  twenty-five  hands,  but  it  will  soon  be  necessary' 
to  have  a  much  larger  force  to  keep  abreast  of  its 
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trade.  Mr.  Humphreys  is  a  man  of  quick  and 
active  mind,  one  who  improves  his  opportunities, 
and,  being  practical  as  well  as  enthusiastic,  he  is 
bound  to  rise  in  the  world.  His  varied  business 
experiences  have  fitted  him  for  the  industry  he 
has  taken  up  and  which  is  steadily  growing  in 
popularity. 

November  30,  1865,  Mr.  Humphreys  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Hannibal  to  Sallie  B.,  daughter  of  J.  J. 
and  Martha  (Ledlie)  Cruikshank,  old  and  respect¬ 
ed  settlers  of  this  place ;  the  father  is  a  prominent 
lumber  dealer.  Mrs.  Humphreys  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  six  children,  namely:  Charles  H., 
a  resident  of  Macon,  Georgia,  city  electrician; 
John  C.  (deceased),  twin  brother  of  Charles; 
Joseph  (deceased);  Mattie  (Mrs.  Robert  S. 
Spahr);  Edith  C.,  at  home;  Horace  Q.,  Jr.  Mrs. 
Humphreys  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  our  subject  also  belongs.  He 
uses  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party, 
though  his  father  was  a  Whig;  the  latter  came 
from  a  prominent  Kentucky  family  and  was  a 
friend  of  the  great  statesman,  Henry  Clay. 


JAMES  M.  BARR  is  the  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  Lewis  County,  his 
home  being  located  in  Union  Township. 
In  1894  he  built  the  handsome  residence  he  now 
occupies  and  has  furnished  it  in  excellent  taste. 
He  follows  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and, 
though  in  his  career  he  met  with  many  difficulties 
and  discouragements,  he  pressed  bravely  forward, 
overcoming  the  obstacles,  and  has  at  last  reaped 
his  reward. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  above-named 
gentleman  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  at 
an  early  day  moved  to  Breckinridge  County,  Ky., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  acquired  a  large 
tract  of  land.  He  fought  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
at  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  narrowly  escaped 
being  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  as  he  was 
sick  and  helpless,  but  was  rescued  by  his  com¬ 
rades.  He  continued  to  dwell  on  his  Kentucky 
plantation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  a 


ripe  old  age  on  January  10,  1891.  His  son,  Jerry 
B.,  father  of  James  M.  Barr,  was  a  native  of 
Breckinridge  County,  where  he  was  born  January 
19,  1819.  In  1840  he  wedded  Mary  A.  Dowell, 
also  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  who  died  in  1856; 
some  time  after  her  death  he  married  Sarah  J. 
Cochran  in  La  Harpe,  Ill.  The  Barr  family  have 
been  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  four  generations.  J.  B.  Barr  was 
known  as  a  very  zealous  and  earnest  worker  in 
the  Church  and  led  a  sincere  Christian  life.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  moved  to  Lewis  County,  where 
he  lived  for  several  years,  during  which  period  he 
was  twice  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  all  his 
relations  with  his  fellows  his  dealings  were  above 
reproach,  as  justice  and  integrity  of  word  and 
deed  marked  every  action. 

Like  his  father,  a  native  of  Breckinridge  Coun¬ 
ty,  James  M.  Barr  of  this  sketch  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  I,  1843.  He  was  reared  under  the  guidance 
and  constant  example  of  his  worthy  parents  and 
attended  the  common  schools  of  Illinois.  After 
his  father  had  removed  to  Missouri  James  re¬ 
mained  on  the  Illinois  farm  for  several  months 
in  order  to  effect  a  final  settlement  of  the  senior’s 
business  affairs,  which  were  in  a  complicated 
condition.  At  this  time  disaster  seemed  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  family,  for  when  our  subject  arrived  at  the 
new  home  in  Missouri  he  found  that  early  in  the 
day  his  father’s  hand  had  been  cut  off  in  his  saw¬ 
mill.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  James 
started  on  his  independent  career,  working  at 
various  employments  as  opportunity  afforded, 
and  for  nearly  six  years  had  charge  of  his  father’s 
sawmill.  About  1874  he  came  to  his  present 
homestead  and  the  following  year  lost  his  entire 
crop  and  the  result  of  his  summer’s  work  by 
freshets  and  floods.  When  he  took  possession 
of  this  farm  it  was  a  tract  of  land  covered  with  wild 
brush,  and  by  good  management  he  has  changed 
all  this,  bringing  it  to  its  present  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  may  well  l)e  proud  of  his  success 
and  of  the  fact  that  he  has  never  in  his  life  had 
a  lawsuit  with  anyone. 

November  12,  1874,  Mr.  Barr  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  William  and  Henrietta  (Hopkins) 
Gill  of  Lewis  County,  but  the  following  year  (Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1875)  Mrs.  Barr  was  summoned  to  the 
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silent  land.  December  lo,  1876,  our  subject  mar¬ 
ried  Fannie  Gill,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  one 
child,  William  H.,  born  December  31,  1877,  is 
the  result  of  this  union.  Mr.  Barr  realizes  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education  and  is  giving  his 
son  liberal  advantages  in  that  direction.  Relig¬ 
iously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  Hebron;  fraternally 
he  belongs  to  Maywood  Lodge  No.  267,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  has  held  a  number  of  offices  in  the  same. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has 
served  efficiently  as  School  Director  in  his  district. 


ISAAC  D.  ELSEA  bears  the  reputation  of 
being  an  enterprising  agriculturist  and  a 
straightforward,  honest  man.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  has  managed 
with  skill  and  profit  since  it  came  into  his  posses¬ 
sion.  Mr.  Elsea  was  born  July  5,  1858,  in  Macon 
County,  this  State,  and  was  the  youngest  but  one 
in  the  parental  family  of  eight  children.  1 

Isaac  D.  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Le  Fever)  Elsea, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  old  and  respected 
residents  of  this  section  and  their  loss  in  the  com¬ 
munity  was  greatly  felt  at  the  time  of  their  de¬ 
mise.  A  full  history  of  this  couple  will  appear 
in  the  sketch  of  our  subject’s  brother,  William  IM  j 
Elsea.  The  other  members  of  the  family  who  sur¬ 
vive  are  Victoria,  the  wife  of  S.  L.  Sisson;  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Brown;  and  Emmet  J. 

Isaac  D.,  of  this  history  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  became  well  in¬ 
formed  in  all  of  the  common  branches  then 
taught.  He  was  deprived  of  his  father’s  care 
when  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  but  was  carefully  j 
trained  by  his  excellent  mother,  who  looked  I 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household.  Besides  car-  ! 
ing  for  her  large  family,  she  assumed  the  re-  | 
sponsibility  of  managing  the  estate,  carrying  on 
operations  in  a  business-like  manner  until  her 
sons  were  old  enough  to  relieve  her  of  the  work. 
When  our  subject  attained  mature  years  the 
management  was  gradually  turned  over  to  him, 
until,  with  the  assistance  of  his  younger  brother,  ■ 


he  carried  on  the  farm  work  alone.  In  1886, 
however,  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  heirs 
in  the  home  place,  with  the  exception  of  his 
mother’s  share,  which  she  retained  until  her 
death,  when  he  was  given  the  deed  to  the  entire 
property.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical  farmer, 
and  his  progressive  spirit  shows  itself  in  the 
improvements  which  he  has  put  on  the  place 
and  the  handsome  profit  which  he  reaps  each 
year  from  its  cultivation.  He  occupies  a  front 
rank  among  the  representative  farmers  of  the 
county,  and  bids  fair  to  become  well  known 
throughout  the  agricultural  circles  of  the  State. 
He  has  hosts  of  friends  in  this  community  who 
wish  for  him  a  long  and  prosperous  life. 

Mr.  Elsea  helps  forward  the  Democratic  cause 
in  his  township,  but  is  in  no  sense  of  the  term 
an  office-seeker.  In  his  religious  views  he  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  faith  of  the  Cumberland  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  He  has  always  attended  strictly 
to  his  own  business  and  always  gets  along  well 
with  his  neighbors.  He  begrudges  happiness 
to  no  one,  is  no  man’s  enemy,  and  has  no  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  own,  but  on  the  contrary  has  many 
friends. 


JAMES  M.  REACH  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Missouri,  and 
is  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  born  in  the 
house  where  he  now  lives,  January  21,  1855.  He 
is  the  last  of  nine  children  born  to  John  H.  and 
IMary  (Lake)  Reach,  of  whom  six  still  survive. 
(See  sketch  of  John  W.  Reach  on  another  page 
of  this  work). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  county  and  acquired  his  primary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  school,  finishing  with  a 
course  at  the  Rirksville  Normal  School.  Reared 
to  farm  life,  he  determined  to  continue  in  that  vo¬ 
cation,  and  accordingly  began  his  career  as  an  as¬ 
sistant  manager  of  his  father’s  farm.  After  the 
death  of  his  mother,  who  followed  her  husband  to 
his  long  rest  some  two  years  later,  the  home  farm 
was  sold  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  brother  John  W.,  purchased  it. 
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The  farm  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
and  the  brothers  at  once  began  its  cultivation  in 
partnership.  In  the  fall  of  1884  they  purchased 
another  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  acres,  and  until  the  year  1890 
they  continued  to  share  the  results  of  their  labor. 
At  this  time  their  business  interests  became  such 
that  they  could  more  advantageously  work  separ¬ 
ately,  and  they  decided  to  divide  their  landed  in¬ 
terests. 

Since  the  division  of  their  land,  our  subject  has 
acquired  some  additional  land,  and  his  farm  is 
now  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this  section.  He 
was  married  November  20,  1879,  to  Lendora  El- 
sea,  a  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Adeline  (Le 
Fever)  Elsea.  The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Ralls  County,  a  sketch  of  which  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  volume.  With  a  cheerful  and  lov¬ 
ing  wife  to  preside  over  his  household,  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  life  became  one  of  renewed  interest.  By 
their  union  two  children  have  been  born,  one  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  Mary  R.,  the  surviv¬ 
ing  one,  is  yet  an  inmate  of  the  parental  home, 
and  the  pride  of  her  parents.  Mr.  Keach  holds 
the  esteem  of  those  who  know  him  second  to 
none  in  the  county.  The  name  of  Keach  is  synon¬ 
ymous  with  honesty  and  straightforward  dealing. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  religiously  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 


JOHN  M.  HAMEL,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  officials  of  Macon  County,  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of  Deeds 
in  1894.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  been  Post¬ 
master  of  La  Plata,  where  he  makes  his  home, 
and  while  living  in  La  Plata  was  chosen  by  the 
people  of  that  city  as  their  Mayor. 

Mr.  Hamel  was  born  in  St.  Joe,  this  State, 
October  24,  i860,  and  is  the  son  of  John  J.  and 
Rosina  (Aubenschein)  Hamel,  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many.  The  father  learned  the  saddler’s  trade  in 
Wurtemburg,  and  after  coming  to  America  in 
‘1844  made  his  way  from  New  York  City  to  Pitts¬ 


burg,  Pa.,  where  he  was  given  Government  work, 
making  harness  and  saddles  to  be  used  in  the 
Mexican  War.  He  afterward  came  west  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  joined  the  forty-niners  going  to 
California.  On  arriving  in  the  Golden  State  he 
mined  for  a  time,  but  spent  the  greater  portion  of 
his  stay  there  working  at  his  trade,  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  authorities  at  Yreka  in  fitting  out  a 
regiment  of  soldiers  for  the  Modoc  War.  When 
ready  to  return  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  he  came 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  York 
City.  In  the  latter  place  he  met  Miss  Auben¬ 
schein,  who  became  his  wife  in  December,  1859. 
The  young  couple  then  came  to  St.  Joe,  where 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  established  in  the 
grocery  business.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  led  him  to  close  out  his  stock  of  goods  at 
this  point  and  going  to  St.  Louis  he  again  worked 
at  the  saddler’s  trade  in  the  employ  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

In  1864  John  J.  Hamel  went  to  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade,  but 
two  years  later  returned  to  this  State  and  made 
his  permanent  home  at  La  Plata,  where  his  death 
occurred  January  14,  1894.  He  had  led  a  very' 
busy  life  and  was  recognized  throughout  the 
community  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  good 
business  ability;  his  widow  still  survives.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children:  John  ]\I.,  the 
original  of  this  sketch,  the  eldest;  Emma,  the  wife 
of  Emmett  Smith,  a  traveling  man  residing  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas;  Lucy,  engaged  in  the  millin¬ 
ery  business  at  La  Plata;  Linnie,  wife  of  W.  J. 
Griffin,  of  the  above  city;  Mollie  makes  her  home 
at  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  James  F.,  a  harnessmaker 
of  La  Plata;  Tillie  and  May,  at  home. 

John  M.  Hamel  was  brought  up  to  the  business 
of  his  father,  working  at  this  trade  from  the  time 
he  was  old  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  until 
elected  to  the  honored  office  of  Mayor  of  La 
Plata.  In  May,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Post¬ 
master  under  the  administration  of  Harrison,  but 
in  January,  1894,  was  succeeded  by  a  Democratic 
j  friend.  He  was  not  long  in  private  life,  however, 
for  that  same  year  he  was  brought  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Recorder  of  Deeds  and 
being  elected  was  installed  January  i,  1895.  He 
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has  always  been  very  popular  in  his  official  ca¬ 
pacity,  discharging  the  duties  of  every  position 
with  characteristic  fidelity  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  Socially  ]\Ir.  Hamel  is  a  K.  of 
P.,  being  a  member  of  La  Plata  Lodge,  No.  256. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  first,  last  and  all  the 
time,  having  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
James  G.  Blaine. 


Thomas  Washington  lafoe  is 

numbered  among  the  energetic  and  enter¬ 
prising  young  farmers  of  Marion  County, 
where  he  has  passed  nearly  his  entire  life.  He 
was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  is  now  engaged 
in  cultivating  December  7,  i860,  and  grew  to 
maturity  on  these  broad  and  fertile  acres.  He 
has  always  been  interested  in  whatever  has  tended 
to  advance  the  interests  of  this  community  and  is 
esteemed  by  a  host  of  sincere  friends. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Abner  and  Elizabeth 
(Moreland)  Lafoe,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  respectively.  The  former  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  among  the  first  settlers  and  located  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  acres  on  North  River,  this  town¬ 
ship.  He  made  many  improvements  on  his  farm 
and  lived  there  for  several  years,  then  selling  out 
and  investing  in  eighty  acres,  the  tract  now  owned 
by  his  son  Thomas.  This  was  in  1855  a  few 
years  later  IMr.  Lafoe  bought  another  forty  acres 
and  actively  engaged  in  its  improvement  until 
shortly  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1866. 
His  first  wife  died,  and  some  time  after  that  event 
he  married  our  subject’s  mother.  Three  children 
graced  their  union:  William  Abner,  the  eldest, 
married  Emma  Antney  and  is  a  resident  of  this 
neighborhood;  Thomas  W.,  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Samuel  R.,  the  youngest,  married  Nettie 
Stevenson  and  is  a  farmer  of  this  locality. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  passed  uneventful¬ 
ly,  his  time  being  devoted  to  work  and  play  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  received  a  good 
general  education,  and  being  an  apt  student,  made 
rapid  progress  on  the  road  to  learning.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  at  the  old  home  until  he  was  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  for  California 


with  Mr.  Kizer  and  remained  on  the  Pacific  Slope 
about  eight  months;  returning  home  he  stayed 
here  for  a  few  months  and  then  went  again  to  the 
Golden  State,  where  he  worked  on  a  ranch  for 
three  years. 

In  January,  1889,  Mr.  Lafoe  married  Lena 
Ragar,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1874,  being 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Susan  (Matlock)  Ragar, 
who  are  now  living  on  a  farm  two  miles  north  of 
our  subject’s  homestead.  The  young  couple 
have  three  children,  namely:  Lizzie  Myrtle,  Anna 
Lee  and  Thomas  Clay.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Lafoe  moved  to  the  eighty-acre  farm  which  his 
father  left  to  him,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  management  of  the  place.  He  is  a  practical 
young  man  in  his  ideas  relating  to  agriculture 
and  has  amply  demonstrated  his  ability.  Since 
casting  his  first  Presidential  ballot  he  has  stanch- 
ly  defended  the  principles  set  forth  by  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 


JAMES  SAMUEL  KEITH  is  a  representa¬ 
tive  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  and  a  native  of 
jMarion  County,  IMo.  He  was  the  second  of 
a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  James  H.  and 
Sarah  A.  (LeEever)  Keith,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  under  the  parental  roof,  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  common  school.  Arriving  at 
the  age  when  one  begins  to  think  of  doing  for 
himself,  he  chose  a  life  partner  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Anna  Collins.  Their  marriage  occurred 
July  27,  1882,  after  which  he  settled  down  with 
his  young  wife  to  life  under  a  cloudless  sky  for 
two  years.  After  his  marriage,  he  farmed  as  a 
renter  and  then  his  father  gave  him  the  use  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  of  growing  tim¬ 
ber  land,  under  condition  of  his  clearing  off  the 
ground  and  keeping  up  the  fences,  since  which 
time  he  has  gotten  under  cultivation  eighty-five 
acres  of  land,  and  is  gradually  making  it  one  of 
the  valuable  farms  of  the  county. 

Mrs.  Keith  is  a  native  of  Adams  County,  Ill., 
born  ]\Iay  26,  1864.  She  was  the  second  of  eight 
children  born  to  John  B.  and  Eliza  (Dempsey) 
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Collins,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  when  but  a  child,  with 
his  parents,  emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Ill.,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood  and  married.  In  1870  he 
moved  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Audrain  County, 
since  which  time  his  years  have  been  spent  in 
Audrain,  Boone,  Ralls  and  Pike  Counties,  his 
present  home  being  in  the  latter  county.  He  is 
a  farmer,  and  has  followed  this  occupation  since 
coming  into  manhood.  His  wife  is  a  native  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.  She  is  a  devoted  Christian, 
having  in  early  life  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  has  since  been  one  of  its  most  active 
members. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  have  been  born  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Gertie  E., 
born  September  25,  1883;  Goldie  M.,  May  25, 
1886;  Gracie  P.,  March  4,  1888;  James  D.,  June 
II,  1892;  Samuel  G.,  November  30,  1894.  Mr. 
Keith,  though  comparatively  a  young  man,  is 
well  and  favorably  known  in  his  vicinity,  and  his 
industry  and  progressiveness  are  gradually  bring¬ 
ing  him  to  the  front  as  an  agriculturist.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  is  a  Democrat. 


ISRAEL  W.  HERMAN,  one  of  the  progres¬ 
sive  citizens  of  Macon  County,  is  living  at 
La  Plata,  where  he  is  engaged  as  contractor 
and  builder.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  born  in  Tioga  County  July  2,  1835. 
His  parents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Sheffer) 
Herman,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
where  the  father  was  a  well-to-do  agriculturist. 
Our  subject  had  six  brothers  and  sisters,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy  and  one  after  attaining  ma¬ 
ture  years.  Those  now  living  are:  John  S.,  a 
farmer  of  Washington;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Judson 
Mulnix,  a  farmer  of  Iowa;  Charles  Wesley,  an 
agriculturist  living  near  Hastings,  Neb. 

The  father  of  Israel  W.  left  his  native  State  in 
1847,  moving  to  Illinois,  where  he  located  in 
Stephenson  County.  Here  he  lived  until  July, 
1888,  when  our  subject  brought  him  to  La  Plata, 
where  his  death  occurred  on  October  17,  of  that 


year,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years;  his  wife 
died  in  Stephenson  County  a  few  days  prior  to  the 
removal  of  her  husband  to  Missouri.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Mennonite  Church. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home,  working  on  the  farm 
until  reaching  his  seventeenth  year.  He  then 
apprenticed  himself  to  a  good  workman  in  order 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  remained  with 
him  only  six  months,  when  he  broke  the  con¬ 
tract  and  went  to  Preeport,  where  he  continued 
to  serve  as  an  apprentice  and  at  the  same  time  was 
given  five  dollars  per  month;  he  was  in  that  city 
for  about  six  months,  when  he  returned  home. 
The  following  spring  he  started  out  as  a  journey¬ 
man,  working  for  a  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  day.  The  year  that  he  attained  his  majority 
he  contracted  for  and  built  his  first  house.  In 
those  days  the  contractor  was  supposed  to  cut 
and  prepare  the  lumber  and  on  thi^  occasion  our 
subject  felled  the  trees  and  sawed  the  logs  into 
timber  with  which  the  house  was  to  be  built.  In 
the  spring  of  1892  our  subject  erected  his  steam 
planing  mill,  the  only  one  that  was  ever  built  in 
this  city. 

November  7,  1856,  after  voting  for  John  C. 
Eremont  for  President,  our  subject  went  to  Still¬ 
water,  Minn.,  in  order  to  visit  his  prospective  wife. 
The  weather  being  so  cold  that  he  could  not  re¬ 
turn  for  a  time,  he  concluded  to  sojourn  in  that 
place  and  being  married  remained  there  for  two 
years.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Jane  Ann 
Ellis  and  their  wedding  took  place  July  2,  1857. 
To  them  were  born  four  children.  One  is  now 
deceased;  Ida  C.,  wife  of  Stephen  M.  Gibson, 
telegraph  operator  and  agent  at  Mer  Rouge,  La. ; 
Ada  A.,  married  to  J.  E.  Griffith,  a  carpenter 
living  in  Randolph,  Neb.,  Wesley  Sylvanus, 
ticket  agent  for  the  Wabash  R.  R.  at  Macon. 

On  his  return  from  Minnesota  our  subject  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  in  Illinois  for  the  following  seven 
years ;  then  came  to  La  Plata,  ]\Io.,  arriving  here 
in  1867.  He  at  once  began  working  at  his  trade 
and  for  many  years  has  been  the  leading  con¬ 
tractor  in  the  city.  He  has  erected  many  of  the 
largest  public  buildings  in  the  city,  among  them 
being  the  Opera  House,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Church  South,  besides 
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numerous  residences  and  stores.  Socially  he  is 
an  Odd  Fellow  in  good  standing  and  in  politics 
as  we  have  already  intimated,  is  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  Republican  principles.  He  has  held 
many  honored  positions  in  the  city,  for  some 
time  serving  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and 
has  rendered  efficient  service  on  the  School 
Board,  places  which  he  filled  most  acceptably. 


Henry  miller.  Assistant  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  St.  L.,  K.  &  N.-W.  R.  R.  and 
the  C.,  B.  &  K.  C.  Ry.,  Hannibal,  is 
one  of  the  most  trusted  and  valuable  employes 
of  these  companies.  The  rapid  rise  of  Mr.  Miller 
from  one  position  to  another  and  finally  to  his 
present  responsible  place  is  evidence  of  his  pe¬ 
culiar  fitness  for  railroad  management,  and  his 
earnest  desire  is  ever  to  do  his  duty  in  the  most 
efficient  way.  His  fidelity  is  recognized  by  his 
superiors,  who  are  advancing  him  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

Mr.  INliller  is  still  a  young  man,  as  he  was  born 
February  24,  1863,  and  yet  has  manifested  much 
greater  ability  than  his  comparatively  brief  ex¬ 
perience  in  railroading  would  warrant  one  to  ex¬ 
pect.  He  is  a  son  of  Philip  H.  and  Catherine 
(Filer)  Aliller,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Canton  Schaffhausen,  Switzerland,  March  23, 
1831,  and  died  Januar}-  24,  1874.  He  was  a  stone¬ 
mason  by  occupation  and  plied  that  trade  in  his 
native  land  until  1854,  when  he  concluded  to  seek 
fortune  in  the  United  States.  Settling  in  Peoria, 
he  continued  to  dwell  there  for  about  two  years, 
thence  moving  to  Hannibal.  He  entered  the 
employ  of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.  as  foreman 
of  masonry,  and  was  with  the  company  for  about 
twelve  years,  when  he  resigned  his  position  in 
order  to  accept  that  of  Street  Commissioner  of 
the  city,  a  place  which  he  held  acceptably  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  was  highly  respected,  not  only  by 
those  of  his  own  political  faith,  but  even  by  those 
of  the  opposite  party.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Lutheran  belief  and  adhered  to  it  in  his  later 


years.  His  wife  became  acquainted  with  him  in 
Peoria,  Ill.,  and  in  that  place  they  were  married. 
She  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  June  21, 
1837,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  G.  and  Regina 
K.  (Klinkel)  Filer.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs  Miller  were 
bom  the  following  children,  namely:  Philip,  fore¬ 
man  of  the  brass  foundry  of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo. 
R.  R.,  and  a  resident  of  that  city;  George,  living 
in  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  boiler  inspector  for  the 
St.  L.  &  S.  F.  R.  R. ;  Catherine  (deceased) ;  Hen¬ 
ry  William,  foreman  of  the  boiler  department  of 
the  same  road  with  which  his  brother  George  is 
connected  and  having  his  headquarters  at  Spring- 
field,  IMo.;  Charles,  who  is  in  business  in  Han¬ 
nibal. 

,  Henrv  IMiller  was  reared  and  educated  at  Han- 
\  nibal  and  in  1874  commenced  serving  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  to  a  painter,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Hannibal  Sawmill  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  two  years. 
In  1877  he  began  an  apprenticeship  in  the  boiler¬ 
making  works  of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.  and  at 
the»end  of  one  and  a  half  years  (August  20,  1880) 
was  transferred  to  the  operating  department,  be¬ 
coming  for  nine  months  a  switchman  on  night 
duty.  He  was  then  promoted  to  be  Night  Yard- 
master,  and  when  a  year  had  elapsed  was  made 
General  Yardmaster.  As  such  he  served  from 
1886  until  June  i,  1890,  when  he  was  made  Train¬ 
master  of  the  St.  L.,  K.  &  N.-W.  R.  R.,  and 
!  eighteen  months  later  his  jurisdiction  was  ex- 
I  tended  to  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.  as  well;  in 
June,  1892,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present 
place,  and  now  has  jurisdiction  over  five  hun¬ 
dred  miles  of  track.  Since  1879,  therefore,  he 
;  has  been  in  the  service  of  the  Burlington  system, 
j  and  judging  by  his  past  record  it  is  little  wonder 
!  that  he  is  in  high  favor  with  tlie  company. 

I  November  28,  1886,  Mr.  Miller  and  Margaret, 

^  daughter  of  Patrick  and  ]\Iar}"  Brady,  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Hannibal.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  this 
city  and  has  become  the  mother  of  five  children: 
Gertrude,  Catherine,  Joseph  H.,  Genevieve  and 
^  William  J.  ]\Irs.  Miller’s  father  is  deceased,  but 
i  her  mother  is  living,  a  resident  of  Hannibal. 

She  was  brought  up  in  the  Catholic  faith  and  is 
I  a  member  of  the  Immaculate  Church.  Politically 
*  Mr.  Miller  is  an  ally  of  the  Republican  party. 
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JAMES  V.  ROGERS. 


AMES  y.  ROGERS  is  one  of  the  honored 
old  pioneers  of  South  River  Township,  and 
for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  resided 
on  his  homestead,  which  is  located  on  Section  14. 
On  this  place  stands  the  old  log  cabin  in  which 
he  was  born  over  sixty  years  ago,  for  his  father 
had  purchased  this  farm  in  1829,  and  here  passed 
his  declining  years.  Our  subject  now  owns  about 
eight  hundred  acres  in  this  township,  and  fourteen 
hundred  acres  in  Carroll  County,  hlo.  His  home 
place  is  one  of  the  finest  to  be  found  in  the  county 
and  has  many  modern  improvements,  including  a 
large  and  handsome  brick  house. 

Clifton  R.  Rogers,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  October  26,  1804,  in  Fayette  County, 
Ky.,  and  was  a  son  of  James  Rogers,  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  and  owner  at  one  time  of  a  large 
plantation  and  many  slaves.  Clifton  R.  was  one 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Robert  Dudley,  deceased;  Mrs.  Lorenzo  W. 
Rhodes,  also  deceased;  Fleming,  who  died  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Kentucky;  Mrs.  Adeline  Early, 
and  Mary,  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Ellis,  also 
dead.  In  1829  Clifton  R.  Rogers  emigrated  to 
Marion  County,  and  for  a  year  rented  a  farm  after 
which  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  Section  14.  At  the  time  of  his  death  his  estate 
numbered  seven  hundred  acres.  In  1839 
up  a  brick  house  at  an  expense  of  $2,800,  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  those  days,  and  in  1851  he  added 
five  more  rooms  to  the  original  structure.  In 
his  political  belief  he  was  an  old  line  Whig.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  A.  Vauglm, 
was  born  in  November,  1808,  in  Fayette  County, 
Ky.  Her  parents,  James  and  Alary  Vaughan, 
were  natives  of  Virginia  and  prominent  people  of 
Fayette  County,  where  they  owned  a  large  farm 
and  a  number  of  slaves.  They  had  six  children. 


of  whom  John  S.,  a  physician,  died  in  California; 
Wiliam  died  in  New  Orleans;  Alary  died  un¬ 
married;  Dyonycia  became  the  wife  of  James 
Ware,  a  retired  Kentucky  farmer,  and  Narcissa 
became  the  wife  of  James  T.  Lewis;  and  James, 
Robert  and  Alartha  Ferguson  are  deceased.  The 
marriage  of  Clifton  R.  and  Eliza  Rogers  occurred 
in  Kentucky  in  Alarch,  1830,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  three  children:  James  V.,  our  subject; 
Alary  AI.,  whose  birth  occurred  in  June,  1835, 
and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Abel,  Harbor 
Commissioner  at  St.  Louis;  and  Sarah  Y.,  who 
was  born  in  Alarch,  1838,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Scudder,  City  Treasurer  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
The  father  of  these  children  departed  this  life 
June  17,  1871. 

James  V.  Rogers  was  born  August  22,  1831, 
and  was  brought  up  in  a  practical  manner,  be¬ 
fitting  a  farmer’s  boy.  In  Alarch,  1857,  he  went 
to  Carroll  County,  AIo.,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  continued  to  engage  in  its  management 
until  January,  1865.  Then  going  to  St.  Louis, 
ATo.,  he  embarked  in  the  live  stock  business,  to 
which  he  gave  his  entire  attention  for  the  next 
seven  years.  Since  1872  he  has  carried  on  the 
old  homestead  which  he  now  owns.  During  t'ne 
war  he  served  six  months  under  Gen.  Slack,  of 
Price’s  army,  and  in  Reeve’s  P)rigade.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  illness  he  was  left  behind  at  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  and  was  finally  honorably  discharged. 
In  1852  he  went  to  the  State  University  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  where  he  completed  his  education,  re¬ 
turning  home  in  1854.  He  is  a  member  of  tlic 
AlasQuic  Order,  the  K.  of  P.,  and  the  A.  O.  LJ.  W. 
d'liough  never  desirous  of  political  office,  he  uses 
his  ballot  on  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party. 

In  November,  1855,  J.  Y.  Rogers  and  Lizzie 
Guitar  were  united  in  marriage  at  Columbia, 
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Mo.  Slie  died  two  years  later,  at  tlie  age  of 
twenty-eight  years,  leaving  one  son,  Clifton  R.. 
who  was  born  in  September,  1857,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Carroll  County,  jNIo.  In 
1866  Mr.  Rogers  married  Leanora  Austin,  by 
wliom  he  had  one  son,  James  A.,  born  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1868,  and  now  Messenger  in  the  Pacific  Ex¬ 
press  Company  in  Chicago.  The  mother  died 
in  1869,  then  in  her  twenty-seventh  year.  The 
lady  who  subsequently  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  was  Mrs.  Mary  Emerson,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Emerson)  Shields.  ]\Irs. 
Rogers  was  born  in  Pike  County,  ^Ip.,  in  June, 
1839,  and  died  June  10,  1895.  She  was  one  of 
five  children.  Her  eldest  brother,  Thomas,  is 
deceased,  and  her  only  surviving  brother,  James 
H.,  is  an  attorney  at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  A  sister, 
Lizzie,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Gillian,  a  hardware 
merchant  of  St.  Paul,  Mo.,  and  Helen  is  the  wife 
of  James  N.  Hill,  a  broker  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  natives  of  Virginia 
but  at  an  early  day  settled  in  Pike  County,  Mo., 
from  whence  they  afterwards  moved  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Shields  conducted  a  mercantile 
business.  Mrs.  Rogers  had  one  child  by  her 
first  marriage,  but  it  died  in  infancy.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Rogers  she  became  the  mother 
of  two  sons — Odon  S.,  born  in  June,  1871,  and 
John  S.,  born  in  January,  1874,  both  still  living  on 
the  home  farm.  They  are  bright  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  young  business  men,  have  received  good 
educations  and  bid  fair  to  have  a  brilliant  future. 


Thomas  F.  MTLROY.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  Pike  County,  makes 
his  liome  in  Louisiana.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Ky.,  July  13,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Jane  (Wiseley)  Mcllroy,  tlie  former 
of  whom  was  a  native  of  County  Derry,  Ireland, 
his  birth  occurring  September  10,  1786;  he  was 
the  son  of  Patrick  Mcllroy,  a  farmer  in  the  Emer¬ 
ald  Isle.  Daniel  was  by  trade  a  linen  weaver,  and 
in  1819  left  his  native  land  and  emigrated  to  the 


United  States;  he  had  been  married  one  year  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  to  Miss  Wiseley,  whose  birth  also 
occurred  in  Ireland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  on  coming  to 
America,  located  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming  until  1831,  in  which 
vear  they  came  to  Missouri,  making  their  home  in 
Cuivre  Township.  There  the  father  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  its  improvement 
and  cultivation  until  his  decease,  September  :o, 
1836.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  in  religious 
affairs  connected  by  membership  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  IMcIlroy  set 
sail  for  the  United  States  in  IMay,  1818,  and  were 
never  heard  of  again;  they  were  John  and  [Mar¬ 
garet  (Paul)  Wiseley,  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  on  his  father's  side 
was  Mary  Mitchell. 

To  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  IMcIlroy  there  were 
born  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Robert, 
Daniel,  Mary  and  IMargaret;  of  these  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  the  only  member  to  make  his 
home  in  the  United  States.  [Mrs.  Jane  Mcllroy 
died  near  Bowling  Green,  Jidy  27,  1865.  By 
Daniel  [Mcllroy 's  union  with  Miss  Wiseley  were 
born  seven  children,  of  whom  Thomas,  ('if  this 
sketch,  was  the  oldest;  Mary  married  John  Ben- 
ning  (both  deceased);  Margaret  is  the  vvife  of 
Henry  L.  Pettibone,  and  makes  her  home  in  Lou¬ 
isiana,  Mo.;  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Marion  [Mc¬ 
Kay  and  is  now  deceased;  Robert  is  also  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Elizabeth  married  D.  B.  McClure,  of 
Audrain  County,  and  died  in  1892;  John  is  living 
at  Bowling  Green. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  Fay¬ 
ette  County,  Ky.,  and  when  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re¬ 
moval  to  Pike  County,  Mo.  He  secured  such  an 
education  as  could  be  gleaned  in  the  private 
school  and  January  22,  1846,  began  farming  on 
his  own  account.  His  farm  consisted  of  seventy 
acres,  lying  on  Section  22,  Calumet  Township, 
which  was  a  gift  from  his  wife’s  father;  he  culti¬ 
vated  this  land  for  a  period  of  forty-five  years, 
adding  to  the  tract  from  time  to  time  until  he 
became  the  possessor  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
broad  and  well-tilled  acres.  He  was  successful 
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as  a  general  farmer,  and  also  in  fruit  growing, 
of  which  he  made  a  specialty.  In  1891  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Louisiana,  where  he  has  a  comfortable 
home  and  is  prepared  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  ease  and  comfort. 

Mr.  Mcllroy  and  Miss  Letitia  Henry  were 
united  in  marriage  November  18,  1845; 
was  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  (Al¬ 
lison)  Henry,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Pike 
County  respectively.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  the  following-named  sons  and 
daughters;  John  W.,  a  resident  of  Calumet,  is 
County  Judge,  and  also  cultivates  a  fine  farm  he 
owns  in  that  locality;  Edna  A.,  widow  of  S.  Frank 
McKay;  George  C.,  living  west  of  Clarksville,  in 
Calumet  Township.  Mrs.  Mcllroy  departed  this 
life  August  3,  1853.  Her  husband  was  married 
the  second  time,  on  this  occasion  to  Lucretia 
Henry,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Jane  (Jordon) 
Henry;  she  died  May  30,  1855.  Mr.  Mcllroy  'was 
next  married  March  2,  1857,  to  Miss  Jane  IMar- 
tin,  daughter  of  Judge  Janies  Martin,  of  Peno 
Township,  Pike  County;  she  died  January  10, 
1858.  February  3,  1859,  our  subject  chose  for  his 
fourth  wife  Margaret  J.,  daughter  of  John  W. 
and  Elizabeth  (Fry)  Stark,  natives  of  Pike 
County.  Mrs.  Stark  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter;  she  became  the  mother 
of  nine  other  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  ex¬ 
cept  one.  ]\Iary  E.  married  B.  F.  Barton,  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  Mo.;  Helen  is  the  widow  of  Walker 
Stewart,  of  Monroe  County;  Edwin  E.  is  living 
at  Colorado  Springs,  Col.;  Susan  E.,  who  was 
married  to  John  Stark  and  is  deceased;  Henry 
W.  makes  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Calumet  Town¬ 
ship,  Pike  County;  Eliza  L.  is  now  Mrs.  Austin 
T.  Smith,  of  Colorado  Springs;  Marion  F.  is  like¬ 
wise  a  resident  of  that  place;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife 
of  A.  H.  Norton  and  lives  in  Calumet  Township; 
Luella  F.  was  married  to  Richard  Smith,  and  is 
a  resident  of  Colorado  Springs. 

By  his  union  with  Margaret  J.  Stark,  IMr.  j\Ic- 
llroy  became  the  father  of  four  children:  He-rry 
T.,  a  farmer  of  Buffalo  Township;  Ella  A.,  wife 
of  Robert  B.  Fry,  of  Monroe  County;  William 
S.,  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  home  farm ;  Eliza¬ 
beth  L.,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Hope,  of  Chattanooga, 


Tenn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mcllroy  are  members  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  during  his  residence 
on  the  farm  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Road'  Overseer. 

Mr.  Mcllroy  is  the  owner  of  much  valuable 
real  estate  within  the  city  of  Louisiana  and  the 
limits  of  this  county.  When  moving  to  Louisiana 
he  purchased  a  fine  location  and  erected  thereon 
a  good  residence.  He  has  been  a  very  success¬ 
ful  business  man,  rearing  and  providing  for  a 
large  family  of  children.  He  has  aided  largely  in 
the  development  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  county,  has  dealt  honestly  and  uprightly  with 
his  fellow  men,  and  as  a  consequence  has  their 
entire  confidence  and  high  regard. 


DOWLER  B.  NEWBERRY.  This  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  and  prominent  resident  of 
Hannibal  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
having  been  born  in  Belpre  Township,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  June  28,  1831.  He  w-as  therefore  a 
lad  of  eleven  years  wLen  his  parents  moved  to 
Schuyler  County,  Ilk,  in  1842.  He  was  trained 
to  farm  life  and  w^orked  in  cultivating  the  soil  un¬ 
til  eighteen  years  of  age,  w’hen  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brooms  in  Rushville,  this  State. 
He  lived  there  thus  employed  until  1851,  when 
he  took  up  the  business  of  painting,  in  wdiich  he 
continued  for  a  period  of  eight  years. 

In  1859  Mr.  New'berry  came  to  Hannibal  and 
accepted  a  situation  as  reporter  on  the  Hannibal 
“Daily  Messenger,”  which  w^as  subsequently 
merged  into  the  “Courier,”  holding  a  position  on 
that  paper  for  eleven  years.  He  established  four 
papers  in  Hannibal,  which  are  now  extinct,  name¬ 
ly:  the  “Plaindealer,”  the  “Dramatic  Bulletin,” 
the  “Clipper”  and  the  “Tidal  Wave.”  During  the 
late  w'ar  our  subject  enlisted  (1862)  in  the  Federal 
Army,  his  name  being  fifth  on  the  first  muster 
roll.  Pie  was  immediately  appointed  Orderly 
Sergeant,  holding  this  position  and  that  of  Drill- 
master  of  Cavalry  for  about  three  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1865  he  was  elected  Captain,  but,  the 
war  soon  closing,  the  company  was  mustered  out. 
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In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Newberry  was  initiated 
into  Hannibal  Lodge  No.  188,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
since  which  time  he  has  held  nearly  ever)-  office 
within  the  gift  of  the  lodge.  He  served  one  year 
in  Hannibal  Chapter  No.  7,  R.  A.  iM.,  as  Principal 
Sojourner  and  was  afterward  elected  Pligh  Priest, 
filling  that  position  four  consecutive  terms.  As  a 
Mason  he  has  attained  considerable  distinction, 
having  taken  the  York  Rite  degrees,  the  Egyp¬ 
tian,  Grecian,  Hindoostan,  Persian,  Bacchic,  Celt¬ 
ic,  British,  IMexican,  Gothic  and  Druidical  mys¬ 
teries,  together  with  numerous  side  degrees — 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  all.  As  a  zealous 
worker  he  stands  without  a  parallel,  having  missed 
attending  but  one  meeting  in  ten  years  in  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  then  was  prevented 
from  being  present  on  account  of  illness.  He 
is  the  author  of  several  Masonic  works,  all  of 
which  have  sales  running  up  into  the  thousands 
and  are  sold  cheap. 

Dowler  B.  Newberry  was  married  January  19, 
1856,  to  Miss  Mar)"  C.  Denison,  who  died  in  1858; 
two  years  later  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  jMiss 
IMinerva  A.  Dick  of  Hannibal,  IMo.  He  is  the 
father  of  six  children,  namely:  Florence  E.,  Jen¬ 
nie  B.,  Gillia  M.,  Fred  B.,  Kate  E.  and  Effie  M., 
all  of  whom  are  grown  up. 


Benjamin  a.  jaudon,  ^i.  d.,  of  Pal¬ 
myra  has  been  longer  engaged  in  practice 
here  than  any  other  physician.  For  many 
years  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  respond,  if  it  were  possi¬ 
ble,  every  call  for  his  services,  and  he  not  only 
had  many  patients  in  a  general  family  practice  in 
various  parts  of  the  county  but  attended  to  nearly 
all  the  surgical  cases  com])riscd  within  a  mucii 
larger  area.  Of  late  years  he  has  given  up  his 
work  to  some  extent,  taking  time  to  travel,  and 
for  two  winters  has  lived  among  the  flowers  and 
orange  groves  of  Southern  California. 

Soon  after  the  IMassacre  of  f^t.  Bartholomew, 
two  Jaudon  brothers  of  the  Huguenot  faith  left 
France  to  seek  a  home  in  the  land  of  freedom; 
one  settled  in  South  Carolina  and  the  other  in 
Philadelphia.  From  the  latter  was  descended 


Samuel  Jaudon,  an  eminent  banker  of  the  Quaker 
City,  who  under  Presidential  appointment  was 
financial  representative  of  the  United  States  in 
England  (about  1840).  The  doctor  owns  as  his 
ancestor  the  brother  who  located  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Benjamin,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  that  State  in  1795  and  died  in  1873,  and  the 
mother,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Polhill,  was 
born  in  1805  and  died  in  1863.  Although  she 
also  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  she  was 
principally  reared  at  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  Benja¬ 
min  Jaudon,  Sr.,  was  a  merchant  of  Robertsville, 
S.  C.,  and  was  the  proprietor  of  six  or  eight  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  and  sixty  or  sevenh"  slaves. 
In  1858  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Kansas 
City,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years,  having 
retired  from  business.  In  1863  the  famous  Order 
No.  II  compelled  all  southern  sympathizers  to 
remove  from  the  western  tier  of  counties  in 
Missouri,  near  Kansas  City,  and  I\Ir.  Jaudon  with 
his  family  was  obliged  to  obey.  His  wife  died 
in  Quincy,  111.,  of  pneumonia,  contracted  by  ex¬ 
posure  consequent  on  this  removal. 

Nine  children  who  grew  to  adult  years  were 
born  to  Benjamin  Jaudon,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  Sarah, 
namely:  Narroway,  who  married  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Ashburn,  a  Baptist  minister;  Ellen,  wife  of 
W’illiam  J.  Stafford,  a  farmer;  Adelaide,  who 
married  B.  E.  Smith,  a  Charleston  (S.  C.)  mer¬ 
chant;  Annie,  who  wedded  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Luther,  founder  of  the  “Central  Baptist,”  a  paper 
which  was  first  published  at  Palmyra  but  later 
removed  to  St.  Louis;  Alice  (^frs.  N.  J.  Smith), 
now  of  Kansas  City;  Benjamin,  the  subject  of  this 
article;  Thomas  P.,  a  business  man  of  Kansas 
City;  James  A.  and  George,  farmers  near  Belton, 
Cass  County,  Mo.  Three  of  the  sons,  Benjamin 
•A,.,  Thomas  P.  and  James  A.,  served  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army. 

The  doctor  was  born  June  ii,  1832,  in  Beaufort 
County,  S.  C.,  and  received  a  good  training  in 
the  fundamental  branches  of  learning  by  private 
teachers.  M'hen  fourteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  and  for  two  years  was  a  student 
in  the  university  of  that  city,  completing  the 
Sophomore  year.  Following  that  he  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  B.  W.  Lawton,  a  well-known  physician 
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of  Barnwell  District,  S.  C.,  and  attended  lectures 
at  the  Charleston  Medical  College  in  1850-51.  In 
March,  1853,  he  graduated  from  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine;  .soon  afterward  he  started 
on  horseback  to  make  a  tour  of  Florida  and 
southern  points,  proceeding  a  part  of  the  way  by 
boat.  He  visited,  among  other  places,  Monticello, 
Tallahassee  and  Pensacola,  riding  sometimes  over 
thirty  miles  without  seeing  a  habitation,  and  fre¬ 
quently  came  across  large  herds  of  deer  and  great 
flocks  of  wild  fowl.  He  thoroughly  enjoyed  this 
sort  of  life  for  a  year  and  returned  home  on  horse¬ 
back  through  Georgia.  Then  until  1856  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  in  Barnwell  County,  S.  C., 
but  in  the  year  mentioned  joined  a  colonization 
party  and  went  to  Lecompton,  Kan.,  where  he 
practiced  medicine  for  two  years.  In  those 
troublous  times  the  North  and  the  South  were 
struggling  for  the  supremacy  in  Kansas  and  the 
doctor  was  among  the  eleven  hundred  men  who 
went  with  Sheriff  Jones  to  arrest  Jim  Lane  and 
attack  the  Town  of  Lawrence.  From  1858  until 
1861  our  subject  practiced  in  Kansas  City.  Deem¬ 
ing  it  his  duty  to  espouse  the  Southern  cause  he 
took  a  double-barreled  shot-gun,  slipped  through 
the  Federal  posts  and  in  June,  1861,  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Capt.  Henry  Brooking’s  Company.  At 
Carthage  he  fought  in  the  ranks  and  again  at 
Lexington.  After  the  last-named  battle  he  was 
commissioned  as  Surgeon  of  Gen.  Rains’  Divis¬ 
ion  of  the  Missouri  State  Guard.  Upon  the  re¬ 
treat  of  Gen.  Price  into  Arkansas  from  Spring- 
field,  Dr.  Jaudon  was  left  in  charge  of  the  six 
hundred  sick  and  wounded  Confederate  soldiers, 
having  six  assistants,  one  of  Avhom  was  Dr. 
Charles  O.  Curtman,  now  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  the  Missouri  Medical  College,  St.  Louis.  At 
this  time  (February,  1862)  the  doctor  met  Gens. 
Siegel  and  Curtis  and  for  two  months  was  within 
the  Federal  lines;  he  was  finally  sent  under  escort 
to  Yellville,  Ark.,  to  join  his  comrades,  and  from 
there  went  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  was  made 
surgeon  of  Nelson’s  Texas  Brigade.  He  Avas 
afterward  transferred  to  an  Arkansas  Brigade,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  minie  ball  in  a  skir¬ 
mish  with  Col.  Jim  Lane’s  forces,  near  Fort  Smith. 
Later  he  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove 


and  subsequently  had  charge  of  the  wounded  who 
were  transported  to  Little  Rock.  About  this  time 
he  was  made  Chief  Surgeon  of  Gen.  Churchill’s 
Division  and  filled  that  position  on  the  Red  River 
Expedition  against  Banks  and  at  the  battle  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  where,  on  account  of  an  unex¬ 
pected  movement  of  the  troops,  the  field  hospital 
of  which  he  had  charge  was  fired  upon  from  every 
side  and  many  of  the  patients  killed.  After  this 
unfortunate  affair  he  moved  with  his  command  to 
meet  Gen.  Steele,  who  was  marching  north  from 
Little  Rock,  and  met  him  on  the  banks  of  Salt 
River,  near  Compton,  Ark.,  where  the  battle  of 
Jenkins’  Ferry  took  place.  Subsequent  to  this 
battle  his  command  surrendered  at  Shreveport, 
La.,  and  they  were  given  transportation  by  the 
Government  to  their  homes.  The  fortunes  of  the 
war  Avere  extremely  depleting  to  the  pocketbooks 
of  its  participants  and  when  he  reached  home  Dr. 
Jaudon  had  but  five  dollars  in  money  and  a  case 
of  instruments  with  which  to  begin  his  business 
life.  Settling  in  Monroe  County  he  borrowed  a 
horse  and,  getting  some  medicine  on  credit,  prac¬ 
ticed  in  that  vicinity  for  a  year;  in  1866  he  took 
up  his  permanent  residence  in  Palmyra.  His  long- 
practice  has  extended  over  forty-two  years,  and  he 
well  deserves  a  rest  from  future  toil.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  student  and  on  his  return  from  the 
army  he  happened  to  look  over  an  old  Greek 
book  and,  finding-  that  he  had  nearly  forgotten 
his  knowledge  of  that  language,  at  once  resumed 
its  study,  reading  the  Greek  New  Testament  en¬ 
tirely  through.  When  his  father  Avent  to  Kansas 
City,  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  he  bought  twelve 
acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Twenty-fourth  street  and 
SoutliAvest  Boulevard  for  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
This  property  has  since  become  very  valuable  and 
during  the  great  boom  in  real  estate  there  the  doc¬ 
tor  sold  one  lot,  to  Avhich  he  had  fallen  heir,  for 
ten  thousand  dollars.  He  has  taken  the  ninth 
degree  in  Masonry  and  is  still  active  in  the  fra¬ 
ternity.  For  many  years  he  Avas  President  of  the 
Marion  County  Medical  Society  and  he  belongs 
also  to  the*  State  and  National  Medical  Associa¬ 
tions.  Since  1846  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  and  is  now  Senior 
Deacon. 

May  30,  1867,  Dr.  Jaudon  married  Elizabeth  F. 
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Yeager,  a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  born 
November  8,  1841;  she  is  a  sister  of  John  R. 
Yeager  of  Marion  County,  Mo.,  and  R.  L.  Yeager, 
a  prominent  lawyer  of  Kansas  City,  and  daughter 
of  Elijah  and  Elizabeth  (Redd)  Yeager,  natives 
of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  respectively.  Mrs. 
Jaudon  is  the  seventh  child  of  her  father’s  second 
marriage  and  was  nine  years  old  when  she  was 
taken  by  an  aunt  (Caroline  McPheeters  of 
Palmyra,  Mo.),  with  whom  she  lived  until  twelve 
years  of  age;  then  she  went  to  Independence, 
Mo.,  and  w'as  educated  in  a  private  school  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  B.  T.  Tillery.  She  remained  in 
the  school  until  nineteen  years  of  age  when  she 
returned  to  Palmyra,  making  her  home  with  her 
Aunt  Caroline  McPheeters  until  she  was  mar¬ 
ried.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  the  mar¬ 
riage:  Annie  T.,  who  graduated  from  Hardin 
College  and  is  now  at  home;  Benjamin  Y.,  who 
is  pursuing  medical  studies  in  the  College  of 
I’hysicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York  City. 


UDGE  COLUMBUS  FRANKLIN  KIRT- 
LEY,  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  citizens 
of  New  London,  jMo.,  was  born  February 
24,  1816,  in  Green  County,  Ky.,  and  is  a  son  of 
Elijah  and  Lucinda  (Cook)  Kirtley,  the  former 
a  native  of  ^drginia,  but  who  removed  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  with  his  parents  when  a  young  man.  Eli¬ 
jah  Kirtley  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Kirtley,  also  a 
native  of  Virginia,  but  of  English  ancestry,  who 
removed  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day.  He  had  a 
family  of  nine  children:  Nancy,  who  married 
William  Herndon;  Polly,  who  married  John 
Wood;  Bessie,  who  married  Belfield  Henry; 
Lucy,  who  married  William  Hobson;  Juda,  who 
married  George  Wilson;  Matilda  was  married  to 
George  Miller;  Lewis,  who  was  killed  in  the  war 
of  1812;  William,  and  Elijah. 

Elijah  Kirtley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  to  farm  life  in  Green  County.  He  came 
to  Missouri  in  1854,  with  a  view  of  locating  here, 
and  was  taken  with  cholera  and  died  at  his  son’s 
home  in  1854.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
a  Whig.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 


Cook,  who  lived  and  died  in  Kentucky.  She  died 
in  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirtley  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Washington,  deceased; 
Alvira,  who  married  John  Stayfield,  of  Kentucky; 
Columbus  F.,  our  subject;  Edwin,  deceased,  was 
a  Baptist  preacher,  who  died  in  Kentucky;  Man- 
let,  deceased^  Elijah,  living  in  Bowling  Green; 
Luciana,  deceased,  and  Lafayette. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Green  County,  Ky., 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  left  his  native  State  for 
Springfield,  Ill.,  where  he  remained  for  a  time, 
and  in  1836  went  to  Alton,  and  that  year  en¬ 
tered  Shurtliff  College  and  studied  there  until 
1838.  He  was  then  engaged  as  Superintendent  of 
Construction  on  a  railroad  that  was  being  built 
out  from  Springfield,  Ill.  He  returned  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1839  and  located  at  Greensburg,  which 
then  had  a  population  of  about  two  thousand, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1840.  He  prac¬ 
ticed  there  till  1843,  then  located  at  Palmyra 
and  remained  there  until  1849,  'vhen  he  took  the 
gold  fever  and  went  to  California,  taking  the 
overland  route,  and  being  about  five  months  on 
the  way.  While  there  he  kept  a  hotel  and  en¬ 
gaged  also  in  trading  in  goods.  He  was  success¬ 
ful  and  returned  in  1851  to  Palmyra  and  built  the 
house  known  as  the  McKabe.  In  1853,  not  being 
contented  in  the  practice  of  law,  he  started  again 
for  California  with  a  drove  of  cattle.  He  left  St. 
Joseph  about  the  middle  of  iMay  and  arrived  in 
California  in  August.  Out  of  two  hundred  head 
of  cattle,  with  which  he  started,  he  lost  very'  few. 
He  disposed  of  his  drove  at  a  good  profit  and  re¬ 
turned  the  same  y'ear,  purchased  a  farm  of  six 
hundred  acres  in  Spencer  Township,  and  which 
had  already  been  improved,  on  which  he  lived 
until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  New  London 
and  erected  the  nice  residence  in  which  he  now 
lives.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen¬ 
ate,  representing  Ralls,  Marion  and  Shelby 
Counties,  and  served  one  term.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  Probate  Judge  and  was  reelected,  serving 
eight  years.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Ralls  County  Bank  and  was  for  some  years 
its  President.  V’hile  in  Kentucky  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  County  Attorney,  which  office  he  re¬ 
signed  upon  removal  to  Missouri. 
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Judge  Kirtley  was  married  in  Palmyra  in  1844 
to  Virginia,  daughter  of  Thornton  Buckner,  a 
native  of  Virginia.  She  was  a  niece  of  Judge 
Buckner,  of  Kentucky.  Her  mother  was  Miss 
Stanton,  of  Virginia.  Of  their  children,  Frank 
Buckner  was  thrown  from  a  horse,  from  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  which  he  died  some  years  later;  Anna  is 
now  the  wife  of  James  Caldwell,  of  New  London; 
Richard  E.  is  an  attorney  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
Jennie  is  engaged  in  teaching  at  Hannibal;  Jessie 
is  the  wife  of  James  Brown,  a  merchant  of  New 
London.  Mrs.  Kirtley  died  in  January,  1882. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Judge  Kirtley  was  married  the  second  time  to 
Mrs.  Foreman,  who  was  born  in  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Timothy  Ford.  The 
Judge  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
the  Masonic  order.  He  has  been  an  active  man 
and  has  accumulated  large  properties.  He  is  now 
living  in  retirement,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  long 
and  honorable  life,  surrounded  by  friends  who 
honor  and  respect  him. 


OHN  WILLIAM  JAMES.  Among  'the 
promising  young  farmers  of  Ralls  County 
mention  must  surely  be  made  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  was  born  in  Pike  County,  this  State, 
August  3,  1868.  His  father,  John  D.  James,  who 
was  one  of  the  largest  landowners  and  wealthv 
residents  of  the  county,  left  him  an  estate  con¬ 
taining  two  hundred  and  forty-three  acres  of  pro¬ 
ductive  land,  besides  property  in  Illinois.  On 
this  tract  he  now  makes  his  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in  Pike 
County,  in  1849,  in  young  manhood  went  to 
California,  where  he  engaged  in  mining.  Upon 
his  return  he  located  in  Spencer  Towmship,  Ralls 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land 
and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  some  time. 
This  estate  was  located  near  New  London,  and 
contained  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  the 
Pike  Road.  He  afterward  added  to  this  place 
some  three  hundred  acres,  and  besides  this  ex¬ 
tensive  property  he  owned  a  thousand  acres  in 


the  Sni  Bottoms,  across  from  the  City  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  in  Pike  County,  Ill.  To  the  cultivation  of 
this  he  gave  his  attention  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  very  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  community  and  in  1876  was  elected  Sheriff 
and  Collector  of  Ralls  County,  serving  acceptably 
for  two  years.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  a  leader  in  his  party.  The  Christian  Church 
recognized  in  him  one  of  its  most  valued  mem¬ 
bers.  He  died  October  9,  1886,  aged  forty-si.x 
years,  two  months  and  eighteen  days. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Jennie  A.  Rector,  the  daughter  of  Jesse  H.  Rec¬ 
tor,  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  Pike  County.  She  died  March  10,  1892.  Her 
religious  faith  was  also  that  embodied  in  the 
Christian  Church.  The  parental  family  included 
six  children;  Lizzie  and  Laura,  twins;  the  for¬ 
mer  the  wife  of  Preston  Megown,  of  whom  a 
sketch  appears  in  this  book,  and  Laura  is  j\Irs. 
J.  E.  Megown,  cashier  of  the  Ralls  County  Bank; 
Lola  May  is  now  Mrs.  Claude  W.  Nicholson,  of 
Quincy,  Ill.;  Jefferson  B.  resides  in  New  London, 
and  Thomas  is  deceased. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  principally  in  the  public  schools  of  New 
London,  and  when  leaving  school  began  farming 
on  the  old  homestead  and  also  gave  some  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  cultivation  of  the  Prairie  State  farm. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  and  the  division  of  the 
estate,  he  received  as  his  share  tw^o  hundred  and 
forty-three  acres,  besides  a  portion  of  the  estate 
in  Illinois.  He  makes  his  home,  however,  in 
Ralls  County,  and  has  erected  for  the  occupancy 
of  his  family  a  beautiful  cottage,  elegantly  fur¬ 
nished.  He  takes  great  pride  in  the  fine  stock 
which  he  breeds,  and  derives  a  handsome  income 
from  this  branch  of  business. 

On  April  27,  1892,  Mr.  James  and  ]\Iiss  Sallie 
F.,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Rebecca  (Kessler) 
Gregg,  were  united  in  mariage.  Mrs.  James  was 
born  in  Pike  County,  of  which  portion  of  the  State 
her  mother  was  also  a  native,  while  Mr.  Gregg, 
who  is  now  deceased,  was  from  Kentucky.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
John  D.,  and  a  daugliter,  Bertha.  The  mother 
of  these  children  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 


211 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Churcli,  wliile  her  husband  is  connected  with  the 
Christian  Clnirch.  In  politics  Mr.  James  is  a 
Democrat,  and  socially  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
Lodge  No.  180,  at  New  London.  He  is  also  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  and  an  Odd  Fellow. 


JAMES  A.  HUDSON,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  jMacon  “Times,”  is  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  and  highly  respected  citizens 
of  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  in  Montgomery  County  October  7, 
1853.  His  parents  were  James  M.  and  Elizabeth 
(Thomas)  Hudson,  natives  respectively  of  \’ir- 
ginia  and  Kentucky.  They  were  married,  how¬ 
ever,  in  this  State,  where  they  have  since  made 
their  home. 

James  A.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  his 
father’s  family  and  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when 
deprived  of  his  care.  He  remained  at  home  until 
attaining  his  fifteenth  year,  when,  having  received 
a  common-school  education,  he  felt  that  he  would 
be  able  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  left  the  old  homestead  and  was 
variously  employed  until  1872,  when  he  <.ame  to 
Macon  County.  Being  desirous  of  learning  the 
“art  preservative,”  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
“Times”  and  after  working  there  for  some  months 
went  to  Bowling  Green.  Very  soon,  however,  we 
find  him  again  in  this  city  engaged  in  setting 
type,  which  business  he  followed  until  1874. 
'I'hat  year  he  established  himself  in  the  grocery 
business,  but  not  having  a  particular  liking  for 
mercantile  life,  he  soon  abandoned  it  and  went 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  set  type  in  the  office  of  the 
old  St.  Louis  “Republican.” 

In  1875  r^Ir.  Hudson  returned  to  IMacon  and 
in  1877  purchased  an  interest  in  the  “E.xaminer,” 
but  later,  disposing  of  this  to  good  advantage, 
established  the  “Chariton  Courier,”  published  at 
Keytesville.  This  he  conducted  for  five  years 
with  ever-increasing  success  and  influence.  Vhilc 
a  resident  of  that  place  he  was  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Earmers’  Bank  and  also  in  the 
Keytesville  Building  Association.  In  1883  Mr. 


Hudson  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Keytesville 
and  returned  to  ^lacon,  purchasing  the  office  of 
the  “Register,”  which  he  changed  to  its  old  time 
name — the  “Times.”  It  is  one  of  the  most  ably 
conducted  papers  of  Northern  Missouri  and  the 
year  in  which  he  assumed  the  proprietorship  of 
this  sheet  !Mr.  Hudson  was  awarded  a  gold  medal 
by  the  Missouri  Press  Association  for  publishing 
the  best  printed  paper  in  the  State. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married 
October  30,  1873,  was  Miss  Julia,  daughter  of 
Judge  J.  R.  Alderman.  To  them  have  been  born 
four  children;  Ethel,  Alexander,  James  E.  and 
Theo.  Wilson.  Mr.  Hudson  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  \\'.,  the  1.  O.  O.  E.  and  a  Knight  Tem¬ 
plar  in  the  IMasonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is 
Democratic,  tried  and  true,  and  an  out-and-out, 
old-fashioned  sound  money  adherent,  and  during 
the  silver  craze  (from  1893  advocated  the 
sound  money  doctrine  in  the  “Times”  with  much 
force,  his  articles  attracting  attention  throughout 
the  State. 


OSWALD  HICKS,  one  of  the  progressive 
young  business  men  of  Macon,  is  rapidly 
making  his  way  to  the  front  rank  among 
his  fellows.  As  a  man  of  business  his  transac¬ 
tions  are  characterized  by  honesty  and  good  judg¬ 
ment;  he  is  a  close  observer  of  passing  events  and 
well  informed  on  all  questions  of  general  interest. 
The  Hicks  family  came  originally  from  England, 
locating  first  in  \’irginia.  Josiah,  the  first  of 
whom  we  have  any  definite  record,  was  born  in 
Chesterfield  County,  that  State.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  came  to  Missouri  in  1837. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County,  this  State,  Eebruary  26,  1861,  to 
George  W.  and  Jennie  (London)  Hicks,  natives 
of  the  Old  Dominion  and  Schuyler  County,  Mo., 
resj)ectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  State  in  1837.  They 
first  located  near  Glasgow,  Howard  County, 
where  Grandfather  John  Hicks  was  engaged  in 
the  culture  of  tobacco.  He  was  twice  married, 
i  By  his  first  union  there  were  born  eight  children: 
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John  A.,  Morris  E.  and  George  W.  are  deceased; 
Payton,  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  Army,  was 
killed  at  Pea  Ridge,  Ark.;  Napoleon  B.,  a  physi¬ 
cian,  died  in  Chariton  County  in  1893;  iSIary, 
wife  of  Robert  Turner,  a  farmer  of  Randolph 
County,  Mo.;  Priscilla,  who  married  Thepphilus 
Sears,  an  extensive  land  owner  of  this  section,  and 
after  his  decease  became  the  wife  of  William 
Richmond  of  Moberly;  Willie,  wife  of  George  W. 
Carnes  of  Randolph  County,  this  State. 

The  Londons  settled  first  in  Alabama  and  from 
that  State  were  scattered  over  other  portions  of 
the  South.  William  London,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Hicks,  made  his  way  to  IMissouri  when  it  was 
yet  a  Territory.  He  had  a  supply  station  or  store 
at  Westport  and  in  that  early  day  owned  the 
land  on  which  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  now  stands. 
To  George  W.  Hicks  and  wife  was  born  only  one 
son,  our  subject. 

Oswald  Hicks  worked  on  his  father's  farm  un¬ 
til  attaining  his  seventeenth  year,  when  he  came 
to  ^lacon  and  began  attending  the  public  schools. 
He  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  ’83  and  re¬ 
turning  to  his  home  taught  school  for  two 
winters,  occupying  his  time  in  farming  during  the 
summer  months.  With  the  money  thus  earned 
he  went  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  took  a 
business  course  in  the  commercial  college  of  that 
place,  returning  to  Chariton  County  in  1886. 
Here  he  farmed  the  following  summer  and  in 
October  of  that  year  he  and  a  classmate,  iM.  E. 
Bomback,  opened  a  grocery  store  at  Chillicothe, 
Mo.  Soon  thereafter  our  subject  took  charge  of 
a  school,  while  his  partner  managed  the  store.  A 
few  months  later  he  bought  an  interest  in  the 
real  estate  and  abstract  business  of  John  iM. 
London,  iMacon,  IMo.,  the  firm  now  conducting 
an  extensive  business  under  the  name  of  London 
&  Hicks.  They  have  complete  abstracts  of  Macon 
County  and  do  a  large  business,  principally  for 
the  Omaha  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  and  have 
loaned  over  one  and  a  quarter  million  dollars 
since  our  subject  was  taken  in  as  partner,  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  cent. 

Oswald  Hicks  is  a  K.  of  P.  and  takes  great  in¬ 
terest  in  the  order  of  Maccabees.  He  is  District 
Master  Workman  (District  No.  23,  IMissouri),  of 


•the  K.  of  L.  and  in  other  ways  is  connected  with 
many  of  the  secret  societies  of  the  place.  He  was 
a  true  blue  Republican  in  politics  until  1892,  when 
he  attached  himself  to  the  Populist  party.  He 
made  a  canvass  of  the  county  in  1890,  also  in 
1894,  when  he  was  candidate  for  the  office  of 
County  Recorder,  but  on  each  occasion  was  de¬ 
feated  by  a  small  majority. 


AN  BUREN  LELEVER.  This  gentle¬ 
man  is  very  w'ell  known  in  iMarion  Coun¬ 
ty  and,  indeed,  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
as  was  also  his  worthy  and  honored  father,  who 
was  among  the  pioneers  of  this  region.  For 
years  he  held  the  office  of  School  Director  and 
served  on  the  building  committee  under  wdrosc 
supervision  the  stone  school-house  at  Providence 
was  constructed.  In  1861  he  was  elected  Asses¬ 
sor  of  iMarion  County  and  so  faithfully  perfomied 
his  duties  that  he  was  reelected  the  following  year, 
though  he  was  obliged  to  wait  until  the  close  of 
the  war  to  receive  the  salary  for  the  last  year. 
He  may  well  be  proud  of  his  beautiful  farm,  fine 
stock  and  neat  buildings,  the  homestead  being 
situate  on  Section  29,  ]\Iiller  Towmship.  It  would 
be  hard  to  find  a  more  public-spirited,  progressive 
and  genial  member  of  the  community,  or  one 
more  highly  respected  by  his  associates. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Samuel  Lefever,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1793  and  was  a  soldier  of  the 
\¥ar  of  1812.  In  1816  he  married  Rebecca  Kel¬ 
sey  and,  moving  to  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  re¬ 
sided  there  for  tw’O  years,  when  he  came  to  i\Ia- 
rion  County,  iMo.  He  first  settled  on  Section  16, 
then  located  on  Section  29,  and  lastly  on  Section 
36,  being  obliged  to  give  up  the  first  two  tracts 
of  land,  as  he  was  unable  to  raise  the  money  to 
prove  them  iqr.  He  succeeded  in  paying  for 
eighty  acres  on  Section  36,  and  later  added  eighty 
acres  more,  this  now  constituting  what  is  known 
as  the  old  Lefever  Homestead.  The  present  own¬ 
er  of  the  place  is  Emma  Lefever,  who  possesses 
the  original  government  patent.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  the  father  was  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  besides  work- 
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ing-  at  the  trade  of  a  stonemason.  In  1833,  while 
he  was  building  a  large  stone  house  for  James, 
the  father  of  Stephen  Glascock,  in  Ralls  County, 
seven  miles  from  his  home,  the  remarkable  phe¬ 
nomenon,  remembered  by  some  of  the  old  settlers 
as  “the  shower  of  stars,”  occurred.  Mr.  Glascock 
had  arisen  early,  called  the  men  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  working  on  his  new  house  and  told 
them  there  was  no  need  to  build  any  fires,  as  they 
would  all  soon  be  warm  enough,  for  he  believed 
the  end  of  the  world  had  come.  After  watching 
the  wonderful  display  until  dawn  Mr.  Lefever 
liastened  home,  expecting  to  find  his  family  bad¬ 
ly  frightened;  they,  however,  had  slept  peacefully 
through  it  -all  and  had  thus  missed  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  sights  of  this  century.  His  two 
eldest  daughters,  !Mary  and  Elizabeth,  were  among 
the  first  pupils  of  the  first  school  established  in 
Miller  Township,  three  miles  distant  from  their 
liome.  During  the  winter  the  father  would  hitch 
a  horse  to  a  log  and  drag  it  to  the  school-house, 
thus  making  a  path  through  the  snow  for  the  chil¬ 
dren.  His  death  occurred  February  22,  1888,  at 
the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-five  years  and  twen¬ 
ty-six  days;  his  faithful  wife,  who  sur\dved  him 
three  years,  died  March  13,  1891,  aged  ninety-five 
years,  seven  months  and  fourteen  days.  This 
worthy  couple  shared  each  other’s  joys  and  sor¬ 
rows  for  over  seventy  years,  a  record  that  is  rarely 
eclipsed,  and  are  now  sleeping  their  last  sleep  in 
Bear  Creek  Cemetery. 

.Bamuel  Lefever  had  eight  children  who  lived 
to  maturity,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  B.  F.  Pepper; 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  I.  D.  Elzea),  of  Ralls  County; 
Rebecca,  who  married  James  A.  Elzea  of  the 
same  county;  David  N.  (deceased);  Emily,  who 
has  never  married;  Van  Buren,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  James  Keith),  of  Ralls 
County;  David  Nelson.  David  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  States  service  under  Gen.  Price,  serv¬ 
ing  for  six  months,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that 
I)eriod  he  returned  home  and  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government.  He  was  after¬ 
ward  falsely  accused  of  participating  in  the  “An- 
der.son  raid,”  in  which  a  number  of  Union  men 
were  killed.  He  was  arrested  on  this  charge  and 
started  under  military  guard  to  St.  Joseph,  but 
before  reaching  there  was  deliberately  murdered. 


His  father,  on  learning  of  the  dreadful  fate 
which  had  overtaken  his  son,  went  for  his  re¬ 
mains,  which  were  interred  in  Providence  Ceme¬ 
tery. 

Our  subject  was  bom  on  the  old  homestead  on 
Section  36,  July  22,  1832,  and  obtained  a  fair  gen¬ 
eral  education  in  the  district  schools.  During  his 
early  youth  he  attended  school  in  the  winter,  the 
remainder  of  the  year  being  devoted  to  farming. 
In  1847  lie  entered  Vermilion  College,  Hayes- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  after  graduating  there  taught  in 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  for  two  years;  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  between  terms  he  found  employment  on 
farms  and  as  a  carpenter.  Going  next  to  Adams 
County,  Ill.,  he  taught  school  at  Ursa  for  a  short 
time  and  then  obtained  a  school  in  his  home 
county.  As  previously  he  employed  his  spare 
time  on  the  farm  and  also  operated  a  threshing 
machine.  In  1859  his  right  arm  was  caught  in 
the  cylinder  of  the  machine  and  the  bones  in  the 
hand  and  arm  above  the  wrist  so  shattered -that 
it  was  considered  necessary  to  amputate  the  arm 
just  below  the  elbow,  but  notwithstanding  this 
misfortune  he  pursued  his  accustomed  work  with 
his  usual  energy  and  managed  to  do  as  much 
with  one  arm  as  many  others  do  with  two;  nor 
was  he  deterred  from  continuing  to  run  the 
thresher,  and  it  is  truly  said  that  he  has  handled 
more  grain  in  this  way  than  any  other  man  in 
the  county.  He  owned  a  half  interest  in  the  first 
steam  thresher  in  this  vicinity  and  was  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  first  traction  engine  introduced 
here.  In  1894  he  operated  two  steam  threshers, 
one  of  them  in  the  wheat  district  on  the  Illinois 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  known  as  “Sni  Bottoms.” 
As  a  teacher  he  was  very  successful  and  received 
forty  dollars  a  month  at  a  time  when  this  was 
considered  exceptional  wages.  In  1870  he  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
since  increased  to  his  present  farm  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres,  besides  which  he  owns  two 
hundred  acres  in  “Sni  Bottoms,”  Illinois;  on  one 
corner  of  this  farm  is  situated  the  club-house  of 
the  Sni  Ecarte  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club,  a  great 
resort  for  sportsmen.  Mr.  Lefever  himself  is  verv 
fond  of  hunting  and  shoots  as  many  ducks  as  any 
of  the  "boys.”  Having  lost  his  right  hand  he 
shoots  from  the  left  shoulder,  resting  the  gun  on 
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the  stump  of  his  right  arm.  In  company  with 
some  of  his  neighbors  he  often  goes  to  the  south¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  State,  hunting  deer  and  tur¬ 
keys,  and  over  the  front  door  of  his  house  is  a 
handsome  pair  of  antlers — a  trophy  of  his  skill. 

November  29,  1866,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Sarber 
of  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  She  was  one  of  his 
pupils  and  after  his  return  to  Missouri  they  cor¬ 
responded,  their  attachment  for  each  other 
ripening  into  love.  From  Mr.  Lefever’s  glowing 
account  of  the  country  Mr.  Sarber  was  induced 
to  come  here  on  a  prospecting  tour,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  was  that  he  moved  his  family  to  Marion 
County.  The  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Lefever  and  his 
former  pupil  was  resumed  and  their  marriage 
took  place  in  less  than  a  year  afterward.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely;  Albert,  the  eldest,  who  married  Allie 
Thompson  and  owns  a  good  farm  adjoining  that 
of  his  father;  Samuel,  who  now  resides  in  Elgin; 
Kelsey,  Effie,  John,  Emily  and  Dana,  who  are 
unmarried  and  still  under  the  friendly  shelter  of 
the  old  home.  As  an  example  of  Mr.  Lefever’s 
benevolence  and  public-spirit  it  might  be  men¬ 
tioned  that,  though  not  a  member  of  any  congre¬ 
gation,  he  donated  one  hundred  dollars  to  the 
fund  for  enlarging  and  repairing  the  Providence 
Church. 


Robert  SLOAN  SPAHR,  a  prominent 
and  well-known  business  man  of  Plannibal, 
is  numbered  among  her  public-spirited 
young  citizens.  He  is  very  popular  and  possesses 
those  qualities  of  energy,  perseverance  and  de¬ 
termination  which  are  always  bound  to  come  to 
the  front.  At  present  he  has  a  field  of  labor  which 
affords  him  ample  scope  for  his  ambition,  for  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Humphreys-Spahr  Shoe  Com¬ 
pany,  which  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  business  concerns  of  this  section. 

A  son  of  Jacob  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Sloan)  Spahr, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Booneville,  Mo.,  June 
16,  1868.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  was  of  German  ancestry.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 


tobacco  at  Booneville,  Mo.,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Spahr  &  Bruester.  He  had  emigrated  to  this 
State  when  quite  young  and  here  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life,  his  demise  occurring  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1879,  at  Booneville.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  once  been 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  State,  and  established 
many  lodges  in  different  sections;  on  his  death 
his  fraternal  brethren  showed  their  respect  and 
love  for  him  by  erecting  a  fine  monument  to  his 
memory.  In  politics  he  was  always  on  the  side 
of  the  Democracy.  A  very  successful  business 
man,  he  accumulated  a  handsome  property  and 
owned  real  estate  at  Booneville  and  St.  Louis, 
but  through  the  failure  of  banks  and  the  dishon¬ 
esty  of  his  partners  he  finally  lost  his  fortune  and 
his  family  was  left  unprovided  for.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  Booneville,  Mo.,;  her  parents  were 
James  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Morton)  Sloan.  The 
former  was  for  about  twenty  years  Sheriff  of 
Scott  County,  Ky.,  and,  though  now  in  his  eighty- 
third  year,  still  enjoys  good  health  and  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Booneville,  this  State;  he  remembers  Lin¬ 
coln  when  he  was  a  lad  and  was  a  firm  friend  of 
Henry  Clay.  At  one  time  James  Morton  owned 
the  ground  on  which  the  United  States  Capitol 
building  stands  and  the  deeds  and  papers  con¬ 
nected  with  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  this  land 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Roscoe  Conklin  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Morton  left  Washing¬ 
ton  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  settled  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  going  from  there  to  Booneville,  i\Io.,  where 
he  departed  this  life. 

R.  S.  Spain*  is  one  of  eleven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  deceased,  namely :  David,  Lee,  Morris, 
Anna,  Grace  and  JMary.  The  others  are  Calla, 
Robert,  Ida  (Mrs.  H.  H.  Westcott),  a  member 
of  the  firm  with  which  our  subject  is  connected; 
Madge  (]\Irs.  J.  H.  Bennett  of  St.  Louis);  Helen 
(Mrs.  A.  C.  Christy  of  St.  Louis).  The  mother 
of  these  children  is  now  living  with  her  son  Robert 
in  Hannibal;  the  latter  was  reared  in  Booneville, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  His  first 
independent  venture  was  to  work  for  his  uncle, 
Robert  Sloan,  on  his  farm.  After  the  father’s 
death  young  Spahr  removed  with  his  mother  and 
sisters  to  St.  Louis  and  was  employed  as  a  gen- 
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cral  errand  boy  for  llie  drug  firm  of  Eslinger  & 
Shelian.  Remaining  there  for  about  three  years 
lie  then  became  a  clerk  in  a  railroad  office  for 
two  years  more,  after  which  he  traveled  for  a 
St.  Louis  cigar  firm.  On  account  of  failing  health 
he  gave  up  his  position  and  commenced  teaching 
a  dancing  school,  but  this  business  was  not  to  his 
liking  and  for  some  five  years  he  was  an  agent 
for  the  Corticelli  Silk  Company  of  St.  Louis.  In 
1891  he  moved  to  Hannibal  and  embarked  in  the 
manufacture  of  shoes,  under  the  firm  name  of 
the  Heyers-Spahr  Shoe  Company.  When  the 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1894  he  became  a 
member  of  the  present  firm,  which  succeeded  the 
former.  He  evidently  inherited  many  of  his 
father's  superior  business  talents,  and  his  own 
varied  experiences  have  made  him  accpiainted  with 
the  needs  of  the  people  and  with  the  best  methods 
of  meeting  them  in  trade. 

August  26,  1891,  Hr.  Spahr  married  iMattie 
Ledley  Humphreys,  daughter  of  the  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  in  which  he  is  a  partner.  Mrs. 
.Spahr  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
is  a  lady  of  good  education  and  amiable  qualities. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  175,  K. 
of  P.,  of  this  city  and  in  his  political  affiliations  is 
a  Democrat. 


J.AHE.S  A.  ELZEA,one  of  the  oldest  pioneers 
of  Ralls  County,  is  a  native  of  Shenandoaii 
County,  now  Warren  County,  ^'a.,  and 
was  born  April  2,  1824.  He  was  the  sixth  of 
twelve  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Fannie  (Self) 
Elzea,  of  whom  six  still  survive. 

.Samuel  Elzea,  his  father,  was  also  a  native  of 
\  irginia,  and  was  born  about  the  year  1793.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  married, 
and  continued  to  make  that  State  his  home  until 
1835,  when,  with  his  family,  he  emigrated  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  settled  in  Marion  County,  near  H:m- 
nibal.  A  portion  of  the  land  which  he  then  owned 
is  now  within  the  corporation  limits  of  Hanni- 
b.al.  There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  usefrd 
and  happy  life,  dying  in  June,  1851.  He  followed 
farming  all  his  days,  and  although  a  public  s])ir- 


ited  man,  and  one  of  the  Democratic  party's  best 
supporters  he  never  aspired  to  office,  but  lived  a 
peaceful  and  quiet  life.  His  wife  was  a  native  Vir¬ 
ginian,  also,  and  was  born  about  1798.  She  was 
a  noble  type  of  womanhood,  a  loving  mother,  a 
devoted  wife,  a  friend  to  the  needy  and  oppressed; 
and  her  long  life,  crowned  with  eighty-three  years 
of  usefulness,  endeared  her  to  all  who  knew  her. 
The  Elzea  family  is  descended  from  a  race  of 
Revolutionary  heroes.  The  grandfather,  Stephen 
Elzea,  and  the  grandfather  John  Self,  together 
with  a  number  of  cousins  of  grandfather  Elzea, 
were  in  that  struggle,  and  many  a  tale  has  our 
subject  heard  them  relate  in  a  reminiscent  way 
of  the  hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the 
men  in  those  trying  times. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  acquiring  but  a  limited 
education  in  the  primitive  subscription  sc'nools, 
and  was  a  lad  of  but  eleven  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  iMarion  County,  AIo.  It  was 
here  that  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  until  some 
six  years  after  attaining  his  majoriU'  he  continued 
to  remain  at  home.  On  October  29,  1850,  his 
marriage  with  iMiss  Rebecca  A.  LaFever  oc¬ 
curred,  after  which  he  removed  to  a  farm,  about 
seven  miles  north  of  Hannibal,  and  for  four  years 
farmed  as  a  renter.  He  was  a  persevering  young 
man,  ambitious  to  get  on  in  life,  and  his  spare  dol¬ 
lars  during  this  time  were  laid  aside  to  accumu¬ 
late  until,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  he  was  in 
a  position  to  buy  land  of  his  own,  and  with  his 
young  wife  came  to  Ralls  County  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  where  he  now 
lives.  This  was  then  nearly  all  heavily  timbered, 
and  wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  in  abundance, 
although  the  wolves  were  pretty  well  all  gone  at 
this  time.  Here  he  gave  the  best  years  of  his 
life  in  developing  the  land,  but  as  the  years  rolled 
by  and  he  continued  to  increase  the  acres  of  his 
clearage  land,  he  began  to  engage  in  the  raisin.g 
of  stock,  and  from  this  on  his  advancement  was 
rapid,  he  investing  his  surplus  capital  in  more 
land,  until  his  farm  numbered  some  four  iiundred 
and  forty  acres. 

Mrs.  Elzea,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  ,vas  a 
'  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Kelso)  La 
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Fever,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  re¬ 
spectively,  who  came  to  IMissonri  in  1820  from 
Ohio.  Her  father  was  born  January  26,  1793, 
and  lived  to  the  unusual  age  of  ninety-five  ears, 
dying  February  22,  1888.  Fie  was  a  veteran  of 
the  war  of  1812,  and  for  years  drew  a  pension  for 
his  services  then  rendered.  His  wife,  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Elzea,  was  a  native  of  Flaryland,  born 
July  30,  1795,  and  survived  her  husband  three 
years,  dying  INIarch  13,  being  in  her  ninety-sixth 
year. 

To  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Elzea  have  been  born  six 
children,  five  of  whom  still  survive:  Lindora 
married  J.  M.  Keach;  Van  Buren  is  married  and 
has  three  children;  Fannie  married  John  F'ree- 
man  and  has  three  children ;  Emily,  now  the  wife 
of  Morton  Bunch;  Olive,  now  the  wife  of  Ned 
Rice,  and  has  one  child.  Mr.  Elzea  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  a  most  highly  respected  citizen. 


ILLIAIM  MARTIN  ELSEA,  a  lead¬ 
ing  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Ralls 
County,  is  a  native  of  this  State,  and 
was  born  in  JMacon  County,  IMay  29,  1842.  He 
was  the  first  of  eight  children  born  to  Isaac  D. 
and  Elizabeth  Ann  (LeFever)  Elsea,  of  whom 
five  now  survive.  Isaac  D.  Elsea,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Va.,  in 
1817.  He  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1840 
came  to  Missouri  and  settled  near  Hannibal,  and 
was  there  married  one  year  later.  In  1842,  whh 
his  young  bride,  he  moved  to  IMacon  County, 
where  he  bought  land  and  settled  down,  there  re¬ 
maining  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Pike 
County,  i\Io.,  and  settled  near  Frankford,  where 
he  was  destined  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
his  death  occurring  in  August,  1869.  His  life 
was  devoted  to  farming-,  but  he  was  a  public  spir¬ 
ited  man  and  was  always  associated  with  an\- 
movement  for  the  advancement  of  his  county's 
welfare.  He  was  of  a  kindly,  genial  and  jovial 
nature,  which  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  good 
will  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother,  Eliza¬ 


beth  Ann  LeFever,  was  born  in  1821,  and  rvas  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  LeFever. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  his  education,  of  the  most 
limited  kind.  Was  accjuired  in  the  primitive  schools 
of  the  early  days.  When  he  reached  that  period 
of  life  in  which  he  must  choose  an  occupation,  he 
determined  to  follow  the  life  to  which  he  had  been 
reared,  that  of  a  farmer,  and  to  begin  life  ^vith  a 
partner,  accordingly  his  marriage  to  Miss  iMary 
Wine  occurred  February  20,  1866.  Shortly  atfer 
he  and  his  young  bride  came  to  Ralls  County  and 
settled  down.  ]\Ir.  Elsea  is  one  of  our  self-made 
men,  beginning  life  after  his  marriage  with  less 
than  ten  dollars  in  his  pocket,  with  no  stock  on 
his  farm,  and  his  future  possessions  to  be  made  by 
hard  tvork  and  perseverance.  F'or  ten  years  he 
farmed  as  a  renter,  his  first  purchase  of  land  being- 
ninety-five  acres  some  three  miles  northeast  of 
his  present  handsome  home.  This  was  in  1875. 
He  started  under  circumstances  that  would  dis¬ 
courage  the  young  man  of  the  present  genera¬ 
tion.  After  allowing  for  some  modest  building 
that  must  be  done,  he  had  but  eiglity  dollars  v  hich 
he  could  count  his  own  with  which  to  pay  on  the 
land.  However,  he  was  ec[ual  to  the  occasion, 
and  in  five  years  his  land  was  unencumbered. 
He  then  sold  it  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  southwest  of  Center.  This  he  re¬ 
tained  three  years,  and  then  sold  it  for  $1,000 
more  than  the  purchase  price.  He  now  began  to 
think  of  a  permanent  location,  and  after  some  ex¬ 
tensive  prospecting-  he  located  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides,  and  had  he  the  whole  world  to  choose  from 
he  could  scarcely  have  chosen  a  mot-e  picturesque 
and  delightful  spot.  In  1891  he  erected  his  pres¬ 
ent  imposing  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  sightly 
homes  of  this  county. 

i\Irs.  Elsea  is  a  daughter  of  Leroy  and  Louisa 
(Cox)  Mfine.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  removed  to  Kentucky  with  liis  par¬ 
ents  when  a  child.  He  there  grew  to  manhood, 
married  and  later  removed  to  Macon  County, 
iMo.,  where  he  still  lives,  his  wife  and  iiimself  hav¬ 
ing  reached  the  ages  of  eighty-three  and  seventy- 
nine  respectively.  To  jMr.  and  >\Irs.  Elsea  have 
been  born  seven  children,  of  whom  four  now  sur- 
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vivc.  Tliey  are;  Ida  Bell,  who  married  Charles 
Homer,  a  progressive  young  farmer  of  Illinois; 
William  Elliot,  married  and  residing  in  Ralls 
County;  Leroy  D.,  and  Anna  Louisa,  living  at 
home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well  known,  and  is 
a  most  worthy  citizen.  His  support  of  all  worthy 
charitable  movements  has  won  for  him  the  esteem 
of  those  who  know  him.  Politically  he  is  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  and  we  are  pleased  to  give  him  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  among  the  leading  and  representative 
men  of  Ralls  County. 


JESSE  F.  ANDERSON,  one  of  the  leading 
grocers  of  Louisiana,  Pike  County,  Mo., 
was  born  in  Macoupin  County,  Ill.,  May 
26,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Scott) 
Anderson.  The  elder  Anderson  was  a  native  of 
Putnam  County,  Ind.,  and  was  a  son  of  James 
Anderson,  also  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  of  Scotch 
ancestry'.  He,  as  well  as  his  son  Thomas,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation. 

Thomas  Anderson  settled  in  IMacoupin  County, 
Ill.,  about  1831,  where  he  pursued  farming  and 
engaged  also  in  the  carpenter  trade.  He  died  in 
1845.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  daughter  of  Robert  Scott,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  the  same  State.  She  died  in  1839. 
The  father  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  William, 
a  farmer  of  Macoupin  County,  Ill.;  James  jM.,  of 
Jersey  County,  Ill.;  Robert,  a  twin  brother,  who 
died  in  infancy:  Jesse  E.,  our  subject,  and  Joseph 
M.,  who  lives  in  Jasper  County,  IMo. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  a 
farm  in  Macoupin  County,  Ill.,  where  he  remained 
until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  machinist  at  Carlinville,  and  was 
there  about  a  year  and  a  half  when  the  firm  failed, 
and  he  went  to  Missouri  and  ran  a  sawmill  in 
Buffalo  Township,  Pike  County.  This  business 
he  carried  on  for  about  eight  years,  when  the 


Civil  war  aroused  the  country  to  arms  and  he  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  D,  Thirt}'-Third  Regiment, 
]^lissouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mustered 
in  at  Louisiana.  Before  this,  however,  he  was  m 
the  State  I^Iilitia.  His  regiment  was  first  ordered 
to  St.  Louis,  and  later  to  Rolla,  and  from  there  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.  While  the  regiment  was  at  St. 
Louis,  our  subject  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the 
hospital,  where  he  remained  about  two  months. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  servdee  in  IMarch,  1864, 
on  account  of  disability,  and  returned  home. 

After  his  return,  and  when  health  was  fully  re¬ 
stored,  ]\Ir.  Anderson  engaged  in  farming  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township,  where  he  continued  for  ten  years. 
He  then  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  Louisiana 
and  engaged  in  the  grocer}^  business  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  M.  J.  Hassler,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hassler  &  Anderson.  This  arrangement  con¬ 
tinued  about  three  years,  when  j\Ir.  Anderson 
bought  his  partner’s  interest  and  carried  on  the 
business  in  his  own  name.  In  1890  he  sold  out 
to  accept  the  position  of  City  Marshal,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  was  reelected  in  1891  for  a  second  term. 

In  1894  he  again  entered  the  grocery  business 
in  connection  with  stock-buying,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Scott  &  Anderson.  Their  grocery  house 
is  located  at  No.  117  South  Third  Street,  where 
they  carry  a  full  line  of  fancy  and  staple  groceries 
and  have  built  up  a  fine  and  profitable  trade. 
They  are  also  doing  a  good  business  in  the  stock 
trade,  shipping  mostly  to  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  October  12,  1865, 
to  IMartha  Jane  Scott,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and 
Ann  (Templeton)  Scott,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Pike  County,  while  her  parents  were  natives  of 
Indiana  and  Missouri  respectively.  Thev  are  vet 
living  in  Buffalo  Township.  One  child  was  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Owen,  who  is  now 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  is  taking  a  course 
at  the  Gem  City  Business  College  at  Quincy,  Ill. 
Mrs.  Anderson  died  June  13,  1892.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Republican,  and 
was  City  Treasurer  in  1888  for  one  term.  He 
was  City  Marshal  for  two  years.  In  1890  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  Sheriff,  but 
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the  county  being  Democratic,  he  was  defeated. 
In  the  spring  of  1885  he  was  elected  Alderman 
for  the  Second  Ward,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Fire  Committee  and  was  a  member  of  the  Street 
and  Alley  Committee.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  Anchor  Lodge  No.  60,  K.  of  P.;  Riverside 
Lodge  No.  22,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Post  No.  20.  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  church  matters.  In  politics, 
as  has  been  indicated,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  his  party  on  various  committees.  He  is 
interested  in  the  development  of  his  city  and 
contributes  largely  of  his  time  to  this  end.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  much  esteemed. 


JAMES  T.  TISDALE.  Perhaps  no  man  now 
living  in  Cuivre  Township  is  more  widely 
known,  and  certainly  no  family  stands 
higher  in  the  annals  of  this  region  than  that  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  worthy  rep¬ 
resentative.  He  is  the  son  of  James  D.  and  Mar¬ 
tha  A.  (Boxley)  Tisdale,  the  former  of  whom  was 
Ijorn  August  10,  1811,  in  Louisa  County,  Va. 
He  made  the  journey  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of 
1831,  at  once  entering  land  in  Pike  County.  He 
married  in  1832  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Patsy  Boxley,  and  their  five  children  were  James 
T.,  Catherine,  William,  and  twins;  the  latter  were 
born  in  March,  1844  and  died  in  June  of  the  same 
year. 

James  T.  was  born  December  2,  1835,  and 
when  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  learning  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  After  serving  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  and  becoming  familiar  with  the  business,  he 
built  a  shop  in  Bowling  Green  and  operated  it 
until  1861,  in  partnership  with  R.  M.  Penn.  In 
addition  to  smithing'  they  manufactured  wagons, 
carriages,  etc.,  and  did  a  thriving  business. 

In  June,  1861,  our  subject  disposed  of  his  in¬ 
terest  in  the  shop  and  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  Army.  He  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Third 
Missouri  Infantry,  and  rendered  efficient  service 
guarding  the  border  and  scouting  through  the 


State.  After  the  war  our  subject,  accompanied 
by  his  mother  and  sister  Catherine,  moved  upon 
a  quarter  section  of  land  which  Mrs.  Tisdale  had 
purchased  at  $16  per  acre. 

James  D.  Tisdale,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  inn  in  the  county  seat  of  this 
county,  which  was  erected  in  1837.  At  the  same 
time  he  ran  a  stage  line  from  St.  Charles  to  Pal¬ 
myra,  in  Marion  County,  this  being  the  first  line 
of  coaches  ever  made  use  of  in  the  county.  In 
1840  he  rented  property  in  Bowling  Green,  and 
later,  moving  upon  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  conducted  a  wood  yard  in  addition  to 
cultivating  the  soil.  To  these  industries  was 
afterward  added  the  stave  business,  blacksmithing 
and  grocery  store,  the  latter  of  which  was  located 
on  the  Illinois  side.  In  1844  he  lost  three  thou¬ 
sand  cords  of  wood,  together  with  all  his  fences, 
by  the  overflowing  of  the  river.  In  the  spring 
following  we  And  him  located  in  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  established  himself  in  the  tobacco  busi¬ 
ness,  conducting  the  same  for  a  twelvemonth. 
He  then  moved  back  to  his  river  location  and 
built  a  large  warehouse  for  the  storage  of  farm 
produce,  which  he  shipped  by  boat  to  the  large 
cities.  At  the  same  time  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
wood  yard,  which  he  carried  on  until  the  spring 
of  1851,  and  on  September  9  of  that  year  he  died. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  Eebruary  23,  1869, 
when  she,  too,  passed  away.  Their  son,  William, 
was  drowned  in  August,  1848,  by  falling  from  a 
skiff  while  boating  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

Mrs.  Tisdale  had  one  sister,  Catherine  S.  Box- 
ley,  who  was  born  June  18,  1807,  and  married 
James  Cowherd,  a  resident  of  Louisa  County,  Va. 
Emily  Young,  a  half  sister,  married  Charles 
Baker,  and  also  makes  her  home  in  the  above 
county  in  Virginia.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
made  the  journey  to  this  State  in  company  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Cowherd.  Her  mother  was  Miss 
Patsey  Day  before  her  marriage,  and  was  born  in 
Spottsylvania  County,  Va.,  where  her  parents 
were  owners  of  a  large  plantation,  worked  by 
slave  labor.  Her  mother,  great-grandmother  of 
Mr.  Tisdale,  bore  the  name  of  Taylor  and  w^as  a 
relative  of  President  Taylor. 

Catharine  Tisdale  was  born  December  13, 
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1838,  near  liowling  Green,  and  during  lier  girl¬ 
hood  was  given  good  advantages  for  obtaining 
an  education,  of  which  she  made  the  best  use. 
1  ler  later  years  were  passed  in  attendance  at  the 
Ladies’  Select  School  of  Hannibal,  where  she  was 
a  student  for  two  years.  She  was  a  true  Christian 
lady  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Chnrch. 


George  C.  wise  is  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  and  respected  citizens  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  is  local  representative  for  a 
number  of  the  leading  life,  fire  and  accident  in¬ 
surance  companies  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  some  fifteen  years  since  he  embarked  in  this 
venture,  and  during  this  time  he  has  won  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  have  had  deal¬ 
ings  with  him  in  any  way.  He  conies  from  one  of 
the  sterling  old  families  of  Missouri,  and  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pike  County,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Louisiana.  Xovember  12,  1850. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman  are 
M'illiam  Wallace  and  Susan  (McLoed)  Wise.  The 
former  was  born  in  IMaryland  Eebruary  27,  1792, 
and  emigrated  to  Kentucky  with  his  parents  in 
an  early  day,  settling  in  Butler  County.  In  the 
first  part  of  the  ’30’s  he  moved  to  }^fissouri,  and 
for  some  time  lived  near  Chantilly,  Lincoln 
County.  At  length  he  came  to  this  county  and 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  in  Clarksville; 
thence  going  to  Louisiana  in  1844,  where  he  also 
was  interested  in  merchandising.  Xc.xt  he  went 
to  Sugar  Creek,  where  he  owned  a  store,  aiul, 
being  a  jihysician  by  ])rofession,  also  practiced 
to  some  extent.  Eor  two  years  he  operated  a 
farm  in  Cuivre  Township,  and  in  the  fall  of  i<\S7 
went  to  Audrain  County,  where  for  ten  years  lie 
])racticcd  and  cidtivated  a  farm.  In  1867  he  re¬ 
sumed  merchandising  in  Louisiana,  Init  in  Eeb¬ 
ruary,  1870,  returned  to  his  farm  in  Cuivre  Town¬ 
ship.  Audrain  County.  Mo.,  where  he  died  June 
4.  1880.  A  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  was 
noted  for  his  generous  and  kindly  disposition.  At 


one  time  he  was  Judge  of  Pike  County,  and  was 
also  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  came  to  Missouri  in  1822  with  her  parents, 
W’illiam  and  Sallie  (Stark)  McLoed.  They  set¬ 
tled  in  Calumet  Township,  west  of  Clarksville, 
and  there  Mrs.  Wise  grew  to  womanhood.  She 
became  the  mother  of  five  children,  of  whom 
George  and  James  are  deceased;  Susie  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  and  Caleb  P.,  resides  in  "Wells- 
ville.  Mo.,  and  at  his  home  the  mother  is  now 
passing  her  remaining  years. 

George  C.  Wise  spent  his  boyhood  at  Louisi¬ 
ana.  and  when  the  family  moved  to  Bowling 
Green  attended  school  at  that  place.  During  the 
war  he  and  his  elder  half-brother  carried  on  the 
old  farm,  but  afterwards  he  returned  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  attended  the  private  school  conducted 
by  the  blisses  Martins,  during  the  winter  of  1867- 
68.  The  following  year  he  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits,  and  was  thus  employed  until  1869, 
when  he  came  to  this  place  and  embarked  in  the 
drug  business,  in  which  he  was  fairlv  successful 
for  about  thirteen  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  his 
brother,  John  R.  He  now  represents  the  Xew 
York  Life,  the  Germania  Eire,  the  Xorthwestern 
X’ational  of  ^Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  American  Fire 
of  Philadelphia,  the  Western  Assurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Toronto,  and  many  other  insurance  com¬ 
panies.  among  which  are  Lloyd’s  Plate  Glass  of 
X'ew  York.  From  1890  to  1892  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  Council,  to  which  honor  he  was 
elected  by  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  ^Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Phoenix 
Lodge  XM.  136,  of  this  place. 

September  22.  1881  G.  C.  Wise  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sallie  C.  Smith,  in  this  city.  She 
was  born  in  Pike  County,  but  her  parents,  who 
are  both  deceased,  and  who  were  named  respect¬ 
ively  John  and  Amanda  (Hawkins)  Smith,  were 
natives  of  Kentucky.  i\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Wise  have 
had  five  children,  namely:  Cass,  deceased;  Wal¬ 
lace  W.,  John  S.,  George  C.,  Jr.,  and  Ruth  A. 
The  ])arents  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  have  a  pleasant  and  hospitable  home. 

I 
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HON.  GEORGE  L.  HARDY. 


Hon.  GEORGE  L.  HARDY  is  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  residents  of  Ralls 
County,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for 
the  past  sixty-five  years.  With  the  exception  of 
two  years,  he  has  dwelt  within  the  limits  of  Saline 
Township,  and  since  1857  has  lived  on  his  present 
homestead.  About  1835  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  made  a  most  efficient  officer  for 
twelve  years.  He  was  elected  to  serve  as  Judge 
of  Ralls  County  in  1849,  the  position  for 

eight  years,  when  he  resigned,  with  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  leaving  the  county,  but  ultimately  changed 
his  plans.  Thus,  as  can  be  readily  seen,  he  held 
very  important  positions  in  the  early  judiciary  in 
this  section,  and  helped  materially  in  molding  the 
government  of  the  infant  county. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Casper  and  Elizabeth 
(McAtee)  Hardy,  were  natives  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  and  Emmetsburg,  Md.,  born  respectively 
March  6,  1788,  and  June  4,  1790.  The  former 
died  April  4,  1874,  and  his  good  wife  in  1852. 
Their  marriage  occurred  in  their  native  State, 
April  16,  1811,  and  a  short  time  thereafter  the 
young  couple  moved  to  Scott  County,  Ky.,  where 
our  subject  was  born,  July  27,  1813.  They  re¬ 
mained  in  Scott  County  until  1830,  when  they 
made  a  permanent  settlement  in  Salt  River  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  this  State.  Casper  Hardy  ran 
a  distillery  and  engaged  in  farming  while  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  shipping  products  to  New  Orleans  on  flat- 
boats.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  slaves,  but  after  his  arrival  in  this  section 
lived  retired  from  active  business.  To  himself 
and  wife  were  born  five  sons  and  six  daughters, 
namely;  Joseph  A.,  deceased;  George  L. ;  Ver- 
linda,  Mrs.  Leake,  deceased;  James  R. ;  George 
W.,  deceased;  Susan  M.,  widow  of  James  McEer- 
ran,  of  Jasper  County,  Mo.;  Theresa,  Mrs.  J. 


Moyers,  deceased;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Lew- 
ellen,  of  Monroe  City;  IN'Iary  A.,  who  married 
Daniel  Haffner,  of  Hannibal;  Jane  E.,  Mrs.  Will¬ 
iam  M.  Leake,  of  Center,  Ralls  County;  and 
Joshua  E.,  a  painter  and  decorator,  of  The  Dalles, 
Ore. 

George  L.  Hardy  was  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years  when  his  parents  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
this  county,  where,  for  the  first  three  years,  they 
resided  in  Salt  River  Township.  About  1835 
they  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati,  in  Saline 
Township,  and  continued  to  dwell  there  for  the 
following  seven  years.  In  1857  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  this  township, 
and  later,  selling  the  same,  entered  a  homestead 
of  two  hundred  acres  near  Cincinnati.  At  one 
time  he  owned  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  and 
bought  and  sold  land  extensively,  but  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  reserves  but  two  hundred  acres,  which  is 
as  much  as  he  cares  to  superintend,  and  w’hich 
more  than  furnishes  the  means  for  all  hi^  needs. 
He  received  a  good  common  school  education, 
which  he  has  increased  by  private  study  and 
reading.  Since  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
has  depended  on  himself  for  a  livelihood,  and  is 
consequently  thoroughly  self-made.  Though  he 
has  passed  four-  score  years  he  is  exceedingly 
well  preserved  in  mind  and  body,  and  is  as 
straight  as  an  arrow.  In  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow  men  his  record  has  been  most  honorable 
and  marked  with  unusual  fairness  and  justice. 
Likp  his  father  before  him,  he,has  given  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Democratic  party  since  becoming  a 
voter. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Thresa  Leake,  January  18, 
1833.  She  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ky.,  and 
died  April  29,  1854,  aged  forty-one  years.  Five 
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sons  and  four  daughters  came  to  bless  this  mar¬ 
riage,  of  whom  William  1.  is  deceased;  James  L. 
is  a  farmer  and  money  broker  in  Shelby  County; 
Marcus  is  a  farmer  and  Commissioner  for  the 
Levee  Company  of  Pike  County,  Ill.;  Ann  E., 
deceased,  married  William  B.  Norton,  also  de¬ 
ceased;  Susan  C.  is  the  wife  of  E.  Hampton,  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  this  township;  Hilera 
R.  is  a  painter  by  trade,  and  a  resident  of  IMonroe 
City,  Mo.;  George  E.  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Pike  County,  Ill.;  Thresa  J.  is  Mrs.  A.  H.  Coy,  of 
Hollister,  Sanbenito  County,  Cal.,  and  Infanta, 
died  in  infancy. 

On  February  13,  1855,  Mr.  Hardy  married  Miss 
Mary  Demaris  Redman,  a  native  of  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  born  January  5,  1825.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Annie  (Mitchell)  Red¬ 
man,  who  were  of  Maryland  birth,  but  became 
acquainted  and  were  married  in  Nelson  County, 
Ky.,  and  in  1831  came  to  Ralls  County,  where 
they  passed  their  remaining  years.  Their  two 
eldest  sons,  Tom  and  Dr.  Elias,  are  deceased; 
Lloyd  H.  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Monroe  City,  Mo.;  Francis  K.  is  a  retired  farmer 
and  fruit-grower  of  California;  and  Evoda  is  the 
widow  of  Christie  Gentry,  Jr.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardy  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Mary  A.,  deceased;  Joseph,  a  physician 
residing  in  St.  Louis;  Harriet  T.,  wife  of  A.  Bell, 
an  attcfl'ney  of  Monroe  City;  John  C.,  who  resides 
with  his  parents;  Virginia  L.,  now  a  resident  of 
a  convent  in  Loretta,  Ky.;  and  Victoria  F.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  John  Kendrick,  a  farmer  of  this 
township. 


Enoch  HANSBROUGH  is  one  of  the 
methodical  and  enterprising  farmers  in  his 
neighborhood,  or  at  least  such  is  the  repu¬ 
tation  he  bears  in  this  section.  His  handsome 
and  well-ordered  homestead  gives  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  for  it  would  be  hard  to 
find  a  more  thrifty  farm  in  the  county.  The  home 
of  Mr.  Hansbrough  is  situated  on  Section  26, 
Fabius  Township,  Marion  County,  where  he  has 
resided  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 


Our  subject’s  father,  Enoch  H.,  was  a  son  of 
Enoch  and  Mary  (Lane)  Hansbrough  and  was 
bom  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  June  i,  1815.  When 
he  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to 
Marion  County,  Mo.,  and  about  the  time  of  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority  married  Emily,  daughter  of  Jere¬ 
miah  McCoy.  After  that  event  he  went  to  Scotland 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a 
quarter  section  of  land  he  purchased;  in  1852  he 
sold  out  and,  returning  to  Marion  County,  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  seven  miles 
north  of  Palmyra.  In  1859  he  disposed  of  this 
place  by  sale  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  an¬ 
other  quarter-section  farm,  lying  about  six  miles 
north  of  the  county  seat.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years  and  was  a  stanch 
Democrat.  A  devoted  Christian,  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church  nearly  all  of  his  life 
and  for  many  years  held  the  office  of  Deacon, 
being  also  Clerk  of  the  Board.  After  his  first  wife’s 
death  he  married  Mary  A.  Wash,  a  widow, 
who  is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  this  town¬ 
ship.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  born  the 
following  children:  James  and  William,  the  two 
eldest,  died  in  early  manhood;  Edwin  died  in 
Marion  County;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  James  Mase, 
a  real-estate  dealer  of  Quincy,  Ill.;  Enoch  is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Jeremiah  lives  in  Marion 
County;  Oscar  died  in  childhood;  Emma  is  de¬ 
ceased.  Four  children  were  born  of  the  second 
union,  namely:  Lydia,  the  wife  of  A.  G.  Ingman 
of  Durham,  Mo.;  Belle,  the  wife  of  Charles  Alex¬ 
ander,  a  Baptist  minister  now  in  Oklahoma; 
Anna,  unmarried  and  living  in  Oklahoma;  Amos 
D.  died  in  infancy. 

Enoch  Hansbrough  was  born  June  i,  1846,  in 
Sco’tland  County  and  received  a  practical  training 
in  agricultural  duties.  He  continued  to  dwell 
under  the  parental  roof  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  after  his  father’s  death  took  charge  of  the  old 
farm,  living  with  his  step-mother.  In  1870  he 
purchased  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  which  he  now  owns  and  cultivates  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  raising  a  general  line  of 
crops  and  feeding  cattle  for  the  market.  He  has 
been  very  successful  as  an  agriculturist  and  per¬ 
sonally  looks  after  everything  about  the  place. 

November  19,  1879,  Mr.  Hansbrough  married 
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Lena  Young,  who  was  born  in  this  county  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1851,  daughter  of  Malony  and  Angelica 
(Carter)  Young.  Four  children  have  come  to 
bless  their  hearthstone,  named  in  order  of  birth 
as  follows:  Frank,  Clyde,  Ray  E.  (deceased)  and 
Gladys.  Mr.  Hansbrough  takes  great  interest  in 
educational  affairs  and  has  served  as  School  Di¬ 
rector  for  several  terms.  Politically  he  sides  with 
the  Democratic  party. 


PROF.  ROBERT  B.  D.  SIMONSON, 
Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  City  of 
Hannibal,  was  born  March  14,  1848,  in 
Somerset  County,  N.  J.  His  parents  were  Garret 
and  Martha  M.  (Dunham)  Simonson,  of  whom 
the  former  was  born  in  the  above  county  Novem¬ 
ber  I,  1819,  his  father  being  Dennis  Simonson, 
likewise  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.  Den¬ 
nis  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was  of  Hollandish 
ancestry.  This  grandfather  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation  and  lived  in  New  Jersey.  He  became  the 
father  of  three  children  by  his  first  marriage :  Rev. 
John,  Simonson,  Garret  and  one  who  died  (un¬ 
named)  in  infancy. 

Garret  Simonson  was  reared  in  Somerset 
County,  N.  J.,  acquiring  his  primary  education  in 
the  common  schools,  the  knowledge  gained 
therein  being  supplemented  later  by  an  academical 
course  at  Sommerville.  Subsequently  he  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  winters,  working  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer  months.  After  his  marriage, 
however,  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming. 
In  1857  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Henderson 
County,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a  good 
property  and  followed  the  life  of  an  agriculturist. 
That  was  then  an  unsettled  region,  but  he  made 
his  home  there  until  1883,  when,  his  health  hav¬ 
ing  failed,  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Troy,  Lincoln 
County,  where  he  is  now  living  retired.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  of  late  years 
has  voted  for  Republican  candidates.  In  religious 
matters  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter 


of  R.  B.  and  Catherine  (Nevins)  Dunham,  natives 
respectively  of  Somerset  and  Hunterdon  Coun¬ 
ties,  N.  J.  She  too  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religion 
and  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Troy,  Mo.  By  her  union  with  Garret  Simon¬ 
son  she  became  the  parent  of  two  children :  Robert 
B.  D.  and  Gertrude  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Abraham 
Cortelyou,  living  near  Troy,  this  State. 

The  first  nine  3fears  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
passed  in  his  native  State,  where  he  attended 
school  for  a  short  time;  in  removing  with  the 
family  to  Henderson  County,  he  passed 
his  days  in  about  the  same  manner,  securing 
meager  school  advantages.  He  prepared  himself 
for  teaching  by  home  study  and  taught  for  two 
winters  and  one  summer.  While  preparing  for 
college  he  was  under  the  instruction  of  a  private 
teacher,  so,  when  entering  Holland  Academy, 
Holland,  Mich.,  he  became  a  student  of  the  “third 
year.”  May  it  be  said  to  his  credit  that  he  earned 
the  means  to  defray  the  expense  of  this  course 
and  graduated  from  that  institution  two  years 
later.  After  one  year  passed  in  teaching  he  en¬ 
tered  Hope  College  in  Michigan,  in  1871,  where 
he  took  the  full  four  years’  course  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1875. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Simonson  secured 
the  principalship  of  the  Dolton  School  in  Cook 
County,  Ill.,  of  which  he  had  charge  for  three 
years.  He  then  went  to  Hebron,  Porter  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  organized  a  township  high  school. 
The  following  year  we  find  him  in  Riverdale,  Ill., 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  school,  remaining 
there  for  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Hebron, 
Ind.,  assuming  charge  of  the  high  school.  In  1881 
he  came  to  Missouri,  having  accepted  the  position 
of  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Troy.  After  this 
he  taught  Latin,  chemistry  and  pedagogy  at  the 
Bowling  Green  College  (Mo.),  remaining  there 
until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  was  engaged  to 
take  charge  of  the  Louisiana  High  School.  Two 
years  later  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  that  city,  holding  the  office  until  No¬ 
vember,  1892,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
position  as  Superintendent  of  Schools,  in  Hanni¬ 
bal.  He  has  thoroughly  organized  the  work  of 
the  schools,  which  are  of  the  graded  system. 
There  are  under  his  charge  nine  school  buildings 


228 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  about  sixty  teachers,  besides  two  thousand, 
seven  hundred  pupils. 

Prof.  Simonson  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Raritan,  Ill.,  August,  1874,  to  Miss  Emma  E., 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Fields) 
Cortelyou,  natives  of  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J. 
Mrs.  Simonson,  who  is  also  a  native  of  that  State, 
was  born  in-  Somerset  County  in  1853,  the  family 
several  years  thereafter  moving  west  and  locating 
in  Henderson  County,  Ill.,  where  her  father  has 
since  carried  on  farming  on  a  large  scale,  being 
one  of  the  most  extensive  tillers  of  the  soil  in  that 
county. 

To  IMr.  and  IMrs.  Simonson  have  been  born 
a  son,  Clarence,  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years, 
who  is  now  in  the  senior  class  of  the  high  school. 
The  Professor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  Elder. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  National  Union  and  Triple  Alliance  Socie¬ 
ties,  also  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  University  Extension  and  Secretar}'  and 
Director  of  the  Hannibal  Free  Public  Library 
Association.  As  an  educator  Prof.  Simonson  is 
efficient,  broad  of  view  and  thorough  in  method. 
He  is  very  popular  with  his  pupils  and  occupies 
a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  people. 


SAMUEL  K.  FLOWERREE,  Director  of 
the  Ralls  County  Bank,  and  a  leading 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Ralls  County,  is 
a  native  of  this  State  and  county,  born  on  th.e 
place  where  he  now  resides,  January  15,  1838. 
He  was  the  third  of  twelve  children  born  to  Win. 
K.  and  Matilda  A.  (Caldwell)  Flowerree,  of  whom 
eight  are  now  living. 

William  K.  Flowerree,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia;  born  in  Fauquier 
County,  October  9,  1808.  He  there  grew  to 
manhood,  and  in  1833,  while  still  a  single  man, 
came  to  Missouri,  and  for  three  years  stopped  in 
Pike  County,  near  Frankford,  and  then  went  to 
New  London,  and  remained  until  his  marriage, 
about  two  years  later.  In  company  widr  his 


young  bride  he  then  removed  to  the  old  Caldwell 
farm,  some  two  and  one-half  miles  southeast  from 
New  London,  where  he  lived  two  years,  moving 
from  there  to  the  present  farm  of  our  subject, 
where  he  died  November  20,  1881.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  hunter,  and  on  coming  to  iMissouri 
brought  w’ith  him  a  pack  of  twenty-five  fox¬ 
hounds.  He  W'as  a  man  of  upright,  sterling  char¬ 
acter,  and  his  kindly  genial  nature  endeared  him 
to  all  wdio  knew  him.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Bath  County,  Ky.,  born 
October  8,  1813,  and  came  to  Missouri  with  her 
parents  when  a  girl  eight  years  of  age.  They 
located  in  New  London,  where  she  grew  to  a 
noble  womanhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flowerree  were 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  more 
I  than  half  a  century,  among  the  first  members 
'  of  the  Bethel  Church.  Her  death  occurred  ]\Iay 
’  21,  1889.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Will¬ 
iam  K.  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Flowerree,  the  former 
a  native  of  England,  and  the  latter  of  Virginia, 

'  but  of  German  descent.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
j  ents  w^ere  William  Walter  and  IMary  Ann  (Brack- 
I  enridge)  Caldwell,  both  being  of  Scotch-Irish 
j  descent. 

j  The  subject  of  this,  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
i  on  the  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  Lhe  com- 
I  mon  school.  When  but  a  lad  of  twelve  years  h.e 
commenced  cutting  hoop  poles  for  wages,  and 
as  he  grew  up  adopted  a  farmer’s  life.  Prior  to 
settling  down,  however,  he  decided  to  see  a  little 
of  the  world,  and  when  the  gold  fever  at  Pike’s 
Peak  broke  out  he  turned  his  face  westward,  but 
after  some  five  or  six  months  spent  there,  and 
some  five  or  six  months  at  the  lead  mines  in 
-  Southwest  Missouri,  he  returned  to  Ralls  County 
j  and  began  his  career  as  assistant  manager  of  the 
home  farm,  the  management  of  which  some  years 
!  later  fell  entirely  on  his  shoulders.  He  was  an  ex- 
j  tensive  stock-raiser,  buying  and  shipping  to  the 
Chicago  market,  and  for  years  found  this  a  profit- 
I  able  business.  In  later  years,  when  the  business 
degenerated,  he  gave  it  up  and  now  ships  only 
such  stock  as  he  feeds  on  his  own  farm.  Putting 
his  surplus  money  into  land  in  the  early  days,  he 
had  accumulated  some  three  hundred  and  eighty 
I  acres  adjoining  his  father’s  farm,  and  at  that  par- 
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ent’s  death  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  now  owns  five  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  Ralls  County’s  most  productive  land. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Flowerree  to  Miss  Em- 
errin  Hostetter  occurred  October  20,  1886.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  E.  (Breshears) 
Hostetter,  natives  of  Pike  County,  this  State.  To 
this  marriage  have  been  born  three  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living:  Anna,  William  K.  and  Vir¬ 
ginia.  In  politics  Mr.  Flowerree  is  a  Democrat, 
and  in  religion  a  Baptist.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
IMasonic  fraternity  and  also  of  the  K.  of  P.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  a  school  director, 
and  takes  great  interest  in  educational  matters. 
He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Ralls 
County  Bank,  and  is  considered  a  safe  and  con¬ 
servative  business  man. 


Robert  breckenridge  cald- 

WELL,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  and  his¬ 
torical  characters  of  Ralls  County,  was 
born  in  Bath  County,  Ky.,  March  12,  1810,  and  is 
a  son  of  Walter  and  Mary  (Breckenridge)  Cald¬ 
well.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  but 
removed  to  Kentucky  with  his  parents  when  but 
a  boy.  Walter’s  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
but  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  by  occupation  was  a 
farmer,  which  calling  his  son  Walter  also  pur¬ 
sued.  He  was  one  of  ten  children.  In  1827  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Missouri,  settling  in  New  London, 
where  he  preempted  about  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  and  purchased  about  the  same  amount, 
which  he  improved,  and  where  he  subsequently 
died.  He  had  one  brother  named  Walter,  who 
was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for 
whom  the  father  of  our  subject  was  named.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  leading 
man  in  his  day.  For  some  years  he  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  also  held  the  office  of  County 
Judge.  He  died  in  September,  1843.  His  wife, 
Mary  B.,  was  a  native  of  Bath  County,  Ky.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Dake) 
Breckenridge,  also  natives  of  Kentucky.  She 


died  in  1842.  Of  their  children,  Laura  married 
John  Helms;  Matilda  Ann  married  William  K. 
Floweree;  Mary  married  Harmon  Caldwell.  The 
sons  were  James  D.,  Robert  B.,  Samuel,  William 
and  John  P.  All  are  now  deceased  except  John 
P.,  of  Lewis  County,  Mo.,  and  our  subject. 

Robert  B.  Caldwell  was  reared  on  the  old  plan¬ 
tation,  and  received  a  limited  education  in  the  sub¬ 
scription  schools.  In  1826  he  went  to  Missouri 
to  settle  on  land  owned  by  his  father,  bringing 
out  the  slaves.  His  father  had,  with  one  elder 
son,  visited  this  country  in  1818.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  until  his  children  all  left  home  but  our  sub¬ 
ject,  when  he  moved  into  town.  In  October, 
1838,  our  subject  purchased  land  in  Spencer 
Township,  which  he  began  cultivating  in  1841. 
He  continued  there  until  1893,  when  he  moved 
to  New  London,  where  he  now  lives.  The  first 
purchase  of  land  that  he  made  was  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-five  acres,  and  to  this  he  added 
from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  on  which  he  carried  on 
general  farming.  The  first  official  position  that 
he  held  was  that  of  Deputy  Sheriff,  about  1829. 
Later  he  served  again  in  the  same  position  for 
four  years,  and  also  again,  at  a  still  later  period. 
In  1843  he  was  elected  Sheriff  and  Collector, 
which  office  he  held  four  years.  After  an  inter¬ 
mission,  in  1853,  he  was  again  elected  Sheriff  and 
reelected  in  1855,  serving  four  years.  In  1861  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  served  one  term.  In  1874 
he  was  again  elected  Sheriff  and  Collector  and 
reelected  in  1876,  serving  four  years.  This  was 
the  last  time  he  would  give  his  consent  to  run  for 
office.  While  on  the  farm  he  was  School  Com¬ 
missioner  for  about  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Caldwell  was  married  June  3,  1841,  to  Ro¬ 
sanna  Splawn,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Cockrell)  Splawn,  who  were  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  in  which  State  their  daughter  was  born. 
By  this  union  the  following  named  children  were 
born:  Mary,  who  married  James  M.  Smith,  of 
Ralls  County,  now  deceased;  Juliet,  who  married 
Samuel  L.  Strode,  a  farmer  in  Spencer  Township; 
Green,  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Township;  James, 
of  New  London,  also  engaged  in  farming;  Sarah, 
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who  married  Reuben  Garrett,  of  Saline  Town¬ 
ship;  and  Samuel,  engaged  in  farming  in  Jasper 
Township.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  September,  1857,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodi.st 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Caldwell’s  second  marriage  was  with  Cath¬ 
erine  Flowerree,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Cather¬ 
ine  Flowerree,  who  were  natives  of  Faucpuer 
County,  Va.  The  marriage  ceremony  occurred 
June  15,  1858.  Mrs.  Flowerree  was  also  a  native 
of  Fauquier  County,  and  was  on  a  visit  to  Ralls 
County  when  she  met  and  married  jNIr.  Caldwell. 
The  Flowerrees  were  an  old  \drginia  family  of 
English  ancestry.  By  this  second  union  the 
following  children  were  born:  Ann  E.,  who  died 
young;  Medora  B.,  who  married  John  Russell, 
of  Spencer  Township;  Dixie  D.,  who  died  in 
young  womanhood;  Susan  V.,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Matilda  D.,  who  married  John  Breashears, 
a  farmer  of  Jasper  Township;  Alice  Lee,  and 
Lena  L.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  are  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  New  London 
Lodge  No.  168,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  also  of  the 
Chapter  of  Center.  Mr.  Caldwell  carries  his  four 
score  and  odd  years  very  well,  and  bids  fair  to 
pass  another  decade.  During  his  long  life  in  the 
county  he  has  made  a  host  of  friends,  many  of 
whom  have  long  since  passed  away.  He  still  has 
many  left,  who  like  to  meet  his  familiar  face  and 
have  greetings  from  his  kind  heart. 


Francis  E.  TRIPLETT.  One  of  the  men 
of  this  part  of  Pike  County  who  can  look 
with  pride  on  an  honest  and  industrious 
past,  which  has  been  crowned  with  success,  is 
Mr.  Triplett,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Clarksville. 
He  is  a  native  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  and  was 
born  February  15,  1814,  to  James  and  Nancy  (Oli¬ 
ver)  Triplett,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  early  in  life 
emigrated  to  the  Blue  Grass  State. 

William  Triplett,  the  grandfather,  was  a  large 
planter  in  Virginia,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
dying  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and 


three  years.  To  James  and  Mary  Triplett  there 
were  born  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Sallie, 
Hedgman,  James,  Ann,  John,  Betsey,  Nathaniel, 
Thomas,  George  W.,  all  deceased;  Francis  E.,  of 
this  sketch;  Catherine  and  Andrew  J.,  the  latter 
two  also  deceased. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  very  limited, 
consisting  of  but  a  few  months’  attendance  at  the 
subscription  schools  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky., 
and  a  short  time  in  Pike  County,  after  the  removal 
of  the  family  hither.  This  event  occurred  about 
1823,  on  Christmas  Day,  at  which  time  James 
Triplett  crossed  the  line  which  brought  him  into 
this  county.  Young  Francis  walked  all  the  way 
from  Kentucky,  with  the  exception  of  the  dis¬ 
tance  covered  in  a  half  day  of  the  journey,  when 
he  was  sick.  His  father  entered  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Calumet  Township,  where 
he  lived  and  died.  This  purchase  our  subject 
helped  to  clear,  and  aided  in  its  further  improve¬ 
ment  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  began 
farming  for  himself  on  a  tract  in  the  same  town¬ 
ship.  This  pursuit  he  followed  until  his  removal 
to  Clarksville,  among  whose  residents  he  occu¬ 
pies  a  high  place.  Mr.  Triplett  and  Louisa  A. 
Hall  were  united  in  marriage  in  1838.  The  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  James  (Kim¬ 
brough)  Hall,  and  departed  this  life  in  April, 
1874.  The  children  which  she  bore  her  husband 
were  ten  in  number,  named  respectively:  John  J. 
and  Francis  M.,  deceased;  Nancy  J.,  now  the 
widow  of  James  H.  Worsham;  Andrew  J.,  living 
in  Lincoln  County,  this  State ;  Sarah  A.,  deceased ; 
the  next  in  order  of  birth  died  unnamed;  William 
R.,  Susan  E.,  and  Mary  Etta  are  deceased,  and 
Charles,  the  twin  of  Mary  E.,  is  living  in  Lincoln 
County. 

In  religious  affairs,  Mr.  Triplett  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  for  many  years.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics.  The  daughter  of  our  subject,  Nancy  J., 
was  born  in  this  county  February  19,  1843.  May 
13.  1858,  she  married  James  H.  Worsham,  who 
was  also  born  in  Pike  bounty,  December  30, 
1830,  and  died  January  6,  1877.  Their  seven  chil¬ 
dren  were:  Louisa  T.  and  William  L,  who  died  in 
infancy;  James  F.,  born  April  22,  1864,  is  a  well- 
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to-do  farmer  of  Calumet  Township;  John  H.  is 
deceased;  Sallie  married  John  B.  Beacham,  an 
agriculturist  of  this  township;  and  George  and 
Charles  are  deceased.  Mr.  Worsham  during  his 
life  time  was  a  farmer,  owning  one  hundred  and 
six  acres  in  Calumet  Township.  He  was  a  de¬ 
voted  and  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  in  politics  always  supported  Republican  can¬ 
didates  with  his  influence  and  ballot. 


WILLIAM  H.  CARROLL  is  one  of 
the  most  venerable  residents  of  Pike 
County,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  fact  that  he  is  in  his  eighty- 
second  year,  he  is  tall  and  straight  as  an  Indian, 
possesses  a  splendid  physique,  and  has  scarcely 
a  gray  hair.  He  bears  a  striking  appearance  to 
the  lamented  President  Lincoln,  and  has  the  same 
fund  of  humor,  generosity  and  human  kindness. 
He  has  made  his  home  in  Louisiana  for  some  four 
years,  and  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  landmarks 
of  that  place. 

Joseph  Carroll,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  He  won  fame  and  honors  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  was  a  true  and  patriotic  citi¬ 
zen,  and  his  descendants  have  inherited  this  qual¬ 
ity.  Our  subject’s  father,  Joseph,  Jr.,  is  one  of 
a  large  family  of  children,  the  others  being, 
Elias,  Martha,  Elizabeth,  Isabella  and  Henry. 
He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  in  the  fall 
of  i8i6  emigrated  westward,  settling  in  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  early  in  the  following  spring  reached 
Illinois,  where  he  remained  for  a  time.  His  ob¬ 
jective  point,  however,  was  Pike  County,  Mo., 
but  going  through  St.  Charles  County,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  land  in  Buffalo  Township  and 
cultivated  it  during  the  prime  of  his  life.  He 
finally  moved  to  Louisiana,  where  he  died  in  i860, 
at  the  close  of  a  well-rounded  and  useful  career. 
He  had  been  very  successful  in  a  financial  way, 
and  had  accumulated  several  hundred  acres  of 
farm  land.  In  his  political  belief  he  was  a  Demo¬ 


crat,  and  religiously,  was  a  Presbyterian.  He 
was  married  in  North  Carolina  to  Isabel  Henry, 
daughter  of  William  and  Rosana  Henry.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carroll  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  as  follows:  Louisa,  Cynthia,  William 

H. ,  Rosana,  Llewellyn,  John,  Byers,  Thomas, 
Isabella,  Elizabeth  and  Joseph,  Jr.  John,  Lllew- 
ellyn,  Joseph,  Louisa  and  Cynthia  are  deceased, 
and  the  mother  of  the  family  departed  this  life  in 
1840. 

William  H.  Carroll  was  born  in  York  County, 
N.  C.,  November  17,  1813,  and  experienced  the 
hardships  incident  to  a  new  country,  as  he  was 
brought  up  on  a  pioneer  farm.  The  only  educa¬ 
tion  which  he  received  was  such  as  his  parents 
and  friends  could  give  him.  Shortly  before  at¬ 
taining  his  majority  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
and  with  this  as  a  nucleus  his  fortune  gradually 
increased.  At  one  time  he  owned  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  and  altogether  for  fifty-four  years 
was  an  honest  hard-working  tiller  of  the  soil.  In 
1891  his  house  was  burned  down,  and  as  there 
was  none  other  convenient  he  concluded  to  re¬ 
move  to  Louisiana,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

In  September,  1839,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Car- 
roll  and  Harietta  Attis  was  celebrated.  She  was 
born  in  Missouri  and  died  June  4,  1840.  April 

I,  1846,  Mr.  Carroll  married  Miss  Mary,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Judge  James  Stark,  a  Kentuckian.  Mrs. 
Carroll  was  born  in  Pike  County,  and  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  eight  children:  Harriet,  now 
Mrs.  John  Barnett;  Horace  J.,  a  resident  of  Hen¬ 
rietta,  Texas;  Ambers,  of  Vandalia,  Mo.;  Will¬ 
iam  W.,  of  Henrietta,  Mo.;  Susan,  the  wife  of 
Robert  R.  Rowley;  Effie;  Stella  May,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Black,  of  Pittsburgh,  Texas;  and  Sarah, 
now  Mrs.  Frank  Close,  of  St.  Joseph.  Prof.  Rob¬ 
ert  R.  Rowley  is  the  Principal  of  the  High  School 
of  Louisiana.  He  is  a  son  of  Jabez  E.  and  Adelia 
(Roberts)  Rowley.  The  elder  Rowley  is  a  native  of 
Pike  County,  but  was  reared  in  Illinois,  to  which 
State  his  parents  went  when  he  was  a  child.  He 
returned  to  Missouri  early  in  the  ’50’s.  Robert 
was  born  in  Pike  County,  and  secured  his  ele¬ 
mentary  education  at  the  common  schools.  He 
was  a  student  at  the  State  University  of  Missouri 
in  the  years  1878-79.  He  began  teaching  in 
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1876,  and  has  taught  continuously,  except  two 
years,  for  seventeen  years.  For  five  years  he  was 
Principal  of  the  Curryville  schools.  Two  years 
he  occupied  the  chair  of  natural  science  in  the 
High  School  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  and  in  1894  he 
was  chosen  Principal  of  the  High  School  at  Lou¬ 
isiana.  For  several  summers  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  special  field  work  for  the  Missouri  Geo-  J 
logical  Survey,  and  for  about  twelve  years  has  | 
contributed  scientific  articles  tp  the  Kansas  City  1 
Scientist,  American  Geologist,  of  Minneapolis; 
The  Entomological  News,  of  Philadelphia,  and  | 
the  Canadian  Entomologist,  of  London,  Ont.  He  , 
has  written  ciuite  extensively  on  scientific  sub-  ! 
jects,  and  his  papers  have  received  marked  atten-  i 
tion.  He  has  won  special  distinction  as  a  geolo-  i 
gist.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  have  two  daugh-  i 
ters,  Ethel  and  Grace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  former  j 
having  served  in  the  capacity  of  Elder  for  many  | 
years.  Though  reared  in  the  Democratic  creed, 
Mr.  Carroll  is  a  true  blue  Republican.  1 


1 


JAMES  S.  BRlTTIXCHA^r,  one  of  the  I 
■oldest  and  fnuch  esteemed  citizens  of  Han-  j 
nibal,  was  born  in  Worcester  County,  IMd.,  I 
December  30,  1816,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  I 
and  Eleanor  (Alerrill)  P>rittingham.  His  father, 
a  native  of  the  same  State  and  town  and  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionarv  War,  was  born  December 
7,  1758,  and  died  in  1828,  in  IMaryland;  his  calling 
in  life  was  that  of  a  farmer,  in  which  he  was  mod¬ 
erately  successful.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  poli¬ 
tics.  The  latter’s  father  bore  the  name  of  Painter 
I’rittingham  and  likewise  served  his  country  in 
the  Revolution.  This  grandfather  came  with  a 
brother  from  England  in  the  early  colonial  days 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  six  miles  square  in 
Worcester  County,  where  the  family  was  founded 
in  this  country.  He  was  buried  in  the  Quaker  1 
cemetery  at  Snow  Hill,  where  also  our  subject’s  j 
father  and  mother  were  laid  to  rest. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  P>rittingham  was  the  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Eleanor  (Bishop)  Merrill,  who  were  ‘ 


born  in  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  mother  w’as 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  faith  she  died  in  1829.  She  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  namely:  James  S., 
wdio  is  the  eldest;  Ara  S.,  who  was  drowned  in 
1859;  Eleanor  C.,  wdio  married  Erancis  Bull  and 
is  now  living  in  St.  Louis. 

Up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years  our  subject’s 
life  was  passed  in  Maryland,  wdiere  he  attended 
such  schools  as  were  carried  on  in  those  days  in 
the  country  districts.  In  April,  1836,  he  started 
for  Missouri,  not  taking  a  palace-car  as  do  the 
travelers  of  to-day,  but  walking  from  Baltimore 
to  Pittsburgh,  wdiere  he  took  a  boat,  wdiich  con¬ 
veyed  him  down  the  Ohio  River  to  St.  Louis, 
from  wdiich  city  he  w'as  conveyed  in  another 
vessel  to  Hannibal.  After  locating  here  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  variously  employed  until  he  engaged 
to  clerk  in  the  store  of  T.  R.  Seims,  with  wdioiii 
he  remained  fifteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  formed  a  partnership  wdth  Milton  Strong 
in  the  general  merchandise  trade.  This  connec¬ 
tion  existed  for  twenty-eight  years,  when  Mr. 
Brittingham  sold  out  his  interest  and  retired  from 
business  (1885).  Prior  to  this  time,  however,  he 
had  become  interested  in  the  Empire  Line  Com¬ 
pany  of  Hannibal,  of  wdiich  he  was  at  one  time 
the  President  and  of  wdiich  he  is  still  a  large 
stockholder. 

i\Ir.  Brittingham  was  married  at  Hannibal  April 
24,  1844,  to  Adaline  H.,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Martha  (Davis)  Collins,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Berlin,  Md.,  in  wdiich  State  her  father 
lived  and  died;  the  mother  died  in  Kentucky  wdiile 
en  route  to  Missouri.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Rosanna,  now  the  wdfe  of  J.  E.  E. 
Phillips  of  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.,  wdiere  her  hus¬ 
band  is  engaged  in  railroading;  Julia,  wdio  lives 
at  home.  Mrs.  Brittingham  departed  this  life 
h  ebruary  9,  1867.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  being  w  ith  her  husband  the  first 
to  identify  themselves  wdth  the  church  here,  wdiich 
was  then  holding  services  in  the  building  occupied 
as  a  court-house.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  socially  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  Order,  joining  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  28 
and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  7. 

Mr.  Brittingham  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
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of  Hannibal.  He  has  watched  its  growth  from  a 
few  scattering  houses  to  a  fine  and  populous  city. 
Every  road,  street  and  by-path  are  familiar  to  him 
and  he  is  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  this  com¬ 
munity,  by  whom  he  is  honored  and  respected  for 
his  high  character  and  upright  life. 


Elijah  JAMESON,  Vice-President  of  the 
Ralls  County  Bank,  is  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  Mo.,  born  March  17,  1833.  He  is 
fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  Willis 
Mahan  and  Fannie  (Stone)  Jameson,  of  whom 
five  now  survive. 

Willis  M.  Jameson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ky.,  November  9, 
1803,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Missouri  when 
a  small  boy.  It  was  here  he  grew  to  manhood, 
his  boyhood  days  being  spent  in  St.  Charles,  Lin¬ 
coln  and  St.  Louis  Counties,  where  his  parents 
lived  up  to  1822,  when  they  removed  to  Ralls 
County,  where  Willis  entered  upon  his  career  as 
a  farmer.  Later  he  met,  and  on  November  20, 
1827,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with.  Miss  Fannie 
Stone,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Rebecca 
(Duncan)  Stone.  She  was  born  December  5, 
1804,  and  was  a  native  of  Nelson  County,  Ky. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Jameson  settled  down  to 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  being  a  progress¬ 
ive  man,  he  soon  was  carried  to  the  front,  and 
through  his  kindly  nature  he  won  the  esteem  of 
his  fellow  citizens  and  endeared  himself  to  all  who 
knew  him.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  dying 
December  23,  1889,  in  his.  eighty-seventh  year. 
His  wife  died  some  years  earlier,  her  death  oc¬ 
curring  in  July,  1861. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Robert  Jame¬ 
son,  was  a  native  Virginian,  born  in  Augusta 
County.  His  life  was  an  eventful  one,  he  having 
served  as  a  soldier  through  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  participating  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown. 
Coming  to  Kentucky  after  the  war,  he  settled  in 
Madison  County,  and  while  there  became  en¬ 
gaged  in  trading  with  the  frontiersmen  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  shipping  his  goods  on  his  keel  boat.  This 


was  some  time  prior  to  1800.  He  it  was  who,  in 
partnership  with  a  Catholic  priest  and  a  Spanish 
officer,  made  the  first  gunpowder  ever  made  in 
what  is  now.  the  State  of  ^Missouri,  it  then  being 
a  country  under  Spanish  rule,  and  the  making  of 
gunpowder  being  forbidden.  But  the  article  com¬ 
manded  a  high  price,  and  they  were  willing  to 
take  the  chances.  Later,  coming  to  Missouri  to 
reside,  he  made  one  of  the  occupants  of  the  fort 
at  Troy,  Lincoln  County,  from  1812  to  1815.  He 
was  always  known  as  Maj.  Jameson,  but  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  held  this  rank  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution  has  not  been  learned.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Elijah  Stone,  met  death  early  in  life  by 
being  thrown  from  a  vicious  horse  against  a  tree, 
dying  soon  after  from  injuries  received. 

Elijah  Jameson  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  such  limited  education  as  the 
primitive  schools  of  an  earl)^  day  afforded.  He 
was  a  boy  of  courage  and  energy,  such  as  pioneer 
hardships  and  privations  developed.  On  March 
21,  1850,  when  the  gold  fever  in  California  was 
at  its  highest,  he  joined  a  wagon  train  bound  for 
the  gold  fields,  going  by  way  of  Salt  Lake  City 
and  arriving  at  their  first  mining  camp  on  July  7. 
He  remained  there  until  December  20,  with  but 
moderate  success,  when  he  boarded  a  sailing  ves¬ 
sel  at  San  Francisco  bound  for  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and,  after  a  rough  voyage  of  seventy- 
two  days,  during  which  time  the  vessel  was  driven 
well  out  at  sea,  and  was  buffetted  about  by  wind 
and  wave,  they  arrived  at  the  Isthmus,  having 
been  on  short  rations  for  thirty  days.  Crossing  the 
Isthmus  on  foot,  he  reached  home  by  way  of 
steamer  to  Hannibal,  April  2,  1851.  From  this 
time  until  his  marriage,  October  25,  1853,  with 
Miss  Levina  Wilson,  he  worked  at  various  occu¬ 
pations,  doing  whatever  paid  him  most  for  his 
services.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  down  to 
farming  for  himself,  since  which  time  he  has  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  stock-raising  and  tilling  the  soil. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Jameson  removed  to  his  present 
home  farm,  which  he  rented  for  seven  years,  and 
in  1873  purchased  three  hundred  and  thirteen 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added,  mak¬ 
ing  his  farm  one  of  five  hundred  acres.  In  1888 
he  erected  one  of  the  handsomest  suburban  resi- 


234 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


deuces  in  the  county,  the  location  being  most  de¬ 
lightful,  commanding,  as  it  does,  for  miles  around, 
a  view  of  some  of  the  most  picturesque  country. 
Mr.  Jameson  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Ralls 
County  Bank  and  was  later  elected  a  Director, 
and  still  later  the  Vice-President  of  this  institu¬ 
tion.  Beginning  life  on  nothing,  he  has  been 
unusually  successful,  and  all  that  he  has  he  owes 
entirely  to  his  indefatigable  efforts. 

Mrs.  Jameson  is  a  daughter  of  Hedgeman  and 
Levina  (Fuqua)  Wilson,  and  was  born  in  Ralls 
County,  Mo.,  April  30,  1833.  Here  she  grew  to 
womanhood  under  the  loving  guidance  of  intelli¬ 
gent  parents  and,  as  already  stated,  married  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  There  has  been  born  of 
this  union  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  George  Washington  and  Laura.  The  for¬ 
mer  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  ten  children. 
He  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Ralls  County  in  1888 
and  served  four  years,  since  which  time  he  has 
resided  in  New  London,  and  is  now  interested 
in  different  enterprises.  Laura  married  Frank 
Crow,  of  New  London,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well  known 
throughout  Ralls  County  and  is  esteemed  for  his 
many  noble  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  its  principles,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  this  sketch  is  given  to  the  read¬ 
ers  of  this  volume. 


Theodore  CUPP  is  a  fine  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  prominent  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Ralls  County,  who  have  met 
with  success  in  their  chosen  vocation.  He  was 
born  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  August  27,  1845. 
His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Dorcas  (Smith)  Cupp, 
who  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living. 

Jacob  Cupp  was  a  native  of  Marion  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  the  year  1819.  He  there 
grew  to  manhood,  and  was  married  in  his  eigh¬ 
teenth  year.  Some  six  years  later  he  moved  to 


Stark  County,  Ind.,  and  made  his  home  there  and 
in  Steuben  and  LaGrange  Counties,  for  a  period 
of  thirteen  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
in  1857,  he  came  to  Missouri,  settling  in  Shelby 
County,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  an  agriculturist, .  making  this  his 
business  through  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife,  a  Miss  Smith,  dying  in  1858,  he 
was  united  with  Miss  Adeline  White,  a  daughter 
of  William  White,  of  Shelby  County.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Father  Cupp  was  a  public- 
spirited  man,  and  prior  to  the  war  was  one  of  the 
most  ardent  supporters  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Since  that  time,  however,  he  has  had  reason  to 
change  his  views,  and  is  now  a  staunch  Republi¬ 
can.  He  was  one  of  the  active  workers  in  the 
Christian  Church,  with  which  denomination  he 
identified  himself  many  years  ago. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  a  native  of 
Marion  County,  Ohio,  growing  to  womanhood 
under  the  guidance  of  a  loving  and  godly  mother. 
She  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  her  early  life  and  was  a  consistent  Christian 
until  her  decease,  in  August,  1858.  Grandfather 
John  B.  Smith  was  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  born  in  Maryland,  but  later  removed  to 
Virginia,  where  he  reared  his  family.  He  died  in 
1859.  Grandfather  Cupp  was  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1877. 

The  education  which  our  subject  obtained  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and  when  com¬ 
pleting  his  course  he  decided  to  follow  farming 
for  a  livelihood.  Accordingly  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  located  upon  it.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Rebecca  A.  Pepper  occurred  January 
5,  1873.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  P'. 
and  Mary  (LeFever)  Pepper,  her  father  being  an 
old  and  honored  resident  of  Marion  County, 
whither  he  removed  from  his  native  State  of  Ken- 
*tucky. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Cupp  there  have 
been  born  four  children,  one  of  whom  is  de¬ 
ceased.  Those  living  are  Lewis  S.,  born  April  7, 
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1874;  he  is  a  bright  and  promising  young  man, 
and  has  just  completed  his  education  at  the  New 
London  High  School.  He  is  studying  for  the 
ministry  at  Canton,  Mo.  Callie  A.  was  born 
August  27,  1878;  she  is  an  accomplished  young 
lady,  living  with  her  parents  and  contributing  her 
share  of  sunshine  to  a  happy  home.  Myrtle  D. 
was  born  March  15,  1883;  she  is  a  charming  miss 
of  twelve  years. 

In  1879  our  subject  moved  to  Adams  County, 
Ill.,  where  he  remained  until  March,  1888,  when 
he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  some  four 
miles  south  of  his  present  estate,  on  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Here  he  resided  until 
about  two  years  ago,  when  he  purchased  the  land 
which  is  now  his  home.  This  is  a  large  and  valu¬ 
able  estate,  containing  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres  of  highly  productive  land. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Cupp  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  an  influen¬ 
tial  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  contrib¬ 
utes  liberally  of  his  means  to  worthy  charities. 
His  fellow  men  hold  him  in  good  repute  as  a  man 
of  honorable  character,  intelligence  and  useful¬ 
ness. 


ST.  CLEMENT’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH, 
located  at  St.  Clement,  Pike  County,  is 
presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Father  H.  S. 
Aertker.  This  gentleman  was  born  September  8, 
1856,  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  and  before  com¬ 
pleting  his  elementary  studies  he  determined  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  priesthood.  Having  fin¬ 
ished  four  collegiate  classes  in  Germany,  em¬ 
bracing  the  dead  languages,  Greek  and  Latin,  as 
well  as  the  modern  French,  he  resolved  to  dedi¬ 
cate  his  services  to  the  Catholic  Church  in  the 
United  States.  For  this  purpose  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1879  and  entered  the  St.  Francis  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Milwaukee,  continuing  his  classical  course 
and  finishing  his  philosophical  and  theological 
studies.  On  August  3,  of  that  year  he  was  or¬ 
dained  priest  by  the  Most  Reverend  Patrick 
Ryan,  coadjutor-archbishop  of  St.  Louis.  He 


later  held  several  charges  in  and  near  St.  Louis 
and  was  appointed  priest  of  St.  Clement  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1885. 

The  origin  of  St.  Clement’s  Church  occurred 
in  the  following  manner:  In  the  fall  of  1871  two 
men,  William  Klumpe  and  Clement  Grote,  Sr., 
became  the  owners  of  a  large  tract  of  land  along 
what  is  now  called  the  Bowling  Green  and  Ashley 
Rock  road.  Soon  their  number  was  increased  by 
other  new  comers,  among  whom  were  Herman 
Deters,  Theodore  Wilmes,  Frank  Linnhoff, 
Joseph  Wilmes,  Henry  Grote  and  George  Koes- 
ters  and  others.  For  the  first  two  years  divine 
services  were  held  in  a  private  building,  a  Fran¬ 
ciscan  father  from  Quincy,  Ill.,  visiting  them 
about  every  two  months.  About  the  middle  of 
the  year  1873  they  undertook  to  erect  a  church 
of  brick,  which  was  finished  several  months  later, 
when  it  was  dedicated  by  Most  Rev.  Patrick 
Ryan,  now  Archbishop  of  Philadelphia.  Soon 
the  congregation  added  a  schoolhouse,  which 
later  on  was  destroyed  by  fire  but  soon  replaced 
by  a  larger  building.  In  the  meantime  the  con¬ 
gregation  constantly  kept  on  increasing  and  from 
1880  to  1883  divine  services  were  celebrated  every 
two  weeks. 

In  1883  there  were  about  forty  to  forty-five 
families  belonging  to  this  church  and  at  that 
time  a  resident  priest  was  appointed  for  it  by 
Most  Rev.  Archbishop  P.  R.  Kenrick  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Brockmeyer, 
who  now  is  affiliated  with  the  arch-diocese  of  New 
Orleans.  A  change  in  the  rectorship  was  made 
in  November,  1885,  when  Rev.  H.  S.  Aertker, 
the  present  rector,  was  given  charge.  This  in¬ 
volved  also  a  change  of  teachers,  the  Rev.  H.  S. 
Aertker  appointing  Mr.  Charles  Schulte,  now 
teaching  at  St.  Augustine,  St.  Louis,  who  for  five 
years  successfully  conducted  the  schools.  The 
number  and  classes  of  children  having  outgrown 
the  capacity  of  the  school,  the  congregation  went 
to  work  to  erect  a  suitable  new  building,  56x32  in 
dimensions  with  a  vestibule,  14x12  feet  in  size, 
which  was  completed  in  September,  1891.  It  is 
divided  into  two  large  class  rooms  and  will  accom¬ 
modate  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils.  The 
Ursuline  Sisters  of  St.  Louis  agreed  to  teach, 
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sending  three  sisters,  two  teachers  and  one  lay 
sister.  Since  September,  1891,  Sister  Engelbertha 
and  her  assistant.  Sister  Lawrence,  have  very  ably 
and  successfully  directed  all  studies.  Since  Sep¬ 
tember  I,  1895,  one  more  teacher  has  been  added. 
The  limited  capacity  of  the  old  brick  church  is  a 
constant  source  of  anxiety  to  both  the  pastor  and 
congregation.  Initiatory  steps  were  taken  in  the 
summer  of  1893  to  tear  it  down  and  erect  a  more 
substantial  structure,  which  would  both  accom¬ 
modate  the  members  and  be  an  ornament  to  the 
neighborhood,  but  hard  times  following  they  were 
obliged  to  postpone  operations  for  awhile.  The 
congregation  now  numbers  about  seventy  fami¬ 
lies.  Instruction  is  given  both  in  English  and 
German,  in  which  languages  the  rector  also 
preaches  to  his  members.  The  now  acting  trus¬ 
tees  are  Frank  ^^ogelsang,  Gerhard  Turk,  Henry 
Wendel  and  Frank  Hayden. 


JOHN  HcDOWELL  PATTON  is  one  of 
the  successful  and  extensive  builders  and 
contractors  of  Hannibal,  Mo.  Evidences  of 
his  skill  and  handiwork  are  to  be  seen  in  all  parts 
of  the  city,  both  in  private  residences  and  public 
structures,  and  he  has  operated  a  planing-mill  for 
many  years,  giving  special  attention  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  sash,  doors,  moldings  and  hardwood 
house  finishings.  His  mill  is  furnished  with  every 
facility  for  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  his  numerous 
patrons  and  has  always  more  orders  on  hand  than 
can  be  easily  filled. 

Thomas  Patton,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1807,  in  P.rook  County,  Va.,  and  was  a  son  of 
John  Patton,  a  farmer  and  native  of  the  northern 
jiart  of  Ireland.  At  an  early  period  the  latter 
emigrated  to  Virginia  and  there  reared  his  seven 
children;  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Conkleton  be¬ 
fore  her  marriage.  Their  eldest  son,  William,  was 
in  the  War  of  1812  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  were:  John,  Thomas,  James,  Mary,  Martha 
and  Elizabeth.  The  son  of  John,  Jr.,  is  now  occu¬ 
pying  the  old  homestead  in  Brook  County,  where 
his  grandparents  died.  William  moved  to  Ohio, 


where  he  passed  his  last  years.  Thom4s  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  and  was  a  successful  builder 
and  contractor;  he  passed  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  county.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
Although  his  father  and  grandfather  were  Pres¬ 
byterians  of  the  old  school,  he  was  not  identified 
with  any  church  organization.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
His  wife,  whose  girlhood  name  w'as  Elizabeth 
iMcDowell,  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Ross)  IMcDowell  and  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church;  she  was  called  to  the  better 
land  about  1848.  Her  five  children  are:  John, 
the  eldest;  William  and  Eugene  (both  died  in 
i  infancy);  James  C.,  lives  in  Virginia;  Elizabeth, 
living  with  her  brother  Julius. 

John  M.  Patton  was  born  May  ii,  1837,  at 
Wellsburg,  Brooke  County,  W.  Va.,  and  there 
passed  his  early  years.  He  attended  private 
schools  and  on  arriving  at  a  suitable  age  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  under  his  father.  When 
eighteen  years  old  he  left  home  and  went  to 
Columbus  City,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  about 
six  months,  working  at  his  trade.  Thence  going 
to  Galesburg,  Ill.,  he  stayed  there  about  a  year, 
after  which  he  was  a  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  for  six  months.  In  October,  1857,  Mr. 
Patton  arrived  in  Hannibal,  where  he  found  em¬ 
ployment  as  a  journeyman  carpenter  until  the  fall 
j  of  1861.  In  the  winter  of  1862  he  embarked  in 
the  tobacco  business,  in  which  he  was  interested 
j  for  about  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Nevada  and 
engaged  in  putting  up  quartz  mills  in  Austin  for 
j  two  years.  Afterward  he  purchased  a  team  of 
!  four  mules  and  took  a  load  of  passengers  to 
Helena,  IMont.,  where  he  remained  about  six 
j  months.  At  this  tinre  he  had  more  than  he  could 
I  do  in  erecting  buildings  and  doing  general  car¬ 
penter  work.  About  thirty  miles  from  Helena, 

J  on  Crow  Creek,  was  a  mine  in  which  he  became 
interested  and  purchased  a  two-thirds  interest.  At 
length  becoming  homesick  and  wishing  to  get 
back  to  civilized  life,  he  started  by  way  of  Fort 
Benton,  and  then  down  the  ^Missouri  River  in  a 
Mackinaw  boat  as  far  as  Omaha.  While  making 
the  river  voyage  the  boat  was  disabled  by  drifting 
against  some  rocks  and  Mr.  Patton  was  injured 
so  that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Helena.  The 
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next  time  he  proceeded  by  wagon  to  Fort  Ben¬ 
ton,  but  from  there  was  obliged  to  go  by  boat  to 
Omaha;  the  rest  of  the  journey  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  was  made  by  steamboat  and  November  lo, 
1866,  he  once  more  landed  in  Hannibal.  From 
that  time  until  1873  he  was  employed  in  work  at 
his  trade  and  conducted  a  planing-mill  for  nine 
years. 

In  1882  Mr.  Patton  erected  a  mill  near  Cruik- 
shank’s  Lumber  Yard  and  the  same  year  entered 
into  partnership  with  H.  W.  Sheed,  constructing 
a  mill  at  the  corner  of  Lyon  and  Ninth  Streets. 
In  1885  the  firm  of  Sheed  &  Patton  was  dissolved, 
the  property  being  divided,  and  since  that  time 
Mr.  Patton  has  conducted  the  business  alone, 
purchasing  subsequently  the  property  owned  by 
his  former  partner.  Among  the  houses  which  he 
has  erected  here  are  those  of  J.  L.  Rabards,  A.  R. 
Levering,  A.  J.  Settles,  the  Hauck  Building,  the 
Central  School,  the  store  occupied  by  Ed 
Drescher,  the  City  Hall  and  engine  room,  the 
Holmes-Dagan  Cigar  Company’s  Building,  the 
Courier-Post  Building  and  the  one  owned  by 
Robinson  Bros. 

In  1895  Mr.  Patton  organized  the  J.  M.  Patton 
Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  mak¬ 
ing  shirt  waists,  wrappers,  underwear  for  ladies 
and  children,  leggins,  overgaiters  and  all  kinds  of 
hunting  goods.  The  factory  began  business  July 
I,  with  J.  M.  Patton,  President,  J.  H.  Kirkman  as 
Vice-President  and  Charles  Patton  as  Secretary 
and  Treasurer.  From  the  beginning  the  business 
has  been  prosperous  and  the  company  are  now 
employing  forty  employes. 

March  15,  1858,  Mr.  Patton  was  married  in 
this  city  to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Ponder)  Hubbard,  the  former  a  native 
of  South  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Maryland 
(both  deceased).  Mrs.  Patton  was  born  in  Ham¬ 
ilton  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Patton,  namely:  Flora,  who  died  when 
about  five  years  of  age;  Elizabeth,  William  and 
Walter,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles,  who  is  in 
business  with  his  father;  Jessie  and  Aurelia,  who 
are  at  home. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Patton  has  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  Council,  having  been  elected  on 


the  Democratic  ticket  in  1888.  Socially  he  be¬ 
longs  to  Hannibal  Lodge  No.  188,  A.  F.  and  A. 
M.;  Hannibal  Chapter  No.  7,  R.  A.  IM.;  Ex- 
calibur  Commandery  No.  5,  and  Moloch  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  St.  Louis.  He  has  passed 
through  all  the  chairs  in  the  Commandery  and  is 
also  a  member  of  Hannibal  Lodge  No.  1529,  K. 
of  H.  He  has  acquired  a  valuable  estate,  has  made 
a  success  in  life  and,  what  is  of  more  importance, 
has  an  unblemished  reputation  and  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know'  him. 


Frank  H.  SOSEY,  in  company  wdth  his 
brother  John  M.,  to  whom  we  wall  refer 
later  on,  is  the  owner  and  editor  of  the 
“Spectator,”  published  in  Palmyra,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty.  At  an  early  age  he  became  interested  in  jour¬ 
nalism  and  learned  the  rudiments  of  the  business 
in  Palmyra.  Later  he  w^as  associated  with  his 
father  in  conducting  the  “Spectator.”  This  con¬ 
nection  continued  to  exist  from  1884  until  the 
death  of  the  senior  Sosey,  which  occurred  in  1888, 
since  which  time  the  brothers  have  taken  charge 
of  the  plant.  For  many  years  it  had  been  one  of 
the  leading  Democratic  papers  of  Northern  Mis¬ 
souri  and  the  reputation  and  high  character  for¬ 
merly  sustained  have  been  amply  maintained  by 
the  sons  of  its  founder. 

Frank  H.  Sosey  was  born  February  14,  1864, 
and  like  most  of  the  native  sons  of  Palmyra  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  Seminary  and  St. 
Paul’s  College  of  that  place.  In  April,  1892,  he 
wedded  Miss  Sally,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas 
W.  Haw'kins,  one  of  the  best  knowm  and  most 
representative  men  of  this  section.  The  young 
couple  have  one  child,  Donald  H.  Socially  I\Ir. 
Sosey  is  identified  with  the  IMasonic  Order,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Chapter  and  Commandery. 

John  IM.  Sosey,  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  April  24,  1868,  and  graduated  from  Palmyra 
Seminary  when  in  his  nineteenth  year.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  practical  ability,  and  like  his  broth¬ 
er,  possesses  those  traits  of  character  wdiich  sooner 
or  later  bring  success.  They  are  both  personally 
very  popular  and  have  hosts  of  sincere  friends. 
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Tliey  are  numbered  among  the  active  and  inter¬ 
ested  members  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church 
South.  Jolm  M.  married  (April  i6,  1895)  Eloise 
Mumpower,  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Mumpower, 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 
Gallatin,  Mo.  She  was  born  in  Gallatin  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1875,  and  is  a  graduate  in  music  of  the 
Hardin  College,  Mexico,  Mo. 


WILLIAM  J.  BRISCOE,  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
Ralls  County,  and  a  member  of  one  of 
its  oldest  families,  was  born  in  IMonroe  County,  ? 
Mo.,  December  5,  1838.  He  was  the  first  of  two 
children  born  to  John  and  Emily  S.  (Biggs)  Bris¬ 
coe,  both  of  whom  are  living.  The  father,  John 
Briscoe,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  Scott 
County  in  1810.  He  lived  in  his  native  State 
until  his  seventeenth  year,  when  his  parents  ^mi-  I 
grated  to  Missouri.  In  his  younger  days  he  j 
taught  school,  and  on  reaching  manhood  he  mar-  j 
ried  Miss  Biggs,  of  Pike  County,  and  shortly 
afterwards  moved  with  his  young  bride  to  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  where  he  lived  until  the  death  of  his 
wife  some  eight  years  later,  she  dying  March  22, 
1844.  With  his  two  children  he  then  moved  to 
Ralls  County,  and  settled  some  four  miles  west  of 
where  our  subject  now  lives.  On  August  4,  1846, 
he  was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Ivliss 
Martha  A.  Hayes,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  living. 
In  1851  he  moved  to  the  place  where  our  subject 
now  lives,  and  where,  except  at  short  intervals 
spent  in  New  London,  he  was  destined  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  a  useful  and  a  happy  life.  John 
Briscoe  was  a  very  successful  agriculturist,  and 
accumulated  considerable  wealth,  but  like  manv 
others  lost  much  property  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  very  liberal  in  his  views  and  of  a  generous 
nature,  and  never  allowed  any  one  to  leave  his 
door  hungry.  In  1877  he  gave  each  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  a  fine  farm.  He  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  for  fifty-six  years  and  was  a 
warm  friend  to  liberal  and  popular  edugacion.  His 


death,  which  occurred  December  17,  1894,  was  a 
loss  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Emily  S.  Biggs,  the  first  wife  of  John  Briscoe, 
was  born  December  ii,  1819,  in  Pike  County, 
Mo.  It  was  here  she  grew  to  womanhood  and 
met  and  married  iMr.  Briscoe.  After  their  re¬ 
moval  to  Monroe  County,  Mrs.  Briscoe  became 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Hickory  Grove  Baptist 
Church,  and  did  much  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  the  church.  She  was  an  ardent  Christian  and 
a  friend  to  the  suffering  and  needy,  who  one  and 
all  paid  tribute  to  her  memory  by  their  presence 
at  her  funeral. 

John  Briscoe,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  Welsh  descent,  but  was  born  in  Mary¬ 
land  January  12,  1772,  moving  with  his  parents 
to  Kentucky  when  a  child.  He  there  grew  to 
manhood,  reared  his  family,  and  in  1827  moved  to 
Ralls  Count)',  Mo.,  where  he  resided  until  bis 
death,  October  20,  1854.  He  married  Miss  Jane 
DeLashmet,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  July  15, 
1780.  Her  death  occurred  December  3,  1859. 

William  Biggs,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
on  his  mother’s  side,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
but  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  He  came  to 
^Missouri  with  his  parents  and  was  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Pike  County.  He  married 
Elizabeth  IMcCune,  and  both  died  many  years 
ago.  (The  history  of  the  Biggs  family  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  After  obtaining  his 
majority  he  chose  for  his  life  vocation  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  a  farmer,  to  which  he  had  been  reared. 
He  began  his  career  on  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  which  he  had  acquired  some  time 
previously.  This  was  in  1859.  Plodding  along 
until  1863,  liis  marriage  with  ]Miss  Sarah  E.  Clay¬ 
ton  occurred,  September  15,  and  he  commenced 
life  under  brighter  auspices.  Some  years  later 
his  health  failed  him,  and  in  1875  his  physician 
advised  him  to  give  up  farming  and  move  to 
town.  Acting  on  this  advice  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Center,  but  after  some  ihree 
years,  during  which  time  he  had  continued  to 
manage  his  farm  as  well,  he  became  very  much 
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dissatisfied  with  the  former  occupation,  and  on 
the  first  oportunity  he  disposed  of  the  store  and 
returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
i88i,  when  he  exchanged  that  farm,  which  had 
become  one  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
for  the  one  which  he  now  owns  and  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

Mrs.  Briscoe  was  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Sarah  (White)  Clayton,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  respectively,  both  of  whom  came  to 
Missouri  with  their  parents.  Sarah  E.  was  born 
in  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  October  23,  1840,  and 
growing  to  womanhood  under  the  loving  guid¬ 
ance  of  intelligent  parents,  through  her  sunny 
and  cheerful  nature  has  made  our  subject’s  home 
one  of  happiness  and  contentment.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  Sarah  E.  married  J.  E.  Lake,  of  Audrain 
County,  and  has  four  children;  Jack  is  a  promis¬ 
ing  young  man  assisting  in  the  management  of 
the  home  farm;  Anna  McCune  married  Nathanial 
Lee  Inge,  of  Waxahachie,  Texas;  Georgia  May 
and  Ethel  B.  yet  remain  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Briscoe  is  a  Democrat,  and  re¬ 
ligiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
his  membership  dating  back  some  forty  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  United  Workmen. 


JACOB  W.  COONTZ,  Postmaster  of  New 
London,  is  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  born 
August  2,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  Jane  (Asher)  Coontz.  The  father  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  and  was  the  son  of 
John  Coontz,  also  a  native  of  Virginia,  but  of  Ger¬ 
man  ancestry.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
came  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  in  1844,  and  died  in 
1858.  His  wife  died  in  Virginia  before  the  family 
came  West.  Jacob  was  born  December  9,  1815, 
in  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  and  came  to  Missouri 
in  1844,  settling  in  Center  Township,  Ralls 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  which  he  cul¬ 
tivated  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  in  Vir¬ 


ginia,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  went  to  Ohio,  lo¬ 
cating  near  Columbus,  where  he  engaged  in  trad¬ 
ing  and  farming.  He  was  there  about  nine  years 
when  he  came  to  Missouri,  having  accumulated 
means  to  purchase  a  farm.  His  first  purchase 
was  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  which  he 
cultivated,  and  later  added  about  two  hundred 
acres  to  the  original  purchase.  The  family  lived 
and  cultivated  the  land  together.  Jacob  Coontz 
was  a  Democrat,  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
party  matters.  He  served  his  township  in  many 
conventions  as  a  delegate,  but  did  not  desire  of¬ 
ficial  position.  In  religion  he  was  a  Methodist. 
His  wife  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  February 
18,  1827,  in  Scott  County,  near  Georgetown,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Charles  Asher.  She  came  to 
Missouri  with  her  parents  in  1832,  settling  in 
Ralls  County  on  the  farm  on  which  she  now  re¬ 
sides.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  James,  deceased;  Emma,  now  the  wife  of 
John  B.  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Center  Township; 
Eugene,  living  with  his  mother;  Charles,  engaged 
in  farming  in  Center  Township;  Columbus,  de¬ 
ceased;  Mary,  wife  of  B.  F.  Keithley,  a  farmer  in 
Center  Township;  Jacob  W.,  our  subject;  Ruth, 
now  the  wife  of  George  M.  Hart. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  where  he  received  a  common  school 
education.  In  1886  he  went  to  Lexington  and 
entered  the  commercial  college  of  Kentucky  Uni¬ 
versity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  December 
22,  1886.  Returning  home  he  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  for  two  years,  and  then  came  to  New  London 
to  accept  the  Deputy  Collectorship  under  H.  W. 
Ogle,  State  and  County  Collector  for  Ralls 
County.  He  was  in  that  service  four  years,  or 
until  March,  1893.  He  was  a  candidate  in  1892 
for  the  office  of  State  and  County  Collector,  and 
was  defeated  for  the  nomination  by  Mr.  Winn, 
being  second  in  a  contest  of  four  candidates.  On 
June  15,  1893,  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Cleveland  Postmaster  of  New  London,  and  took 
charge  of  the  office  July  4  following. 

Jacob  W.  Coontz  was  married  November  10. 
1891,  to  Gussie  Mayhall,  daughter  of  C.  C.  M. 
and  Belle  (Miller)  Mayhall.  She  was  born  in  New 


240 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


London,  Mo.,  Xovendjer  3,  1872,  and  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1895.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Coontz  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  political  af¬ 
fairs  in  this  county.  lie  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  K.  of  P.  of  New  London,  and  has  passed 
through  all  the  chairs.  iMr.  Coontz  is  a  young 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  greatly  esteemed  in 
the  community  where  he  resides.  He  is  making 
a  very  efficient,  accommodating  and  popular 
Postmaster. 


Michael  Arthur  raker  is  Chief 

Train  Dispatcher  and  Superintendent  of 
Telegraph  for  the  St.L.,  K.  &  N.-W.  R  R. 
and  the  C.,  R.  K.  C.  Ry.  at  Hannibal.  His 
superiors  feel  that  all  matters  left  in  his  hands 
are  safe  and  it  would  indeed  be  hard  to  find  a 
man  better  qualified  to  fill  the  position  or  one 
more  reliable  in  every  way.  In  placing  him  at 
the  head  of  this  important  department  the  Rurling- 
ton  system  made  an  excellent  choice  and  mani¬ 
fested  their  keen  judgment  of  men.  He  has  risen 
from  the  ranks  strictly  upon  his  own  merits. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Rome, 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  September  29,  1862,  his 
I)arcnts  being  Patrick  and  Johanna  (Ambrose) 
Raker.  The  former  was  born  [March  17,  1819, 
in  County  CJare,  Ireland,  and  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic,  landing  on  the  shores  of  the  New  World 
(New  York  City)  in  June,  1849;  in  that  city  he 
remained  for  about  six  years  and  then  became  a 
resident  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  A  year  later  he  came 
west  and  settled  in  the  city  of  Rurlington,  Iowa. 
While  in  New  York  he  was  engaged  in  clerking 
in  a  store  and  when  at  Elmira  was  employed  on 
a  farm.  After  his  arrival  in  the  West  he  engaged 
in  railroading  and  was  employed  by  tbe  R.  &  M., 
now  the  C.,  R.  &  Q.  R.  R.  In  1888  he  retired 
from  this  arduous  business  and  is  now  living  near 


Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  where  he  has  a  farm.  In 
Henry  County  he  has  held  different  positions, 
among  which  were  those  of  Supervisor  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  School  Fund  of  Tippecanoe  Township. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  having  been  identified  with 
the  party  since  receiving  his  naturalization  papers. 
Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  His  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  English 
Army  and  was  a  man  of  fine  physique  and  upright 
bearing;  the  latter's  wife  Johanna  was  a  native  of 
County  Limerick,  though  she  was  of  French  de¬ 
scent,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
parents  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  New  York. 
There  she  was  married  in  1855,  and  her  death 
occurred  August  2,  1890,  at  Rome,  Iowa;  her 
parents  died  in  New  York  State. 

M.  A.  Raker  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  seven 
children:  Katharine  of  Centervdlle,  Iowa,  is  the 
eldest;  John  C.  is  a  ticket  agent  and  telegraph 
operator  for  the  Rurlington  Road  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa;  [Margaret  and  Josephine  and 
James  (the  two  last  named  the  youngest  of  the 
family)  are  at  home;  William  is  Train  Dispatcher 
for  the  Rurlington  system  at  Hannibal,  [Mo.  Our 
subject  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left 
home  to  carve  out  his  own  way  in  life.  Going  to 
Rurlington,  he  entered  the  general  offices  of  the 
Rurlington  system  as  telegraph  operator,  having 
learned  the  art  while  at  school;  this  position  he 
held  until  1881,  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  clerk 
of  Chief  Train  Dispatcher  J.  Q.  Reck.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  was  again  promoted  and  made 
Train  Dispatcher,  and  in  1883,  when  the  Rurling¬ 
ton  System  absorbed  the  St.  L.,  K.  &  N.-W.  and 
C.,  J3.  &  K.  C.  roads,  he  was  transferred  to  Keokuk, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  The  value  of  his 
fidelity  to  duty  was  manifested  when  he  was  made 
Chief  Train  Dispatcher  and  Superintendent  of 
Telegraph,  in  1885,  and  three  years  later,  when 
the  headquarters  of  the  company  were  moved  to 
Hannibal,  he  was  transferred  there.  Like  his 
father  before  him  he  is  a  member  of  the  Democ¬ 
racy  and  attends  the  Catholic  Church. 
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HON.  CHARLES  NELSON  CLARK. 


Hon.  CHARLES  NELSON  CLARK, 
member  of  Congress  from  the  First  Con¬ 
gressional  District  of  Missouri.  The  great 
work  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  and  one  of 
which  he  has  dreamed  since  boyhood,  is  the  rec¬ 
lamation  of  Mississippi  River  bottom  lands,  and 
for  twenty-five  years  he  has  devoted  much  of  his 
energy  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 
He  has  neglected  no  means  and  has  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  local  I.egislatures  time  and  again  in  order 
to  get  appropriations  passed  or  bills  carried 
through  which  would  aid  him  in  this  immense  un¬ 
dertaking.  About  one  million  dollars  has  been 
expended  in  building  necessary  levees,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  Government  appropriation  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  this  large  sum  has  been 
realized  by  taxing  the  land  thus  reclaimed.  The- 
sanitary  importance  of  the  enterprise  is  undoubt¬ 
ed;  Hannibal,  Louisiana  and  many  other  river 
towns  have  reaped  much  good  and  the  channel 
of  the  river  has  been  deepened,  and  thus  naviga¬ 
tion  has  been  assisted. 

Jonathan  Clark,  grandfather  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  biography,  was  three  gen¬ 
erations  removed  from  Thomas  Clark,  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  founded  the  family  in  the  United  States. 
Jonathan  Clark  took  part  in  the  War  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  and  was 
present  at  the  celebrated  “Boston  Tea  Party.”  He 
afterward  was  granted  a  pension  for  his  services 
and  died  in  Washington,  N.  H.,  in  January,  1846. 
His  son  Thomas,  father  of  Col.  Clark,  was  born 
in  that  village,  and  to  some  extent  followed  the 
occupation  of  his  sire  as  a  farmer,  engaging  also 
in  contracting.  He  was  connected  with  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Binghamton  &  Chenango  Canal,  and 


about  1843  nioved  to  Ohio,  where  he  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Chesterfield,  Lucas  County.  His  death 
occurred  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Alorenci,  Len¬ 
awee  County,  Mich.  He  was  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  politically  a  Whig. 
His  wife.  Miss  Rhoda  Kinney,  was  likewise  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire.  By  their  union  nine 
children  \jere  born,  namely:*  Rolna,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  S.  S.  Day  of  the  Coromandel  Mission,  India; 
Hosea,  who  is  living  in  Otsego,  Mich.;  Edward, 
who  died  in  infancy;  James,  who  died  while  being 
educated  for  the  ministry  at  the  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.;  Edward,  the  second  of 
the  name,  a  resident  of  Morenci,  Mich.;  Gilbert, 
of  Adrian,  Mich.;  Alurilla,  wife  of  Joseph  L. 
Roise;  William  H.,  who  is  in  College  Springs, 
Iowa;  Charles  N. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
was  passed  near  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  whither  his  par¬ 
ents  had  removed  in  order  to  give  their  children 
better  educational  advantages.  He  was  born  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  August  21,  1827,  and, 
after  passing  several  terms  in  Hamilton  Academy, 
went  with  the  family  to  Ohio;  here  he  practically 
became  the  head  of  the  family,  as  his  father  had 
suffered  severe  financial  losses.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  went  to  Wauseon,  Fulton  County,  Ohio, 
and  assisted  in  getting  the  county  scat  located  at 
that  place,  and  also  put  up  one  of  the  first  dwell¬ 
ing-houses  in  the  town.  In  1859  he  located  tem¬ 
porarily  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Ill.,  where  he  engaged 
in  general  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  of  the  rel)ellion. 

August,  1861,  Air.  Clark  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  being  mustered  in  as 
Orderly  Sergeant.  Ele  was  sent  to  Camp  Butler, 
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near  Springfield,  where  the  regiment  was  regular¬ 
ly  organized  with  Eugene  A.  Carr  as  Colonel,  and 
then  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis. 
Later  they  were  stationed  at  Rolla,  ]\Io.,  and 
spent  the  winter  in  scouting.  In  the  spring  they 
moved  westward  and,  under  the  leadership  of  Fre¬ 
mont,  assisted  in  driving  Price  into  Arkansas. 
They  followed  the  celebrated  Confederate  as  far 
south  as  Boston  iMountain,  Ark.,  when  they  turned 
back  and  were  followed  by  Price,  with  whom 
they  had  the  well-known  engagement  at  Pea 
Ridge,  on  INIarch  6,  7  and  8,  1862.  ]\Ir.  Clark 

was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  Com¬ 
pany  G,  which  company  was  detached  from  the 
regiment  and  made  the  bodyguard  of  Brig.-Gen. 
Carr,  who  had  been  promoted.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Clark  was  made  First  Lieutenant,  and  with 
his  command  began  the  march  across  the  State 
to  Helena,  fighting  nearly  all  of  the  distance,  and 
for  thirty  days  the  Government  lost  trace  of  them, 
all  communication  being  cut  off.  They  remained 
in  Helena  until  November,  having  numerous  en¬ 
gagements  in  that  locality.  Gen.  Carr,  who  had 
been  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge,  was  afterward  or-  i 
dered  to  St.  Louis  to  occupy  a  position  as  Com-  ! 
mandant  at  that  post,  and  Lieut.  Clark’s  company 
was  ordered  to  attend  as  a  bodyguard.  They 
helped  to  capture  Arkansas  Post  and,  under  Sher¬ 
man,  made  the  first  attack  on  Vicksburg.  In  the 
spring  of  1863  Lieut.  Clark  resigned  on  account 
of  disability  and  returned  home  to  recruit  his  shat¬ 
tered  health. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Clark  was  sufficiently  recovered 
he  embarked  in  the  commission  business  at  Quin-  [ 
cy.  Ill.,  and  in  1865  became  a  permanent  resident  ! 
of  Hannibal.  He  first  turned  his  attention  to  the  ! 
insurance  business  and  took  an  active  part  in  | 
revising  the  laws  governing  the  same.  In  1870  j 
he  gave  up  all  his  other  lines  of  work  to  devote  1 
himself  entirely  to  his  project  of  recovering  the  ] 
alluvial  land  which  is  covered  by  the  Mississippi  , 
a  large  portion  of  the  year  unless  held  back  by 
dykes.  He  was  obliged  to  do  pioneer  work  in 
this  direction,  as  there  were  no  laws  which  cov¬ 
ered  the  case,  either  in  Illinois  or  in  Missouri,  and  | 
in  company  with  O.  H.  Browning  of  Quincy,  I 
Judge  Underwood  of  St.  Clair  and  several  others  j 
he  drew  up  a  bill  which  was  passed  in  the  Spring- 


field  Legislature  and  became  a  part  of  the  statutes. 
This  act  provided  for  the  construction  of  drains, 
ditches,  levees,  etc.,  and  Col.  Clark  was  now'  in 
a  position  to  go  ahead  with  his  plans.  He  organ¬ 
ized  a  company  wdiich  was  called  the  ^Mississippi 
Agricultural  and  Drainage  Association.  The  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  the  concern  w'as  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars;  S.  M.  Spencer  was  made  president. 
Col.  Clark  vice-president  and  secretary  and  ]\I.  D. 
Massey  of  Canton,  Ill.,  treasurer.  A  topograph¬ 
ical  survey  was  made  of  the  country  lying  along 
the  river  with  the  result  that  it  was  believed  that 
over  one  hundred  thousand  acres  might  be  re¬ 
claimed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  five  dollars  per 
acre.  The  following  winter  IMr.  Clark  went  to 
Springfield,  where  he  obtained  the  proper  authori¬ 
ty  to  issue  bonds  for  use  in  the  enterprise.  The 
bill  was  passed,  but  Gov.  Palmer  was  opposed  to 
it  as  unconstitutional  and  against  public  policy, 

1  but  after  a  long  conflict  his  signature  was  finally 
j  secured  through  the  able  management  and  diplo¬ 
macy  of  Col.  Clark.  The  bonds  were  given  to 
meet  the  contract  on  the  estimates  of  civil  engfi- 
neers  and  the  ground  was  broken  September  2, 
1872,  some  sixteen  miles  of  levee  being  put  up 
during  that  fall  and  winter.  Before  this  a  petition 
was  circulated  in  this  county  and  a  juiw'  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Court  under  the  provisions  of  the 
statutes  to  make  investigations  and  find  out  if  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  this  section  of  the  country 
to  become  interested  financially  in  the  matter. 
They  reported  favorably  and  a  jury  of  twelve  men 
was  instructed  to  assess  the  lands  thus  reclaimed 
in  proportion  to  the  benefit  received,  this  assess¬ 
ment  to  be  paid  in  ten  equal  annual  installments, 
and  bonds  were  issued  under  the  law',  w'hich  were 
a  lien  upon«this  assessment;  from  the  sale  of  these 
bonds  means  were  raised  for  the  construction  of 
this  levee.  IMessrs.  Kelsey,  Fuller  and  Pierce  of 
Chicago  were  the  contractors.  By  1874  fifty-tw'O 
miles  of  levee  had  been  completed  and  over  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  reclaimed.  That  year  the 
company  issued  bonds  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  more  to  complete  the  work.  Col. 
Clark  had  bought  several  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  the  meantime  and  engaged  extensively  in  culti¬ 
vating  wheat  and  corn.  Although  the  levees  oc¬ 
casionally  broke,  they  w'ere  soon  repaired.  As 
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there  had  been  some  litigation  on  the  ground  of 
unconstitutionality,  the  afifair  was  carried  into 
court  and  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  was 
made.  The  maximum  assessment  on  the  land  is 
now  twenty  cents  an  acre  annually  for  repairs 
necessary. 

In  1883  Col.  Clark  managed  to  secure  a  con¬ 
vention  in  Washington,  having  previously  been 
appointed  one  of  an  executive  committee  of  sixty 
members  to  advance  the  idea  of  the  improvement 
of  the  Mississippi  River  in  various  ways,  and  was 
made  chairman  of  the  Missouri  delegation.  He 
clearly  demonstrated  to  the  members  of  the  con¬ 
vention  the  advisability  of  maintaining  and  con¬ 
structing  levees  both  for  the  good  that  would  be 
done  in  reclaiming  such  tracts  of  alluvial  soil  and 
to  promote  better  navigation.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  increased  value  of  land,  which  was  formerly 
almost  useless  on  account  of  the  overflows,  is  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  dollars  an  acre.  In  1892  Col. 
Clark  was  a  candidate  for  State  Senator  (on  the 
Republican  ticket)  for  the  Thirteenth  District, 
but  was  defeated,  as  the  party  was  in  the  minority. 
Two  years  later,  however,  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  and,  after  being  nomi¬ 
nated  at  Macon  City,  July  10,  was  elected  the 
following  November  by  a  majority  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-nine  votes.  He  has  always  been 
a  stanch  Republican  since  the  party  was  organized, 
and,  though  he  has  never  been  an  office-seeker, 
it  is  believed  that  he  will  be  a  potent  factor  in 
securing  laws  to  advance  the  commercial  and 
other  interests  of  the  country  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi  River. 

Col.  Clark  was  married  July  6,  1850,  in  Ohio, 
to  Lucia,  eldest  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Nancy 
(Hill)  Huntington,  natives  of  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Clark  and  his  estimable  wife  lost  their 
only  son,  Edward,  who  was  born  April  24,  1854, 
and  died  December  3,  i860.  Socially  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  a  charter  member  of  W.  T.  Sher¬ 
man  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  served  as  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  G.  A.  R.  for  the  Department  of 
Missouri. 

Col.  Clark  has  now  a  fine  opportunity  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  great  enterprise  of  his  life,  and  in  Con¬ 
gress  and  out  of  it  his  indefatigable  mind  and  un¬ 
tiring  energy  will  not  rest  until  it  is  accomplished. 


He  will  then  become  one  of  the  benefactors  of  the 
country,  and  will  go  down  in  history  an  honor  to 
the  State  and  the  Nation,  his  name  enrolled 
among  the  famous  men  of  his  time. 


Matthew  EMISON,  one  of  the  leading 
druggists  of  New  London,  was  born  in 
Ralls  County,  October  10,  1842.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  James  and  Susan  (Turley)  Emison,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ky., 
November  12,  1809.  He  was  brought  to  Mi,s- 
souri  by  his  parents  when  quite  young,  locating 
with  them  in  Ralls  County.  The  grandfather, 
James,  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  in  this  section, 
and  lived  in  Spencer  Township,  where  he  died. 
His  family  included  six  children,  viz:  Hugh, 
Matthew,  James,  Polly,  Amelia  and  Thomas. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  educated  in  farm 
work  in  the  above  township,-  but  abandoned  that 
in  order  to  take  up  engineering,  and  when  compe¬ 
tent  in  this  business  he  was  employed  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  surveying  in  the  county.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics.  His  death  took  place  January 
16,  1859.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Ralls  County, 
born  September  21,  1823,  aiid  was  the  daughter 
of  James  Turley,  a  substantial  farmer.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  four  years,  passing 
away  October  29,  1864.  She  belonged  to  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  active  in  all  good  works 
in  her  neighborhood.  She  became  the  mother  of 
six  children,  bearing  the  respective  names  of 
William,  living  in  Oregon;  Mary,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Harrison  Smith,  is  deceased;  IMatthew,  of 
this  sketch;  James,  a  resident  of  New  London; 
Samuel,  and  Thomas. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  on  the 
home  farm,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools.  He  later  aided  in  the  support  of  the 
family,  remaining  at  home  until  the  decease  of 
his  mother.  He  then  started  out  to  battle  with 
life  for  himself,  occupying  the  farm  adjoining  the 
home  place  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  then 
went  to  Oregon  and  for  four  years  spent  his  time 
working  chiefly  in  the  placer  mines,  with  indiffer- 
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cut  success.  On  his  return  to  Ralls  County  he 
secured  a  part  of  the  old  farm,  and  for  two  years 
lived  thereon.  He  then  sold  the  place,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1878  moved  to  New  London,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  opening  up  a 
store  on  Main  Street,  which  he  has  conducted 
ever  since.  He  commands  a  lucrative  trade  and 
is  regarded  as  a  first  class  prescription  druggist. 

Mr.  Emison  and  iMollie  E.  Jones  were  united 
in  marriage  October  13,  1881.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Haith  and  Barbara  (Kennedy)  Jones. 
Mrs.  Emison  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  and  her 
parents  were  well-to-do  farmers  of  IMissouri.  Her 
father,  who  was  born  in  1841,  died  in  1865,  when 
she  was  an  infant,  and  her  mother,  who  was  born 
July  5,  1840,  departed  this  life  IMay  30,  1895,  in 
New  London. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  six  children-,  viz:  Maude  G.,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  1882;  Claude  JNL,  April  13,  1884;  Clara 
May,  May  ii,  1888;  James,  December  25,  1891; 
Hugh  and  Haith,  twins,  Eebruary  4,  1895,  of 
whom  the  former  died  April  23,  1895.  [Mrs.  Emi¬ 
son  holds  membership  with  the  Christian  Church. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially 
is  a  K.  of  P.,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  180,  and 
Lodge  No.  70,  A.  O.  U.  W. 


JOHN  A.  BRISCOE,  of  New  London,  ?^Io., 
was  born  June  22,  1833.  His  grandfather, 
John  Briscoe,  was  a  native  of  J^Iaryland,  who 
moved  to  Kentucky  in  1806  and  located  in  Scott 
County.  He  married  in  Maiydand  Jane  DeLish- 
met,  who  was  of  Erench  origin.  Pie  remained 
in  Kentucky  until  1827,  when  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  locating  in  the  south 
part  of  the  county,  near  Frankfort,  where  he 
bought  land  and  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  a 
number  of  slaves,  which  he  brought  with  him 
from  Kentucky.  In  the  family  were  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  Raphael,  Nancy,  Phillip,  John,  Savilla, 
Artimetia,  Anderson  and  William.  Nancy  mar¬ 
ried  James  Inloe,  of  Ralls  County;  Savilla  mar¬ 


ried  Hugh  Emerson,  of  Ralls  County,  and  Arti¬ 
metia  became  the  wife  of  Hathe  Jones,  of  Pike 
I  County. 

!  Phillip  Briscoe,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Maryland  in  1802;  his  early  life  was  spent 
at  home  with  his  parents,  and  he  received  such 
1  education  as  was  common  at  that  time,  but  was  a 
I  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  being  a 
great  reader.  He  engaged  in  farming  for  himself 
I  before  coming  to  IMissouri.  On  coming  to  this 
I  State  he  purchased  land  and  partially  improved 
;  it,  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  it  on  account 
I  of  a  defective  title.  He  afterwards  purchased 
;  land  in  Spencer  Township,  near  Fremore  Lick, 
j  where  he  ever  afterwards  resided.  He  was  a 
j  prosperous  farmer,  and  owned  about  four  hun- 
i  dred  acres  of  land.  He  was  married  in  this  county 
to  Parmelia  Emerson,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  (Barkley)  Emerson.  She  was  a  native  of 
Scott  County,  Ky.,  and  from  the  same  neighbor¬ 
hood  as  the  Briscoe  family.  Four  children  \Vere 
j  born  unto  them:  James  E.,  John  A.,  Jane  A., 

I  and  William  P.  His  father  died  in  1886,  and  the 
j  mother  in  1879.  Phillip  Briscoe  is  remembered 
I  by  his  children  as  a  kind  hearted  and  considerate 
parent.  The  owner  of  a  number  of  slaves,  he  re¬ 
fused  to  sell  them,  even  under  the  prospect  of  them 
being  free.  He  said  if  the  Southern  cause  was  a 
failure  the  South  had  enough  to  lose,  and  he 
might  as  well  lose  them  as  any  one  else.  AH  his 
slaves  remained  with  him  until  they  were  freed. 
I  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
I  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ralls  County.  When  he  was  twenK- 
one  years  of  age  he  commenced  life  for  himself 
on  the  land  which  he  now  occupies,  and  which  his 
father,  at  that  time,  purchased  for  him  and  his 
brother  James.  Soon  after  coming  to  the  place 
'  he  traded  for  his  brother’s  interest,  and  ]\Iay  20, 
1858,  married  Elizabeth  Bowling,  a  native  of 
!  Ralls  County,  born  February  ii,  1842,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  IMary  (Helms)  Bowling,  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former  born 
in  Shelby  County  and  the  latter  in  IMontgomery 
County.  Mrs.  Briscoe  was  born  on  the  place 
where  they  now  reside.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  IMrs.  Briscoe  settled  down  on  the  farm,  where 
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they  have  since  resided.  Nine  children  have  been 
born  unto  them,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living- : 
Andrew  H.,  born  June  30,  1859,  resides  in  Ralls 
County;  James  W.,  born  December  19,  1861; 
Mary  C.,  born  May  18,  1864,  died  in  early  child¬ 
hood;  Robert,  born  April  16,  1867;  Edward  B., 
born  December  21,  1870;  Lizzie  R.,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  13,  1873,  now  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Conn,  of 
Ralls  County;  Jennie,  Hugh,  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briscoe  are  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  enjoy  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
them.  The  farm  on  which  they  reside  is  one  of 
the  best  in  Ralls  County,  and  Mr.  Briscoe  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying  on  general  farming. 


Edward  C.  crow,  one  of  the  principal 
business  men  of  Bowling  Green,  is  an  en¬ 
terprising  and  public-spirited  young  citi¬ 
zen.  In  October,  1889,  he  purchased  the  furni¬ 
ture  business  of  Ross  Bros.,  enlarged  its  facilities 
and  put  in  an  extensive  stock  of  goods.  He  car¬ 
ries  a  full  line  of  fine  and  modefate-priced  furni¬ 
ture  and  enjoys  an  extensive  patronage.  He  also 
conducts  an  undertaking  business  and  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  from  two  schools  of  embalming,  the  Hohen- 
schuh  and  the  Sullivan  Institutes,  of  St.  Louis, 
having  completed  the  course  of  the  former  in 
1892  and  the  latter  the  year  following. 

His  father,  Martin  Crow,  was  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  with  his  mother  came  to  Pike  County 
in  1830,  settling  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Cuivre  Township,  which  the  hus¬ 
band  and  father  had  located  in  1820.  Martin 
Crow  is  still  living  on  this  farm.  His  father, 
James,  had  returned  to  the  Blue  Grass  State  soon 
after  making  the  purchase,  and  died  in  1822,  and 
in  1827  his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Rhoda  Stem- 
mons  before  her  marriage,  and  also  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  made  the  journey  to  this  land  on  horse¬ 
back  to  examine  the  same  and  see  if  it  was  worth 
settling  upon,  and  was  so  pleased  with  the  prop¬ 
erty  that  she  came  with  her  children  and  made 
her  home  there,  James  Crow  was  born  in  1788  in 


Kentucky,  and  was  married  in  1810.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  State  and  bore  the 
Christian  name  of  Jacob,  was  a  planter.  His 
wife  was  a  Miss  Nellie  Wright,  and  of  their  union 
were  born  ten  children,  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  James  was  the  eldest,  and  all 
of  the  sons  became  Missouri  pioneers.  The 
father  of  Jacob  Crow  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
was  of  Holland  descent.  Martin  Crow  and  one 
sister,  Mrs.  Sallie  Van  Winkle,  of  Illinois,  are  the 
only  survivors  of  five  children,  the  others  being 
Nancy,  Harriet,  Sallie  and  Jacob. 

Martin  Crow  has  always  lived  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
California.  During  the  gold  excitement  he  ac¬ 
companied  his  uncle,  Walter  Crow,  and  his  cous¬ 
ins,  William,  James,  Benjamin  and  Mack,  across 
the  plains  with  eight  hundred  head  of  cattle. 
Three  hundred  were  lost  on  the  way  but  the  others 
brought  a  good  price  in  the  markets.  The  little 
party  joined  a  company  of  forty  in  order  to  have 
better  protection.  Our  subject  engaged  in  the 
mining  business  for  a  time  but  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  in  1853,  returned  home  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus.  In  1892  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Farmers’  Bank  of  Bowling  Green  and  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1893,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  year 
declined  to  serve  longer  though  he  is  still  a  direc¬ 
tor.  He  owns  in  his  homestead  six  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  of  well-improved  land  and  gives 
most  of  his  attention  to  stock  raising.  He  is  also 
the  proprietor  of  other  lands  in  the  county  which 
he  leases.  He  was  born  July  14,  1820,  and 
October  18,  1855,  married  Hannah  L.  Hendrick, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Pike  County,  June  27, 
1835..  Her  parents,  Moses  and  Amanda  (Daniels) 
Hendrick,  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  came 
to  this  State  at  an  early  period,  klrs.  Crow  is  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Universalist  Church.  In 
politics  the  father  is  a  Democrat  and  was  County 
Judge  four  years,  having  been  honored  with  that 
office  in  the  election  of  1886.  He  was  re-elected 
in  1888,  occupying  the  post  altogether  four  years. 

In  a  family  of  nine  children  Edward  C.  is  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth.  His  eldest  sister,  Emma 
E.,  married  James  A.  Dixon,  a  hardware  mer¬ 
chant  of  this  place;  James  M.,  died  in  childhood; 
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Henry  Clay,  is  a  lawyer  of  Springfield,  Mo.;  John 
S.,  is  Postmaster  at  }^Iosca,  Col.;  Warren  E.,  died 
in  infancy;  Sallie  M.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  H. 
Sherman  of  Ashley;  Ora  B.,  and  Lowell  E.  are  at 
home.  E.  C.  Crow  was  born  in  this  county 
January  20,  1862,  and  in  his  boyhoo’d  attended 
the  district  schools.  Eor  a  year  he  studied  in 
W'atson’s  Seminary  and  in  1882  went  to  the  State 
University  at  Columbia  where  he  graduated  from 
the  Commercial  department.  Subsecpiently  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  five  years  on  his  grand¬ 
father  Hendrick’s  old  place.  Coming  to  Bowling 
Green  he  was  next  interested  in  the  hardware 
lousiness  with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  A.  Dixon, 
some  seven  months,  after  which  in  connection 
with  W.  H.  Gentle  he  bought,  sold  and  shipped 
stock  for  one  season. 

Se])tember  5,  1883,  Mr.  Crow  and  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Maria  (Middleber- 
ger)  Marzolf  were  united  in  marriage.  ^Irs.  Crow 
was  born  in  this  county  as  was  also  her  father, 
but  her  mother  is  a  native  of  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  and 
both  parents  are  now  living  on  a  farm  near  Con¬ 
cord.  The  only  child  of  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Crow  is 
-Martin,  Jr.,  .who  was  born  May  30,  1885.  Our 
subject  is  a  mcnd)er  of  the  Universalist  Church 
while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Christian  denomin.i- 
tion.  l-'raternally  he  is  connected  with  the  I.  O. 
( ).  h'.,  belonging  to  Cuivre  Lodge,  No.  242,  and 
in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  He  still  owns  the 
farm  which  is  known  as  the  IMoses  Hendrick 
homestead,  and  is  situated  in  Cuivre  Township. 


Hon.  JAMESON  E.  HAWKINS,  de¬ 
ceased,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Hannibal,  and  did,  perhaps, 
more  for  her  upbuilding  than  any  other  citizen. 
The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  was  mani¬ 
fested  when,  as  a  mapK  of  respect  to  his  memory, 
the  business  houses  of  the  city  closed  and  many 
other  testimonials  of  affection  were  tendered  to 
the  bereaved  family  on  the  occasion  of  his  de¬ 
mise.  In  everything  that  promised  to  be  bene¬ 
ficial  to  this  community  he  was  enthusiastically 


concerned,  and  many  of  the  railroads  which  now 
center  here  and  have  added  greatly  to  the  financial 
well-being  of  Hannibal,  were  brought  here 
through  his  unremitting  efforts. 

The  father  of  J.  F.  Hawkins  was  Elijah,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  .Scott  County,  Ky.,  and  son  of  Jameson 
Hawkins,  who  was  bom  in  Crawford  County, 
Va.,  and  moved  to  Kentucky  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  settling  in  Scott  County.  He  was  a 
minister  in  the  Baptist  denomination.  Elijah 
Hawkins  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Ralls  County,  iMo., 
at  an  early  day,  but  resided  chiefly  in  Hannibal 
after  coming  to  IMissouri.  He  brought  with  him 
from  his  old  Kentucky  home  a  large  number  of 
slaves.  September  ii,  1814,  he  married  Sophia 
Bradford,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children: 
Eleanor,  now  Mrs.  Younger  Pitts;  Jameson  F., 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  Benjamin,  who 
served  as  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  Army,  was  for  many  years  Sheriff  of  iMarion 
County,  and  now  a  resident  of  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Elijah,  who  died  in  St.  Louis  County  several 
years  ago,  and  was  for  many  years  a  merchant  in 
Hannibal;  Catherine,  who  was  married  to  James 
Marnell,  a  hardware  merchant,  formerly  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  but  now  of  Nebraska  City,  Neb.;  George 
William,  who  was  a  dealer  in  groceries  and  pro¬ 
duce,  and  was  a  Lieutenant  of  a  cavalr}'  company 
in  Price’s  army;  Anna  Laura,  who  was  married 
to  Dr.  James  Frazier,  of  Ralls  County,  since  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Jefferson,  who  died  when  young. 
Jameson  Hawkins  married  Ruth  Ann  Threlkeld, 
October  4,  1776,  who  was  a  native  of  Culpeper 
County,  Va.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Nancy 
(Johnson)  Threlkeld,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
member  of  Capt.  Mercer’s  Company  of  the  Third 
\  irginia  Regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Mr.  and  IMrs.  Hawkins  were  buried  in  Crown 
Hill  Cemetery,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Jameson, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  son  of  John 
Hawkins,  who  married  IMargaret  Jameson  in 
March,  1767.  The  parents  of  John  were  Phile¬ 
mon  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Hawkins.  The  former 
was  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  Hawkins,  who  were 
of  English  ancestry.  The  death  of  John  Haw¬ 
kins  occurred  in  1742. 
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A  native  of  Scott  County,  Ky.,  the  Hon.  Jame¬ 
son  F.  Hawkins  was  born  January  ii,  1819.  He 
received  his  higher  education  at  Georgetown  Col¬ 
lege,  Kentucky,  and  in  1839  went  to  Hannibal  | 
with  his  parents.  Here  he  opened  a  general  store, 
and  soon  after  started  a  sawmill  and  also  estab¬ 
lished  a  ferry  boat  system.  In  1849  started 
with  a  company  across  the  plains  to  California, 
where  he  remained  until  1851,  meeting  with  good 
success.  Upon  his  return  home  he  purchased 
some  three  hundred  acres  west  of  this  city,  and 
from  that  time  until  shortly  before  his  death  was 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  When  the  Han¬ 
nibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad  was  projected  he 
interested  himself  greatly  in  the  matter,  and  was  j 
sent,  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the  State  Legislature 
to  obtain  a  charter  and  other  privileges  for  the 
road.  It  was  through  his  influence  a  law  was 
passed  to  prevent  the  tapping  of  the  road  within 
forty  miles  of  its  eastern  terminus.  The  City  of 
Quincy,  Ill.,  backed  by  the  “Q”  Railroad,  man¬ 
aged  to  effect  a  repeal  of  the  act  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  during  the  war,  and  the  St.  Joseph  Railroad  j 
was  tapped  at  Palmyra,  Mo.  Had  the  bill  secured  j 
by  Mr.  Hawkins  been  maintained,  Hannibal  ! 
would  have  been  the  leading  city  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  With  a  view  to  the  ultimate  good  of  | 
the  city  Mr.  Hawkins  succeeded  in  getting  his  j 
neighbors  to  pay  heavy  taxes  for  railroad  enter¬ 
prises,  which  they  did  to  a  remarkable  extent,  the  ^ 
^axation  amounting  to  as  much  as  six  per  cent  of  ' 
the  valuation  for  their  property.  At  the  same 
time,  be  it  said  to  the  credit  of  this  worthy  man, 
that  he  was  never  identified  with  any  of  the  rail¬ 
road  corporations  in  any  manner  by  which  he 
coifld  personally  realize  profits  therefrom,  his 
only  object  being  the  public  good.  He  secured 
the  right-of-way  for  nearly  every  one  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  which  were  laid  through  Hannibal.  On  { 
Main,  between  Center  and  Bird  Streets,  he  erected 
a  row  of  buildings  which  are  now  occupied  by 
stores.  In  politics  he  was  always  to  be  found  on 
the  side  of  the  Democracy. 

In  1841  Mr.  Hawkins  married  Sarah  Ann,  i 
daughter  of  Asa  and  Ann  R.  (Thomson)  Smith,  [ 
and  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Rodes  Smith,  the 
father  of  Asa  Smith,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  1 


and  was  at  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  and  witnessed 
the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  Many  years 
afterward,  when  he  was  an  old  man,  Richard 
Johnson,  then  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  offered  to  secure  for  him  a  pension  to 
which  he  was  entitled.  He  refused,  saying  that 
pensions  were  not  intended  for  persons  who  were 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  After  serving  for 
nine  years  in  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  he  de¬ 
clined  reelection.  Ann  Rodes  Smith  was  the 
mother  of  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  who  com¬ 
manded  Company  A,  Engineer  Corps,  of  which 
the  late  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan  was  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  in  the  Mexican  War.  He  was  Commander 
of  the  Second  Army  Corps,  C.  S.  A.,  of  Northern 
Virginia,  during  the  late  war,  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  commander  of  all  the  forces  south  of 
Lee’s  Army,  and  including  those  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Richmond,  Va.  In  this  capacit}^  he  was 
recognized  by  Jefferson  Davis,  in  the  absence  of 
Gen.  Lee,  as  his  military  adviser,  his  headquar¬ 
ters  being  at  Richmond,  Va.  For  several  weeks 
Gen.  Smith  was  Secretary  of  War  pro  tern  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  during  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  Secretaries  Randolph  and  Sedden.  At 
length  he  resigned  from  the  army  on  account  of 
differences  between  himself  and  Mr.  Davis,  and 
subsecjuently  he  was  appointed  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  forces  in  Georgia  by  Gov.  Brown, 
serving  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  up  Sherman  on  his  “march  to  the  sea.” 
He  is  now  living  in  New  York  City. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Hawkins,  and  all  of  the  number  are  yet  living, 
and  are  as  follows:  Elijah;  Thetis  C.,  wife  of  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Hatch,  M.  C.,  to  whom  has  been 
born  one  child,  Sallie  Rodes;  Anna  W.,  Mrs. 
Francis  L.  Hewitt,  of  Winfield,  Mo.;  William  B., 
who  is  engaged  in  breeding  fine  horses  and  Jer¬ 
sey  cattle  near  Lexington,  Ky.;  Jameson,  a  dairy¬ 
man  of  this  city;  Jennie  L.;  Asa  Smith,  a  life  in¬ 
surance  agent  at  Seattle,  Wash.;  John  Rodes, 
Superintendent  of  the  Chester,  Wabash  &  West¬ 
ern  Railroad,  at  Chester,  Ill.;  Sallie  A.;  Mary  E. ; 
George  T.,  who  is  a  topographical  engineer  in 
the  Government  employ;  and  Laura  F.,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Washington  City. 
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Elijah  Hawkins  was  born  January  26,  1842, 
and  spent  his  early  life  in  this  vicinity,  where  he 
received  his  education  in  the  private  schools. 
When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army,  his  company  being  com¬ 
manded  by  Eenjamin  Hawkins.  He  was  mus¬ 
tered  in  as  Second  Sergeant  and  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  as  Captain, 
having  secured  that  rank  as  Aide-de-Camo  to 
(len.  G.  \\  Smith.  In  1865  he  returned  to  Han-  ' 
nibal  and  later  was  employed  by  his  father  in  a 
l)acking  house  at  St.  Louis,  ]^Io.,  for  several  years. 
Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi-  ' 
ness,  first  in  St.  Louis  and  subsequently  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  where  he  became  manager  of 
the  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  ; 
Maine  for  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories,  i 
comprising  California,  Washington,  Oregon, 
Utah  and  Arizona.  Acceding  to  a  request  made 
by  his  esteemed  father,  Mr.  Hawkins  returned  to 
I  lannibal  upon  the  latter’s  death,  to  administer  his 
estate,  at  which  place  he  now  resides. 

January  5,  1885,  Elijah  Hawkins  and  Mrs.  Isa¬ 
bel  J.  Coffin  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Haw¬ 
kins  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  McAlpin,  a  native  of 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  children;  Sarah  A.,  born  June  i, 
1887,  and  Joseph  McAlpin,  born  February  ii, 
1889.  '  '  ,  j 

William  H.  Hatch  served  the  Hannibal  dis-  | 
trict  in  Congress  for  si.xtecn  years,  but  was  de¬ 
feated  in  1894,  with  many  other  Democrats,  not 
only  in  his  State,  but  throughout  the  United 
States.  His  long  term  in  Congress  is  a  clear 
proof  that  he  served  his  constituency  not  only 
ably,  but  satisfactorily  and  well.  His  devoted 
wife  has  many  of  the  characteristics  of  her  dis¬ 
tinguished  father,  Jameson  Hawkins.  Possessed 
of  good  education  and  a  bright,  enquiring  mind, 
she  has  been  well  fitted  to  share  the  honors  of  her 
husband,  and  has  always  made  it  a  rule  to  attend 
the  sessions  of  Congress  with  him.  There,  brought 
in  contact  with  the  representatives  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  other  public  officials,  and  the  dis¬ 
cussions  of  public  measures  of  the  day,  she  has 
become  well  versed  in  political  economv  and  civil 
questions,  and  their  application  to  the  best  needs 


of  our  country.  In  this  respect  she  is  above  the 
average  Congressman.  Yet  she  is  essentially  a 
domestic  woman,  and  derives  more  pleasure 
when  in  her  beautiful  suburban  home  at  Hanni¬ 
bal,  surrounded  with  domestic  cares  and  their  at¬ 
tendant  responsibilities,  than  when  residing  at 
the  Capital  of  the  Nation. 


JOSEPH  M.  WILLIS,  an  old  settler  and 
representative  business  man  of  Palmyra,  was 
born  in  Xicholasville,  Jessamine  County, 
Ky.,  August  12,  1829.  His  father,  Henr\'  Willis, 
was  a  native  of  \"irginia,  who  moved  when  a  boy 
to  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  in  company  with  his 
parents.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  about 
the  year  1820  moved  to  Nicholasville,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Closing  the  hotel 
he  came  to  Marion  County,  ]\Io.,  arriving  here 
October  15,  1829;  his  household  at  that  time  con¬ 
sisted  of  about  thirty-five  people,  white  and  black. 
He  located  one  mile  east  of  Philadelphia,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  was  subsequently  in¬ 
terested  in  the  building  of  the  Marion  College, 
afterward  the  Masonic  College,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  trustees.  He  was  a  R.  A.  ]\I.  and  one 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  order.  In  the 
early  days  no  man  was  better  known  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  his  home  being  headquarters  for  the  emi¬ 
grants  to  the  county.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  first  marriage  was 
with  Maria  Laddock  of  fiercer  County,  Ky.,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  all  growing  to  man¬ 
hood  and  womanhood.  His  second  marriage  was 
with  Mary  Liggett,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  all  growing  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
His  third  marriage  was  with  Jeannette  Sebert,  by 
which  union  were  born  five  children,  each  of 
whom  reached  man’s  estate  or  woman’s  estate.  He 
died  in  this  county  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  The 
family  were  of  English  origin.  Robert  Willis, 
the  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child 
by  his  fadier’s  second  marriage,  was  about  two 
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months  old  when  he  landed  at  Palmyra,  Mo.,  and 
remained  with  his  father  until  eighteen  years  of  j 
age,  assisting  on  the  farm  and  attending  district  j 
schools  in  the  winter.  He  then  went  to  Hannibal,  I 
from  which  place  he  started  for  the  lead  mines  at  j 
Galena,  Ill.  On  arriving  at  Keokuk  and  learn¬ 
ing  that  the  cholera  was  then  raging  at  Galena,  he  j 
changed  his  course  and  went  to  St.  Francisville,  ' 
Clark  County,  IMo.  He  there  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  in  partnenship  with  E.  C.  Hyde 
and  continued  there  two  years.  In  1850  he  sold 
out  and  went  to  California,  crossing  the  plains 
with  teams.  He  located  at  Murderers’  Bar,  on  the 
middle  fork  of  the  American  River,  wliere  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  for  two  years.  He  then  returned 
home,  coming  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama 
to  New  Orleans,  thence  by  steamer  to  St.  Louis 
and  to  Marion  County. 

On  his  return  Mr.  Willis  engaged  for  a  short 
time  in  setting  in  order  the  farm  at  home,  and  then 
went  again  to  St.  Francisville,  Mo.,  and  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  brother  Thomas  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  the  fall  of  1855.  Selling 
the  stock  to  his  brother  he  bought  a  farm  one  mile 
north  of  where  the  county  seat  (Kahoka)  is  now 
located,  and  there  remained  until  January  i,  1857, 
when  he  sold  the  farm  and  in  company  with  Jona¬ 
than  Hewitt,  a  brother-in-law,  bought  the  Pearl  j 
Street  House  at  Alexandria,  Mo.,  and  until  the 
spring  of  1858  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  He 
then  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  bought  a  half 
interest  in  the  Skinner  House  at  La  Grange,  Mo. 
Subsecjuently  selling  this  house,  he  located  at 
Callao,  Macon  County,  Mo.,  and  was  Station 
Agent  for  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R. ;  while  there 
he  was  also  engaged  in  other  business.  In  i860 
he  left  the  station  and  took  the  General  Agency 
for  the  Land  Department  of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R. 
R.,  in  which  position  he  remained  twenty-two 
years  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
per  month.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Palmyra,  Mo., 
where  he  remained  six  years  and  then  moved  to 
a  farm  one-half  mile  north  of  Woodland  Station, 
Marion  County,  remaining  there  sixteen  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Palmyra,  where  he  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1854,  IMr.  Willis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  IMiss  Mary  Brown,  a  native 


of  Brown  County,  Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Brown.  Nine  children  have  been  born  unto 
them :  Anna  J.  (deceased) ;  Willie,  of  Brookfield, 
AIo.;  Charles  O.,  of  Palmyra;  iMaggie  L.,  at 
home;  Lucy  M.,  wife  of  V.  J.  Howell  of  Kirks- 
ville,  i\Io. ;  Sarah  B.,  at  home;  Arthur  R.,  at 
home;  Frank  E.,  of  Brookfield,  Mo.;  iMary  J.,  at 
home. 

Mr.  Willis  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
for  many  years  and  at  one  time  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  S.  of  T.  organized  at  Palmyra  in  1847.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  body  his  family  are  also  members,  and  for 
some  years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  same.  In 
1888,  when  he  left  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  Chief  Land  Examiner  for  the 
Nor.  Pac.  R.  R.,  and  had  charge  of  four  parties 
of  examiners;  the  examinations  were  quite  ex¬ 
tensive  and  of  the  value  of  about  four  millions  of 
dollars.  He  remained  in  the  service  of  that  road 
for  eighteen  months,  then  returned  home  to 
Palmyra,  sold  his  farm  and  has  since  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  present  business. 


Edward  D.  KELLEY,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  business  men  of  Pal¬ 
myra,  has  resided  here  but  little  more  than 
two  years,  but  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front.  He 
is  a  young  man  of  great  energy^  and  strength  of 
character  and  is  destined  to  become  influential, 
judging  by  what  he  has  done  in  the  past.  In  1894 
he  transacted  the  largest  real-estate  business  in 
the  city  and  March  20,  1895,  embarked  in  a  new 
line,  becoming  the  proprietor  of  a  livery  stable, 
which  he  is  managing  with  ability. 

Our  subject  comes  from  one  of  the  best  fam¬ 
ilies  of  iMarion  County,  his  parents  being  Alex¬ 
ander  S.  and  Ida  C.  (Kneisley)  Kelley.  The 
father  was  born  January,  1845,  klarion  County 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Susan  (Shannan) 
Kelley,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  re¬ 
spectively.  William  Kelley,  though  bom  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  was  reared  in  Kentucky  and  soon 
after  his  marriage  moved  to  this  vicinity,  where 
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he  engaged  in  land  speculation.  His  parents,  na¬ 
tives  of  Ireland,  emigrated  to  Virginia  and  died 
in  the  lllue  Grass  State.  Alexander  S.,  who  was 
an  only  child,  received  good  advantages  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  good  land  in  Liberty  Township,  where  with 
his  wife  and  family  he  resides. 

When  A.  S.  Kelley  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  joined  Porter's  Company  of  Missouri  Infantry 
and  remained  in  the  ser\’ice  for  three  years.  Upon 
returning  home  he  operated  the  farm  in  Fabius 
Township,  which  had  been  willed  to  him  by  his 
mother,  but  when  several  years  had  passed  he  sold 
out  and  went  to  Saline  County,  Mo.;  later  he 
moved  to  Carroll  County,  where  he  remained  until 
1883.  Coming  back  to  this  county  he  operated  a 
farm  in  Fabius  Township  until  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  his  present  homestead.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  supports  by  his  ballot 
the  Democratic  party.  In  company  with  his  good 
wife  he  holds  membership  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
She  was  bom  August  31,  1850,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  J.  W.  and  Sophia  (McLeod)  Kneisley. 
The  Captain  and  wife  moved  to  this  State  from 
\’irginia  in  1858  and  for  seven  consecutive  terms 
the  former  represented  Boone  County  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
at  Columhia,  Boone  County,  though  for  many 
years  he  was  activ^ely  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building;  Mrs.  Sophia  Kneisley  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1865.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
McLeod,  a  celebrated  physician  of  Virginia,  iMrs. 
Kelley  is  one  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Her  sister  Eveline  is  the  wife  of  J.  M. 
Johnson,  who  is  farming  in  Fabius  Township, 
and  Augusta,  who  is  unmarried,  resides  with  her 
father.  The  union  of  Alexander  and  Ida  Kelley 
has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  of  whom 
Edward  D.  is  the  eldest,  Augusta  is  attending  col¬ 
lege  at  Palmyra,  James  W.  and  Frank  M.  live  at 
home  and  one  died  in  infancy. 

Edward  D.  Kelley  was  born  in  Columbia, 
Boone  county.  Mo.,  August  9,  1868,  and  was 
reared  principally  in  Carroll  county.  Mo.  When 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Marion  county  and  continued  to  dwell 
here  for  about  two  years,  during  which  time  he 
was  absent  for  several  terms  at  the  ^lissouri 


State  University  in  Columbia.  He  then  went  to 
Kansas  City,  ]\Io.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  for  three  years  and  then  for  a  year 
was  employed  by  a  lumber  merchant.  In  the 
meantime  he  held  a  position  at  Jefferson  City. 
And  during  three  sessions  of  the  Legislature  he 
devoted  himself  to  newspaper  work.  In  the  fall 
of  1890  he  embarked  in  the  coal  business,  ship¬ 
ping  to  points  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1892  he  returned  to  the  <.dd  home  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm 
for  about  a  year.  Since  then,  as  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  he  has  conducted  a  real  estate,  loan  and 
livery  business  in  this  city  with  good  success. 
Following  his  father’s  example  he  supports  the 
Democracy.  Religiously  he  is  identified  with  the 
Baptist  denomination. 


JOHN  BROSS,  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
farmer  of  Liberty  Township,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  is  now  living  retired  from  active  business 
cares,  but  still  owns  his  valuable  homestead, 
'  which  comprises  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  well-improved  land.  He  has  dwelt  on  this  place 
i  for  over  thirty  years  and  has  brought  it  to  its 
present  condition  of  fertility  and  desirability. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Baden, 
Germany,  June  24,  1821.  His  parents,  Nicholas 
and  Barbara  (Riggles)  Bross,  were  likewise  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany.  The  former  died  in  Adams 
county.  Ill.,  in  January,  1843,  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years.  He  received  a  good  education  in  Ger- 
main^  was  married  there  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1832,  settling  at  Louisville,  Ky.  For 
five  years  he  carried  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  he  then  sold  and  moved 
to  Quincy,  Ill.  After  a  time  he  bought  a  farm  of 
!  eighty  acres  a  few  miles  from  that  place,  after 
selling  which  he  purchased  a  claim  from  a  half- 
breed  Indian ;  entering  the  same  in  regular  order 
he  proceeded  to  improve  the  place,  on  which  he 
lived  until  his  death.  L'pon  his  demise  his  wife 
Barbara  sold  the  farm  to  her  son-in-law  and 
moved  to  Quincy,  where  she  died  October  27, 
1847.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Catholic 
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church.  In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Bross  was  a 
Democrat. 

John  Bross  is  one  of  seven  children,  the  others 
being  Barbara  (deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of 
John  Zimmerman,  who  is  also  now  deceased; 
Benjamin,  a  retired  farmer  of  Hancock  county. 
Ill.,  Paul,  who  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  war  in 
1846,  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  enlisted  to  fight 
against  the  Indians  in  the  West,  since  which 
time  he  has  never  been  heard  from ;  Mary,  widow 
of  Joseph  Mast  of  Quincy,  Ill.;  Jacob,  who  died 
in  this  county  in  1889;  Christine,  widow  of 
Daniel  Kiser,  a  resident  of  Keokuk,  Iowa.  All 
these  children  w'ere  born  in  Germany  and  grew 
to  mature  years  in  the  United  States. 

The  marriage  of  John  Bross  and  Catherine 
Zimmerman  was  celebrated  October  26,  1846. 
She  was  born  in  Canton,  Stark  county,  Illinois, 
being  one  of  three  children  whose  parents  were 
Martin  and  Catherine  (Kramer)  Zimmerman, 
the  others  being  Valentine  and  George,  who  are 
both  deceased.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Joseph,  whose 
birth  occurred  October  27,  1847,  is  a  farmer  of 
this  county;  John,  born  1838,  died  in  infancy; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  George  Menger,  a  farmer 
of  this  township;  Mary,  residing  at  home;  Philip, 
now'  operating  a  farm  in  this  township;  Caroline, 
the  wife  of  Fred  Gottman,  a  farmer  of  this  town¬ 
ship;  Albert,  also  an  agriculturist  of  this  town¬ 
ship. 

The  early  years  of  John  Bross  were  spent  on 
his  father’s  farm  and  at  school  in  Germany  and 
when  in  his  eleventh  year  he  crossed  the  briny 
deep  with  his  parents  to  found  a  home  in  America. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  secured  a  position 
in  Quincy,  Ill.,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and 
then,  investing  his  savings  in  a  team,  he  found 
plenty  of  employment  in  hauling  and  moving 
merchandise  which  work  he  followed  for  six 
years.  At  last  he  went  to  work  on  a  farm  at  a 
salary  of  thirteen  dollars  a  month  and  was  thus 
employed  for  nearly  a  year,  afterward  working  a 
sixty-acre  farm  on  shares  for  two  years.  Then  he 
bought  a  team,  implements,  etc.,  and  rented  a  farm 
of  seventy  acres.  This  place  he  cultivated  for 
the  succeeding  eight  years,  in  the  meantime 
carefully  saving  the  proceeds  of  his  crops  and 


business  ventures.  At  length  he  came  to  iMarion 
County  on  a  visit  to  his  brother  and  in  1859  in¬ 
vested  in  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land  in  Henry 
County,  Mo.  January  16,  1863,  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  a  part  of  his  present 
farm,  and  in  time  increased  that  number  to  three 
hundred  and  thirty  acres.  Like  his  parents  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and,  following 
his  father’s  example,  he  uses  his  right  of  fran¬ 
chise  in  favor  of  the  Democracy.  In  all  his  deal¬ 
ings  with  his  fellow-men  he  is  upright  and  honor¬ 
able  and  thus  enjoys  their  full  confidence. 


WILLIAM  M.  LEHENBAUER  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Bavaria,  born  February  2, 
1833,  in  the  same  town  and  same  house 
in  which  his  grandfather  and  father  were  born. 
Both  father  and  grandfather  were  weavers  by 
trade,  and  both  lived  and  died  in  their  native  coun¬ 
try.  Martin  Lehenbauer,  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  the  only  son  in  a  family  of  three  children. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  city  to  Mary  Han- 
baer,  and  died  in  1853,  leaving  a  family  of  six 
sons:  Frederick,  M.  W.,  Ferdinand,  John, 

George  and  Conrad. 

In  1852  our  subject,  in  company  with  his 
brother  John,  emigrated  to  America  and  located 
in  Temple  County,  Ky.,  where  the  remainder  of 
the  family  came  the  following  year,  soon  after  the 
death  of  the  father.  In  i860  the  mother  and  five 
sons  removed  to  IMarion  County,  Mo.,  where 
she  died  at  the  home  of  Conrad  in  1880.  Of  the 
six  sons  all  are  still  living  except  George,  who 
met  with  an  accidental  death  in  1876  caused  by 
the  running  away  of  his  team. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
Germany,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  was  appren¬ 
ticed  to  learn  the  baker’s  trade,  serving  three 
years.  He  then  entered  on  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  miller's  trade  and  served  two  years.  There 
being  but  two  years  left  before  he  would  be*  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  six  years  compulsory  military  service 
in  his  country,  and  being  desirous  of  doing  some¬ 
thing  for  himself,  and  having  heard  favorable  re- 
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ports  of  the  United  States,  he  concluded  to  come 
to  this  country,  and,  as  already  stated,  in  company 
with  his  brother  John,  then  a  lad  of  fourteen,  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  ^lay,  1852,  he  sailed  from 
Ilremen  on  the  vessel  “Johannas,”  and  after  a 
voyage  of  thirty-nine  days  landed  in  Baltimore. 
They  .had  each  five  dollars  when  landing,  and 
after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  find  work  in  that 
city,  concluded  to  start  for  the  home  of  their 
uncle  who  lived  in  Temple  County,  Ky.  The 
entire  journey  was  made  on  foot,  they  being  two 
months  enroute,  and  working  at  difterent  places 
in  payment  for  their  living. 

Soon  after  arriving  in  Kentucky,  our  subject 
secured  a  position  in  a  mill  where  he  remained 
three  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farm 
work  in  the  same  county,  in  which  he  continued 
one  year.  He  then  took  charge  of  his  mother's 
place,  she  having  purchased  the  farm  in  Temple 
County.  He  remained  with  his  mother  two  years 
and  January  4,  1859,  married  Julia  Nunberger,  a 
native  of  Germany,  but  who  came  to  Kentucky 
with  her  parents  when  only  two  years  of  age. 
After  his  marriage  Air.  Lehenbauer  hired  to  a 
farmer  in  that  county,  remaining  with  him 
eighteen  months,  and  for  his  service  received 
$15.00  per  month.  He  saved  in  this  time,  entire 
wages,  making  his  living  e.xpenses  from  his  gar¬ 
den,  plow,  etc.  About  this  time  he  purchased  a 
small  dairy  in  the  town  of  Newport,  Temple 
County,  which  he  operated  six  years,  having  when 
he  quit  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cows.  When 
the  war  broke  out  he  was  subject  to  depredations 
by  both  armies  and  losing  nearly  all  his  cows  he 
was  compelled  to  cpiit  the  business.  In  1865  he 
rented  a  farm  in  that  vicinity  which  he  occupied 
one  year,  and  then  disposed  of  his  personal 
property  and  removed  to  Alissouri  where  his 
mother  and  brothers  had  preceded  him.  In  1867 
he  purchased  the  farm  that  he  now  owns,  then 
consisting  of  224  acres.  He  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  now  owns  555  acres. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Lehenbauer  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children,  all  living;  I'erdinand, 
Alary,  John,  William,  Catherine,  George,  Emma, 
Alichael,  Fredrick  and  Edward.  Of  this  number. 
Alary  is  now  the  wife  of  X.  Getsenburger  of  Ralls 


County;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  AI.  Shembarger, 
of  Hannibal;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  John  Alavic, 
of  Ralls  County. 

Since  coming  to  Ralls  County  Air.  Lehenbauer 
has  followed  mixed  farming  and  stock  raising, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  In  1875  he 
lost  nearly  all  his  crop  from  high  water,  his  farm 
being  mostly  in  the  rich  bottoms  of  Salt  River. 
Air.  Lehenbauer  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  which  church  he  still  attends.  During 
his  residence  here  he  has  held  the  office  of  School 
Director  for  twenty  years,  which  he  finally  re¬ 
signed.  For  ten  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  ^ 


CHARLES  T.  WEAVER,  Sheriff  of  Ralls 
County,  Alissouri,  is  a  native  of  that 
county,  where  he  was  born  on  the  22d  day 
of  April,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  John  K.  and  Ann 
Elizabeth  (Lowe)  Weaver.  John  K.  Weaver  was 
born  in  Fauquier  County,  A’irginia,  and  went  to 
I  Alissouri  when  about  five  years  of  age  with  his 
j  parents  who  settled  in  Ralls  County.  His  father 
was  Tillman  W^eaver,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  of 
German  ancestry.  He  was  a  farmer  and  located 
in  Saverton  Township  where  he  lived  and  died. 

John  K.  Weaver,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  the  same  township  and  to  farm  life; 
later  he  became  a  dealer  in  grain.  He  removed  to 
New  London  in  1884,  and  operated  there  in  grain 
also.  He  died  June  30,  1888.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Democrat.  He  was  a  quiet,  conservative  man, 
of  genial  spirit  and  companionable,  and  of  fine 
1  physical  proportions.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  where  she  was  born  while  her  parents  were 
on  their  way  from  Virginia  to  Alissouri,  they  hav¬ 
ing  temporarily  located  in  that  State.  Her  father, 

I  Henry  Lowe,  was  a  farmer  and  settled  in  Saverton 
;  Township  where  he  died.  Airs.  Weaver  departed 
i  this  life  January  10,  1888;  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Old  School  Baptist  Church.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Weaver  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  three 
;  of  whom,  Henry  T.,  John  N.,  Charles  T.,  survive 
them  and  live  in  New  London. 
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The  subject  of  this  biography  was  reared  on  the 
Saverton  farm  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools.  His  first  engagement  in  business  for 
himself  was  as  a  dealer  in  hardware  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  D.  M  Bunch,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Weaver  &  Bunch;  he  carried  on  this  business 
three  years  when  it  was  closed  up  with  loss.  In 
the  fall  of  1892,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  for  Sheriff  and  was  elected,  and  in 
1894,  having  discharged  the  duties  of  said  office 
satisfactorily,  he  was  renominated  and  re-elected, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term. 

Mr.  Weaver  was  married  December  14,  1887, 
to  Logie  M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  G.  and  Mollie 
(Boaz)  Hendrix,  of  New  London,  and  a  native 
of  Ralls  County.  They  have  one  child  by  this 
marriage,  Harry  Gray.  Mrs.  Weaver  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Weaver  served 
two  years  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  village. 
He  has  made  an  able  and  popular  Sheriff,  and  is 
held  in  high  regard  as  an  official  of  the  county; 
he  is  a  man  of  genial  nature  and  winning  man¬ 
ners,  and  is  much  esteemed  by  the  people.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  New  London  Lodge,  No.  180, 
K.  of  P. 


JUDGE  JAMES  MARSHALL  SMITH, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Ralls  County, 
and  President  of  the  Ralls  County  Bank, 
is  one  of  its  leading  and  representative  men.  He 
was  born  in  Ralls  County,  December  24,  1836, 
and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children 
born  to  Alfred  and  Levina  (Fortune)  Smith,  of 
whom  four  now  survive.  His  father  was  born  in 
Louisa  County,  Va.,  Jan.  12,  1804,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  and  later  removed  to  Tennessee, 
and  there  married.  After  a  short  residence  in 
Tennessee,  he  removed  to  Missouri  and  settled  in 
Center  Township,  Ralls  County,  in  the  fall  of 
1833.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a  farmer, 
which  he  followed  all  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of 
upright  character  and  was  well  known  to  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county,  who  regarded  him 
as  a  man  of  sterling  worth.  His  death  occurred 
in  1885. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  county  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  school.  When  nineteen  years  old,  he 
left  the  parental  home  and  secured  employment 
as  a  farm  hand.  After  the  farming  season  was 
over,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  by  R.  B. 
Caldwell,  then  Sheriff  of  Ralls  County,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  Mr.  Caldwell’s  term  of  office,  he  was 
re-appointed  by  G.  G.  Muldrow,  the  newly  elected 
Sheriff,  and  served  under  him  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War.  He  then  returned  to  farm 
life,  which  he  has  since  followed.  In  1866  he 
made  his  first  purchase  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-six  acres  of  land,  some  two  miles  south  of 
his  present  location,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1867, 
with  his  family,  he  removed  to  that  farm  and  there 
resided  until  1884,  adding  during  the  intervening 
years,  some  three  hundred  acres,  making  it  a  farm 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  In  1884,  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  of 
that  land,  and  purchased  his  present  homestead, 
it  being  at  that  time  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Judge  Smith  has  been  thrice  married.  His  first 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  maiHed  on  January  31, 
1861,  was  Miss  Mary  E.  Caldwell,  daughter  of 
R.  B.  Caldwell,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Ellen  Floweree,  to  whom  he  was 
married  August  30,  1865.  To  them  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  but  one  now  survives: 
Alfred,  a  progressive  young  farmer  of  Ralls 
County,  who  married  Miss  Birdie  Wilson.  They 
have  one  child.  Our  subject’s  present  wife  is 
Miss  Emily  Alice  Diggs,  a  daughter  of  John  D. 
Diggs,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Ralls  County.  Their  marriage  occurred  October 
24,  1874,  and  of  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children,  all  of  whom  still  survive:  Harriet,  now 
the  wife  of  Robert  A.  Briscoe,  Deputy  County 
Clerk  of  Ralls  County;  Pauline,  John  D.,  and 
Julia  Downing. 

In  1890,  Mr.  Smith  was  nominated  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  for  the  office  of  Judge  of  the 
County  Court.  He  was  elected  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1894, 
was  re-nominated  and  re-elected,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  of  pffice.  He  is  a  man  of 
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^ood  judgment,  and  discharges  the  duties  of  his 
office  witli  fidelity  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  In  liis  religious  belief  he  is  a  Bap¬ 
tist,  of  which  church  he  has  been  a  member  for 
many  years.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  native  county,  he  has  ever  taken  an 
active  interest  and  no  man  stands  higher  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


ENRY  BURKE  HULL  is  a  native  Mis¬ 
sourian,  having  been  born  in  Osage 
County,  March  ii,  1870.  His  father, 
Henry  C.  Hull,  was  also  born  in  Osage  County, 
where  he  owned  and  tilled  a  fine  farm.  The  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  Lincoln  County  in  the  winter  of 
1881,  and  while  on  this  trip  the  elder  Hull  con¬ 
tracted  a  heavy  cold  that  developed  into  a  case 
of  pneumonia  with  fatal  results,  leaving  a  widow, 
Mrs.  Mary  R.  Hull,  and  two  children,  ]\Iiss  Ger¬ 
trude  ("now  ]\Irs.  Luther  iMcKay,  of  Hannibal) 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  the  year  1885 
young  Hull  entered  the  office  of  the  Lincoln 
County  News  as  “printer’s  devil,”  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  learning  the  journalistic  business  from 
the  bottom  up.  As  a  hoy  at  school  he  was  fond 
of  writing,  and  his  ambition  to  he  a  newspaper 
man  dated  from  a  very  early  period  of  his  life.  In 
1887  he  went  to  Hannibal  and  accepted  a  position 
as  compositor  with  the  Courier,  on  which  paper 
he  worked  until  the  following  year,  when  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  similar  position  on  the  Morning  Journal. 
He  was  soon  taken  from  the  case  and  placed  upon 
the  reportorial  staff,  where  he  distinguished  him¬ 
self  as  a  newspaper  reporter.  In  May,  1892  !\Ir. 
Hull  was  made  business  manager  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing  Journal,  which  position  he  held  until  Sep¬ 
tember,  1894,  when  he  resigned  to  establish  The 
Weekly  Times.  This  venture  proved  a  brilliant 
success  and  would  have  been  a  fi.xture  among 
Hannibal  business  enterprises,  had  not  Mr.  Hull 
been  persuaded  to  sell  out  to  an  incorporated 
company  and  merge  the  weekly  into  a  daily 
I)aper,  associating  himself  with  Judge  Samuel  J. 
Harrison,  H.  Clay  Heather  and  others.  This 


paper  was  not  a  success  for  the  reason  it  was 
started  on  too  large  a  scale.  On  the  loth  day  of 
April  ]\Ir.  Hull  purchased  the  interest  of  all  other 
stockholders  in  the  Times  Printing  Company. 
The  paper  was  running  at  a  loss,  and  the  day  he 
became  sole  owner  of  the  plant  j\Ir.  Hull  discon¬ 
tinued  the  daily  publication  and  confined  himself 
for  a  short  time  to  the  publication  of  his  weekly 
edition.  In  just  thirty  days  after  this  change  was 
made  Mr.  Hull  sold  a  three-fourths  interest  in 
his  plant  to  three  practical  printers,  and  The 
Evening  News  was  established  under,  as  it  were, 
rather  unfavorable  circumstances.  The  first  issue 
of  the  paper,  however,  was  well  received.  The 
paper,  being  independent  in  politics,  seemed 
to  strike  the  popular  chord  in  the  public  pulse, 
and  bas  prospered  from  the  first  under  the  editor¬ 
ial  control  of  Mr.  Hull.  He  is  a  forcible  and  fear¬ 
less  writer,  and  the  paper  has  gained  a  reputa-. 
tion  for  telling  the  truth,  no  matter  whom  it  hurts, 
which  is  probably  the  secret  of  the  phenomenal 
success  of  the  enterprise.  The  most  important 
epoch  of  Mr.  Hull’s  life  occurred  on  June  13, 
1892,  on  which  day  he  was  married  to  IMiss  Susan 
Lipscomb,  youngest  child  of  Col.  and  ]Mrs.  H. 
S.  Lipscomb,  near  Palmyra.  To  this  union  has 
been  born  one  child,  little  Miss  Susan  Sinclair, 
aged  about  two  years.  The  family  live  in  a  hand¬ 
some  home  on  Maple  Avenue,  in  which  neighbor¬ 
hood  Baby  Sinclair  is  a  great  favorite. 


CAPT.  JOHN  WESLEY  HENDRICK, 
who  resides  in  an  elegant  home  in  the 
suburbs  of  Bowling  Green,  Pike  County, 
is  a  distinguished  and  representative  citizen.  He  is 
wealthy  and  very  influential  in  social,  political 
and  business  circles.  Lor  the  past  twentv-three 
years  he  has  carried  on  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres  situated  in  Cuivre  Township, 
which  property  was  given  to  him  by  his  father. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Elijah  and  Nancy  (Harrison)  Hendrick.  The 
former  was  born  in  Amelia  County,  Va.,  June 
23-  U58,  and  died  September  ii,  1830,  in  this 
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county.  He  was  of  English  ancestry  and  fought 
on  the  patriot  side  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  His  good  wife  departed  this  life  about 
1852,  being  in  her  ninety-third  year,  as  she  was 
born  February  9,  1761.  She  was  a  relative  of  the 
Benjamin  Harrison  of  Revolutionary  fame. 

Johnson  Hendrick,  father  of  the  Captain,  was 
also  born  in  Amelia  County,  Va.,  August  12, 
1798,  and  was  brought  up  on  a  farm.  In  1817  he 
came  to  Pike  County  with  his  parents,  who  en¬ 
tered  a  tract  of  land  in  Cuivre  Township.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  the  young  man  branched 
out  for  himself,  cultivating  land  which  he  had 
purchased  of  the  Government.  As  time  passed 
he  bought  more  land  until  his  estate  numbered 
some  twelve  hunderd  acres,  all  in  this  county. 
He  also  became  the  owner  of  many  slaves,  hold¬ 
ing  them  up  to  the  time  of  their  emancipation. 
He  was  a  strong  Union  man,  and  a  believer  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  old  Whig  party. 

On  June  10,  1830,  Johnson  Hendrick  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Levisa  Standford,  who  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  November  12,  1807,  and  died  June  21,  1863. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  Martha,  who  married  Dr.  J.  W.  Watts, 
now  of  Oregon;  Nancy,  Mrs.  James  Mosby  of 
Bowling  Green;  Harrison,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Louisa,  who  died  in  infancy;  Louisa,  the 
second  of  the  name  and  who  was  also  summoned 
by  death  in  babyhood;  James,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  J.  W.  of  this  sketch;  Amanda,  wife  of  J.  N. 
Griffith,  of  Bowling  Green;  Valentine,  a  farmer 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  Mittie,  wife  of  James 
J.  Peay,  of  Bowling  Green.  The  father  of  these 
children  departed  this  life  April  26, 1879,  lamented 
by  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends. 

Captain  Hendrick  was  born  in  1840  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  obtained 
a  good  general  education  which  he  has  expanded 
by  study  and  experience.  When  he  was  but  eight¬ 
een  years  of  age  he  became  Deputy  Circuit  Cleric 
and  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  served  as  such  for 
three  years.  The  war  then  broke  out  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  example  of  his  illustrious  forefather  he 
took  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  Union.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  State  militia,  serv¬ 


ing  for  six  months,  and  then  in  February,  1862, 
was  mvistered  in  to  Company  C,  Third  Missouri 
Cavalry.  From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the 
War  he  was  in  the  western  branch  of  the  Federal 
army  and  took'part  in  all  the  engagements  of  his 
regiment.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of 
Captain  March  25,  1865,  at  Macon  City,  Mo. 

For  the  two  years  following  Mr.  Hendrick  was 
in  the  State  service,  later  being  General  Clerk  of 
the  Legislature  for  a  similar  length  of  time.  After 
that,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  senate  and 
acted  in  that  capacity  about  two  years.  In  1872  he 
returned  to  Bowling  Green  and  commenced 
operating  his  farm  in  Cuivre  Township,  which 
comprises  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres.  He 
is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  bank  of 
Bowling  Green. 

January  16,  1873,  the  Captain  married  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  Edward  D.  and  Catherine  (Peay) 
Emerson,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  came 
to  this  county  at  an  early  day.  The  father,  now  a 
resident  of  Bowling  Green  was  formerly  engaged 
in  farming.  His  good  wife  departed  this  life 
January  13,  1881.  Their  eight  children  were 
Lizzie,  George,  Mary,  Luke,  Anna,  James, 
Fannie  and  Douglas.  The  union  of  the  Captain 
and  wife  has  been  blessed  by  two  children,  John 
Deyoe  and  Ernest  L.,  who  is  now  attending  Co¬ 
lumbia  College. 

A  man  of  broad  thought  and  sterling  princi¬ 
ples,  Captain  Hendrick  is  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  being  identified  with  Bowling 
Green  Lodge.  Politically,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party  and  is  always  a  strong  advocate 
of  good  government  and  progressive  measures. 
Both  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are  members  of  the 
Universalist  Church. 


WILLIAM  L.  DOUGHERTY,  of  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  was  elected  to  the  important 
position  of  Sheriff  of  Pike  County  in 
the  spring  of  1894,  and  since  then  has  made  his 
headquarters  in  this  city.  He  has  made  an  able 
and  popular  officer  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
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rcs])ect  of  tlic  public  at  large.  He  is  affable  and 
warm  hearted  by  nature  and  readily  makes  and 
retains  friends. 

Coming  from  one  of  the  respected  old  families 
of  Pike  County,  \\'illiam  L.  Dougherty  was  born 
August  9,  1857,  in  Calumet  Township,  to  Jabez 
E.  and  Harriet  (\’aughn)  Dougherty.  The  for¬ 
mer  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  Henry 
County,  August  31,  1809,  and  moved  westward, 
settling  in  Pike  County  in  1830.  His  father, 
Michael  Dougherty,  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  but 
his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Stephenson,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky.  Py  profession  he  was  a  lawyer, 
and  his  entire  adult  life  was  spent  in  the  P>lue 
Crass  State.  Jabez  was  a  farmer,  and  after  com¬ 
ing  to  Missouri,  first  settled  in  St.  Louis  County, 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  About  a  year  later  he  came  to  this  county 
and  at  his  death  owned  three  hundred  acres.  He 
was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  March,  1883.  For 
nearly  fifty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  politically,  he  was  a  Democrat.  A 
man  of  powerful  physicpie,  he  stood  six  feet  in 
height,  and  weighed  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Culpeper 
Counly,  ^’a.,  born  in  ]\Iarch,  1818,  and  came  with 
her  parents  to  Pike  County  at  an  early  day,  being 
in  her  fourteenth  year  at  the  time.  Her  father 
was  a  general  merchant,  and  owned  large  tracts 
of  land.  When  he  came  West  he  brought  with 
him  about  a  hundred  slaves.  Mrs.  Flarriet 
Dougherty  is  still  living,  dwelling  with  her  son 
W'illiam,  and  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Jabez  Dougherty 
and  wife;  P)arzella  and  Mary,  deceased;  Jane, 
wife  of  J.  J.  Porter  of  Texas;  Emma  and  George, 
deceased;  Jabez,  Jr.,  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
Martha  and  Peter  deceased;  Robert,  a  farmer  of 
Pike  County,  and  W.  L. 

Our  subject  received  his  preliminary  education 


in  the  common  schools  and  entered  the  Baptist 
College  at  Louisiana,  Mo.,  when  in  his  fifteenth 
year.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  returned  to  the 
farm  and  engaged  in  its  management  until  1876,  a 
part  of  the  time  keeping  a  store  at  Prairieville.  In 
1876  he  went  to  Texas  and  for  a  few  months  lived 
in  Fort  Worth;  then  going  further  west  he 
worked  on  a  stock  ranch  in  Brown  County,  about 
two  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1884  IMr.  Dougherty  moved  to 
Paynesville  but  at  the  same  time  carried  on  a  farm 
which  he  had  purchased  near  that  place.  In  the 
fall  of  1884  he  was  elected  Constable  of  his  town¬ 
ship  and  was  re-elected  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  Deputy-Sheriff 
under  John  Fielder,  which  position  he  held  ac¬ 
ceptably  for  two  years  and  was  then  placed  on  the 
ticket  as  a  candidate  for  Sheriff,  in  the  spring  of 
1888,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  Until 
1892  he  quietly  attended  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
farm,  but  being  brought  forward  by  his  party 
again,  was  honored  with  the  election  and  in  the 
spring  of  1894  was  returned  to  serve  a  second 
term.  Upon  his  first  election  to  the  office  he  sold 
his  farm  and  has  since  resided  in  Bowling  Green. 

In  IMay,  1878,  Mr.  Dougherty  and  Carrue 
Knight  were  joined  in  marriage  and  to  them  was 
born  one  child,  Earl.  In  August,  1883,  our  sub¬ 
ject  wedded  ^liss  Jennie,  daughter  of  James  A. 
and  Jane  Griffith,  numbered  among  the  old 
families  of  Pike  County.  IMrs.  Dougherty’s 
grandfather,  LTiah  Griffith,  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  ^Missouri,  having  moved  here  from  his 
native  State,  Kentucky,  and  was  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  of  his  day.  Our  subject  and  wife 
have  had  four  children,  Linda,  Anna,  Benina  and 
Ona,  the  latter  of  whom  has  been  called  to  the 
better  land.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  Mr.  Dougherty  belongs  to 
the  orders  of  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 


WILLIAM  B.  McPIKE. 
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WILLIAM  BURKETT  M’PIKE. 


ILLIAM  BURKETT  M'PIKE  has 
been  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a 
very  desirable  farm  near  Bowling 
Green  for  the  past  six  years,  and  is  the  proprietor 
of  the  property,  which  comprises  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  also  owns  another  tract,  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  near  his  home  farm,  some 
twenty  acres  in  Ashley  Township,  and  thirty 
acres  in  Cuivre  Township.  He  is  a  Director  in 
the  Citizens’  Bank  of  Bowling  Green,  in  which  he 
holds  stock,  and  his  influence  is  always  sought  to 
lielp  advance  new  enterprises  and  industries. 
Though  not  a  politician,  he  is  a  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democracy,  and  in  i88i  was 
chosen  to  serve  on  the  City  Council,  remaining 
in  that  honorable  body  for  six  years,  and  in  i8g2 
was  elected  Mayor,  a  position  he  held  to  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  his  constituents  for  one  term. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Benjamin  H.  McPike,  was 
born  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  April  7,  1812.  His 
father,  Edward,  also  a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  was  born  March  15,  1772,  and  died  in  De¬ 
cember,  1830.  Roger,  father  of  Edward  McPike, 
was  a  son  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  His  death  occurred  in  Texas  in  1814, 
and  though  he  had  accumulated  a  valuable  estate, 
his  heirs  never  secured  any  of  its  benefits.  He 
was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  was  a  very  industrious, 
hard-working  man.  Benjamin  McPike  was  one 
of  twelve  children,  namely:  Mary,  Sarah,  James, 
John,  Elijah,  William,  Benjamin,  Aaron,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Ann,  Hannah  and  Rachel.  The  only  sur¬ 
vivors  of  this  large  family  are  Benjamin  and 
Aaron.  The  former  moved,  in  1838,  to  IMarion 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
1847  returned  to  his  old  Kentucky  home.  In 
1852,  however,  he  came  back  to  Missouri  and 


lived  in  Marion  County  until  December  of  the 
following  year,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Cuivre  Township,  this  county,  where  he  is  still 
living,  being  in  his  eighty-third  year.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Whig,  but  later  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  Democracy.  Eor  a  man  of  his  years  he  is 
quite  active,  and  attends  to  his  own  affairs  about 
the  farm.  He  and  his  good  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Rachel  J.  Bowen,  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  was  born  November  7,  1815, 
in  Eauquier  County,  Va.  Her  mother,  who  was 
a  Miss  Nancy  Johnston,  was  born  November  17, 
1791,  and  was  married  to  John  Bowen  in  \dr- 
ginia,  and  after  his  death  moved  to  Kentucky. 
The  marriage  of  Benjamin  and  Rachel  AlcPike 
took  place  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  Eebruary  3, 
1835,  and  four  children  graced  their  union.  James 
A.  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Indian  Town¬ 
ship,  and  assists  in  the  management  of  the  farm ; 
William  B.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Benjamin 
E.  died  in  childhood,  and  John  E.  is  also  de¬ 
ceased.  The  parents  celebrated  the  sixtieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  their  marriage  Eebruary  3,  1895. 

William  B.  McPike  was  born  in  Alarion 
County,  Mo.,  October  16,  1841,  and  lived  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
His  elementary  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools,  and  June  24,  1868,  he  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Watson’s  Seminary.  After  this,  for  two 
years  he  taught  school  in  Pike  County,  arid  for  a 
like  period  was  employed  in  the  Louisiana 
schools,  and  subsequently  for  five  years  taught  in 
Curreyville.  In  1880  he  engaged  in  the  grain 
business,  coming  to  Bowling  Green  in  the  year 
mentioned  and  following  this  enterprise  for  nine 
years.  His  operations  proving  successful,  and 
having  managed  to  lay  aside  a  large  sum  of 
money,  he  concluded  to  invest  the  same  in  land, 
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and  prosperity  has  attended  him  in  this  venture 
as  well. 

September  i,  1874,  Mr.  MePike  married  Au¬ 
relia  M.,  daughter  of  Judge  A.  P.  and  Barbara  F. 
(Peay)  Miller.  She  was  a  native  of  \drginia  and 
he  of  Kentucky.  In  the  fall  of  1835,  ]\Irs.  Mc- 
Pike’s  grandfather,  George  \V.  Peay,  moved  to 
Missouri,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  carriage¬ 
making,  in  connection  with  farming,  in  Pike 
County,  and  at  one  time  was  Treasurer  of  the 
county.  They  had  eight  children:  Robert  W., 
Fannie  B.,  George  W.,  Catherine  M.,  John  J., 
Matilda  J.,  Anna  Eliza,  and  Mary;  Matilda,  John 
J.,  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Johnson  and  Fannie  B.  are  the 
only  ones  of  the  number  living.  The  parents  are 
also  both  deceased,  the  father  having  been  killed 
by  accident  in  St.  Louis,  in  February,  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  MePike  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Ben  Miller,  Alexander  P., 
Burkett  and  James  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MePike  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  noted  for 
their  readiness  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  poor 
and  needy. 


Ambrose  SHAFFER,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Marion  County,  was  born  April 
I,  1827,  at  Whitehouse  Ferry,  Va.  His 
parents  were  Jacob  and  Christina  (Kauffman) 
Shaffer,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  the 
father  being  born  April  30,  1790,  and  the  mother 
Xovember  10,  1811.  The  father  of  our  subject 
received  a  good  education  for  the  day  in  which 
he  lived  and  his  early  life  was  passed  in  farm 
work ;  after  attaining  his  majority  he  left  home  and 
making  his  way  to  Richmond  apprenticed  himself 
to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  had  been  thus 
engaged  two  years  when  the  war  of  1812  broke 
out,  and  being  fired  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism 
he  enlisted  and  served  until  within  five  months  of 
its  close. 

In  the  year  1830  Jacob  Shaffer  moved  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  and  in  that  city  obtained  a  position  as 
engineer  in  a  flouring  mill;  he  remained  there 
until  1833,  when  we  find  him  en  route  for  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Ohio.  In  the  Town  of  Smithfield  he 


engaged  in  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  but  lived  there 
only  a  year,  when  he  changed  his  location,  this 
time  removing  to  Harrison  County.  In  1835, 
however,  he  thought  to  better  his  condition  in 
farm  work  and  accordingly  rented  a  tract  of  land 
and  resided  on  this  until  his  removal  to  this  State. 
His  demise  occurred  just  three  years  after  coming 
hither,  taking  place  in  Xovember,  1873;  his  wife 
died  in  Ohio  in  1862.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  Of  this  large  family  IMary  was  the  eldest; 
Barbara  married  in  1835  Henry  Steward  and 
makes  her  home  in  Iowa;  Anna  is  a  widow; 
Susan  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months;  Xoah; 
Martin  is  engaged  as  a  miller  in  the  City  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  i\Io. ;  Ambrose,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next 
born ;  iMargaret  makes  her  home  in  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Iowa;  Catherine  departed  this  life  in  Ohio 
in  1889;  Alexander  C.  also  died  there;  John  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pressed  brick  in 
Ohio.  In  politics  the  father  of  this  family  was  a 
Whig  and  in  religious  affairs  belonged  to  the 
Baptist  Church. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  when  a  lad  of  sixteen  years 
began  in  life  for  himself.  His  first  position  was 
as  a  deck-hand  on  board  a  flour-boat  running 
from  Pittsburgh  to  X"ew  Orleans.  He  continued 
to  be  thus  engaged  for  four  years,  when  he  entered 
the  mill  of  his  brother,  determining  to  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  business.  This 
was  in  1847  that  time  his  brother  was  lo¬ 

cated  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  He  worked 
at  this  industry  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Missouri  and  secured  a  position 
to  work  on  a  farm ;  for  the  succeeding  eight  years 
he  was  variously  employed.  In  1S66  ^Mr.  Shaffer 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  ever  since  has  farmed 
on  his  own  account.  In  addition  to  cultivating 
the  soil  he  is  employed  by  the  farmers  of  the 
surrounding  country  to  aid  in  sheepshearing,  in 
which  industry  he  is  thoroughly  informed,  having 
made  it  a  business  for  many  years. 

December  18,  1855,  i\Ir.  Shaffer  was  married 
to  Hannah  Jane,  daughter  of  David  and  A. 
Davis,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  who  removed 
later  to  Indiana,  where  they  both  died.  To  ]\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Shaffer  have  been  born  seven  children: 
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Elma,  born  September  26,  1856,  married  Joseph 
Smith;  Lawrence,  engaged  in  farming;  Larkin, 
a  business  man  of  Hannibal,  IMo.;  George,  a 
resident  of  Marion  County;  Cicero,  at  borne; 
Jennie,  who  married  Thomas  Hermell  of  this 
county;  Charles,  at  home.  Mrs.  Shaffer  is  a- de¬ 
voted  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

April  18,  1864,  our  subject  was  mustered  into 
the  seiwice  of  the  army  to  do  guard  duty  in  the 
State  and  after  six  months  of  faithful  service  he 
was  discharged.  In  politics  he  never  fails  to  sup¬ 
port  Republican  candidates.  He  is  not  identified 
with  any  particular  religious  denomination,  but  is 
a  man  of  upright  life,  high  morality  and  good-will 
toward  all. 


JOHN  REDD  YEAGER  lives  on  Section  36, 
Fabius  Township,  Marion  County,  and  was 
in  former  years  the  efficient  and  capable 
Road  Supervisor  and  Magistrate  of  this  township. 
He  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party, 
with  which  he  has  been  identified  since  becoming 
a  voter.  He  was  born  and  reared  partially  in 
Kentucky  and  in  this  county,  where  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  since  1853,  and  comes  from  an 
old  and  honored  Southern  family. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Elijah  Yeager,  was  born 
in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  February  5,  1782,  and 
passed  his  early  years  on  the  plantation.  Later  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  and  met  with 
fair  success.  He  obtained  only  an  ordinary  edu¬ 
cation,  though  he  made  the  best  of  his  privileges 
and  was  a  well-informed  man.  In  his  youth  he 
emigrated  to  Kentucky  and  built  the  first  house 
at  Floydsburgh,  Oldham  County,  and  in  this 
structure  he  opened  a  drygoods  store,  which  he 
conducted  for  years.  Afterward  he  moved  to 
Louisville  and  opened  a  hotel  and  in  connection 
with  the  same  ran  a  livery.  His  last  years  were 
passed  quietly  on  a  farm  in  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
his  death  occurring  August  23,  1852.  He  was  not 
long  separated  from  his  devoted  wife,  who  had 
preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  by  only  ten  days. 
She  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Redd  before  their  mar¬ 
riage,  which  occurred  in  Kentucky,  of  which 


State  she  was  a  native,  having  been  born  IMarch 
23,  1803.  The  first  marriage  of  Elijah  Yeager 
had  been  with  Nancy  Snyder,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia  October  5,  1784,  and  died,  leaving  eight 
children,  namely;  Henry  B.,  Elvira,  Mildred, 
Juriah,  Theresa,  James  M.,  Elijah,  Jr.,  and  Robert 
S.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage  were: 
John  R.,  of  this  sketch;  jMinor  W.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1832;  Nancy,  born  March  17,  1834  (died 
in  infancy);  Ed  T.,  born  November  13,  1835; 
Eliza  A.,  born  April  18,  1837;  Lucinda,  born 
April  18,  1839;  Elizabeth  F.,  born  November  8, 
1841;  Robert  L.,  born  August  26,  1843;  Susan 
C.,  born  April  26,  1849. 

J.  R.  Yeager  was  born  in  Oldham  County,  Ky., 
October  i,  1831,  and  was  only  four  years  old  when 
with  his  grandparents  he  came  to  iMarion  County. 
In  1840  his  parents  came  here  and  returned 
to  the  Blue  Grass  State,  where  young  Yeager  at¬ 
tended  school  until  1844.  Then  for  two  years 
he  dwelt  in  Marion  County  and  finally  going  back 
to  his  native  State  lived  there  until  1850,  when 
he  took  charge  of  his  grandfather’s  farm,  work¬ 
ing  it  on  shares.  A  year  later  this  relative  died 
and  Mr.  Yeager  turned  his  attention  in  another 
direction,  grading  and  paving  streets  in  the  City 
of  Louisville,  Ky. 

In  1852  our  subject  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Fabius  Township,  this 
county.  The  place  was  covered  with  timber, 
which  he  proceeded  to  cut  down  and  by  1879, 
when  he  sold  out  to  George  Hastings,  great  im¬ 
provements  had  been  inaugurated  by  him.  He 
invested  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  his  former 
farm  in  another  tract  of  eighty  acres,  which  he 
also  improved,  and  thereon  he  dwelt  until  1887, 
then  disposing  of  the  homestead.  He  next  rented 
three  hundred  acres  of  the  estate  of  George  W. 
IMathews  and  is  still  managing  the  same. 

August  30,  1855,  our  subject  married  Emily 
P.,  daughter  of  Anderson  and  Elvira  (Mathews) 
Brown,  who  were  among  the  oldest  pioneers  of 
this  section.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Yeager  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Edward  R., 
born  June  22,  1856,  a  well-known  re.sident  of 
this  county;  Katie,  born  May  15,  1858,  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  i860;  Ella  A.,  born  February  9,  1861, 
is  tbe  wife  of  John  McKay  of  Denver,  Col.; 
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Robert,  born  March  3,  1863;  James,  born  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1865,  is  now  living  in  Cripple  Creek, 
Col.;  John  R.,  born  January  25,  1868,  is  in  Flor¬ 
ence,  Col.;  Benjamin  M.,  born  February  21, 
1872;  Hiram  A.,  born  January  21,  1871.  The 
mother  of  these  children  departed  this  life  Jan¬ 
uary  18,  1879,  and  was  placed  to  rest  in  the  ceme¬ 
tery  at  Palmyra.  October  27,  1881,  Mr.  Yeager 
wedded  IMary  McRenolds,  formerly  Mary  Gash 
and  daughter  of  an  old  and  respected  settler  of 
this  county.  Mr.  Yeager  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  or  so-called  Campbellite  Church  and 
Mrs.  Yeager  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  former 
is  not  identified  with  any  secret  society  excepting 
the  iMasonic  fraternity,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  since  1853  as  a  member  of  Palmyra 
Lodge. 


HUMPFIREY  J.  STEPHENSON  is  Sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  bridge 
at  Louisiana,  a  most  responsible  position, 
as  hundreds  of  lives  each  day  depend  on  his 
faithfulness  and  prompt  attention  to  duty.  He 
was  promoted  to  this  place  and  entered  upon  his 
work  September  23,  1889,  and  in  August,  1893, 
was  transferred  to  the  General  Roadmaster's  de¬ 
partment. 

A  son  of  Samuel  F.  and  Anna  E.  (Whitledgc) 
Stephenson,  our  subject  was  born  September  24, 
1852.  His  father  was  a  native  of  iMonroe  County, 
W.  \'a.,  born  February  12,  1807,  and  was  a  son  of 
William  Stephenson,  a  native  of  Virginia,  whose 
father  was  born  in  Scotland.  William  moved  lo 
Pike  County,  or  what  is  now  known  as  such, 
about  1819,  and  located  in  the  country  a  few  miles 
from  Louisiana.  He  engaged  in  farming  and 
from  a  sense  of  duty  and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
teachers,  for  several  years  conducted  a  school,  he 
being  a  man  of  good  education.  He  was  also 
among  the  first  Judges  in  this  section  of  the  State 
and  served  on  the  bench  for  several  years.  He 
died  about  1839,  after  a  well  spent  and  energetic 
life.  Samuel,  his  sixth  child,  followed  his  father’s 
example  and  embarked  in  farming,  also  buying 


and  selling  cattle.  He  settled  in  Louisiana  in 
1844,  and  although  he  had  been  unfortunate  in 
losing  his  possessions,  he  was  not  easily  discour¬ 
aged  and  before  long  had  got  on  his  feet  again 
financially.  In  time  he  acquired  a  goodly  estate 
by  his  ventures  in  the  cattle  business,  but  once 
more  met  with  disaster  by  going  security  for  some 
friends.  The  large  sums  for  which  he  was  re¬ 
sponsible  he  settled  dollar  for  dollar  at  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  everything,  thus  being  left  comparatively 
poor  in  his  old  age.  In  answer  to  his  friends  who 
plead  with  him  not  to  do  this  and  to  save  some¬ 
thing  for  his  family,  his  invariable  reply  was  that 
he  would  settle  his  debts  if  it  took  the  last  dollar 
and  brought  him  to  starvation.  His  son,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  had  reserved  $6,000  for  the  family’s  needs, 
but  the  father  insisted  that  it  should  be  placed  in 
the  bank  and  checked  on  to  meet  his  obligations. 
He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist  and  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  “underground”  railroad.  First  a  Henry 
Clay  Whig,  he  later  became  a  Republican  and 
was  one  of  the  noted  thirteen  citizens  of  Pike 
County  who  voted  for  Fremont  in  1856.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  and  was  loved  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

The  wife  of  Samuel  Stephenson  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  born  February  22,  1821,  to  Lyna 
and  Mehitabel  (Mayberry)  \Wiitledge,  of  Mont¬ 
gomerys  County.  The  father  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  being  a  member  of  Johnston’s  Kentucky 
Rifles,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames 
and  of  Cowpens,  when  he  became  a  prisoner.  He 
was  the  owner  of  a  large  number  of  slaves  and 
was  a  planter  of  the  true  Southern  type,  fond  of 
sport,  hunting,  etc.  Of  his  nine  children,  Rolf  J., 
Mark,  Lyna,Cassandra,  Rosaline,  iMary,  Rebecca, 
Sarah  and  Anna  E.,  all  are  deceased  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Lyna  and  the  last  named.  Mrs. 
Stephenson  still  enjoys  good  health  and  is  pass¬ 
ing  her  declining  years  at  the  home  of  her  son. 
She  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  She  is  the  mother  of  nine  children,  as 
follows:  Sarah,  who  died  in  childhood;  Maggie, 
wife  of  Colonel  N.  G.  Ferguson,  of  Glenwood 
Springs,  Col.,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war;  IMehitabel, 
deceased,  and  formerly  wife  of  C.  C.  Mayhall, 
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editor  of  the  Ralls  County  Record;  Levi  P.,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Lansing  County,  Kan.;  Humphrey; 
James  W.,  of  Louisiana;  Samuel  F.  Jr.,  who  is 
connected  with  the  bridge  as  an  employe;  Elmer 
E.,  and  Ella,  twins,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of 
Joseph  S.  Swan  of  Glenwood  Springs,  Col.,  and 
Ellsworth,  who  is  a  brick  mason  in  Louisiana. 

H.  J.  Stephenson  was  educated  in  the  private 
schools  and  the  Baptist  College  of  Louisiana, 
graduating  from  the  last  named  institution  in 
1869.  For  the  next  three  years  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  farming  and  then  went  with  a  surveying 
party  on  the  Keokuk  &  St.  Louis  railroad, 
being  thus  employed  for  one  year.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  farm  and  a  year  later  took  a  con¬ 
tract  for  grading  on  the  aforesaid  railroad.  Then 
for  two  seasons  he  conducted  an  ice  and  fruit 
business.  September  10,  1878,  he  was  given  a 
position  as  helper  in  the  engineering  department 
on  the  drawbridge  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Rail¬ 
road,  and  March  i,  1885,  long  service  was  re¬ 
warded  by  his  promotion  to  be  second  engineer 
of  the  draw  span,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  about 
four  years.  His  appointment  to  his  present  place 
was  made  September  24,  1889.  His  high  stand¬ 
ing  with  the  company  is  shown  by  the  following 
letter  which  was  written  by  one  of  the  railroad 
officials,  under  date  of  August  31,  1893; 

H.  J.  Stephenson,  First  Engineer  Mississippi 

River  Bridge  at  Louisiana. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

I  am  advised  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  this 
company  that  hereafter  you  will  receive  orders 
and  make  your  reports  to  William  Riley,  General 
Roadmaster.  The  official  relations  which  have 
for  a  long  time  existed  between  you  and  myself, 
being  thus  terminated,  allow  me  to  thank  you  on 
behalf  of  the  officers  of  this  department,  and  for 
myself  in  particular,  for  the  faithful  and  efficient 
service  you,  and  the  men  under  you,  have  always 
rendered  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  and  I 
trust  that  you  and  your  men  will  show  to  your 
new  officers  the  same  courtesy  shown  me,  and 
that  you  will  each  continue  to  exercise  the  same 
zeal  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties 
as  heretofore  has  been  your  unvarying  rule  of 
conduct.  Yours  Truly, 

Thomas  H.  Hubbard, 

Division  Engineer  of  the  C.  &  A.  Railroad  Co. 


March  28,  1877,  Capt.  Stephenson  married  Eva 
Wasson,  who  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
and  who  departed  this  life  December  19,  1889. 
Her  parents  were  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  (Brenna- 
man)  Wasson.  Our  subject’s  three  children, 
Lena  E.,  Elmer  E.,  and  Florence  E.,  are  now 
living  with  their  aunt,  Mrs.  Ferguson.  Mrs. 
Stephenson  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  a  lady  who  was  greatly  loved  for  her 
amiable  qualities. 

Politically,  Mr.  Stephenson  has  been  a  Repub¬ 
lican  of  no  uncertain  stamp  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  County  Central  Committee.  He  was 
elected  Alderman  in  1888  and  was  twice  re¬ 
elected,  serving  for  six  years.  During  this  time 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Committees  on  Streets 
and  Alleys  and  on  Police.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  Perseverance  Lodge,  No.  92,  A.  F.  &  A.  i\I. 
and  Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  E. 


Alexander  royal  coburn.  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  Watson  Seminary  at  Ash¬ 
ley,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  youngest 
men  in  the  whole  country  wdio  holds  such  an 
exalted  position  in  an  educational  institution.  His 
thorough  and  efficient  methods  of  teaching  and 
his  wise  disciplinary  powers  have  won  him  great 
popularity  with  the  patrons  of  the  college,  and 
have  brought  him  rapidly  to  the  front  as  one  of 
the  leading  teachers  in  the  eastern  part  of  Mis¬ 
souri.  Under  his  management  a  number  of 
modern  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
building  and  in  the  system  of  study.  Financially 
the  seminary  is  in  an  excellent  condition  and  the 
enrollment  of  students  for  the  past  year  has  been 
about -forty  per  cent  larger  than  the  preceding 
one. 

Prof.  Coburn  was  born  April  12,  1872,  in  Alor- 
gan  County,  Ohio,  being  the  second  of  four  sons 
whose  parents  are  Richmond  L.  and  Patience  A. 
Coburn.  He  has  Puritan  blood  in  his  veins  and 
some  of  his  ancestors  were  among  the  first  set¬ 
tlers  of  Massachusetts  and  others  were  numbered 
among  the  first  forty-eight  settlers  of  the  North- 
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west  Territory,  liaviiip;'  located  at  Marietta,  Ohio, 
in  1788.  The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent 
on  a  farm  and  his  rudimentary  education  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
was  an  apt  pupil  and  was  especially  inclined 
toward  mathematics,  as  when  only  eleven  years 
of  age  he  had  completed  Ray’s  higher  arithmetic 
and  passed  severe  examinations  thereon.  Later 
he  entered  Reverly  College  and  Marietta  Acad¬ 
emy  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  enrolled  as  a 
student  in  Marietta  College,  graduating  from  the 
classical  course  in  1893  with  distinguished 
honors.  He  also  received  special  commendation 
in  Latin,  Literature,  History  and  Political  Sci¬ 
ence.  While  in  college  he  was  actively  connected 
with  every  progressive  movement  among  the 
students,  being  a  member  of  the  Oratorical,  Ath¬ 
letic,  Literary,  and  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociations.  He  was  President  of  his  Literary 
Society  during  the  senior  year  and  served  on  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Athletic  Association. 
In  June,  1893,  before  completing  his  college 
course,  he  was  selected  by  the  Republicans  of  his 
home  county  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  Conven¬ 
tion,  where  he  helped  to  nominate  \Yilliam 
McKinley  to  the  Governorship  of  Ohio.  He  was 
the  youngest  delegate  in  the  convention,  being 
but  a  few  days  past  his  twenty-first  birthday. 
At  his  old  home  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
.Sunday-school  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  while  in  Marietta  was  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Epworth  League.  At  present  ite 
is  President  of  the  Young  People’s  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor  in  Ashley,  and  President  of 
Pike  and  Lincoln  Counties’  .Musical  Association. 

In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  Prof.  Coburn  we 
find  that  one  Edward^Coleborne,  as  the  name  was 
then  spelled,  sailed  from  Plymouth,  England, 
.Yugust  10,  1635,  on  the  good  ship  "Defense” 
under  Capt.  llostwick  and  landed,  after  a  tem¬ 
pestuous  voyage  of  fifty-four  days,  in  Boston 
Harbor.  Later  Mr.  Coleborne  settled  at  Eps- 
wick.  Mass.,  where  in  1647  his  son  Robert  was 
born.  The  latter  died  in  Concord,  Mass.,  in  1701. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Mary  Bishop,  bore  him 
a  son  Daniel,  who  kept  a  tavern  in  Dudley,  Mass., 
where  he  died  in  1750.  The  celebrated  mathe¬ 


maticians  Warren  and  Zera  Colburn  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  Coburn,  are  supposed  to  be  his  descend¬ 
ants.  His  third  son,  Andrew  Coburn  was  born 
at  Beverh'j  Mass.,  November  7,  1708,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  weaver’s  trade  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  By  his  marriage  with  Jane  Allen,  he  had 
three  sons;  the  eldest,  Andrew,  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  the  youngest,  Abraham, 
lost  his  life  in  the  second  battle  of  Saratoga.  The 
second  son,  Maj.  Asa  Coburn,  was  born  at  Dud¬ 
ley,  September  14,  1741,  and  died  at  Waterford, 
Ohio,  in  1793.  He  was  married  at  Brookfield, 
iMass.,  April  8,  1762,  to  iMary,  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  iMcClure.  In  the  War  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  he  served  from  beginning  to  end  and  fre- 
(piently  distinguished  himself  by  his  remarkable 
bravery,  and  on  this  account  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major.  In  1788  his  family,  with  five 
others,  went  overland  to  Wellsburgh,  ^'a.,  and 
from  there  descended  the  Ohio  River  in  the  “May¬ 
flower”  which  had  been  sent  there  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  They  arrived  in  due  time  at  Marietta  on  the 
nineteenth  of  August.  Phineas,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  Major,  had  reached  that  place  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  April.  This  son  was  one  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  Asa,  wlio  married  Rhoda  Baker; 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Devol; 
Susannah,  wife  of  William  Mason,  and  Nicholas. 
The  wife  of  Phineas  was  a  Miss  Patience  Olney. 

Nicholas  Coburn  was  born  at  Worcester,  Mass., 
October  12,  1772,  and  became  the  owner  of  land 
near  Lowell  Ohio,  but  on  account  of  the  Indian 
Wars  which  began  in  1791,  was  kept  from  im- 
])roving  the  same.  In  1795  he  traded  the  prop¬ 
erty  for  land  situated  in  what  is  now  Morgan 
County,  Ohio.  The  deed  for  this  place  bears  the 
date  of  September  8,  1795,  and  the  farm  has  never 
been  out  of  the  hands  of  the  family,  at  present 
being  owned  by  Richmond  L.,  grandson  of  the 
original  settler.  In  1795  Nicholas  Coburn  mar¬ 
ried  Rosa  Olney,  who  had  emigrated  from  Ohio 
to  Nova  Scotia.  She  died  November  25,  1828, 
and  her  husband  survived  her  until  April  18,  1848, 
Their  family  comprised  the  following  children: 
Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Adelphus  Webster  in 
1814;  Barzilla  married  Anna  Cudington  and 
moved  to  iMissouri  in  1839;  Susan  became  the 
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wife  of  Harry  Stull;  Louisiana  married  John 
Seeley  in  1835,  (Dr.  Wallace  Seeley,  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  University,  and  now  Dean  in  the 
Cincinnati  Medical  College,  is  their  son);  Lucy 
married  Victor  Craig  and  Elvira,  Louisa,  Chloe 
and  an  infant  died  when  young. 

Nicholas,  the  other  son  of  Nicholas  and  Rosa¬ 
mond  Coburn,  was  born  March  24,  1804,  on  the 
old  homestead  where  his  death  occurred  August 
18,  1867.  He  was  a  Whig  and  Republican  politi¬ 
cally  and  for  two  terms  was  Commissioner  of 
Morgan  County.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Richard  Cheadle,  Eebruary  3,  1831.  She 
was  born  March  23,  1808,  and  died  October  30, 
1877.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
Leonidas  J.,  Louisa  and  Richmond  L.  The  first 
named  was  born  in  1832  and  for  many  years  has 
been  actively  connected  with  the  Republican 
party  and  for  three  successive  terms  has  been 
Commissioner  of  Morgan  County.  He  married 
Susan  Swift,  January  29,  1855,  and  has  six  chil¬ 
dren  living,  two  of  whom  are  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters.  Louisa  Coburn  was  born  in  1835  and  mar¬ 
ried  the  Rev.  Edward  Ellison,  January  i,  1861. 
The  latter  (now  deceased)  was  a  graduate  of 
Washington  College  of  Pennsylvania  and  for 
several  years  was  President  of  Scio  (Ohio)  Col¬ 
lege. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Richmond  L.  Co¬ 
burn,  was  born  June  28,  1839,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  at  Beverly  College, 
Ohio.  September  i,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  Cor¬ 
poral  in  Company  E,  Second  Regiment  of  West 
Virginia  Cavalry  and  re-enlisted  in  February, 
1864.  November  8,  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
transferred  to  Company  F,  and  was  finally  mus¬ 
tered  out  of  service  July  i,  1865.  During  his  army 
life  he  had  participated  in  the  following  battles 
among  others:  Charleston,  Lewisburg,  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Winchester,  Fishers’  Hill,  Cedar  Creek  and 
Appomattox.  He  owns  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  farms  in  Southern  Ohio,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  business  affairs.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  Politically  he  has  always  been  an  ar¬ 
dent  Rpublican  and  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


His  marriage  with  Patience  A.  Hill  was  celebrated 
January  i,  1867.  She  was  born  September  22, 
1846,  and  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  Alexander 
Hill  of  Waterford,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  born 
February  6,  1818,  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
and  moved  to  Washington  County,  Ohio,  in  1839. 
His  death  occurred  December  18,  1892.  His 
wife  was  a  Miss  Patty  Preston,  and  five  of  their 
eight  children  are  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
mond  Coburn  have  had  four  children,  Nicholas 
Roscoe,  born  October  20,  1867;  Alexander  R., 
our  subject;  Raymond  Clinton,  born  November 
12,  1875;  I'low  a  student  in  Marietta  College, 
and  Richmond  Walter  Dean,  born  December  9, 
1884,  and  still  at  home. 

A  brief  history  of  Watson’s  Seminary  may  be 
interesting  to  those  who  believe  in  the  promotion 
of  education  and  mental  advancement.  As  early 
as  1833  the  plans  for  founding  this  institution 
were  first  formulated  by  Samuel  Watson,  who  be¬ 
queathed  to  the  county  court  of  Pike  County  $300 
to  be  given  to  a  public  free  school,  and  the  intere.st 
thereof  to  be  devoted  to  the  education  of  any  in¬ 
digent  youths  who  might  desire  to  attend  this 
school.  According  to  the  above  provisions  the 
Missouri  State  Legislature  established  the  Wat¬ 
son  Free  School  in  1843,  but  in  a  few  years  it  was 
found  that  the  resources  of  the  same  were  too 
limited  to  carry  out  the  original  plan.  It  was 
therefore  conceived  by  the  far-seeing  minds  of  a 
number  of  noble  men  that  the  grandest  way  for 
educating  the  coming  generations  would  be  by 
using  money  which  had  been  levied  upon  crimi¬ 
nals  and  all  persons  who  had  violated  the  laws  '>f 
the  State,  for  it  is  a  matter  of  note  that  the  largest 
number  of  law  breakers  come  from  the  poorer 
classes  and  that  the  best  way  for  the  elevation  of 
these  people  lies  along  the  line  of  education.  Ac¬ 
tuated  by  these  motives,  a  charter  was  received 
by  the  men  who  had  arrived  at  these  conclusions 
January  25,  1847.  According  to  the  terms  of  this 
charter  no  portion  of  the  fund  could  be  used  until 
the  principal  and  interest  of  such  fines  and  for¬ 
feitures  in  addition  to  the  original  donation  of 
Mr.  Watson,  had  amounted  to  $2,000.  In  1853 
this  sum  was  realized  and  the  county  court  gave 
public  notice  that  the  seminary  would  be  estab- 
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lished  at  such  a  place  in  the  county  as  would  pro¬ 
cure  the  largest  donations  in  money,  real  estate 
for  the  erection  of  buildings,  etc.  Ashley  came 
forward  with  about  $5,000  and  four  acres  of 
ground,  almost  a  half  more  than  the  amount  sub¬ 
scribed  at  any  other  place  and  therefore  in  1855 
a  large  brick  building  was  erected,  and  the  school 
opened  under  the  management  of  John  A.  Poage, 
a  graduate  of  Marietta  College,  Ohio.  The  Semi¬ 
nary  Hall  was  erected  in  1889  and  is  a  very  pretty 
and  commodious  building.  The  Watson  fund 
now  amounts  to  about  $13,000  and  will  provide 
for  about  thirty  beneficiaries.  Although  the  col¬ 
lege  is  non-sectarian,  a  high  grade  of  morals  is 
inculcated  and  many  men  who  afterwards  have 
become  eminent  ministers  have  passed  from  its 
doors.  A  remarkable  fact  in  regard  to  its  flourish¬ 
ing  condition  is  that  notwithstanding  the  financial 
panic  of  1892  to  1894  inclusive,  which  has  seri¬ 
ously  affected  all  educational  institutions,  its  en¬ 
rollment  of  students  has  been  much  greater  than 
for  years  past.  Prof.  Coburn  is  assisted  by  an  able 
faculty  and  in  addition  to  holding  the  Principal- 
ship  is  also  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  His¬ 
tory.  Poth  he  and  Prof.  Thomas  Coleman,  \'ice- 
Princi])al,  are  scholarly  young  men  and  have 
bright  futures  in  store  for  them. 


ILLI.^M  M.  KEITH  comes  from  an 
old  and  respected  Missouri  family  and 
for  the  ])ast  thirty  yeais  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  in 
Hartford  Townshij),  Pike  County.  During  this 
time  he  has  owned  the  valuable  farm  where  he  is 
now  living  and  which  comprises  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  acres.  He  is  a  practical  agricul¬ 
turist  and  has  developed  his  place  into  what  it  is 
to-day,  one  of  the  most  desirable  to  be  found  in 
this  region. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
William  Keith,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  in  young 
manhood  cros.sed  the  Atlantic,  settling  in  \’ir- 
ginia.  From  there  he  went  to  Kentucky  where 
he  married  Elizabeth  LaRew,  by  whom  he  had 


eight  children,  namely:  JacoT,  Jessie,  John, 
Henry,  Isaac,  William,  Priscilla  and  Sallie.  John 
Keith,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Kentucky  in  1779  and  on  arriving  at  mature 
years  wedded  Elizabeth  Rogers.  He  died  on  the 
old  farm  in  Kentucky  but  his  wife  afterw'ards  came 
to  this  State  and  here  passed  away.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Sallie,  James, 
Melvina,  Eliza,  William,  Polly  Ann,  Ellen  and 
Stephen. 

James  R.  father  of  William  M.  Keith,  was  born 
in  Kentucky  in  1805  and  with  his  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  ^Missouri,  in  1824.  He  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  near  what  is  now' 
Xew  Plartford,  and  as  his  father  died  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  whither  he  had  returned  on  business. 
James,  being  the  eldest  son,  took  charge  of  the 
farm  and  managed  it  until  he  w'as  married.  May 
20,  1834,  he  wedded  Permelia,  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Sarah  (Parks)  Pew.  The  young 
couple  settled  on  a  farm  which  the  husband  en¬ 
tered,  but  which  he  soon  afterwards  sold,  and 
buying  the  place  belonging  to  his  mother  con¬ 
tinued  to  dwell  there  until  1854.  He  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  homestead  west  of  Hartford  and  lived 
thereon  for  many  years,  or  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  5,  1888.  To  himself  and  wife  were 
born  the  following  children:  William  M.,  May  24, 
1836;  Enos  H.,  January  23,  1838;  Sarah  M., 
August  29,  1840;  Stephen  R.,  July  2,  1844;  John 
J.,  August  14,  1849;  Darthula  E.,  March  30, 
1858.  Sarah  M..  who  died  iMay  7,  1863,  was  the 
wife  of  T.  J.  Oden,  and  lived  in  this  township  un¬ 
til  1861.  Stephen  died  June  15,  1846,.  Darthula 
became  the  wife  of  James  C.  Umphrey  of  this 
township.  Mrs.  Permelia  Keith’s  father,  Reuben 
Pew,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  emigrated 
to  Kentucky  in  pioneer  days.  He  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  was  captured  by  the  Indians  wdio 
took  him  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  held  him  a  pris¬ 
oner  for  three  months,  w'hen  he  was  exchanged. 
During  this  time  he  had  the  measles,  and  as  he 
was  not  properly  taken  care  of  he  caught  cold, 
which  resulted  in  his  hair  coming  out  and  when 
it  grew  in  again  it  was  white  as  snow.  On  re¬ 
turning  to  Kentucky  he  continued  to  work  at  his 
trade  of  blacksmithing  until  he  lost  his  first  wife 
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in  i8i6,  and  soon  afterwards  he  moved  to  this 
State  and  entered  about  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Montgomery  County.  Thereon  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  until  his  death  which  took  place  in 
1859- 

William  M.  Keith,  in  his  boyhood,  attended 
school  in  the  old  fashioned  log  schoolhouses  of 
the  day,  with  their  puncheon  floors,  stone  chim¬ 
neys  and  other  paraphernalia.  He  continued  to 
live  with  his  parents  until  about  fifteen  years  of 
age  when  he  started  on  his  business  career.  His 
grandmother  gave  him  the  money  to  buy  a  calf 
which  he  sold  for  $25.  Investing  this  amount  he 
continued  to  buy,  sell  and  trade  until  when  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old  he  had  about  $400 
clear.  Then,  in  company  with  his  father,  he 
bought,  fed  and  sold  stock  until  1866.  However, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  they  both  enlisted 
in  the  Home  Guards  and  the  father  going  to  St. 
Louis,  with  General  Henderson,  brought  back 
guns  and  ammunition  for  the  defense  of  this 
county.  At  the  end  of  three  months’  service  our 
subject  and  his  brother,  Enos  H.,  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Eirst  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  and 
served  until  September,  1864,  when  the  company 
was  re-organized  and  assigned  to  the  Sixty- 
seventh  Regiment.  There  Mr.  Keith  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  First  Sergeant 
in  the  Home  Guards  Company  and  held  a  like 
position  in  both  the  other  companies,  but  served 
in  all  capacities  from  that  of  cook  to  captain. 
His  first  battle  was  at  Brush  Creek  and  though  he 
was  in  no  very  important  engagement  he  was 
constantly  on  duty  and  fought  in  many  skir¬ 
mishes. 

In  December,  1865,  W.  M.  Keith  married 
Jennie  Cox,  by  whom  he  has  had  six  children, 
namely:  Eva  M.,  Reuben  P.,  Stella,  Will  Ella, 
Sadie  L,  and  Madie  E.  Eva  supplemented  her 
common  school  education  by  a  course  at  McCune 
College,  of  which  she  is  a  graduate,  and  is  now  a 
music  teacher.  Reuben  P.,  married  Ann  Copen- 
haven  and  having  purchased  a  farm  near  his 
father’s  homestead,  is  engaged  in  its  manage¬ 
ment.  Stella  is  the  wife  of  D.  A.  Hamlett,  a  far¬ 
mer  of  Audrain  County,  Mo.  Sadie  J.,  finished 
her  education  in  Hardin  College  of  Mexico,  Mo., 


and  all  of  the  daughters  have  been  given  good 
musical  advantages.  Mr.  Keith  is  a  Grand  Army 
man  and  has  always  been  very  active  as  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 


JOHN  R.  YOUNG  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most-honored  pioneers  of  Marion  County 
and  is  now  passing  his  declining  days  in 
Palmyra.  He  came  to  this  locality  in  1835  and 
during  his  active  life  was  thenceforward  princi¬ 
pally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  owned 
farms  in  several  townships.  He  has  disposed  of 
his  outside  financial  interests  and  has  a  goodly 
competence  as  the  result  of  his  years  of  honest 
toil. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  after  coming  to  America 
served  in  the  War  of  the.  Revolution  under  Gen. 
Washington.  When  peace  was  restored  he  re¬ 
moved  from  Virginia  to  Ohio,  where  he  passed 
his  last  days.  His  son,  James  R.,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years;  his  wife,  who  was 
Miss  Eliza  Ryman,  was  a  native  of  Fayette  Coun-. 
ty,  Ky.,  and  was  in  her  ninety-fourth  year  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  After  their  marriage  they  re¬ 
sided  in  Lexington  for  some  time  and  in  1830 
emigrated  to  Marion  County,  where  the  father 
bought  a  small  tract  of  land  and  worked  at  his 
trade.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
only  five  of  whom  survive.  They  were  named  as 
follows:  John  R.,  Lawson,  James,  Mary,  Preston, 
William,  Robert,  Davis,  Thomas,  Joe,  Archibald 
and  Rachel. 

The  birth  of  the  subject  occurred  in  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Ky.,  June  9,  1810,  and  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  his  time  was  devoted  to  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  which  was 
necessary,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the  eldest 
in  a  large  family.  In  1826  he  went  to  Nicholas- 
ville,  Ky.,  and  began  serving  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  hatter’s  trade;  when  he  had  completed  the 
three  years  agreed  upon  he  worked  as  a  journey¬ 
man  for  two  years  and  then  entered  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  Lhicle  Robert,  this  connection  exist¬ 
ing  for  two  years.  January  26,  1831,  Mr.  Young 


270 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


married  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Cath¬ 
arine  (Jordan)  Lurch.  In  1835  tlie  young  couple 
moved  to  Marion  County,  Mo.,  and  a  short  time 
afterward  entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Knox  County,  Mo.  This  property  was 
sold  to  pay  a  security  debt,  whereupon  Mr.  Young 
took  up  his  abode  in  Palmyra  and  for  five  years 
conducted  a  hatter’s  establishment.  Then  for  two 
years  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Knox  County,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
si.\ty  acres  in  Liberty  Township,  Marion  County. 
For  fifteen  or  twenty  years  he  lived  on  this  one 
farm,  giving  much  of  his  time  to  buying  and 
selling  mules  and  cattle.  Having  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  sell  the  place,  he  did  so  and  invested  the 
sum  in  a  (piarter  section  of  land  lying  in  Fabius 
Township  and  cultivated  the  tract  up  to  ten  years 
ago,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in  Palmyra 
and  two  years  ago  sold  the  farm  to  his  son.  He 
owns  a  good  house  and  two  lots  and  has  a  sub¬ 
stantial  bank  account. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Jessa¬ 
mine  County,  Ky.,  and  there  grew  to  woman¬ 
hood.  Py  the  above  union  she  became  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  James,  born  January 
2,  1833.  now  a  resident  of  Audrain  County,  Mo.; 
Mary  E.,  born  February  23,  1835,  now  deceased; 
Catherine,  born  July  21,  1836,  now  widow  of 
Sanford  Pryant;  John  T.,  born  October  22,  1839, 
now  living  in  Audrain  County;  Henry  Clay,  born 
December  25,  1841,  now  a  resident  of  this  county; 
Lucy  L.,  born  December  12,  1844,  now  wife  of 
h'rank  Hamilton  of  Audrain  County;  Albert  D., 
born  Octol)er  20,  1847,  ’"'ow  the  owner  of  the 
old  homestead;  Parton  S.,  born  September  10, 
i860,  died  in  July,  1893,  in  this  county;  Jessa¬ 
mine,  born  March  12,  1863,  now  wife  of  J.  P. 
Taylor  of  Lewis  County,  Mo.;  an  infant,  born  in 
1856,  who  died  before  receiving  a  name. 

Mr.  Young  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  this  section,  having  been 
one  of  its  valued  workers  for  fifty-five  years,  prior 
to  which  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  denomination  for  many  years.  Formerly 
he  was  a  Whig,  but  now  uses  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
the  Democracy.  He  had  insufficient  educational 
advantages  in  his  youth,  but  made  the  best  of 
his  opportunities  and  has  long  been  considered 


a  man  of  good,  general  knowledge  and  wide  ex¬ 
perience.  He  has  always  been  opposed  to  resort¬ 
ing-  to  law  in  order  to  settle  differences  and  has 
managed  to  adjust  his  affairs  in  a  peaceable  man¬ 
ner.  He  may  justly  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  never  been  sued,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
he  ever  sued  any  one.  Mrs.  Young,  who  died 
December  6,  1888,  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  for  forty-eight  years  and  a 
woman  honored  by  all  who  knew  her. 


JAMES  H.  SETTLES.  This  prominent  resi¬ 
dent  of  Marion  County,  who  was  elected  to 
the  responsible  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor  Farm  in  1895,  is  a  native  of  this  State 
and  county,  having  been  born  in  Liberty  Town¬ 
ship  October  10,  1850.  His  parents  were  Abram 
B.  and  Perdilla  (Fowler)  Settles,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Marion  County  Januan,-  7, 
1820,  while  Mrs.  Settles  was  born  in  Kentucky 
July  14,  1823. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  a  full 
understanding  of  farm  work,  his  early  life  being 
passed  on  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred  and 
which  was  located  within  four  miles  of  Palmyra. 
After  obtaining  a  common-school  education  he 
devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  farm  work  until 
1 873.  the  year  in  which  he  moved  into  tlie  Citv  of 
Palmyra  to  assume  the  duties  of  his  position  as 
Street  Commissioner.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  in  this  section  and  departed  this  life  No¬ 
vember  2,  1891;  his  wife  followed  him  to  the 
better  land  the  next  year,  passing  away  Januarv 
loth. 

1  he  household  of  our  subject  included  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Sarah,  bom  April  20,  1848,  now  the 
wife  of  Alex.  Crane;  Mary,  born  July  12,  1849, 
married  L.  C.  Farnum  of  Springfield,  PI.;  J.  H., 
of  this  sketch,  next  bom ;  Edward  I.,  born  August 
22,  1855,  now  living  in  Pueblo,  Col.;  Emma, 
born  July  29,  1858,  died  August  10,  1881. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  well  educated  and 
remained  at  work  on  the  home  farm  until  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority.  He  was  married  December  24, 
1872,  to  Miss  Belle,  the  daughter  of  Miller  Crane, 
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an  old  resident  of  this  county.  The  lady  was  of 
a  family  of  twelve  children  and  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  located  with  her  husband  on  rented  prop¬ 
erty.  For  eight  years  they  labored  and  saved 
each  year  a  portion  of  their  income  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  abandoned  farm  work  and  moved 
into  Palmyra,  where  ]\Ir.  Settles  was  given  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  flour-mills,  working  eight  years 
for  one  firm.  He  was  always  very  popular  in  his 
community  and  during  the  campaign  of  1894  was 
brought  prominently  forward  and  appointed  by 
the  County  Court  to  the  office  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor  Farm.  He  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  responsible 
duties  gives  entire  satisfaction.  He  is  connected 
with  the  Baptist  Church  and  socially  is  a  member 
of  Faber  Lodge  No.  24,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Mr.  Settles 
was  for  two  years  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
and  prominent  in  all  matters  which  tend  to  ele¬ 
vate  his  community.  He  is  the  possessor  of  a 
fine  dairy  farm,  which  is  stocked  with  the  best 
grade  of  Jersey  cows;  this  place  is  located  within 
one  mile  of  P’almyra  and  from  this  industry  he 
reaps  a  handsome  income.  Mr.  Settles  has  one 
adopted  son,  Bertram,  who  was  born  May  18, 

1875- 


PERRY  B.  iMOORE  is  a  retired  agricult¬ 
urist,  occupying  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  in  Palmyra.  He  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1809,  near  Laurel,  Del.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Levin  and  Margaret  (Gray)  Moore.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  in  1815,  while  the  father  lived 
for  many  years  afterward. 

Perr}?  B.  of  this  sketch  was  one  in  a  family 
of  three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest.  Patience, 
died  when  young  and  his  brother,  Leven,  died  in 
Delaware.  Perry  lived  with  an  aunt  from  the  age 
of  six  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  received  only 
a  common-school  education  and  in  1824  went  to 
Salisbury,  Md.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tanner  and  currier.  He  remained  there  until  Oc¬ 
tober  20,  1831,  when  he  started  for  the  State  of 
Missouri.  He  took  a  sail-boat  at  Norfolk,  whence 
he  went  by  way  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River,  the  trip  consum¬ 


ing  two  months.  He  sailed  up  the  “Eather  of 
Waters”  in  a  steamer  for  St.  Louis  and  from  there 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River,  from  which  place 
he  walked  to  Palmyra.  He  at  once  secured  a 
position  in  a  tannery  at  Palmyra,  in  which  he 
worked  for  two  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  young  Aloore  was  given 
charge  of  the  tannery  and  out  of  the  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars  which  he  received  saved 
three  hundred  dollars  of  the  sum.  This  was  for 
one  year  and  in  1835  he  established  a  business  for 
himself,  operating  a  tannery  for  a  period  of  nine¬ 
teen  years.  In  1854  he  invested  a  part  of  his  capi¬ 
tal  in  farming  land,  purchasing  at  that  time  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  timber,  and  on  this 
place  erected  a  brick  residence,  which  was  one  of 
the  best  in  this  portion  of  the  county.  He  cleared 
the  land,  placed  it  under  excellent  tillage  and  made 
it  his  home  for  thirty-five  years,  or  until  1871. 
That  year  he  retired  from  farm  life  and  moved 
with  his  family  into  the  City  of  Palmyra,  where 
he  purchased  a  residence  for  five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars;  this  he  afterward  sold  and  occupied  another 
dwelling;  the  latter  was  destroyed  by  fire  July  23, 
1894.  He  lost  no  time,  however,  in  erecting  an¬ 
other,  on  which  he  made  many  improvements, 
and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  places 
in  the  city.  It  is  conveniently  arranged,  com¬ 
modious  and  substantially  built. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  January  24.  1834,  to 
Miss  Cornelia,  daughter  of  James  M.  Kendrick, 
a  native  of  Kentucky.  To  them  were  born  twelve 
children,  of  whom  we  make  the  following  men¬ 
tion  :  Augusta,  James,  William  G.,  Rufus  and  the 
four  youngest  members  of  the  family  are  de¬ 
ceased,  James  meeting  his  death  in  the  Civil  War 
and  William  G.  having  been  killed  in  New  Mex¬ 
ico;  Virginius  is  a  resident  of  Carroll  County, 
Mo.;  Edward  is  living  in  Eabius  Township,  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  Mo.;  Rosa  married  Jefferson  iMc- 
Pike  and  makes  her  home  in  Knox  County; 
Perry  is  living  in  Eabius  Township,  iMarion 
County,  AIo.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1852 
and  July  20,  1853,  iMr.  jMoore  was  married  to 
Elton  L.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy 
(Cochran)  Allen.  She  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
Ky.,  March  10,  1831,  and  became  the  mother  of 
a  family  of  twelve  children.  Of  these  Benjamin 
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F.  is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Annie  died  in  1880; 
George  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Ef¥ie  is  the 
wife  of  Lewis  C.  Hardman;  Jessie  married 
William  E.  Berry  of  Palmyra;  Albert  R.  and  the 
remaining  members  of  the  household  are  deceased. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  Whig,  but  of  late  years  he  has  always 
voted  for  Democratic  candidates.  In  religious 
affairs  he  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  has  been  Road  Overseer  and  served 
on  the  School  Board  for  a  number  of  years. 


MEX.  HAYHALL,  Editor  and  Proprietor 
of  the  New  London  Record,  was  born 
in  New  London,  Wo.,  April  15,  1839, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Louisiana  B. 
(Alsop)  iMayhall.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
I'ranklin  County,  Ky.,  born  Dec.  4,  1804,  and  was 
a  son  of  William  ^layhall,  of  Irish  ancestry. 

William  Wayhall  was  a  son  of  one  of  three 
brothers  who  emigrated  to  America  from  Ire¬ 
land  in  early  Colonial  days,  the  father  of  William 
settling  finally  in  Kentucky.  William  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  lived  and  died  in  Franklin 
County,  Ky.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  had  a  family  of  nine  children  by  his  wife 
Eugenie,  who  also  was  of  Irish  ancestry  and  who 
was  with  Ann  Cook  in  her  log  cabin  when  the 
Indians  made  their  attack  on  the  settlement  of 
Boonesborough.  She  assisted  in  the  defense  of 
the  cabin  when  the  Indians  were  making  their 
way  down  the  chimney,  by  putting  a  feather  bed 
in  the  fire  place,  while  Ann  Cook  stood  ready  with 
an  ax  to  brain  the  savages.  Samuel  was  the  eld¬ 
est  of  those  children.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  learned  the  trade  of  brick  masonry.  In 
1826  he  came  to  Missouri  and  located  in  Xew 
London,  where  he  followed  farming  and  brick¬ 
making.  He  died  in  April,  1875.  I*’'  politics,  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  then  a  Lnion  iiian.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  wife, 
Louisiana,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Ann  (Bartlett)  Alsop, 
who  were  natives  of  Franklin  County,  Ky.  She 


was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  being  one 
of  the  number  forming  the  organization  in  New 
London  in  1838.  She  died  in  1882.  In  their 
family  were  thirteen  children:  Margaret  A.,  who 
married  Judge  W.  E.  Harris,  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Jefferson  A.;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Caroline  and  Walter,  who  also  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  George  E.;  Augusta  G.;  Cornelia  P.,  who 
married  W'illiam  L.  Wickersham;  ]\Ien.,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch;  Frances  i\I.,  who  married 
Thomas  R.  Dodge,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
‘■Record”;  Samuel  W.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Laura  W.,  wdio  married  John  Bale;  and  William 
S.  Of  these  children,  Jefferson  A.,  George  E., 
Augusta,  iMen.,  Frances,  Laura  and  William  S. 
are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Xew 
London,  securing  his  education  in  the  public 
school.  In  i860  he  began  to  learn  the  art  of  print¬ 
ing  in  the  office  of  the  Ralls  County  Beacon, 
where  he  served  his  apprenticeship.  In  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry  under 
command  of  Colonel  Tuttle,  as  a  musician,  serv¬ 
ing  until  about  the  close  of  the  war.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1863,  in  company  with  I.  X.  Haw¬ 
kins,  he  started  The  True  Flag  in  Louisiana,  ]Mo., 
which  he  conducted  about  eighteen  months.  He 
then  went  to  Xew  London  and,  in  company  with 
Thos.  R.  Dodge,  started  the  Record,  with  which 
paper  he  has  since  been  connected.  Mr.  Dodge 
retained  his  interest  in  it  until  1882,  since  which 
time  i\Ir.  ^Mayhall  has  conducted  it  alone.  The 
Record  is  a  si.x  column  quarto,  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  Ralls  County,  its  people,  and  true 
Democratic  principles.  It  is  the  leading  paper  in 
the  county,  and  has  a  good  circulation,  and  is 
ably  edited.  A  job  office  is  connected  with  the 
paper. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  October,  1863,  Mr.  [May- 
hall  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  M. 
Stephenson,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Hattie 
M.,  named  for  her  mother.  jMrs.  [Mayhall  died 
Sept.  3,  1864,  and  Mr.  [Mayhall  subsequently 
married  Luta  Belle,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  [Miller, 
of  Me.xico,  Mo.  By  this  union  there  were  four 
children:  Minnie  Belle,  wife  of  Prof.  Cole, 

County  School  Commissioner;  Bartie,  who  died 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


273 


in  1886;  Augusta  G.,  who  married  Jacob  W. 
Coontz,  now  deceased;  and  Georgia  G.,  living  at 
home.  The  second  Mrs.  Mayhall  died  January 
3,  1892,  and  on  the  15th  of  June,  1894,  Mr.  May- 
hall  married  Mrs.  Maggie  Miller  Payne,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  L.  Pegram,  of  Montgomery  City, 
Mo.  Mrs.  Mayhall  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  Mr.  Mayhall  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  is  also  a  member  of  New  London 
Lodge  No.  307,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  K.  of  P.,  and 
New  London  Lodge  No.  70,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Mr.  Mayhall  was  the  first  man  that  ever  left 
Ralls  County  to  go  into  the  Union  army,  and  at 
a  time  when  it  was  not  very  popular  to  be  a 
Union  man.  He  is  a  progressive  man,  and  is  de¬ 
voted  to  the  interests  of  his  town  and  county. 


SAMUEL  ALEXANDER  TOMBS,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best-known  of  Pike  County 
farmers,  was  born  in  that  County,  Decem¬ 
ber  28,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  David  L.  Tombs,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  1800,  where  he 
spent  his  early  boyhood  on  the  farm  with  his  par¬ 
ents.  His  wife,  Louisiana  Basye,  was  born  in 
1804. 

David  Tombs,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Cork  County,  Ireland.  When  but 
four  years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  America.  This  was  some  tw’enty  years  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Before  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  conflict  his  father  was  an  enrolling 
officer  under  the  British  Government,  but  in  the 
struggle  following  his  sympathies  were  wdth  the 
American  Colonies,  and  he  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  armies  of  his  adopted  country.  After  the 
war  was  over  he  settled  down  to  a  quiet  farm  life. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  now  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  a  pair  of  the  old  Irish  stilliards  which  were 
handed  down  to  him  through  his  ancestors.  They 
were  manufactured  by  Robinson,  of  Dublin,  in 
the  seventeenth  century. 

David  Tombs,  the  grandfather,  moved  to  Mis¬ 
souri  about  the  year  1819,  and  located  in  Lincoln 


County,  one  year  later  removing  to  Pike  County, 
where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
.  of  land,  which  he  improved.  Soon  after  locating 
here,  he  married  Miss  Louisiana  Basye.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children:  James  S.,  Agnes  xA.nn, 
Samuel  Alexander,  Louisiana,  Elizabeth  Mar¬ 
garet,  Susan,  Martha  and  Adeline,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity,  except  Louisiana,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  James  S.  is  a  resident 
of  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  is  an  extensive  and  re¬ 
spected  farmer;  Samuel  Alexander  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Agnes  was  the  wife  of  Robert 
Tombs  (not  related),  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children:  George,  Mollie,  Edward,  and  Ellen; 
Elizabeth  v/as  the  wife  of  William  Summer,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children.  Ora  and  Effie; 
Margaret  became  Mrs.  Woods;  Martha  became 
the  wife  of  William  Hattersley,  and  to  them  was 
born  one  son,  William;  James  married  Elizabeth 
Green,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
William  D.,  Frank  and  John  Wesley. 

Samuel  A.  Tombs,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
first  married  America  Susan  Whittledge,  March 
22,  1855.  She  was  born  September  7,  1830.  To 
this  union  were  born  seven  children:  Mandeville 
Courrie,  born  January  28,  1857,  who  is  now  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  Audrain  County,  Mo.;  Sarah  Margaret, 
born  November  26,  1858,  and  who  died  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-three  years;  Perry  Alex¬ 
ander,  born  November  6,  i860,  is  now  a  citizen  of 
Pike  County,  and  is  not  married;  Addie  Ellen, 
born  March  20,  1864,  died  December  17,  1876; 
Emma  May,  born  February  13,  1866,  died  August 
I,  1885;  Charles  Walden,  born  May  8,  1868,  died 
October  15,  1885;  James  William,  born  October 
6,  1870,  is  now  a  resident  of  Pike  County,  Mo. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  October  22, 
1873,  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  Mr.  Tombs 
was  again  married  September  30,  1874,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Dodge.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children:  Ada  Susan,  born  August  14,  1875; 
Samuel  Hampton,  April  7,  1877;  Anna  Belle,  De¬ 
cember  20,  1878,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  Mr. 
Tombs  was  married  a  third  time  to  Berthena  C. 
Cameron,  daughter  of  Dr.  Craft,  of  St.  Louis. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Mrs. 
Tombs  died  March  20,  1892.  Mr.  Tombs  was 
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aj^ain  married  on  the  19th  of  Fel^ruary,  1893,  to 
Rebecca  C.  Xix. 

.Mr.  Tombs  lias  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  Democrat  in 
politics. 


SAMUEL  J.  WILLIS.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  wealthy  residents  of  Pike 
County,  is  the  owner  of  an  estate  compris¬ 
ing  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  in  Indian 
Township.  He  is,  however,  living  retired  from 
the  active  duties  of  life,  having  removed  to  the 
town  of  Farmer  in  1885.  For  the  first  two  years 
of  his  residence  there  he  operated  a  hotel,  but 
abandoned  it  at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  is  now 
occupied  in  looking  after  his  various  interests. 

Mr.  Willis  is  a  native  of  this  township,  and  was 
born  ]May  18,  1831,  to  Samuel  and  Mary  P. 
(Farmer)  Willis.  The  former  was  born  in  Pitt¬ 
sylvania  County,  \’a.,  and  died  July  12,  1880,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  in  turn  was  the 
son  of  Joel  and  Frances  (Meadows)  Willis,  also 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  whence  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  Pike  County,  ]\Io.,  in  1829.  They  be¬ 
came  slave-owners  in  this  State  and  had  their 
large  property  worked  by  this  kind  of  labor.  To 
them  were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Wdll- 
iam,  now  deceased,  has  three  daughters  living  in 
this  county;  Samuel,  father  of  our  subject;  Sarah 
married  O.  Collie,  and  they  are  both  deceased; 
Xancy,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Atchi¬ 
son,  who  is  also  deceased. 

Mrs.  Mary  P.  (Farmer)  Willis  was  born  De¬ 
cember  18,  1794,  and  died  December  2,  1845.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Marlin  and  Elizabeth  (.\ck- 
les)  I'armer,  natives  of  \’irginia,  where  they  were 
extensive  farmers  and  slave-owners,  and  passed 
their  entire  lives.  Their  children  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing-named  sons  and  daughters:  James,  Will¬ 
iam,  John,  Moses,  Sarah  E.,  Lucy,  Mary,  Rod- 
die,  Xancy,  Permelia. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  \’ir- 
ginia  April  18,  1817,  and  to  them  were  born  a 


large  family,  of  whom  we  make  the  following 
mention:  Joel,  Jr.,  was  born  May  18,  1818;  he 
is  now  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Hartford  Township,  this  county;  Elizabeth  E. 
was  born  March  24,  1820,  and  died  in  1836;  Chris¬ 
topher  was  born  June  10,  1823,  and  died  in  1851 ; 
X'ancy  was  born  May  30,  1825,  and  died  forty 
years  later;  Gideon  was  born  June  22,  1827; 
Sarah  was  born  August  4,  1829,  and  died  Xo- 
vember  25,  1891;  Samuel  J.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  second  time 
married,  the  lady  on  this  occasion  being  Jane 
Evans.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in  1846  and 
to  them  was  born  a  son,  David  D.,  iMay  18,  1848; 
he  died  in  September,  1873.  Jane  (Evans)  Willis 
was  born  in  Tennessee  April  24,  1808.  She  now 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  Her  parents 
were  Henry  and  Mary  (Yadson)  Evans,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  that  State,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  ]\Io.,  where  they  passed  the  remain¬ 
ing  years  of  their  lives  engaged  in  farm  work. 
They  became  the  parents  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  namely:  Joseph,  Jane,  Bettie,  Andy, 
Susan,  Samuel,  David,  Henry,  Thomas,  Sarah, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  10,  1856,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Parson,  who  was, born  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1840,  in  Pike  County,  this  State.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  John  G.  and  Jane  C.  (Irby)  Parson, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Pittsylvania 
County,  \’a.,  April  23,  1799,  and  died  in  1884. 
He  was  in  turn  the  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
(Bailey)  Parson,  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
where  the  grandfather  died.  His  widow,  how¬ 
ever,  came  to  Lincoln  County,  this  State,  where 
she  departed  this  life  a  number  of  years  there¬ 
after.  David  and  Elizabeth  Parson  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eleven  children:  Eliza,  Annie,  Benjamin, 
Roddie,  Mary,  Lewis,  Baley,  Peter,  iMargaret  and 
two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Jane  C.  (Irby)  Parson  was  born  August  15, 
1825,  in  Wrginia,  and  died  in  October,  1864.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Farmer) 
Irby,  also  natives  of  that  State,  whence  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  county  many  years  ago  and  lived 
the  balance  of  their  days.  Like  the  ancestors  of 
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our  subject,  they  were  extensive  farmers  and 
slave-owners,  and  became  prominent  in  their 
community.  They  reared  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  four  having  died  in  infancy.  John  R.,  born 
October  i6,  1819,  died  in  June,  1844;  Henry  E., 
born  July  29,  1821,  died  in  1826,  and  Jane  C., 
born  August  15,  1825,  died  October  i,  1864. 

John  G.  and  Jane  C.  (Irby)  Parson  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  this  county  November  25,  1839.  Their 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  William 
C.  H.,  who  was  born  in  1844,  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis,  of  this  sketch, 
have  been  born  three  children:  John  H.,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  10,  1858,  is  now  on  the  police  force  in  the 
City  of  St.  Louis;  Amelia  J.,  born  March  2,  1861, 
died  September  25,  1874,  and  James  A.,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  16,  1865,  died  in  infancy. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  lived  on  his  father’s 
farm  for  four  years  after  attaining  his  majority, 
when  he  married  and  moved  into  a  residence 
which  had  been  erected  on  the  home  place.  In 
this  he  lived  for  eight  years,  when  he  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  another  tract  of  land  in  the  same  town¬ 
ship,  which  belonged  to  his  wife.  They  lived 
there  from  1863  to  1885,  in  which  latter  year  they 
came  to  Earmer,  where,  as  before  stated,  they 
operated  a  hotel.  Two  years  later  they  retired  to 
private  life,  and  now  occupy  a  pleasant  home  in 
that  town.  Mr.  Willis  has  never  aspired  to  hold 
office,  it  taking  all  his  time  to  look  after  his  large 
estate,  which  now  comprises  four  hundred  acres. 
In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Democrat,  having  sup¬ 
ported  that  party  with  his  voice  and  vote  for  many 
years. 


Richard  T.  barber.  Among  the  en¬ 
ergetic  and  successful  young  farmers  of 
Marion  County  we  mention  the  name  of 
Richard  T.  Barber,  who  is  superintending  the 
management  of  the  old  Peak  homestead  in  Town¬ 
ship  58,  Range  7.  Panning  and  stock-raising 
form  his  chief  occupation,  and  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  has  taken  advantage  of  every  method 


and  idea  tending  toward  the  enhanced  value  of 
the  property  speaks  well  for  his  sound  judgment 
and  for  his  future  success.  As  a  farmer,  he  is 
progressive,  and  as  a  citizen  he  ranks  among  the 
most  public-spir-ited  of  the  residents  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  Having  traveled  widely  and  visited  many 
points  of  interest  throughout  the  United  States, 
he  has  gained  a  breadth  of  culture  that  makes 
him  a  genial  companion,  and  he  is  therefore  pop¬ 
ular  in  social  circles. 

A  native  of  Coles  County,  Ill.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  October  25,  1868,  and  is  a 
son  of  Lynch  and  Elizabeth  (Smithson)  Barber. 
His  father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Pittsylvania 
County,  Va.,  October  16,  1830,  was  a  son  of 
Shadrach  and  Polly  (Earmer)  Barber,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  the  Old  Dominion.  Shadrach 
was  a  preacher  in  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
a  man  of  great  piety  and  considerable  learning, 
and  was  prominent  in  his  denomination  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
paternal  great-grandparents  were  also  Virginians, 
and  resided  on  a  farm  in  their  native  common¬ 
wealth  until  their  death  when  advanced  in  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  in  September,  1829,  being  a 
daughter  of  Prancis  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Barnett) 
Smithson,  who  were  life-long  residents  of  Clin¬ 
ton  County.  By  her  marriage  she  had  six  chil¬ 
dren,  but  was  bereaved  by  the  early  death  of  five 
of  the  family.  The  eldest  were  twins,  and  died  in 
infancy.  Sylvesta  died  at  the  age  of  two,  Alice 
when  six  years  of  age,  and  Mollie  was  taken  away 
in  infancy.  Richard  T.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  sole 
survivor.  The  parents  are  still  living,  and  make 
their  home  on  a  farnl  in  Lewis  County,  ]Mo. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools,  our  subject  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  began  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  While  still  in  his  teens  he  went  to 
the  Pacific  Coast,  visiting  all  points  of  interest 
en  route.  In  1882  he  returned  to  his  father’s  home 
in  Lewis  County,  and  there  he  remained  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  one  year.  Then  going  back 
to  Lewis  County  he  assisted  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  for  a  year.  March  7,  1895,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  iMary  Nancy  Peak, 
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(laughter  of  George  W.  Peak,  Sr.,  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Marion  County.  Mrs.  Barber  inherited 
the  old  Peak  homestead  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  upon  the  death  of  her  father,  and 
here  she  and  her  husband  make  their  home,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  every  comfort  which  their  refined 
tastes  can  suggest  or  money  secure.  In  the  social 
circles  of  the  community  they  occupy  an  enviable 
position.  Their  home  is  pleasant,  and  it  is  their 
particular  enjoyment  to  throw  wide  open  its  doors 
for  the  entertainment  of  their  many  friends.  They 
pcasscss  many  excellencies  of  character,  and  de¬ 
serve  the  high  regard  in  which  they  are  held  by 
the  people  of  the  township. 


AMES  ARCHIBALD  ^PPIKE  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  farmers  of  In¬ 
dian  Township,  Pike  County.  He  owns  and 
carries  on  a  fine  homestead  consisting  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  where  he  raises  a  gen¬ 
eral  line  of  grain  and  crops,  and  is  e.xtensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  feeding  hogs,  cattle,  mules  and  horses, 
his  market  being  mainly  St.  Louis.  He  is  pro¬ 
gressive  in  his  views  as  regards  agriculture,  and 
is  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  scientific  and  mod¬ 
ern  ideas  relating  to  the  subject. 

James  A.  iMcPike  is  the  eldest  son  of  Benja¬ 
min  Hayden  and  Rachel  J.  iMcPike,  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  X'irginia  respectively,  the  former 
born  near  Pt.  Royal,  Henry  County.  (See  their 
history  elsewhere  in  this  volume).  Our  subject 
was  born  April  23,  1838,  in  the  same  town  in 
which  his  father’s  birth  occurred,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Marion  County,  iMo.,  when  about 
six  months  old.  He  had  not  yet  attained  his 
tenth  birthday  when  he  began  following  the  plow, 
and  from  that  time  onward  his  time  was  occupied 


with  farm  duties,  except  when  he  was  pursuing 
his  studies.  When  the  \\’ar  of  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  he  enlisted  for  six  months  in  Com¬ 
pany  G,  I'orty-ninth  Missouri  State  Militia,  and 
faithfully  served  out  his  term.  His  only  brother 
is  W.  B.  iMcPike,  of  Bowling  Green,  whose  sketch 
will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

On  October  12,  1862,  J.  A.  MePike  married 
^liss  Mary  Jane  Davis,  daughter  of  James  Har¬ 
vey  and  Letitia  Reader  (Staley)  Davis.  Their 
only  other  surviving  child  is  Fannie,  Mrs.  L.  F. 
A.  D.  Daniels.  In  1843  James  H.  Davis  was 
called  to  his  final  rest,  and  subsequently  his  widow 
became  the  wife  of  Wdlliam  B.  Cox,  by  whom  she 
had  the  following  children :  Nancy,  Victoria,  Au¬ 
gusta,  William  H.,  and  John  Forbes.  Victoria 
C.  died  in  Pike  County,  but  the  other  children 
went  to  California,  where  they  have  all  since 
passed  away,  except  William  H.,  who  now  re¬ 
sides  in  that  State,  and  who  married  ]\Iiss  AI.  E. 
Chamberlain,  of  California.  Si.x  children  have 
come  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MePike, 
as  follows:  Benjamin  A.,  Susan  L.,  Fannie 
Maud,  John  V'illiam,  one  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Frank  Leslie.  Susan  married  \"inton  Par- 
geon,  of  Curryville,  this  county,  and  has  one 
son.  The  younger  children  of  our  subject  are 
still  living  at  home  and  attending  school. 

Though  now  in  his  fifty-fifth  year,  ^Ir.  MePike 
is  as  active  as  he  was  in  his  younger  days,  and  is 
a  well-preserved  man.  He  stands  high  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  known  to  be 
a  man  of  honor  and  integrity  in  all  his  dealings. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  a  firm  believer  in 
the  i)latform  of  the  Democracy.  Formerly  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  of  recent 
years  has  outgrown  their  somewhat  limited  ten¬ 
ets  of  creed,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  find  in  the 
Christian  or  Disciple  Church  the  nearest  ap¬ 
proach  to  their  ideas. 
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GEORGE  BAGON,  DEGEASED. 


“Peace  to  the  just  man’s  memory, 

Let  it  grow  green  in  the  lapse  of  time 
And  blossom  through  the  flight  of  ages.’’ 


WILLIAM  BACON,  the  colonist,  came 
from  England  to  some  locality  on  the 
shores  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  On  a 
casual  return  trip  he  fell  dead  in  the  streets  of 
London.  Dodson  Bacon,  a  son,  established  a 
home  two  miles  south  of  the  present  Laurel,  Del., 
on  a  site  now  traversed  by  the  railroad. 

The  Delaware  Bacons  were  patriots,  but  other¬ 
wise  their  relation  to  the  Revolution  is  to  be  as¬ 
certained.  The  son  of  Dodson  was  John,  whose 
son  was  Henry  Bacon  (September  21,  1781-May 
24,  1864)  who  on  November  29,  1804,  married 
Mary  Parker  (September  ii,  1786-April  4,  1817). 
Of  this  marriage  George  Bacon  was  born  No¬ 
vember  15,  1809.  The  ancestral  homestead  is 
to-day  owned  by  resident  descendants  of  Henry 
Bacon.  As  a  soldier  in  the  Delaware  militia  he 
served  at  the  British  bombardment  of  Lewes,  mis¬ 
called  in  history  Lewistown. 

George  Bacon  at  sixteen  began  as  a  clerk,  first 
at  Laurel,  Del.,  then  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  again 
at  Laurel.  Treading  the  path  of  the  just,  he,  at 
said  age,  enlisted  in  the  Methodist  Church  and 
austere  piety  dominated  his  subsequent  social 
and  business  life.  As  a  member  of  the  earliest 
temperance  organization,  he  devoted  some  youth¬ 
ful  time  to  local  lectures  in  that  cause.  At  major¬ 
ity  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account 
and  so  remained  at  Laurel  until  1835  when,  in 
search  of  a  Western  home,  he  visited  Palmyra, 
Mo.,  traveling  in  part  overland  on  horseback, 
through  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois.  On  his  re¬ 
turn  in  1836  he  invested  a  capital  of  $2,000  in  a 


stock  of  dry  goods  and  merchandise  which  he 
shipped  to  Palmyra.  In  1837  George  Bacon’s 
was  one  of  the  two  Palmyra  houses  that  outrode 
the  storm  of  general  bankruptcy.  In  1844  when 
the  Methodist  separation  came  he  was  a  trustee 
in  possession  of  the  church  keys.  The  minister 
in  charge  unavailingly  essayed  a  transfer  of  the 
edifice  to  the  original  church. 

On  March  3,  1847,  George  Bacon,  with  his  wife 
and  four  children,  removed  to  Hannibal,  Mo., 
where  he  established  a  stand  as  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail  grocer  at  the  corner  of  Hill  and  First  Streets 
for  the  first  year  and  afterwards  at  No.  2  adjoin¬ 
ing.  Commanding  a  region  as  far  west  as  Sulli¬ 
van  County,  Mo.,  the  venture  proved  at  once 
successful.  In  1855,  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council  George  Bacon  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  adjusting  with  the  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R.  Co., 
its  terms  of  access  over  the  public  ways  to  the 
Mississippi  River.  This  was  a  troublesome  epi¬ 
sode,  the  Company  seeking  many  harsh  exac¬ 
tions. 

In  1859,  decline  of  the  river  commerce, 

the  store  was  removed  to  206  N.  Main  Street 
where  it  became  an  exclusively  wholesale  estab¬ 
lishment,  successfully  conducted  till  January  i, 
1874,  when  George  Bacon  retired.  He  died 
August  19,  1874.  A  memorial  structure  of  pol¬ 
ished  Ozark  granite,  twenty-four  feet  high,  over¬ 
looks  from  Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery  the  scenes  of 
his  labors.  During  his  entire  career  no  financial 
revulsion,  no  commercial  panic  or  bank  suspen¬ 
sion  could  in  the  slightest  way  shadow  the  honor 
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of  this  house.  Its  founder  left  a  personal  name 
which  remains  a  pyramid  of  light.  He  had  no 
relish  for  public  place.  He  belonged  to  the  do¬ 
mestic  element  portrayed  in  elegiac  stanza: 

“Along  the  cool  sequestered  vale  of  life 
They  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way.” 

His  altniism  was  expressed  in  upholding  public 
morals  by  a  consistent  and  inflexible  devotion  to 
the  duties  of  official  laymanship  in  ecclesiastical 
service.  They  who  view  the  physical  as  the  in¬ 
cident  and  the  perennial  as  the  substance  leave 
few  records  in  civilian  arena.  The  jury  list  seldom 
finds  them  and  preferment  is  out  of  their  line. 
Their  gaze  is  trained  on  another  shore.  Their 
mission  courts  the  promotion  which  shall  sur¬ 
vive 

“When  victors’  wreaths  and  monarchs’  gems 
Shall  blend  in  common  dust.” 

At  Palmyra,  Mo.,  on  September  6,  1837, 
George  Bacon  was  married  to  IMiss  Catherine 
Lakenan,  a  Virginian,  who  accompanying  rela¬ 
tives  had  come  overland  to  Wheeling,  Ohio,  and 
thence  by  steamer  “Xavarino”  down  the  Ohio 
and  thence  by  steamer  “Roanoke”  to  St.  Louis 
and  by  another  steamer  to  Greens’  Landing 
(Marion  City).  On  the  stage  trip  to  Palmyra 
across  the  river  plain,  deer  were  seen  bounding 
over  the  prairie.  This  was  in  1835.  Catherine 
Lakenan  was  bom  in  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  Feb. 
19,  1817.  Her  father,  Thomas  Lakenan  (May  17, 
1787-May  26,  1820),  was  on  August  29,  1811, 
married  to  Margaret  Farr  (April  26,  1794-January 
12,  1830)  whose  ancestors  saw  offiyial  services  in 
the  patriot  army.  The  Farrs  appear  to  have  come 
from  Montgomery  County,  Md.  The  colonist 
Lakenan  probably  came  over  with  Calvert  and 
settled  on  the  Janies  River.  Thomas  Lakenan 
seri^ed  in  the  war  of  1812  and  at  the  battle  of 
Baltimore  a  British  bullet  through  his  lungs  in¬ 
flicted  an  ultimately  fatal  injury.  He  died  at 
Winchester,  ^^a.,  and  his  widow  with  their  three 
little  children  returned  to  her  people  in  Fairfax 
County. 

In  1825,  welcomed  by  a  floral  arch,  Lafayette 
and  his  suite  registered  in  Fairfax  Courthouse. 
On  their  arrival  the  village  school  was  dismissed 


for  afternoon  holiday  and  the  people  and  children 
in  the  way  of  ovation  assembled  in  the  open 
square.  By  assignment  Thomas  Lakenan,  an 
elder  brother,  delivered  for  the  school  a  short  ad¬ 
dress,  at  the  close  of  which  the  aged  Lafayette 
took  up  in  his  arms  and  kissed  the  little  sister, 
Catherine  Lakenan.  According  to  her  present 
rating  Lafayette  and  his  son  were  both  of  ver\’ 
homely  visage.  For  many  years  she  has  been  the 
sole  survivor  of  her  father’s  family.  She  too,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  entered  the  jMethodist  com¬ 
munion,  in  which,  at  Hannibal,  ]\Io.,  her  member¬ 
ship  continues.  As  far  as  can  be  traced  the  an¬ 
cestors  of  George  Bacon  and  his  wife  lived  in  the 
fear  of  God. 

Of  Thomas  H.  Bacon,  the  eldest  son,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  sketch  is  appended: 

Born  at  Palmyra,  ]\Io.,  July  10,  1839.  From 
March  3,  1847,  resident  of  Hannibal,  jMo.  Edu¬ 
cation  academic  and  at  St.  Paul’s  College  in  1856, 
and  afterwards  under  Preceptor  Rev.  J.  W.  Dunn. 
Law  student  with  Lamb  &  Lakenan  February, 
i860.  June  14,  1861,  ]\I.  S.  G.  volunteer.  Enlisted 
July  15,  1861,  at  Cowskin  Prairie  in  Col.  John  Q. 
Burbridge’s  old  Pike  County  Company  under 
Capt.  William  Carter,  Burbridge’s  regiment. 
Gen.  John  B.  Clark  Sr.’s  Div.  ]\I.  S.  G.  At 
Wilson’s  Creek,  August  10,  1861,  bullet  injury, 
internal  and  of  long  duration.  On  this  occasion 
George  Bacon  and  his  wife  went  overland 
through  the  lines,  obtained  a  hospital  release  for 
their  son  and  in  the  theater  of  war  remained  with 
him  for  several  months.  On  his  recovery  Thomas 
H.  Bacon,  by  stormy  nocturnal  voyage  January  i, 
1863,  ran  the  blockade  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  Rich¬ 
mond  Whig  reporter  in  Virginia  State  Senate. 
Enlisted  in  April,  1863,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  Col. 
Cyrus  Franklin’s  First  and  Second  N.  E.  Mo. 
Calvar}',  exchanged  IMissouri  Confederates,  en 
route  for  Vicksburg,  IMiss.  Appointed  Adjutant, 
but  resigned  in  favor  of  another  and  became 
Sergeant  Major.  April  13,  1863,  departed  for 
\’^icksburg,  but  in  transit  detached  to  Fort  Beaure- 
guard  on  the  M’ashita  River,  Louisiana.  At 
Jacksonport,  Ark.,  near  Col.  Joseph  Porter’s 
grave,  June  6,  1863,  elected  Second  Lieutenant 
in  Capt.  G.  S.  Kendrick’s  Company  D,  Monroe, 
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Lewis  and  Marion  County  men,  Pindell’s  Sharp¬ 
shooters,  Infantry  Battalion,  Gen.  M.  M.  Parson’s 
Brigade  C.  S.  A.  Actions  at  Helena,  July  4,  1863, 
and  at  Little  Rock,  September  10,  1863.  Judge 
Advocate  Division  Court  Martial  October,  1863, 
performing  both  line  and  judicial  duties.  Feb¬ 
ruary  3,  1864,  First  Lieutenant  Artillery  for  Ord¬ 
nance.  October  i,  1864,  Captain  Artillery  for 
Ordnance.  July  10,  1865,  returned  to  law  studies 
at  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Licensed  at  Missouri  Bar  by  Judge  John  I. 
Campbell,  Hannibal,  Mo.,  December  ii,  1865, 
and  by  United  States  Circuit  Court  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  May  17,  1875.  Author  of  Monograph  on 
Township  Bonds,  1877.  President  Mt.  Olivet 
Cemetery  Association,  benevolent.  Co-author 
January  l,  1883,  of  Constitutional  Judiciary 
Amendment  of  1884.  Director  Free  Public  Li¬ 
brary. 

Elected  November,  1886,  Judge  Sixteenth  Ju¬ 
dicial  Circuit  and  served  six  years  to  end  of  the 
term  and  of  the  circuit,  after  which  he  returned  to 
practice.  Author  of  many  statutes  in  the  people’s 
cause. 

On  November  30,  1876,  at  McVeytown,  Pa., 
Thomas  H.  Bacon  was  married  to  Aliss  Jean 
Walters  and  of  this  marirage  one  child,  Ethel 
Bacon,  survives.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Jean  W. 
Bacon  was  John  Walters  (January  3,  i8oo-Sep- 
tember  30,  1861)  and  her  mother  was  Ann 
McClellan  (December  5,  1801-September  27, 
1880).  The  Walters  branch  still  holds  in  Kishaco- 
quillas  V alley  some  farm  land  which  for  military 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  War  was  patented 
to  Capt.  Hugh  McClellan,  the  maternal  grand¬ 
father  of  Mrs.  Jean  W.  Bacon. 

Her  father’s  maternal  grandfather  was  Capt. 
Caspar  Dull  of  the  Revolutionary  Army.  See 
rolls  of  the  Revolution,  Vols.  10,  ii,  13  and  14, 
Pennsylvania  Records. 

Judge  Bacon’s  mind  was  peculiarly  formed  for 
the  legal  profession,  for  which  he  has  eminently 
fitted  himself  by  deep  study,  research  and 
thought.  His  analytical  powers  enable  him  to 
solve  intricate  law  problems  with  unerring  re¬ 
sults.  He  goes  about  his  legal  work  with  great 
care  and  is  painstaking  in  the  presentation  of  his 


cases  and  in  the  preparation  of  his  briefs.  So 
thorough  has  he  been  in  this  regard  that  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  State  has  stepped  aside  from 
its  usual  course  to  pay  him  a  compliment  in  this 
particular  branch  of  his  practice.  He  has  always 
confined  himself  to  the  civil  branch  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  and  his  business  has  been  that  of  law  only. 
Before  he  went  upon  the  bench  he  had  estab¬ 
lished  the  reputation  of  an  able,  sound  and  suc¬ 
cessful  lawyer.  He  made  an  able  and  conscien¬ 
tious  Judge  and  his  trial  of  causes  was  generally 
satisfactory  and  his  decisions  rarely  reversed. 
Few  Judges  have  left  the  ermine  more  spotless 
than  he,  and  few  have  laid  aside  the  judicial  robes 
standing  higher  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  bar  and  the  people. 

Judge  Bacon  is  not  only  deeply  versed  in  law 
but  has  found  time  to  step  outside  of  this  branch 
of  science,  and  travel  in  the  various  walks  of 
knowledge.  He  is  a  most  interesting  conversa¬ 
tionalist  and  can  talk  learnedly  on  most  all  sub¬ 
jects.  Should  the  specialist  in  any  branch  of 
science  enter  into  a  discussion  with  the  Judge  on 
his  pet  subject,  he  would  think  he  had  made  that 
his  special  study.  The  student  of  history,  botany, 
geology,  archeology,  ethnology,  philology, 
theology,  etc.,  in  discussing  with  Judge  Bacon 
would  find  in  him  a  close  listener  and  an  able 
critic.  The  Judge  is  yet  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of 
life  and  many  years  of  usefulness  are  yet  before 
him. 


MUSCOE  P.  DRUMMOND  is  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  Palmyra  (Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.)  “Herald.”  This  bright  and  new¬ 
sy  paper  was  established  in  1883  by  Mr.  Drum¬ 
mond  and  Philip  Gausz,  who  together  conducted 
the  journal  until  New  Year’s  Day,  1890,  when  our 
subject,  having  bought  out  his  partner,  became 
the  owner. 

Mr.  Drummond  was  born  September  4,  1858, 
in  this  city,  and  received  his  education  in  a  private 
school  here.  One  of  his  teachers  was  Dr.  Will¬ 
iam  B.  Corbyn,  now  of  Quincy,  who  for  more 
than  thirty  years  was  President  of  St.  Paul’s  Col- 
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lege.  Young  Drummond’s  higher  education  was 
obtained  at  this  well-known  institution,  from 
which  he  graduated  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
he  then  engaged  in  teaching  at  his  alma  mater 
for  three  years. 

The  parents  of  AI.  P.  Drummond  are  H.  J.  and 
Martha  (Bonner)  Drummond,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  for¬ 
mer  is  a  highly  respected  citizen  and  leading 
member  of  the  bar  of  Palmyra. 

September  6,  1893,  ]\I.  P.  Drummond  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Katherine,  daughter  of  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Mary  Gillespie,  natives  of  Kentucky; 
the  former  is  dead,  and  the  latter  is  now  living 
near  Palmyra.  The  union  of  our  subject  and 
wife  has  been  blessed  by  one  child,  a  daughter, 
whom  they  have  named  Madeline. 

In  1881  Mr.  Drummond  entered  the  news¬ 
paper  field  as  a  reporter  on  the  Palmyra  “Demo¬ 
crat,”  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  all  of  his 
time  to  journalistic  work,  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  “The  Herald,”  a  six-column 
quarto,  is  conducted  in  the  interest  of  this  com¬ 
munity,  is  ably  edited,  gives  a  concentrated  review 
of  current  events  and  enjoys  a  widespread  circu¬ 
lation.  The  proprietor  is  a  Democrat  on  politi¬ 
cal  questions  and  is  a  good  worker  in  his  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  only  lodge  of  that  order  in  the 
State,  which  has  been  established  for  upward  of 
half  a  centuiy'. 


JAMES  CURD  has  made  his  home  in  the 
vicinity  of  Palmyra,  Marion  County,  since 
he  arrived  at  man’s  estate  and  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  cultivating  his  fine  homestead  situated 
in  Liberty  Township.  His  farm  is  well  adapted 
for  pasturage  and  of  late  years  j\Ir.  Curd  has  given 
his  principal  attention  to  berr}'ing,  finding  a 
market  for  buttermilk  and  cream  in  the  city.  He 
and  his  family  have  a  very  pleasant  home  and  are 
blessed  with  many  comforts  and  luxuries.  For 
fourteen  years  Mr.  Curd  was  Public  Administra¬ 
tor,  at  the  end  of  that  period  resigning  his  office, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  He 


was  formerly  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  but 
is  now  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition  party. 

A  native  of  Lewis  County,  Mo.,  our  subject  was 
bom  January  ii,  1838,  to  Benjamin  P.  and  Mary 
A.  (Br}'an)  Curd,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The 
father  was  born  April  10,  1810,  being  the  youngest 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
He  spent  his  bo}'hood  on  a  farm,  attending  the 
neighboring  schools  for  a  few  months  in  the  win¬ 
ter  seasons,  and  in  the  fall  of  1829  emigrated  to 
Lewis  County,  ]\Io.  In  a  short  time  he  returned 
to  his  native  State  and  was  there  married  Septem¬ 
ber  18,  1832.  The  young  couple  began  house¬ 
keeping  in  Lewis  County,  where  IMr.  Curd  had 
purchased  a  small  farm,  on  which  he  built  the 
first  saw  and  grist-mill  in  this  portion  of  the  State 
and  operated  the  same  until  1843,  when  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Marion  County.  Taking  up 
a  tract  of  about  three  hundred  acres  of  timber 
land,  he  energetically  set  to  work  to  clear  away 
the  forest  and  built  a  comfortable  home,  barns, 
etc.  He  also  bought  other  tracts  of  land  and  at 
one  time  owned  and  platted  the  town  of  iMont- 
gomen>9  IMontgomer}"  County,  IMo.  He  con¬ 
tinued  actively  employed  in  farming  until  1888, 
when  he  went  to  visit  his  son  in  Hannibal,  where 
he  was  taken  sick  and  died.  His  wife  had  preceded 
him  to.  the  grave,  her  death  occurred  December 
22,  1883,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

James  Curd  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Louis  B., 
born  in  June,  1833,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
died  February  2,  1867,  in  Palmyra;  Nancy  P., 
bom  September  9,  1834,  died  November  4  of  the 
following  year;  Mary,  bom  September  i,  1835, 
died  November  14,  1845;  Eliza  B.,  born  March 
15,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  K.  Hine  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  I\Io. ;  Thomas  E.,  born  April  5,  1844,  lives 
in  Palmyra:  William  B.,  born  December  3,  1847, 
is  a  resident  of  Hannibal. 

Our  subject  was  only  six  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  settled  in  Marion  County,  Mo.,  and 
up  to  his  nineteenth  year  he  continued  to  live  at 
home,  going  to  the  district  school  in  the  winter. 
He  then  took  a  thorough  course  of  study  in  St. 
Paul’s  College,  after  which  he  taught  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  terms  and  was  ultimately  elected  Principal 
of  the  Montgomery  High  School.  At  the  end 
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of  three  years  of  successful  teaching-  in  that  capac¬ 
ity  he  returned  to  Palmyra,  -where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  and  formerly  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity. 

Mrs.  Curd’s  father  was  born  May  28,  1815,  and 
her  mother  on  September  28,  1826;  they  were 
married  May  28,  1846.  The  father  died  July  30, 
1887,  and  the  mother  January  i,  1889. 

September  20,  1866,  Mr.  Curd  married  Mar¬ 
garet,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  E.  (Bright) 
Feagan,  natives  of  Kentucky.  She  was  born  in 
this  county  March  10,  1849,  being  one  of  three 
children.  Her  sister  Russella  is  the  wife  of  J.  L. 
Tuley,  a  farmer,  and  her  only  brother,  William 
H.,  resides  in  New  York.  The  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  is  blessed  by  three  children,  two 
sons  having  been  called  to  the  better  land.  Mary 
Lillian,  born  August  17,  1868,  resides  with  her 
parents;  Maggie  R.,  born  July  14,  1870,  is  the 
wife  of  P.  Moore  and  lives  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  belonging  to  her  father;  Maria  A.,  born 
August  30,  1871,  is  at  home;  William  B.,  born 
September  27,  1873,  died  December  22,  1885; 
James  G.,  born  November  28,  1878,  died  July  26, 
1881.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 


JAMES  W.  SHELBURNE,  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  farmers  and  stockraisers  of  Ralls 
County,  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in 
Spencer  County,  September  i,  1847.  He  was  the 
last  of  nine  children  born  to  James  and  Paulina 
(Ashby)  Shelburne,  of  whom  six  still  survive. 
James  Shelburne  was  born  in  Kentucky  February 
2,  1806.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  reared  his 
family,  and  spent  a  peaceful  and  happy  life.  He 
followed  farming  for  an  occupation  up  to  witliin 
a  few  years  of  his  death,  when  he  gave  up  an  ac¬ 
tive  life,  and  quietly  awaited  the  end.  He  lived  to 
a  good  old  age,  dying  in  1888,  in  his  eighty- 
second  year^  The  mother  was  a  daughter' of 
Robert  Ashby  and  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1808, 


and  died  in  1878.  She  was  a  devout  Christian  all 
her  life  and  her  death  was  a  loss  to  the  commun¬ 
ity  in  which  she  lived.  Zachariah  Ashby,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native  Ken¬ 
tuckian  and,  when  a  child  was  captured  by  the 
Indians  and  for  seven  years  held  captive;  one 
brother  and  his  mother  were  killed  at  that  time, 
his  father  and  another  brother  escaping  in  the 
timber  without  clothing  and  wandering  about 
three  days  ere  they  reached  the  fort,  and  all  the 
time  without  food. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  a  district  school.  Reaching  that  period 
in  life  when  he  must  choose  an  occupation,  he 
determined  to  follow  the  calling  of  a  farmer,  but 
first  chose  a  life  partner,  and  on  the  sixteenth  of 
May,  1869,  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Howser 
and  shortly  after,  with  his  young  wife,  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Ralls  County, 
where  for  five  years  he  farmed  as  a  renter.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time,  through  his  good  manage¬ 
ment  and  unceasing  toil,  he  was  in  a  position  to 
own  a  place  of  liis  own  and  his  purchase  of  sixty- 
six  acres  followed.  Here  he  erected  some  build¬ 
ings  and  moved  to  his  newly  acquired  farm. 
Later  he  added  to  his  purchase  another  sixty-four 
acres,  and  for  some  twenty  years  made  this  his 
home. 

In  1892  he  purchased  his  present  home  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres,  and  one  year 
later  he  moved  on  to  it.  Shortly  after  his  re¬ 
moval  he  remodeled  the  old  house  and  has  now  a 
cozy  residence.  His  present  home  is  only  re¬ 
moved  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  his  old  farm 
which,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  cultivate.  Mrs.  Shelburne  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky  and  was  also  born  in  Spencer 
County,  March  24,  1847.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Braxton  and  Sarah  (Clarke)  Howser.  Her  father 
was  of  German  and  English  descent,  her  grand¬ 
father,  Jacob  Howser,  being  a  German,  while  her 
grandmother  came  of  English  ancestors.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Jessamine  County  in  1813. 
Her  mother  was  also  of  both  English  and  Ger¬ 
man  descent,  her  father,  William  Clarke,  being  an 
Englishman  and  her  mother  a  German.  She  too 
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was  born  in  Spencer  County  and  is  still  living  | 
with  her  husband,  each  being  past  eighty  years 
old.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Shelbunie 
there  have  been  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living:  I’aulina  A.,  born  April  9,  1870;  William  B., 
February  9,  1877;  Mary  C.,  January  15,  1880; 
Archie  P.,  September  24,  1883;  Shelby  T.,  Jime 
2,  1887;  and  Bradford,  December  9,  1890.  The 
children  are  all  single  and,  with  the  exception  of 
Pauline,  who  is  temporarily  residing  in  Georgia, 
are  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Shelburne  is  an  intelligent  and  genial 
man.  His  progressive  spirit  has  placed  him  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  farmers  of  Ralls  County. 
In  his  political  affiliations,  he  is  a  staunch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  his  reli¬ 
gion  he  is  a  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  worthy 
charitable  movements. 


Hon.  JAMES  D.  KINCAID  is  now  serv¬ 
ing  his  third  term  as  ^layor  of  Bowling 
Green,  which  fact  alone  is  a  striking  proof 
of  his  efficiency  as  an  officer  and  his  popularity  as 
a  citizen.  He  has  frecpiently  been  honored  with 
this  responsible  position,  having  been  Mayor  of 
Clarksville  from  1853  to  1855,  and  IMayor  of 
h'rankford  for  two  terms,  or  from  1875  to  1880. 
Of  late  years,  when  not  occupied  in  a  public  ca¬ 
pacity,  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
I)ractice  of  law,  attorney  for  pensions,  and  has 
dealt  to  some  e.xtent  in  real  estate. 

John  Kincaid,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina  in  1806,  but  his  father, 
whose  Christian  name  was  James,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  Colo¬ 
nial  days  and  took  part  in  the  War  for  Inde¬ 
pendence,  a  part  of  the  time  being  stationed  at 
Fort  Charleston.  His  death  occurred  in  South 
Carolina  during  the  first  decade  of  the  century. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Henry,  daughter  of  Captain 
Malcom  Henry,  who  was  also  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  Capt.  Malcom  Henry  came  west  at 
the  close  of  the  war  and  built  a  fort  for  protec¬ 


tion  from  the  Indians  at  Troy,  Lincoln  County, 
Mo.,  this  being  about  1806.  John  Kincaid  at¬ 
tended  a  military  school  in  South  Carolina  and 
graduated  from  that  institution.  About  1822  he 
came  to  this  State,  locating  in  Troy,  and  for  some 
time  lived  with  Capt.  Henry,  his  grandfather. 
Later  he  purchased  a  plantation  on  Big  Creek, 
but  sold  out  at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  moving 
to  Pike  County,  purchased  a  farm  in  Cuivre 
Township,  about  four  miles  from  this  city.  Still 
later  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Bowling  Green  and  carried  on  a  large  trade  until 
1835,  when  he  sold  out  and,  with  several  of  his 
family  and  a  number  of  recruits  whom  he  had 
gathered,  started  to  join  Sam  Houston  in  his  war 
with  the  Mexicans.  Owing  to  various  causes 
they  were  delayed  and  did  not  reach  Texas  until 
the  fall  of  1836,  thus  not  being  in  time  to  assist 
Gen.  Houston  in  his  great  battle,  which  ]\Ir.  Kin¬ 
caid  had  fondly  hoped  to  be  able  to  do.  Gen. 
Houston  gave  his  little  party  foiiy-  of  his  soldiers 
for  protection  as  far  as  Bartrap,  where  a  stockade 
and  block-house  were  built,  for  there  w'ere  seven 
tribes  of  troublesome  Indians  in  the  vicinity. 
AVhen  peace  had  been  restored  Mr.  Kincaid 
bought  a  plantation,  w'hich  he  cultivated  until  his 
death,  in  1840.  He  w’as  a  Jackson  Democrat, 
and  became  as  popular  with  the  people  of  the 
Lone  Star  State  as  he  had  been  in  Missouri.  His 
w’ife,  our  subject’s  mother,  whose  name  was  Caro¬ 
line  Campbell,  was  born  in  1810  in  Kentucky,  be¬ 
ing  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Gooch)  Camp¬ 
bell,  of  Scotch  descent.  Her  father  first  settled  in 
\"irginia,  wdiere  he  conducted  a  large  plantation. 
He  was  a  military  man,  and  served  under  Gen. 
Wayne  in  the  war  wdth  the  Indians,  and  later 
went  to  Kentucky  with  Daniel  Boone.  He  was 
a  relative  of  Alexander  Campbell. 

After  her  husband’s  death  in  Texas,  Mrs.  Kin¬ 
caid  returned  to  Pike  County  with  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family.  In  those  days  the  journey 
was  not  an  easy  one,  for  they  w'ent  by  wagon  to 
Houston,  from  there  to  Galveston  by  steamboat, 
and  then  embarked  inasail  boat  for  New  Orleans. 
The  vessel  drifted  in  the  stormy  weather  which 
ensued  nearly  as  far  as  Cuba,  but  finally  man¬ 
aged  to  gain  the  Delta,  and  were  towed  to  New 
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Orleans,  from  whence  the  little  party  took  a 
steamer  up  the  Mississippi  River.  Mrs.  Kincaid 
afterwards  married  Samuel  Sox,  and  passed  her 
last  years  on  a  farm  in  Audrain  County,  Mo., 
where  she  died  in  October,  1885.  During  her  life 
in  Texas  she  did  not  desire  to  live  in  the  block¬ 
house  at  the  fort,  but  persuaded  her  husband  to 
build  one  on  their  plantation,  and  thither  she  and 
her  children  would  retire  when  the  father  was 
out  fighting  the  Indians.  Both  she  and  her  chil¬ 
dren  were  provided  with  guns  and  ammunition, 
and  were  skillful  in  the  use  of  them.  For  many 
years  she  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

J.  D.  Kincaid  is  one  of  six  children,  the  others 
being;  William,  of  Bowling  Green;  Francis  M., 
deceased;  Jane,  Mrs.  Jrdius  Myers,  of  Middle- 
town,  Mo.;  Eliza,  wife  of  William  Price,  of  Van- 
dalia.  Mo.;  and  Sophia,  deceased,  formerly  the 
wife  of  George  Spheres.  The  birth  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  occurred  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  April  30, 
1830,  and  part  of  his  early  life,  as  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  was  passed  on  the  frontiers  of  Texas 
among  the  Indians.  Upon  his  return  to  Missouri 
he  was  placed  in  the  old  Pike  Academy,  and  upon 
completing  the  course  there  he  studied  law,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Louisiana  in  1865.  Before 
this,  however,  he  had  espoused  the  Confederate 
cause,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  a  company,  being 
mustered  into  Hardee’s  Brigade  with  the  rank  of 
Captain.  He  continued  with  Mr.  Hardee,  who 
was  an  old  friend  of  his  father,  until  after  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Shiloh,  being  principally  on  detached  duty. 
Then  he  fought  in  the  cavalry  under  Gen.  Jack- 
son  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  of  Dresden  was  taken  prisoner. 
Through  the  influence  of  a  cousin  he  was  paroled 
at  Paducah,  and  went  to  visit  friends  in  Illinois. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Kincaid 
engaged  in  the  stock  business  and  in  merchandis¬ 
ing  for  a  few  years,  but  about  1885  gave  up  all 
other  pursuits  in  order  to  give  his  full  attention 
to  his  law  practice.  On  October  20,  1849,  was 
celebrated  his  marriage  with  Martha  A.  Martier. 
Her  father.  Judge  Jamies  M.  Martier,  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  for  many 
years  was  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court.  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Kincaid  have  four  children,  as  follows: 
Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Adams,  of 
Audrain  County,  this  State;  James,  a  physician 
of  Bowling  Green;  Ella  M.,  wife  of  Alexander 
Owens,  of  Louisiana;  and  Julia,  wife  of  William 
F.  Mayhall,  editor  of  the  Bowling  Green  Times. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kincaid  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  are  numbered  among  the 
best  citizens  of  this  place. 


JAMES  E.  LINDSAY  is  a  native-born  citi¬ 
zen  of  Pike  County,  and  since  attaining 
manhood  has  identified  himself  with  its  ex¬ 
tensive  agricultural  and  stock-raising  interests, 
and  for  some  time  prosperously  carried  on  this 
vocation  on  the  old  homestead  in  Buffalo  Town¬ 
ship.  Since  1888,  however,  he  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  on  his  one  hundred  and  twenty  acre  farm 
in  the  same  township,  which  he  is  placing  under 
excellent  tillage. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  C.  Lindsay  and  was  born  in  Pike  County. 
When  establishing  a  home  of  his  own  he  married 
Mildred,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Benning. 

James  E.,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  September 
21,  1861,  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  was  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  a  good  common  school  education.  He 
was  married  November  24,  1889,  iMiss  Cora  E., 
daughter  of  Noah  and  Jane  E.  (Yarnell)  Spears, 
who  was  born  Eebruary  18,  1866.  Their  only 
son  bears  the  name  of  Emmet  R.,  and  was  born 
March  20,  1892.  Mr.  Lindsay  was  about  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age  when  he  began  working  on  the 
railroad  near  New  Mexico.  He  was  employed 
there  for  six  months,  after  which  he  went  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  was  similarly  employed  for  one  summer. 
He  then  returned  to  New  IMexico  in  1879 
for  eight  months  worked  in  the  mica  mines.  His 
next  employment  was  in  the  Good  Hope  mine, 
where  he  received  excellent  wages.  He  then  went 
to  Colorado  and  worked  on  the  railroad  near 
Veta  Pass,  which  is  elevated  fourteen  hundred 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  While  in  charge 
of  the  section  hands  at  this  place  he  received  $65 
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per  month,  and  paid  for  his  board  only  $5  per 
month. 

In  1882  Mr.  Lindsay  returned  to  Pike  County, 
and  for  some  time  thereafter  lived  on  the  old 
homestead.  On  purchasing  the  Grimmitt  farm 
of  forty  acres,  he  made  it  his  home  until  1888, 
when  he  sold  out  and  became  the  owner  of  his 
present  estate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
eighty  of  which  is  under  excellent  tillage.  This 
farm  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  Bowling  Green 
and  Clarksville  road,  and  is  one  of  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  in  the  vicinity.  He  has  carved  out  his 
own  fortune,  and  has  been  successful  in  a  finan¬ 
cial  sense,  and  has  also  secured  for  himself  the 
good  will  of  those  about  him.  He  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


Hon.  LUZERNE  BULKLEY,  who  won 
the  title  of  Captain  in  the  late  Civil  War. 
is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Han¬ 
nibal.  He  gallantly  fought  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  with  which  his  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted,  and  took  part  in  many  important  battles. 
In  1866  he  was  honored  by  being  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  again  in  1870,  be¬ 
ing  a  member  of  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty- 
sixth  General  Assemblies  of  ^Missouri.  A  stanch 
friend  to  education,  he  has  ever  held  up  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  assisted  in  passing  the  law  which 
has  been  of  untold  benefit  to  the  common  schools 
of  this  State.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Banks  and  Corporations  and  of  the  Co- 
mittee  on  Militia.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  business  in  Hannibal 
and  in  1894  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  his 
time  being  occupied  in  performing  the  duties  of 
that  office  and  in  looking  after  his  real  estate. 

Mr.  Bulkley  was  born  i\Iay  25,  1837,  in  Boone 
County,  Ind.  His  grandfather,  Asahel  Bulkley, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1782,  died  in  Macon 
County,  Mo.,  in  1846,  aged  sixty-four  years.  At 
one  time  he  was  part  owner  of  the  Salina  Salt 
Works,  in  the  vicinity  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  a  man  of  considerable  business  ability.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Margaret  O.  Stevens  and  of  their 


union  three  children  were  born,  namely:  Charles 
G.,  Winfield  S.  and  Margaret  O.,  who  married 
Russell  Babcock.  In  1830  the  family  removed  to 
Boone  County,  Ind.,  where  they  remained  about 
nine  years  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1839  they 
came  to  Missouri,  settling  in  Macon  County,  each 
of  the  brothers  buying  a  quarter  section  of  land. 
The  family  traditions  relate  that  two  Bulkley 
brothers  came  from  England  in  colonial  days,  set¬ 
tling  near  New  London,  Conn.,  and  that  one  was 
killed  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  which  was 
brought  to  a  close  in  1763,  and  that  from  the  other 
are  descended  many  persons  of  the  name  now 
residents  of  New  England  and  other  parts  of  the 
United  States. 

Charles  G.  Bulkley,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  1813  and  as  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned  moved  to  Indiana  with  his 
parents  in  1830  and  subsequently  came  to  iMis- 
souri.  In  1847  1’'^  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hannibal,  buying  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
situate  two  and  a-half  miles  south  of  the  city,  and 
here  he  continued  to  dwell  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  20,  1894.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  he  espoused  the  Union  cause,  enlisting  in 
Company  E,  Eleventh  Missouri  State  Cavalry,  be¬ 
ing  made  P'irst  Lieutenant.  He  fought  in  the 
engagement  at  Pierce's  iMill,  Scotland  County, 
Mo.,  July  18,  1862,  and  there  received  two  severe 
wounds,  on  account  of  which  he  was  obliged  to 
resign  in  the  following  October.  In  1835  he  mar¬ 
ried  }^Iary  W.,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Mar}- 
(Williams)  Copeland,  all  natives  of  ^Massachusetts. 
Mrs.  Bulkley  was  born  May  19,  1816,  and  died 
November  7,  1890.  Of  her  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  who  lived  to  grow  up,  Luzerne  is  the 
eldest,  Alfred-  of  this  city  is  the  next  and  then 
follows  Susan  \Y.  (]\Irs.  Thomas  Rollo),  since  de¬ 
ceased;  iMary  L.  (Mrs.  Hodge  Conner)  of  Kansas 
City;  Margaret  O.,  unmarried  and  living  at  home 
with  our  subject;  Calvin  F.,  a  business  man  of 
Hannibal. 

For  three  months  during  the  winters  of  each 
year  Luzerne  Bulkley  attended  the  district  schools 
during  his  boyhood  and  at  last  entered  the  Hanni¬ 
bal  City  Institute.  Y'hen  in  his  twenty-first  year 
he  commenced  teaching  in  the  schools  of  Adair 
and  Ralls  Counties;  he  was  thus  employed  for 
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four  years,  receiving  for  his  services  twenty-five 
dollars  a  month  and  board,  or  thirty  dollars  when 
he  boarded  himself.  He  generally  taught  two 
terms  of  three  months  each  yearly  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  time  tried  to  raise  a  corn  crop,  but 
he  never  had  any  great  love  for  farming. 

January  5,  1862,  our  subject  became  a  member 
of  Company  E,  Eleventh  Missouri  State  Cavalry 
(the  same  in  which  his  father  had  enlisted),  and 
was  given  the  rank  of  Orderly  Sergeant.  June  26, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Captaincy  and 
served  in  different  companies  of  his  regiment, 
which  later  was  consolidated  with  the  Second 
Regiment  of  Missouri  and  thenceforth  known  as 
the  Second  Regiment  of  Missouri.  His  term  of 
service  extended  to  August  12,  1865,  when  he  was 
honorably  mustered  out.  He  saw  service  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  Arkansas,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  and 
took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Pierce’s  Mills,  Kirks- 
ville.  Cape  Girardeau  and  in  numerous  skirmishes 
in  Arkansas  and  Southeastern  Missouri;  at 
Pierce’s  Mills  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  and  was 
laid  up  for  two  months.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
war  he  had  command  of  a  sub-district,  including 
Pemiscot,  Dunklin  and  New  Madrid  Counties, 
with  his  headquarters  at  New  Madrid.  After 
Lee’s  surrender  he  assisted  in  dismantling  the  forts 
at  the  latter  place,  shipping  the  artillery  to  St. 
Louis.  The  regiment  in  which  he  served  was  one 
of  ten  Missouri  Militia  Regiments  which,  by 
special  act  of  Congress  were  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  and  paid  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Capt.  Bulkley  had  a  very  extensive  ac¬ 
quaintance  among  leading  military  officers  of  the 
West,  and  was  Provost  Marshal  for  six  months 
and  member  of  the  General  Court-Martial  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Returning  from  his  army  life  Mr.  Bulkley 
bought  a  farm  in  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  for  three 
or  four  years  was  engaged  in  stock-raising.  In 
1873  he  became  a  resident  of  Hannibal  and,  after 
a  few  years  as  a  grocer  and  drygoods  merchant, 
embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  after  which 
he  was  a  general  contractor  until  1891.  During 
all  this  time  he  superintended  his  farm  more  or 
less,  as  he  still  does,  and  at  present  has  several 
valuable  tracts  of  land  in  this  county  and  some  in 
Adams  County,  Ill. 


June  27,  i860,  Capt.  Bulkley  married  Margaret 
A.  Silver  of  Ralls  County  and  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Daulton)  Silver.  The 
Captain  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  Like  most  of  his  brave  com¬ 
rades  who  fought  for  the  Union,  he  is  liberal  and 
entertains  no  prejudices  against  his  opponents  of 
thirty  years  ago. 


JOHN  R.  TAYLOR,  who  for  about  thirty 
years  was  one  of  the  prominent  agricultur¬ 
ists  of  Marion  County,  moved  into  the  City 
of  Palmyra  in  1894.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  having  been  born  March  6,  1835,  to 
John  E.  and  Rebecca  (Edrington)  Taylor.  John 
E.  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  Taylor,  while 
on  his  mother’s  side  our  subject  is  the  grandson 
of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Bohann)  Edrington. 

John  E.  Taylor  was  born  in  Kentucky  Septem¬ 
ber  23,  1803.  He  remained  in  his  native  place 
until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  removed  to 
Columbus,  that  State,  and  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business.  He  departed  this  life  in  Eebru- 
ary,  1835.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Edrington  at 
Columbus,  Ky.,  June  2,  1827.  This  lady  survived 
him  many  years,  passing  away  in  Marion  County, 
Mo.,  April  20,  1875,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  She 
was  married  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  W. 
K.  Young,  a  Baptist  minister.  He  was  born  in 
England  Eebruary  24,  1800,  and  died  April  18, 
1863. 

There  were  three  children  born  to  John  E.  and 
Rebecca  Taylor,  of  whom  Edmond  J.  was  born 
Eebruary  12,  1831,  in  Fi'ankfort,  Ky.  He  is  still 
living  and  engaged  in  the  distillery  business. 
Eugene  was  born  September  6,  1836.  By  her  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  Mrs.  Taylor  became  the  mother  of 
a  daughter,  Rebecca  A.,  who  was  born  January 
22,  1844,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  F.  A.  Jordan; 
she  makes  her  home  in  Iowa. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  until  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  when  he 
prosecuted  his  studies  in  the  schools  of  Frank¬ 
fort,  Ky.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  he  en¬ 
listed  and  went  to  the  front  as  Captain  in  the 
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Kentucky  Infantry,  participating  in  several  well- 
known  engagements,  and  at  the  Battle  of  Fred- 
ericktown  was  wounded  and  confined  for  some 
time  in  the  hospital.  He  was  later  honorably 
discharged  and  returned  home  to  his  widowed 
mother.  In  1864  he  reaped  his  first  crop  of  grain 
and  the  following  year  came  to  Marion  County 
and  purchased  three  hundred  acres  of  land.  This 
large  tract  he  improved  and  operated  in  a  very 
successful  manner  until  1894,  the  date  of  his  re¬ 
moval  into  the  City  of  Palmyra. 

February  8,  1866,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to 
IMiss  Virginia  Ellis,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
May  (Rogers)  Ellis.  Their  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  six  children,  namely:  John,  born  Eeb- 
ruary  18,  1867;  Edmund  Hanes,  born  IMay  3, 
1869;  Mary,  born  in  1871;  Robert,  born  in  1874; 
Rebecca  E.,  born  October  10,  1876.  In  politics 
our  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  socially  be¬ 
longs  to  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  8,  A.  E.  &  A.  ]\I.  He 
is  a  consistent  Christian  and  holds  membership 
in  the  Baptist  Church. 


JUDGE  GEORGE  S.  LAKE,  at  present  Pro¬ 
bate  Judge  of  Ralls  County,  jMo.,  was  born 
December  4,  1821,  in  Marion  County,  near 
Palmyra,  AIo.,  and  is  the  son  of  Burgess  and 
Sarah  (Schuford)  Lake.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  in  early  life  moved  with  his  par¬ 
ents  to  North  Carolina.  He  was  the  son  of  Daniel 
Lake,  who  was  also  a  native  of  \'irginia  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Burgess  Lake  removed  to 
Missouri  in  1819  and  located  in  Marion  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged 
in  farming.  During  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain  he  enlisted,  but  the  war  closed  before  he 
had  seen  active  service.  Daniel  Lake  was  the 
fatlier  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Burgess  was  tlie 
eldest.  Tile  other  members  of  the  family  were: 
Ballard,  Enoch,  Charles,  Levina,  Thomas,  Law- 
son,  Daniel  and  Nancy. 

Burgess  Lake  pursued  farming  up  to  his  death, 
which  was  in  the  winter  of  1831.  He  had  about 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  under  cultivation.  In 


politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a 
Baptist.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  George  Schuford,  and  was 
of  German  descent.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  died  in  1876.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Nancy,  who  died  young; 
Mary,  who  married  Rev.  John  H.  Keach;  Jeptha, 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Holt;  George  S.,  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Gabriella,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert 
H.  Brown;  Laban;  James  L.,  and  Burgess.  Of 
this  number  Jeptha,  jMrs.  Holt,  Laban  and 
George  S.  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools.  In  the  fall  of  1841  he  was  married  and 
started  in  life  for  himself,  moving  into  Schuyler 
County,  ]Mo.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
erected  a  cabin  and  commenced  farming.  He 
lived  there  five  years  and  then  traded  his  farm 
for  one  in  Marion  County,  Eabius  Township,  and 
moved  onto  it.  He  lived  there  until  1856,  when, 
upon  losing  his  wife,  he  moved  to  Spencer  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  where  he  purchased  an  im¬ 
proved  farm  of  eighty-five  acres.  He  lived  there 
about  four  years  and  then  traded  that  farm  for 
another  in  the  same  township,  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  for  nineteen 
years,  when  he  sold  it  and  removed  to  New  Lon¬ 
don,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  While  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  countr)-  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
County  Court  and  served  eight  years,  being  re¬ 
elected  four  successive  terms.  He  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  in  1890,  and  reelected 
in  the  fall  of  1894,  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term. 

Judge  Lake  was  first  married  September  28, 
1841,  taking  as  his  bride  Alary  Ann  C.  Lear,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Biddle)  Lear. 
She  was  a  native  of  Alarion  County.  By  this 
union  were  born  the  following-named  children: 
John  B.,  a  farmer  living  near  New  London;  Alar- 
tha  G.,  now  the  wife  of  John  R.  Lydick,  living  in 
Shelby  County;  Jeptha  T.,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Spencer  Township;  Richard  H.,  a 
farmer  in  Jasper  Township;  Mary  L.,  now  the 
wife  of  George  V.  Caldwell,  living  in  Spencer 
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Township,  engaged  in  farming;  Sarah,  the  first 
born,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Lake  died  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1855.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Judge  Lake  was  married  the  second  time,  De¬ 
cember  20,  i860,  to  Sarah  W.  Johnson,  who  died 
July  23,  1888.  He  was  again  married  in  April, 
1891,  to  Mrs.  Levina  Lear,  daughter  of  James 
Lear.  The  Judge  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  is  a  Deacon.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  the  same  church.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat.  As  a  citizen  no  man  stands 
higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  than  does 
Judge  Lake,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


ARRISON  RANDOLPH.  This  gentle¬ 
man  is  well  known  as  a  successful  farmer 
of  Cuivre  Township,  Pike  County,  who 
pursues  the  most  approved  methods  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  estate,  keeping  it  above  par  in  its 
improved  and  orderly  appearance,  and  making 
of  it  an  attractive  as  well  as  remunerative  piece  of 
property.  He  is  also  held  in  good  repute  as  an 
honest,  upright  man  and  citizen,  who  contrib¬ 
utes  liberally  of  his  means  toward  all  worthy  en¬ 
terprises. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common  school 
education,  after  which  he  began  working  in  the 
lumber  camps  during  the  winter  season  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  dairy  business  in  the  summer.  When 
twenty-nine  years  of  age,  the  Civil  War  being  in 
progress,  he  became  a  member  of  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-Sixth  New  York  In¬ 
fantry,  which  was  organized  in  Geneva,  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  8,  1862.  A  few  days  later 
his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  and 
August  14th  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Mary¬ 
land  Heights.  They  held  their  position  there  all 
day  long  and  sustained  a  heavy  loss.  During  this 
battle  the  Colonel  of  Company  C  was  shot,  and 
every  commissioned  officer  of  the  company  was 
killed  or  wounded.  On  one  occasion,  when  the 
order  was  given  to  fall  back,  Mr.  Randolph  did 
not  hear  the  command,  and  after  loading  his  mus¬ 


ket  looked  around  to  find  that  the  regiment  had 
disappeared  and  that  he  was  uncomfortably  near 
the  lines  of  the  enemy.  Col.  Miles,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  Union  forces,  after  holding  the 
place  for  three -days,  surrendered.  The  prisoners 
were  then  paroled  and  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  at 
Chicago,  Ill.,  where  they  remained  until  ex¬ 
changed  in  November,  1862.  Our  subject,  who 
was  among  the  number,  immediately  joined  his 
regiment  at  Arlington  Heights,  where  the  soldiers 
suffered  greatly,  there  being  neither  shelter  nor 
food  provided  for  them,  and  the  ground  at  the  time 
being  covered  with  snow.  From  that  place  they 
were  ordered  to  Centerville,  Va.,  where  they  were 
assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Han¬ 
cock.  Winter  quarters  were  at  once  constructed, 
and  during  their  stay  there  Mr.  Randolph  did 
both  picket  and  guard  duty. 

In  the  spring  of  1863  occurred  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  which  was  soon  followed  by  the 
engagement  at  Gettysburg,  July  ist,  2d  and  3d, 
in  both  of  which  conflicts  our  subject  participated. 
He  was  captured  by  the  enemy  during  the  last 
engagement  and,  being  taken  to  the  rear  of  their 
lines,  was  being  hurried  along  after  night  when 
an  opportunity  presented  itself  whereby  he  made 
his  escape.  The  next  morning  he  found  a  cherry 
tree  laden  with  ripe  fruit,  and  he  needed  no  urg¬ 
ing  to  climb  it  and  satisfy  his  hunger,  for  he  had 
been  without  food  for  many  hours.  He  worked 
his  way  through  woods  and  fields,  avoiding  the 
Rebel  pickets,  to  Baltimore,  and  later  joined  his 
regiment.  The  next  battle  m  which  he  engaged 
was  Bristol  Station,  which  was  the  last  battle  for 
the  summer.  The  regiment  then  went  into  winter 
quarters  near  the  Rappahannock  River,  and  the 
following  ]\Iarch  Mr.  Randolph  was  one  of  ten 
men  who  volunteered  to  serve  as  provost  guard 
at  Gen.  Hancock’s  headquarters.  His  next  ex¬ 
perience  was  in  the  noted  Battle  of  the  Wilder¬ 
ness,  the  terrors  of  which  no  one  who  was  not 
an  eye  witness  could  picture.  This  was  followed 
by  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor;  later  the  engage¬ 
ment  on  North  and  South  Rivers,  when  the 
Union  forces  crossed  the  James  River,  and  on 
June  18  occurred  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  the 
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battles  of  Mine  Run  and  W'eldon  Railroad.  July 
30th  they  quartered  for  the  winter  at  Petersburg, 
in  trenches  built  around  the  city.  April  3d  of  the 
following  year  they  took  possession  of  the  city, 
and  they  immediately  moved  out  after  Gen.  Lee’s 
retreating  army.  Mr.  Randolph  was  present  at 
the  battle  of  Appomattox  Court  House,  when  the 
Confederate  Army  surrendered  to  Gen.  Grant. 
April  9,  1865,  he  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington.  During  the  entire  war  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member  was 
never  defeated.  At  Gettysburg  they  lost  their 
Colonel  and  three  Captains  of  Company  C  were 
killed.  Out  of  sixty  men  who  reported  for  duty 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  only  twenty-five  an¬ 
swered  to  their  names  at  the  final  roll  call,  nine 
being  killed  and  twenty-six  wounded.  The  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-Sixth  New  York  Infantry 
numbered  eighty  men  all  told,  and  when  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  mustered  out,  after  all  detailed  men  and 
convalescents  were  accounted  for,  it  numbered 
two  hundrd  and  twenty-one  men  who  were  mus¬ 
tered  out  of  sendee  at  Arlington  Heights  and 
discharged  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1865. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  July 
27,  1856,  was  ]^[iss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sylves¬ 
ter  and  Hannah  (Jones)  Kelsey,  of  Tioga  County, 
X.  Y.,  where  her  father  was  a  prominent  lumber¬ 
man.  The  Kelsey  family  included  the  following- 
named  children:  Selah,  who  came  to  Pike  County, 
this  State,  in  1868,  was  a  lumberman  and  con¬ 
tractor;  he  married  Hannah  Randolph,  and  is  at 
present  living  at  Louisiana.  Rachel  married 
Charles  Randolph,  and  they  make  their  home  in 
Tioga  County,  Pa.,  where  her  husband  is  also  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  lumberman;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  the  next  born;  then  followed  Felix, 
Walter,  Lois  and  Samuel. 

The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  Charles,  whose  birth  occurred  December  20, 
1858;  he  is  a  farmer  and  owns,  in  partnership  with 
Harry  Dougherty,  a  quarter  section  of  land  hi 
Cuivre  Township,  this  county;  Harriet  S.  was 
born  August  8,  i860,  and  married  Capt.  Hedges 
January  17,  1888,  and  their  children  are  Bernie, 
Bessie  and  Blaine;  Bertha  was  born  May  2,  1874, 
and  resides  at  home  with  her  parents. 


The  father  of  our  subject,  Clayton  W.  Ran¬ 
dolph,  was  born  in  \drginia,  but  spent  his  early 
life  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  but  gave  a  great  deal  01  attention  to 
the  business  of  a  dairyman.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Ufford,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah 
Ufford,  and  became  the  parent  of  the  following 
children,  viz:  Sarah  A.,  Charles,  Harrison,  Ame¬ 
lia,  Hannah,  !Mary,  Electa,  Joab,  Lottie  and 
Luke. 


EORGE  EDWARD  EMERSON  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Bowling  Green, 
Pike  County.  He  became  a  resident  of 
this  place  in  April,  1892,  when  he  opened  a  livery 
business,  and  he  now  has  an  e.xtensive  establish¬ 
ment.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  carriages  and 
coaches  and  keeps  a  good  grade  of  driving 
horses  and  roadsters.  He  has  prospered  in  his 
business  undertakings,  and  still  owns  an  interest 
in  the  large  stock  farm  which  he  fomierly  man¬ 
aged. 

Mr.  Emerson  was  born  in  Buffalo  Township, 
Pike  County,  IMo.,  January  14,  1854,  and  is  a  son 
of  Edward  D.  and  Catherine  (Peay)  Emerson. 
The  former  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  and  one 
of  its  pioneers.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  July  12, 
1824,  and  from  boyhood  he  was  reared  to  farm 
life.  His  property  was  at  first  located  in  Buffalo 
Township,  and  there  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1864,  when  he  moved  to  Ashley  Township,  where 
his  son,  Luke,  now  owns  a  stock  farm.  He  has 
been  a  staunch  Republican  ever  since  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  party,  and  is  a  man  who  is  thoroughly 
respected  by  all.  His  wife  was  born  in  Virginia, 
being  a  daughter  of  George  W'’.  and  Matilda 
(Martin)  Peay.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  always  present  at  the 
regular  services  whenever  it  was  possible.  She 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  close  of  a  happy 
and  useful  life  June  3,  1884.  Our  subject’s  grand¬ 
father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Virginia,  emi¬ 
grated  with  his  family  to  ^Missouri  in  1814,  set¬ 
tling  on  land  lying  along  Buffalo  Creek,  in  Pike 
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County,  where  he  continued  to  manage  a  farm 
until  shortly  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
1853.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza¬ 
beth  Downs,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Pike 
County. 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  E.  D.  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Emerson,  our  subject  is  the  second  in  order 
of  birth.  His  elder  sister,  Lizzie,  is  the  wife  of 
Capt.  John  W.  Hendrick,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  others  are;  Luke, 
before  mentioned;  Molly,  deceased;  Anna,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Douglas,  who  died  in 
1882;  Eannie,  also  making  her  home  in  Des 
Moines;  and  James,  a  stock-raiser.  The  early 
life  of  George  E.  Emerson  was  spent  on  his 
father’s  homestead  in  Buffalo  Township.  Thence 
he  moved  with  the  family  to  Ashley  Township 
and  obtained  his  elementary  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Eor  some 
years  he  devoted  himself  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  in  both  of  which  he  was  successful. 

January  21,  1880,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Air. 
Emerson  and  Laura  B.  Easton.  Her  parents, 
Rufus  and  Nancy  (Irvine)  Easton,  were  old  set¬ 
tlers  of  Pike  County.  Mr.  Easton  is  still  living, 
but  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1880.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two  sons,  Adol¬ 
phus  and  Druien  P.  In  his  political  inclinations 
Mr.  Emerson  is  a  Republican  of  no  uncertain 
stamp.  In  manner  he  is  quiet  and  unassuming, 
and  is  esteemed  by  those  who  know  him  best  to 
be  worthy  of  all  confidence  and  respect. 


JOSEPH  H.  McPHEETERS.  This  promi¬ 
nent  old  pioneer  of  Marion  County,  who  is 
now  residing  in  the  City  of  Palmyra,  was 
born  in  Payette  County,  Ky.,  January  3,  1818. 
He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Nancy  (Bowman) 
McPheeters,  the  former  of  whom  had  his  birth  in 
Virginia.  He  was  well-to-do  in  this  world’s  goods 
and  passed  his  entire  life  in  cultivating  the  soil. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  three  times  mar¬ 
ried,  His  first  union  occurred  with  a  Miss  Gam¬ 
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ble,  who  died  three  weeks  after  her  marriage.  He 
later  married  a  Miss  Wardlaw,  who,  on  her  death, 
left  three  children:  Addison,  who  died  in  Illi¬ 
nois;  Alargaret  and  Alartha.  William  Mc¬ 
Pheeters  was  then  married  to  Miss  Bowman  and 
to  them  were  born  six  children,  those  besides  our 
subject  being  John,  William  G.,  Charles,  Jacob 
B.,  James  S.,  all  deceased. 

In  1795  William  AlcPheeters  emigrated  from 
Virginia  to  Kentucky,  where  he  took  up  land 
and  lived  until  1838.  That  year  he  moved  from 
Fayette  to  Warren  County,  Ky.,  and  in  1830  made 
his  advent  into  Boone  County,  Mo.  Here  he 
also  entered  a  tract  of  land,  but  did  not  make  his 
home  on  it  longer  than  a  twelvemonth,  when  he 
came  to  Marion  County  and  purchased  a  quar¬ 
ter  section  of  excellent  land,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  decease. 

When  old  enough  our  subject  aided  in  the  work 
of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  new  farm.  His 
education  was  very  limited,  as  there  were  no 
schools  in  the  county  at  that  time  and  he  was 
permitted  to  attend  but  a  short  time  in  his  native 
State.  He  Vv^as  very  ambitious  to  start  in  business 
for  himself  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  had  a  one- 
third  interest  in  a  Avater,  saw  and  grist-mill,  in 
which  work  he  continued  for  about  eight  years, 
meeting  with  signal  success.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  married  (on  the  21st  of  December,  1838)  to 
Ann  W.  Redd,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Bul¬ 
lock)  Redd. 

In  1842  our  subject  disposed  of  his  milling 
interests  and  came  to  Marion  County,  where  he 
rented  a  tract  of  ninety  acres  and  for  five  years  was 
engaged  in  its  operation.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  acres,  on  which  he  moved  Avith 
his  family  and  worked  the  same  until  1857.  That 
year  he  retired  from  farm  Avork  and  moved  into 
Palmyra,  in  Avhich  place  he  established  a  lumber 
business  in  company  Avith  his  son,  James  R.  They 
continued  in  this  but  two  years,  Avhen  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Pheeters  purchased  a  tract  of  prairie  land,  on 
Avhich  he  made  his  home  for  a  tAvelvemonth ;  then 
selling  it,  he  became  the  proprietor  of  another 
farm,  but  in  1844  returned  to  his  former  pur¬ 
chase.  After  one  year,  or  in  1845,  he  Avent  into 
partnership  Avith  his  father-in-law  and  for  some 
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time  worked  a  two-liundred-and-forty-acre  tract 
on  shares. 

The  next  venture  of  our  subject  was  in  tlie  ' 
"rocery  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  ' 
the  opening  of  the  late  war.  During  the  trying 
times  which  followed  his  property  was  destroyed 
by  invaders  and  he  was  arrested  time  and  again.  | 
On  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr.  McPheeters  1 
occupied  his  time  in  putting  up  mill  machines, 
but  since  1872  has  been  retired  from  business  of 
any  kind.  He  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  iMarch,  | 
1873,  when  his  wife  was  called  away.  His  only  j 
son  and  child,  James,  was  born  September  10,  j 
1838,  and  died  in  the  army. 

In  politics  Mr.  McPheeters  is  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  Democratic  principles  and  candidates. 
In  religious  affairs  he  is  one  of  the  valued  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  body 
he  has  been  connected  for  many  years.  He  is 
highly  respected  in  this  community,  and  indeed 
all  over  the  county,  for  he  is  widely  known. 


JAMES  W.  TALIAFERRO  is  a  leading- 
dentist  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  enjoys  a  good 
practice.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city 
since  December  24,  1886,  and  in  the  meantime  has 
gained  a  desirable  reputation  in  his  chosen  field  of 
work.  He  took  up  the  study  of  dentistry  with 
Dr.  Llewellyn  of  Saverton,  iMo.,  and  for  four  win¬ 
ters  was  thus  employed,  his  summers  being  spent 
in  farming.  Coming  to  Hannibal  in  18 — ,  he 
spent  six  months  with  Dr.  Stockton,  soon  after 
which  he  commenced  practice,  and  for  three  years 
traveled  between  stated  points,  treating  patients 
at  certain  specified  times.  Opening  an  office  at 
Louisiana,  Mo.,  he  spent  two  years  there,  then 
for  two  years  was  located  at  Elsbury,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Louisiana  and  remained  there  two 
)-ears  more.  In  this  way  he  obtained  wide  ex¬ 
perience  before  coming  to  Hannibal  and  has  been 
uniformly  successful. 

The  doctor’s  grandfather,  a  native  of  Italy,  set¬ 
tled  in  \'irginia,  where  he  married  a  lady  of  Irish 
descent.  The  name  was  originally  spelled  Tag- 
liaferro,  but  the  “g”  was  dropped  to  simplify 


and  facilitate  pronunciation.  Grandfather  Talia¬ 
ferro  was  a  man  of  ver\'  small  stature,  not  more 
than  five  feet  in  height,  and  his  descendants  have, 
in  most  cases,  been  below  medium  height.  About 
1835  he  moved  to  Missouri,  settling  on  Grassy 
Creek,  near  Louisiana,  where  he  bought  a  small 
farm.  He  was  a  great  hunter,  as  were  also  some 
of  his  sons,  notably  M.,  who  killed  one  of  the 
largest  bears  ever  found  in  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  grandfather’s  family  comprised  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  most  of  whom  settled  in 
Missouri.  He  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  of 
age,  dying  about  1859.  His  wife,  who  sur\dved 
him  a  few  years,  also  attained  an  extreme  old  age. 

Charles,  father  of  James  W.,  was  born  in  \’ir- 
ginia  and  died  when  in  his  eighty-third  year.  He 
was  a  cabinetmaker  and  tanner  by  trade  and  for 
several  years  conducted  a  tannery  in  company 
with  his  brother  John  at  Ashley.  During  the 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army,  under 
Capt.  John  Herring.  His  son  Philip  (a  child  of 
his  first  marriage)  served  throughout  the  war  on 
the  Southern  side  and  now  resides  at  Leland, 
Miss.  James  W.  is  a  son  of  his  marriage  with 
Winifred  iMartin,  a  native  of  Louisiana,  Mo.,  and 
daughter  of  Judge  Tyra,  an  old  settler  of  this 
State,  who  died  in  California  in  1849.  James  W. 
has  three  sisters,  namely:  Mrs.  Henrietta  Bress- 
ler,  Marv-  J.  (wife  of  Edmond  Cheatham)  and  Ada 
Butter  (Mrs.  William  P.  Gilbert).  The  only 
brother  is  Charles  H. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  October  25, 
1852,  and  he  received  but  meager  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  on  account  of  the  unsettled  condition  of 
things  during  and  preceding  the  war.  He  re¬ 
mained  on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Huntsville,  Texas, 
and  learned  the  saddler’s  trade  with  his  uncle ;  he 
was  very  apt  as  a  pupil  and  completed  his  appren¬ 
ticeship  in  a  year.  Next  he  was  for  six  months 
a  guard  at  the  Texas  Penitentiary.  In  the  fall  of 
1871  he  returned  home  and  sufifered  for  some  time 
with  malaria  contracted  in  the  South. 

March  26,  1S90,  ]\Ir.  Taliaferro  married  Miss 
B.  M..  daughter  of  Benjamin  iM.  and  IMartha  (Lee) 
Briggs  of  this  city.  The  young  couple  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  whom  the}'  have  named  Mar¬ 
guerite  C.  Religiously  he  is  identified  with  the 
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Missionary  Baptist  Church,  while  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Southern  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tion.  Fraternally  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  in  which  he  has  held  several  offices.  He 
is  also  connected  with  the  Triple  Alliance,  and 
was  First  Patriarch  in  the  lodge  here.  His  po¬ 
litical  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 


CREAD  T.  GRIMMETT,  engaged  in 
farming  in  Hartford  Township,  Pike 
County,  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  having 
been  born  in  Eranklin  County,  June  21,  1831. 
His  parents  were  Josiah  and  Susan  (Thomas) 
Grimmett,  the  former  of  whom  was  also  a  native 
of  the  above  county,  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
was  born  September  6,  1806.  He  was  in  turn  the 
son  of  Nicholas  and  Margaret  (Cox)  Grimmett. 
The  father  of  Nicholas  was  born  in  Scotland, 
whence  he  came  to  America  when  a  young  man 
and  located  in  Virginia.  He  later  moved  to  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  located  on  the  Erench  Broad  River. 
He  was  there  only  a  short  time  when  he  returned 
to  Virginia  and  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his 
life  engaged  in  farming. 

Grandfather  Nicholas  Grimmett  lived  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  after  his  marriage  with  Miss  Cox,  until  the 
War  of  1812,  when  he  enlisted  and  was  stationed 
at  Norfolk,  that  State.  On  his  return  home  from 
the  field  of  battle  he  continued  to  reside  there 
until  1833,  when  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  where  his  death  occurred 
about  1858.  He  became  the  parent  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Josiah;  Ona,  Mrs.  Elijah  DeHart, 
lived  and  died  in  Virginia,  where  her  husband  was 
a  farmer  and  school  teacher;  James  made  his 
home  in  Pike  County,  this  State,  until  his  de¬ 
cease  in  i860;  Sarah  became  Mrs.  William  G. 
Gooch  and  spent  the  years  of  her  married  life  in 
Linn  County,  Mo.;  John  lived  and  died  in  Pike 
County,  engaged  in  farming;  Samuel  left  Vir¬ 
ginia  for  Texas  about  1834,  and  during  the  con¬ 
flict  between  that  State  and  Mexico  aided  the  for¬ 
mer  to  gain  independence.  He  served  as  Sheriff 
of  his  county  for  some  years,  and  was  shot  and 


killed  while  discharging  his  duties  as  such.  Mar¬ 
garet  Grimmett  married  Sanford  Jewell,  who  is 
now  deceased;  she  makes  her  home  in  this 
county.  Phebe  married  Robert  Price,  and  since 
the  death  of  her  husband  she  makes  her  abode 
with  her  sister  Margaret;  Martha  married  Harvey 
Fry,  and  both  are  deceased;  Josiah  married 
Susan  Thomas,  in  Virginia,  and  in  December, 
1831,  emigrated  to  this  State  and  county,  where 
he  entered  a  tract  of  land  near  Louisiana  and 
made  it  his  home  for  about  seven  years.  He  then 
sold  out  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Hartford  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  July  31,  1869.  His  wife  was  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  1813,  and  was  of  English  ancestry.  She 
died  in  this  county  in  March,  1844. 

To  Josiah  and  Susan  (Thomas)  Grimmett 
there  were' born  six  children,  viz:  Cread  T.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  born  June  21,  1831;  Mar¬ 
garet,  March  16,  1833;  Samuel,  in  October,  1835; 
America,  November  23,  1837;  Nicholas,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1840;  and  James  B.,  June  23,  1842.  Mar¬ 
garet  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Gilland,  a 
farmer  of  Lincoln  County,  this  State,  where  she 
died  in  January,  1880.  Samuel  lived  at  home 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  volun¬ 
teered  in  the  State  Militia  and  served  his  coun¬ 
try  about  six  months.  He  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Ashley,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the 
hand  and  hip.  After  the  war  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Angeline  Linsey  and  located  in  Lincoln 
County,  where  he  is  now  living.  America  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Thomas,  and  makes  her  home  also  in 
Lincoln  County,  where  her  husband  is  a  well- 
to-do  agriculturist.  Nicholas  volunteered  his 
services  in  the  late  war  and  served  under  Gen. 
Price.  He  fought  in  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
Mo.,  soon  after  which  he  was  taken  sick  and  re¬ 
turned  home,  in  the  winter  of  1862.  In  1866  he 
made  a  trip  to  Central  America,  but  returning 
home  the  following  year,  died  in  April.  James 
served  also  in  the  State  troops  during  the  Civil 
"War,  but  a  year  thereafter  volunteered  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  States  troops  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Ashley  and  another  conflict  which 
took  place  near  the  City  of  Jefferson.  After  this 
he  Avas  sent  with  his  regiment  to  New  Orleans, 
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La.,  and  aided  in  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  Fort 
and  also  Fort  Blakel)’.  He  was  with  his  com¬ 
pany  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  when  the  war  closed, 
and  on  being  discharged  returned  home.  He 
was  later  married  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Xunn,  and  they  are  at  present  residing 
on  the  old  homestead  of  her  parents. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  Missouri 
with  his  parents  when  a  boy  and  made  his  home 
with  his  father  and  mother  until  his  marriage, 
December  15,  1853,  with  Miss  Melissa  Lovelace. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  the  home  larm  for 
three  years  thereafter,  when  he  purchasd  a  saw¬ 
mill  on  Indian  Creek,  which  he  operated  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  late  war.  He  volunteered  his 
services  as  a  member  of  the  Home  Guards  and 
served  about  two  years,  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Ashley,  where  he  was  wounded  in 'the  face. 

On  the  establishment  of  peace  our  subject 
again  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  which  he 
has  continued  ever  since,  in  connection  with  his 
farming  interests.  His  landed  possessions  com¬ 
prise  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  which  are  well- 
cultivated,  and  yield  him  a  good  income.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Grimmett  there  have  been  born  four 
children,  namely:  Virginia,  September  12,  1854; 
Emma,  March  5,  1859;  John,  January  14,  1862; 
and  Clark,  December  8,  1867.  The  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter  completed  her  education  at  Olney,  and  was 
afterward  married  to  George  Anson,  January  4, 
1876.  She  is  now  living  in  Bowling  Green,  Mo., 
where  her  husband  carries  on  the  combined  oc¬ 
cupations  of  farmer  and  butcher;  Emma  died 
April  II,  1879;  John  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  when  attaining  mature  years 
was  married  to  iMiss  ]\Iary  Todd. 


!Mrs.  Melissa  Grimmett  is  the  daughter  of  Bar¬ 
nett  and  Elizabeth  (Orr)  Lovelace,  of  English 
and  Scotch  ancestry.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
^Maryland,  whence  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Xorth  Carolina  when  a  boy.  In  that  State  he  was 
married  to  !Miss  Orr,  May  24,  1821.  Six  years 
later  they  emigrated  to  ^Missouri,  settling  near 
Indian  Creek  Church,  in  Hartford  Township, 
where  they  lived  and  died.  There  were  born  to 
them  ten  children,  viz:  James,  born  April  3, 
1822;  Robert,  April  9,  1824;  Calvin,  Xovember 
28,  1825;  ^lelissa,  June  i,  1828;  Samuel,  March 
6,  1830;  Philip,  ^larch  8,  1832;  Isaac,  December 
13,  1833;  Mary,  January  30,  1837;  Eliza,  January 
5,  1839;  and  Daniel,  Xovember  4,  1842.  Of  this 
large  family  two  died  in  infancy.  Calvin  served 
during  the  late  war  in  the  Union  Army;  he  mar¬ 
ried  Xancy  Sheets,  July  2,  1854,  and  on  her 
death,  in  1864,  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Stew¬ 
art.  He  then  made  his  home  in  Southwest  !Mis- 
souri,  but  about  a  year  ago  moved  to  Ohio.  Sam¬ 
uel  Lovelace  married  Delilah  Love,  ]\Iay  8,  1853  ; 
he  is  farming  in  Hartford  Township,  this  county. 
Philip  married  Minerv'a  Sheets,  Eebruary  22, 
1863,  and  died  October  23,  1880;  he  was  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade.  Isaac  served  in  the  Union  Army 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Guards,  and  on  the  close 
of  the  war  married  Salena  Cobb;  he  is  a  tinner 
now  living  in  Willsville,  Mo.  Mary,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Lovell,  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Lincoln  County. 
Eliza  became  Mrs.  Patrick  Carv'er,  and  makes  her 
home  on  a  good  property  in  Benton  County,  ]\Io. 
Daniel  died  August  i,  1846.  The  Lovelact  fam¬ 
ily  were  Mliigs  in  politics,  and  its  various  mem¬ 
bers  were  identified  with  the  Cumberland  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 
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George  bird.  Prominent  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  Ralls  County  is  this 
worthy  old  settler,  who  is  now  living  in 
Saline  Township,  his  home  being  on  Section  32. 
During  the  war  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his 
homestead,  which  at  present  consists  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-four  acres,  well  adapted  for  general 
farming. 

Joseph,  father  of  George  Bird,  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  farming 
and  transporting  merchandise  from  Louisville, 
Ky.,  to  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  had  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Hardin  County,  Ky.,  at  an  early  day, 
and  in  that  locality  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  There  his  marriage  with  Rachel  Cregar  was 
celebrated,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  George,  Mary,  wife  of  Daniel  Young, 
an  extensive  farmer  and  merchant  of  Mead 
County,  Ky.;  Letitia,  deceased,  wife  of  Martin 
McNeely,  also  deceased;  and  Tabitha,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Bilen,  and  resides  in  Mead  County,  Ky. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1887,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  and  his  wife,  a  native  of  Mary¬ 
land,  died  in  1885,  when  in  her  seventy-third 
year. 

George  Bird  was  born  in  Hardin  County,  Ky., 
April  2,  1819.  His  boyhood  was  passed  on  his 
father’s  farm,  his  time  being  spent  in  giving  such 
assistance  as  was  in  his  power  in  the  management 
of  the  place,  and  during  the  winter  he  attended 
the  district  schools.  He  remained  under  the  par¬ 
ental  roof  until  reaching  his  eighteenth  year, 
when  he  set  forth  to  make  his  own  fortune.  Going 
to  Elizabethtown,  he  was  variously  employed 
there  and  in  the  surrounding  country  for  the  next 
five  years.  He  won  the  reputation  of  being  the 
best  rail-splitter  in  the  State,  and  in  his  active 


years  has  cut  more  than  enough  rails  to  fence 
Ralls  County.  He  was  always  of  an  energetic, 
industrious  disposition,  and  was  never  afraid  of 
work,  even  of  the  hardest  kind.  In  1841  he  went 
to  Mead  County,  Ky.,  and  for  six  years  engaged 
in  farming,  also  running  the  engine  in  the  fac¬ 
tory  at  Gray  Hampton.  It  was  in  1855  that  he 
decided  to  come  to  Missouri,  and  arriving  in  this 
county  he  rented  a  farm  near  Sidney  for  some 
three  years.  Then  he  purchased  a  place  consist¬ 
ing  of  thirty  acres,  and  lived  thereon  until  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war.  In  his  youth  he  was  de¬ 
cidedly  handicapped,  as  his  father  suffered  greatly 
with  the  rheumatism,  and  he  was  thus  the  main, 
dependence  of  the  family. 

In  his  native  county  Mr.  Bird  was  married  in 
1844  to  Juliana  Hager,  who  was  born  in  Breck- 
enridge  County,  Ky.,  in  1827.  Her  parents,  John 
and  Annie  Hager,  were  also  Kentuckians,  the 
father  being  a  farmer  and  stockraiser. 

Eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
came  to  bless  the  hearthstone  of  our  subject  and 
wife.  The  sons,  Harris,  Robert,  George  and  Joe, 
are  all  enterprising  and  successful  young  farmers 
of  this  county;  Juliet  married  Stephen  Tremble, 
a  farmer  of  this  region;  Alice  wedded  O.  B.  Nor¬ 
ris,  who  owns  a  well-improved  farm  in  Ralls 
County;  Polly  became  tbe  wife  of  Joe  Crigbaum, 
a  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  and  has  since  been 
called  to  the  silent  land;  Annie,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  is  also  deceased. 

As  becomes  a  good  citizen,  IMr.  Bird  takes  a 
laudable  interest  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  community  in  which  he  dwells, 
uses  his  influence  on  behalf  of  good  educational 
advantages  for  the  young,  and  is  thoroughly  in 
accord  with  works  of  progress.  In  his  political 
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faith  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  Religiously, 
he  is  not  identified  with  any  church  organization, 
but  has  a  high  standard  of  morals,  and  a  keen 
realization  of  his  duty  toward  his  fellow  men. 


PARKS  L.  KABLER,  M.  D.,  of  Hannibal,  is 
one  of  the  ablest  and  best  known  physicians 
of  this  section.  He  opened  an  office  here 
in  1891  and  has  since  found  his  time  fully  occu¬ 
pied  in  meeting  the  demands  of  his  large  clientage, 
among  whom  are  numbered  many  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  place.  He  is  local  Surgeon  for  the 
C.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.,  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.,  and  the 
St.  L.,  K.  &  N.-W..  On  account  of  his  many 
pressing  duties  he  was  recently  obliged  to  decline 
the  appointment  of  Physician  to  the  State  Insane 
Asylum  at  Fulton,  Mo.,  which  assignment  was 
made  by  Gov.  Francis. 

The  doctor’s  great-grandfather,  Frederick  Kab- 
ler,  was  a  relative  of  Gen.  Kabler,  who  won  fame 
in  the  German  Army,  and  emigrating  to  America 
was  an  extensive  planter  in  Campbell  County, 
Va.  His  son,  Nicholas  N.,  the  next  in  line  of 
descent,  was  a  Methodist  minister  in  the  same 
county,  but  in  1830,  came  to  what  is  now  Warren 
County,  IMo.,  where  he  settled  permanently;  his 
wife  was  Sallie  Golden.  Three  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  name¬ 
ly:  William  A.,  Charles  N.,  now  of  California; 
Parks,  who  died  in  early  manhood;  Ellen,  who 
married  Capt.  William  McMurtrie  of  St.  Louis; 
Anna,  who  was  first  married  to  William  Poin¬ 
dexter  and  afterward  to  William  A.  Smith,  an 
officer  on  a  line  of  steamers  running  between 
New  York  and  Liverpool.  Nicholas  N.  Kabler, 
the  father,  died  soon  after  coming  to  this  State  in 
1834. 

William  A.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Campbell,  County,  Va.,  April  3,  1823,  and  after 
coming  west  was  a  clerk  on  a  steamboat  plying 
between  St.  Louis  and  the  Yellowstone  River; 
this  was  about  1849.  He  became  well  acquainted 
with  Indian  customs  and  had  great  influence 
among  the  red  men.  A  man  very  fond  of  hunting, 
he  killed  upward  of  one  thousand  deer  and  many 


bears  and  wolves.  After  leaving  the  steamboat 
service  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  continuing 
in  business  at  Pauldingsville,  Mo.,  until  the  war 
came  on,  but  during  that  period  suffered  severe 
financial  losses.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Lincoln 
County,  ]\Io.,  and  is  esteemed  one  of  the  best  citi¬ 
zens  of  that  locality.  In  1844  he  married  Jane, 
daughter  of  James  and  IMary'  (Sharp)  Pendleton; 
she  is  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  member  of  the 
same  family  as  the  late  Senator  George  H.  Pen¬ 
dleton  of  Ohio.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  ]\Irs.  Kabler,  all  but  two  living  to  maturity: 
Robert  J.,  now  a  resident  of  Troy,  Mo.;  Elvira, 
the  deceased  wife  of  C.  C.  Archer;  Victoria  (Mrs. 
H.  W.  Ober),  of  Lincoln  County;  Fannie,  wife 
of  T.  C.  Arnold  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Isabel, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Parks  L. 
completes  the  family. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  January  28, 
1853,  in  St.  Charles  County,  and  until  he  was  sev¬ 
enteen  years  of  age  he  lived  on  his  father’s  farm, 
receiving  the  benefits  of  a  district-school  educa¬ 
tion.  Then  taking  up  the  study  of  telegraphy  he 
took  charge  of  the  station  at  Wright  City,  Mo., 
for  the  Wabash  R.  R.,  remaining  there  five  years. 
During  his  leisure  moments  he  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine,  thus  preparing  himself  for  college, 
and  in  1879  was  graduated  from  the  Missouri 
Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  had  taken 
the  necessary  lectures.  For  the  next  eight  years 
he  was  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  War¬ 
ren  and  Lincoln  Counties,  but  in  1888  he  became 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Hannibal  “jMorning 
Journal,”  and  held  the  position  of  business  man¬ 
ager  of  that  paper  for  two  years.  Then  resuming 
his  professional  work,  he  took  a  course  in  the 
New  York  Post-graduate  School  of  Medicine  in 
the  spring  of  1891,  on  finishing  which  he  decided 
to  locate  in  Hannibal.  He  is  Chief  Medical  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  O.  of  the  T.  A.,  and  a  member  of  the 
iMissouri  State  and  the  Marion  County  Medical 
Societies;  he  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
United  States  Pension  Examiners  of  the  First 
Congressional  District. 

May  25,  1882,  Dr.  Kabler  married  Rose  M. 
Knott,  who  died  in  1890,  leaving  two  children: 
Wauneta  and  Fannie.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
William  J.  Knott,  now  Assistant  Secretary  of 
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State  and  a  resident  of  Jefferson  City.  In  1892 
the  doctor  married  Betty  M.,  daughter  of  Richard 
Miller  (deceased),  formerly  of  Rocheport,  Mo. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  ac¬ 
tive  in  all  kinds  of  charitable  work. 

Our  subject  still  retains  an  interest  in  the 
“Morning  Journal”  of  this  city  and  is  President 
of  the  company  which  publishes  the  same.  In  this 
line  he  has  been  very  successful  and  has  directed 
the  policy  of  the  “Journal”  in  an  able  manner, 
bringing  its  influence  to  bear,  among  other  things, 
upon  the  C|uestion  of  street  paving,  sewerage  and 
electric  lighting,  and  largely  owing  to  the  “Jour¬ 
nal’s”  stand  on  these  subjects  are  the  present  ex¬ 
cellent  systems  now  in  vogue.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  a  Democrat,  but  is  perfectly  fair  in 
his  treatment  of  his  opponents.  Dr.  Kabler  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  Pauldingsville 
Lodge  No.  1 1,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Hannibal. 


Hon.  D.  HOWELL  SHIELDS,  M.  D. 
Among  the  distinguished  citizens  of  Han¬ 
nibal  is  this  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  its 
best  representatives.  In  1885  he  was  honored  by 
being  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  repre¬ 
sent  Marion  County  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
this  not  only  without  his  seeking,  but  even  during 
his  absence,  for  he  was  nominated  while  in  Canada 
and  at  election  time  was  in  St.  Louis.  His  serv¬ 
ices  in  the  House  were  notable  and  among  the 
results  accruing  to  the  advantage  of  this  city  was 
the  bill  passed  during  that  session  authorizing  the 
building  of  a  Court-House  in  the  City  of  Hanni¬ 
bal.  The  doctor  was  the  author  of  the  bill  that 
empowered  the  city  to  pave  the  streets  and  alleys 
and  to  build  sewers,  and  as  its  outcome  we  now 
have  the  handsome  Broadway  and  other  leading 
downtown  streets  and  the  present  thorough  sewer 
system.  From  1880  to  1884  he  was  in  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  Department  of  the  United  States 
Senate,  and  for  six  years,  beginning  with  1884, 
was  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central 
Committee,  and  for  six  years  prior  was  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  same  body. 


His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Martha  (How¬ 
ell)  Shields,  the  former  being  the  son  of  David 
Shields,  a  tanner  by  trade  and  a  native  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  Pa.  The  latter’s  father  emigrated 
from  the  northern  part  of  Ireland  to  the  Keystone 
State,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Ohio. 
The  Howells  were  early  pioneers  of  Kentucky. 
George  W.  Shields  was  born  in  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio,  August  5,  1806,  and  learned  civil  engineer¬ 
ing;  he  was  employed  on  the  great  National  Pike 
crossing  the  Alleghenies,  which  remains  to  this 
day.  In  1829  he  went  to  Kentucky  and  surveyed 
the  line  of  railroad  between  Lexington  and  Frank¬ 
fort,  on  which  for  years  horses  were  used  for 
the  motive  power.  In  1833  he  went  to  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  was  there  employed  in  railroad  survey¬ 
ing.  On  his  return  to  Kentucky  he  was  made 
Assistant  State  Engineer  and  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  pike  roads  until  1842;  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  became  a  resident  of  Hannibal,  where 
he  was  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  pork  and  beef 
packing  and  where  he  was  honored  with  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Mayor  and  City  En¬ 
gineer,  which  latter  office  he  held  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Under  the  administration  of  An¬ 
drew  Johnson  he  was  made  Postmaster  of  Hanni¬ 
bal;  he  was  President  of  the  H.  &  N.  R.  R.  until 
its  completion,  when  he  turned  it  over  to  what 
was  then  the  T.  W.  &  W.  R.  R.  Although  he  did 
much  for  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the 
city,  he  was  justly  proud  of  one  thing  in  particu¬ 
lar,  the  grading  and  fine  appearance  of  Broadway, 
which  he  considered  the  best  work  of  his  life. 
Upon  his  death  in  1880  resolutions  of  respect  were 
drafted  by  the  City  Council  and  the  lodge  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  drew  up  resolutions  of  condolence. 

The  wife  of  George  W.  Shields  was  born  in 
1816  at  Bardstown,  Ky.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  S.  and  Sallie  Garnett  (Shipp)  Howell.  The 
former’s  father,  Caleb  Howell,  was  one  of  three 
brothers  who  immigrated  from  Wales,  settling  in 
New  Jersey  in  early  colonial  times.  Mrs.  Shields’ 
father  emigrated  to  Kentucky  and  settled  at  Louis¬ 
ville  prior  to  1800.  From  Jefferson  County  he 
afterward  went  to  Nelson  County.  Seventeen 
Howells  of  this  stock,  all  from  Morris  County,  N. 
J.,  served  on  the  patriot  side  during  the  Revolu- 
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tionary  War.  His  son  Daniel,  born  in  1783  in 
Morris  County,  X.  J.,  moved  with  liis  parents  to 
the  Blue  Grass  .State,  afterward  became  a  member 
of  the  Kentucky  Senate  and  President  of  the  L. 
&  N.  P.  R.  Co.  Edmund  G.  Shipp,  great-grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  on  the  maternal  side,  was 
distinguished  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  voted  a 
sword  by  Congress  as  a  testimonial  for  gallantry 
which  he  displayed  in  defending  a  frontier  post 
against  an  attack  of  British  and  Indians.  George 
W.  and  Martha  A.  Shields  had  five  children,  in¬ 
cluding  our  subject,  all  of  whom  lived  to  man¬ 
hood  and  womanhood.  Hon.  George  H.,  the  eld¬ 
est,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  St.  Louis,  represented 
iMarion  County  in  the  State  Legislature,  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1875  Attorney-General  of  the  Depart¬ 

ment  of  the  Interior  under  Harrison’s  administra¬ 
tion;  Lizzie,  wife  of  G.  A.  Howard;  Mary  L.  (de¬ 
ceased)  was  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Swift  of  Hannibal; 
E.  Garnett,  a  civil  engineer,  is  now  living  in 
Hillsboro,  Texas. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Shields  was  born  in  Hannibal,  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  1846,  and  grew  to  manhood  here.  He 
received  his  first  education  in  private  schools,  as 
the  public-school  system  was  not  then  in  success¬ 
ful  operation  in  Hannibal.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  as  a  private  in  the  IMis- 
souri  State  Guards,  the  regiment  being  command¬ 
ed  by  Col.  Burbridge.  During  his  six  months’ 
service  he  took  part  in  the  Battles  of  Carthage, 
Cane  Creek,  Wilson’s  Creek,  Dry  Wood  and  in  a 
skirmish  near  Lexington.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  he  was  a  youth  of  only  fifteen 
years  and  did  not  reenlist,  but  instead  went  west, 
spending  some  time  in  Denver,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  1865  and  1866  was  in  Montana.  Return¬ 
ing  home  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  instruction  of  Dr.  Ed.  Duffield,  one  of  the 
prominent  physicians  of  Northeastern  IMissouri, 
and  in  1867  entered  Bellevue  IMedical  Hospital 
and  College,  New  York  City,  where  he  grad¬ 
uated  two  years  later.  From  that  time  until  1885 
he  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  this,  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  outside 
interests  pressed  upon  his  attention  and  took  up 
so  much  of  his  time  that  for  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  practically  given  up  general  practice.  He 


was  Vice-President  of  t’ne  ex-Confederate  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  State  and  was  also  Director  of  the 
Confederate  Cemetery  at  Springfield,  Mo.  Since 
1884  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  A.  O.  L’. 
W.,  belonging  to  the  supreme  body  of  that  organ¬ 
ization,  in  which  he  has  held  nearly  every  office; 
he  is  now  Grand  IMedical  Examiner  for  the  State 
and  has  for  the  past  eleven  years  been  elected  rep¬ 
resentative  to  the  Supreme  Lodge.  At  the  meet¬ 
ing  which  convened  in  Toronto  in  1893  he  was 
elected  Supreme  ^Master  Workman  of  the  World, 
which  position  he  held  for  a  year,  and  is  now  Past 
Supreme  jMaster  Workman.  Upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  office  of  Supreme  Master  Work¬ 
man  of  the  World  he  was  presented  with  a  beau¬ 
tifully  executed  copy  (pen  drawing)  of  resolutions 
complimenting  his  course  and  the  success  of  the 
order  while  he  was  at  its  head.  In  1890  he  was 
honored  by  being  elected  President  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fraternal  Congress,  composed  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  leading  fraternal  beneficial  organiza¬ 
tions  in  America.  Since  1882  he  has  been  Grand 
Recorder  of  the  Select  Knights  A.  O.  U.  W.  and 
is  also  a  K.  of  P.  For  years  he  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Missouri  IMedical  Association,  of  which 
he  was  at  one  time  Vice-President,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  American  IMedical  Association. 

In  April,  1894,  he  entered  into  a  company  or¬ 
ganized  and  chartered  to  manufacture  infants’ 
shoes  and  moccasins,  known  as  the  Hannibal  Shoe 
Company.  The  first  inception  was  to  afford 
work  for  the  girls  who  were  required  to  labor. 
It  was  thought  that  there  coiild  be  employed  fif¬ 
teen  or  twenty  operators  in  this  work,  but  owing 
to  the  demand  for  the  product  the  company,  of 
which  Dr.  Shields  is  President,  had  to  erect  a 
building  for  the  work  and  they  now  employ  over 
fifty  operators,  and  the  demand  for  their  goods 
is  so  great  as  to  keep  the  work  over  thirty  days 
behind  in  filling  orders.  The  plant  will  be  en¬ 
larged  from  time  to  time  as  long  as  a  demand 
continues  for  the  product. 

In  1877  doctor  married  Catherine,  daughter 
of  Dr.  George  and  Alice  (Levering)  iVexander  of 
Hannibal.  She  was  bom  in  Clark  Count}^  ]\Io., 
but  her  father  was  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.  In 
that  city  the  grandfather.  Dr.  Ashton  R.  Alexan¬ 
der,  was  once  the  foremost  physician.  Dr.  and 
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Mrs.  Shields  have  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  the 
wife  of  James  C.  Howell,  who  owns  a  drug  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Hannibal.  Dr.  Shields  is  popular 
and  highly  respected  in  social,  commercial  and 
political  circles  and  has  always  been  one  of  the 
active  leaders  in  public  improvements,  and  has 
kept  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  his  fellow-man 
sincerely  at  heart. 


JEFFERSON  A.  MAYHALL,  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  and  well-known  men  of 
Ralls  County,  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  Franklin  County,  February  5, 
1829.  He  was  the  second  of  thirteen  children 
born  to  Samuel  W.  and  Louisiana  B.  (Alsop) 
Mayhall,  of  whom  seven  still  survive.  For  a  full 
history  of  the  father  we  refer  the  reader  to  the 
biography  of  C.  C.  W.  Mayhall,  elsewhere  in 
this  book. 

Josiah  Bartlett,  the  grand  uncle  of  Mrs.  May¬ 
hall,  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Grandfather  William  Mayhall 
served  through  three  campaigns  in  the  War  of 
1812,  being  present  at  the  battles  of  River  Raisin, 
Tippecanoe  and  the  Cowpens.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  river  men  of  Kentucky  and  made  thirteen 
trips  to  New  Orleans  as  Captain  of  a  fleet  of  flat 
boats.  The  men  walked  back  to  Kentucky  each 
time  after  the  disposition  of  their  cargo  and  boats. 

The  father  of  our  subject  meeting  with  heavy 
losses  in  the  mercantile  business,  the  little  son 
added  his  mite  toward  lessening  the  burden  of 
caring  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  al¬ 
though  he  was  at  that  time  only  nine  years  of  age. 
Samuel  Mayhall  was  a  horseman  of  note  in  his 
early  life,  and  our  subject  inherited  a  taste,  in  a 
marked  degree,  for  fast  horses.  In  his  youth  he 
became  quite  a  good  jockey,  which  business  at 
that  time  was  very  remunerative  during  the  rac¬ 
ing  season.  He  also  exhibited  quite  a  decided 
musical  talent,  playing  at  first  a  gourd  fiddle  until 
his  circumstances  warranted  his  buying  a  violin. 
He  was  from  that  time  on  one  of  the  best  violin¬ 
ists  of  the  county  in  which  he  lived,  and  his  earn¬ 


ings  in  this  line  were  quite  an  item  to  the  family’s 
depleted  purse.  He  afterward  learned  house  and 
sign  painting,  following  this  business  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  always  bringing  his 
wages  home  to  his  mother  up  to  the  time  of  his 
first  marriage. 

Mr.  Mayhall  was  a  man  very  pronounced  in 
his  views  on  the  civil  conflict,  and  on  several  oc¬ 
casions  was  given  notice  to  leave  the  State  or 
suffer  the  consequences.  When  the  state  of  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  became  too  warm  for  his  safety,  he 
deemed  it  expedient  to  decamp,  and  joined  the 
Union  army.  He  enlisted  at  Hannibal  in  1861, 
in  Company  B,  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  under  Col. 
James  M.  Tuttle,  afterward  Gen.  Tuttle,  and  was 
soon  after  assigned  to  the  regimental  band,  in 
which  he  served  until,  on  account  of  disability,  he 
was  discharged  and  returned  home  the  following 
December.  Finding  it  impossible  to  remain  in¬ 
active  in  those  stirring  times,  he,  the  ensuing  Feb¬ 
ruary,  raised  a  company  of  cavalry  in  New  Lon¬ 
don,  and  April  8th  his  men  were  consolidated 
with  those  of  George  L.  Herring  and  J.  M.  Rob¬ 
erts,  and  formed  Company  E.  Herring  was 
elected  Captain,  Roberts  First  Lieutenant,  and 
our  subject  Second  Lieutenant.  In  December, 
1862,  he  was  appointed  Provost  Marshal  at  New 
London  and  there  served  until  ordered  to  join 
his  regiment  in  September,  1863.  During  the 
remainder  of  his  service  in  the  army  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Provost  Marshal  at  Louisiana,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Macon  City,  and  Assistant  Commander 
of  the  Gratiot  Street  prison  at  St.  Louis,  ]Mo.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  seiwice  April  14,  1865,  and 
returning  home  began  farming.  In  May,  1865, 
he  was  made  Lieutenant  Colonel  under  Col.  J.  A. 
Lennan,  in  a  militia  company  organized  at  New 
London  under  the  State  law,  but  which  was  never 
called  into  active  service. 

In  the  year  1869  Mr.  Mayhall  moved  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  spent  some  three  years  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business.  Then  returning  to  the 
farm  he  spent  two  years,  after  which  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  New  London,  making  that  place 
his  home  for  ten  years,  and  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  music  business.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  again  took  up  farming,  in  which  he  was 
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occupied  until  the  fall  of  1895,  when  he  returned 
to  New  London,  where  he  now  resides,  living  a 
retired  life  on  account  of  affliction. 

Our  subject  has  been  married  three  times,  liis 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Ann  E.  Hawkins,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living,  namely:  William  F.,  editor  of  the  Bowling 
Green  Times;  Eugene,  editing  the  Center  Cour¬ 
ier;  Edwin  S.,  in  business  with  his  brother  Will¬ 
iam,  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Jeff  D.  B.  Freeman, 
of  Center. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Mayhall  chose  iMrs. 
Mary  Labaume,  the  daughter  of  James  C.  Beatty, 
and  four  children  were  the  result  of  the  marriage. 
Those  now  living  are  Vacie  L.  and  Frederick  A. 
The  present  companion  of  our  subject  was  iMiss 
Charlotte  A.  Taylor,  the  daughter  of  Esq.  John 
W.  Taylor,  of  Perry.  They  have  had  born  to  them 
six  children,  of  whom  Esther  L.,  Harold  S.,  Leslie 
P>.  and  Chauncey  1.  are  living.  The  eldest  of  the 
family  is  an  accomplished  young  lady  of  fifteen 
years,  who  is  now  in  Hannibal  receiving  musical 
instruction.  Mrs.  Mayhall  is  also  an  excellent 
musician,  and  the  entire  family  are  more  or  less 
gifted  in  that  direction. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a  iMason 
of  high  standing  and  connected  with  the  Grand 
Army  Post  of  Center.  As  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  men  of  Ralls  County,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
herewith  present  his  sketch  to  our  many  readers. 


Rudolph  l.  falk,  who  conducts  a 

jewelry  establishment  in  Bowling  Green, 
Pike  County,  has  won  a  reputation  for  in¬ 
tegrity  and  correct  business  methods  second  to 
none  in  this  locality.  He  is  master  of  his  trade  in 
all  its  details,  and  by  strict  attention  to  the  wants 
of  his  customers  has  enjoyed  their  patronage  and 
accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Groshausen,  Germany,  his  birth  having 
occurred  February  14,  1851. 

John  A.  Falk,  our  subject’s  father,  received  a 
classical  education  and  in  his  native  land  was  a 


school  teacher.  In  1853  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  from  New  York  City  proceeded  to 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  relatives  of  his  were  living. 
He  continued  to  dwell  in  the  Smoky  City  for  six 
years,  being  employed  mainly  as  a  teacher,  and 
thence  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  still  follow¬ 
ing  his  profession.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  musical 
abilities,  and  taught  the  art  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1863  he  moved  to  Chicago  and  was  organist 
in  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  at  the  corner  of 
Ohio  Street  and  La  Salle  Avenue  until  the  great 
fire  in  1871.  Subsequently  he  was  called  to  take 
a  position  as  principal  of  the  German  and  English 
High  School  at  Sandusky,  Ohio.  When  five  years 
had  passed  he  retired  from  his  professional  work 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  His  wife, 
Wilhelmina  F.,  was  a  native  of  the  same  locality 
in  which  he  was  born,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Roessing,  a  Lutheran  minister.  The  lat¬ 
ter,  with  his  wife,  never  left  the  Fatherland,  but 
their  children,  with  the  exception  of  one,  all  came 
to  America.  Their  names  are  Albert,  Charles, 
Otto,  Florence,  Wilhelmina  and  Bertha.  iMrs. 
Falk  died  in  Chicago  in  1863,  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren.  The  family  originally  comprised  seven,  as 
follows:  Theodore,  a  lithographer  in  Chicago; 
Louis,  who  has  won  world-w’ide  celebrity  as  an 
organist  and  fills  that  position  in  the  Chicago 
Lhiion  Park  Church;  Rudolph  L.,  of  this  sketch; 
Catherine,  who  died  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  as  did 
also  her  younger  sister,  Bertha;  John,  who  is 
employed  in  the  Waltham  Watch  Factory,  and 
Florenz,  who  is  with  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
Company.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  John 
A.  Falk  married  Louisa  Sandway,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children:  Charles,  now  deceased;  Ed¬ 
ward,  a  traveling  man ;  Bertha,  Mrs.  Oscar  Maul, 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  Lulu. 

R.  L.  Falk  spent  his  boyhood  with  his  parents 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  where 
his  father  taught.  When  in  his  fifteenth  year  he 
commenced  learning  the  jeweler’s  trade,  first  with 
Henry  Oppenheimer  &  Company,  and  for  three 
years  was  instructed  by  Herman  Diedrich,  who 
was  an  expert  in  the  business.  Afterwards  his 
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teacher  was  B.  Hefner,  who  at  one  time  was 
watchmaker  to  the  royal  family  of  Vienna.  At 
the  end  of  three  years  Mr.  Falk  worked  as  a  jour¬ 
neyman  with  various  jewelry  houses  of  Chicago, 
and  afterwards  engaged  in  business  for  himself  in 
that  city.  Selling  out  his  store,  he  went  to  Esca- 
naba,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  three  years,  from 
there  returning  to  the  Garden  City  and  entering 
the  employ  of  a  wholsale  house,  to  whose  inter¬ 
ests  he  was  faithful  for  two  years.  About  this 
time  he  came  to  Bowling  Green  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  S.  E.  Pugh  for  two  years,  when  he 
opened  an  establishment  for  himself.  His  store  is 
centrally  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  square, 
and  in  addition  to  a  general  line  of  jewelry,  clocks 
and  watches,  he  deals  in  sewing  machines,  with 
pianos,  organs  and  other  musical  instruments. 

October  6,  1873,  Mr.  Falk  and  Ada,  daughter 
of  Michael  McNamara,  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Falk  is  a  native  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  and  by  her 
marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely:  Rudolph,  Bertha  M., 
TilHe  and  Otto,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  except 
the  last  mentioned.  Mr.  Falk,  in  his  social  rela¬ 
tions,  is  identified  with  Cuivre  Lodge  No.  242 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  this  city  and  take  an 
active  part  in  charitable  and  religious  work. 
They  are  both  greatly  esteemed  by  all  their  ac¬ 
quaintances  for  their  sterling  qualities  and  gen¬ 
erous  regard  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others. 


JACOB  W.  PRITCHETT,  one  of  the  hon¬ 
ored  old  settlers  of  Pike  County,  has  made 
his  home  for  several  years'  on  Section  8, 
Township  52,  Range  2  West.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  having  been  born  December 
16,  1834,  to  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Harbold) 
Pritchett.  His  mother  and  father  died  when  he 
was  only  eight  months  old,  and  his  aunt,  Tracy 
Herring,  took  care  of  him  until  she  died,  which 
event  occurred  when  he  was  three  years  old.  His 
uncle,  Billy  McPike,  then  took  the  boy  and  kept 
him  four  years.  Then  the  uncle  died  and  our 


subject  was  sent  to  Kentucky  to  live  with  his 
uncle  and  aunt,  John  and  Judy  Harbold.  Through 
all  these  various  changes  the  child  was  singu¬ 
larly  fortunate,  for  his  relatives  were  extremely 
good  to  him  and  were  kind  Christian  people. 

Jacob  Pritchett,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  a  planter  in  that  State.  His  first  wife  was  a 
Miss  Rogers,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
John,  who  married  Miss  Willbarger;  Daven¬ 
port,  who  died  in  his  youth;  Sarah,  who  became 
the  wife  of  John  Mitchell  and  the  mother  of  a 
son  and  twp  daughters ;  and  Matilda,  who  wedded 
Robert  Barnett  and  has  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Jacob 
Pritchett  married  our  subject’s  mother,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Catherine  Harbold. 

February  28,  1855,  Jacob  W.  Pritchett,  Jr.,  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Frances  Harbold,  who  was  born 
January  15,  1832.  In  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  the  young  couple,  accompanied  by  the  wife’s 
mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  emigrated  to  this 
county,  Mr.  Pritchett  riding  from  St.  Charles  on 
horseback.  While  living  in  Kentucky  all  of  the 
wearing  apparel  of  the  household,  table  and  bed 
linen,  grain  sacks,  etc.,  were  manufactured  by 
hand,  and  everything  was  done  by  the  hardest 
work,  machinery  for  saving  work  not  yet  having- 
come  into  general  use  in  this  section.  In  all  of 
his  labors  our  subject  found  an  able  and  faithful 
assistant  in  his  devoted  wife,  who  was  called  to 
the  home  beyond  April  23,  1879.  Since  then  he 
has  lived  with  his  brother-in-law,  Jacob  W.  Har¬ 
bold. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Pritchett  sympathized  with 
the  Southern  movement,  but  took  no  active  part 
on  either  side.  On  one  occasion  a  Federal  of¬ 
ficer  came  to  him  and  demanded  that  he  dig  a 
quantity  of  sweet  and  Irish  potatoes  for  him.  Mr. 
Pritchett  replied:  “If  you  never  eat  any  potatoes 
until  I  dig  them,  you  will  never  eat  any.”  The 
officer  then  asked  for  a  basket  and  shovel  and 
dug  them  himself.  Our  subject  was  present  at 
Louisiana,  Mo.,  May  12,  1866,  when  Frank  P. 
Blair  made  a  speech.  Mob  law  prevailed,  and 
the  speaker  laid  revolvers  down  on  either  side  of 
the  stand  before  beginning  his  remarks,  and 
though  a  few  shots  were  fired  in  the  outskirts  of 
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the  crowd  in  order  to  intimidate  Mr.  Blair,  it  ap¬ 
parently  made  no  impression  upon  him.  At  the 
present  time  no  man  is  more  loyal  to  the  flag  or 
a  firmer  partisan  of  the  Government  than  is  the 
worthy  gentleman  of  whom  we  write.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  joined  the  Christian 
Church,  and  about  1868  united  with  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
an  Elder  about  twenty  years,  and  has  always  been 
a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  same. 

Jacob  W.  Harbold,  the  brother-in-law  with 
whom  Mr.  Pritchett  resides,  is  the  owner  of  a 
beautiful  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  known  as 
Hill  Dale.  He  was  born  August  20,  1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Tolar)  Har¬ 
bold.  His  eldest  sister  was  Elizabeth  E.,  and 
his  eldest  brother,  George  L.,  was  born  August 
27,  1834.  John  J.,  born  Eebruary  20,  1835,  died 
in  1856,  and  Lucy  A.  was  born  June  15,  1842. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  Jacob  W.  Har¬ 
bold  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army,  in  Capt. 
Bankhead’s  Company  of  ^Missouri  Militia.  After 
serving  for  six  months  he  reenlisted  in  Eebruary, 
1862,  in  Company  B,  Second  Missouri  Infantry, 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and 
Pea  Ridge,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was  wounded. 
Subsequently  he  fought  in  the  engagements  at 
luka,  Corinth,  Vicksburg  and  many  others  of 
lesser  note.  In  July,  1864,  his  commander  sur¬ 
rendered  to  General  Grant,  and  he  was  afterwards 
exchanged.  Then  joining  the  Confederate  forces 
at  Atlanta  he  was  at  length  captured  at  Kenne- 
saw  ^fountain  and  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  where 
he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  October,  1865,  Mr.  Harbold  and  Belle  Hen¬ 
ley,  a  native  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  were  united  in 
marriage.  A  little  daughter.  Belle  H.,  was  born 
to  them  August  24,  1866,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  occurred  the  mother’s  death. 
Later  Mr.  Harbold  married  Agnes,  daughter  of 
Henry  B.  and  Theodosia  (Hudson)  Yager,  of 
this  county.  She  died,  leaving  a  daughter,  Theo¬ 
dosia,  born  August  27,  1869.  October  7,  1889, 
the  latter  became  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Hutton, 
a  farmer,  and  now  has  two  children.  The  present 
wife  of  Mr.  Harbold,  was  formerly  IMrs.  jMinerva 
A.  Welsh,  daughter  of  Carey  and  Emily  A.  Hop¬ 


son,  natives  of  Virginia.  Of  their  union  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children  have  been  born:  Andrew  W., 
October  4,  1876;  Rice  P.,  July  24,  1880;  Edward 
G.,  June  10,  1882;  Walter  G.,  June  16,  1884;  and 
Nanny  E.,  May  15,  1887.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  the  father  is  now  officiating  as  an  Elder. 
Eraternally  he  belongs  to  the  IMasonic  order,  be¬ 
ing  identified  with  the  lodge  at  Cyrene,  Mo.  By 
a  former  marriage  with  William  Welch,  Mrs. 
Harbold  became  the  mother  of  two  children, 
jMyrtle,  who  now  resides  with  our  subject,  and 
Cary,  who  died  in  1872. 


Lewis  H.  TUTT,  M.  D.,  has  been  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  practice  in  Hannibal  since 
January,  1892,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
celebrated  Bellevue  Hospital  and  IMedical  Col¬ 
lege,  New  York  City.  That  he  might  better  equip 
himself  for  his  chosen  life-work  he  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago  in  the  fall  of  1894  and  entered  the  Chicago 
Homoeopathic  IMedical  College  for  a  post-grad¬ 
uate  course  of  lectures  under  the  famous  Orificial 
Surgeon,  Dr.  Pratt.  He  is  a  great  student  and 
keeps  posted  on  modern  discoveries  and  modes  of 
treatment. 

The  grandfather  of  .Dr.  Tutt  was  a  wealthy 
planter  in  Wrginia,  where  he  owned  many  broad 
acres  of  land  and  numerous  slaves.  James  R., 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  August,  1821, 
in  the  Old  Dominion  and  on  reaching  .man’s  es¬ 
tate  married  an  old  friend  and  schoolmate,  MajA’ 
E.  Glascock  of  the  same  locality.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows;  Lina  M., 
who  married  U.  C.  Hays  of  New  London,  Mo.; 
Annie  E.  (Mrs.  H.  C.  Jones);  Divilla  M.,  wife  of 
W.  H.  H.  Cope  of  Aspen,  Col.;  Eliza  V.  W., 
wife  of  J.  P.  Watson,  who  is.  engaged  in  farming 
near  New  London,  Mo.;  Susie  M.  (Mrs.  J.  P. 
Holdsworth)  of  Paris ;  Lewis  H. 

Dr.  Tutt,  the  youngest  in  his  parents’  family, 
received  a  common-school  education  in  Saverton 
Township,  Ralls  County,  where  his  birth^occurred 
October  21,  1859.  Eor  a  year  he  was  a  student 
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at  the  Christian  College,  Danton,  Mo.,  and  in 
1880  and  1881  attended  the  State  University,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Mo.  Desiring  to  see  something  of  the 
country  and  to  gratify  the  adventurous  spirit 
which  is  common  to  most  ambitious  and  energetic 
young  men,  he  went  to  Colorado  and  for  two 
years  engaged  in  mining  in  the  vicinity  of  Ash¬ 
craft.  However,  he  did  not  prosper  financially 
and,  returning  home,  he  taught  for  two  terms, 
after  which  he  spent  a  year  in  agriculture.  At  the 
same  time  he  utilized  many  a  spare  hour  in  read¬ 
ing  medical  works,  thus  fitting  himself  to  enter 
college,  which  he  did  in  the  fall  of  1886,  and  at  the 
end  of  two  years  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  (the  spring  of  1888).  He  hung  out  his 
shingle  at  Frankfort,  Pike  County,  Mo.,  where  he 
practiced  for  two  years,  then  taking  a  post-grad¬ 
uate  course  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic  College 
(the  summer  of  1890). 

March  4,  1891,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Dr.  Tutt  and  Hattie  E.,  daughter  of  F.  M.  Hand}^ 
of  Frankfort,  Mo.  The  young  couple  have  a 
pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  the  hospitality  of 
which  is  unbounded.  Politically  the  doctor  is  a 
Democrat  and  socially  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  Order,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  M.  W.  of  A. 
and  the  K.  of  P. 


JUDGE  HERMON  D.  HOLLYMAN  is  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  finely  improved  farm  land,  situate 
in  Marion  County.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  Nelson  of  Hannibal, 
and  his  wise  course  meeting  with  approval,  he  was 
reelected  in  1894  to  serve  the  regular  term  of 
four  years.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  learning,  clear 
and  well-founded  judgment,  and  his  legal  decis¬ 
ions  rarely  meet  with  adverse  criticism. 

Judge  Hollyman  was  born  in  Union  County, 
Ky.,  November  27,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Grace  (Neal)  Hollyman,  natives  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky  respectively.  The  Judge  received 
the  benefits  of  a  common-school  education  and 
removed  with  his  family  to  Missouri  in  1827,  the 
father  locating  in  Liberty  Township,  Marion 


County;  the  senior  Hollyman  had  previously  im¬ 
proved  a  farm  which  he  owned  in  Union  County, 
Ky.  He  cleared  his  new  farm  in  this  section  en¬ 
tirely,  save  a  small  tract  of  timber,  which  he  re¬ 
served  for  his  own  use;  both  he  and  his  good 
wife  passed  their  last  years  on  this  homestead. 
They  were  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  were  loved  and  respected  by  their  neighbors. 
In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Hollyman  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat. 

The  family  of  John  and  Grace  Hollyman  com¬ 
prised  thirteen  children,  of  whom  but  two  survive. 
In  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Catherine; 
Nancy,  who  married  William  Randolph,  since  de¬ 
ceased;  Polly,  who  died  in  Macon  County,  Mo.; 
Charles,  Jane,  William  and  Thomas,  who  died  in 
Shelby  County,  Mo.;  John,  who  passed  away  in 
California;  Franklin,  Francis  N.  and  Elizabeth, 
who  died  at  the  old  homestead;  James  M.,  who 
resides  in  Macon  County;  the  Judge  is  the  tenth 
of  the  family.  His  brother  Charles  was  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  and  had 
a  family  of  three  children.  Jane  became  the  wife 
of  Ed  Rutter  and  both  died  in  Shelby  County. 

After  coming  to  Missouri  young  Hollyman  had 
but  a  meager  chance  for  obtaining  an  education, 
but  went  to  the  district  school  for  three  months 
in  the  winter  time,  being  taught  by  a  traveling 
pedagogue.  He  was  married  October  13,  1846, 
to  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Sarah 
(Pogue)  Van  Landingham,  natives  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky  respectively.  Mrs.  Hollyman  was 
born  March  8,  1817,  and  was  one  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  the  others  being:  Nancy,  Benjamin,  Mary, 
Russell,  Lewis,  Sarah  (the  first  of  the  name), 
Hollen,  Alfred,  William  and  one  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Three  children  were  born  to  our  subject 
and  wife,  namely:  John  L.,  born  February  13, 
1848;  James  W.,  born  October  9,  1856;  Hermon 
A.,  born  August  30,  i860.  The  eldest  son  mar¬ 
ried  Belle  IMcCloud  and  lives  at  home;  James 
W.  married  Lulu  McCloud;  Hermon’s  wife  was 
formerly  Lizzie  Gantz. 

After  his  marriage  Judge  Hollyman  continued 
to  live  on  the  old  home  farm  until  1861,  when  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  his 
present  farm  and  after  erecting  a  comfortable 
house  and  commodious  barns  moved  here  in  the 
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fall  of  i86i;  since  that  time  he  has  made  many 
improvements  on  the  place,  which  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  in  this  region.  Politically  he  uses 
his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Democratic 
party,  with  which  he  has  long  been  connected. 
Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  one  of  its  most  valued  workers;  Mrs.  Holly- 
man  is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  South. 


JUDGE  HENRY  CLAY  DAVIS  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Township 
58,  Range  8,  Marion  County.  In  1866  he 
was  elected  Judge  of  the  district  without  his  con¬ 
sent  and  was  made  President  of  the  court  and 
presiding  officer.  He  continued  to  serv'e  in  this 
capacity  until  1874  and  made  a  good  record  both 
for  himself  and  for  his  constituents.  The  old  home 
in  which  he  has  resided  for  so  many  years  was 
partially  built  by  himself  in  1840,  but  prior  to 
that  time  a  wing  of  the  structure  had  been  put  up 
by  his  father. 

Born  in  Richmond  County,  Va.,  iMarch  7,  1825, 
the  Judge  is  a  son  of  W.  F.  and  Letty  (Purcell) 
Davis,  who  were  natives  , of  the  same  county  as 
himself.  For  several  years  they  resided  in  South 
Carolina,  whither  they  had  removed,  the  father 
being  engaged  in  a,  mercantile  business.  Then 
going  back  to  his  old  home  in  Virginia  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  there  for  some  time,  when  he 
was  taken  with  the  western  fever  and  started 
with  his  family  in  wagons,  landing  in  this  county 
July  5,  1831.  He  entered  the  farm  now  owned 
by  our  subject,  improved  the  same  and  continued 
to  reside  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  21,  1853.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Bet¬ 
sey  Dicky,  who  died  in  South  Carolina;  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen  Ficklin. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Virginia,  and  subsequently 
the  father  married  the  Judge’s  mother,  who  died 
in  February,  1869,  leaving  one  child.  By  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Ficklin  Mr.  Davis  had  three 
children:  Frances  Elizabeth,  Boulware  Davidson 
and  Famous. 

Judge  Davis  lived  with  his  parents  until  he 


was  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
earning  his  own  livelihood  as  a  farmer.  Soon 
after  reaching  his  majority  he  began  teaching 
school  in  his  home  district  and  taught  successfully 
for  twenty  3Tars.  His  own  schooling  comprised 
thirty-five  days,  but  he  was,  through  his  own 
efforts  and  private  study,  a  well-educated  man. 
Soon  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1849, 
he  moved  to  the  farm  which  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  cultivating.  His  father  and  mother 
died  on  this  homestead.  He  remembers  when 
Indians  were  no  unusual  sight  in  this  part  of  the 
countr}",  but  he  never  saw  an  Indian  fight.  Stand¬ 
ing  in  his  cabin  door  lie  has  often  seen  a  herd 
of  fifteen  or  twent\'  deer,  and  wolves,  bears, 
wild  turkey's,  etc.,  were  abundant.  His  present 
farm  comprises  three  hundred  and  five  acres, 
which  are  used  mainly  for  raising  corn  and  wheat; 
however,  the  Judge  is  quite  a  stock-raiser  and 
alwa^'s  keeps  a  great  man\’  horses  and  cattle. 

June  21,  1849,  Davis  and  Martha  Jane 

Ragar  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Logan  County,  Ky.,  January  15,  1832, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Elizabeth  G. 
(Simmons)  Ragar,  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
North  Carolina  respectively.  The  former  moved 
from  the  Blue  Grass  State  to  Marion  County 
in  1833  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  lived 
on  a  farm  in  this  township.  His  wife  also  died 
here  when  in  her  seventv-seventh  year. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  with  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  eighth, 
Emma,  died  in  infancy;  Josephine  B.  (Mrs. 
David  S.  Sharp)  is  also  deceased.  The  living 
children  are:  Frances  E.,  the  eldest,  bom  July 
12,  1850,  married  Zachary  Gupton  and  now  lives 
at  the  old  Wood  Farm;  Union  J.,  bom  Februar}- 
9,  1852,  married  Geraldine  Durrett  and  lives  on 
a  farm  south  of  his  father’s  place;  John  R.,  bom 
November  30,  1853,  married  Ollie  Moreland  and 
resides  south  of  here;  Frederick  jM..  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  4,  1858,  wedded  IMary  jMoreland  and  is  a 
resident  of  this  vicinity  ;  William  B.,  bom  August 
31,  i860,  resides  at  home;  Henry  C.,  born  De¬ 
cember  4,  1862,  married  Rebecca  Goodwin  and 
dwells  on  a  place  west  of  the  old  homestead; 
Richard  L.,  born  April  17,  1865,  lives  with  his 
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brother,  John  R.;  Herslpll  B.,  born  April  21, 
1868,  operates  a  farm  five  miles  from  the  old 
home;  Samuel  B.,  born  March  20,  1872,  married 
Sadie  Ruth  and  is  a  farmer  of  this  township;  El- 
nora  M.,  born  December  21,  1874,  is  at  home. 
All  the  children  were  well  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  sons  support  the  Democratic  par¬ 
ty,  as  does  their  father.  During  the  late'  war 
Judge  Davis  was  not  a  participant,  but  sent  a 
substitute.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 
with  which  they  have  been  identified  for  fifteen 
years.  In  former  years  the  Judge  was  a  Mason, 
but  is  now  non-affiliated. 


JAMES  S.  MEGOWN.  The  name  of  Ale- 
gown  is  one  very  familiar  to  the  residents 
of  Ralls  County  as  belonging  to  some  of 
its  most  popular  and  prominent  citizens.  Our 
subject,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  dry  goods 
merchants  of  New  London,  was  born  on  his 
father’s  fine  estate  in  this  county,  June  4,  1857. 
His  parents  were  Judge  John  and  Mary  E.  Ale- 
gown,  for  a  full  history  of  whom  the  reader  is 
referred  to  their  biography  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

James  S.  Megown  was  a  lad  of  eight  years 
when  his  parents  took  up  their  abode  in  the  city. 
Here  his  education  was  finished  in  the  common 
schools  and  when  ready  to  begin  work  for  him¬ 
self  he  first  clerked  in  a  store  belonging  to  C.  V. 
Wellman.  He  remained  in  his  employ  for  about 
six  years  and  then  went  to  farming  on  his  father’s 
estate.  After  spending  about  four  years  in  the 
country  he  returned  to  town  in  the  summer  of 
1888  and  was  employed  as  clerk  for  his  brother, 
Preston  W.  Aflairs  continued  thus  until  1891, 
when  in  August  of  that  year  he  was  taken  in  as  a 
partner  and  given  a  half  interest  in  the  business. 
They  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  under  the 
firm  name  of  Alegown  &  Alegown  until  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1894,  when  our  subject  purchased  the  en¬ 
tire  stock  of  goods  and  since  that  time  has  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  alone.  The  store  is  stocked 


with  a  general  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  crock¬ 
ery,  etc.,  and  is  conveniently  located  on  Alain 
Street.  The  goods  are  arranged  so  as  to  show  off 
to  the  best  advantage  and  everything  about  it  is 
neat  and  in  order. 

Air.  Megown  was  married  November  25,  1880, 
in  New  London,  to  Aliss  Blanche  A.,  daughter  of 
Squire  R.  and  Alary  A.  (Carstarphen)  Nichols, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Aladison  County, 
Ky.  He  came  to  Alissouri  in  1856,  settling  in 
New  London.  His  parents  were  Rawson  and 
Elizabeth  (Overstreet)  Nichols,  his  father  being 
a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Air.  Nichols  was 
married  in  this  county  in  1856  to  Aliss  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Bennett)  Car¬ 
starphen.  To  them  were  born  five  children: 
Blanche;  Cora  B.,  Airs.  E.  M.  Strode,  of  New 
London;  Bettie  G.,  Mrs.  William  H.  Gentry,  of 
Vernon  County;  Robert  E.  and  Frank  S.  Air. 
Nichols  makes  his  home  in  New  London,  while 
his  wife  died  in  October,  1878.  She  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

To  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  there 
have  been  born  four  children,  namely:  Alary 
Bell,  born  January  7,  1882;  Robert  E.,  June  30, 
1884;  Willie  A.,  October  28,  1888;  John  N.,  June 
27,  1893.  Mrs.  Alegown  is  a  Baptist  in  religion. 
Her  husband  is  a  staunch  adherent  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  is  in  command  of  a  large  trade 
in  the  city  and  is  well  known  to  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  country  by  his  fair  and  upright  meth¬ 
ods  of  doing  business. 


Dr.  WHITLEY  GRAY  HENDRIX,  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  was  born  in  what  is  now  Callaway 
County,  AIo.,  January  i,  1843,  ^ 

William  and  Judith  Ann  (Bowen)  Hendrix.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  came  with 
his  step-father,  William  Rodman,  to  Alissouri  at 
an  early  day,  settling  in  Callawa}'  County.  He 
became  a  farmer  in  that  county  and  remained 
there  about  twelve  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Audrain  County  and  purchased  a  farm  on  Skull 
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Lick,  near  Mexico.  He  removevl  to  the  City  of 
Mexico  in  1858,  when  our  subject  vvds  ;)!)Out  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  he  having  been  elected  Sherifif 
and  Collector  of  Audrain  County.  He  was  re¬ 
elected  and  served  two  terms.  He  moved  back  to 
his  son’s  farm  in  1868,  where  he  died  December 
15,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  religiously  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  There  were 
ten  children  in  the  family  that  grew  to  maturity: 
James  D.,  Richard,  Frank  IM.,  Thomas  B.,  Law¬ 
rence  M.,  Whitley  G.,  Ellen,  Mary  W.,  Affra  and 
Lizzie.  Of  the  girls,  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  D. 
M.  Ward,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Mary  W.,  the 
wife  of  C.  Wisdom,  of  Marshall,  Mo.  Judith 
Bowen  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  where  she  met 
and  married  Air.  Hendrix.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  died  March  22,  i88o, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  '-Mex¬ 
ico,  AIo.,  wdiere  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  that  city  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  R.  W.  Bowmen,  and  later  read  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  Davis,  of  Boone  County,  where 
he  remained  one  year.  In  1867  he  entered  the 
Aledical  School  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  one  term.  He 
then  practiced  for  a  time,  and  afteiwvards  returned 
to  the  college  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in 
the  spring  of  1871.  On  graduating,  he  removed 
to  St.  Brain’s  Mill,  Jasper  Township,  Ralls 
County,  where  he  opened  an  office,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  five  years,  building  up  cpiite  an  extensive 
practice.  He  then  removed  to  Aladisonville,  Ralls 
County,  wdiere  he  practiced  three  years,  and  in 
1876  established  himself  in  Xew  London.  He 
has  there  built  up  a  large  practice  and  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  ireatment  of  cases. 

Dr.  Hendrix  w’as  united  in  marriage  October 
18,  1868,  to  Mary  E.  Boaz,  daughter  of  David 
and  Alary  (Brown)  Boaz,  wdio  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  and  who  came  to  Alissouri  at  an  early 
day,  locating  in  Callaway  County,  where  their 
daughter.  Alary  E.,  w'as  born.  Dr.  and  Airs.  Hen¬ 
drix  have  three  children:  Logie,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  T.  Weaver,  the  present  Sheriff  of  Ralls 
County;  Rosa  L.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Floyd  Walters, 


of  Kansas  City,  AIo.;  John  W.,  now  reading  med¬ 
icine  with  his  father. 

Dr.  and  Airs.  Hendrix  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  the  Doctor  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Xew 
London  Lodge  X^o.  168,  A.  F.  and  A.  AI.,  and  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Ralls  County  Bank.  He  also 
owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  in 
Spencer  Township,  wdiich  is  cultivated  under  his 
direction.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  generous  im¬ 
pulses,  kind  and  benevolent,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  the  people. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Rudy  Hen¬ 
drix,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  went  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  when  a  young  man,  and  there  married  Aliss 
Jemima  Button,  of  Oldham  County,  by  whom 
eight  children  were  born:  James,  Jackson,  Will¬ 
iam,  Thomas,  Rudy,  Sallie,  Susan  and  Polly. 


JOHX  F.  AI.  FARAIER.  This  prominent 
resident  of  Pike  County,  be'sides  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  is  proprietor  of  a  general 
merchandise  establishment  located  at  Estes,  in 
Indian  Township.  He  is  one  of  the  old  residents 
of  this  section,  in  wdiich  locality  he  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1834,  to  John  and  Jane  (Woodson) 
Farmer.  For  a  full  history  of  the  parents  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Aloses  Farmer, 
wdiich  appears  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  never  knew  his  father,  as  the  latter 
died  before  his  birth.  He  continued  to  make  his 
lionie  wdth  his  widowed  mother  for  two  years 
after  attaining  his  majority,  and  when  beginning 
in  life  for  himself  first  purchased  a  tract  of  sixty 
acres,  wdiich  he  worked  for  three  years.  Finding 
a  good  opportunity  to  dispose  of  it  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  he  did  so,  and  became  the  owmer  of  two 
hundred  acres,  wdiere  he  now^  resides,  and  which 
he  has  continued  to  increase  from  time  to  time 
until  his  possessions  now  aggregate  over  five  hun¬ 
dred  broad  and  well  cultivated  acres. 

John  F.  AI.  Farmer  has  been  twice  married, 
his  first  union  being  celebrated  January  2,  1857, 
at  wdiich  time  Aliss  Sarah  C.  Irby  became  his  wdfe. 
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She  was  a  native  of  this  county  and  died  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  1886.  Her  parents  were  John  C.  and 
Mary  (Willheight)  Irby,  natives  respectively  of 
Virginia  and  Kentucky,  but  who  were  married  in 
Pike  County,  this  State,  having  come  here  with 
their  parents  many  years  ago.  There  were  two 
children  born  to  them:  Sarah  C.,  and  a  son  who 
died  in  infancy. 

By  her  union  v/ith  our  subject  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Farmer  became  the  mother  of  two  children:  Will¬ 
iam  G.  R.,  who  died  in  January,  1886,  aged 
twenty-two  years,  and  Laura,  now  the  wife  of 
James  Chamberlain,  a  prominent  farmer  living 
near  Marysville,  this  State.  In  March,  1887,  Mr. 
Farmer  chose  for  his  second  companion  Miss 
Minnie  Butler,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Lewis 
County,  Mo.,  March  4,  1861.  Her  parents,  A.  J. 
and  Sallie  C.  (Jackson)  Butler,  were  likewise  na¬ 
tives  of  this  State  and  born  in  Pike  County.  Mrs. 
Farmer  was  the  eldest  of  their  eight  children,  her 
brothers  and  sisters  being:  Carrie,  now  the  wife  of 
William  Jones,  of  this  township;  Martha,  wife  of 
Warren  Spencer;  Katie  and  Annie  are  single  and 
living  in  this  township;  Luta,  now  Mrs.  Lemon 
McMasters,  makes  her  home  on  a  farm  in  Pike 
County;  Joseph  and  Marvin  are  agriculturists  of 
prominence  in  this  locality. 

Sallie  E.  (Jackson)  Butler,  prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mr.  Butler,  was  the  widow  of  John  R. 
Gregory,  who  died  in  this  county  in  1855.  He 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  came  hither  early 
in  the  history  of  Missouri.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  a  son,  Robert,  who  now  resides 
near  New  Harmony  and  follows  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  The  daughter  born  of  our  subject’s  union 
with  Miss  Butler  was  John  Della,  who  still  resides 
at  home. 

Mr.  Farmer  has  been  very  active  in  the  public 
life  of  his  community,  and  for  twelve  years  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  eight  years  occupied  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Road  Supervisor,  and  for  the  same  length 
of  time  has  had  charge  of  the  Postoffice,  although 
he  was  never  officially  appointed  until  1895.  In 
1887  he  established  himself  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Estes,  and  since  that  time  has  carried 
on  a  flourishing  trade,  being  patronized  by  the 
best  residents  of  the  township,  who  find  him  to 


be  honest  and  courteous  to  all  and  pleasant  to 
deal  with.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Democrat, 
and  at  all  times  gives  his  influence  and  ballot  in 
favor  of  its  candidates.  He  is  self-made  as  re¬ 
gards  education  and  finances,  and  by  honorably 
fulfilling  the  duties  devolving  upon  him,  has 
gained  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 


SAMUEL  C.  JAMISON  is  one  of  the  old 
residents  of  Pike  County,  his  home  being 
on  Section  29,  Township  52,  Range  2 
West.  He  was  born  September  29,  1835,  and 
has  passed  nearly  his  entire  life  within  the  limits 
of  this  county,  his  attention  being  given  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  During  the  war  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Capt.  Hinton’s  Company  of  Missouri  State 
Militia,  and  served  for  three  months  on  guard 
duty.  He  has  always  strived  to  promote  what  he 
believes  to  be  the  best  measures  for  the  public 
good,  and  is  highly  respected  as  a  citizen  and 
neighbor. 

James  C.  Jamison,  father  of  our  subject,  and 
best  known  as  “Uncle  Carson”  among  his  numer¬ 
ous  friends,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and 
was  the  owner  of  an  extensive  plantation,  com¬ 
prising  six  hundred  acres.  He  was  also  owner 
of  a  number  of  slaves,  according  to  the  custom 
of  his  native  State,  but  always  treated  them  with 
marked  consideration.  In  1828  he  came  to  this 
county  and  entered  land  three  and  a  half  miles 
east  of  Paynesville,  on  Guin  Creek.  This  tract 
was  covered  with  heavy  forests,  and  Saltpetre 
Bluff  stood  on  the  boundary  line,  and  in  early 
days  a  large  quantity  of  this  article  was  taken 
therefrom  annually.  The  only  white  man  living 
in  the  vicinity  at  that  period  was  William  Rich¬ 
ards.  James  C.  Jamison  married  Mary  Johnson, 
who  bore  him  four  children.  Ephraim  M.  mar¬ 
ried  Harriet  D.  Hinton,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children:  Martha  E.,  who  married 
Henry  Stewart;  Jesse  L.,  who  was  killed  by  a 
runaway  team;  Thomas  B.,  who  married  Nellie 
Steel;  and  Ephraim  C.,  who  died  May  28,  1872. 
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Samuel  C.  Jamison  grew  to  manhood  in  this 
locality,  and  received  such  meager  educational 
advantages  as  the  schools  of  his  boyhood  af¬ 
forded.  March  2,  1854,  he  chose  as  his  future 
companion  and  helpmate  in  life’s  journey,  Ellen 
E.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  (Hughes)  Hin¬ 
ton.  She  was  born  in  July  1836,  and  became  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  Sallie  N.,  born 
March  10,  1856;  iMary  J.,  September  18,  1858; 
Melinda  H.,  September  27,  i860;  Rhoda  F., 
August  10,  1863;  Annie  L.,  February  8,  1869; 
Bettie  S.,  August  20,  1874;  and  iMertie  L.,  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1877.  The  eldest  daughter  married 
William  W.  Gillum  and  their  only  child  died  in 
infancy.  Mary  J.,  became  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Ogden 
and  their  family  numbers  six  children  namely: 
Jesse  E.,  Annie  B.,  John  S.,  James  C.,  Guy  E. 
and  Camp  M.  Melinda  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
I.  N.  B.  Hepler,  by  whom  she  has  five  children: 
Howard  M.,  Ella  May,  Grace  Loyd,  Reuben  L., 
and  Roy  J.  jMr.  Hepler  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
Baptist  congregation  at  Goshen,  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.  Rhoda,  who  married  John  Hanson, 
had  two  children;  iMary  E.,  who  died  in  1891 
and  Chloe.  Annie  is  at  home  and  the  two  young¬ 
est  children  are  attending  school  at  Bowling 
Green. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jamison,  Jesse  Hin¬ 
ton,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  in  1775.  In  1827  he  removed 
from  Kentucky  to  Pike  County,  arriving  here  in 
December  of  that  year.  His  oldest  son,  John, 
who  was  born  August  16,  1816,  left  home  when 
he  was  in  his  nineteenth  year  and  going  to  the 
lead  mines  of  Wisconsin  was  employed  in  mining 
for  eleven  years.  During  the  gold  fever  he  fitted 
out  an  ox  team  and  in  company  with  two  hun¬ 
dred  men,  a  few  women  and  children  and  forty 
teams  started  from  St.  Joseph,  ]\Io.,  over  the 
plains  to  California.  Landing  in  Placer  County 
in  1850,  he  at  once  set  to  work  and  the  first  three 
months  washed  out  over  $700  in  gold  dust.  He 
met  with  varied  success  during  tlie  succeeding 
twelve  years  and  at  one  time  found  in  one  nugget 
a  fraction  over  eight  and  a  half  ounces  of  the 
pure  metal.  This  he  still  keeps  as  a  relic  of  his 
mining  operations.  For  a  time  he  was  in  Sacra¬ 


mento  City  on  account  of  poor  health,  but  re¬ 
turning  to  the  mines  continued  there  until  1862. 
Thence  he  went  to  Vancouver’s  Island  and  from 
there  to  North  British  Columbia,  engaging  in 
prospecting  at  Caribou  for  three  years.  Return¬ 
ing  to  Vancouver’s,  he  next  worked  in  the  timber 
for  four  years  and  a  half  and  then  started  in  the 
dairy  business,  supplying  milk  for  the  Naval 
Hospital  and  also  shipping  the  products  of  his 
farm  to  Wctoria.  In  the  twelve  years  which  he 
devoted  to  this  enterprise  he  was  quite  successful, 
but  at  length  he  became  homesick  and  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1890,  started  back  to  his  old  home  in  Pike 
County,  and  is  now  living  with  our  subject.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hinton  was  Captain  of  a  company  in  the 
Union  Army  and  belonged  to  the  ^Missouri  State 
iMilitia  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  His 
wife  was  formerly  iMiss  Alcinda  Jamison.  For 
some  time  he  conducted  a  general  store  but  at 
present  is  engaged  in  raising  cattle  and  sheep  on 
a  ranch  near  Brady  City,  Texas. 

In  his  political  relations  S.  C.  Jamison  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  man  of 
upright  and  honorable  character  and  enjoys  the 
friendship  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  is  therefore  well  deserving  of 
an  honored  place  in  the  records  of  the  pioneers  of 
Pike  County,  with  whose  welfare  his  own  has  been 
identified  for  some  sixty  years. 


WILLIAM  SEYMOUR,  a  prominent 
resident  of  Township  58,  Range  6,  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  estate  located  on 
Section  14.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising 
and  has  constantly  on  hand  a  large  number  of 
horses,  cattle  and  swine  of  the  best  breeds.  Like 
many  of  the  best  residents  of  IMarion  County,  our 
subject  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Jefferson  County 
being  his  native  place,  and  the  date  of  his  birth 
July  13,  1831. 

Philip  and  Caroline  (Williams)  Seymour,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Virginia, 
in  which  State  Philip  was  well  educated  and  when 
quite  young  assumed  the  management  of  the  home 
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farm.  In  1858  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  a  quar¬ 
ter  section  of  land,  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  widow  later  removed  to  Monroe 
City,  where  her  demise  occurred. 

William  Seymour  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Amelia,  is  living  in 
Indiana;  Richard  died  in  Kentucky;  Alfred 
makes  his  home  in  Monroe  City;  Edward  is  de¬ 
ceased;  our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth;  Eugene  is  a  resident  of  Hannibal,  Mo.; 
George  died  young;  Jennie  is  living  in  Monroe 
City;  Edward  is  deceased. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  when  old  enough 
spent  his  winters  in  attending  school  and  during 
the  summer  months  was  employed  in  working  on 
the  home  farm  until  attaining  his  sixteenth  year, 
when  he  entered  Wabash  College,  Crawfordsville, 
Ind.,  and  was  a  student  there  for  two  years.  In 
1852  he  joined  the  company  of  twenty  men  en 
route  to  California;  the  trip  was  made  overland 
with  ox  teams  and  consumed  a  period  of  eight 
months.  They  were  landed  at  Hangtown  in  due 
time  and  our  subject  entered  a  mining  claim  and 
at  once  began  his  search  for  gold.  In  1853, 
having  been  very  successful,  he  went  to  Stockton 
and  while  there  was  employed  in  teaming. 

September  ii,  i860,  Mr.  Seymour  started  on  the 
home  journey,  embarking  on  the  vessel  “John  L. 
Stephens,”  which  met  with  an  accident  before  the 
trip  was  completed.  The  passengers  were  then 
transferred  to  “Uncle  Sam,”  later  to  the  “North 
Star,”  which  vessel  landed  them  in  New  York 
City,  whence  they  came  by  railroad  to  Ralls 
County.  Mr.  Seymour  gave  his  attention  to  cul¬ 
tivating  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  his 
father  owned  and  remained  at  home  until  his  mar¬ 
riage.  That  event,  celebrated  June  16,  1864, 
united  him  with  Miss  Susan  Shacklett,  a  native 
of  this  county  and  the  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Elizabeth  Shacklett.  To  them  have  been  born 
three  children,  namely:  Clara,  born  September 
26,  1867;  Harry,  born  November  28,  1869;  one 
died  in  infancy.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  Democratic  principles;  socially  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Palmyra  and 
Chapter  No.  2.  He  took  possession  of  his  present 
farm  in  1892  and  is  well  deserving  of  the  prosper¬ 


ity  which  he  now  enjoys,  for  he  has  risen  en¬ 
tirely  thl-ough  his  own  well-directed  efforts  and 
sterling  characteristics  and  become  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  residents  of  the  county.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Superintendent  of  the  County  Poor  Farm 
and  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years  discharged 
efficiently  and  faithfully  the  duties  of  that  respon¬ 
sible  position. 


Henry  C.  JONES,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Ralls  County,  was 
born  within  its  boundaries  April  20,  1834. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  five  children  included  in  the 
family  of  Taylor  and  Cynthia  A.  (Trabue)  Jones, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Taylor  Jones  was  born  in  Goochland  County, 
Va.,  in  1805,  and  came  to  this  State  when  a  boy 
of  twelve  years.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  the  following  year,  1826,  settled  upon 
the  fine  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  our  sub¬ 
ject.  There  he  resided  for  the  remainder  of  a 
long  and  useful  life.  In  1849,  company  with 
two  of  his  brothers,  he  crossed  the  plains  bound 
for  the  gold  fields  of  California,  where  he  spent 
one  year  in  search  of  the  yellow  ore,  and  was 
handsomely  rewarded  for  the  time  thus  em¬ 
ployed. 

In  the  year  1859  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
joined  a  party  and  journeyed  to  Denver,  Col., 
prospecting,  all  returning  home  at  the  close  of 
the  same  year.  Father  Jones  was  a  very  ven¬ 
turesome  man,  and  that  his  courage  was  unques¬ 
tioned  an  incident  will  serve  to  illustrate.  He 
and  his  neighbors  had  been  losing  sheep  by  the 
ravages  of  the  wolves,  and  they  consequently  re¬ 
solved  to  hunt  them  down,  and  starting  out  early 
one  morning  they  soon  came  in  sight  of  one. 
Following  it  they  were  led  to  a  cave  which 
proved  to  be  the  home  of  a  family  of  wolves.  After 
a  consultation,  Mr.  Jones  volunteered  to  go  in, 
although  his  companions  tried  to  dissuade  him. 
He  was  determined,  however,  and  fastening  a 
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candle  to  the  end  of  a  long  stick,  by  lying  flat  on 
the  ground  he  was  enabled  to  work  himself 
through  the  small  opening.  He  had  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance  when  he  came  to  the  mother 
and  her  young.  She  attacked  his  light  so  .sav¬ 
agely  that  it  went  out  before  he  could  get  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  shoot  with  his  pistol.  Returning  to 
the  opening  he  relit  his  candle,  but  met  with  no 
better  success,  and  was  compelled  to  repeat  his 
first  attempt  several  times  before  he  could  dis¬ 
patch  the  mother.  He  finally  succeeded,  and  one 
by  one  brought  the  young  wolves  out,  and  for  a 
long  time  one  of  them  was  a  household  pet,  but 
was  finally  killed  by  a  vicious  horse.  Mr.  Jones 
was  of  a  very  generous  nature.  His  benefactions 
were  not  bounded  by  any  sect  or  creed,  but  em¬ 
braced  the  whole  race.  He  was  ever  ready  to  aid 
the  needy,  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  op¬ 
pressed,  and  to  speak  words  of  cheer  and  comfort 
to  the  sick  and  sorrowful.  IMarch  7,  1885,  they 
laid  him  lovingly  to  rest,  under  the  green  sod  of 
the  old  farm  that  was  so  dear  to  him. 

Cynthia  A.  Jones,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  of  Huguenot  ancestry  and  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families  of 
Woodford  County,  Ky.,  where  she  was  born  in 
1805.  She  was,  on  her  mother’s  side,  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Eleazer  Clay,  who  was  one 
of  the  few  Virginians  who  survived  Braddock's 
defeat.  When  nineteen  years  old  Cynthia  was 
married  to  Taylor  Jones,  and  a  tranquil  union 
blessed  the  sixty  years  of  their  life.  As  to  the 
character  of  Mrs.  Jones,  it  was  a  familiar  remark 
with  those  who  knew  her  that  she  was  as  good  a 
woman  as  ever  lived.  In  1849  she,  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  was  baptized  into  the  Christian  Church, 
and  a  year  after  the  latter’s  death  occurred.  His 
loss  was  such  a  blow  to  her  gentle  nature  that  she 
slowly  declined  until  death  came  to  her  relief,  and 
she  sank  sweetly  to  sleep.  Three  children  sur¬ 
vive  her:  Henry,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Watson,  and  IMrs.  Susan  Glasscock. 

Grandfather  Dabney  Jones  was  born  in  \"ir- 
ginia  and  came  to  Missouri  in  1817,  settling  on 
Spencer  Creek,  Ralls  County.  The  old  house  is 


still  standing  which  he  built  on  his  arrival  here, 
and  is  probably  the  oldest  dwelling  in  the  county. 
Grandfather  Trabue  was  twice  married,  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  being  the  mother  of  Cynthia  (Trabue) 
Jones.  In  her  maidenhood  sh“  was  a  Miss  Jane 
Clay,  and  a  schoolmate  and  cousin  of  Henr}' 
Clay. 

Henry  C.  Jones,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
grew  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  subscription  schools 
and  in  the  University  of  ^Missouri,  at  Columbia. 
He  was  at  home  assisting  in  the  management  of 
the  farm  on  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war.  He  en- 
I  listed  in  the  Confederate  service  under  Col.  P.or- 
!  ter,  who  was  the  recruiting  officer  of  North  ]\Iis- 
i  souri.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  Col.  Bur- 
I  bridge’s  regiment  of  Gen.  Price’s  division.  After 
1  peace  was  established  he  visited  IMexico  and  re¬ 
mained  there  one  year.  Returning  to  this  county 
he  once  more  took  up  his  home  with  his  parents, 
j  and  December  5,  1872,  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
j  E.  Tutt,  the  daughter  of  James  R.  and  IMary 
(Glasscock)  Tutt,  and  who  was  born  in  Ralls 
County  October  12,  1847.  IVrs.  Jones’  parents 
were  natives  of  Culpeper  County,  V a.,  and  reared 
a  family  of  eight  children.  Her  mother  died 
March  20,  1871,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  The 
father,  James  R.  Tutt,  was  born  August  30,  1821, 

I  and  came  to  IMissouri  in  the  fall  of  1845,  S'Cttling 
in  Ralls  County,  where  he  has  continued  to  re¬ 
side,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing.  In  1890  he  gave  up  active  business,  and  lias 
since  made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jones,  where  he  is  enjoying  the  results  of  a  busy, 
useful  life.  IMr.  Tutt  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 

About  six  years  after  this  marriage  IMr.  Jones 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  at  present  resides. 
He  has  given,  in  years  past,  a  great  deal  of  at¬ 
tention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  and  is  one  of 
the  well-known  men  of  the  county.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  liberal  sup])orter  of  all 
worthy  charities.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  she  alwavs 
takes  an  active  part. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


315 


FREDERICK  R.  LOCKLING. 


Frederick  r.  lockling,  of  Hamii- 

bal,  Mo.,  was  born  in  Lyndon,  Vt,  March 
31,  1829.  Soon  afterward  his  father, 
David,  moved  to  West  Charleston,  Vt.,  and 
settled  on  a  farm.  There  his  boyhood  years  were 
passed,  alternating  attendance  at  the  district 
school  in  the  winter  with  work  on  the  home  place 
during  the  summer  months.  In  1844  he  left 
West  Charleston  and  went  to  Penfield,  N.  Y., 
where  he  worked  with  his  oldest  brother,  Levi  L., 
for  two  years.  From  that  date  until  1848  he  made 
his  home  with  an  uncle,  Nathan  Lockling,  at 
Dansville,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  meantime 
carrying  on  his  studies  in  the  high  school  of  that 
place. 

In  1848  Mr.  Lockling  secured  a  position  on 
the  Watertown  &  Rome  Railroad,  with  his 
brother,  Levi  L.,  and  the  intervals  of  leisure  he 
devoted  assiduously  to  the  study  of  surveying, 
algebra,  geometry  and  trigonometry,  also  learn¬ 
ing  to  use  engineering  instruments.  In  1850  he 
purchased  a  set  of  instruments  and  found  em¬ 
ployment,  as  assistant  engineer,  on  what  is  now 
called  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  also 
on  the  Air  Line  Railroad,  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  to 
Chicago,  being  thus  engaged  until  1854.  The 
following  year  he  was  employed  in  locating  a 
portion  of  the  Peoria  &  Wabash  Railroad.  In 
1856,  with  his  brother,  Levi  L.,  he  assisted  in 
locating  what  was  then  called  the  Terre  Haute  & 
Alton  Railroad.  During  the  ensuing  year  he  was 
engaged  on  the  Rock  River  Valley  Union,  now 
called  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad. 
In  1858-59  he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Levi  L.,  who  was  appointed  City  Engineer  of 
Hannibal,  Mo. 

Crossing  the  great  American  desert  in  i860, 
Mr.  Lockling  finally  reached  the  “city  of  tents,” 


on  the  right  bank  of  the  South  Platte  River,  now 
called  Denver,  Col.  While  there  he  laid  off  an 
irrigation  ditch,  which  now  supplies  the  city  with 
water.  After  a  short  sojourn  in  the  far  West,  he 
returned  in  the  fall  of  i860  to  “God’s  country,” 
reaching  Jacksonport  and  Augusta,  Ark.,  the 
same  year.  In  1860-61,  he  was  engaged  in  re¬ 
claiming  swamp  and  overflowed  land  on  the 
White  River,  Ark.,  by  constructing  levees  and 
ditches.  While  in  Arkansas  he  earned  consider¬ 
able  money  and  procured  the  title  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which,  except  $500, 
he  lost  during  the  Rebellion.  In  1861  he  was 
obliged  to  choose  between  being  hanged  or  join 
the  Confederate  Army.  With  true  patriotic  spirit 
he  did  not  choose  either,  but  in  February,  1862, 
jumped  on  his  horse  and  “lit  out”  making  his 
way  to  Hannibal,  Mo.  Here  he  at  once  joined 
the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  in  which  he  served 
for  two  years,  fighting  Porter,  Quantrell  and 
other  “bushwhackers.” 

The  people  of  Hannibal,  recognizing  Mr. 
Lockling’s  comprehensive  knowledge  of  en¬ 
gineering,  appointed  him,  in  1865,  to  the  position 
of  City  Engineer,  and  in  that  capacity  he  served 
until  1870.  During  the  same  time  he  also  served 
as  Surveyor  and  Road  Commissioner  of  Marion 
County,  and  while  filling  that  office  he  made  a 
county  map  and  a  map  showing  the  right  of  way 
of  the  St.  Louis,  Kansas  &  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road  through  Hannibal.  He  also  helped  in  locat¬ 
ing  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railroad  to 
Moberly,  Mo.  In  1871  he  served  in  the  capacity 
of  City  Assessor,  after  which,  until  1880,  he  was 
chief  engineer  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad 
from  Sullivan  to  Bedford  in  Indiana.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  was  resident  engineer  in  constructing  the 
St.  Louis  &  Council  Bluffs  road. 
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For  two  years,  from  1880  to  1882,  !Mr.  Lock- 
ling  was  engaged  on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
Railroad  from  Pueblo  to  Leadville,  Red  Cliff  and 
Silver  Cliff,  also  from  Salida  over  ^larshall  Pass 
into  the  Gunnison  country  near  the  western 
boundary  of  Colorado.  During  the  first  year  he 
had  charge  of  location,  but  afterward  took  charge 
of  construction.  In  1882  he  ran  preliminar}' 
lines  from  Quincy  to  Greenville,  Ill.,  for  a  road 
which,  however,  never  nraterialized.  He  was 
United  States  Clerk  in  the  construction  of  the 
United  States  court  house  and  postoffice  at  Han¬ 
nibal.  In  1886,  the  position  of  City  Engineer  of 
Hannibal  was  again  tendered  him,  and  this  office 
he  held  continuously  to  June,  1895,  when  the 
Democrats  ran  him  out. 

As  yet  nothing  has  been  said  concerning  the 
ancestral  history  of  the  Lockling  family.  Its 
record  is  one  of  honor  and  patriotism.  The  family 
was  founded  in  this  country  by  Dennis  Lockling, 
Sr.,  and  his  brother  Joel,  who  left  Scotland  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  George  I,  of  England.  They 
were  gentlemen  of  noble  birth,  and  were  wealthy 
ship  builders  and  owners  of  vessels,  but  their 
estates  were  confiscated  by  King  George,  after 
which  they  determined  to  seek  a  land  of  freedom 
and  justice,  and  accordingly  in  1700,  they  took 
passage  on  the  good  ship  “Susannah,”  bound  for 
America.  Dennis,  Sr.,  married  iMiss  Sarah  Wil¬ 
son,  and  among  their  children  was  Dennis,  Jr.,  a 
native  of  Bolton,  Mass.,  born  September  16, 
1725.  He  served  in  the  Erench  and  Indian  wars 
and  won  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  in  the  colonial 
struggle  for  Independence,  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  Bunker  Hill,  and 
being  present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga.  His  three  sons,  Jonathan,  Levi  and 
Joel,  fought  with  him  at  Bunker  Hill.  He  was 
a  delegate  from  Dummerston,  \’t.,  January  5, 
1777,  to  the  convention  at  Westminster,  \T., 
which  declared  for  the  independence  of  ^Trmont. 
A  man  of  considerable  wealth  and  influence,  he 
was  the  possessor  of  large  landed  estates  and  was 
esteemed  wherever  known. 

Jonathan,  son  of  Dennis,  Jr.,  and  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Bolton, 
Mass.,  August  28,  1754,  and  died  in  1795,  having 


won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  student  and 
scholar,  as  well  as  an  honorable  and  upright  man. 
He  married  Rachel  Parker,  a  descendant  of 
Thomas  Parker,  who  emigrated  to  America  from 
England  in  1635,  when  he  was  thirty  years  of 
age.  David  Lockling,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  born  in  Bolton,  Mass.,  April  9, 
1782,  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  manufac¬ 
turing  and  farming  pursuits  at  Lyndon,  Vt.  He 
married  Aliss  Sarah  Lockling,  a  distant  relative, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following-named 
children:  Levi  L.,  John,  Jonathan,  Calista, 

Lucy  D.,  Nathan  P.,  David,  Sarah  A.,  Jacob  H., 
Erederick  R.,  and  Sophia. 

At  Hudson,  iMich.,  October  16,  1854,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  the  subject  of  this 
biography  and  iMaria,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Mary  C.  (Power)  Stuart.  Her  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  ^Massachusetts  and  New 
York.  Her  mother,  who  was  born  in  Farming- 
ton,  in  1803,  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
with  Airs.  Lockling,  being  quite  active  and  bright 
notwithstanding  her  extreme  age.  She  remem¬ 
bers  having  seen  General  Lafayette  upon  the 
occasion  of  his  last  visit  to  the  LTiited  States  in 
1824,  and  once  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him 
speak.  The  Stuart  family,  as  the  name  implies,  is 
of  Scotch  extraction.  Air.  and  Airs.  Lockling  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Frederick  S., 
of  Hannibal;  and  Paul  P.,  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Duffy  Trowffiridge  Stove  Alanufactur- 
ing  Company,  of  Hannibal. 

Socially  Air.  Lockling  belongs  to  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  28,  A.  F.  &  A.  AI.,  has  passed  through 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Triple  Alliance.  Politically,  as  the  reader  may 
infer  from  the  above  sketch,  he  is  a  stanch  adher¬ 
ent  of  Republican  principles.  He  is  justly  held  to 
be  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Hannibal,  both  in 
respect  to  his  private  life,  which  is  irreproachable, 
and  in  every  public  position  he  has  held,  in  which 
he  always  acted  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
and  county.  All  enterprises  that  have  for  their 
object  the  good  of  this  locality  or  the  increase 
of  the  material  wealth,  have  ever  found  in  him  an 
advocate  and  friend,  ready  to  take  hold  and  give 
them  substantial  aid,  and  that,  too,  without  hop- 
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ing  to  reap  any  direct  personal  gain,  but  looking 
only  to  the  welfare  of  others. 

Although  Mr.  Lockling  has  engaged  in  civil 
engineering  for  a  half  century,  he  is  yet  in  good 
health  and  looks  forward  to  further  usefulness  in 
his  profession.  He  is  now  considering  offers 
from  various  railroad  companies,  who  recognize 
and  value  ability  and  experience.  He  has  been 
an  able  and  faithful  servant  of  the  city  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  and  her  fine  system  of  sewerage  and  graded 
streets  are  largely  due  to  his  professional  skill, 
hard  work  and  care.  He  stands  high  in  the  com¬ 
munity  he  has  served  so  well,  and  is  highly  re¬ 
spected  by  all.  In  his  character  he  combines 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  that  win  for 
him  the  friendship  of  all  who  know  him. 


JAMES  W.  HIGGINBOTHAM.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  in¬ 
fluential  residents  of  Pike  County,  was 
President  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  in  1894,  and  is 
still  a  large  stockholder  in  that  institution.  He 
was  born  in  Amherst  County,  Va.,  August  3, 
1848,  and  at  present  occupies  his  time  in  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

Rufus  A.  and  Sarah  E.  (Hargrove)  Higgin¬ 
botham,  the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  born, 
the  father  in  Amherst  County,  Va.,  and  the 
mother  in  Nelson  County,  the  same  State.  The 
ancestors  of  our  subject  on  the  paternal  side  came 
from  Scotland  in  a  very  early  day  and  made 
settlement  in  the  Old  Dominion,  where  they  be¬ 
came  well-to-do  and  prominent  citizens.  There 
they  owned  large  estates  and  built  the  Higgin¬ 
botham  College,  a  noted  institution  of  learning 
in  the  East.  Absalom,  the  father  of  Rufus,  was 
also  born  in  Amherst  County,  where  in  later 
years  he  was  the  owner  of  many  slaves. 

James  Higginbotham  completed  his  education 
in  a  rough  five-cornered  log  schoolhouse,  the  | 
fifth  Corner  being  the  fire  place.  This  log  house  I 
was  in  Amherst  County,  Va.,  and  he  walked  four  j 
miles  across  the  fields  to  reach  it.  When  through  | 


school  he  worked  in  his  father’s  mill  and  assisted 
in  farm  work.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  started 
for  Missouri  and  while  on  the  way  to  the  depot 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  his  trunk  stolen. 
He  did  not  turn  back,  however,  although  his 
possessions  were  small  and  April  12,  1868,  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  Louisville,  with  eight  dollars  in  money. 
His  first  work  was  to  put  in  a  crop  of  tobacco  on 
rented  land  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  after 
paying  four  dollars  a  week  for  board  he  had  sixty- 
six  dollars  left  to  loan  at  ten  per  cent  interest. 
The  following  year  he  began  clerking  in  a  store 
and  continued  in  this  capacity  until  1872,  when  he 
purchased  a  one-third  interest  in  the  stock  of 
goods  and  four  years  thereafter  was  given  a  one- 
half  interest.  Things  moved  along  in  this  way, 
the  firm  in  the  meantime  making  money,  until 
1882  when  Mr.  Higginbotham  bought  out  his 
partner  and  for  three  years  conducted  affairs 
alone.  In  1885,  however,  he  sold  his  stock  to  his 
brothers,  H.  H.  and  T.  J.  and  that  year  became  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  is  now  included  in  his  valuable  estate.  He 
still  owns  the  store  building  in  town,  although  he 
traded  his  residence  property  for  land  adjoining 
his  Pike  County  farm,  upon  which  he  moved  in 
March,  1887.  He  built  here  his  present  resi¬ 
dence  in  1890  and  into  this  substantial  structure 
the  family  moved  on  December  16  of  that  year. 

To  Rufus  and  Sarah  Higginbotham  there  were 
born  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  died  when 
young.  They  were  Lucinda,  now  Mrs.  John  W. 
Myers,  who  is  living  at  Forks  of  Buffalo,  Amherst 
County,  Va.,  where  her  husband  died.  She  is  now 
Postmistress  of  that  place,  and  also  conducts  a 
store,  owns  a  farm  and  has  been  a  school  teacher. 
Her  son  Henry  is  now  attending  a  school  rf 
medicine  in  New  York;  H.  H.  Higginbotham 
during  the  late  war  was  in  the  Second  Virginia 
Cavalry  with  Fitz  Hugh  Lee.  He  is  now  living 
in  Louisville,  this  State;  Bettie  A.  C.,  married 
John  H.  Parr  who  is  a  general  mediant  at  All¬ 
wood,  Va.,  and  who  was  a  soldier  during  the  en¬ 
tire  period  of  the  war;  Thomas  J.  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  enlisting  in  1862  and 
serving  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  is  now 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Louisville,  IMo;  Pitt 


318 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


A.,  was  killed  near  Richmond  in  a  battle,  about 
three  weeks  after  enlisting  in  the  Second  Cavalry; 
our  subject  was  the  next  born;  Nora  J.,  married 
Samuel  Watts,  a  farmer  of  Amherst  County,  Va. 
He  too  served  with  Fitz  Hugh  Lee;  Samuel  B., 
was  educated  at  Columbia,  this  State,  and  return¬ 
ing  to  Virginia  is  now  living  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead;  Fletcher  H.,  is  a  general  merchant  and 
Postmaster  at  Long  Mountain,  Va. 

Our  subject  maiTied  Mettie  D.  Paxton,  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1877,  and  their  six  children  are  Rufus  L., 
born  July  19,  1878;  Mary  E.,  December  14,  1879; 
James  W.,  born  October  6,  1883,  died  July  8, 
1887;  Mattie  G.,  born  August  7,  1886,  died 
August  II,  1887;  Henry  H.,  born  August  3,  1888, 
and  Annie  P.,  September  24,  1890.  It  is  the  in¬ 
tention  of  our  subject  to  give  all  of  his  children  a 
college  education. 

Mrs.  Higginbotham  is  the  daughter  of  Luke 
H.  and  ]\Iary  A.  (Prewitt)  Paxton,  the  father 
being  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  To  this  worthy  couple  ten  children  were 
born  as  follows;  James  Robert,  a  farmer  of 
Louisville,  Mo.;  Ann  E.,  the  wife  of  W.  M.  Grey, 
farmer  of  Painsville,  Mo.;  George  V.,  a  merchant 
of  Georgetown,  Ky. ;  Martha  C.,  died  when  a 
child;  Luke  H.,  a  United  States  pension  ex¬ 
aminer  at  Kirksville,  Mo.;  John  W.,  a  farmer 
near  Clarksville,  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  who  re¬ 
sides  with  his  mother;  Mettie,  Mrs.  Higgin¬ 
botham;  Caswell  P.  and  Jefferson  D.,  both  farm¬ 
ers  near  Clarksville,  Mo.,  and  Joseph  F.,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Harvard  and  a  professor  in  the  State 
University  at  Columbia,  Mo.  Mrs.  Higgin¬ 
botham  is  the  seventh  child  and  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  and  was  born  at  Louisville,  Mo.,  November 
20,  1856.  She  obtained  an  excellent  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Pike  County,  and  is  a  woman 
of  fine  accomplishments  and  of  Christian  char¬ 
acter.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  and  foremost  in  all  its  good  works. 
The  father,  Luke  Paxton,  was  one  of  the  first 
merchants  in  Louisville  and  built  the  large  brick 
store  in  that  place,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Higgin¬ 
botham. 

Mr.  Higginbotham’s  farm  comprises  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres,  besides  two  hundred  and 


sixty  acres  which  lie  near  his  home  place.  He 
also  owns  property  in  Ashley  and  Louisville  and 
furnishes  employment  to  many  persons  in  this 
county.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and 
at  all  times  gives  his  voice  and  influence  in  favor 
of  this  party. 


Benjamin  h.  m’pike,  one  of  the  oldest 

residents  of  Missouri,  is  at  present  living 
in  retirement,  having  gained  for  himself 
and  family  a  good  competence  through  the  in¬ 
dustrious  labors  of  former  years.  He  was  born 
April  7,  1812,  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  and  was  the 
son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Van  Cleve)  McPike. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  likewise  a  Ken¬ 
tuckian  by  birth  and  made  his  home  in  that  State 
until  attaining  his  fifty-fifth  year,  when  he  started 
for  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  but  never  reached  that 
place  as  both  he  and  his  wife  died  on  the  way. 
Mrs.  McPike  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

After  the  death  of  their  parents  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  our  subject  returned  to  their  old 
Kentucky  home.  They  were  twelve  in  number, 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely:  Mary, 
Sarah,  James,  John,  Elijah,  William,  Benjamin, 
Aaron,  Hannah,  Bettie,  Ann  and  Rachel,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  Aaron.  The  latter  is  now  a  resident  of 
AUndalia. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first 
twenty-six  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State.  Fie 
attended  the  private  schools  near  his  home  and 
received  a  good  education  for  that  early  day. 
When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Rachel  J.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Nancy  Bowen,  and  to  them  were  born  thir¬ 
teen  children,  of  whom  we  make  the  following 
mention:  James  A.  was  the  eldest;  William  B. 
was  the  second  born;  Benjamin  F.  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  John  E.  departed  this  life  in  Bowling 
Green,  Mo.,  when  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  died  unnamed. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Fairfax 
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County,  Va.,  whence  she  accompanied  her  par¬ 
ents  on  their  removal  to  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
where  she  took  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
given  her  for  attending  the  pioneer  schools.  She 
was  married  to  our  subject  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  and  they  have  journeyed  together  a  periodi 
of  sixty  years.  They  are  both  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  during  their 
earlier  years  took  an  active  part  in  church  work. 
Mr.  McPike  first  located  in  Marion  County,  Mo., 
in  the  year  1838,  and  after  nine  years’  residence 
here  returned  to  his  native  State  and  engaged 
in  running  an  old-time  tavern  at  Port  Royal.  He 
also  operated  in  conjunction  with  this  a  carding 
machine.  He  continued  at  Port  Royal  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  five  years  when  he  again  took  up  his  abode 
in  Marion  County,  living  on  rented  property  for 
the  first  year.  After  this  he  removed  to  Pike 
County  and  there  purchased  farms  at  different 
periods,  finally  locating  on  his  present  place, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  locality.  It  is  now 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  extent  and  is 
well  improved  in  every  particular.  Mr.  McPike 
has  been  very  successful  in  life  and  when  each  of 
his  two  sons  was  ready  to  embark  in  life  for 
themselves  he  gave  them  $2,000.  He  attributes 
much  of  his  success  to  the  good  advice  and  pru¬ 
dent  economy  of  his  wife,  who  has  been  his  help¬ 
mate  and  companion  for  so  many  long  years.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  dyed-in-the-wool  Democrat,  and 
although  never  an  office  seeker  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party. 


JOHN  M.  DICK,  one  of  the  leading  grocers 
of  Hannibal,  has  risen  to  his  present  inde¬ 
pendent  position  through  his  own  unassist¬ 
ed  efforts;  by  strict  attention  to  correct  methods 
and  to  the  wants  of  his  customers  he  has  gained 
many  friends  and  numbers  among  his  patrons  the 
best  families  of  this  place.  His  store  is  a  large 
double  one,  fully  equipped  with  a  good  line  of 
staple  and  fancy  groceries. 

J.  M.  Dick  was  born  October  30,  1853,  in 


Hannibal,  being  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Mar}"  J. 
(Dunn)  Dick,  natives  of  Kentucky;  the  grand¬ 
parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State. 
In  1842  Nathaniel  Dick  moved  to  this  city  and 
engaged  in  the  drygoods  and  grocery  business. 
The  firm  of  which  he  was  a  member,  Dick  & 
Smith,  was  probably  the  best-known  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  at  this  point  for  a  long  period  and  com¬ 
manded  an  extensive  trade.  Their  location  was 
on  the  site  of  the  present  First  National  Bank, 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Third  Streets.  Owing 
to  the  insecurity  of  affairs  during  the  war  the 
firm  was  compelled  to  suspend  business  opera¬ 
tions,  but  afterward  Mr.  Dick  once  more  turned 
his  energies  to  commercial  pursuits  and  was  thus, 
employed  until  shortly  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  March,  1892.  In  early  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  city  police  force  and  during  his 
entire  life  was  actively  concerned  in  political  af¬ 
fairs;  for  many  years  he  served  as  City  Recorder 
and  was  also  Coroner  of  Marion  County.  The 
only  secret  society  to  which  he  belonged  was  that 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  A  believer  in  total  abstinence, 
he  never  used  intoxicants  or  tobacco  in  any  form 
and  he  retained  his  superior  mental  faculties  un¬ 
impaired  until  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year.  His  first  wife,  a  Miss  Berry 
of  Kentucky,  died,  leaving  him  two  children, 
namely;  Naomi,  wife  of  Alvin  Huser;  Minerva 
(Mrs.  D.  B.  Newbury).  His  second  wife,  Mary, 
bore  him  three  children:  John  M.,  of  this  sketch; 
Andrew  J.,  an  employe  of  the  United  States  Ex¬ 
press  Company;  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Squires),  of  this  county. 

As  opportunity  offered  our  subject  went  to 
school  until  he  was  old  enough  to  obtain  a  clerk¬ 
ship  in  a  store,  when  he  combined  the  two  pur¬ 
suits.  For  four  or  five  years  he  worked  for  B. 
Knopfel  and  then  for  some  time  was  employed 
by  James  Smith.  In  1885  he  entered  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  Mr.  Huser,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dick 
&  Huser,  and  started  in  the  grocery  business  for 
himself  in  a  very  modest  way,  as  may  be  imagined 
from  the  fact  that  his  capital  was  only  one  hundred 
dollars.  At  the  end  of  six  months  he  had  pros¬ 
pered  so  well  that  he  was  able  to  buy  out  his  part¬ 
ner  and  has  since  conducted  his  business  alone. 
The  small  grocer}"  has  grown  to  large  proportions 
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in  a  few  years  and  the  proprietor  is  rapidly  acquir¬ 
ing  a  fortune  in  legitimate  branches  of  trade. 

October  22,  1884,  Mr.  Dick  was  married  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  R.  and  Betsey 
(Overton)  Smith.  Three  children  came  to  bless 
their  union,  namely:  John  Edward,  now  a  bright 
little  fellow  of  four  years;  Ralph  M.  and  Rupell 
W.  ]\Ir.  Dick  is  a  K.  of  P.  and  a  strong  advo¬ 
cate  of  democracy. 


JOHN  W.  MALLORY,  who  for  a  number  of 
years  was  engaged  in  railroading,  retired 
from  that  branch  of  business  and  October 
10,  1886,  took  up  his  residence  in  Palmyra.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  long  years  of  service  as  a  railroad  employe 
he  managed  to  acquire  a  snug  little  fortune  and 
invested  a  portion  of  this  in  land  in  this  vicinity; 
for  some  six  years  he  lived  on  the  farm  and  then 
moved  to  the  city  proper.  He  has  held  many 
offices  of  trust  and  honor  during  his  residence  in 
various  localities  and  has  always  discharged  the 
duties  which  devolved  upon  him  with  strict  re¬ 
gard  to  the  best  interests  of  others.  He  is  very 
popular  in  the  circles  of  the  local  Democracy  and 
is  prominent  in  church  and  business  relationships. 

A  native  of  Lewis  County,  i\Io.,  IMr.  Mallory 
was  born  February  13,  1841  and  is  a  son  of  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  and  iMary  Jane  (Carson)  Mallory.  The 
former  was  born  in  Virginia,  October  12,  1808, 
and  was  the  son  of  Edward  and  Lucy  (Hum- 
stead)  iMallory,  who  were  married  March  11, 
1806.  Their  family  comprised  the  following: 
Clement  P.,  born  December  23,  1806;  Edward 
H.,  born  October  12,  1808;  Nathaniel  O.,  born 
March  1,  1810;  Susannah,  born  January  i,  1812; 
Sidney  M.,  born  November  29,  1813;  Thomas, 
born  December  19,  1816,  and  the  only  one  of  the 
sons  living  (1895);  iMary  E.,  born  December  15, 
1819;  Sarah  J.,  born  in  August,  1822;  Elias  iM., 
born  May  18,  1826.  Susannah  married  Thomas 
Ball;  Sidney  chose  for  her  husband  Nimrod 
Towles;  iMary  E.  wedded  William  Turner ;  Sarah 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  West.  All  are  dead  but 
Mary  E.,  Sarah  J.  and  Thomas  (1895).  Mrs.  IMary 
Mallory  was  born  in  October,  1819,  in  Frederick 


County,  \'a.,  and  came  from  a  long-lived  family, 
her  grandfather  reaching  the  ripe  old  age  of  one 
hundred  years.  She  became  the  wife  of  Edward 
H.  IMallory  September  12,  1839,  and  bore  him 
six  children,  of  whom  J.  W.  is  the  eldest.  The 
others  were  Lavina  J.,  born  September  19,  1842; 
Clement,  born  November  30,  1844;  Sarah,  born 
November  9,  1846;  Harriet  A.,  born  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1849;  Edward  C.,  born  March  3,  1852. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  a  life-long  member  of 
the  IMethodist  Church,  but  his  wife  was  a  Bap¬ 
tist.  During  the  war  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Union  and  in  politics  he  used  his  franchise 
in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party.  At  the  close 
of  a  good  and  useful  life  he  was  summoned  to  his 
reward  December  14,  1881.  For  thirty  years  he 
was  engaged  in  working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
and  helped  build  the  lock  gates  on  the  O.  &  C. 
Canal  prior  to  coming  west. 

The  first  years  of  J.  W.  IMallory  passed  un¬ 
eventfully  in  the  usual  occupation  of  farmer  boys; 
during  the  summer  months  he  helped  on  the 
homestead  and  in  the  winter-time  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  common  schools  of  the  district.  In 
1859  entered  the  Baptist  College  of  Palmyra, 
where  he  remained  for  a  year.  Then  going  to 
La  Grange,  Mo.,  he  stayed  in  that  section  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  Regiment,  Second  Division  of  the  Missouri 
State  Guards,  being  under  command  of  Gen. 
Green.  He  was  ordered  to  Clapp  Ford  and  in  the 
sharp  skirmish  which  took  place  at  that  point  met 
with  defeat.  With  the  others  he  retreated  south¬ 
ward  to  Shelbina,  having  a  running  fight  with  the 
Union  forces,  but  finally  reached  Price’s  Army, 
near  IMarshall.  Wdth  them  Mr.  IMallory  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  far  as  the  Osage  River  and  was  placed 
to  work  on  a  flatboat,  ferrying  supplies  across  the 
river.  Owing  to  exposure  he  was  taken  ill  and 
returned  to  Palmyra,  where  he  was  arrested  and 
for  three  months  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  old  hotel. 
On  being  released  he  took  a  position  with  the  H. 
&  St.  Jo.  R.  R.  as  a  brakeman,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  two  years.  He  was  then  appointed 
Conductor  on  a  short  run  between  Quincy  and 
Palmyra  and  two  and  a-half  years  later  began 
running  between  Hannibal  and  Brookfield.  In 
1873  he  went  to  Topeka,  Kan.,  and  for  the  next 
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fourteen  years  was  one  of  the  most  trusted  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  Santa  Fe  system.  While  in  Kansas 
he  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  and  for  two 
terms  Mayor  of  Nickerson,  Kan. 

May  26,  1864,  Mr.  Mallory  married  Ellen  M., 
daughter  of  Capt.  William  Carson,  who  was  very 
popular  and  well  known  in  this  community.  One 
son  and  four  daughters  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mallory,  namely:  Lena,  born  April  10,  1865; 
Ella  J.,  born  October  28,  1866;  Lucy  H.,  born 
November  ii,  1868;  Clara  K.,  born  Eebruary 
24,  1871;  Albert  C.,  born  July  20,  1874.  The 
eldest  daughter  married  George  Sanders  and 
lives  in  Kansas,  as  does  also  the  next  daughter, 
Ella;  Lucy  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Moore,  a 
farmer  of  Marion  County;  Clara  K.  is  still  at  home 
with  her  parents ;  the  youngest  son  is  now  absent 
in  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mallory  are  workers 
in  the  Baptist  Church  and  are  liberal  contributors 
to  religious  enterprises.  Mr.  Mallorj^  is  Secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Marion  County  Earmers’  Eire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company.  lie  has  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  acres  of  land  of  his  own  and  has  charge  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  his  mother’s 
land.  Mr.  Mallory  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree 
Mason,  having  taken  all  the  degrees  of  both  the 
York  and  Scottish  Rites,  and  is  now  Worshipful 
Master  of  the  Masonic  Order  of  Palmyra,  No.  18. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  was 
Chief  Conductor  of  the  O.  of  R.  R.  C.,  Nickerson, 
Kan.,  for  six  years.  Our  subject’s  grandfather, 
Edward  Mallory,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Mr.  Mallory  served  as  President  of  the  Conduc¬ 
tors’  Insurance  Association  of  Chicago  in  1885 
and  1887. 


JACOB  E.  STOUT  is  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  born  in  Saverton  Township,  May 
13,  1843,  is  a  son  of  Erancis  B.  and 
Anna  (Stowers)  Stout,  who  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  three  survive.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  born  Au¬ 
gust  6,  1808.  He  there  grew  to  manhood,  was 
married,  and  in  1837,  shortly  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  he  emigrated  to  Missouri  and  settled  in 


321 


Ralls  County,  where,  some  time  later,  he  was 
again  united  in  marriage,  taking  as  his  bride 
Anna  M.  Stowers,  a  native  of  Eauquier  County, 
Va.,  born  August  ii,  1813,  and  who  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  when  a  young  lady,  in  company  with  her 
parents.  In  his  early  days  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  but  later 
on  he  settled  down  to  farm  life  and  up  to  the 
time  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  June  24,  1884,  he 
followed  this  occupation.  Since  that  sad  event 
he  has  been  living  a  retired  life.  He  was  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  Ralls  County  from  1852 
to  1861,  when  he  resigned  his  office.  Jacob  Stout, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  son  of  Abel 
Stout,  who  was  a  participant  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Yorktown 
at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  Jacob  Stout  was 
a  native  of  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  and  was  born 
on  October  23,  1771,  living  all  of  his  life  on  the 
place  where  he  was  born;  he  died  on  July  3,  1851. 
Eor  about  thirty  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  Con¬ 
stable.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Coleman 
Stowers,  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
V a.,  having  been  born  in  1776  ana  dying  in  1854. 
The  maternal  grandmother,  Nancy  (Conway) 
Stowers,  was  born  in  1776  in  Eauquier  County, 
Va.,  and  died  in  1857;  she  was  a  daughter  of  a 
Revolutionary  hero. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  with  one  term  at  Beth¬ 
any  College,  West  Virginia.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  twenty-fourth  year,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  B.  Jones,  the 
date  of  the  ceremony  being  November  5,  1867. 
With  his  young  bride  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  where  he  had  purchased  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  land,  which  was  at  that  time  nearly 
all  in  timber.  As  the  years  rolled  by  he  gradually 
cleared  of¥  his  farm  and  has  since  added  to  his 
possessions  until  he  now  owns  tw'O  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  IMrs.  Stout  is  a  daughter  of  one  of 
Ralls  County’s  early  settlers.  Her  father  was  Mi¬ 
chael  J.  Jones,  wdio  was  a  son  of  Dabney  Jones, 
wdio  came  to  Ralls  County  in  1817  and  located  on 
Spencer  Creek.  The  house  which  he  built  that 
year  still  stands,  with  some  little  improvements — 
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possibly  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  Ralls  County.  i 
Mother  Jones  was  Miss  Emily  Alford,  a  native 
of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  and  was  born  March  28,  1 
1820;  she  died  in  1885.  j 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stout  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  George  F., 
James  A.,  Sarah  E.,  Thomas  J.  and  iMartha  ]\[. 
All  of  the  children  are  single  and  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  James  A.,  who  is  now  in  Texas  on  a  pros¬ 
pecting  tour,  are  living  at  home.  Mr.  Stout  is  an 
affable,  courteous  man  and  has  many  friends  in 
Ralls  County.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


CHARLES  HENRY  HARRIS,  one  of  the 
leading  stockraisers  of  Pike  County,  was 
born  in  the  Argentine  Confederation, 
Buenos  Ayres,  S.  A.,  May  12,  1854.  His  parents 
were  William  A.  and  Fanny  (Murray)  Harris.  His 
father  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  August 
8,  1805.  He  received  a  classical  education  and 
adopted  the  profession  of  law,  which  he  followed 
for  ten  years.  He  was  then  elected  to  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Legislature,  and  in  1841  was  Presidential 
Elector.  That  year  he  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  his  native  State,  serving  for  two  years. 

For  several  years  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
editor  of  the  Spectator,  published  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  later  edited  the  Constitution.  In  1845 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk  Minister  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  which  place  he  removed  in 
1851.  After  the  election  of  Buchanan  to  the 
Presidency  he  was  recalled  and  began  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Review  at  Washington,  which  he 
conducted  until  elected  Printer  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  which  office  he  held  for  two 
years.  In  1854  he  removed  to  Missouri,  locating 
in  Cuivre  Township,  Pike  County,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  died  here  ten 
years  later,  March  28,  1864.  During  the  war  he 
spent  the  most  of  his  time  in  Washington,  being 
engaged  in  the  publishing  business.  In  politics 
he  was  an  influential  Democrat  and  worked  for  i 
the  success  of  his  party  on  every  occasion.  Re-  ; 


ligiously  he  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Harris  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  pos¬ 
sessed  of  fine  attainments  and  attractive  man¬ 
ners.  He  was  one  of  the  noted  men  of  his  day, 
and  much  admired. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  after  retiring  from 
office,  made  many  trips  to  and  from  South  Amer¬ 
ica,  looking  after  his  claims  there.  His  wife  was 
also  born  in  Faucjuier  County,  \’a.,  where  her 
father  was  a  large  planter.  She  departed  this  life 
October  20,  1890,  when  advanced  in  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  William  A.,  a 
civil  engineer,  is  now  a  member  of  Congress  from 
Leaven w'orth  County,  Kan.;  Ella,  the'  wife  of  A. 
H.  Abrams,  Land  Commissioner  of  the  Texas  & 
Pacific  Railroad  Company;  ^^lurray,  engaged  in 
civil  engineering  in  New  Mexico;  our  subject; 
Henry,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Lillie,  now  the 
wife  of  Judge  Elijah  Robinson,  of  Kansas  City, 
who  is  attorney  for  the  Missouri  &  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  Company. 

Our  subject  was  about  eight  months  old  when 
he  left  Buenos  Ayres.  His  early  life  was  spent  in 
both  Virginia  and  Pike  County,  this  State,  where 
he  attended  the  common  schools.  In  1870  he 
entered  the  University  of  Kansas,  at  Lawrence, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  four 
years  later.  After  leaving  college  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  civil  engineering,  chiefly  in  the  employ 
of  the  Government.  For  seven  years  he  was  en¬ 
gineer  in  sectionizing,  nearly  all  of  the  time  in 
the  Indian  Nation.  Later  he  was  with  the  Kan¬ 
sas  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  also  in  the 
employ  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe, 
making  surveys,  mostly  in  New  IMexico. 

Charles  H.  came  to  the  old  homestead  in  Pike 
County  in  1883,  and  very  soon  thereafter  was 
elected  County  Surveyor,  holding  the  position 
about  two  years,  when  he  resigned.  Since  that 
time  he  has  given  his  time  and  attention  to  farm¬ 
ing,  making  a  specialty  of  stock-raising.  His 
father  owned  in  this  section  about  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land,  and  our  subject  has  as  his  por¬ 
tion  of  the  estate,  four  hundred  acres. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  IMarch 
8,  1887,  to  Anna  F.,  daughter  of  A.  D.  and  Ann 
Eliza  (Purse)  Riggs,  of  Ashley.  They  were  na- 
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lives  of  New  York  City,  and  both  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  The  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  three  in  number,  namely;  Maria 
June,  Francis  and  Dudley.  In  politics  Mr.  Harris 
follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father,  and 
is  a  Democrat  tried  and  true. 

Our  subject  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
county.  It  is  beautifully  located  and  under  ad¬ 
vanced  improvement.  He  takes  great  delight  in 
his  stock-raising  interests,  and  is  perfectly  con¬ 
tent  to  leave  public  life,  with  its  ups  and  downs, 
its  cares  and  perplexities,  to  those  who  like  it. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  refined  tastes  and  fine  ad¬ 
dress,  and  is  indeed  one  in  which  the  community 
can  take  pride. 


JAMES  D.  STALEY.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Pike  County,  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing  in  Indian  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Knox 
County,  Tenn.,  and  was  born  October  17,  1828, 
to  David  and  Margaret  (Perry)  Staley.  David 
was  born  in  Virginia  April  20,  1803,  and  departed 
this  life  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  June  25,  1843.  He 
in  turn  was  the  son  of  Valentine  and  Susanna 
(Buster)  Staley,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
where  the  grandfather  died  August  6,  1817.  His 
wife’s  second  marriage  was  to  J.  Davis,  who  died 
January  29,  1841.  She  survived  until  January 
21,  1849. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  reared  the  fol¬ 
lowing-named  children:  David,  John,  Walter, 
Lettitia,  Griselda,  Martin,  Valentine  and  Frank¬ 
lin,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  By  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mr.  Buster  Susanna  Staley  became 
the  mother  of  two  sons,  George  W.  and  Carring¬ 
ton,  both  deceased.  David  Staley,  during  his  life¬ 
time,  was  an  extensive  farmer,  and  also  raised  fine 
grades  of  stock  for  the  market.  In  addition  to 
this  industry  he  conducted  a  tannery,  from  which 
enterprise  he  reaped  good  returns.  As  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Missouri  he  did  much  toward  fur¬ 
thering  its  best  interests  and  aided  in  a  substan¬ 
tial  manner  many  movements  set  on  foot  for  its 
benefit. 


The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Virginia 
March  18,  1805,  and  died  May  17,  1837.  Her 
parents  were  William  and  Mary  Perry,  also  Vir¬ 
ginians  by  birth,  and  at  the  time  of  their  emigra¬ 
tion  to  this  Western  State  were  among  its  first 
settlers.  Their  household  numbered  in  time  five 
cbildren,  of  whom  James  D.  was  the  second  born. 
William  V.,  born  September  ii,  1826,  is  deceased; 
Granville,  born  March  3,  1831,  is  also  deal; 
Susan  T.,  born  January  1 1,  1833,  niarried  the  Rev. 
John  Rice,  and  makes  her  home  in  California; 
Mary  E.,  born  August  i,  1835,  married  James 
M.  Steel,  a  farmer  of  VIontgomery  County,  and 
is  now  deceased. 

David  Staley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  the  second  time,  the  lady  to  whom  he 
was  thus  joined,  March  8,  1838,  being  Jane  M. 
Maxwell.  Their  three  children  were  Margaret 
J.,  born  January  7,  1839,  now  tbe  widow  of  John 

M.  Steel,  of  this  township;  Nancy  M.,  born  May 
I,  1840,  married  W.  B.  Davis,  and  is  living  in  this 
township;  and  John  W.,  born  February  22,  1843, 
is  deceased.  The  mother  of  this  little  family  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
Maxwell.  She  is  sfill  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  daughter  Nancy. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married 
January  17,  1856,  was  Lavicia  Hendricks,  whose 
birth  took  place  in  Pike  County,  October  15, 
1837.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Amanda 
(Danna)  Hendricks,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky. 
They  came  to  Missouri  many  years  ago,  and  lo¬ 
cating  on  a  new  tract  of  land,  made  of  it  one  cjf 
the  best  homes  in  Pike  County.  Their  six  chil¬ 
dren  were  Mary  A.,  now  the  widow  of  John  Lati¬ 
mer,  living  in  Bowling  Green;  Hannah  FI.,  now 
Mrs.  Martin  Crow,  resides  on  a  good  estate  in 
Cuivre  Township;  Lavicia,  Mrs.  Staley;  Su¬ 
sanna,  Mrs.  P.  P.  Parker,  lives  in  Arizona;  James 

N.  is  deceased;  and  Clay,  who  died  in  Alississippi. 
The  one  son  and  one  daughter  included  in  the 

family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staley  are  James  M.,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  this  section,  and  Mary 
Louisa,  who  married  William  Gibbs,  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  township. 
Mr.  Staley  is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
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which  has  been  his  permanent  home  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  three  years  spent  in  Wisconsin.  He 
went  to  that  State  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  de¬ 
termining  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
after  remaining  for  the  length  of  time  already 
mentioned,  returned  to  the  home  place  and  pur¬ 
chased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  is  a 
practical  farmer,  and  from  time  to  time  has  added 
to  his  original  tract,  until  his  possessions  now  ag¬ 
gregate  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  some  of 
the  finest  land  in  Pike  County.  This  makes  of 
Mr.  Staley  one  of  the  largest  farmers  and  heaviest 
taxpayers  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  He  de¬ 
votes  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  property,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
blessed  with  marked  success.  He  is  wealthy,  pos¬ 
sessing  a  goodly  amount  of  this  world’s  goods. 
To  the  meagre  knowledge  gained  in  the  district 
schools  he  has  constantly  added  by  study  and 
good  reading,  and  is  a  well-informed  man,  thor¬ 
oughly  interested  in  the  important  issues  of  the 
day.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  Church  organ¬ 
ization,  but  his  influence  is  always  cast  on  the  side 
of  right.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Democrat  and 
a  loyal  citizen. 


Duncan  C.  SINHTH,  one  of  the  most  en¬ 
terprising  business  men  of  Cyrene,  Pike 
County,  is  engaged  in  the  hardware,  dry 
goods,  grocery  and  queensware  business  at  that 
place.  His  establishment  is  large,  and  is  well- 
stocked  with  every  variety  of  stoves,  heavy  and 
shelf  hardware,  besides  a  large  assortment  of 
crockery  of  every  quality.  This  gentleman 
comes  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  the  State,  and 
was  born  August  22,  1866. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  September  30,  1891,  to 
Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  Spot  and  Cleopatra  IMa- 
jor,  of  Big  Islands,  Va.  He  came  to  Cyrene  first 
in  1887  and  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business, 
conducting  a  thriving  trade  for  two  years,  when 
he  sold  out  his  interests  and  moved  onto  a  farm. 
His  stay  there,  however,  was  only  one  year  in 
length,  when  we  find  him  again  in  this  place,  and 


the  proprietor  of  a  hardware,  dry  goods,  queens¬ 
ware  and  grocery  store.  He  also  carries  a  large 
stock  of  harness  supplies  and  saddles,  which 
proves  very  convenient  for  the  farmers  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  when  making  purchases  in 
that  line.  In  addition  to  this  he  keeps  a  good 
supply  of  drugs. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Cyrene,  in  which  he  holds  the  offices  of  clerk  and 
treasurer.  Socially  he  is  a  Alason  and  secretary 
of  his  lodge.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Home 
Forum  Benefit  Order.  To  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Smith 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  Helen,  whose  birth 
occurred  INIarch  30,  1894. 

The  history  of  our  subject's  parents,  William 
Hugh  and  Isabella  (Fullerton)  Smith,  is  what  we 
wish  more  particularly  to  give  in  this  connection. 
They  trace  their  ancestry  back  for  many  genera¬ 
tions,  and  in  so  doing  present  an  interesting 
study,  and  many  facts  and  relationships  by  blood 
and  marriage  are  disclosed  that  are  worthy  of  the 
historian’s  pen.  They  came  of  old  and  honored 
families,  and  were  married  in  Januar}-,  1850, 
spending  nearly  two  score  years  together  ere  IMrs. 
Smith  passed  away,  in  September,  1887.  The 
father  is  still  living,  residing  in  Cyrene,  and  in  a 
full  Christian  spirit  is  passing  the  eventide  of  his 
life,  honored  by  all  who  know  him. 

William  Hugh  Smith  was  born  at  Danville,  Y a., 
January  15,  1821,  hence  his  family  history  is  not 
intimately  connected  with  Pike  County,  as  is 
that  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  was  “to  the  manner 
born”  and  passed  most  of  her  life  within  the 
bounds  of  this  county.  William  was  the  second 
of  a  family  of  thirteen  children  born  to  Byrd  and 
Sarah  Hatcher  (Woodson)  Smith,  the  father  born 
in  1790  and  the  mother  in  1796.  They  died  in 
1872  and  1867,  respectively.  Of  the  history  of  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  not  many  facts  are 
available,  save  that  he  had  an  only  brother, 
named  Berry,  who  reared  a  large  family  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Of  the  grandmother’s  history  more  is 
known.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Wood- 
son,  commonly  known  in  his  day  as  “Poplar 
Foot,”  who  was  twice  married.  His  union  with 
his  first  wife  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  sons  and 
one  daughter,  while  of  his  second  marriage  five 


James  Fullerton  married  his  cousin,  Mary  Robinson,  and  came  to  this  country  from  Belfast,  Ireland, 

in  1768.  They  had  four  sons. 
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daughters  and  one  son  were  born.  Two  of  these 
daughters,  ]\Irs.  Judy  Ganaway  and  INfrs.  Susan 
Williams,  and  their  brother  John  lived  and  died 
near  Roanoke,  in  Howard  County,  ^lo.  It  was 
to  visit  them  and  see  the  wonderful  western  coun¬ 
try  that  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  IMissouri 
about  1844,  riding  all  the  way  from  his  native 
state  on  horseback. 

After  a  time  William  Hugh  Smith  came  to 
Pike  County  on  a  visit  to  his  oldest  brother,  John 
Woodson  Smith,  who  was  engaged  as  a  merchant 
at  Prairieville,  near  Eolia.  \Vhile  here  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  lady  who  afterwards  became 
his  wife  and  companion  through  so  many  years. 
Their  first  home  after  their  union  was  at  Scott’s 
Springs,  about  two  miles  north  of  Cyrene,  where 
his  brother  John,  in  1850,  was  keeping  a  store, 
and  also  had  charge  of  the  postoffice.  There  he 
established  a  tanyard  and  prosecuted  this  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  had  learned  from  his  father. 

Here  Thomas  Berry,  the  first  son  of  William 
H.  Smith  and  wife,  was  born.  They  afterward 
moved  to  Louisiana,  and  made  their  home  there 
for  a  period  of  two  years.  About  1855  Smith 
abandoned  the  tannery  and  turned  his  attention 
to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  from  that  time 
until  selling  his  farm,  in  1892,  followed  this  in¬ 
dustry.  His  estate  was  located  about  one-half 
mile  northeast  of  Cyrene,  on  Buffalo  Creek,  and 
was  known  as  the  old  Fidlerton  farm,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years  just  preceding  the 
war,  had  been  in  the  family  between  sixty  and 
seventy  years.  There  is  still  standing  on  the 
premises  an  old  log  cabin  which  was  erected  in 
1832,  and  near  by  is  a  great  barn,  the  body  of 
which  was  built  about  1840.  The  majestic  old  wal¬ 
nut  and  other  trees  grouped  about  the  yard  show 
the  place  to  be  an  ancestral  home.  It  was  there 
that  William  H.  Smith  married  Isabella  Fuller¬ 
ton,  and  there  they  spent  so  many  happy  years 
together.  She  died  in  the  triumphs  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  September,  1887,  having  lived  to  see 
her  nine  children  grow  to  mature  years  and  set¬ 
tled  in  active  Christian  lives.  Her  family  history 
is  an  exceedingly  interesting  one,  and  since  it 
runs  back  through  more  than  a  century  and  con¬ 
nects  her  with  many  of  the  best-known  families 


of  Pike,  it  is  well  worth  the  space  to  occupy  a 
!  page  in  this  book  with  what  may  be  called  a 
I  “family  tree.” 

According  to  old  documents  in  the  possession 
of  Prof.  T.  Berry  Smith,  a  resident  of  Fayette, 
]\Io.,  there  sailed  from  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1768, 
James  Fullerton,  his  wife,  Alary  Robinson,  and 
their  infant  son  Thomas.  They  landed  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  settled  about  where  the  city  of  York 
now  stands.  He  was  captured  at  Fort  Washing- 
j  ton  during  the  Revolutionary  Y'ar  which  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  after  three  months  was  given  his  lib- 
I  erty,  but  died  a  short  time  after  reaching  home. 
His  death  was  caused  by  ground  glass  which  was 
put  in  the  bread  given  him  to  eat  by  the  British 
on  the  way  home. 

The  son  of  James,  named  Thomas,  married  a 
Aliss  Isabella  AIcCune,  or  AIcCown,  as  it  was 
anciently  called,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Alar- 
'  garet  AIcCune,  and  soon  after  this  event  accom- 
i  panied  his  mother  and  three  brothers  to  North 
I  Carolina.  There  his  eldest  son,  Robert,  was  born 
'  in  1790,  and  in  the  course  of  time  a  large  family 
grew  up  around  him  while  he  dwelt  successively 
in  Kentucky,  Alabama  and  finally  in  Alissouri, 
where,  in  1818,  he  located  not  far  from  Cyrene. 
His  eldest  son,  Robert,  had  married  Jane  Scott, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Rodgers)  Scott, 
who  were  captives  among  the  Pottawattomie  In¬ 
dians  for  three  years  in  those  early  days  when 
Kentucky  was  truly  the  “dark  and  bloody 
ground.” 

I  ^ 

Robert,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  joined 
the  tide  of  emigration  which  was  crossing  the 
Mississippi  and  came  to  Pike  County  in  1818,  in 
company  with  his  father’s  family,  the  Scotts, 
Pharrs,  Boyds,  AIcAlisters  and  other  names  now 
so  well  known  in  the  early  history  of  the  county. 
They  came  from  the  region  of  the  Cumberland 
River,  hence  brought  with  them  as  their  form  of 
l  eligious  creed  Cumberland  Presbyterianism.  The 
first  Presbytery  west  of  the  Alississippi  River  was 
organized  in  the  house  of  Thomas  Fullerton  and 
his  son,  Robert,  who  were  then  living  together. 
These  same  pioneers  held  their  annual  camp¬ 
meeting  at  what  is  now  known  as  Antioch 
Church,  which  is  an  historic  place.  In  its  grave- 
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yard  sleep  many  of  those  brave,  hardy  and  Chris¬ 
tian  pioneers. 

The  other  two  sons  and  five  daughters  of 
Thomas  and  Isabella  (McCune)  Fullerton  grew 
to  years  of  maturity,  married  and  reared  large 
families,  many  of  whom  made  their  homes  in  Pike 
County,  while  others  migrated  to  the  southwest¬ 
ern  portion  of  the  State,  also  to  points  iii  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Tennessee  and  Wisconsin.  By  referring 
to  the  family  tree  on  another  page  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  related  to  the 
McAlisters,  Boyds,  Scotts  and  others  whose 
names  are  legion. 

Robert  Fullerton  and  Jane  Scott  reared  a  nu¬ 
merous  family,  some  of  whom  died  in  childhood, 
and  of  those  who  married  only  three  became  heads 
of  families.  Jane  married  William  Watts  and  be¬ 
came  the  father  of  a  son  and  daughter,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased:  Sloan  married  in  Oregon,  and 
his  two  sons  are  all  that  bear  the  Fullerton  name; 
Isabella  married  William  Hugh  Smith,  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  six  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  Robert  Fullerton’s  first  wife  died  in  1845, 
and  some  years  afterward  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
Gurley,  and  made  his  home  about  two  miles 
from  Louisiana,  near  Buflalo  Lock,  where  he  died 
in  1859. 

Of  the  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  all  are  living  with  the  exception  of  Bartlett, 
who  died  in  August,  1894.  They  are  all  married, 
and  in  their  varied  homes  may  be  counted  twenty- 
four  children.  T.  Berry,  born  in  1850,  lives  in 
Fayette,  Mo.,  and  is  Professor  of  the  Chair  of 
Physics  and  Chemistry  in  the  Central  College; 
he  has  three  children.  Robert  Byrd,  born  in 
1852,  makes  his  home  in  Honey  Grove,  Texas, 
where  his  family,  a  wife  and  three  children,  re¬ 
side;  he  is  a  commercial  traveler.  Carr  W.  was 
born  in  1853;  he  lives  in  East  St.  Louis,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  live  stock  and  commission  busi¬ 
ness  at  the  National  Stock  Yards;  he  has  a  wife 
and  four  children.  William  Josiah  was  born  in 
1856,  and  is  at  present  with  his  brother  Carr  in 
St.  Louis.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
Thirty-Sixth  and  Thirty-Seventh  General  As¬ 
semblies,  representing  his  native  county  in  the 
House;  he  is  married  and  has  one  son.  Sarah 


Jane  was  born  in  1858;  she  married  Hannibal  D. 
Carroll,  and  their  home  is  near  Stark,  Pike 
County;  they  have  six  children.  Mary  Susan’s 
birth  occurred  in  1861 ;  she  is  the  wife  of  Clarence 
M.  Gill  and  lives  in  Cyrene;  her  family  includes 
six  sons  and  daughters.  Bartlett  H.  was  born  in 
1862  and  died  in  the  asylum  at  Fulton  in  August, 
1894;  he  was  afflicted  with  epilepsy.  Kate  Isa¬ 
bella  was  born  in  1864  and  married  Benjamin  C. 
Bankhead,  and  their  home  is  in  Cyrene.  Dun¬ 
can  C.,  the  original  of  this  sketch  proper,  was 
born  in  1866. 


David  H.  EBY  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Marion  County 
bar.  He  ranks  high  among  his  profes¬ 
sional  brethren,  is  a  man  of  analytical  mind  and 
prepares  his  cases  with  evident  research  and  care. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  engaged  in 
most  of  the  campaigns  in  this  section  for  years 
past. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  December 
31,  1852,  in  a  house  which  was  then  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  is  now  included  in  the  city  limits  of  Han¬ 
nibal.  By  the  family  records  and  traditions  the 
Ebys  are  traced  backward  from  Illinois  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  then  to  New  York  State  and  still  more 
remotely  to  Canada.  Joseph  Eby,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  settled  near  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  where 
he  spent  his  last  years.  To  himself  and  wife, 
who  was  a  Miss  Hershey,  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  ten  children  were  born,  most  of  whom 
settled  in  Northern  Illinois.  One  of  the  sons, 
David,  born  near  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  received  a 
good  general  education  and  for  a  time  attended 
college  at  St.  Charles,  Mo.  Before  reaching  his 
majority  he  entered  a  store  in  St.  Louis,  but  at 
some  period  between  1840  and  1845  came  to  Han¬ 
nibal  and  clerked  for  T.  R.  Seims  &  Co.,  early 
merchants  of  this  city.  Later  he  embarked  in 
business  for  himself  as  a  drygoods  and  clothing 
merchant  and  afterward  opened  a  queensware  es¬ 
tablishment.  After  a  time  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business,  conduct- 
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ing  an  of¥ice  until  about  1870;  then  he  operated 
a  farm  in  Ralls  County,  spent  a  year  in  Colorado 
and  again  for  a  short  period  lived  in  Hannibal, 
but  finally  settled  in  St.  Joseph,  where  he  was  a 
real-estate  and  insurance  man.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  that  city  in  1891.  In  1844  he  married 
Mary  C.  Williams,  who  died  in  1858,  and  of  their 
seven  children  only  David  H.  and  Mary  V.  (the 
wife  of  Warren  E.  Payne)  survive. 

David  H.  Eby  passed  his  early  life  in  Hannibal 
and  was  a  schoolboy  during  the  great  Civil  W^ar. 
He  remained  a  student  until  1868,  and  among  the 
teachers  whose  names  bring  up  pleasant  memories 
to  his  mind  were  IMarion  D.  Conway,  William 
Cross,  F.  B.  AIcElroy,  Miss  Nannie  IMcVeigh  and 
IMiss  Mollie  IMeadows.  He  was  fond  of  fun  and 
perhaps  inclined  to  be  a  trifle  mischievous,  trying 
his  teachers’  patience,  but  he  always  appreciated 
their  efforts  to  advance  him  in  his  studies.  His 
education  was  finished  in  Central  College,  Fay¬ 
ette,  Mo.,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1872.  At  the  be- 
einninsf  of  the  next  school  vear  he  was  offered 
a  position  as  assistant  teacher  in  the  Plattsburg 
(Mo.)  High  School,  remaining  there  a  year,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  (the  fall  of  1873)  he  was 
enrolled  as  a  student  in  the  Law  Department  of 
the  jMissouri  State  University  at  Columbia.  As 
he  had  prepared  himself  in  a  friend’s  office  in  the 
elementary  work,  he  was  able  to  complete  the 
Junior  and  Senior  Courses  in  one  year  and  took 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  1874  he 
opened  an  office  in  Hannibal,  but  three  years  later 
moved  to  Colorado  Springs,  Col.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  a  short  time.  During  two  years’  residence 
in  that  State  he  was  variously  employed,  a  part 
of  the  time  as  teacher,  then  as  manager  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  store,  clerk  in  a  hotel.  School  Director  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  having  been  elected  to  the 
last-named  position.  His  western  experiences 
were  doubtless  of  benefit  to  him  and  enlarged  his 
views  of  life,  and  in  the  fall  of  1877  came  back 
to  this  city,  settling  down  for  the  regular  practice 
of  his  profession. 

In  1881  ^Ir.  Eby  was  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  to  the  office  of  City  Recorder,  was  reelected, 
serving  three  terms,  and  in  1884  was  made  City 
Attorney,  being  twice  reelected  to  that  office  and 


serving  altogether  for  three  years.  Again  in  1890 
he  was  honored  with  the  position  of  City  Attor¬ 
ney  and  the  following  year  was  returned  to  the 
office.  As  his  practice  includes  both  civil  and 
criminal  cases,  he  has  ample  opportunity  to  try  his 
skill  in  different  directions  and  finds  this  method 
is  more  lucrative  than  any  other.  In  manner  he 
is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  readily  making  friends. 

In  1880  Mr.  Eby  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Emily 
(Gilman)  Eby.  The  young  couple  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children,  a  son  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  namely:  Jeannie  G.,  Hattie  F.  and  Xotley  F. 


El  GENE  N.  BONFILS  was  born  October 
13,  1829.  His  father,  Salvatori  Bonfiglo 
(Buonfiglio  in  the  Italian,  Sauveur  Bonfils 
in  French,  his  full  name  being  Sauveur  Francois 
Bonfils),  was  born  in  1795  in  Tempio,  Island  of 
Corsica.  He  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Pisa,  Italy,  and  was  a  strong  adherent  of  the  First 
Napoleon  and  was  Secretary,  with  the  rank  of 
Adjutant,  to  Gen.  Garraso,  of  ^Murat’s  Army. 
His  father  was  formerly  Minister  from  France  to 
Sardinia.  In  1817  he  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Rome,  on  board  the  barge  “Cleopatria,”  as  the 
invited  guest  of  Commodore  Crownenshield,  and 
landed  in  Boston  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  He  was 
for  some  time  teacher  of  Italian  at  Cambridge  and 
of  French  and  Italian  to  the  junior  officers  on  the 
United  States  man-of-war  “Independence,”  Com¬ 
modore  Bainbridge.  In  1819  he  was  married  at 
Dedham,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Alden,  a  de¬ 
scendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of  John  Alden, 
who  came  over  in  the  “^Mayflower”  in  1620.  Of 
this  marriage  eight  children  were  born,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  the  only  survivors  being  Dr. 
Julius  Bonfils  of  St.  Louis  County,  JMo. ;  Eugene 
N.  Bonfils  of  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Sereno  D.  Bonfils 
of  the  city  of  New'  York.  Sauveur  F.  Bonfils 
spent  his  life  in  the  cause  of  education.  He  was 
Professor  of  ^Modern  Languages  and  Literature 
in  the  State  University  of  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa, 
for  many  years  prior  to  1838.  He  also  held  the 
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same  chair  in  Transylvania  University,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Ky.,  where  he  died  July  6,  1849.  wife 

died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  March  27,  1851. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1854,  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  to  Miss 
Henrietta  B.  Lewis,  born  December  18,  1833,  at 
Charlotteville,  Va.,  and  the  youngest  child  of 
Thomas  M.  Lewis  and  Emeline  (Wyman)  Lewis. 
Thomas  M.  Lewis  was  the  great-grandson  of  Col. 
Robert  Lewis  of  Belvoir,  Va.,  and  also  of  Rev. 
William  Douglas  of  Virginia.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy : 
Thomas  L.,  a  merchant  and  farmer  of  Perrys  Okla. 
Ter.;  Dr.  William  D.,  a  dentist  of  Troy,  Mo.; 
Ered  G.,  a  banker  and  broker  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Henrietta  L.  (Mrs.  James  H.  Walker,  Jr.) 
of  Raton,  N.  M.;  Nellie  (Mrs.  David  R.  Lockard), 
of  Raton,  N.  M.;  Charles  A.,  City  Engineer  of 
Hannibal,  Mo. 

Eugene  N.  Bonfils  is  by  profession  a  lawyer. 
He  graduated  at  Transylvania  University  in  1849 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Troy,  Mo.,  in  1858. 
He  has  held  several  important  positions,  among 
them  being  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  Mo.,  and  Special  Agent  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Land  Office  for  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming 
during  Cleveland’s  first  administration.  In  1882 
he  organized  a  fraternal  organization  known  as 
the  Triple  Alliance.  He  is  now  and  has  since 
that  time  been  the  Secretary  of  said  society  and 
is  now  solely  engaged  in  attending  to  its  affairs. 


WILLIAM  A.  WILCOXEN.  This  pros¬ 
perous  farmer  of  Pike  County  was 
born  here  June  25,  1847.  He  has  a 
valuable  estate  lying  in  Ashley  Township,  to  the 
cultivation  of  which  he  devotes  his  time  and  en¬ 
ergies,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
it  is  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  land  in  the  town¬ 
ship. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Benjamin  A. 
and  Sarah  A.  (Mackey)  Wilcoxen,  the  former 
born  in  Bullitt  County,  Ky.,  in  1824,  and  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  of  Turkish  descent.  This  is 


known,  however,  that  he  came  to  IMissouri  when 
a  small  boy  and  later  located  on  a  farm  in  iMarion 
County.  Later  in  life  he  came  to  Pike  County, 
and  here  married  Sarah  iMackey.  This  couple 
lived  for  eight  years  on  property  near  Clarks¬ 
ville,  and  when  selling  that,  the  father  purchased 
a  larger  farm  in  the  same  nighborhood,  where  he 
spent  his  entire  life,  dying  December  i,  1880. 

The  father  of  Benjamin,  Thomas  Wilcoxen, 
was  married  in  Bullitt  County,  Ky.,  to  Sarah  Pra¬ 
ther,  and  removed  to  Bourbon  County,  the  same 
State,  where  his  wife  died  in  1828,  and  the  family 
came  to  IMissouri.  The  father  died  in  1836,  and 
was  buried  three  miles  east  of  Palmyra,  this  State, 
in  the  Armstrong  buiwing  ground.  The  two  fam¬ 
ilies  separated  in  St.  Louis.  Ruthie  Jones  died  in 
Scotland  County  in  1847.  Nervie  Jones  died  in 
Shelby  County  in  1844.  IMary  Wilcoxen  died 
in  IMarion  County,  as  did  William  Wilcoxen.  The 
brothers  and  sisters  of  Benjamin  A.  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Sarah  Summers  died  in  Marion  County; 
Nellie  Puqua  died  in  Marion  County  in  1846; 
Nancy  Alton  died  in  Marion  County  in  1882; 
Wesley,  born  in  1823,  died  July  7,  1892,  and  was 
buried  in  Monroe  City  cemetery;  Lizzie  Roads 
lives  in  Willow.  Springs,  Alameda  County,  Cal. ; 
Hamilton  and  Walter  both  died  in  Kentucky  be¬ 
fore  the  family  came  to  this  State. 

To  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Wilcoxen  there  were 
born  ten  children,  three  of  whom  died  when 
young.  William  A.  is  our  subject;  John  T.  is  liv¬ 
ing  on  a  portion  of  the  home  farm;  Edna  D.  is 
now  Mrs.  William  M.  Scott,  and  lives  on  a  good 
estate  belonging  to  her  husband,  near  Louisiana, 
i\Io.;  Willie  E.  married  Lemuel  Patterson,  and  is 
living  near  Clarksville;  Marion  is  also  a  resident 
of  that  neighborhood;  Sarah  J.  married  O.  iM. 
Pry,  and  they  have  a  farm  near  Louisiana,  this 
State;  and  Nora  P.  is  living  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Patterson. 

William  lived  at  home  with  his  father  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  He  was  married  No¬ 
vember  12,  1874,  to  Mary  V.  Emerson,  and  about 
that  time  purchased  a  farm  in  Ashley  Township, 
on  which  he  moved  and  has  made  his  home  ever 
since.  It  is  well-improved  in  every  particular, 
for  which  state  of  affairs  the  owner,  who  is  a  man 
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of  enterprise  and  energy,  must  be  given  all  the 
credit. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  two  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  H.,Roy  L.,  Ho¬ 
mer  C.,  and  Ruby  L.  are  all  at  home.  Mr.  Wil- 
coxen  is  deeply  interested  in  the  education  of  his 
children  and  intends  giving  them  every  advantage 
in  his  power.  The  eldest  son  is  at  present  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  State  University  at  Columbia,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wilcoxen  is  the  daughter  of  Will¬ 
iam  B.  and  Mary  (Lindsay)  Emerson.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Louisa  County,  A'"a.,  January 
31,  1819.  He  came  to  Pike  County  with  his  par¬ 
ents  when  a  young  man,  and  after  his  union  with 
Miss  Lindsay  settled  on  a  farm  on  Noix  Creek. 
Of  their  five  children  one  died  when  young;  Hat¬ 
tie  married  Joseph  Patton,  and  lives  in  this 
county;  Thomas  G.  is  a  merchant  in  Alton,  Ill.; 
Mary  V.,  now  Mrs.  Wilcoxen,  and  Maggie,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Durham,  and  lives  in 
Bowling  Green. 

In  religious  affairs  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  one  of  the  active 
workers  in  his  congregation.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
politically,  and  one  of  the  influential  members  cf 
his  party  in  his  township.  Mr.  Wilcoxen  is  the 
proprietor  of  six  farms,  comprising  in  all  about 
eleven  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which  he  rents. 
He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Citizens’ 
Bank  of  Bowling  Green  and  the  Citizens’  Bank 
of  Clarksville,  Mo. 


Richard  B.  conn.  Bank  Director  and 
farmer,  is  a  native  of  Marion  County,  Mo., 
born  January  4,  1839,  and  was  ihird  in  a 
family  of  ten  children  born  to  James  W.  and 
Catherine  (Bird)  Conn,  of  whom  six  are  .still  liv¬ 
ing.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in 
1804.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he  was  given  a 
thorough  education  and  began  his  career  in  \hr- 
ginia  in  the  mercantile  line,  clerking  in  a  general 
store  for  two  years.  He  was  then  appointed 


Deputy  Sheriff  and  served  in  that  capacity  some 
two  years.  In  1830  he  came  to  Missouri  c>n  a 
tour  of  inspection,  and  after  about  eighteen 
months  spent  in  IMarion  County,  he  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  country  that  he  returned  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  was  married,  and  with  his  young  wife  came 
to  ^Missouri  and  settled  in  IMarion  County,  where 
he  spent  about  twenty  years  as  a  farmer.  In  1852, 
with  his  family,  he  removed  to  Ralls  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  man  of  unusually  bright  intellect,  well  educated, 
and  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  penmen  in  the 
county.  Ill  health  prevented  him,  however,  from 
entering  upon  an  active  business  life,  and  for  t’nis 
reason  he  was  a  cpiet  farmer.  His  death  occurred 
many  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  received  a  primary 
education  in  the  common  school,  finishing  with 
a  four  years’  course  at  the  Van  Rensselaer 
Academy.  On  leaving  school  he  settled  down  to 
the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  for  some  years  traded  ex¬ 
tensively  in  stock,  buying  and  shipping,  and  in 
this  way  laid  the  foundation  for  his  present  com¬ 
fortable  home.  In  1867,  after  having  passed  his 
twenty-eighth  year,  he  was  in  a  position  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  wife,  and  on  the  31st  of  October  of  that 
year  he  married  Jane  A.  Briscoe.  In  1870  he 
purchased  his  present  farm  and  has  here  since 
made  his  residence.  His  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  Philip  and  Permelia  (Emerson)  Briscoe,  who 
were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  came  to  ^Missouri 
at  an  early  day.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conn  have 
been  born  four  children:  Philip,  James,  Permelia, 
and  William  A.,  all  of  whom  are  yet  at  home.  ]ylr. 
Conn  is  a  very  practical  farmer,  and  one  that 
keeps  abreast  of  the  times.  His  farm  consists  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  well  improved  and 
entirely  free  from  encumbrance.  He  is  a  man 
with  many  friends,  and  well  deserves  the  high 
opinion  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
been  Road  Overseer  at  various  times  for  the  past 
ten  years.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  tlie  United 
Workmen. 


WILLIAM  H.  FKASTKR. 
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WILLIAM  HENRY  FEASTER. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  FEASTER,  now 

living  a  retired  life,  resides  on  Section 
15,  Township  58,  Range  7.  He  is  a 
native  of  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  born  August 
5,  1812,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Bow¬ 
den)  Feaster,  who  were  natives  of  Middletown 
Valley,  Frederick  County,  Md.,  where  they  were 
married,  and  later  moved  to  Montgomery 
County,  in  the  same  State.  They  remained  in  the 
latter  county  several  years,  and  then  returned  to 
Frederick  County,  where  they  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  days.  The  mother  died  in  1826,  at 
the  age  of  forty-five.  The  father  died  in  1853,  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  They  were  parents  of  nine 
children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters:  Susan 
and  Jonathan,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Peter  Rose,  now  deceased;  Mary  A.,  married  H. 
Wadsworth,  and  is  now  deceased;  William  H., 
our  subject;  Daniel,  deceased;  Matilda,  married 
C.  Wadsworth,  now  deceased;  Martha,  married 
to  J.  Brownie;  Margaret  was  also  the  wife  of  J. 
Brownie,  and  is  now  deceased;  and  Emanuel, 
deceased.  On  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Henry 
Feaster  married  the  Widow  Burns.  By  this  last 
marriage  there  were  no  children.  Mrs.  Feaster, 
by  her  first  husband,  had  one  daughter,  Almira, 
who  is  now  deceased,  but  who  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Richard  Waters,  and  later  to  Samuel  Har- 
gette.  Both  her  husbands  are  now  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State,  and  received  such  education  as 
a  common  school  of  that  day  afforded.  He  re¬ 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  until  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  brother-in-law,  which  he  occupied 
two  years.  He  then  came  to  Missouri,  and  made 
his  home  at  Palmyra,  but  engaged  iir  farm  work 
by  the  month,  which  he  continued  a  few  years. 


In  March,  1840,  at  West  Ely,  Mo.,  he  married 
Mary  J.  Earhardt,  who  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  a  daughter  of  Philip  Earhardt,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  that  State.  Her  father  came  to  Pal¬ 
myra,  Mo.,  in  the  fall  of  1837,  and  remained  in 
this  county  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  To 
our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  six  sons  and  three  daughters :  Philip  H.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Daniel  S.,  a  farmer  in  Union  Township, 
was  first  married  to  Sidney  A.  Crane,  also  of  that 
township,  who  died,  leaving  one  child,  also  de¬ 
ceased;  his  second  wife  was  Mary  Phillips,  by 
whom  he  has  seven  children:  Lilburn,  Philip, 
John,  Milton,  Lillie,  Nellie  and  Effie.  Margaret 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Preston  Young,  a  farmer  and 
miner  of  Butte  County,  Col. ;  their  children  are  as 
follows:  Archibald,  deceased;  Preston,  Daniel, 
Mary,  Alice,  Josie,  William,  James,  Ernest  and 
John;  William  E.,  a  farmer  of  this  township,  mar¬ 
ried  Annie  Phillips,  who  is  now  deceased;  their 
children  are  Lizzie,  Effie,  Joe  and  John  H.,  all  at 
home;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Kiser,  a 
farmer  in  Warren  Township,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Philip  T.  and  Mary  E. ;  Samuel  J.  is  a 
merchant  at  Philadelphia,  Mo.,  and  has  been  twice 
married;  his  first  wife  was  Emma  Menefee,  of 
Marion  County,  who  died,  leaving  three  children, 
Roger,  Willie  Mary  and  Leuellie;  his  second  wife 
was  Mrs.  Lizzie  Smith,  of  this  county,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Jennie.  Emanuel  P.  lives  at  home 
and  manages  the  estate;  Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of 
James  Rogers,  of  Palmyra;  their  children  are  Er- 
nestj  Samuel  J.,  and  Jennie;  John  is  a  farmer  in 
this  township;  he  married  Carrie  Crane,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Inez  and  Thomas.  Mr.  Eeas- 
ter  has  six  great-grandchildren. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Feaster  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  South  River,  which 
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he  improved,  and  where  he  remained  until  i86i, 
when  he  came  to  his  present  home  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine  land.  Here  he  has  a 
splendid,  well-improved  farm,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 
His  children  were  all  given  good  educations,  and 
each  of  them  have  been  well  provided  for  in  this 
life.  No  family  in  Marion  County  is  more  de¬ 
serving  of  respect  than  that  of  William  H. 
Feaster. 


Marquis  D.  fountain  (deceased) 

was  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of 
Liberty  Township,  Marion  County.  He 
was  summoned  to  the  home  beyond  Januar}^  12, 
1887,  at  the  old  homestead  of  his  wife’s  parents, 
where  he  had  dwelt  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  with  which  he 
became  identified  some  three  years  before  his  de¬ 
mise,  and  to  his  wife  and  children  he  left  an  hon¬ 
ored  name  and  an  unblemished  record ;  his  many 
sincere  friends  have  deeply  deplored  his  loss. 

The  birth  of  M.  D.  Fountain  occurred  in  Van 
Buren  County,  Iowa,  March  2,  1844,  and  while 
he  was  still  a  mere  lad  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Missouri,  and  here  grew  to  man’s  estate.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  his  home  was  in  Lewis  County, 
about  three  miles  south  of  Deer  Ridge,  on  a  farm, 
where  he  received  a  district-school  education;  he 
was  also  a  student  in  Michigan.  After  devoting 
some  time  to  farming  he  went  to  Hannibal,  Mo., 
and  found  employment  in  a  lumber-yard,  after 
which  he  rented  for  a  year  a  farm  in  Lewis  Coun¬ 
ty  and  about  1877  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
where  his  wife  was  born  and  where  the  family 
have  since  resided. 

February  28,  1867,  occurred  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  and  Frances  B.,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Caro¬ 
line  Thrasher,  and  born  July  23,  1845,  the  farm 
which  lies  about  four  miles  east  of  Palmyra.  She 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Joel 
Watson,  born  July  29,  1868,  has  recently  taken  a 
commercial  course  of  training;  Caroline,  born 
January  2,  1870,  was  married  to  Marquis  McRea 
of  Lewis  County,  October  16,  1889,  and  has  one 


child — Marquis  Russell — the  family  residing  at 
No.  338  Chestnut  street,  Hannibal,  where  ]\Ir.  Mc¬ 
Rea  is  manager  of  the  feed  store  of  C.  M.  Algers ; 
Marquis  Henry,  born  February  13,  1878,  has  full 
control  of  his  mother’s  farm  and  is  an  enterprising 
young  man;  Frances,  bom  July  13,  1877,  is  still 
attending  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and 
lives  with  her  mother. 

Mr.  Fountain  had  little  interest  in  public  offices, 
preferring  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  home 
and  family.  A  few  months  during  the  war  he 
served  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  politically  he 
was  a  Democrat.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Methodist  and  ever  strove  to  show  forth  in  his 
daily  life  the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule.  For 
sixteen  months  before  his  death  he  was  a  great 
sufferer,  but  bore  his  affliction  bravely  and  was 
fully  resigned  to  die.  He  is  now  sleeping  his  last 
sleep  in  the  cemetery  of  Thrasher’s  Chapel,  his 
funeral  services  having  been  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kennell.  Our  subject  was  of  French 
extraction,  but  his  father  was  a  native  of  Delaware 
and  for  many  years  resided  in  \'’an  Buren  County, 
Iowa;  his  last  days  were  spent  in  Missouri,  where 
he  died  October  9,  1867,  aged  sixty-one  years, 
and  was  buried  at  Deer  Ridge,  while  his  wife,  who 
departed  this  life  in  1888,  was  first  buried  at 
Thrashers’  Chapel,  but  a  year  later  her  remains 
were  placed  by  the  side  of  her  husband.  Their 
children  were  named  as  follows:  John,  William, 
Henry,  Solomon,  Marquis  D.,  Josephine,  George 
Ann  and  Maria. 

Mrs.  Fountain  is  now  the  owner  of  the  farm 
which  previously  belonged  to  her  father  and 
grandfather.  She  is  the  eldest  of  five  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Her  brother,  John 
F.,  born  August  29,  1847,  married  Sarah  Rush 
and  they  are  now  residents  of  Hannibal,  where 
I\Ir.  Thrasher  is  employed  in  the  milling  business; 
William  Porter,  born  April  7,  1849,  married  Rach¬ 
el  English,  who  died  September  22,  1874,  and  he 
is  now  a  resident  of  Lewis  County;  Joel  Francis, 
born  April  30,  1853,  married  Fannie  English  and 
is  now  living  in  Hannibal.  The  father  of  these 
children,  Joel  Thrasher,  was  born  February  19, 
1824,  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church 
January  16,  1875.  His  wife  Caroline,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1824,  is  now  living  with  her  youngest 
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son  in  Hannibal.  Joel  Thrasher  being  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order  was  buried  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  fraternity  and  in  his  honor  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  lodge  wore  mourning  for  thirty  days. 
He  had  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land,  which 
is  rented  to  a  son;  the  present  homestead  was 
built  by  the  father  in  1855. 


ARMONGSTRONG  M’ADAMS  is  a  native 
of  Harrison,  Ky.,  born  October  24,  1827; 
he  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  grandfather, 
McAdams,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  and  resided  there  when  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  live  in  the  fort  as  protection  from  the  In¬ 
dians.  At  one  time  he  owned  six  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  of  which  West  Cincinnati 
forms  a  part.  He  died  in  Cincinnati  at  the  age  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  years.  The  day  of  his  death 
he  walked  one-half  mile,  trimmed  some  fruit  trees 
and,  returning  to  the  house,  fell  dead.  He  was 
the  father  of  eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Armongstrong  McAdams,  Sr.,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  and  in  early  life  was  an  apprentice  to  a 
hatter  named  McFarland.  On  completing  his 
trade,  and  when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he 
left  Cincinnati  and  went  from  place  to  place, 
working  at  his  trade  in  different  cities.  He  finally 
located  near  Paris,  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  where 
he  married  Nancy  Purcell,  a  native  of  Kentucky. 
Here  he  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
until  1835,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Pike 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  entered  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  When  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  service  at 
Paris  and  marched  all  the  way  to  Canada.  His 
company  was  captured  by  the  Indians  and  British 
and  confined  in  rail  pens,  being  exposed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  Canadian  winter  without  suf¬ 
ficient  clothing  or  protection  of  any  kind.  Here 
he  received  injuries  from  which  he  never  recov¬ 
ered;  his  death  occurred  in  1856  and  he  was  bur¬ 


ied  with  Masonic  honors,  being  a  Master  Mason. 
His  wife  died  of  cholera  in  Kentucky.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Edward  D., 
who  lived  and  died  in  Houston,  Ky. ;  Eliza,  who 
remained  single  and  died  in  Kentucky;  Stephen, 
who  removed  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  there 
died;  Missouri,  who  married  Underwood  Ber¬ 
nard,  of  Ralls  County;  Mary  J.,  who  married 
Wayne  Glascock;  Barney,  who  located  in  Pike 
County,  where  he  died;  Armongstrong,  who  is 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Rachel,  who  married 
Charles  Elores,  of  Pike  County.  Before  leaving 
Kentucky  the  father  of  these  children  married 
Prudence  Alexander. 

Armongstrong  McAdams,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Pike 
County  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1850  he  crossed  the  plains  by  horse  team  to 
California  and  was  six  months  en  route.  He  lo¬ 
cated  on  Weaver  Creek  and  engaged  in  mining  in 
different  places  for  three  years.  He  returned  home 
by  water  and  the  Gulf  &  Mississippi  Railroad.  On 
his  return  he  was  engaged  as  overseer  for  James 
Glasscock,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1859, 
when  he  went  to  Colorado  and  spent  one  season. 
Returning  to  his  old  home  he  again  entered  the 
service  of  Mr.  Glasscock  and  was  with  him  when 
the  war  broke  out.  He  enlisted  in  the  State  Mi¬ 
litia  and  served  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he 
was  mustered  out  and  went  to  Montana,  where  he 
engaged  in  mining  and  remained  four  years,  be¬ 
ing  reasonably  successful. 

In  1867  he  returned  to  Missouri  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  was  married  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1877,  to  Avarilla  Hyde,  widow  of  Pres¬ 
ton  Hyde,  and  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hayden)  Bailey;  she  was  born  in  Ralls 
County,  Mo.  Her  father  was  born  in  Virginia 
and  her  mother  in  Kentucky.  After  his  marriage 
our  subject  remained  on  his  farm  until  the  death 
of  his  wife,  which  occurred  on  Eebruary  25,  1883. 
By  their  union  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Some  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr. 
McAdams  married  IMrs.  Polly  Tompkins,  widow 
of  C-  W.  Tompkins  and  daughter  of  George  and 
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Polly  (Roland)  Ashburn;  she  is  a  native  of  Pike 
County,  IMo.,  and  was  born  on  September  9, 
1827.  Her  father  was  born  in  Virginia  and  her 
mother  in  Kentucky.  By  her  first  husband,  C. 
W.  Tompkins,  Mrs.  iMcAdams  was  the  mother  of 
thirteen  children;  Columbia  O.,  who  married 
Josiah  Thomas,  of  Pike  County,  ]\Io.,  and  died 
on  September  27,  1884;  George  R.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1849,  riow  in  New  London,  IMo. ;  William 
H.,  born  December  ii,  1850;  Wesley  E.,  born 
September  14,  1852,  died  July  29,  1876;  Henry 
V.,  born  March  15,  1854;  Martha  C.,  born  April 
12,  1855,  married  Adolphus  Barnett,  of  Pike 
County;  Polly  E.,  born  June  8,  1857,  married  J. 
Culbertson  and  subsequently  became  the  wife  of 
Albert  Reed;  Nancy  C.,  born  October  19,  185S, 
married  William  Glascock  and  died  June  15, 
1859;  Weldon  C.,  born  Eebruary  2,  i860,  died 
July  29,  1876;  Nancy  A.,  born  October  6,  1861; 
James  Eillmore,  born  April  18,  1863,  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  1865;  Linney  E.,  born  October  17,  1864, 
died  August  7,  1876;  Laura  M.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Lake,  of 
Ralls  County.  The  father  of  IMis.  McAdams, 
George  Ashburn,  was  born  on  February  6,  1795, 
and  died  on  April  12,  1868.  Polly  Roland,  his 
wife,  was  born  on  February  14,  1793,  and  died  on 
September  8,  1859.  Christopher  W.  Tompkins, 
son  of  William  Tompkins,  married  Mary  P.  xA.sh- 
burn  on  March  5,  1848. 

Mr.  McAdams  was  formerly  a  Whig,  as  was 
his  father  before  him.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  and 
is  considered  a  well-to-do  and  prosperous  farmer. 


JOHN  STAMBAUGH  is  one  of  the  wide¬ 
awake  farmers  and  stock  raisers  who  finds 
both  pleasure  and  profit  in  cultivating  the 
soil.  His  valuable  estate  is  located  on  Section  29, 
Township  55,  Range  4,  Ralls  County,  and  is  well 
managed  and  well  equipped  with  the  necessary 
buildings,  machinery,  etc. 

Mr.  Stambaugh  was  born  in  Frederick  County, 


Md.,  February  27,  1837,  and  was  the  eighth  in 
order  of  birth  of  the  family  comprising  eleven 
children,  belonging  to  John  and  Elizabetn  (Her) 
Stambaugh,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The 
fathers  birth  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  in  the 
year  1800.  He  was  a  boy  when  taken  to  Mary¬ 
land  by  his  parents  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
was  married  and  lived  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1876.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  his  long  life  being  one  of  upright¬ 
ness  and  good  deeds.  His  wife  was  born  in  Fred¬ 
erick  County,  Md.,  about  the  year  1805,  and 
passed  her  entire  life  within  the  boundaries  of  her 
native  State.  She  too  was  a  Lutheran  in  religion, 
dying  firm  in  that  faith  in  1881. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  is  of  German  de¬ 
scent,  his  great-grandfather  on  his  father’s  side 
having  emigrated  with  his  parents  from  that  Em¬ 
pire  to  America  when  a  child.  John,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  lived  with  his  parents  until  grown,  in  the 
meantime  attending  the  public  schools  regularly. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
home  farm  for  several  years  after  reaching  his 
majority,  and  then  began  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer.  For  some  two  years  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand,  but  in  the  fall  of  1864  decided  to  come 
West,  and  November  of  that  year  found  him  in 
Illinois,  where  he  remained  until  the  following 
year.  During  that  time  he  was  married  and,  with 
his  young  wife  and  her  parents,  came  to  iMis- 
souri.  In  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres 
of  land  in  Spencer  Creek,  which  adjoins  his  pres¬ 
ent  estate.  In  the  year  1877  he  became  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  tract  on  Section  29,  and  the  next 
year  located  upon  it  and  has  since  made  it  his 
home. 

Miss  Sarah  M.  Baumgardner,  to  whom  our 
subject  was  married  November  24,  1864,  was  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  E.  (Shoemaker) 
Baumgardner,  natives  of  Maryland,  in  which 
State  Mrs.  Stambaugh  was  also  born,  the  date 
thereof  being  March  10,  1832. 

Of  the  four  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  only  two  are  living,  namely:  John  M., 
who  remains  at  home  and  assists  in  the  manage- 
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ment  of  the  farm,  and  Lilly,  now  the  wife  of 
Reuben  Holliday  of  Pike  County,  Mo.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Stambaugh  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic 
principles  and  candidates.  He  is  a  true  Christian 
gentleman  and  an  active  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  He  thoroughly  identifies  himself 
with  whatever  will  best  promote  the  highest  in¬ 
terests  of  his  community,  his  liberality  helping 
forward  many  schemes  for  its  improvement,  and 
he  is  numbered  among  its  most  loyal  citizens. 


WILLIAM  JACKSON  SISSON,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Bowling  Green, 
Pike  County,  is  now  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness,  but  for  many  years  was  identified  with  the 
milling  interests  of  the  county.  In  July,  1879,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  McAllister  Brothers 
and  purchased  an  unfinished  mill  in  this  place, 
which,  after  completing  on  modern  plans,  they 
continued  to  conduct  successfully  for  ten  years, 
and  then,  owing  to  poor  health,  he  sold  out  the 
plant  to  W.  J.  Hume  in  1889.  Mr.  Sisson  is  well 
off  in  this  world’s  goods,  having  won  success  by 
his  own  industrious  efforts,  and  well  deserves  to 
reap  the  reward  of  his  years  of  earnest  and  zealous 
toil. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  John  and  Mary 
(Strother)  Sisson,  who  were  married  September 
23,  1819.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Fauquier 
County,  Va.,  January  25,  1794,  and  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  was  reared  to  an  agricultural  life. 
During  his  boyhood  he  obtained  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  by  attending  a  private  school  for 
a  few  weeks  each  winter,  and  was  only  eighteen 
years  old  when  he  enlisted  under  Maj.  Jeffries  and 
served  during  the  entire  war  of  1812.  He  then 
commenced  an  apprenticeship  as  a  miller,  follow¬ 
ing  the  trade  until  1832,  when  he  embarked  in 
farming,  and  managed  a  Virginia  plantation  for 
six  years.  In  1838  he  emigrated  to  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  and  leased  a  farm,  where  he  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  Septem¬ 
ber  16,  1845.  He  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a 


member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he 
was  an  old  line  Whig.  His  wife,  Mary  Strother, 
was  born  June  7,  1804.  Mrs.  Mary  Sisson  died  Oc¬ 
tober  2,  1840,  and  in  December  of  the  following 
year  John  Sisson  married  Miss  Mary  Noel,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  namely:  Samuel  L., 
now  a  resident  of  Frankford;  Harriet  N.,  wife  of 
Mr.  Jones,  and  Barbara  F. 

William  J.  Sisson  was  born  in  Fauquier 
County,  Va.,  August  22,  1822,  and  is  one  of  nine 
children.  His  brother,  Henry  L.,  died  December 
16,  1847,  aged  twenty-six  years.  Margaret  A.  is 
the  widow  of  Henry  Kelley,  of  Curreyville,  Pike 
County;  John  James  is  now  living  in  Pueblo, 
Col.  George  Edward  died  while  on  a  trip  across, 
one  year;  Mary  C.,  is  the  widow  of  Jeseph  Mc- 
Cune,  of  McCune  Station,  Pike  County;  Jane 
Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  William  R.  Brown,  of 
Curreyville;  Julia  Virginia  married  Barnett  Shell- 
house.  She  was  born  March  26,  1839,  died 
in  1858. 

In  1850  W.  J.  Sisson  went  to  California  and  for 
five  years  engaged  in  gold  mining,  with  fair  suc¬ 
cess.  He  then  concluded  to  return  home,  and 
doing  so  launched  out  into  the  milling  business. 
In  1855  he  purchased  a  grist  mill  near  Ashley, 
in  this  county,  and  operated  the  same  until  March, 
1863,  when  in  partnership  with  P.  P.  Bell,  he 
bought  a  flour  mill  in  the  village  of  Ashley  and 
carried  on  the  plant  until  1878.  In  1888  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  as  a  matter  of  speculation  and  sold 
it  to  good  advantage  in  1891. 

In  1855  Mr.  Sisson  married  Emily  Elizabeth 
Kneedler,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  November 
19,  1832,  her  parents  being  Thomas  J.  and  Mary 
Jane  (Hesser)  Kneedler.  The  father  by  trade  was 
a  merchant  tailor.  After  reaching  his  majority 
he  moved  to  White  Post,  Va.,  where  he  died  Oc¬ 
tober  10,  1839.  Her  only  brother,  James  Ed¬ 
win,  who  died  November  5,  1862,  was  born 
May  31,  1831.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sisson  have  only 
one  child,  Maggie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  C. 
Biggs,  of  Curreyville.  jMrs.  Sisson  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  with  which  de¬ 
nomination  her  parents  were  also  associated.  Our 
subject  is  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
although  his  parents  were  Baptists.  Politically 
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he  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Pholix  Lodge  No.  136,  A.  F.  and  A.  AL,  Pike 
Chapter  No.  86,  K.  T.,  and  Cyrene  Commandery 
No.  13.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  good 
old  ^drginia  type,  his  character  being  above  re¬ 
proach. 


STEPHEN  G.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  justly  consid¬ 
ered  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  has  been  engaged  in  practice  here 
since  the  spring  of  1878.  In  the  winter  of  i888- 
89  he  attended  lectures  at  Bellevue  Hospital  ^led- 
ical  College,  New  York  City,  and  under  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  noted  Prof.  Bryant  took  a  special 
course  in  surgery  and  gynecology,  in  both  of 
which  branches  he  is  now  very  proficient.  It  is 
his  constant  endeavor  to  keep  up  with  the  times 
in  everything  relating  to  his  profession ;  he  is 
broad  in  his  views  and  takes  great  interest  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs. 

The  first  ancestor  of  Dr.  Smith,  of  whom  he  has  ( 
authentic  record,  was  John  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Holland  in  1745  and  married  a  Miss  Schneider 
in  1766.  Although  it  is  not  known  at  just  what 
time  he  arrived  in  America  it  is  a  fact  that  he  set¬ 
tled  in  iMorris  County,  N.  J.,  where  he  reared  his  ! 
family.  One  of  his  sons,  David,  born  in  1768,  | 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  married  ! 
and  had  a  good  family,  of  whom  Isaac,  born  in  | 
1800  in  Morris  County,  was  the  eldest.  In  1812 
David  Smith  moved  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  pur¬ 
chased  land  from  the  Government  near  what  is 
now  Columbus,  but  which  was  then  a  wilderness, 
and  began  its  improvement. 

Isaac,  the  father  of  S.  G.  Smith,  spent  his  boy¬ 
hood  at  home,  sharing  in  the  labors  and  sports 
common  to  his  day  and  frontier  life.  W  hen  only 
thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  noted  as  a  successful 
hunter  and  one  nighi  while  in  a  tree  near  a  salt 
lick  awaiting  the  coming  of  deer,  he  saw  a  large 
black  bear  approaching  and  shot  the  brute,  kill¬ 
ing  him  instantly.  In  early  manhood  he  turned 
his  attention  to  contracting  for  stonemasonry  and 
constructed  many  of  the  locks  on  the  Ohio  Canal 
in  Tuscarawas  County,  and  also  erected  an  aque¬ 


duct  along  the  course  of  the  same  canal.  About 
1830  he  purchased  a  wild  tract  of  land  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  upon  which  he  erected  a  cabin,  and 
which  he  improved.  This  tract  was  near  his  fath¬ 
er's  and  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born. 
This  land  in  later  years  became  very  valuable,  as 
it  was  near  the  growing  City  of  Columbus.  He 
was  the  only  one  of  three  sons  who  survived  child¬ 
hood.  Of  his  two  sisters  but  one  is  living,  Jane, 
who  married  Charles  Hand  more  than  sixty-five 
years  ago  and  now  resides  on  the  old  farm  which 
David  Smith  entered  nearly  a  century  ago.  Both 
David  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  over  four-score 
years  of  age.  In  1872  Isaac  Smith  emigrated  to 
^lissouri,  locating  in  Hannibal,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  widow,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  WTight,  survived  him  sev¬ 
eral  years,  departing  this  life  in  1888.  She  was 
born  in  ^laryland  in  1809  and  became  the  wife  of 
i\Ir.  Smith  in  1831. 

A  native  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  Dr.  Smith 
was  born  August  10,  1845,  though  he  was 
brought  up  to  farm  life  his  inclinations  did  not  tend 
in  that  direction.  At  inten^als  he  attended  school 
until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Ohio  Na¬ 
tional  Guards,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
B,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Regiment,  and 
was  mustered  into  the  one  hundred  days’  service 
at  Camp  Chase  May  2,  1864.  With  his  command 
he  was  hastily  ordered  to  the  front  and  was  under 
fire  in  the  entrenchments  between  Petersburg  and 
Richmond  nearly  all  of  the  time  up  to  August  20, 
when  he  was  mustered  out.  On  his  return  home 
i\Ir.  Smith  resumed  his  interrupted  studies  and  in 
1865-66  attended  the  Normal  School  at  Johns¬ 
town,  Ohio;  later  he  entered  Central  College  of 
Franklin  County,  Ohio.  Then  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  one  term,  when  he  determined 
to  come  west,  and  in  1868  located  in  Ralls  County, 
IMo.,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  seven  or 
eight  years. 

Having  long  been  desirous  of  entering  a  pro¬ 
fessional  life.  Dr.  Smith  entered  the  office  of  Drs. 
Knox  and  Asbury,  IMonroe  City,  in  1875,  and 
after  due  preparation  went  to  Columbus  IMedical 
College,  Ohio,  graduating  therefrom  in  1878, 
since  which  time  his  field  of  practice  has  been  in 
this  thriving  city,  where  prosperity  has  attended 
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him.  In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Republican, 
but  is  not  desirous  of  public  office.  For  several 
terms  he  has  been  President  of  the  Hannibal  Med¬ 
ical  Society,  which  honor  bespeaks  his  influence 
in  the  community.  Fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  K.  of  the  M. 

January  7,  1873,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Dr.  Smith  and  Susan  B.,  daughter  of  Henry 
Hayes  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.  She  was  called  to 
the  home  beyond  January  25,  1875.  In  October, 
1889,  the  doctor  wedded  Cora  L.  Bauer  of  Han¬ 
nibal.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  Bauer  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Leota  Gladys.  The  doctor  and  wife  have  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  them. 


JAMES  DICKSON,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war, 
is  now,  as  he  has  been  for  many  years,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Natchez,  Miss.,  though  his  family 
have  their  home  in  Liberty  Township,  Marion 
County,  whither  he  returns  for  two  or  three 
months  annually.  For  three  years  he  was  Dep¬ 
uty  Revenue  Collector,  for  two  years  was  Assess¬ 
or  of  Adams  County,  Miss.,  and  for  some  time 
was  Chief  Deputy  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Natch¬ 
ez,  filling  this  position  without  remuneration  on 
account  of  the  rule  that  pension  attorneys  cannot 
hold  any  position  with  salary.  During  the  past 
two  decades  he  has  conducted  a  pension  claim 
agency  with  good  success. 

The  birth  of  James  Dickson  occurred  in  Man¬ 
chester,  England,  January  24,  1838,  and  when  he 
was  but  four  years  of  age  he  went  to  live  with  his 
paternal  grandmother,  who  resided  near  Dum¬ 
fries,  Scotland.  There  the  boy  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  Hutton  Hall  Academy  until  he  reached 
his  twelfth  year,  when  he  came  to  America  with 
his  father,  James  Dickson,  and  then  until  he  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  spent  his  time  on  a 
farm.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in 
the  Thirtieth  Missouri  Infantry,  Eederal  Army, 
under  Col.  B.  G.  Earrar  of  St.  Louis.  He  served 
for  three  years  and  nine  months,  being  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant. 


He  came  to  Marion  County  in  1850  and  was 
interested  in  agricultural  pursuits  here  for  twelve 
years.  In  1866  he  went  to  Natchez,  Miss.,  and 
in  May,  1867,  was  appointed  Registrar  of  Voters 
for  Adams  County,  Miss.,  under  Reconstruction 
Laws  of  Congress  and  occupied  the  said  position 
until  November,  1868,  when  the  office  ceased  to 
exist.  In  1868  he  was  made  bookkeeper  of  the 
National  Cemetery  and  in  1870  was  appointed 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  (with  rank  of  Major) 
on  the  staff  of  Brig.-Gen.  Gastello,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  militia  of  the  Eifth  District  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  His  parents,  Jamesi  Dickson 
and  Margaret  (Muir)  Dickson,  were  born  in  Dum- 
frieshire,  Scotland.  Mr.  Dickson’s  maternal 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Muir,  was  a  sister  of  Sir  John 
Jardine  of  Jardine  Hall,  in  the  vicinity  of  Dum¬ 
fries. 

October  4,  1871,  James  Dickson  and  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Hodgkins) 
Cherry,  were  united  in  marriage  and  at  once  took 
up  their  abode  in  Natchez.  Mrs.  Dickson  was 
born  in  Marion  County,  Mo.,  March  4,  1848, 
and  after  receiving  a  good  district-school  edu¬ 
cation  attended  the  seminary  at  Monroe  City,  IMo. 
In  1884  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickson  returned  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  remaining  here  about  four  years,  when  the 
former’s  business  interests  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  go  back  to  Natchez. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dickson,  as  follows:  Clarence  James,  born  in 
Natchez,  July  21,  1873,  is  yet  unmarried  and  lives 
at  home;  Annie  L.,  born  September  6,  1875;  Al¬ 
bert  Edgar,  born  July  9,  1878;  William  Cherry, 
born  July  5,  1880;  Mary  Grace,  born  September 
4,  1883;  Adelbert  G.,  born  September  21,  1888; 
Lorraine  V.,  born  August  31,  1890.  All  but  the 
two  youngest  are  natives  of  Natchez,  while  the 
others  were  born  near  Palmyra,  IMo. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Dickson,  William  Cherry, 
was  born  December  3,  1806,  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.  His  wife  IMargaret  was  born  near 
Chambersburg,  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  March  9, 
1811,  and  was  of  German  descent,  as  was  also  iMr. 
Cherry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherry  had  nine  children, 
namely:  John  H.,  born  July  20,  1831;  Joseph, 
born  November  23,  1832;  David,  born  July  9, 
1834;  Jacob,  born  January  22,  1836;  William  H., 
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born  January  i,  J838;  Charles  W.,  born  April  22, 
1840;  Benjamin  F.,  born  March  ii,  1843;  Daniel 
W.,  born  ]\Iay  3,  1845;  Mary  A.,  the  youngest. 
Mrs.  Dickson’s  paternal  great-grandfather,  Peter 
Cherry,  was  borji  in  Germany,  but  her  grandfath¬ 
er,  William  Cherry,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  there  married  Elizabeth  Hostetter,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  children.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Dickson,  Jacob  Hodgkins,  was  born  July 
5,  1875,  his  wife,  Sarah  Hoke,  on  January 
15,  1790.  The  father  of  Sarah  was  Philip  Hoke, 
who  came  to  America  as  a  soldier  in  the  British 
service  from  Hesse-Darmstadt,  and  deserting,  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Colonial  Army,  thenceforth  being  a 
patriotic  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Dick¬ 
son  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  while 
her  husband  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  faith.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican;  fraternally  he  belongs 
to  Frank  P.  Blair  Post,  G.  A.  R.  of  St.  Louis,  is  a 
K.  of  P.  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Society. 


Tyre  a.  HAYDEN,  now  deceased,  was 
well  known,  having  been  a  substantial 
and  leading  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Ralls  County.  His  estate  lay  in  Township  55, 
Range  4,  and  bore  all  the  improvements  of  a 
first-class  modern  farm.  Mr.  Hayden  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  State  and  county,  and  was  born  De¬ 
cember  19,  1844.  He  was  the  eldest  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Josephus  and  Elizabeth  (Barnard) 
Hayden,  of  whom  only  one  survives.  Josephus 
Hayden  was  likewise  a  native  of  Ralls  County 
and  made  this  section  his  home  throughout  life. 
He,  too,  was  an  agriculturist,  and  in  following 
this  vocation  attained  success  and  prominence. 
He  was  at  all  times  interested  in  public  affairs  anrl 
at  his  death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1882,  the 
county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  in  the  meantime  acquir¬ 
ing  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
When  arrived  at  mature  years  and  ready  to  estab¬ 
lish  in  life  for  himself,  he  very  naturally  chose  the 
occupation  to  which  he  had  been  so  thoroughly 


trained  and  like  his  honored  father  made  it  his 
business  through  life.  After  his  marriage,  Au¬ 
gust  2,  1866,  he,  with  his  young  bride,  located  on 
the  place  which  IVIrs.  Hayden  now  owns,  but 
which  at  that  time  he  farmed  as  a  renter.  In  1873 
our  subject  moved  with  his  family  to  Pike  County, 
Ill.,  where  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years  he  re¬ 
sided  on  a  farm  previously  acquired.  He  made 
that  section  his  home  until  1887,  when  he  returned 
to  Ralls  County  and,  purchasing  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  the  home  farm,  made  his  abode 
upon  it  until  his  decease,  which  sad  event  oc¬ 
curred  December  19,  1891.  He  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party ;  he  was  a  member  of  no 
church,  yet  at  the  same  time  was  a  liberal  con¬ 
tributor  toward  the  good  of  churches.  He  was 
one  of  the  best-known  men  of  this  section,  pro¬ 
gressive  and  enterprising,  and  during  the  course 
of  his  long  life  witnessed  many  changes  in  his 
community,  and  also  accumulated  a  handsome 
property. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  for  his  wife 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Aliss  Emma  Freeman, 
daughter  of  John  and  iMary  (Barney)  Freeman. 
She  was  born  in  Pike  County,  this  State,  but  her 
father  was  a  Kentuckian,  his  birth  occurring  in 
1813.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  Blue  Grass 
region,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  Missouri. 
His  stay  here  was  of  short  duration,  however,  for 
he  soon  moved  to  Pike  County,  Ill.,  where  he  was 
married  to  iNIiss  Barney  and  spent  her  entire  life, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  when  he  resided  in  Pike  County,  iSIo.  Mrs. 
Freeman  was  born  in  Michigan  (1826)  and  when 
young  was  taken  to  the  Prairie  State  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  where  she  grew  to  mature  years  and  was 
well  educated  in  the  common  schoools. 

The  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  are:  Lulu,  wife  of  Thomas  Ogle, 
of  Adams  County,  Ill.;  John,  a  promising  young 
man  of  twenty-four  years,  operator  for  the  C.,  B. 
&  Q.  Railroad  Company;  Myrtie,  Clarence  and 
Bessie,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Hayden  and  daughters 
are  members  of  the  Dlethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
She  is  a  true  generous-hearted  woman,  and  holds 
a  warm  place  in  the  affections  of  those  about  her. 
The  farm  on  which  she  resides  is  one  hundred 
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and  seventy  acres  in  extent  and  in  point  of  im¬ 
provement  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  The 
family  have  many  friends  and  are  deserving  of  the 
respect  conferred  upon  them  as  useful  members 
of  the  community. 


NDREAS  OLNHAUSEN  is  one  of  the 
sterling  German-American  citizens  of 
Hartford  Township,  Pike  County.  Pie 
owns  a  valuable  farm  on  Section  24,  and  may 
justly  be  proud  of  the  place,  for  it  represents 
years  of  toil  and  struggle.  He  commenced  his 
life  in  the  New  World  without  means  and  grad¬ 
ually  worked  his  way  upward,  until  he  is  now 
possessed  of  a  comfortable  fortune  and  stands 
high  in  the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is, 
moreover,  entitled  to  praise  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  he  volunteered  his  services  in  defense 
of  the  flag  under  whose  colors  he  intended  to 
make  a  permanent  habitation,  and  suffered  priva¬ 
tions,  hardships  and  wounds  for  his  adopted  land. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger¬ 
many,  November  24,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Chris¬ 
topher  and  Hannah  (Mintling)  Olnhausen.  His 
grandfather,  Joseph,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  was  in  the  German  Army  fight¬ 
ing  against  Napoleon  and  won  a  medal  for  his 
gallant  services.  For  three  years  he  resided  in 
France,  but  returning  home  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death  in  1845.  Christopher,  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  father,  was  born  in  1806  and  was  also  a 
farmer.  For  some  time  he  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  sashes  but  lost  money,  owing  to  debts 
which  could  not  be  collected  and  at  last  sailed 
for  America  with  his  family  in  1853.  He  landed 
on  these  hospitable  shores  with  very  little  in  the 
way  of  capital  and  worked  at  anything  he  could 
find  to  do,  whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest 
living.  His  son  assisted  him  to  buy  a  small  tract 
of  land  in  Albany  County,  New  York,  and  there 
he  dwelt  until  1894  when  he  moved  to  Caro, 
Mich.  To,  himself  and  wife  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Andreas,  Fred,  Christopher  and  Hannah. 
When  Fred  volunteered  in  the  late  war,  he  gave 
his  bounty  money  to  his  father,  who  invested  it  in 


a  small  homestead.  On  the  expiration  of  his  army 
life  Fred  moved  to  Livingston  County,  Mo., 
married  a  Miss  Cramer  and  is  still  a  resident  of 
that  section.  Christopher  moved  to  this  State 
soon  after  his  elder  brother  set  the  example,  and 
also  made  a  permanent  settling  in  the  same 
County.  Hannah  when  sixteen  years  of  age  went 
to  Ohio  and  lived  with  an  uncle  until  1855, 
which  time  she  moved  to  Illinois  with  our  sub¬ 
ject.  In  December  of  that  year  she  became  the 
wife  of  John  Baumgarten,  a  farmer,  and  is  now 
living  in  Stephenson  County,  Ill. 

Andreas  Olnhausen  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  in  Germany  and  crossed  the  ocean  a  year 
in  advance  of  the  other  members  of  the  family. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  in  New  York  City;  from 
there  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  for  a  short  time 
worked  on  the  railroad  and  on  a  canal.  Then 
he  resumed  his  trade  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  S.  Heller,  and  in  1855  moved  to  Illinois, 
where  he  obtained  a  position  as  foreman  in  a 
fanning  mill  factory  at  thirty  dollars  per  month. 
He  saved  a  large  share  of  his  earnings  and  in¬ 
vested  the  amount  in  land.  On  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  C,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  and  be¬ 
ing  sent  to  Fort  Donelson,  participated  in  the 
celebrated  battle  there,  then  went  to  Fort  Henry 
and  to  Pittsburg  Landing.  Here  he  was  wounded 
in  the  left  arm,  the  bones  of  which  were  terribly 
lacerated  and  broken.  Being  sent  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal  he  was  absent  from  the  ranks  about  four 
months,  but  rejoined  his  command  August  4, 
1862,  at  Memphis.  From  there  he  proceeded  to 
Bolivar  and  soon  met  the  Confederates  near 
Corinth,  October  5,  1862.  July  7,  1863,  occurred 
the  engagement  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  April  9, 
1865,  our  subject  was  in  the  famous  battle  of  Ft. 
Blakesly  near  Mobile.  Thence  he  was  sent  on 
the  Red  River  Expedition  and  remained  at  Sa¬ 
lubrity  Springs  until  January  20,  1866,  when  he 
was  sent  home  and  honorably  discharged. 

Resuming  the  management  of  his  farm  Mr. 
Olnhausen  soon  looked  around  for  a  partner  in 
life’s  battle  and  was  married  March  29,  1866,  to 
Kate,  daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Barnhart) 
Heigh.  The  father  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
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Pa.,  in  i8ii,  and  was  a  miller  and  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation.  In  1851  he  moved  to  Illinois  and  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  in  1876.  His  wife,  Hannah,  was 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Barnhart,  who  emigrated 
from  Germany  with  his  parents  in  boyhood  and 
grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1830.  In  1832  David  and 
Hannah  Heigh  were  married  and  for  several 
years  lived  in  Berks  County.  They  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  iMatilda,  Samuel,  Kate,  Solomon., 
Caroline,  Henry,  Levi,  Hannah  and  Elizabeth. 
The  two  youngest,  twins,  died  in  infancy ;  ^Matilda 
and  Levi  died  in  childhood;  Samuel  married 
Sarah  Calhoun  in  1857;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
Theodore  Messinger,  a  farmer,  stock-dealer  and 
bank  director  in  Hazelton,  Iowa;  Solomon  went 
to  Colorado  in  early  manhood  and  entering  a 
Cavalry  Regiment  served  for  one  year  as  an  In¬ 
dian  fighter,  and  Henry,  who  volunteered  in  the 
Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  died  at  ^lemphis  in 
1864.  Samuel  was  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Illi¬ 
nois  Cavalry,  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  iMosby  and 
served  altogether  for  one  year.  He  is  a  carpenter 
and  farmer  by  occupation  and  lived  in  Illinois 
until  1870,  when  he  sold  out  and  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  Nebraska. 

Andreas  Olnhausen  is  identified  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  a  stanch  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Thougli 
he  was  brought  up  as  a  Lutheran  he  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 


CARL  HER^IAXX  SCHMIDT  (deceased) 
was  Secretary  of  the  Land  Department 
of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.,  Hannibal,  Mo., 
for  fifteen  years,  filling  the  position  with  ability 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  27, '1884. 
His  labors  in  whatever  he  undertook  were  almost 
invariably  crowned  with  success,  and  when  lie 
was  called  to  his  final  rest,  his  fellow-citizens  re¬ 
alized  that  they  had  lost  one  whose  place  could 
not  be  easily  filled.  Prior  to  1869,  when  he  be¬ 
came  interested  in  the  railroad  business,  he  was 


in  the  ministry  and  was  stationed  at  Jefferson 
City,  St.  Charles  and  other  Missouri  cities  and 
towns,  afterward  being  transferred  to  the  Illinois 
conference  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  pulpit  at 
Beardstown. 

The  birth  of  Carl  H.  Schmidt  occurred  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1819,  in  Saxe-Altenburg,  Germany.  His 
father,  Christian  iMartin  Schmidt,  a  native  of  the 
City  of  Altenburg,  was  born  in  1776,  died  in  i860. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  wealth,  and  his  financial 
ventures  extended  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
German  territory.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  A 
George  Schmidt,  who  was  distinguished  on  ac¬ 
count  of  having  rescued  the  two  sons  of  the  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Saxony  from  ‘‘The  abductor  Conrad”  of 
Hesse  in  1443,  for  which  act  he  was  offered  a  title 
of  nobility;  he  declined  the  same,  but  agreed  to 
accept  an  estate  instead.  This  property  (near 
Freiburg)  was  to  be  exempt  from  taxation  and 
the  estates  which  he  owned  at  Altenburg  are  still 
in  the  possession  of  his  posterity.  At  the  time 
of  our  subject's  birth  he  was  the  only  lineal  de¬ 
scendant  of  the  famous  George  Schmidt,  bearing 
the  family  name,  with  one  exception,  namely: 
Alfred  Schmidt,  a  manufacturer  of  chemicals  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland. 

The  preliminary  education  of  C.  H.  Schmidt 
was  obtained  in  the  excellent  schools  of  the  Fa¬ 
therland  under  the  instruction  of  a  private  tutor; 
one  of  his  fellow-students  was  Prince  Moritz,  the 
young  Count  von  Roedern.  Our  subject’s  knowi- 
edge  of  languages  embraced  Hebrew,  Greek, 
Latin,  English,  French,  Spanish,  Italian  and  sev¬ 
eral  German  dialects.  The  latter  were  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  success  in  commercial  life  in  Ger¬ 
many,  for  his  father  had  determined  his  career  in 
advance;  however,  the  son  imbibed  a  great  desire 
for  freedom  and  saw  much  to  admire  in  the  insti¬ 
tutions  of  America.  Being  sent  by  his  father  on 
business  to  Hamburg,  he  suddenly  resolved  to 
sail  for  the  New  M’orld,  and  fearing  opposition, 
simply  wrote  to  his  father  apprising  him  of  his 
plans  and  stating  that  he  would  return  in  a  year 
from  that  time.  He  reached  New  Orleans  at  the 
end  of  a  six  weeks’  voyage,  which  was  not  of  the 
most  pleasant  description,  for,  besides  encounter¬ 
ing  storms,  the  ship  narrowly  escaped  destruction 
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by  fire.  He  had  purchased  immunity  from  mili¬ 
tary  service  in  Germany,  but  immediately  on  ar¬ 
riving  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Army,  the  special  command  of  which  was 
sent  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  and  remained  in  the 
Southwest  for  about  eight  months.  Mr.  Schmidt 
returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  several  years.  At  this  time  he  '  was 
an  atheist  and  afterward  wrote  a  book  to 
disprove  the  teachings  of  Christianity.  On  plac¬ 
ing  the  manuscript  before  some  Cincinnati  pub¬ 
lishers,  they  carefully  perused  the  same,  and  de¬ 
claring  that  it  was  the  finest  work  on  the  subject 
that  had  yet  been  written,  agreed  to  pay  him  one 
thousand  dollars  down  and  a  royalty  besides.  He 
was  not  loath  to  accept  the  offer,  but  while  cross¬ 
ing  the  Missouri  River  bottom  with  his  manu¬ 
script  in  the  saddle-bag  he  was  miraculously  con¬ 
verted  to  the  faith  which  he  had  despised,  and  on 
his  return  to  Independence,  where  he  was  then 
the  owner  of  a  store,  he  burned  the  article  on 
which  he  had  spent  so  much  time  and  effort. 
Soon  afterward  he  became  a  minister  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  ever  afterward  an 
earnest  and  zealous  supporter  of  Christianity. 

When  on  a  visit  to  Breslau  Mr.  Schmidt  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Margueretta  Ruck  de  Schelle, 
of  French  extraction.  Her  ancestors  were  expa¬ 
triated  during  the  Seven  Years’  War  (from  1756  to 
1763)  and  settled  in  Germany.  Fraulein  Rvtck  de 
Schelle  was  married  at  sixteen  to  Heinrich  Stein- 
inger  and  emigrated  to  America.  They  were 
members  of  young  Minister  Schmidt’s  church  in 
Jefferson  City,  but  not  for  long,  for  the  girl-wife 
became  a  widow  when  only  nineteen  years  of 
age,  her  husband  dying  of  the  cholera.  Two 
years  later  she  became  her  pastor’s  wife  (December 
21,  1851)  and  she  now  survives  him.  Her  hus¬ 
band  having  contemplated  going  as  a  missionary 
to  Japan,  in  order  to  make  herself  more  useful 
to  him  in  his  work  she  took  up  the  study  of  medi¬ 
cine  at  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  and  attended  lectures  in 
St.  Louis.  In  those  days  the  rights  of  woman¬ 
kind  were  disregarded  by  medical  colleges  and 
she  was  not  allowed  to  take  a  degree.  Although 
on  account  of  her  husband’s  poor  health  she  did 
not  go  to  Japan,  her  services  were  soon  in  great 
demand  in  the  vicinity  of  her  home  and  she  was 


recognized  by  all  as  a  physician  of  ability.  >  Her 
field  of  laboT  widened  and  at  last  she  had  a  clien¬ 
tele  not  exceeded  by  any  other  practitioner  in 
Hannibal.  She  continued  in  professional  work 
until  declining  years  led  to  her  withdrawal  from 
active  practice..  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidt  were 
born  nine  children,  six  of  whom  survive.  The 
sons,  who  attained  man’s  estate,  were  all  well  edu¬ 
cated  and  were  required  to  learn  a  trade  that  they 
might  be  better  equipped  for  success  in  life.  The 
eldest  son,  Christian  Martin,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  William  A.,  who  married  Ida  K. 
Stobernack,  is  a  partner  in  the  Empire  Mill  of  this 
city;  Edward  C.,  a  traveling  salesman,  married 
Emma  Stobernack;  John  Albert,  whose  wife  was 
formerly  Ellen  Bartram,  is  a  railway  engineer  in 
Texas;  Richard  is  the  youngest;  Louise  M.,  the 
elder  sister,  took  an  elective  course  in  the  Missouri 
State  University,  and  is  a  teacher  in  the  Hannibal 
Academy;  Emily  R.  graduated  in  1888  from  the 
Hannibal  High  School,  afterward  pursuing  an  op¬ 
tional  course  of  study  in  the  Missouri  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  In  1889,  she  went  to  Germany,  visiting 
for  a  year  in  her  father’s  native  city,  and  studied 
the  language  in  the  famous  school,  Carolinum. 
She  is  now  like  her  sister  engaged  in  teaching. 
The  youngest  child  in  the  family,  Carl  Herman, 
Jr.,  died  when  only  four  years  of  age. 

Richard  Schmidt,  born  August  29,  1861,  in 
Hannibal,  attended  the  common  schools  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  for  two  years  he  was 
a  student  in  Baier’s  College  and  later  in  Welsh’s 
Academy.  Then  for  three  years  he  worked  as  a 
machinist  in  the  shops  of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R., 
after  which  he  was  Foreman  for  a  year  and  re¬ 
pairer  in  the  mining  and  machine  department  of 
No.  4  Coal  Mine,  Bevier,  Mo.  For  a  time  he  was 
next  employed  as  a  house  painter,  and  during  his 
spare  moments  began  medical  study  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Smith.  At  the  end  of  a 
year  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  St.  Louis,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  IMarch,  1889.  He  immediately  opened 
an  office  for  practice  here  and  from  the  first  met 
\vith  gratifying  success.  Since  June^  1894,  he  has 
been  City  Physician,  is  a  member  of  the  Hannibal 
Medical  Society,  Examining  Physician  for  the 
Covenant  iMutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  St. 
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Louis  and  for  the  Fidelity  ^Mutual  Life  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  the  National  Union,  the  IMassachusetts 
Benefit  Association  and  the  Union  Central  Com¬ 
pany  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Fraternally  he  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  Lodge  No.  5,  K.  of  P.,  Hannibal; 
Lodge  No.  I,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  Bluff  City  Tent  No.  74, 
K.  O.  T.  M.  His  right  of  franchise  is  used  in 
favor  of  Republican  party  candidates.  In  1895  he 
was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  Alderman 
of  the  Sixth  Ward  and  was  elected  for  a  term  of 
two  years. 

January  i,  1890,  Richard  Schmidt  and  Minnie 
Frederick  of  Bevier  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Isaiah  and  Mary  E. 
(Lindsay)  Frederick,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
sons:  Herman  Richard,  born  November  ii,  1890; 
Allen  Frederick,  whose  birth  occurred  July  i, 
1892. 


Madison  royalty,  residing  in  Pike 

County,  is  a  farmer  of  much  practical 
ability  and  has  acquired  a  comfortable 
property  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling,  which 
places  him  among  the  well-to-do  men  of  Cuivre 
Township.  His  father,  George  Royalty,  was  born 
in  1808,  in  Campbell  County,  Va.,  of  which  State 
his  grandparents,  Isom  and  Margaret  (Miles) 
Royalty,  were  also  natives.  His  father  was  at  one 
time  fireman  of  a  cotton  factory  in  his  native 
State  and  later  superintendent  of  a  warehouse  in 
Lynchburg.  In  1835  he  came  to  INIissouri  with 
his  wife,  locating  near  Prairieville,  and  there  lived 
until  1842  when  he  took  possession  of  a  farm  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  20,  in  Ashley 
Township,  Pike  County.  Their  family  com¬ 
prised  nine  children:  IMadison,  William,  Cyrus 
C.,  George  M.,  Mary  S.,  Virginia  E.,  (Martha, 
John  G.,  and  Benjamin.  Of  these,  the  eldest  son, 
who  was  born  in  1833,  is  deceased. 

Madison,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
January  i,  1835,  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  came  to 
Pike  County  with  his  parents  when  a  child.  As 
was  the  custom  of  the  youth  of  that  day  he  at¬ 
tended  the  subscription  schools,  and  when  at¬ 
taining  mature  years  was  married  to  Sarah  A., 


daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  (Huse)  Hinton. 
Their  family  include,  IMary  J.,  born  August  26. 
1857;  Virginia  E.,  born  August  30,  i860,  married 
Charles  C.  Henderson,  the  son  of  Stephen  and 
Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Henderson,  and  their  one 
daughter  is  named  Sarah  E. ;  Annie  Laura  was 
born  May  4,  1863,  and  is  at  present  living  with 
her  father. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  at  Bowling  Green,  and  re¬ 
ligiously  is  connected  with  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  for  over  twenty  years.  He  was  what  was 
called  a  know-nothing  during  the  late  war  and 
avoided  taking  any  part  in  the  Rebellion. 

Jesse  Hinton,  father  of  Mrs.  Royalty,  was  born 
in  Logan  County,  Ky.,  in  1793.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  in  addition  to  cultivating  his 
land  operated  a  distillery  while  in  the  Blue  Grass 
State.  After  coming  to  Missouri  in  1827,  he  gave 
his  undivided  attention  to  farming.  His  family  of 
eleven  children  were,  John,  Logan,  William, 
David,  Wesley,  Rolla,  Mary  J.,  Benjamin,  Sarah 
A.,  Elizabeth  E.,  and  Harriet  D.  The  eldest  son, 
who  was  born  in  1817,  never  married,  but  being 
of  a  roving  disposition,  spent  his  life  in  traveling 
from  one  point  to  another,  sometimes  being  in 
California  and  again  the  family  would  hear  of 
him  from  Wncouver’s  Island;  Logan  was  born 
in  1819  and  married  (Margaret  Brown,  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  their  one 
child  was  named  !Mary  J;  William,  born  in  1821, 
married  Eliza  J.  Thomas  and  their  family  were 
Henrietta  H.,  Alice,  James,  William,  Jesse,  Laura, 
Ida,  Emma  and  Samuel;  David  Hinton,  born  in 
1823,  married  (Martha  Trower;  Wesley,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1825,  took  for  his  wife  Nancy 
Brown  and  the  children  born  to  them  were  Sarah 
E.,  Susan,  John,  (Margaret  and  Edward;  Rolla, 
born  in  1827,  married  Elizabeth  Jamison  and 
their  five  daughters  and  three  sons  are  Sarah  (M., 
Elizabeth,  Mattie,  Hattie,  Alice,  Samuel,  Alex¬ 
ander  and  George;  (Mary  J.,  married  Samuel 
Brown  and  has  three  children  living,  James,  Al- 
cinda  and  Jesse;  Benjamin,  married  (Mary  A. 
Jamison  and  their  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  William,  Jesse,  Susan  and  Emma;  Elizabeth 
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E.,  married  Samuel  C.  Jamison  and  their  family 
includes  the  following  members,  Sarah,  Melinda, 
Rhoda,  Mollie,  Carsey,  Anna  and  Mertie;  Har¬ 
riet  D.,  became  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Jamison  and 
has  four  children,  Mattie,  Benton,  Jesse  and  Car- 
son. 


Richard  FUQUA,  a  native-born  citizen 
of  Ralls  County,  !Mo.,  is  active  in  the  agri¬ 
cultural  development  of  the  same,  and  has 
acquired  a  standing  among  the  wealthy  and  pros¬ 
perous  farmers  of  the  section  through  years  of 
hard  and  incessant  labor.  He  was  born  May  lo, 
1833,  to  James  and  Fannie  (Chapman)  Fuqua, 
who  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
only  four  survive. 

James  Fuqua  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and 
was  born  in  1800.  He  was  reared  to  mature  years 
in  the  Blue  Grass  region,  and  after  his  marriage 
came  with  his  family  to  Missouri,  locating  at 
once  in  Ralls  County,  on  the  farm  where  his 
son,  our  subject,  now  makes  his  home,  and  where 
he  was  destined  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  public-spirited  and  active  in  local  affairs, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  acceptably  filled  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  this  district.  By 
strict  attention  to  business  and  hard  work  he  ac¬ 
cumulated  a  good  property  and  became  well  and 
favorably  known  in  the  county.  His  death,  which 
occurred  in  April,  1877,  was  the  occasion  of  wide¬ 
spread  mourning.  His  wife  was  also  born  in 
Kentucky  in  the  year  1802;  she  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  for  more  than 
half  a  century  and  held  a  warm  place  in  the  af¬ 
fections  of  all  about  her. 

Richard  Fuqua  was  educated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  when  ready  to  commence  in  life 
for  himself  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Hayden,  the 
ceremony  which  made  them  one  being  performed 
on  April  30,  1854.  With  a  partner  to  join  him  in 
the  rough  voyage  of  life,  and  to  aid  in  steering 
their  bark  over  dangerous  places,  he  was  content 
and  soon  became  prosperous.  Miss  Mary  was 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Parthena  (Fisher) 
Hayden,  also  Kentuckians  by  birth,  who  came 


to  Missouri  after  reaching  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood;  Mr.  Hayden  located  in  Ralls  County  and 
Miss  Fisher  made  her  home  in  Pike  County. 
They  had  plighted  their  troth  in  Kentucky  and 
soon  after  their  advent  here  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage.  She  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  four  only  survive. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  our  subject  and  his 
young  bride  settled  upon  their  present  estate,  and 
have  made  it  their  home  ever  since.  The  tract 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  in  extent,  well 
improved  with  buildings  and  all  the  necessari- 
farm  implements,  and  the  splendid  manner  in 
which  it  is  tilled  makes  it  one  of  the  finest  tracts 
in  the  county.  Mr.  Fuqua  has  prospered  in  all  his 
ventures  and  is  now  well-to-do  in  this  world’s 
goods.  He  is  affable  and  courteous  to  all,  and 
numbers  his  friends  by  the  score  among  the  best 
people  of  the  community. 

In  his  political  views  our  subject  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  .party,  which  he  believes  to  be 
in  the  right.  With  his  wife  he  is  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  all  good  work  in  his  community.  As  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  county  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  place  his  sketch  among  those 
of  its  most  representative  men. 


CLIFTON  B.  HADEN.  It  is  impossible 
in  a  brief  sketch  to  render  full  justice  to 
prominent  men,  and  yet  there  are  some 
who  are  so  clearly  and  intimately  identified  with 
the  county’s  welfare,  and  whose  names  are  so  fa¬ 
miliar  to  all,  that  it  is  only  right  to  dwell  upon 
what  they  have  done,  and  the  influence  of  their 
careers  upon  others.  Mr.  Haden  is  a  representa¬ 
tive  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  and  descended  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  State. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  within  a  half  mile  of  where  he  now  resides, 
November  12,  1841.  He  was  the  son  of  Henley 
and  Harriet  (Bailey)  Haden,  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  and  Robert  Haden 
are  the  only  survivors.  The  father  was  born  about 
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the  year  i8i  i  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  there 
grew  to  early  manhood.  His  parents  came  to 
iMissouri  about  that  time,  settling  one  mile  north 
of  where  Clifton  B.  now  lives,  and  where  he  was 
(later)  born.  In  this  State  Henley  Haden  met 
and  married  Miss  Bailey,  a  native  of  Virginia. 
Early  in  the  history  of  this  section  her  parents 
came  to  Missouri  and  became  prominent  people 
in  the  State. 

After  acquiring  a  goodly  fund  of  information  in 
the  common  schools,  and  when  twenty  years  of 
age,  our  subject  determined  to  take  unto  himself 
a  wife  and  helpmate  in  the  person  of  IMiss  Frances 
Fuqua.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  February 
2,  1862.  Miss  Frances  was  the  daughter  of  James 
Fuqua  and  sister  of  James,  whose  sketch  the 
reader  will  find  on  another  page.  After  his  union 
Mr.  Hayden  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  acres  of  land,  which  he  was  enabled  to 
do  with  his  father’s  assistance,  and  with  his  young 
wife  began  housekeeping  under  a  cloudless  sky; 
this  is  the  same  property  on  which  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  He  was  enterprising  and  industrious,  and 
his  progressive  spirit  soon  brought  him  to  the 
front,  and  prosperity  has  attended  his  every  ef¬ 
fort.  From  time  to  time,  as  his  means  would  al¬ 
low,  he  purchased  additional  real  estate,  until  he 
was  the  possessor  of  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
broad  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  of  which 
he  has  given  to  his  son  Robert.  This,  aside  from 
being  one  of  the  largest  estates  in  the  county,  is 
one  of  the  best-improved,  and  consequently  one 
of  the  most  productive. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haden  have  been  born  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  survive,  namely:  James 
H.,  who  married  Miss  Emarilla  Jackson  and  has 
one  daughter,  named  Lela;  Lucy,  who  married 
W.  T.  Jackson  and  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Lloyd  ; 
Robert  W.,  who  married  Miss  Mattie  Pritchett, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Roy  R.  and  Marie; 
Nora,  Docia  L.  and  Edgar,  who  are  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

Mr.  Haden  is  an  affable  and  courteous  gentle¬ 
man,  upright  in  character,  and  has  won  the  re¬ 
spect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics 
he  supports  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  religious  views  is  a  devoted  member 


of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  and  always  has 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  cause  of  education 
in  his  neighborhood  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  for  a  number  of  years.  As  one 
of  the  active,  wide-awake  farmers  of  Ralls  County 
we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  present  his  sketch  to  his 
numerous  friends. 


REDERICK  LEHENBAUER  is  one  of 
the  worthy  German-American  citizens  who 
have  done  much  toward  the  upbuilding  of 
Marion  County  and  for  the  past  twelve  years  he 
has  made  his  home  on  Section  26,  Township  57, 
Range  6,  where  he  owns  a  well-improved  farm 
comprising  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres. 
For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  School  Direct¬ 
or  of  this  township,  but  has  never  cared  for  po¬ 
litical  honors,  though  he  is  an  active  Republican. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  December  4,  1831.  His 
father.  Matins  Lehenbauer,  died  in  Germany  Jan¬ 
uary  26,  1853,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  He  was  a  farmer  and  also  a  weaver  by 
trade,  was  a  man  of  good  education  and  of  promi¬ 
nence  in  his  community.  His  wife,  whose  maid¬ 
en  name  was  IMargaret  Hoehenberger,  left  Ger¬ 
many  with  four  of  her  sons  in  the  fall  of  1853  and 
at  the  end  of  a  forty-two  days’  voyage  arrived  in 
New  York  City.  Two  of  her  sons  had  come  to 
America  two  years  previously  and  settled  in 
Campbell  County,  Ky.  She  proceeded  to  Camp¬ 
bell  County,  where  she  purchased  a  small  farm, 
but  seven  years  later  she  came  to  Marion  County, 
and  buying  a  homestead,  there  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  her  life,  her  death  occurring  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Of  her  children 
Frederick  is  the  eldest;  William  is  a  farmer  of 
Ralis  County,  Mo.;  Ferdinanda  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  this  township;  John  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Oklahoma;  George  is  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Conrad  operates  a  farm  in  South  Riv¬ 
er  Township. 

In  1859  Frederick  Lehenbauer  came  to  Marion 
County,  and  in  partnership  with  his  brother  John 
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rented  a  farm,  on  which  he  worked  for  a  year  and 
then  bought  a  homestead  of  two  hundred  and  for¬ 
ty  acres  for  the  family.  He  remained  here  until 
1863,  when  he  was  married  and  went  to  Hannibal, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  butcher  for  ten 
months,  after  which  he  worked  in  a  machine  shop 
for  a  little  over  a  year.  During  this  time  he  was 
a  member  of  a  militia  company.  In  1865  he 
bought  a  farm  for  himself  in  this  township.  The 
place  comprised  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  but 
from  time  to  time  he  has  added  more  land  to  the 
original  tract  until  there  are  now  within  its  bound¬ 
aries  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres. 

In  1863  our  subject  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Kahler, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1845,  were  united  in 
wedlock.  Her  parents,  Henry  and  Annie  M.  Kah¬ 
ler,  were  farmers  in  the  Fatherland,  where  their 
entire  lives  were  spent.  Of  their  children  James 
and  Henry  are  deceased,  Christ  is  a  resident  of 
Palmyra  and  Mary,  widow  of  Chaides  Gence,  also 
resides  in  Palmyra.  To  Frederick  and  Elizabeth 
Lehenbauer  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  have 
been  born,  namely;  William,  who  owns  a  farm 
in  Ralls  County,  this  State;  George,  a  farmer  of 
this  county;  Christian,  Martin,  Daniel,  August, 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  are  at  home; 
Emma  and  Caroline  are  deceased.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which 
our  subject  has  been  honored  v/ith  the  position 
of  Treasurer  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  is  also 
an  Elder  in  the  congregation. 


Marion  O.  biggs,  M.  D.,  is  numbered 

among  the  leading  physicians  of  Bqwl- 
ing  Green,  Pike  County,  and  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  family  practitioner.  His 
partner  is  Dr.  B.  A.  Wilkes,  who  has  been  located 
here  for  several  years,  and  is  well  known  and 
esteemed  by  the  people  of  this  community.  Dr. 
Biggs  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
the  Columbian  Medical  Association  and  the  Pike 
County  Medical  Society,  and  keeps  in  touch  with 
the  recent  discoveries  and  methods  used  by  able 
men  of  the  profession. 


The  Doctor  was  born  in  Curryville,  December 
27,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Martha  , 
(Hawkins)  Biggs.  The  father  is  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  born  in  1837,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
Missouri.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  but  while  living  at  Curryville  was  in¬ 
terested  in  raising  and  speculating  in  live  stock. 
An  actve  politician,  he  was  chosen  to  represent 
this  district  in  the  State  Legislature  in  about 
1884,  being  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
on  account  of  a  protracted  illness  he  resigned  his 
place.  Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  denomination  as  is  also  his  good  wife.  His 
father  was,  like  himself,  a  member  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  Missouri,  and  at  one  time  was  Sheriff  of 
Marion  County. 

M.  O.  Biggs  is  one  of  six  children,  the  others 
being  David,  now  with  the  Merchants  Laclede 
Bank,  of  St.  Louis;  Nannie,  wife  of  E.  L.  Tinker, 
of  Bowling  Green;  Richard,  an  attorney  in  Han¬ 
nibal;  William  and  Nora,  who  are  still  at  home. 
Our  subject  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  vil¬ 
lage.  When  he  was  in  his  seventeenth  year  he 
entered  the  State  University  at  Columbia  and 
pursued  higher  branches  of  study  there  for  two 
years.  In  1889  he  was  enrolled  among  the  Fresh¬ 
men  of  the  Hospital  College  of  Medicine  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  graduating  therefrom  June  21,  1892. 
The  following  month  he  opened  an  office  in  this 
city  and  from  the  first  met  with  most  gratifying 
success. 

October  3,  1894,  Dr.  Biggs  and  Pearl  Rogers 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  to  whom  he 
is  married  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Rogers, 
now  deceased,  and  in  former  years  one  of  the 
best  physicians  of  this  place.  IMrs.  Biggs  is  a 
very  accomplished  young  lady,  having  received 
a  good  education  in  the  College  at  Holden,  Mo., 
and  in  the  County  College,  and  having  had  spe¬ 
cial  musical  advantages.  For  a  time  she  was  a 
student  at  Ward’s  Institute  in  Nashville,  and 
afterwards  went  abroad,  pursuing  a  course  in 
Weisbaden,  Germany,  under  the  instruction  of 
celebrated  teachers  of  the  art.  Upon  her  return 
home  she  accepted  a  position  in  Pike  College  as 
a  teacher  in  the  music  department. 


348 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


The  Doctor  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  does  not  care  for  of¬ 
ficial  honors.  The  only  society  with  which  he  is 
connected  is  the  K.  of  P.,  Lodge  Xo.  201,  of 
Bowling  Green.  Personally  he  is  much  liked  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict  for  him 
a  brilliant  and  prosperous  future.  ]^Irs.  Biggs, 
who  also  readily  makes  friends,  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Biggs  is  now  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
^Managers  of  the  Insane  Asylum  of  Fulton,  I^Io., 
being  appointed  by  Gov.  Stone  in  I\Iarch,  1895. 


CHRISTIAN  GOTTMANN  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Liberty 
Township,  Marion  County.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  March  14,  1889,  he 
left  his  family  well  provided  for,  and  his  widow 
has  since  managed  the  old  homestead,  which  com¬ 
prises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land. 
She  is  assisted  by  her  son  and  rents  a  portion  of 
the  place  to  a  brother-in-law.  The  home  of  the 
family  is  situated  just  four  miles  east  of  Palmyra, 
near  the  Mississippi  bottoms,  where  the  soil  is 
rich  and  fertile,  yielding  abundant  crops  in  return 
for  ordinary  care. 

^Ir.  Gottmann  was  born  February  28,  1847, 
Kuelte,  Duchy  of  Waldeck,  Germany,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  in  his  native  village.  He  received  a 
liberal  education  in  both  the  German  and  French 
languages,  and,  though  his  father  was  a  farmer, 
he  was  very  desirous  of  entering  one  of  the  pro¬ 
fessions,  preferring  that  of  law.  His  aspirations 
in  this  direction  were  destined  to  be  never  ful¬ 
filled  and  in  1868  he  emigrated  to  America,  where 
for  several  years  he  was  employed  by  farmers.  He 
became  a  resident  of  this  community  in  1867  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  devoted  himself  to 
the  improvement  of  his  farm.  As  he  left  the 


Fatherland  before  arriving  at  the  age  when  Ger¬ 
man  youths  are  compelled  to  enter  the  army,  he 
never  saw  military'  service.  His  parents  died  in 
Germany',  the  father  in  1866  and  the  mother  in 
1851.  Three  of  their  sons  preceded  our  subject 
to  America,  and  after  his  arrival  here  another 
brother  and  one  sister  came  to  make  their  home 
in  the  X’ew  World,  one  brother  and  one  sister 
remaining  in  Germany. 

November  18,  1877,  Mr.  Gottmann  married 
Wilhelmina  E.,  daughter  of  Casper  and  Caroline 
(Wagner)  Kempf.  She  was  born  March  19,  1857, 
in  Illarion  County  and  received  a  district-school 
education.  By'  this  union  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  John  Casper,  bom  July'  29, 
1878;  Louise  Caroline,  bom  August  4,  1880; 
Flerman  Christian,  born  July'  21,  1883;  Charles 
Philip,  born  February  2,  1885.  The  children 
were  all  bom  on  the  present  homestead  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  w'ith  the  exception  of  the  eldest,  whose  birin 
occurred  at  his  grandparents’  home,  near  Pal¬ 
myra. 

In  his  early  years  our  subject  united  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Germany-  and  ever  afterward 
strove  to  do  his  entire  duty  toward  God  and  man. 
His  funeral  services  were  conducted  by-  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Schuelke,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
Palmy-ra,  and  a  large  concourse  assembled  to  pay- 
the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  their  friend  and 
neighbor.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  a  true  friend  to  his  adopted  country. 
Energetic  and  industrious  he  managed  to  acquire 
a  comfortable  fortune  by'  the  assistance  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  wife.  Mrs.  Gottmann  is  one  of  six  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  residents  of  this  county'. 
Her  paternal  grandparents,  who  came  from  the 
best  German  stock,  passed  their  last  y'ears  in  this 
vicinity,  as  did  also  her  mother’s  parents.  ]\Irs. 
Gottmann  is  rearing  her  children  to  be  good 
and  useful  citizens  and  is  teaching  them  by  pre¬ 
cept  and  example  to  be  honest  and  upright  in  all 
their  dealings  with  their  fellows. 


JEROME  KENDRICK. 
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JEROME  KENDRICK. 


JEROME  KENDRICK  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Saline  Township,  Ralls 
County,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  a  place  in 
the  history  of  her  representative  citizens.  In  the 
spring  of  1856  he  purchased  a  tract  of  unimproved 
land,  but  did  not  reside  thereon  until  the  spring 
of  1861.  Since  then  he  has  given  all  his  energies 
to  the  improvement  and  development  of  the 
homestead,  which  now  numbers  six  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Shelby 
County,  Mo.  For  many  years  he  served  effi¬ 
ciently  as  Township  Clerk  and  School  Director, 
and  has  been  very  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  local 
Democracy. 

Our  subject's  parents  were  the  Hon.  Daniel  B. 
and  Mariah  (Jewett)  Kendrick,  the  former  born 
in  Virginia,  November  5,  1793,  and  the  latter  in 
Kentucky,  June  27,  1796.  They  were  married  in 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  June  14,  1816,  and  became 
the  parents  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  in 
order  of  birth  as  follows:  John  D.,  deceased; 
Joseph  J.,  a  farmer  in  this  township;  William  H., 
deceased;  Robert,  who  owns  a  farm  in  this  lo¬ 
cality;  Ann  S.,  deceased,  formerly  wife  of  W.  C. 
Broughton,  now  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
Odessa,  Mo.;  Winefred  J.,  widow  of  J.  H.  Gough, 
and  now  living  at  the  home  of  our  subject;  Ma¬ 
riah  L.,  who  married  James  H.  Elliott,  a  farmer 
of  this  section;  Jerome,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch;  Susan  H.,  widow  of  S.  B.  Elliott,  of  this 
township;  Elizabeth  R.,  deceased,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  In  1828  the  father  of  this  large 
family  emigrated  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  with  his 
wife,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  in  1830 
settled  in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  where 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  For  several  terms 
he  was  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  and  for  many 


years  acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  leader  in  his  home 
neighborhood  in  many  ways.  He  was  a  believer 
in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  died  a 
member  of  the  same,  June  17,  1867.  His  wife 
survived  him  a  few  years,  dying  July  4,  1872. 

Jerome  Kendrick  was  born  on  his  father’s 
homestead.  May  2,  1832,  and  assisted  in  cultivat¬ 
ing  the  place  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of 
age.  At  intervals,  however,  he  had  taught  school 
for  twelve  years,  having  obtained  a  certificate 
when  in  his  nineteenth  year.  His  education  was 
chiefly  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  this 
county,  though  for  six  months  he  attended  a  pri¬ 
vate  academy  in  St.  Louis.  In  religion,  and  in 
politics  as  well,  he  has  followed  the  teachings  of 
his  parents,  and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

October  3,  i860,  Mr.  Kendrick  married  Sarah 
L.  Gough,  who  was  born  near  Clinton,  Monroe 
County,  Mo.,  April  3,  1839.  Her  parents,  James 
H.  and  Cordelia  C.  (Jenkins)  Gough,  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Kentucky  in  1835.  The  father  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Scott  County,  Ky.,  born  October  18,  1813, 
and  his  death  occurred  February  19,  1891.  His 
family  comprised  the  following  cUildren,  of  whom 
John  H.  and  George  L.,  the  two  eldest  sons,  are 
deceased:  Susan  E.,  also  deceased,  was  The  wife 
of  James  L.  Hardy,  a  farmer  of  Shelby  County; 
Marcellus  T.  is  deceased;  James  A.  operates  a 
farm  in  Shelby  County;  Mary  C.  is  deceased,  and 
Nancy  E.  is  the  rvife  of  James  F.  Allgaier,  a  dry 
goods  merchant  of  Shelbina,  Mo.  In  1866  James 
H.  Gough  married  Winefred  J.  (Kendrick) 
Gough,  a  widow,  who  by  her  former  marriage  had 
one  son,  James  R.,  since  deceased.  By  her  last 
union  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children, 
Katie  L.  and  Daniel  I.,  both  of  whom  have  been 
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called  from  this  world.  James  H.  Gough  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  i\Iissouri  in  1827,  and  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  lived  in  Monroe  County, 
afterwards  settling  in  Shelby  County.  He  was 
extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  in  stock¬ 
dealing,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  valuable  estate. 
In  religion  he  was  a  Catholic. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendrick  have  had  born  to  them 
eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  James  H.,  deceased;  William  B.,  a  farmer 
of  Shelby  County;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  this  locality;  Albert  J.,  who  operates  a  farm 
in  Shelby  County;  Mary  C.,  deceased;  Pius  E., 
who  is  preparing  for  the  priesthood  in  St.  Louis 
County,  Mo.;  Charles  B.,  now  at  home,  and 
Henry  J.,  who  is  attending  college  in  St.  Louis. 


WILLIAM  F.  MAYHALL,  the  well- 
known  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Bowling  Green  Times,  the  leading 
paper  of  the  county,  has  exercised  a  marked  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  affairs  of  this  section  of  Missouri, 
not  only  professionally,  but  as  a  progressive, 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  has  aided  in  guiding 
its  political  destiny  as  well  as  in  guarding  and  ad¬ 
vancing  its  dearest  interests  materially,  socially 
and  morally. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  London,  Mo., 
September  22,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Jefferson  A. 
and  Ann  E.  (Hawkins)  Mayhall,  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  They  were  brought  to  this  State  by  their 
respective  parents  when  quite  young,  and  were 
reared  in  Ralls  County.  When  attaining  mature 
years,  Jefferson  Mayhall  chose  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer;  he  is  still  living,  and  the  possessor  of  a 
good  income  from  this  industry.  He  was  the 
son  of  Wilson  S.  Mayhall,  also  a  Kentuckian  by 
birth,  and  at  the  time  of  his  coming  into  this 
State  was  classed  among  its  first  settlers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war,  enlisting  in  1861  in  the  Second  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  service  as  a  pri¬ 
vate,  but  such  was  the  efficiency  of  his  service  that 
he  was  promoted  from  time  to  time,  until  at  the 


close  of  the  conflict  he  was  mustered  out  with  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant,  and  even  after  that  was  made 
Provost  Marshal.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican 
in  politics,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  New  London,  where  he  is  now  living.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  in  excellent  standing 
of  the  Christian  Church.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Hawkins  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 

To  Jefferson  and  Ann  E.  IMayhall  there  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  William  F.  was  the 
eldest.  Ada  F.  died  in  infancy ;  Eugene  is  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Centre  Courier,  in  Centre, 
Ralls  County;  Samuel  W.  is  deceased;  Charles  E. 
is  foreman  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
Times  office;  and  Virginia  became  the  wife  of  J. 
D.  B.  Freeman,  of  Centre,  this  State. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  attended  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  until  reaching  his  thirteenth  year, 
when  he  began  work  in  the  office  of  the  Ralls 
County  Record.  It  being  his  desire  and  ambition 
to  learn  the  business  in  all  its  details,  he  remained 
there  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  when  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  position  of  foreman  in  the  office  of  the 
Hannibal  Clipper.  From  that  place  he  went  to 
Jacksonville,  Ill.,  but  soon  thereafter  returned  to 
Missouri  and  became  foreman  and  local  editor  of 
the  Frankford  Monitor.  He  remained  there  in 
that  capcity  for  about  six  months,  when  he  came 
to  Bowling  Green. 

In  August,  1877,  however,  Mr.  IMayhall  was 
induced  to  become  foreman  and  local  editor  of 
the  Pike  County  Express.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  the  paper  was  changed  to  the  Bowling 
Green  Times,  and  Mr.  IMayhall  still  remained  on 
its  corps  of  editors  until  October,  1880,  when  he 
purchased  the  plant.  The  Express  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  A.  W.  Robinson  in  1875.  The  Times  is 
now  a  six-column  folio,  and  is  issued  from  the 
press  every  Thursday.  Mr.  IMayhall  devotes  his 
best  energies  to  its  management,  it  being  his  de¬ 
sire  to  edit  a  paper  which  should  be  a  potent  fac¬ 
tor  in  upbuilding  the  city  and  county.  This  he 
has  accomplished,  and  the  journal,  which  owes  its 
strength  and  high  standing  to  his  genius,  is  read 
far  and  wide,  and  has,  perhaps,  a  larger  circula¬ 
tion  than  any  provincial  paper.  It  is  Democratic 
in  politics. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


353 


William  F.  Mayhall  was  married  December  ii, 
1878,  to  Julia  K.  Kincaid,  daughter  of  Capt.  J. 
D.  and  Martha  (Martin)  Kincaid.  Mr.  Kincaid  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  county, 
and  is  at  present  serving  as  Mayor  of  Bowling 
Green.  For  a  full  history  of  the  family,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  another  page  in  this  book. 

Our  subject,  socially,  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
Phoenix  Lodge  No.  136,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
Triumphant  Lodge  No.  loi,  K.  of  P.  Fie  is  an 
active  worker  and  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  for  many  years.  His  wife  is  also  con¬ 
nected  with  that  body  and  aids  in  the  various 
phases  of  church  work. 


JOHN  J.  SUTER  is  numbered  among  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Marion  County 
and  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  on 
his  farm,  situate  in  Liberty  Township.  He  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  offices,  but  for 
many  years  was  Road  Overseer  and  has  also  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Born  August  27,  1834,  our  subject  is  a  son  of 
Verdner  and  Matilda  (Baskett)  Suter  and  grand¬ 
son  of  John  W.  .Suter,  who  was  buried  in  Scotland 
County,  Mo.,  March  8,  1848.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  that  locality,  to  which  he  re¬ 
moved  in  the  fall  of  1837. 

At  the  age  of  three  and  a  half  years  J.  J.  Suter 
was  brought  from  Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  to  this 
county.  In  the  spring  of  1838  his  father  pur¬ 
chased  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  our 
subject,  and  here  the  latter  spent  his  boyhood. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  for  some  time 
and  also  was  a  student  in  the  Palmyra  Seminary. 
When  he  was  in  his  twenty-second  year  he  se¬ 
cured  a  position  as  a  reporter  on  the  staff  of  the 
“Patriot,”  publi.shed  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  soon  gave  up  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  has  made  farming  his  chief  business  in  life. 
He  purchased  and  improved  a  farm  in  Audrain 
County,  residing  there  from  1857  '^^til  1865, 


when  he  bought  his  present  home  from  his  father. 

November  25,  1856,  the  marriage  of  J.  J.  Suter 
and  Lucy  Ann,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
(Morris)  Smith,  natives  of  Kentucky,  was  cele¬ 
brated.  Mrs.  Suter  was  born  and  reared  in  Clark 
County,  Mo.,  and  by  her  marriage  .<has  become 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  as  follows;  Ella  Z., 
bom  February'  12,  1858,  finished  her  education  in 
the  Baptist  College  of  Palmyra  and'  October  7, 
1879,  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  W.  Norris 
of  Palmyra;  Eugenia,  born  March  2,  i860,  re¬ 
ceived  the  same  educational  privileges  as  her  sis¬ 
ter  and  resides  at  home  with  her  parents;  Lulu 
Belle,  born  May  16,  1861,  also  received  a  good 
education  and  October  17,  1882,  married  Richard 
H.  Stevens,  a  lawyer,  their  home  being  in  Clayton, 
St.  Louis  County,  and  their  family  comprising 
three  sons — John  V.,  Richard  H.  and  Edwin  Mc¬ 
Donald;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  August  28,  1862, 
married,  June  8;  1887,  John  W.  McElhinney 
of  Clayton  and  their  three  children  are  Lucy, 
Robert  and  Herbert;  Francis  V.,  born  June  25, 
1864,  died  when  an  infant  of  seven  months; 
Amanda  M.,  born  September  27,  1866,  became 
the  wife  of  T.  Jones  Watson  of  New  London, 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  on  November  4,  1886,  and 
had  one  child  who  died  in  infancy;  Matilda,  born 
November  1 1,  1868,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Centenary 
College  of  Palmyra,  for  three  terms  taught  at  her 
alma  mater  and  then  graduated  from  the  Wesley¬ 
an  Seminary  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  whence  she  re¬ 
turned  home  and,  after  pursuing  a  business 
course,  spent  some  months  as  clerk  in  the  office  of 
her  brother-in-law,  Mr.  McElhinney,  after  which 
she  taught  for  a  time  one  of  the  local  schools  and 
in  September,  1894,  was  tendered  the  position  of 
Principal  in  Hillman  College,  Clinton,  Miss.; 
Robert  E.,  born  October  17,  1870,  completed  his 
education  in  Centenary  College  and  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  college  of  St.  Louis  and  at  present  is  taking  a 
second  y'ear’s  course  of  lectures  in  the  Missouri 
Medical  College  at  St.  Louis;  John  W.,  born  Au¬ 
gust  14,  1872,  also  received  superior  advantages 
and  has  assumed  the  management  of  the  home 
farm,  being  of  great  assistance  to  his  father. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suter  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  former  is  affiliated  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  socially  belongs  to  Palmyra 
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Lodge  No.  1 8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  to  Palmyra 
Chapter  No.  2,  R.  A.  M.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Suter  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Her  father, 
Francis  Smith,  was  born  near  Frankfort  about 
1802  and  his  wife’s  birth  took  place  about  a  year 
later.  Their  five  children  were:  IMartha,  born  in 
1830;  Mary,  born  in  August,  1832;  James,  who 
died  when  two  and  a  half  years  old ;  Robert  Will¬ 
iam,  born  July  22,  1836;  Lucy  A.,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  I,  1839.  Immediately  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  moved  to  Missouri,  arriving 
here  in  1830.  After  a  short  residence  in  Marion 
County  they  went  to  Clark  County,  where  for 
twelve  years  Mr.  Smith  was  Judge  of  the  County 
Court.  Subsequently  he  represented  his  district 
in  the  State  Legislature.  His  death  occurred  in 
1880,  when  in  his  seventy-ninth  year;  his  wife 
departed  this  life  in  August,  1861.  Their  daugh¬ 
ter  Martha  married  Madison  Foree  and  bore  him 
eight  children.  She  died  about  i860,  and  her  hus¬ 
band  is  also  now  deceased.  Mary  became  the 
wife  of  John  T.  Board,  reared  a  large  family  and 
died  in  Scotland  County,  April  12,  1892,  her  hus¬ 
band  having  preceded  her  to  the  grave  by  some 
six  weeks.  Robert  William  married  Mary  Norris 
of  Clark  County  and  is  engaged  in  operating  a 
farm;  to  himself  and  wife  have  been  bom  two 
sons  and  a  daughter. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  SISSON,  one  of 
the  old  landmarks  and  representative 
citizens  of  Pike  County,  was  born  in 
Fauquier  County,  Va.,  in  1830.  For  the  past 
fifty-six  years  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  management  of  his  fine  homestead,  which 
is  located  on  Section  17,  Township  53,  Range  3. 
He  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  his  son  cultivates  the  whole. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Henrj'^  and 
Elizabeth  (Carver)  Sisson,  who  were  likewise  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  grandfather, 
Henry  Sisson,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Fauquier  County, 
was  of  Irish  descent,  as  his  parents  were  born  in 


County  Cork.  They  emigrated  to  the  American 
Colonies  prior  to  the  Revolutionar}'  War,  and 
for  several  generations  their  descendants  were  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Virginia,  and  as  far  as  known, 
have  been  almost  exclusively  tillers  of  the  soil. 
In  1839  Henry'  Sisson,  Jr.,  emigrated  with  his  wife 
and  five  children  to  iMissouri,  settling  on  Sec¬ 
tion  17,  of  this  township.  He  was  called  to  his 
final  rest  March  12,  1871,  at  the  close  of  a  good 
and  useful  life.  His  wife  died  IMarch  29,  1883. 
Her  parents  were  William  and  iMildred  Carver, 
and  her  grandmother’s  maiden  name  was  Bailey. 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  Sisson  were  baptized  into 
the  fellowship  of  the  Mt.  Pisgah  Baptist  Church 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  1840.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Alildred  C., 
born  Eebruary  28,  1824,  and  wife  of  G.  R.  Wad¬ 
dell,  died  May  4,  1859;  William  H.  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Anna  married  Thomas  Pritchett, 
and  died  in  1853,  aged  twenty-six  years;  Mary 
]\I.,  born  July  6,  1833,  became  the  wife  of  John 
W.  Lewellen,  and  died  June  20,  i860,  aged 
twenty-seven  years;  Elizabeth  E.  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years  and  nine  months. 

In  January,  1852,  W.  H.  Sisson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Woodson 
and  Lucy  (Hilliard)  Brown,  natives  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  Their  family 
numbered  eight  children,  namely:  Adolphus  W., 
William  R.,  Henry  W.,  Lucy  B.,  John  J.,  Thomas 
B.,  Gilford  B.,  and  Mary  A.  Six  children  came  to 
bless  the  home  of  our  subject  and  wife.  Henry 
Woodson,  the  eldest,  born  November  13,  1852, 
married  Katie,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Melinda 
Dunbar,  and  their  three  children,  Lena,  Homer 
and  Ernest,  aged  respectively  sixteen;  fourteen 
and  ten  years,  were  all  born  on  the  fourth  of  Jan¬ 
uary.  Missouri  B.,  whose  birth  occurred  June  22, 
1855,  became  the  wife  of  William  Green  Mc- 
Cune.  William  Thomas,  born  IMarch  29,  1861, 
wedded  Edna,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
Pritchett,  and  they  have  four  children.  Ella  Lee, 
born  June  14,  1863,  married  James  Miller,  who 
died  January  4,  1887.  Their  only  child.  Gene  S., 
died  January  24,  1887,  aged  twenty-seven  months. 
Since  becoming  a  widow  Mrs.  Miller  has  made 
her  home  with  her  parents.  James  C.,  born  Eeb- 
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ruary  2,  1865,  is  unmarried,  and  is  now  living  in 
Pauls  Valley,  I.  T.  Harvey  O.,  born  December 
18,  1868,  married  Ella,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  Beshears. 

In  his  youth  W.  H.  Sisson  received  a  good  gen¬ 
eral  education  and  has  increased  his  knowledge 
by  study  and  observation.  He  has  never  cared 
for  public  life,  being  content  to  devote  his  ener¬ 
gies  to  his  farm  and  family  interests.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat.  His  good  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and,  though  he  is  not  iden¬ 
tified  with  any  denomination,  Mr.  Sisson  inclines 
toward  the  same  faith,  and  is  liberal  in  his  support 
of  religious  and  benevolent  work.  Mrs.  Sisson 
came  to  Missouri  in  1838  and  from  that  time  until 
the  present  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  Pike 
County. 


Harvey  M.  BRAMBLET,  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  in  Township  55, 
Range  4,  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1846.  He  is  the  oldest  of  ten  children 
born  to  Thornton  and  Rebecca  (Jeffries)  Bramb- 
let,  of  whom  eight  are  still  living,  two  having  died 
in  infancy.  Thornton  Bramblet  was  born  Janu¬ 
ary  16, 1818,  and  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  coming  to  Missouri  with  his  parents  when  a 
boy,  and  settling  in  R-alls  County.  Here  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  reared  his  faniily,  and  still  re¬ 
sides,  his  present  home  being  some  six  miles 
south  of  Hannibal.  He  has  followed  farming  since 
his  boyhood  days,  but  for  the  past  six  years  has 
been  living  a  retired  life.  His  wife  was  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  and  was  born  about  1826,  moving 
to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  in  her  girlhood  days.  A 
short  time  previous  to  her  marriage  she  moved 
to  Ralls  County.  In  early  life  she  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  was  a  devout  mem1)er 
until  her  removal  to  her  husband’s  present  home, 
where  she  found  no  church  of  her  denomination 
and  united  with  the  Baptist  Church.  Her  death 
occurred  in  1887. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 


tion  of  a  district  school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  began  to  teach  in  the  public  schools,  and 
for  four  years  taught  in  different  districts  in  this 
county,  afterwards  going  to  St.  Charles  County 
and  becoming  instructor  in  the  schools  of  that 
county.  During  his  residence  in  St.  Charles 
County  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Lucy 
Keithley,  and  on  December  26,  1871,  they  were 
united  in  marriage,  and  shortly  after  removed  to 
Ralls  County.  Here  he  bought  his  present  farm 
and  settled  down  to  farm  life.  He  has  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  valuable  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  His  wife  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Keithley,  and  was  his  twentieth  child,  her  mother, 
Nancy  Keithley,  being  his  third  wife.  She  was 
born  in  St.  Charles  County,  February  12,  1850. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bramblet  have  been  born 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living  and  are 
at  home,  namely:  Eulah,  Clara  and  Walter. 
Clara  is  now  teaching  in  the  public  schools  and 
is  an  accomplished  musician.  Walter  is  assisting 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  Our  subject 
is  an  affable  and  courteous  man,  and  is  a  supporter 
of  all  worthy  and  charitable  movements,  which 
has  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  his  many  friends 
and  neighbors.  In  politics  he  is  allied  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  religion  he  is  a  Meth¬ 
odist. 


JOHN  HENRY  PEITER,  a  native  of  Han¬ 
over,  Germany,  is  actively  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  stock-raising  in  South  Riv¬ 
er  Township,  Marion  'County.  By  his  own  indus- 
trious'-efforts  and  years  of  toil  he  has  become  well 
off  in  this  world’s  goods  and  has  won  an  enviable 
place  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  very  prominent  in  the  Lutheran  Church  and  has 
been  an  Elder  for  the  past  twenty-two  years.  In 
1884  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  West 
Ely,  Mo.,  and  rem.ained  there  for  one  and  a  half 
years.  While  there  he  was  honored  by  being 
made  Postmaster  of  the  town  and  is  now  a  School 
Trustee  of  his  home  district,  having  served  in 
this  office  for  fifteen  years. 
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Casper  H.  Peiter,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
February  25,  1806,  being'  a  son  of  Conrad  and 
Mary  (Smithing)  Peiter,  all  of  Gern*any.  The 
latter’s  family  comprised  Casper  H.,  Henry,  IMary 
and  Gertrude,  of  whom  all  but  the  eldest  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Casper  H.  Peiter  was  employed  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  operated  a  lime-kiln  in  Germany.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  he  left  his  native  land  in  company 
with  our  subject,  who  had  gone  home  on  a  visit, 
and  since  that  time  has  resided  under  the  latter’s 
roof  tree.  His  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Nora  Stolty, 
died  in  1857,  aged  fifty-two  years.  John  H.  is 
one  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  survive.  Mary, 
now  living  in  Germany,  was  first  married  to  a 
Mr.  Mosburn  and  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
a  Mr.  Fricker,  both  now  deceased.  Mary  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Wallcutter,  who  has  an  exten¬ 
sive  grocery  business  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Casper 

H. ,  of  the  same  city,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large 
cigar  manufactory. 

J.  H.  Peiter  was  born  August  23,  1839,  and 
obtained  a  good  education  in  the  Fatherland, 
where  he  continued  to  dwell  until  1866.  He  em¬ 
barked  for  America  on  the  steamer  “Stellera”  and 
after  a  nineteen  days’  voyage  landed  in  New 
York  City.  After  a  short  time  he  went  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
stonemason  some  two  years.  Then  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Gerhart  Stockhouse,  he 
came  to  Marion  County  and  with  him  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  After  working  hard 
for  three  years  he  was  able  to  buy  out  the  other’s 
interest  and  has  since  carried  on  the  place  alone. 
As  he  could  afford  it  he  invested  in  tracts  of  land 
and  now  has  five  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  after 
giving  his  son  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres 
with  which  to  make  a  good  start  in  life. 

In  1862  John  H.  Peiter  married  Gertrude  IM. 
Stockhouse,  who  was  born  in  Germany  October 

I,  1838.  Her  parents,  John  F.  and  Mary  E.  (Hen¬ 
dricks)  Stockhouse,  passed  their  lives  in  the 
Old  World.  The  former,  who  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  died  in  i860,  aged  sixty-two  years,  and 
his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  in  the  same  year, 
was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  Their  eldest  son,  John, 
is  engaged  in  farming  near  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Ger¬ 
hart,  the  next  younger,  is  a  retired  business  man 
of  Cleveland,  and  HeniA^  is  a  wire  manufacturer 


in  the  same  city.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
been  born  sons  and  daughters  as  follows:  Henry, 
a  farmer  of  this  township,  was  born  January  12, 
1865;  Liza,  born  November  ii,  1867,  married 
Henry.  Bode,  a  farmer  of  this  neighborhood ;  Er¬ 
nest,  born  Alarch  20,  1870,  assists  on  the  home 
farm;  the  younger  ones — Caroline,  born  July  30, 
1874.;  John,  born  IMay  25,  1876,  and  Emma,  born 
November  15,  1882 — are  all  at  home;  one  child, 
Godfrey,  died  in  infancy.  IMr.  Peiter  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


PRESTON  W.  ^lEGOWN.  This  promi¬ 
nent  young  citizen  of  New  London  comes 
of  a  most  honored  family  in  the  city,  he 
being  the  son  of  Judge  John  Alegown.  He  was 
born  in  that  place  January  23,  1867,  and  spent 
his  early  days  in  attendance  at  the  district  school. 
When  a  lad  of  seventeen  years  he  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  store  kept  by  Theodore  Hornbeck  in 
New  London,  being  in  his  employ  for  about  four 
years. 

Thinking  farming  to  be  a  very  profitable  as 
well  as  pleasant  business,  young  Preston  then 
rented  a  tract  of  land  near  the  city  and  for  one 
year  operated  the  same.  He  then  returned  to 
town  life  and  purchasing  the  stock  of  goods 
owned  by  Mr.  Hornbeck,  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  up  to  the  fall  of  1894.  That 
year  he  disposed  of  his  store  and  contents  to  his 
brother  James  S.,  whom  he  had  previously  taken 
in  as  his  partner,  and  again  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  as  in  the  meantime  he  had  still  re¬ 
tained  the  ownership  of  his  country  propert)'. 

Mr.  Megown,  in  1893,  sold  all  his  real  estate 
in  the  city  and  began  the  erection  of  his  present 
beautiful  residence  on  the  farm  which  was  in¬ 
herited  by  his  wife,  and  was  a  part  of  the  J.  D. 
James  estate.  He  later  added  to  this  tract  at  one 
time  forty  acres,  and  again  eighty-eight  and  one- 
half  acres,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  and  one-half  acres  which  he  cultivates.  His 
dwelling  was  completed  in  the  summer  of  1894 
when  it  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  fam- 
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ily.  It  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  crest  of  a  hill 
overlooking  the  city.  The  land  is  rolling  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  locations  in  the  county.  He  de¬ 
votes  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention 
to  stockraising  and  has  for  this  purpose  his  mead¬ 
ows  and  pastures  sowed  in  Virginia  blue  grass. 

Mr.  Megown  and  Miss  Jessie  E.  James  were 
united  in  marriage  May  15,  1888.  The  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Virginia  (Rector) 
James.  Her  father  died  November  9,  1886,  and 
her  mother  March  10,  1892.  The  latter  was  the 
daughter  of  Jesse  H.  Rector  and  niece  of  Baylis 
G.  Rector,  whose  biography  will  appear  in  this 
book.  Her  parents  were  both  devoted  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  were  people  widely 
and  favorably  known  among  the  best  residents 
of  the  county.  Mr.  James  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  for  two  terms  was  Sheriff  and  Col¬ 
lector  of  Ralls  County.  To  them  were  born  six 
children,  namely:  John  W.,  Laura  and  Jessie  E., 
twins;  Lolu  May,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Nicholson  of 
Quincy,  Ill.;  Jefferson  B.  and  Thomas  A.,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  1894. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Megown  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Nellie 
and  Virginia.  The  former  was  born  February 
13,  1890,  and  the  latter  July  8,  1892,.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  poli¬ 
tics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  tried  and  true,  and 
is  a  prominent  Knight  of  Pythias  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  180.  He  is  one  of 
the  progressive  and  enterprising  young  agricul¬ 
turists  of  the  county  and  we  are  pleased  to  be 
able  to  place  his  sketch  before  our  readers. 


JAMES  M.  BLACKWELL  is  the  owner  of  a 
beautiful  farm  of  over  four  hundred  acres, 
known  as  Sunny  Slope.  The  farm  is  sit¬ 
uated  on  Section  17,  Township  51,  Pike  County. 
The  fortunate  owner  has  made  agriculture  his 
principal  business  in  life  and  has  dealt  exten¬ 
sively  in  cattle  and  hogs,  buying  and  feeding  them 
for  the  markets.  For  a  short  time  he  was  en¬ 


gaged  in  the  dry  goods  and  grocery  business  in 
Cyrene,  and  in  order  to  give  his  children  better 
educational  advantages  he  made  his  home  in 
Bowling  Green  a  few  years. 

Mumford  Blackwell,  the  father  of  the  above 
named  gentleman,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born 
in  Culpeper  County  in  1796.  He  had  very  poor 
opportunities  for  obtaining  an  education  and  in 
his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  Going 
to  Keysville,  Rappahannock  County,  Va.,  he 
carried  on  a  shop  there  for  several  years.  He 
was  the  youngest  son  of  Benjamin  F.  Blackwell, 
overseer  on  a  Virginia  plantation.  One  of  his 
sons,  Oliver,  was  a  farmer  in  the  Old  Dominion 
and  subsequently  moved  to  Ohio,  while  another 
son,  James,  had  seven  sons  in  the  Southern  Army 
during  the  late  war,  and  though  they  served  to 
the  end  of  the  same,  they  were  never  injured  by 
shot  or  shell.  Mumford  Blackwell  married  Mary 
A.,  daughter  of  Landy  and  Betsy  Waters,  who 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  their  youth.  Mr.  Waters  was  a  large  land 
owner  and  slave  holder.  He  owned  many  fine 
race  horses  and  was  of  the  old  style  of  southern 
gentlemen. 

The  birth  of  James  M.,  our  subject,  occurred 
in  Rappahannock  County,  Va.,  July  25,  1846.  In 
1857  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Lincoln 
County,  Mo.,  where  his  father  bought  about  two 
hundred  acres  of  land.  In  the  Old  Dominion  he 
owned  a  large  number  of  slaves  and  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  this  State,  brought  eleven  with  him. 
After  the  war  he  moved  to  a  farm  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  in  the  same  county.  Though  he  lived  in  a  lo¬ 
cality  which  was  raided  by  both  armies,  he  was 
of  such  an  even  temper  and  jovial  disposition  that 
he  bdre  this,  as  well  as  all  other  ill  fortune,  with 
remarkable  serenity. 

November  15,  1871,  J.  M.  Blackwell  married 
Annie  Price,  who  was  born  in  Owensburg,  Ky. 
Their  first  born  children  were  twin  boys  who 
died  in  infancy.  Emma  B.,  was  born  June  8, 
1873,  and  Beatrice  January  30,  1875.  The  mother 
died  in  March,  1876.  The  second  wife  of  our 
subject,  Vina  Sulenger,  to  whom  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  IMay,  1877,  departed  this  life  in  May, 
1879.  The  oldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Blackwell, 
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Emma  B.,  was  married  April  21,  1891,  to  Joshua 
Warren,  and  now  lives  at  Pilot  Point,  Texas. 

June  18,  1885,  James  Blackwell  married  Annie, 
widow  of  Solon  H.  South,  and  daughter  of  H.  H. 
and  Virginia  A.  Turner.  The  former  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky,  born  June  24,  1813,  and  came 
to  this  county  in  December,  1838.  He  returned 
to  Kentucky  with  his  bride,  but  in  1840  came 
back  to  this  State  and  entered  the  tract  of  three 
hundred  acres  on  which  our  subject  now  resides. 
Here  they  reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  five 
daughters:  Francis  C.,  Martin  V.,  Sue  V., 
Josephine  H.,  Annie,  Missouri,  iMaggie  B.,  and 
David  T.  The  eldest,  Francis,  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  October  25,  1838,  and  in  June,  1861,  joined 
General  Price’s  army.  He  distinguished  him¬ 
self  for  bravery  at  the  battles  of  Lexington,  Pea 
Ridge,  Corinth  and  Grand  Gulf.  May  19,  1863, 
while  gallantly  defending  the  fortifications  at 
Vicksburg,  he  was  instantly  killed  by  a  bullet 
which  penetrated  his  forehead.  Sue  V.,  born  in 
1843,  niarried  Walter  iM.  Paine,  of  Ohio,  in  1861 ; 
Josephine  C.,  born  in  1845,  married  Joseph  South 
in  February,  1863;  iMissouri,  born  July  31,  1851, 
married  C.  Terry;  Maggie,  born  May  16,  1854, 
married  in  November,  1873,  John  Simpson,  and 
died  November  23,  1881,  leaving  one  child,  Han  y 
W.;  David  T.,  born  January  13,  1863,  was  mur¬ 
dered  in  Texas  in  February',  1894,  and  his  re¬ 
mains  were  brought  home  and  interred  in  An¬ 
tioch  Cemeter}'. 

To  J.  M.  Blackwell  and  his  wife  Annie,  were 
born  the  following  children:  James  Kyle,  June  9, 
1886;  Annie  May,  February  i,  1888;  Champ 
Clarke,  September  19,  1889,  and  Harry  W., 
August  10,  1891.  By  her  former  marriage  Mrs. 
Blackwell  had  one  child,  Hallie  A. 

For  some  years  our  subject  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Bowling  Green  Baptist  Church  and  still 
holds  his  membership  there.  Hs  is  associated 
with  the  Masonic  Order,  belonging  to  Gyrene 
Lodge.  Politically  he  uses  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mr.  Blackwell  are 
as  follows:  Margaret  S.,  born  August  20,  1836, 
married  N.  S.  Gillum  and  their  only  child,  John 
M.,  lives  in  Bowling  Green,  IMo. ;  Matilda  J., 


born  in  1838,  married  Dennis  iMcGruder  and  of 
her  five  children  only  two  survive,  Dennis  and 
Lula,  the  latter  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County, 
i\Io. ;  Sarah  E.,  born  in  1840,  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
H.  Atkins,  by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Edward 
M.  and  Mollie;  William  D.,  born  in  1842,  served 
in  the  southern  army  for  two  years,  when  he  was 
taken  sick  with  the  measles,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  died;  Benjamin  F.,  born  in  1844,  mar¬ 
ried  iMollie  Hammock,  who  died  a  few  months 
later,  after  which  he  married  her  sister  Ella,  by 
whom  he  has  six  children,  namely:  Andrew,  iMol- 
lie,  Lou,  Pearl,  Benjamin  and  Elsie.  John  Mum- 
ford,  the  youngest,  born  in  December,  1848, 
married  Willie  Alansfield,  and  has  five  children, 
Maggie,  Thomas,  John,  Dana  and  iMary  A. 


George  g.  nunn,  ^i.  d.,  a  rising 

young  physician  of  Maywood,  Lewis 
County,  who  enjoys  a  flourishing  prac¬ 
tice  among  many  of  the  best  families  of  this 
place  and  locality.  His  success  has  been  un¬ 
usual  considering  the  fact  that  he  opened  an 
office  here  but  little  more  than  two  years  since, 
and  his  future  is  one  of  great  promise.  He  is  a 
student  and  endeavors  to  keep  thoroughly  abreast 
of  the  times  in  all  discoveries  and  improvements 
along  the  line  of  medicine. 

The  great-grandfather  of  the  doctor,  John  G. 
Nunn,  of  English  descent,  was  born  in  Virginia, 
April  I,  1801,  and  in  his  childhood  moved  to  Hen¬ 
ry  County,  Ky.,  with  his  mother,  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters.  When  John  G.  was  twelve  years  of  age  the 
father  was  drowned  while  endeavoring  to  cross 
ihe  James  River  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.  His  family 
procured  land  in  Kentuck}'  and  took  a  number 
of  slaves  with  them  from  their  old  Virginia  home. 
One  of  the  sons,  Walter,  afterward  moved  to  Pike 
County,  Mo.  Jane,  who  never  married,  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  in  Kentucky  and  Susan  became  the  wife  of 
William  Burford  of  this  county.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  John  G.  Nunn  married  a  Miss  Al¬ 
exandria  and  continued  to  dwell  on  the  old  Ken¬ 
tucky  estate,  engaged  in  farming  and  distilling. 
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until  coming  to  Missouri  in  1829.  He  made  the 
trip  on  horseback  and  entered  land  in  Lewis 
County,  which  property  is  still  referred  to  as  the 
Judge  Nunn  Place;  he  returned  to  his  old  home, 
however,  and  operated  the  farm  until  about  1835, 
when  he  settled  upon  and  improved  his  new  farm 
in  Lewis  County.  Soon  afterward  he  erected  a 
grist-mill  on  the  Fabius  River  and  later  a  sawmill, 
which  was  in  active  operation  for  forty-eight 
3  ears  and  is  still  standing. 

Mr.  Nunn  was  an  active  and  energetic  man  and 
accumulated  a  large  estate,  owning  about  eight 
hundred  acres  of  land.  He  brought  with  him 
from  Kentucky  about  twelve  slaves  whom  he 
subsec]uently  liberated.  During  his  residence  in 
this  locality  he  held  the  office  of  County  Judge 
and  was  looked  up  to  as  an  authority  on  nearly 
everything  pertaining  to  the  upbuilding  of  this 
region.  His  death  occurred  in  Lewis  County 
March  5,  1893,  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  three 
times  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Foie}’,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  his  third 
wife  was  Miss  Priscilla  Watkins  of  Hardin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.  Thirteen  children  were  born  of  the  first 
marriage,  as  follows:  John  M.  and  Sanford  J., 
of  Lewis  County,  Mo.;  Elbert,  who  went  to  Texas 
in  early  manhood  and  died  in  that  State;  Joseph¬ 
ine,  wife  of  Joseph  Biggs,  now  of  IMontana;  Lucy 
J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Wilson  Mitchell  of 
this  county;  Willis  J.,  who  was  born  in  Lewi.s 
County,  May  22,  1837;  Louisa,  wife  of  David 
Smith ;  William  H.,  who  operates  a  portion  of  the 
old  home  place;  Milton  W.,  farmer;  Adeline 
(Mrs.  William  Goodman),  all  living  in  this  coun¬ 
ty;  James,  now  a  resident  of  Oregon;  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  Willis  J.,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  the  first  of  the  family  bom  in  Lewis  County. 
His  half-sisters  were:  Melvina  (Mrs.  John  Wood) 
of  Shelby  County;  Sallie  (Mrs.  Smith  Scott)  of 
Marion  County;  Emily  (Mrs.  John  W.  Steele)  of 
Canton,  Mo. 

W.  J.  Nunn  received  a  common-school  educa¬ 
tion  in  Lewis  County  and  remained  at  home  until 
his  marriage.  The  lady  whom  he  chose  as  com¬ 
panion  and  sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  was 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  P.  and  Adeline 
(Wash)  Harrison  and  born  in  Kentucky.  The 
young  couple  settled  on  the  place  where  they  have 


since  resided.  Mr.  Nunn  has  devoted  his  life  to 
farming  and  stock-raising  and  for  fifteen  years 
bought,  sold  and  shipped  live-stock  extensively. 
He  now  owns  eighty’  acres  of  land,  which  is  amply 
sufficient  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  himself  and 
wife.  In  1861  -he  entered  the  Confederate  service 
under  Gen.  Porter,  but  was  taken  sick  and  returned 
home.  Fie  and  his  good  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Their  five  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters  are  named  as  follows :  George  G. ;  Adeline  L., 
born  July  9,  1864,  and  wife  of  George  Shaw; 
Lucy  J.,  born  April  19,  1867;  Ida  M.;  John  C., 
born  October  24,  1873,  and  now  a  student  in  the 
Louisville  Medical  College;  Reason  V.,  born 
July  9,  1875;  William  FT,  born  in  November, 
1878;  Myrtle  and  Joseph.  With  the  exception  of 
the  doctor,  who  is  the  eldest,  the  married  sister  and 
John  C.,  the  children  are  all  at  home. 

Dr.  George  G.  Nunn  of  this  sketch  was  born 
December  2,  1861,  in  Lewis  County  and  passed 
his  bo\ffiood  on  the  old  farm.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  of  the  district  and  pursued  his 
higher  studies  in  Maywood,  and  when  nearly  at 
his  majority  entered  the  State  Normal  College  at 
Kirksville,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  Sub- 
seciuently  he  was  for  a  year  under  the  instruction 
of  Prof.  Cook  at  La  Grange  College  and  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  for  two  years  in  his  home  coun¬ 
ty,  after  which  he  again  entered  La  Grange  Col¬ 
lege,  taking  up  the  study  of  scientific  branches 
for  a  year,  and  then  taught  for  two  terms  in  Lewis 
County.  During  the  last  year  he  took  up  medical; 
studies  alone  and  devoted  about  one  and  a  half 
years  to  this  pursuit;  he  then  entered  the  Hospital 
College  of  Medicine  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  two  ^-ears’  course  graduated  June  17, 
1891)  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
also  has  a  diploma  from  John  A.  Larrabee  of 
Louisville,  under  \vhom  he  took  a  private  course 
of  instruction  on  the  diseases  of  children.  In  1891 
he  opened  an  office  for  practice  at  Flester,  Mo., 
and  a  year  later  removed  to  his  present  location. 
In  his  early  business  life  he  was  engaged  in  bu_v- 
ing  and  shipping  live-stock,  more  or  less,  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  and  in  this  manner  obtained  a 
financial  start.  The  business  took  him  to  all  parts 
of  the  county  and  he  has  made  shipments  from 
nearly  every  station  within  its  boundaries. 
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Socially  the  doctor  belongs  to  Wyaconda 
Lodge  No.  24,  A.  F.  and  A.  ]\I.,  and  is  identified 
with  Fabius  Lodge  No.  267,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  INIay- 
wood.  Religiously  he  is  a  Baptist  and  belongs  to 
the  Dover  Church.  His  political  proclivities 
cause  him  to  espouse  the  principles  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 


Thomas  jefferson  ayres,  jr., 

the  leading  dry  goods  and  clothing  mer¬ 
chant  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Pike 
County,  this  State,  March  15,  j845.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  J,  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Ayres,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Woodford 
County,  Ky.,  and  born  August  29,  1800.  He  was 
the  son  of  John  Ayres,  born  in  Virginia  of  Scotch- 
English  parents.  John  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  and 
came  to  Kentucky  in  a  very  early  day,  and  there 
lived  for  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  in  1829,  locating  in  the  western 
part  of  Pike  County,  where  he  lived  and  died. 
He,  too,  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  following  that 
business  in  Kentucky,  where  he  also  operated  a 
distillery.  After  coming  to  this  State,  however, 
he  gave  his  attention  to  farming  until  his  decease, 
June  27,  1871.  He  was  a  Whig  prior  to  the  disor¬ 
ganization  of  that  party,  and  afterward  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  was  a  man  of  large  phy¬ 
sique,  weighing  upwards  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  and  was  over  six  feet  in  height. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ayres  was  born  in  1806,  also  in 
the  Blue  Grass  State.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Mark  Lewis,  and  died  in  June,  1883,  firm  in  the 
faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  denomina¬ 
tion  her  husband  also  belonged.  They  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children:  Martha  J.  married 
James  Kessler,  and  after  his  death  became  the 
wife  of  John  Cash,  who  is  also  deceased;  she 
makes  her  home  in  New  London.  Agnes  R. 
married  John  B.  Brown,  and  is  deceased;  Re¬ 
becca  B.  is  now  the  widow  of  E.  M.  Read,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Earber,  Audrain  County,  iMo. ;  John  H. 
is  living  in  Pike  County,  and  is  a  farmer;  Eliza¬ 


beth  Ann  married  John  A.  Rose,  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Joseph  S.  is  farming  in  this  section;  Eliza 

A.  became  the  wife  of  John  A.  Gates,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  at  her  home  in  this  county;  Sala- 
thiel  B.  is  practicing  medicine  in  Louisiana;  Amos 

B.  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  St. 
Louis;  Thomas  J.  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  farm 
work,  until  attaining  his  eighteenth  year.  In  the 
meantime  he  attended  school  during  the  winter 
months,  and  so  profitably  did  he  spend  his  time 
that  he  was  given  a  certificate  to  teach  when 
eighteen  years  of  age.  While  engaged  in  this 
vocation  he  pursued  his  studies  continually,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1863  entered  Bethel  College,  at  Pal¬ 
myra,  ]Mo.  During  the  last  year  of  his  course 
there  his  health  failed  rapidly  and,  acting  under 
the  advice  of  his  physician,  he  left  school,  and 
after  the  necessary  rest  taught  again  in  the  dis¬ 
tricts  near  his  home. 

In  1870  our  subject  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business  at  Spencerburg,  in  partnership  with  E. 
K.  Gates,  operating  under  the  firm  name  of  Gates 
&  Ayres.  This  connection  continued  for  about 
two  years,  when  David  Bryan  purchased  the  in¬ 
terest  of  iMr.  Gates  in  the  business,  who  was  later 
succeeded  by  K.  A.  Laird,  to  whom  ^Mr.  Ayres 
later  sold  out  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  Currv'ville,  where  he  went  into 
business  with  J.  W.  Caldwell,  under  the  name  of 
T.  J.  Ayres  &  Co.  They  conducted  a  thriving 
trade  until  1880,  when  a  nephew  of  our  subject, 
T.  j\I.  Rose,  purchased  iMr.  Caldwell’s  interest, 
and  these  gentlemen  operated  together  for  three 
years  following.  In  1883  Mr.  Ayres  went  to 
Bowling  Green,  although  still  retaining  his  share 
in  the  dry  goods  establishment  at  Curryville.  He 
opened  up  another  store  in  Bowling  Green,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  square,  and  after  taking 
in  as  his  partner  \"olney  Pugh,  put  in  a  large 
stock  of  clothing  in  another  store  a  few  doors 
above,  which  partnership  still  exists,  in  addition 
to  which  ]Mr.  Ayres  carries  a  general  line  of  dry 
goods,  carpets,  boots  and  shoes  in  his  own  name, 
and  although  his  trade  is  large  it  is  ever  on  the 
increase. 

Mr.  Ayres  was  married  April  29,  1869,  to  Miss 
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Mary  Ellen,  daughter  of  James  Edward  Briddell, 
a  native  of  Pike  County.  They  have  had  three 
children,  Betty  B.,  Mary  E.  and  Edward  Roy, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Both  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
former  is  a  Mason  of  high  standing  belonging  to 
Curryville  Lodge  No.  399,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
at  that  place.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  on 
which  ticket  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  1871.  He 
is  Deacon  in  his  congregation  and  also  Moder¬ 
ator  of  the  Salt  River  Baptist  Association.  Mr. 
Ayres  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
and  has  earned  an  enviable  reputation  among  the 
business  men  of  the  county.  He  has  ever  been 
ready  and  willing  to  aid  all  enterprises  for  the 
development  of  his  city,  and  to  the  poor  he  stands 
as  a  friend  in  need. 


JOHN  T.  HERRIMAN,  late  of  the  firm  of 
Herriman  &  Waples,  of  Hannibal,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  having  been  born  in 
Morris  County,  December  7,  1818.  He  emigrated 
westward  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
first  locating  in  St.  Louis.  From  that  city  he^ 
went  by  team  to  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  where  he  es¬ 
tablished  the  Keystone  Flour  Mills,  which  are 
still  in  operation.  He  later  opened  up  a  store  for 
the  sale  of  general  merchandise,  conducting  this 
business  in  connection  with  his  milling  enter¬ 
prise,  and,  prior  to  removing  from  that  city,  which 
he  did  in  1864,  had  built  up  an  extensive  trade  as 
lumber  merchant. 

In  the  above  year  Mr.  Herriman  went  to  Han¬ 
nibal  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  at 
the  same  time  retaining  his  interests  in  that  line 
in  Chillicothe,  and  having  as  his  partner  E.  B. 
Waples.  His  partner  in  this  city  was  i\Ir.  F.  P. 
Hearne,  who  withdrew  from  the  company  in 
1872,  when  it  became  Herriman  &  Waples.  On 
the  death  of  our  subject,  which  occurred  April  7, 
1883,  the  stock  company  was  organized  and  was 
thereafter  known  as  the  Herriman  &  Curd  Com¬ 
pany,  the  members  of  the  firm  being  Edward  W. 


Herriman,  son  of  our  subject,  W.  B.  Curd  and 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Herriman,  widow  of  our  subject. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Herriman  was  married 
March  26,  1854,  was  Harriet  E.  Rowland,  born 
in  Boone  County,  Mo.  Her  parents  were 
William  and  Elizabeth  Rowland,  large  slave 
owners,  formerly  of  Kentucky,  who  moved  to 
Missouri  in  an  early  day.  Mrs.  Herriman  de¬ 
parted  this  life  April  2,  1888.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children.  Celeste  B.,  now  Mrs. 
Curd,  and  Edward  W.,  of  whom  we  will  make 
mention  further  on.  In  politics  our  subject  was  a 
strong  Democrat  and  a  member  in  excellent 
standing  of  the  Park  IMethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  one  of 
the  leading  contributors  toward  the  erection  of 
the  new  church  edifice  now  occupied  by  this  de¬ 
nomination,  and  indeed  he  always  gave  liberally 
toward  all  worthy  causes.  His  good  wife  was 
also  connected  with  the  Park  Methodist  Church. 
Socially,  Mr.  Herriman  was  a  Mason  of  high 
standing.  He  was  very  domestic  in  his  tastes,  a 
kind  father,  loving  husband  and  a  friendly  neigh¬ 
bor. 

Edward  W.  Herriman,  the  son  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  February  16,  1858. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  private 
schools  and  later  attended  Hannibal  College. 
When  ready  to  launch  out  on  the  business  world, 
he  entered  his  father’s  lumber  yard  with  the  de¬ 
sire  of  becoming  thoroughly  accpiainted  with  all 
branches  of  the  business  and  started  at  the  bottom 
round  of  the  ladder,  working  as  a  common  day 
laborer  at  $1.25  per  day  for  several  years;  then  he 
became  foreman  of  the  yard  and  from  this  posi¬ 
tion  rose  to  salesman  on  the  road.  He  then  be¬ 
came  bookkeeper  and  manager  of  the  business 
for  one  year  prior  to  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
IS  a  member  of  Park  Methodist  Church  and  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Board  of  Stew¬ 
ards  and  Trustees  of  this  church  made  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  which  office  he  has  since  held. 

Edward  W.  Herriman  was  united  in  marriage 
November  4,  1891,  at  Fulton,  IMo.,  to  Miss  iNIary 
F.,  daughter  of  Hans  and  Virginia  Lawther.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  while  Mrs. 
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Lawtlier  was  born  in  Calloway  County,  IMo.  They 
were  classed  among  the  substantial  residents  of 
Fulton,  where  the  father  carried  on  a  general 
merchandising  business.  He  still  makes  his 
home  at  that  place,  although  his  wife  is  deceased. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  John, 
William,  Samuel,  Mattie,  Lillian  and  Mary.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Hon.  C.  H. 
Hughes,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Barnes  Medical  College,  which  he  or¬ 
ganized;  Lillian  married  Edward  Duncan  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  where  he  is  cashier  in  the  First 
National  Bank. 


JOSEPH  MINCH,  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  farmers  of  Marion  County,  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  well-kept  farm  in  Townshij) 
59,  Range  7.  He  was  born  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  De¬ 
cember  10,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Otto  and  Mary 
(Rickert)  Minch,  natives  of  Germany. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  in  order  to  escape 
being  pressed  into  the  German  Army,  determined 
to  come  to  America;  accordingly  in  1848  he  set 
sail  from  his  native  land  and  was  forty-two  days 
on  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  being  landed  in 
New  York  harbor  July  ii,  1849.  He  remained 
in  the  metropolis  for  three  years,  working  at  his 
trade  of  a  cabinetmaker,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  moved  on  westward,  his  destination  being 
Davenport,  Iowa.  Failing  to  obtain  work  at  his 
trade  and  his  funds  being  then  cjuite  low,  he  found 
a  position  on  a  boat  on  the  Mississippi  River. 
This  kind  of  life  did  not  suit  him  at  all,  and  a 
short  time  thereafter  we  find  him  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  plied  his  trade  for  the  succeeding  four 
years. 

Otto  Minch  was  married  about  that  time  and 
with  his  bride  moved  to  Quincy,  Ill.,  where  he 
was  a  cabinetmaker  for  two  years,  when  he  came 
to  Palmyra,  this  State,  and  one  year  later  tried 
his  fortunes  as  a  farmer.  His  first  purchase  con¬ 
sisted  of  eighty  acres,  and,  being  successful  in  his 
operations,  he  added  to  his  tract  until  he  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  broad 
and  well-kept  acres.  He  was  deprived  of  the 


companionship  of  his  good  wife  and  helpmeet  in 
January,  1892,  the  date  of  her  demise.  To  them 
were  born  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  of  six 
months  when  the  journey  was  made  to  this  State. 
His  book  education  is  somewhat  limited,  as  his 
parents  could  not  afford  to  send  him  to  school 
very  long,  but,  associating  early  in  life  with  men 
of  good  judgment  and  practical  views  of  life,  he 
became  well  informed.  In  1885  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
then  known  as  the  Peake  Farm.  He  did  not 
move  upon  this  tract,  however,  until  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  on  July  2,  1889,  when  he  was  united  to 
Lena  Fichtner,  a  native  of  this  county  and  the 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Minnie  (Clause)  Fichtner. 
Her  parents  were  born  in  Germany,  in  which 
country  her  father  was  a  wagonmaker.  Since 
coming  to  America  he  has  given  his  attention  to 
farming  and  is  now  living  in  this  county  on  a 
good  estate. 

Mr.  Minch  has  made  all  the  improvements  of 
any  importance  on  his  place  and  now  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
productive  tracts  in  the  township. 

Two  children  have  been  granted  him,  of  whom 
the  eldest.  Forest,  was  born  June  15,  1891,  and 
Eddie,  April  20,  1892.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  with  his  good  wife  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  they  are  both  active 
workers,  and  in  social  circles  they  are  highly 
esteemed. 


Anson  BRADBURY,  one  of  Pike 
County’s  most  respected  citizens,  is  a 
farmer  residing  in  Township  53,  N.  Range 
3  West,  about  four  miles  west  of  Bowling  Green. 
He  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  Ill.,  and  during  his 
mature  life  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  with  great  success. 

In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  IMr.  Bradbury  wc 
find  that  he  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bradbury,  who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in 
1509,  and  died  the  following  year  while  still  hold- 
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ing  that  honored  office.  Thomas  Bradbury,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  local  parish  register,  was  baptized 
on  the  last  day  of  February  in  i6io,  in  Wicken 
Boanant,  Essex  County,  England.  He  was  the 
great-great-great-great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  and  was  agent  for  Sir  Ferdiendo  Gorges, 
proprietor  of  the  Province  of  Maine.  This 
Thomas  Bradbury  emigrated  to  America  in  1634 
to  take  charge  of  the  land  owned  by  Sir  Ferdiendo 
Gorges,  and  is  the  common  ancestor  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bradburys.  His  son,  William,  who  died  in 
Massachusetts  in  December,  1628,  was  the  father 
of  Jacob  Bradbury,  whose  death  occurred  in  the 
Bay  State  in  1718.  The  latter’s  son,  Thomas, 
was  a  resident  of  Biddeford,  Mass.,  and  his  son  in 
turn,  Benjamin,  was  our  subject’s  great-grand¬ 
father.  The  grandfather,  Jacob,  married  Patience 
Rounds  and  of  their  twelve  children  Lemuel,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  the  second.  Jacob  Brad¬ 
bury  was  born  in  Maine  in  1783  and  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  present  at  a  family 
reunion  held  in  1848  in  a  grove  on  the  farm  of  his 
son  Lemuel  in  Pike  County.  On  that  occasion  he 
was  a  guest  of  honor  and  beheld  eighty-five  per¬ 
sons  bearing  his  name,  representing  four  genera¬ 
tions,  of  whom  he  was  their  common  ancestor. 
At  this  time  he  was  only  sixty-five  years  of  age, 
but  he  lived  to  be  ninety-six  years  old,  dying  in 
1879. 

Lemuel  Bradbury  was  born  April  18,  1805, 
being  the  second  of  twelve  children  born  to  Jacob 
and  Patience  (Rounds)  Bradbury,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  1782.  The  other  children  are 
as  follows:  Thomas,  who  married  Pamelia  Cope¬ 
land;  Sallie,  wife  of  Vincent  Gray;  Ruth,  wife  of 
John  Wadsworth;  Lucy,  Mrs.  Cephas  Simmons; 
Nathan  B.,  who  married  Dorcas  Boggs,  and  after 
her  death  married  a  cousin,  Carthena  Bradbury; 
Betsey,  who  died  in  infancy;  Samuel,  whose  wife 
was,  before  her  marriage,  Julia  Merris;  Kate, 
Mrs.  Francis  A.  Kirkpatrick;  Eliza,  who  married 
Gideon  W.  Bradbury,  a  cousin;  Jacob  Gary,  who 
wedded  Susan  Gould;  and  Jothan  B.,  whose  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mahala  Hobbs. 

On  reaching  man’s  estate  Lemuel  Bradbury 
married  Mrs.  Lydia  (Repshere)  Troy,  their  union 
being  celebrated  in  1827.  She  was  previously 


married  to  Charles  Troy,  by  whom  she  had  the 
following  children:  John  R.,  Edward,  Daniel  F., 
Mary  Ann  and  Jerome  L.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bradbury  were  born  seven  children,  namely:  Har¬ 
riet,  Eleanor,  George,  Nathan,  Anson,  Thomas 
and  Charles.  Harriet  became  the  wife  of  James 
T.  Linthicum  and  is  now  a  widow  with  several 
children,  her  home  being  in  Kansas.  Eleanor 
married  Samuel  Kaylor  and  has  seven  children. 
George  wedded  Eliza  Ann  Mummey  and  has  five 
children.  Nathan  married  Frances  Lindsay  and 
is  the  father  of  three  children.  He  and  his  family 
are  now  living  in  Kansas.  Thomas  chose  for  his 
wife  Mary  Derrah  and  had  but  one  child.  He 
served  in  the  Union  army  from  1861  until  the 
battle  of  Murfreesboro,  in  which  his  life  was  lost. 
Charles,  the  youngest,  died  in  the  spring  of  1894, 
leaving  a  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elmira 
Balon,  and  three  children. 

Anson  Bradbury  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Ill., 
April  22,  1837,  and  passed  the  first  twenty  years 
of  his  life  on  his  parent’s  old  homestead.  When 
in  his  seventeenth  year  he  took  a  course  in  Griggs- 
ville  Academy,  thus  supplementing  his  district 
school  education,  and  about  three  years  later  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  for  a  year  in  McDonough 
County,  Ill.  Then  for  a  like  period  he  worked 
on  the  farm  in  company  with  his  brother.  During 
the  gold  craze  he  started  for  Pike’s  Peak  with  a 
few  of  his  neighbors,  traveling  with  oxen  during 
the  journey  which  lasted  several  months.  Once, 
while  on  the  State  Claims  in  Kansas,  our  subject 
was  deserted  by  his  companions,  who  returned 
to  their  homes,  but  he  was  not  to  be  thus  daunted 
and  patiently  awaited  the  arrival  of  another  train 
of  emigrants.  When  such  a  party  did  come  he 
found  that  they  were  bound  for  the  Pacific  Coast 
and  therefore  he  accompanied  them,  spending 
one  year  in  California.  Then  he  wandered  to 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  for  four  months  was  with  an 
exploring  party.  Becoming  homesick  he  started 
eastward,  and  went  through  Texas,  where  for 
several  months  he  worked  on  a  farm.  The  war 
coming  on  at  this  time  he  enlisted  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army  under  Capt.  Guy  and  served  for 
nine  months,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge  and  later  engaging  in  numerous  skir- 
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mishes.  At  the  battle  of  Corinth  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  was  held  for  several  weeks,  then 
being  transferred  to  Cairo  where  he  was  turned 
over  to  the  Provost  ^Marshal  and  was  finally  re¬ 
leased.  Going  home  he  resumed  the  peaceful 
avocation  of  farming  and  has  since  continued  to 
give  his  attention  to  the  •  management  of  his 
homestead. 

On  February  15,  1865,  Mr.  Bradbury  married 
]\Iary  M.,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
(Davis)  Tedrow.  Her  grandfather,  David  Ted- 
row,  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  was  the  father 
of  twelve  children.  Her  father  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1814.  Her  mother  (Sarah  E.  Davis)  was 
born  June  21,  1819,  and  was  married  June  5, 
1837.  Her  grandfather  was  John  Davis,  born  in 
Virginia.  He  died  in  Trenton,  Ind.,  in  1828.  Her 
grandmother  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Ohio, 
in  1803,  and  died  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  in 
1872.  Benjamin  Catter,  Mrs.  Bradbury’s  great¬ 
grandfather  on  her  mother’s  side,  was  a  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  minister  and  a  native  of  Virginia, 
who  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1802.  IMrs.  Bradbury 
is  one  of  six  children,  the  others  being  William 
W.,  IMartha,  Asa  W.,  Samuel  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  William  entered  the  Union  Army  as 
a  private  soldier,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  at  Vicksburg  and  soon  afterward  was 
accidentally  killed.  Martha  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  B.  Gray  and  was  the  mother  of  thirteen 
children.  Asa  chose  for  his  helpmate  in  life 
Alellie  Jeffries  and  four  children  were  born  of 
their  union.  Samuel  wedded  Gertrude  Englesby 
by  whom  he  had  six  children.  Asa  Tedrow  died 
in  1852  and  his  widow  subsequently  married 
Daniel  Troy  June  15,  1853,  and  has  twin  chil¬ 
dren,  Albert  and  Allie,  born  Eebruary  6,  1858, 
the  former  of  whom  married  Jane  Irick  and  had 
one  child,  while  the  latter  became  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Irick  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Pike 
County,  Ill.,  November  19,  1841,  and  attended  a 
little  district  school  a  mile  and  a  half  from  her 
home.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children,  namely;  Edward  Ross, 
who  married  De  Lu  Tinker,  daughter  of  William 
H.  Tinker,  and  had  two  children.  Mary  Belle, 


the  elder,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months,  and 
Eva  is  less  than  a  year  old;  Lydia  Iva,  who  mar¬ 
ried  James  W.  Davis,  has  one  child.  Berry,  a 
little  three-year-old;  Lizzie  wedded  Andrew 
Sidle,  and  Ora  Maude  is  now  in  her  seventeenth 
year  and  lives  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres,  where  he  is  carrying  on  general 
farming.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Bowling  Green.  (Mrs. 
Bradbury  is  also  a  member  of  the  same  church. 
The  first  ballot  of  IMr.  Bradbury  was  deposited 
in  i860  for  Lincoln,  since  which  time  he  has  used 
his  franchise  in  favor  of  the  nominees  of  the 
Democratic  party.  By  all  who  have  the  pleasure 
of  his  acquaintance  he  is  held  in  the  highest  re¬ 
spect  and  is  fully  worthy  of  their  confidence. 


George  B.  BENNETT  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of 
Liberty  Township,  Marion  County,  and 
is  entitled  for  his  honorable  and  upright  life  to  a 
place  among  the  best  inhabitants  of  this  region. 
He  owns  a  beautiful  and  well-improved  farm  near 
Palmyra,  his  dwelling  being  a  commodious  one 
of  brick,  built  according  to  modern  principles  and 
surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

jMr.  Bennett  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa.,  his  birth  having  occurred  May  28,  1852. 
His  father;  the  Hon.  Joseph  S.  Bennett,  was  born 
in  the  same  county  May  17,  1822,  and  died  (June 
10,  1894)  at  the  close  of  an  honorable  career,  re¬ 
spected  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
parents  were  George  and  IMary  (Smith)  Bennett, 
who  were  lifelong  residents  of  the  Keystone  State, 
the  father  being  a  prosperous  farmer  and  a  dis¬ 
tiller  as  well.  Their  only  daughter,  Mary,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  a  i\Ir.  Bell,  and  George  and  Dav¬ 
id,  the  younger  sons,  are  deceased.  Joseph  S. 
Bennett  moved  to  Liberty  Township  from  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  arriving  here  January  2,  1866.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  si.xty  acres  of  land  upon  which  stood 
good  improvements.  In  Democratic  circles  he 
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was  very  prominent,  and  in  1878  was  elected  As¬ 
sociate  Justice  of  the  County  Court,  being  re¬ 
elected  at  the  close  of  his  two  years’  term  in  1880. 
In  1842  he  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Newlon,  whose  parents  died  with  the  cholera 
when  she  was  an  infant.  Her  birth  occurred  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  in  February,  1822, 
and  she  was  called  to  the  better  land  December 
27,  1886.  Five  children  were  born  to  Joseph  S. 
Bennett  and  wife,  namely;  Mary  and  Kizzie,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Lizzie,  born  in  June,  1848; 
George  B.,  of  this  sketch;  Anna  R.,  born  in  1854 
and  died  May  25,  1884.  Lizzie  became  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Jackson  (now  deceased)  and  had  one 
daughter,  Maggie  J.,  who  was  bom  in  June,  1874, 
and  died  October  16,  i8qo.  Mrs.  Jackson  de¬ 
parted  this  life  June  26,  1885. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  passed  quietly  in 
the  usual  routine  of  farm  life.  When  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Marion  County  and  continued  to  dwell  with 
them  until  1880,  when  he  was  married  and  re¬ 
moved  to  an  adjoining  farm.  July  5,  1894,  he 
came  to  his  present  homestead,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  his  father;  the  dwelling,  which  was 
built  in  1882  by  the  senior  Bennett  at  an  expense 
of  thirty-six  hundred  dollars,  is  one  of  the  best 
to  be  found  in  this  portion  of  the  county.  In  his 
youth  Mr.  Bennett  received  a  good  education, 
his  first  years  being  spent  in  the  public  school, 
after  which  he  was  a  student  in  the  Methodist 
Seminary  and  the  Baptist  College.  He  is  a  man 
of  much  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  in¬ 
formation  and  is  a  very  interesting  conversation¬ 
alist.  From  time  to  time  he  has  increased  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm  until  it  now  numbers  four 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  has  never  been  de¬ 
sirous  of  holding  public  office,  but  is  an  unswerv¬ 
ing  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

November  16,  1880,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
George  B.  Bennett  and  Nannie  M.  White.  She 
was  born  in  Marion  County,  December  ii,  i860, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Marcus  C.  and  Elizabeth 
B.  (Caldwell)  White.  Mrs.  Bennett  was  sum¬ 
moned  from  her  happy  home  by  the  angel  of  death 
February  25,  1895,  and  besides  her  immediate  fam¬ 
ily  left  many  sincere  friends,  who  have  deeply 
mourned  her  loss.  Of  the  four  sons  and  one 


daughter  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  Samuel 
W.,  whose  birth  occurred  June  ii,  1884,  died  in 
infancy;  the  others  are  Joe  C.,  born  September 
15,  1882;  Georgia  N.,  born  August  28,  1888; 
Guy  B.,  born  November  12,  1890;  Albert  A., 
born  June  13,  1893.  Mr.  Bennett  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  always  supports  by 
his  means  and  influence  religious  and  benevolent 
work.  His  children  .are  all  very  bright  and  are 
making  good  progress  in  their  studies. 


Richard  M.  drake  is  a  self-made  man, 
having  arrived  at  his  present  prosperous 
condition  entirely  through  his  own  indus¬ 
trious  and  business-like  qualities.  When  he  first 
set  foot  in  Marion  County  he  commenced  at  the 
bottom  round  of  the  ladder  and,  being  never  dis¬ 
couraged,  pressed  steadily  forward  to  the  goal  in 
view.  He  was  among  the  first  to  locate  in  this 
township,  the  country  being  then  in  a  wild,  un¬ 
broken  state;  wild  animals  were  numerous  and 
on  one  occasion  Mrs.  Drake  killed  a  deer  near  the 
house. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  Va.,  September  23,  1826.  He  was 
the  son  of  Richard  E.  and  Nancy  (Edmunds) 
Drake,  also  natives  of  that  State,  where  his  father 
was  engaged  in  farming  during  his  entire  life. 
The  latter  departed  this  life  when  Richard  w'as  a 
lad  of  fourteen  years  and  his  mother  died  six  years 
later.  To  them  w'ere  born  a  family  of  six  sons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth. 
The  others  were  INIartha  C.,  George  W.,  Mary 
Jane,  Phidelia  Ann  and  Susan  Frances. 

Our  subject  lived  with  his  mother  until  her  re¬ 
moval  to  Missouri  and  then  began  to  do  for  him¬ 
self  by  w^orking  out  on  farms;  later  he  became  a 
sailor  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  following  this 
kind  of  life  until  his  marriage — IMarch  17,  1857. 
The  lady  of  his  choice  w'as  IMiss  Aretta  Ann  Rust, 
also  born  in  Richmond  Count)^  Va.,  the  date 
thereof  being  September  8,  1840.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  James  H.  and  Susan  C.  (Churchw'ell) 
Rust,  farmers  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  people  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
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After  his  marriage  Mr.  Drake  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  his  native  county,  remaining  there  thus  em¬ 
ployed  until'  i860;  November  3  of  that  year  he 
came  to  Missouri,  joining  his  mother  in  this  coun¬ 
ty.  He  first  rented  a  farm  in  Township  58,  Range 
8,  and  was  the  occupant  of  this  tract  for  eight 
years,  when  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  forty-  acres 
of  his  present  homestead.  Later  he  bought  a  like 
amount  and  the  entire  eighty  acres  are  now  under 
an  adm.irable  state  of  improvement  and  are  cul¬ 
tivated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bear  large  crops. 
Mr.  Drake  first  erected  a  log  house  on  his  place 
and  in  this  the  family  resided  for  several  years, 
when  a  more  substantial  and  commodious  abid¬ 
ing-place  was  constructed.  Mr.  Drake  is  a  self- 
made  man  as  regards  education  and  the  position 
which  he  has  attained  among  the  farmers  of  his 
community,  and  he  takes  a  great  interest  in  polit¬ 
ical  questions,  voting  for  the  best  men,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  office.  In  religious  affairs  he  and 
his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


FR.\XCIS  B.  stout,  JR.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  who  holds  the  responsible  position 
of  Sun  eyor  of  Ralls  County,  is  also  one  of 
its  most  prominent  and  prosperous  farmers.  He 
was  bom  in  this  State  and  county  February  16, 
1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Francis  B.  and  Anna  ]M. 
(Stowers)  Stout.  For  a  full  history  of  this  family 
we  refer  the  reader  to  the  sketch  of  the  father, 
which  appears  on  another  page.  The  original  of 
this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  after  completing  a  course  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  became  a  student  in  the  State  Nor¬ 
mal,  Kirksville,  Mo.  His  career  was  begun  as  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  two  years  there¬ 
after  he  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Simpson,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  February  16,  1876. 
Mr.  Stout  then  settled  down  to  farm  life,  working 


at  this  in  summer  and  engaged  in  teaching  during 
the  winter  months. 

In  1880  Mr.  Stout  became  a  candidate  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  for  the  office  of  County  Sur¬ 
veyor,  and  was  elected  by  a  good  majority,  serv¬ 
ing  for  one  term  with  honoi;  to  himself  and  party. 
In  1892  he  was  again  called  upon  to  act  in  the 
same  capacity,  and  is  still  the  incumbent  of  that 
position.  In  the  year  1888  our  subject  moved 
to  his  present  place  and  two  years  later  became 
the  owner  of  the  property.  His  farm,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  valuable  in  this  section, 
contains  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  which 
he  cultivates  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  ^Ir. 
Stout  is  thoroughly  in  love  with  his  business  and 
ranks  among  the  substantial  residents  of  the 
county. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Stout  was  Miss  Belle 
Simpson,  and  her  parents  were  Joseph  and 
Amanda  (Mitchell)  Simpson,  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky;  they  were  bom  in  1818  and  1821,  respect¬ 
ively.  Mr.  Simpson  departed  this  life  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State  about  the  year  1861  and  some  five  years 
later  his  wife  with  her  family  emigrated  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  locating  in  Lincoln  Count)'.  Several  years 
thereafter  she  moved  to  Pike  County.  Mo.,  where 
she  made  her  home  until  about  1885,  when  she 
became  an  inmate  of  our  subject’s  household, 
with  whom  she  still  resides.  To  !Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Stout  have  been  given  five  children,  as  follows: 
Charles  A.,  bom  ]\Iarch  24.  1877;  Daniel  Mcln- 
t}Te.  bom  November  16,  1878;  Alma  Forest,  born 
September  20.  1881 ;  William  Francis,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1888;  William's  twin  brother,  deceased 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Stout  is  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  gentle¬ 
man,  and  in  his  official  duties  gives  satisfaction 
by  the  able  manner  in  which  he  discharges  all 
calls  upon  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
As  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  the 
county  we  are  pleased  to  present  his  sketch  here¬ 
with  to  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 
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MOSES  B.  GASH. 


Moses  B.  gash,  with  the  progress  of 

Marion  County,  and  more  especially 
with  the  history  of  South  River  Town¬ 
ship,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  intimately 
associated  throughout  his  entire  life,  having  con¬ 
tributed  materially  to  the  development  of  its  re¬ 
sources  and  the  growth  of  its  industries.  His  life 
occupation  has  been  that  of  farming,  in  which, 
through  industry  and  good  judgment,  he  has 
met  with  success  and  gained  prosperity.  The 
farm  which  he  owns  consists  of  eight  hundred 
acres  of  fine  land,  embellished  with  one  of  the 
most  substantial  brick  dwellings  in  the  county. 
This  residence,  which  was  erected  by  Mr.  Gash 
in  1853,  is  not  only  handsome  in  its  exterior  ap- 
,  pearance,  but  equally  inviting  on  the  interior, 
being  furnished  in  a  tasty  manner  indicative  of  the 
refinement  and  culture  of  the  inmates. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  reader  to  note  a  few 
facts  concerning  the  history  of  the  Gash  family. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Martin,  was  born  in 
Germany,  June  16,  1773,  and  came  to  Marion 
County  in  1818,  settling  upon  a  farm  adjoining 
that  now  owned  by  our  subject.  There  the  grand¬ 
father  died;  the  grandmother  departed  this  life 
while  the  family  were  journeying  through  St. 
Louis  County,  en  route  to  their  new  home.  When 
Martin  came  to  this  county  he  purchased  a  tract 
of  about  eight  hundred  acres,  for  which  he  paid 
$1.25  per  acre,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
owned  only  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  hav¬ 
ing  given  the  remainder  of  his  property  to  his 
children.  In  early  days  he  was  a  slaveholder.  He 
was  the  first  white  settler  is  this  locality,  and  for 
more  than  a  year  after  he  came  here  he  had  no 
neighbors.  The  old  log  cabin  still  stands  which 
he  erected  near  the  site  of  our  subject’s  present 
home.  In  1819  he  built  the  first  brick  structure 


in  the  county,  and  so  well  was  the  work  done  that 
at  the  present  day  it  is  a  much  more  substantial 
building  than  many  that  have  been  built  of  recent 
years.  It  is  in  South  River  Township,  and  is  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Ann  Ellis,  of  Palmyra. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Gudger,  and  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  March  3,  1779,  and  died  September 
29,  1828.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  death.  By 
her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  twelve 
children,  namely:  Joseph,  William,  Martin,  Jef¬ 
ferson,  Montreville,  John,  Moses  B.,  Sallie,  Mrs. 
Brandt;  Martha,  Mrs.  Moses  D.  Bates,  Nancy, 
wife  of  J.  U.  Boulware;  Rebecca,  and  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  William  Bates.  Of  this  large  family  our 
subject  is  the  youngest  child  and  sole  survivor. 
He  was  born  in  South  River  Township,  May  28, 
1823,  and  was  early  orphaned,  his  mother  dying 
when  he  was  four,  and  his  father  when  he  was 
ten  years  of  age.  From  that  time  until  1849  he 
made  his  home  with  his  brother,  Martin,  Jr.,  but 
during  that  year  the  latter  went  to  California, 
where,  after  having  engaged  in  mining  for  a  short 
time,  his  death  occurred.  At  the  time  he  left  for 
the  Pacific  coast  he  gave  Moses  B.  his  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  was  a  portion  of 
their  father’s  old  homestead.  There  Avas  a  debt 
on  the  place,  but  this  our  subject  ultimately  paid 
and  at  various  times  he  invested  in  adjoining 
tracts  of  land,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  some 
eight  hundred  acres. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
Mr.  Gash  enlisted  in  the  service,  and  for  fourteen 
months  was  actively  engaged  at  the  front.  When 
Capt.  Henley  was  shot,  at  Moro,  Mexico,  he  fell 
against  Mr.  Gash,  and  while  the  latter,  with  some 
comrades,  was  bearing  him  away,  he  died.  On 
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his  return  from  the  war,  our  subject  resumed  farm 
work,  at  which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  Fail¬ 
ing  health  induced  him,  about  1892,  to  turn  his 
business  interests  over  to  others,  and  he  has  since 
lived  retired  from  active  cares.  Though  his  edu¬ 
cation  was  meagre,  he  is  a  man  of  broad  informa¬ 
tion,  having  gained  a  valuable  education  in  the 
school  of  experience,  and  through  habits  of  ob- 
sen^ation  and  reading.  His  first  Presidential  bal¬ 
lot  was  cast  for  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  he  has 
always  supported  the  Democracy.  For  several 
years  he  was  a  School  Director,  and  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  was  instrumental  in  promoting  the  edu¬ 
cational  interests  of  the  district.  In  religious  be¬ 
lief  he  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  record  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Gash  shows  that 
he  has  ever  been  kind,  generous  and  whole-souled 
in  word  and  deed,  and  his  neighbors  feel  that  they 
can  call  upon  him  for  sympathy  and  help  in  hours 
of  need.  In  his  labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  h^  dis¬ 
played  practical  common  sense,  discrimination 
and  an  ability  to  work  to  a  good  advantage,  and 
the  success  that  has  followed  his  efiorts  proves 
that  he  was  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  an  occu¬ 
pation.  He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the 
oldest  surviving  native-born  resident  of  the 
county,  and  this  fact,  together  with  his  useful  and 
honorable  life,  entitle  him  to  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him. 

In  1849  Moses  B.  Gash  married  Miss  Catherine 
Nichols,  who  was  born  in  this  township,  July  30, 
1832.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda 
(Shropshire)  Nichols,  the  former  born  in  IMason 
County,  Ky.,  June  4,  1810.  “Colonel  Jack,”  as 
he  was  familiarly  known,  was  a  man  of  splendid 
physique,  and  even  to  his  last  days  retained  his 
vigor  and  erect  stature.  In  the  fall  of  1830,  he 
came  to  Marion  County,  and  in  the  spring  of  the 
following  year  settled  in  South  River  Township, 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  John  N., 
Jr.  In  1834  he  erected  a  house,  the  lumber  for 
which  was  purchased  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  his  landed  possessions  aggre¬ 
gated  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  highly  culti¬ 
vated  land,  while  in  addition  to  this  he  owned 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
and  two  hundred  and  four  acres  of  elmwood  tim¬ 


ber  property.  The  value  of  his  homestead  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  a  beautiful  spring,  frotn 
which  a  clear  stream  flows  across  the  entire 
breadth  of  the  homestead.  He  was  a  devoted  be¬ 
liever  in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  and  was 
baptized  at  Paris,  Ky.,  by  a  Christian  preacher. 
He  attained  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-four, 
passing  away  September  4,  1884.  Personally,  he 
was  a  man  of  warm  heart  and  generous  impulses ; 
one  who  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  assist 
the  needy  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  His  life 
was  one  of  busy  industry,  and  he  witnessed  the 
remarkable  growth  of  jMarion  County  from  a 
poor  and  sparsely  settled  community  to  one  of 
the  foremost  in  the  State. 

]\Irs.  Gash  was  one  of  six  children,  the  others 
being  James,  Huldah  M.,  John  N.,  William  E., 
and  Mary  E.  She  is  a  woman  of  noble  character, 
who  has  been  the  efficient  counselor  of  her  hus¬ 
band  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  by  her  ready 
sympathy  has  divided  his  sorrows  and  doubled 
his  joys.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  John  IM.,  who 
was  born  January  6,  1851,  married  Sallie  Nichols, 
and  is  a  farmer  of  this  township;  William  J.,  who 
was  born  February  22,  1853,  and  owns  a  farm  in 
Liberty  Township;  James  ]\I.,  born  February  26, 
1855,  and  died  May  17,  1892;  Mary  R.,  bom  Jan¬ 
uary  19,  1857,  and  residing  at  home;  Lucinda 
]M.,  born  March  6,  1859,  and  the  widow  of  Dr. 
D.  White,  of  Liberty  Township;  Hilda  C.,  born 
Februar}'  24,  1861,  and  wife  of  Isaac  Barkley,  a 
farmer  of  Liberty  Township;  and  Martha  E., 
born  May  19,  1863,  died  in  April,  1864. 

William  J.,  son  of  our  subject,  remained  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when, 
in  company  with  one  of  his  brothers,  he  purchased 
a  farm.  A  few  years  later  he  sold  out  his  interest 
and  bought  a  homestead  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  Liberty  Township.  He  received  a 
district  school  education,  and  completed  his 
studies  in  St.  Paul’s  College,  Palmyra,  where  he 
took  a  two-years’  course.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  practical  ability,  and  will,  undoubtedly,  be  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers  of  the  counH  at  no  dis¬ 
tant  day.  In  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a  member,  he  takes  an  active  interest,  being  one 
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of  its  most  influential  workers.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat.  December  7,  1886,  he  married 
Emma  Shropshire,  who  was  born  in  ]\Iarion 
County  in  1852,  and  whose  parents,  James  and 
Lucy  (Ross)  Shropshire,  were  also  natives  of  this 
county.  The  elder  daughter,  Alvina,  who  was 
born  in  1851,  is  the  wife  of  J.  Y.  Hastings,  a 
farmer  of  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.  The  only  son, 
Willie  S.,  died  in  infancy. 


CAPT.  JOHN  P.  FISHER  was  a  native  of 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  was  born  July  13, 
1822,  in  Spencer  Township.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Solomon  Fisher,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
but  removed  to  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  at  an  early 
date,  when  he  married  Mary  A.  Petty.  He  was 
the  owner  of  a  large  estate  in  that  county,  together 
with  a  large  number  of  slaves.  In  1818  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  located  near 
Frankford,  where  He  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land.  In  1823  he  laid  off  the  Town  of  Frank¬ 
ford  and  near  this  place  carried  on'general  farm¬ 
ing.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  serv^ed  with  the 
rank  of  Captain.  When  quite  an  old  man  he 
was  accidentally  shot  by  his  son  William,  who 
was  cleaning  his  rifle  at  the  time;  the  ball  passed 
through  the  knee-joint,  necessitating  amputation. 
About  five  years  before  this  time  his  wife  was 
killed  in  a  similar  manner  by  her  son  John.  Solo¬ 
mon  Fisher  was  three  times  married,  the  second 
time  to  the  Widow  Stark,  of  Pike  County,  and 
his  third  marriage  was  with  the  Widow  Welty, 
of  the  same  county.  By  the  first  marriage  were 
born  nine  children:  Adam,  Eunice,  George,  Par- 
thena,  William,  John,  Salena,  Solomon  and  Em- 
erilla;  his  second  wife  presented  him  with  one 
child,  Margaret. 

George  Fisher,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  December  4,  1798,  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky., 
and  came  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  with  his  parents. 
He  was  of  a  roving  disposition,  very  fond  of  his 
gun,  and  spent  a  good  deal  of  his  time  in  hunt¬ 
ing.  He  was  married  in  1821  in  Pike  County  to 
Urania  Porter,  a  native  of  Harrison  County,  K)-. 


Her  father  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
received  a  wound  in  one  of  the  engagements  from 
the  effects  of  which  he  died.  After  their  marriage 
they  located  on  a  quarter  section  of  land  between 
Ralls  and  Pike  Counties,  which  was  his  home 
until  1849.  He' spent,  however,  a  good  deal  of 
his  time  away  from  home,  principally  in  the  lead 
regions  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  Galena,  Ill.,  after 
our  subject  was  old  enough  to  do  farm  work.  In 
the  spring  of  1849  went  with  a  company  from 
New  London  to  California,  crossing  the  plains 
by  ox  teams;  he  left  home  in  May  and  arrived  in 
the  Golden  State  in  September  of  the  same  year. 
On  this  trip  he  was  accompanied  by  his  son 
Adam,  who  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  also  had  made  arrangements  to  go, 
but  owing  to  his  mother  objecting  he  concluded 
to  remain  at  horrie  and  attend  to  the  farm.  While 
on  this  trip  to  California  George,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  taken  sick  and  carried  two  hundred 
miles  in  an  ox  team;  he  lived  only  a  month  after 
his  arrival  in  California.  His  remains  were  in¬ 
terred  in  that  far-off  land. 

When  twenty-one  years  of  age  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  commenced  life  for  himself  by  hiring 
out  to  William  Gilbert,  Gilbert’s  Landing,  Pike 
County,  Mo.,  who  was  engaged  in  cutting  and 
rafting  hardwood  logs  from  this  locality  to  St. 
Louis.  Here  he  was  given  charge  of  the  force, 
and  acted  as  foreman  or  overseer  for  two  years, 
missing  scarcely  a  day  in  that  time.  He  received 
twelve  and  one-half  dollars  a  month,  and  was  re¬ 
quired  to  work  seven  days  a  week  in  running 
rafts.  In  1843  he  left  the  river  and  invested  the 
money  which  he  had  saved  in  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Pike  County,  where  the  Centenary  Church  is 
now  located.  This  piece  of  land  he  sold  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  at  an  advance  of  one  hundred  dollars 
and  bought  the  home  place  of  his  father,  which 
he  made  his  future  abode.  Here  he  kept  “bach¬ 
elor’s  hall”  for  two  years;  then  on  October  5, 
1848,  married  Emmaline  L.  Early,  daughter  of 
Lamach  Early,  an  uncle  of  Gen.  Jubal. Early. 
Here  he  made  his  home  and  engaged  in  farming, 
adding  to  the  original  tract  from  time  to  time  until 
he  owned  three  hundred  acres.  In  1853  he  sold 
the  old  homestead  and  moved  to  the  City  of  Lou- 
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isiana  and  entered  the  employ  of  John  S.  Mellen, 
loaning  him  all  the  money  he  had,  including  that 
from  the  sale  of  the  place,  the  entire  amount  be¬ 
ing  four  thousand  dollars.  Within  one  year  Mr. 
Mellen  failed  and  our  subject  lost  the  whole  sum, 
having  but  fifty  cents  left.  He  then  bought  a  farm 
on  Spencer  Creek  for  one  thousand,  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars,  going  in  debt  for  it,  and 
commenced  farming,  not  even  owning  a  horse  at 
the  time.  He  had  five  years  in  which  to  pay  for 
the  land,  and  succeeded  in  clearing  it  from  all  in¬ 
cumbrance  in  four  years.  On  April  9,  i860,  his 
wife  died,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  engaged 
in  merchandising  in  Frankford,  Pike  County,  in 
which  he  continued  for  two  years. 

During  his  residence  in  Frankford,  November 
29,  1864,  he  married  Mrs.  Lucelia  Jones,  a  native 
of  Ralls  County,  and  daughter  of  William  Thomp¬ 
son,  whose  husband  was  accidentally  killed  while 
coon  hunting;  he  had  climbed  a  tree  and  was 
shot  by  a  companion.  During  the  war  a  com¬ 
pany  of  soldiers  stopped  at  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Fisher  for  refreshments,  and  while  there  one  of 
them  accidentally  shot  himself.  In  1867  Mr. 
Fisher  returned  to  the  City  of  Louisia,na  and  took 
charge  of  the  toll-road  from  Louisiana  to  Frank¬ 
ford.  He  remained  in  this  position  until  1871, 
when  he  was  appointed  by  Andrew  Johnson  as 
Government  Storekeeper  of  the  Louisiana  Dis¬ 
tillery,  owned  by  Gen.  John  B.  Henderson,  which 
position  he  retained  three  years;  he  then  went 
back  to  the  farm. 

After  returning  to  the  farm  our  subject  re¬ 
mained  on  it  until  1875,  when  he  purchased  four 
hundred  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  the  Village  of 
Saverton,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside;  since 
that  time  he  has  bought  land  until  he  now  owns 
fifteen  hundred  acres.  During  his  twenty  years’ 
residence  here  he  has  continued  in  farming-  and 
stock-raising.  Until  lately  he  fed  many  head  of 
stock,  but  now  gives  his  attention  mostly  to  grain, 
renting  a  large  portion  of  his  land.  In  1890  he 
took  charge  of  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  in 
Saverton,  the  same  now  being  conducted  by  his 
son.  Besides  his  extensive  land  interests  he  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’ 
Bank,  Hannibal,  and  owns  a  large  number  of 


houses  and  lots  in  that  city.  He  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  number  of  years,  but 
resigned,  and  lately  has  refused  the  office.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Convention  in  1888-1892.  He 
has  attended  almost  every  State  and  Congres¬ 
sional  Convention  for  the  last  thirty  years. 

By  his  first  marriage  were  born  four  children, 
three  now  living:  Adeline,  who  married  John 
Langley,  in  Green  County;  John  T.,  now  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  Saverton;  Solomon  A.,  who  when  last 
heard  from  was  in  the  West;  Adam  L.,  who  died 
in  childhood.  By  the  second  marriage  seven 
children  were  born:  Fluella  M.,  wife  of  John 
Turner,  residing  near  St.  Louis;  Viola  B.,  wife 
of  B.  S.  Cannon,  of  Lincoln  County,  Mo.;  Jessie 
M.,  living  at  home;  Bertha  H.,  wife  of  S.  W.  Bur¬ 
den,  Station  Agent  at  Saverton;  Porter  S.,  Virgil 
D.  and  Russel  H.,  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Fisher,  two  daughters  and  one  son  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  one  son  and  one 
daughter  are  members  of  the  iMethodist  Church, 
and  one  daughter  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  ]\Ir.  Fisher  has  never  indulged  in 
the  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  or  intoxicating 
liquors.  He  has  been  a  Master  IMason  for  the  last 
forty  years,  his  membership  being  in  the  Frank¬ 
ford  Lodge.  Mr.  Fisher  is  the  oldest  male  native- 
born  survivor  in  Ralls  County. 


Thomas  R.  MOORE  occupies  no  unim¬ 
portant  place  among  the  farmers  of  Pike 
County,  as  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  well- 
cultivated  farm  in  Buffalo  Township,  on  which 
have  been  placed  all  the  latest  improvements  in 
the  way  of  buildings  and  machinery.  He  is  the 
eldest  son  of  John  Moore,  and  was  born  in  Han¬ 
cock  County,  W.  Va.,  July  31,  1853. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Pa.,  April  14,  1809,  and  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  commenced  boating  on  the 
^Mississippi  River  and  its  tributaries.  With  a  flat- 
boat  he  has  made  the  trip  from  Pittsburg  to  New 
Orleans  in  eighteen  days,  when  his  barge  was 
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heavily  loaded  with  coal  and  flour.  He  usually 
sold  both  the  cargo  and  flat-boat  and  returned  to 
his  home  by  steamer.  The  business  proved  a 
very  lucrative  one,  and  during  the  famine  in  Ire¬ 
land  he  made  money  very  rapidly.  He  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Susannah  (Maxwell)  Moore.  His 
wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  was,  prior  to  .her 
marriage,  Sarah  D.  Willhelm,  and  was  born  in 
Sciota  County,  Ohio,  October  22,  1831.  She 
married  Mr.  Moore  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  1852,  and  the  following  year  the  young 
couple  moved  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  where  they 
entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  and 
remained  for  five  years.  Then  they  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Pike  County,  this  State,  purchasing  the 
old  homestead  of  eighty  acres.  This  tract  was  at 
that  time  partially  improved,  and  Mr.  Moore 
made  it  his  duty  to  place  the  remaining  portion 
under  good  tillage.  It  is  what  is  spoken  of  as 
bottom  land,  and  contains  very  rich  soil,  and  he 
has  placed  on  it  many  comfortable  buildings. 

To  John  and  Sarah  D.  Moore  there  have  been 
born  seven  children,  of  whom  Thomas  R.  was 
the  eldest;  Jacob  W.;  George  was  born  in 
Davis  County,  Iowa,  August  4,  1858,  and  died 
November  2,  1873;  Herschel,  born  in  this  county 
November  19,  i860;  William  D.,  February  i, 
1863;  Charles  F.,  May  23,  1870;  and  Annie  B., 
July  31,  1873.  Grandfather  William  Moore  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  brother  and 
uncle  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  On  one 
occasion  Grandmother  Vanlinda  (Dawson) 
Moore  gave  a  drink  of  water  to  Gen.  Washing¬ 
ton  and  his  staff  while  they  were  marching  by  the 
spring  on  her  place  at  the  foot  of  Laurel  Hill, 
near  Uniontown,  Pa.  The  uncle  and  brother  of 
William  Moore,  mentioned  above,  were  both 
killed  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  which  battle¬ 
field  our  subject  has  visited,  it  being  located  six 
miles  below  that  city. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  a 
Democrat  prior  to  the  nomination  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  'President,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Moore 
had  two  brothers  who  served  in  the  Union  Army 
from  1861  to  1865.  George  W.  was  Captain  of  a 


company  raised  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.  He 
is  now  a  resident  of  Greenville,  Miss.  John  W. 
served  through  the  entire  period  of  the  war  in  the 
Eastern  Army. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  4,  1874,  to 
Miss  IMary  T.,  daughter  of  James  and  Amanda 
E.  (Watson)  Sutton,  and  their  five  children  are 
Iva  L.,  Curtis  and  Escue,  twins,  Daisy  M.  and 
Wiley  J.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  finely-educated  gentle¬ 
man,  having  been  a  student  at  the  Pardee  Col¬ 
lege  in  Louisiana,  and  the  Highland  University 
of  Highland,  Kansas.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  Farmers’  and  Laborers’ 
organization,  of  which  he  was  President  in  1894. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
since  1886,  which  denomination  his  wife  joined 
two  years  later.' 


OSEPH  HENDERSON  is  one  of  the  old 
and  respected  citizens  of  Pike  County,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Bowling  Green.  He 
operated  a  valuable  farm  in  Cuivre  Township 
until  1885,  and  had  acquired  upwards  of  six  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  which  he  portioned  off  to  his  children 
from  time  to  time,  but  for  the  past  five  years  has 
been  retired  from  active  life.  He  is  justly  entitled 
to  a  place  among  the  representative  men  and 
founders  of  Pike  County’s  prosperity,  for  he  has 
been  identified  with  her  interests  for  many  long 
years,  and  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  her  de¬ 
velopment. 

The  parents  of  this  honored  old  settler  were 
Samuel  and  Rhoda  (Ware)  Henderson,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  was  born  in  Virginia  and  was  of 
German  descent.  His  father,  John,  was  a  farmer 
who  was  born  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  North 
Carolina.  Samuel  Henderson  emigrated  to  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1834  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Cuivre 
Township,  Pike  County.  Before  his  death  he 
had  accumulated  some  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  made  a  specialty  of  raising  tobacco, 
corn  and  wheat.  He  was  born  February  it, 
1780,  and  died  on  the  farm  where  he  had  lived 
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for  thirty-four  years,  in  February,  1868.  His  wife, 
Rhoda,  born  March  2,  1787,  departed  this  life 
May  21,  1863.  Their  family  comprised  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  John;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Wesley 
Lee;  Hiram;  Rufus;  Priscilla,  who  married  Eli¬ 
sha  Ingram;  Stephen  PL;  Joseph;  William; 
Nancy,  Mrs.  Perry;  Rutherford;  Martha.  Onh 
four  of  this  large  family  survive,  namely:  Joseph, 
Stephen,  Priscilla,  and  Hiram. 

Joseph  Henderson  was  born  in  Caswell 
County,  N.  C.,  May  25,  1819,  and  his  early  years 
were  spent  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  pursuits 
common  to  boys  of  that  day.  When  he  was  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  his  father  having  given 
him  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Cuivre  Township. 
This  farm  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1885, 
but  had  extended  its  boundaries  many  times. 
His  chief  business  was  that  of  raising  live  stock, 
corn  and  oats,  and  success  attended  his  efforts 
in  every  direction.  P'ormerly  he  was  a  Democrat, 
but  voted  the  Republican  ticket  on  the  second 
election  of  Lincoln  and  has  continued  to  do  so 
ever  since. 

November  20,  1845,  Joseph  Henderson  and 
IMary  Ware  were  united  in  marriage.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  John  and  Polly  (Holcomb)  Ware,  na¬ 
tives  of  North  Carolina.  P)y  this  union  were  born 
two  children,  John  W.,  now  a  farmer  of  Indian 
Creek,  and  Arian,  who  married  Harvy  Adams, 
and  resides  in  Roodhouse,  Ill.  The  mother  of 
these  children  departed  this  life  March  22,  1851. 
February  16,  1854,  our  subject  wedded  Cather¬ 
ine  Anderson,  a  native  of  Pike  County.  Her 
parents,  James  and  Lydia  (Holland)  Anderson, 
were  born  in  Kentucky,  came  to  this  sectio:i 
about  1816,  and  from  thenceforth  were  honored 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Calumet  Township. 
Mrs.  Henderson  is  one  of  nine  children,  and  one 
of  four  survivors,  the  others  being  Margaret,  wife 
of  Hopeful  Woods;  Reuben,  of  Cyrene,  Mo.,  and 
Lydia,  Mrs.  George  Thompson.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  were  born  the  following  children:  iMary 
E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  Ware,  of 
Cuivre  Township;  James  S.,  who  lives  near  his 
elder  sister;  Louise  C.,  who  married  S.  R.  Bran- 
stetter,  of  Bowling  Green;  iMaggie  J.,  deceased; 


Joseph  C.,  who  lived  in  Louisiana,  Mo.;  William 
S.,  of  this  city;  Lucinda;  Pinckney  A.,  whose 
home  is  in  Waco,  Texas;  and  Laura.  The  par¬ 
ents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  are  liberal  contributors  to  worthy  charitable 
and  religious  purposes. 


JOHN  BLAND  of  Section  35,  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  and  one  of  our  most 
successful  agriculturists,  is  a  son  of  the 
beautiful  Emerald  Isle,  and  for  the  past  thirty 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  Missouri.  He  is 
selfmade,  as  when  he  reached  America  he  was 
almost  entirely  without  means,  but,  possessing 
a  rugged  constitution  and  a  brave  and  manly 
heart,  was  not  easily  discouraged  by  difficulties, 
and  pressed  forward  to  the  goal  of  success. 

The  parents  of  the  above,  William  and  Bridget 
(McLaughlin)  Bland,  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
where  they  passed  their  entire  lives.  The  father 
was  a  slater  by  trade  and  devoted  some  attention 
to  gardening.  He  died  in  1831  when  only  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  being  stricken  with  the  dread 
disease  yellow  fever,  and  within  the  next  three 
months  two  of  his  daughters  and  one  son  died 
with  the  same  plague.  Mrs.  Bland  lived  until 
1870,  her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  She  was  a  woman  who  bore  mis¬ 
fortune  bravely,  as  she  possessed  great  strength 
of  character  and  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Her  children  were  Ann,  iMary, 
and  James,  deceased,  and  John,  of  this  sketch, 
the  only  survivor.  After  the  death  of  her  first 
husband,  IMrs.  Bland  became  the  wife  of  Patrick 
Tigne,  also  of  Ireland.  He  died  in  the  fall  of 
1857,  aged  forty-six  years.  Their  family  com¬ 
prised  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  James,  who  is 
still  living  in  Ireland;  Bridget,  who  died  in  Ohio, 
and  Patrick,  Jr.,  who  enlisted  in  the  Southern 
Army  in  the  United  States  during  the  late  war 
and  was  never  again  heard  from. 

John  Bland  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
in  October,  1829,  and  has  no  recollection  of  his 
father,  who  died  when  he  was  but  little  over  two 
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years  of  age.  In  1849  young  Bland  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  after  a  sailing  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  and  three  days  landed  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Two  weeks  later  he  proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi  to  Cincinnati,  and  resided  there  for  a 
few  months.  The  next  five  years  he  worked  on 
farms  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  then  re¬ 
turning  to  Cincinnati,  found  employment  in  a 
marble  factory  for  two  years.  From  that  time 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  his  home  was  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  he  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  the  Second  Heavy  Artillery  of 
the  State,  being  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
in  1865,  at  the  close  of  a  year  and  a  half  of  service. 

November  15,  1854,  Mr.  Bland  had  married  in 
Ohio  Mary  N.  Edinger,  who  was  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  October  15,  1833,  and  on  rejoin¬ 
ing  his  wife  on  the  termination  of  his  army  serv¬ 
ice,  Mr.  Bland  continued  to  come  westward.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  located  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  the 
father  having  preceded  his  family  to  make  neces¬ 
sary  arrangements,  and  later  they  moved  to  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  settling  near  West  Ely,  South  River 
Township.  There  Mr.  Bland  raised  two  crops, 
in  the  meantime  prospecting  and  keeping  a  look¬ 
out  for  a  permanent  home.  Liking  what  he  had 
heard  of  Ralls  County,  he  settled  on  his  present 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  in  1867 
and  has  never  had  reason  to  regret  his  decision. 
He  has  improved  his  place  with  good  buildings 
and  keeps  everything  in  a  thrifty  and  creditable 
manner.  In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat 
of  the  strictest  type,  never  having  wavered  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  party.  He  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  still  adheres  to 
its  teachings. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bland  were  Philip  and 
Mary  (Hicksman)  Edinger,  natives  of  North  Car¬ 
olina  and  early  pioneers  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  and  stockdealer  who 
met  with  good  success  in  his  various  undertak¬ 
ings,  but  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree.  His  widow 
afterward  married  John  Barrett  and  moved  to  In¬ 
diana,  where  they  both  died  on  their  farm.  By 
her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Edinger  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Katie,  wife  of  Daniel  Collins,  a 
Kansas  farmer;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Rachel, 


widow  of  Samuel  Milligan  of  this  township; 
Mary  A.;  Mattie,  deceased;  Christ,  a  mail  agent 
of  this  township,  and  Jacob  and  Spencer,  who  are 
deceased. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bland  has 
been  blessed  with  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
two  of  whom,  Lucy  and  Lizzie,  have  been  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  better  land.  William  is  a  stone  ma¬ 
son  and  a  successful  business  man  of  Hannibal. 
John  H.,  Edward  J.,  and  Johannah  are  at  home; 
Alice  married  Marshall  Hoff,  a  well-known  farm¬ 
er  of  Saline  Township. 


SIMON  SCOTT.  Among  the  worthy  and 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty  is  this  gentleman,  whose  birth  occurred 
within  her  limits  and  who  has  taken  part  in  the 
development  and  progress  which  have  been  made 
therein  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  well-improved  and  highly  culti¬ 
vated  farm  in  Township  59,  Range  7,  which  in¬ 
cludes  one  hundred  and  twenty  broad  acres. 

Simon  Scott  was  born  in  this  township  April  i, 
1852,  to  James  and  Martha  (Johnson)  Scott,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Henry  County,  Ky.  They 
were  farmers  in  their  native  State,  living  there 
until  1845,  when  they  emigrated  to  this  State  and 
located  in  this  township,  on  Section  22,  which 
tract  had  been  given  James  by  his  honored  father 
and  included  eighty  acres.  There  he  made  his 
home  for  many  years  and  then  moved  to  the  es¬ 
tate  on  which  he  is  at  present  residing,  on  Section 
33,  this  township. 

To  James  and  Martha  Scott  were  born  a  family 
of  nine  children,  namely:  John,  Henrietta,  Emily, 
Priscilla,  James,  Annie,  Ella,  Simon  and  George 
R.  The  original  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  fair 
education  in  the  district  school  and  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  aiding  in  the  farm  work 
until  his  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Stovall,  which 
was  celebrated  March  i,  1876.  Mrs.  Scott  was 
born  August  20,  1851,  in  Scotland  County,  this 
State,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Eliza 
(Board)  Stovall,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Vir- 
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ginia,  whence  they  came  at  an  early  day  to  Mis¬ 
souri  and  are  now  engaged  in  farm  work  in  this 
county. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  lived  on  the 
Dunn  Farm  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  then 
moved  upon  a  tract  located  in  Fabius  Township, 
which  he  made  his  place  of  residence  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  four  years,  when  he  became  the  purchaser 
of  the  Darr  Farm,  this  township;  it  included 
eighty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  Two  years  later  he  disposed  of  it  at  a 
good  price  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  he  added  later 
twenty  acres  on  Section  21,  and  is  now  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  one  of  the  best-cultivated  and  produc¬ 
tive  tracts  in  the  township.  On  this  place  Mr. 
Scott  has  made  many  valuable  improvements  in 
the  way  of  buildings  and  machinery  and  being  a 
practical  tiller  of  the  soil  has  succeeded  in  almost 
every'  venture  in  which  he  has  engaged. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  been  born  four 
children:  Daisy  Love,  bom  July  14,  1878;  Jessie, 
bom  September  4,  1885;  Georgia,  born  June  5, 
1887;  Willie  James,  born  January  20,  1891.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Dem¬ 
ocratic  principles.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  in  excellent  standing  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  is  now  holding  the  office  of  Clerk. 


OB  MARTIN  BASKETT,  one  of  the  hon¬ 
ored  old  citizens  of  Marion  County,  is  a 
progressive  agriculturist  and  has  always 
followed  the  most  scientific  methods  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  farm,  which  is  located  on  Section 
3,  Miller  Township.  He  is  well  entitled  to  a  place 
in  this  volume,  for  he  is  a  representative  citizen 
and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

Job  and  Sarah  (Mitchell)  Baskett,  parents  of 
the  above,  were  natives  of  Fluvanna  County,  Va. 
They  were  married  in  Kentucky,  whither  they  had 
gone  with  their  parents  in  childhood.  The  father 
died  March  ii,  1833,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
November  6,  1879,  their  ages  at  the  time  being 
forty-nine  and  eighty-nine  respectively.  They' 


were  the  parents  of  eleven  children :  ]\Iildred  and 
Charles  died  in  Kentucky;  Lemuel  remained  in 
that  State,  while  the  others — Horatio  N.,  Mary 
Ann,  Elizabeth,  Caroline,  Sarah  L.,  Emeline,  Job 
i\L  and  James  Thomas — emigrated  to  Missouri. 

J.  M.  Baskett  was  born  near  Shelbyville,  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  October  6,  1829,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  having  fair  school  advantages.  In  1851 
he  came  to  this  county,  settling  on  a  farm  adjoin¬ 
ing  his  present  homestead.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
here  he  purchased  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  owner 
of  five  hundred  acres,  four  hundred  of  which  he 
cultivates,  while  the  remainder  he  rents  to  a  re¬ 
sponsible  tenant. 

August  16,  1855,  IMr.  Baskett  married  Frances 
J.,  daughter  of  Gabriel  and  Lucretia  (Sherfield) 
McRea.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
I\Irs.  Baskett,  namely:  Mildred  A.,  born  June  6, 
1856,  died  April  2,  1865;  Mary'  E.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1857,  married  Robert  Chandler  (February 
25,  1880)  and  had  four  children;  Charles  William, 
born  July  26,  1859,  is  unmarried  and  assists  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm;  Edwin  Mitchell,  born 
April  2,  1861,  died  November  8,  1873;  James 
Thomas,  born  August  18,  1863,  died  August  28, 
1880;  Sarah  E.,  born  August  ii,  1865,  was  mar¬ 
ried  (in  February,  1888)  to  John  Edward  Amick 
of  this  county  and  died  November  2,  1893,  leaving 
four  children;  Lemuel  L.,  born  July  9,  1868,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Elizabeth  McWilliams  (December  23, 
1891)  and  resides  four  miles  north  of  Palmyra; 
Luella  E.,  born  December  10,  1870,  is  living  with 
her  parents;  Job  A.,  bom  October  22,  1872,  is 
now  a  clerk  with  Bowles  &  Trainer,  Hannibal, 
Mo.;  Eugene  Clay,  bora  May  28,  1878,  is  now  at¬ 
tending  the  district  schools.  ]Mrs.  Mary  Chandler 
departed  this  life  March  28,  1880,  and  her  husband 
subsequently'  married  Miss  Mary  Williams.  He 
resides  at  Norman,  Okla.  Ter.,  and  has  with  him 
his  three  eldest  children;  Arthur,  Gertrude  and 
Robert;  Mary'  E.  resides  with  our  subject. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Baskett  was  born  in  IMarion 
County',  Mo.,  while  her  mother  was  a  native  of 
Adams  County,  Ill.,  and  she  is  their  only  child. 
She  was  left  an  orphan  when  she  was  a  mere  infant 
and  lived  with  her  grandfather  until  she  was  in 
her  tenth  year;  from  that  time  until  her  marriage 
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she  resided  in  the  home  of  her  uncle,  Steven  Mc- 
Rea.  Mrs.  Baskett  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  while  her  husband,  whose  grandfather 
was  a  prominent  Baptist  preacher  in  Fluvanna 
County,  Va.,  where  he  died,  inclines  toward  the 
Baptist  faith.  He  is  a  member  of  Palmyra  Lodge 
No.  1 8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  politically  is  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat.  He  has  wrought  out  his  success  by  perse¬ 
verance  and  strict  attention  to  business  in  every 
detail.  We  are  pleased  to  give  him  a  place  among 
the  honored  pioneers  of  Marion  County. 


CAPT.  JOHN  W.  MAHAFFEY.  This 
gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  substantial 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Pike  County, 
was  born  in  Campbell  County,  Ky.,  May  21,  1827. 
He  early  in  life  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  but 
later  abandoned  it  in  order  to  turn  his  attention 
to  a  more  profitable  vocation,  that  of  farming. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Black)  Mahaffey,  the  former  born  in 
Pennsylvania  about  1795.  He  in  turn  was  the 
son  of  Andrew  Mahaffey,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  came  to  America  when  a  young  man,  settling 
in  Virginia,  whence  he  afterward  emigrated  to  the 
Keystone  State.  After  his  marriage  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  Black  he  removed  to  Campbell  County,  Ky., 
where  he  entered  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and 
lived  until  his  death,  in  1836.  The  grandmother 
died  some  years  later,  aged  one  hundred  and 
twelve  years.  There  were  born  to  them  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  Moses,  William,  Stephen,  Andrew,  John, 
James  H.,  Samuel,  Mary  and  Barbara.  The  sons 
all  followed  the  lives  of  farmers,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  John,  who  was  a  stone-mason,  and 
Stephen,  a  traveling  man. 

The  father  of  our  subject  lived  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to 
learn  the  stone-mason’s  trade,  which  he  afterward 
followed.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
After  his  marriage  he  lived  with  his  wife  for  a  time 
in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  but  soon  removed  to 
Campbell  County,  Ky.,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he 


operated,  and  at  the  same  time  worked  at  his 
trade,  this  means  of  livelihood  bringing  him  ii; 
ready  cash.  His  time  on  Sundays  was  occupied 
in  the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  this  locality.  He,  together  with  his  wife  and 
son  Bascom,  died  in  1852  with  the  cholera.  Their 
children,  ten  in  number,  were:  Mary,  Andrew, 
Barbara,  Elizabeth,  John  W.,  Sarah,  Gabriel  B., 
Henry  B.,  Joseph  and  James  T.  Alary  married 
William  Ashinghusk  and  moved  to  Illinois,  where 
she  died;  Andrew  married  Margaret  Herndon  in 
Ohio,  and  with  her  also  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  Prairie  State,  where  his  death  occurred;  Bar¬ 
bara  became  the  wife  of  William  Tarvin  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  on  his  death  she  married  George 
Truesdale,  and  died  in  the  Blue  Grass  State; 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.'  Samuel  Askren,  moved  to  Illi¬ 
nois  after  her  marriage  and  died  in  1894;  Sarah, 
Airs.  Edward  Henderson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
death  of  her  companion  married  Cook  Porter, 
and  they  now  live  in  Abingdon,  Ill.;  Gabriel  B. 
was  married  in  this  county,  and  is  now  living  in 
Chicago,  engaged  in  carpenter  work;  Joseph 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  during  the  war  volunteered 
in  an  Illinois  regiment  which  was  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Gen.  Grant.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  and  while  being  conveyed  from 
the  field  was  a  second  time  injured.  Flis  wounds 
were  such  that  he  was  discharged,  and  returning 
home  lived  there  until  his  removal  to  Iowa.  James 
died  while  living  in  Texas. 

Our  subject,  after  learning  the  cooper’s  trade, 
worked  at  it  for  about  ten  years.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1849  to  Aliss  Sophia  Kercheval,  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  after  which  he  removed  to  California,  Ky., 
where  he  had  a  cooper  shop  for  five  years.  His 
wife  died  about  that  time,  and  the  Civil  War 
breaking  out,  he  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  as  a 
member  of  the  Twenty-Third  Kentucky  Infantry 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
Gen.  “Pap”  Thomas.  He  participated  in  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Tullahoma, 
Alission  Ridge,  Knoxville,  Resaca,  Cassville, 
New  Hope  Church,  Lost  Alountain,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Smithville,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  At¬ 
lanta,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  After  these  con¬ 
flicts  he,  with  his  regiment,  was  ordered  to  New 
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Orleans,  whence  they  went  to  Texas,  and  on  their 
return  to  Louisville  were  discharged,  as  the  war 
was  at  an  end. 

]\Ir.  jNIahaffey  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Lizzie  McLaughlin,  also  born  in  Kentucky.  After 
their  union  they  removed  to  Iowa,  where  they 
made  their  home  for  a  year,  and  then  came  to 
Pike  County,  this  State,  where  Mrs.  Mahaffey 
died.  Our  subject  then  married  Mrs.  N.  J.  Vena¬ 
ble  and,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Hartford  Township, 
is  there  residing  at  the  present  time.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Aliddletown,  jMo., 
and  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic 
order.  In  religious  affairs  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  Republi¬ 
can  in  politics,  and  has  been  President  of  that 
party’s  club  at  New  Hartford. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Mahaffey  is  the  daughter  of  W.  O. 
Blackmore,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  March 
19,  1811.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  there  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  was 
married  to  Laura  A.  C.  Beardsley,  a  native  of  that 
State.  They  continued  to  reside  there  for  one 
year,  when  they  came  to  Lincoln  County,  this 
State,  where  Mr.  Blackmore  w'orked  at  his  trade 
until  1838.  That  year  he  moved  to  Bowling 
Green,  and  after  two  years  we  find  him  engaged 
in  farming  near  Middletown.  In  1847  he  moved 
to  Louisiana,  Mo.,  and  soon  after  was  elected 
Constable  and  Collector.  He  died  there  July  14, 
1863.  His  seven  children  were  Nancy  J.,  George, 
William,  Zith,  Anna,  Mary  and  Jeremiah  E. 


Rev.  peter  L.  BRANSTETTER,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  Pike  County,  jMo., 
Eebruary  ii,  1825,  and  died  April  16, 
1890.  He  was  the  son  of  Erederick  and  Susan 
Branstetter,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  March 
16,  1795,  in  Sullivan  County,  Tenn.  His  father, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  bore  the 
name  of  Peter  L.,  and  was  of  German  descent. 
Frederick  served  one  year  in  the  war  of  1812  un¬ 
der  General  Jackson. 


The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Illinois 
when  quite  young  and  in*  1820  located  in  Pike 
County,  this  State,  where  he  purchased  the  claim 
belonging  to  James  Thair,  situated  in  Cuivre 
Township.  There  he  made  his  home  for  two  years 
when  he  removed  to  Bourbon  County,  Ky., 
where  his  marriage  with  Smsan  Branstetter  took 
place.  The  young  couple  then  returned  to  their 
home  in  this  county,  in  which  locality  they  re¬ 
sided  until  their  decease.  Their  household  num¬ 
bered  nine  children,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  now 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Chamberlain, 
and  on  his  death  married  Robert  Willis,  who 
now  resides  in  Adair  County,  Mo.;  Peter  L.,  is 
our  subject;  Grundy  A.,  is  farming  in  Audrain 
County,  this  State;  Simon  M.,  is  farming  in  Ar¬ 
kansas;  Fred  S.,  and  Thomas  B.,  are  deceased; 
Benjamin  F.,  makes  his  home  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  J.  Cynthia  is  the  wife  of  "Samuel  Atckison, 
a  farmer  of  Pike  County;  Louisa  became  iMrs. 
A.  P.  Morris,  an  agriculturist  of  this  section. 

On  the  death  of  his  companion  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  V annoy. 
The  three  children  born  of  their  union  were  Cor¬ 
delia  A.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  McDonald, 
and  resides  at  Vandalia,  which  place  is  also  the 
home  of  Sarah  F.,  the  wife,  of  George  Bell; 
Nathan,  the  only  son,  is  deceased.  The  husband 
and  father  died  April  10,  1873,  and  his  widow 
only  survived  him  until  September  of  that  year, 
when  she  too  passed  away.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Church. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married 
April  22,  1868,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Elmore.  She  was  born  in  Lincoln 
County,  this  State,  October  5,  1840,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Eliza  (Roper)  El¬ 
more.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  born  September  18,  1809,  and  died  February 
22,  1890.  He  was  the  son  of  Anderson  and  iSIary 
(Farley)  Elmore,  also  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
where  their  entire  lives  were  spent  engaged  in 
farm  pursuits.  •  They  were  people  of  prominence 
in  that  section  and  had  their  large  property  cul¬ 
tivated  by  slave  labor.  Grandfather  Elmore  was 
married  a  second  time,  the  lady  on  this  occasion 
being  Miss  Oliver. 
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John  A.  Elmore,  father  of  Mrs.  Branstetter, 
emigrated  to  St.  Charles  County,  Mo.,  in  1838, 
and  there  lived  for  two  years  when  he  changed 
his  location  to  Lincoln  County,  where  he  owned 
a  good  property  and  lived  in  comfort  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  was  born  August  10, 
1814,  and  died  March  12,  1862.  Her  parents 
were  Henry  H.  and  Rachel  (Farley)  Roper,  born 
in  the  above  State  where  they  always  lived.  Like 
the  parents  of  Mr.  Branstetter  they  were  agricul¬ 
turists  and  the  owners  of  many  slaves.  Henry  H. 
Roper  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Mary  Elmore,  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Branstetter’s 
father.  There  was  one  child  born  to  them,  Caro¬ 
line,  now  the  widow  of  Henry  Thacker,  and  she 
is  at  present  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  North 
Carolina  where  she  was  born. 

John  A.  and  Anna  Eliza  Elmore  were  married 
in  their  native  State  and  to  them  was  born  a  large 
family,  comprising  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
William  H.  and  John  C.,  are  deceased;  Thomas 
L.,  is  farming  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lincoln 
County,  this  State;  James  A.,  is  engaged  in  the 
same  vocation  in  Texas;  Sarah  F.,  now  Mr.s. 
Branstetter;  Joseph  E.  and  Pleasant  Y.,  are  de¬ 
ceased;  Ann  E.,  married  William  M.  Martz,  a 
farmer  of  Bates  County,  Mo.;  Charles  E.  and 
Martha  are  deceased;  Hezekiah  is  farming  in 
Lincoln  County  and  Alexander  M.,  is  living  a 
bachelor’s  life  on  a  farm  in  Bates  County,  Mo. 
On  the  death  of  his  companion  John  A.  Elmore 
married  Amelia  Thomas,  who  was  a  native  of 
Lincoln  County  and  the  four  children  granted 
them  are  Lee,  a  farmer  of  Bates  County;  Joseph, 
who  makes  his  home  in  St.  Charles  County,  this 
State;  Dean  and  Sidney,  also  residents  of  Bates 
County. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  given  four 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  we  make  the 
following  mention:  Ida  A.,  resides  with  her 
mother;  Jeanette  W.,  is  deceased;  Frank  T.,  is 
farming  in  this  township;  Leona  F.,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Waugh,  engaged  in  cultivating  a  tract 
of  land  in  Cuivre  Township,  this  county;  Ann 
Eliza  resides  at  home  and  is  the  twin  of  Enoch 
H.,  who  is  deceased;  Peoria  L.,  and  Louis  P. ;  the 


next  in  order  of  birth  died  unnamed  and  Nancy 
C.,  the  youngest,  is  living  at  home. 

Peter  L.  Branstetter  was  first  married  to  Mis¬ 
souri  A.  Henderson,  a  native  of  this  county,  who 
was  born  July  12,  1826,  and  died  August  28, 
1867.  By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  became 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  namely:  Susan  P.,  the 
wife  of  Marion  Hamlet,  a  farmer  who  resides  in 
this  State;  Frederick  D.,  engaged  in  the  same 
vocation  in  California;  Sarah  E.  and  Maude  A., 
deceased;  Charity  L.,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Hender¬ 
son;  William  P.,  deceased;  Martha  J.,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  McMahon  of  California;  Sterling  P., 
also  a  resident  of  the  Golden  Stale;  Mary  L.,  who 
married  Theodore  McCann,  lives  in  Audrain 
County,  and  Lonigon,  who  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  located  on  the  homestead  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  his  widow,  in  1852.  He  passed  his 
youth  on  his  father’s  farm  and  after  coming  to 
Pike  County,  in  1843,  here  made  his  home,  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  mining  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  whither  he  went  in  1850.  On  the  return 
trip  he  was  four  months  and  four  days  en  route, 
the  journey  being  made  very  tedious  by  the  slow 
motion  of  the  mule  which  he  was  riding.  Mr. 
Branstetter  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in  1844  and 
in  i860  was  granted  a  license  to  preach.  He  left 
at  his  death  an  estate  of  six  hundred  acres,  which 
is  to  be  divided  among  his  children  when  they  at¬ 
tain  mature  years.  Mrs.  Branstetter  has  the  en¬ 
tire  charge  of  the  property  and  in  looking  after 
affairs  manifests  great  business  ability.  She  is 
a  very  pleasant  and  intelligent  lady  and  occupies 
a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  know  her. 


George  a.  SALLING,  druggist,  of  New 
London,  was  born  June  16,  1862,  at 
Perry,  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  is  the  son 
of  Peter  A.  and  Georgia  Ann  (Tomlinson)  Sai¬ 
ling.  The  father  is  a  native  of  Virginia  and  was 
a  son  of  John  A.  Sailing,  also  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  John  A.  Sailing 
moved  from  Virginia  to  Missouri  in  1820,  settling 
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in  the  western  part  of  Ralls  County  where  he  en¬ 
tered  a  farm  in  Salt  River  Township,  and  culti¬ 
vated  the  same  until  he  was  eighty  years  of  age. 
He  then  lived  with  his  son  until  his  death  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Hickman  and  they  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
seven  grew  to  maturity:  Margaret,  Peter  A.,  Re¬ 
becca  V.,  John  A.,  Aurelia  A.,  Susan  A.,  and 
Samuel  I.  Of  these,  John  A.,  Susan  and  Samuel 
I.  are  living;  John  A.,  at  Perry,  Mo.;  Susan,  now 
Mrs.  Samuel  I.  Philips,  in  Forsyth  County,  Mo.; 
and  Samuel  I.  in  South  Dakota. 

Peter  A.  Sailing,  the  father  of  our  subject,  grew 
to  manhood  near  Perry,  receiving  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  common  school.  Pie  studied  for 
a  physician,  was  graduated  and  opened  an  oft'ice 
for  practice  in  the  old  neighborhood  for  a  time, 
then  gave  it  up  and  engaged  in  farming.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  religiously,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  in  1875. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  Tomlinson, 
also  natives  of  Kentucky.  She  died  June  23,  1862, 
a  few  days  after  giving  birth  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  an  only  child.  A  devout  Chris¬ 
tian  woman,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  she  died  in  the  faith  in  which  she  had 
lived. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life 
on  the  old  farm  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died,  and  he  w'cnt  to  live  with  his 
grandfather,  Tomlinson,  in  Mexico,  Mo.  He 
was  there  attentively  cared  for  and  attended  the 
high  school.  He  returned  to  Perry  and  Went  to 
the  high  school  one  season  there,  then  again  re¬ 
turned  to  his  grandfather’s,  where  he  continued 
his  studies.  Eater,  he  came  back  to  his  old  home 
in  Perry,  and  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  work. 
He  remained  there,  how'ever,  but  a  short  time, 
going  thence  to  Hannibal,  where  he  clerked  in  a 
general  merchandise  store.  In  April,  1888,  he 
moved  to  New  Eondon  and  purchased  a  drug¬ 
store  of  Dr.  S.  Maddox,  where,  in  partnership 
with  William  Winn,  he  opened  a  full  line  of 
drugs,  and  conducted  a  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Winn  &  Sailing.  This  partnership  con¬ 
tinued  until  December  31,  1888,  wdien  Mr.  Sai¬ 


ling  purchased  his  partner’s  interest  and  has  since 
conducted  the  business  under  his  own  name.  He 
carries  a  full  line  of  drugs,  drug  sundries,  paints, 
oils,  wall  paper,  etc.,  and  has  built  up  a  large  and 
prosperous  trade. 

i\Ir.  Sailing  and  Maria  L.  Dodd  were  united 
in  marriage  September  9,  1891.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Levi  B.  and  Pauline  A.  (Gregory)  Dodd, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  \"irginia  and  are 
living  in  New  London.  Mrs.  Sailing  is  a  native 
of  Ralls  County.  They  are  blessed  with  two 
children,  Rebecca  A.,  born  February  27,  1893, 
and  George  A.,  Jr.,  born  January  27,  1895.  ]\Irs. 
Sailing  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  Mr.  Sailing  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  the  K.  of  P.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  He  is  a  stock-holder  and  director  in  the 
Ralls  County  Bank,  and  is  the  owner  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-three  acres  of  land  in  Savertcn 
Township.  Thus  briefly  is  given  the  family  his¬ 
tory  and  biography  of  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  New  London.  Mr.  Sailing  is  a  man  of 
fine  appearance,  pleasing  address,  a  whole- 
souled,  all-round  good  citizen,  a  credit  to  his  an¬ 
cestry  and  to  the  city  of  his  adoption. 


Alexander  burkholder,  whose 

sketch  now  claims  attention,  is  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  Pike  County, 
and  a  gentleman  highly  esteemed  alike  for  his 
good  business  qualifications  and  his  upright 
character.  He  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Presbyteran  Church,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  for  over  half  a  century. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Powel  Valley,  Tenn., 
in  May,  1828.  He  spent  his  early  life  in  Knox¬ 
ville,  that  State,  on  a  farm  belonging  to  his  father 
and  when  reaching  mature  years  was  engaged 
in  teaming,  from  1844  to  1847.  The  following 
year,  however,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
mail  carrier,  his  route  lying  between  Lynchburg 
and  White  Sulphur. 

October  22,  1849,  the  original  of  this  sketch  was 
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married  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Richardson 
and  Lucinda  (DeWitt)  Penn.  The  ceremony, 
which  occurred  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  was  performed 
on  the  bridge  near  that  city  on  which  over  eight 
hundred  couples  had  been  married.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Burkholder  was  engaged  in  his 
old  occupation  as  a  teamster  until  1856,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  Bowling  Green,  this  State,  and 
after  being  variously  employed,  purchased  the 
old  homestead  in  1870. 

In  August,  1861,  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  Mr.  Burkholder  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  of  a  cavalry  regiment  and  participated  in  many 
battles,  besides  numerous  skirmishes  and  minor 
engagements.  His  regiment  did  guard  service 
mostly,  being  detailed  to  duty  on  the  border  line, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  Confederates  from  raid¬ 
ing  the  country.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge  and,  returning  to  his 
home  in  this  county,  took  up  the  peaceful  pur¬ 
suits  of  farm  life  at  which  he  has  worked  ever 
since.  His  estate  embraces  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  and  is  known  in  this  locality  as 
the  Charlie  Mount  Farm. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burkholder 
are  as  follows:  Robert,  born  July  18,  1850;  Sarah 
Jane,  October  7,  1851;  Lucinda  P.,  May  8,  1853; 
John  M.,  July  22,  1854;  Elizabeth,  October  16, 
1855;  Fannie  A.,  January  21,  1857;  Richardson 
P.,  September  22,  1859;  Margaret  A.,  March  15, 
1861;  William,  May  24,  1862;  Eliza  N.,  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1863,;  Samuel  Ellar,  September  30,  1865; 
Ida  Bell,  January  12,  1868;  Charles  E.,  October 
19,  1870.  Robert,  the  eldest  son,  married  Sarah 
A.  Nunn  and  they  have  one  child,  Zuma.  Sarah 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Henderson  and  their 
six  children  are  Robert  E.,  Samuel,  Elizabeth, 
Betty,  Ethel  and  Alma.  Lucinda  married  Robert 
McDaniel,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Texas  and 
their  family  include  the  following  named; 
Charles,  Catherine,  Medora,  James,  Myrtie, 
Ernest  and  Virgil.  John  M.,  married  Susan  Hen¬ 
derson  and  to  them  were  born  five  children — Har¬ 
riet  E.,  Stephen  A.,  Mary,  Harry  M.  and  Herbert 
E.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Aaron  McPike 
Burks  and  died  in  1881.  Richardson  P.,  married 
Betty  A.  Lindsay.  Margaret  A.  became  the  wife 


of  Joseph  H.  Lindsay,  living  in  Bowling  Green. 
William  took  to  wife  Julia  Nance  of  Bolivar, 
Tex.,  where  her  husband  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  training  horses;  Elizabeth  N.,  married 
William  Burks,  and  their  children  are  Robert  C., 
Herbert  and  Opal.  Samuel  Ellar  married  Erank 
Biddel  and  their  family  comprise  a  son  and 
daughter — Lois  and  Lloyd.  Ida  Bell  is  now  Mrs. 
Clarence  Smith  and  has  a  son,  Raymond.  George 
T.  Lease,  who  was  born  in  September,  1884,  has 
lived  with  our  subject  since  a  boy  of  six  years. 
He  is  a  bright  and  intelligent  lad  and  is  being 
given  good  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  edu¬ 
cation. 

To-day  our  subject  ranks  among  the  progres¬ 
sive  and  wide-awake  agriculturists  of  Cuivre 
Township  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  proving  the  truth  of  the  old  assertion  that 
“industry  will  win  in  the  race  for  fortune  and  po¬ 
sition.” 


JUDGE  MARK  T.  BROWN.  It  gives  the 
biographer  pleasure  to  here  present  the  life 
history  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  resi¬ 
dents  of  Pike  County,  and  one  who  has  done 
much  toward  its  upbuilding.  In  him  we  find  an 
example  of  industry,  sobriety  and  consistent  hon¬ 
esty  of  purpose  in  life,  which  has  had  its  influence 
upon  the  well-being  of  the  community.  He  has 
been  very  prominent  in  public  life,  and  for  two 
terms  was  called  upon  to  fill  the  office  of  County 
Judge,  and  declined  to  take  the  office  the  third 
term.  He  is  now  living  in  Hartford  Township, 
in  a  comfortable  residence  which  he  erected  in 
1885. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  the  above  township, 
February  18,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  E.  (Fielder)  Brown,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  about 
the  year  1785.  Grandfather  Brown  emigrated 
hither  from  England  in  an  early  day,  and  there¬ 
after  made  his  home  in  the  Old  Dominion.  John 
Brown  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  was 
there  married,  March  14,  1810.  He  soon  after 
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located  on  a  farm,  on  wliich  lie  had  made  a  pay¬ 
ment  of  eight  luindred  dollars,  but  in  1829  sold  it 
and  removed  to  this  State,  where  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  entered  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  from  the  Government,  a  portion  of 
which  is  now  occupied  by  the  town  of  Hartford. 
Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  November  6,  1858. 
He  was  a  thorough  Christian  gentleman,  inter¬ 
ested  in  all  good  works  and  in  politics  voted  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  had  studied  medicine 
to  some  extent,  and  there  being  no  physician  in 
the  neighborhood  of  his  home  he  was  often  called 
upon  to  administer  medicine  in  cases  of  sickness. 
He  was  Postmaster  of  his  section,  and  also  keeper 
of  an  inn. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  C.  Fielder.  Her  mother  was  a  relative 
of  Gen.  John  Tyler.  Samuel  Fielder  was  born 
in  1758,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  War  served 
as  a  soldier  in  that  conflict.  On  leaving  his  na¬ 
tive  State  he  went  to  North  Carolina,  later  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  finally  to  Tennessee,  where  he  died  in 
1856,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  October  17,  1867.  Our 
subject’s  father  and  mother  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  viz.:  Benjamin  F.,  William  J., 
Frances  Ann,  Elizabeth  F.,  John,  Samuel  F., 
Keturah  J.,  Sarah  ^largaret,  ]\Iark  T.,  and  iMar- 
tha  Ann. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  above  family  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  this  township  to  Harly  Ann  Kilby,  July 
28,  1826,  whence  he  later  moved  to  Lincoln 
County,  where  he  lived  for  about  five  years,  then 
took  up  his  abode  in  Stoddard  County,  this  State ; 
William  J.  came  to  Missouri  with  his  father,  and 
was  afterward  married  to  Mary  A.  Gunn.  He 
settled  in  this  township,  where  he  died  about 
1842.  Frances  A.  married  Alfred  Oden,  a  farmer 
of  Ashley  Township;  she  departed  this  life  In 
1852.  Elizabeth’s  first  husband  was  Samuel  C. 
Savage,  who  was  a  merchant  and  school  teacher ; 
after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  John 
Tully,  also  a  merchant  at  IMiddletown,  where  she 
died  September  25,  1893.  John  married  IMartha 
Gunn,  and  for  about  six  years  thereafter  made 
his  home  west  of  Hartford,  in  Hartford  Town¬ 
ship,  Pike  County;  he  afterward  removed  to  Du¬ 


buque,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  lead 
mining;  on  the  death  of  his  wife  he  married  Mary 
A.  Hayden  and  returning  to  this  State  purchased 
a  farm  in  Lincoln  County,  upon  which  he  was 
living  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  in  1867.  Samuel 
F.  learned  the  plasterer’s  trade  when  young;  lie 
went  to  Iowa  with  his  brother  John,  and  return¬ 
ing  later  on  to  this  locality  married  Martha  J. 
Leach,  and  made  his  home  on  a  tract  of  land  one 
mile  northwest  of  Hartford,  where  he  died  in 
1887.  Keturah  J.,  the  widow  of  William  Butler, 
located  with  her  husband  in  North  Carolina;  he 
volunteered  during  the  late  war  in  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  service,  and  on  the  establishment  of  peace  be¬ 
gan  raising  tobacco,  which  industry  he  followed 
until  his  death  in  1889.  Margaret  married  Rich¬ 
ard  Savage  when  fifteen  years  old,  and  they  set¬ 
tled  in  IMontgomery  County,  this  State,  where 
she  died  two  years  later.  IMartha  was  married  to 
Adrgil  C.  Davis,  a  farmer  of  the  above  county, 
where  she  passed  away  five  years  after  her  mar¬ 
riage. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  started  across  the  plains  for 
California,  and  after  three  months  of  suffering 
and  hardship  arrived  in  the  Golden  State.  In 
company  with  Eleazer  Laird  he  purchased  a  claim 
and  for  five  years  they  farmed  together.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  part¬ 
ner  and  returned  to  jMissouri.  His  venture,  how¬ 
ever,  was  a  successful  one,  as  he  landed  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  with  but  fifty  cents,  and  on  his  return  home 
was  the  possessor  of  $3,500,  made  in  farming. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  1859  to  IMary  J. 
IMoore,  and  the  young  couple  at  once  located  on 
a  tract  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  lie 
purchased,  going  in  debt  therefor  three  thousand 
dollars.  Later,  the  war  breaking  out,  he  volun¬ 
teered  his  services  and  in  May,  1861,  started  with 
his  company  to  join  Gen.  Price  on  the  Missouri 
River,  but  finding  that  this  General  had  gone 
south,  they  were  ordered  to  return,  and  remained 
there  for  the  winter.  With  the  spring  they  again 
started  to  join  Price,  but  meeting  the  enemy  in 
Callaway  County,  IMo.,  they  were  routed  and 
again  returned  home.  In  the  spring  of  1862  IMr. 
Brown  went  to  New  Florence,  where  he  took  the 
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oath  of  allegiance,  and  giving  a  bond  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  never  again  to  engage  in  war 
against  the  Government. 

Our  subject  worked  his  farm  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  he  sold  two  hundred  acres  of  the 
tract.  In  1866  he  parted  with  thirty-nine  acres 
more,  selling  to  Hays  &  Hayden,  who  erected  a 
saw  and  grist  mill  on  the  tract.  Finding  that  it 
would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  lay  out  the  town, 
our  subject,  in  company  with  M.  E.  Motley  and 
Judge  A.  T-  Davis,  divided  a  portion  of  his  farm 
into  town  lots  and  “boomed”  the  place.  This 
thriving  little  village  now  contains  two  general 
stores,  one  drug  store,  a  blacksmith  shop,  and 
about  fifty  inhabitants.  In  1885  Mr.  Brown  sold 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land  to  James 
Butler,  retaining  for  his  own  use  about  eighty 
acres. 

In  i8gi  Mr.  Brown  was  brought  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  County  Judge,  and 
was  elected  by  the  largest  majorit)'’  ever  awarded 
any  man  in  the  Western  district.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term  he  was  retained  in  office,  and 
would  still  be  the  incumbent  had  he  not  refused 
to  further  serve  in  that  capacity. 

Mrs.  Brown  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Respino  and 
Elizabeth  (Nelson)  Moore,  and  the  grand-daugh¬ 
ter  of  Quinton  and  Mary  J.  (Fletcher)  Moore. 
The  Fletchers  were  originally  from  Scotland, 
while  the  Nelsons  came  from  Ireland  and  the 
Moores  from  England.  Grandfather  Quinton 
Moore  ran  away  from  home  when  a  lad  of  thir¬ 
teen  years  and  came  to  America  with  friends, 
settling  in  Kentucky,  where  he  afterward  married. 
He  came  to  Missouri  in  1818  and  farmed  in  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  where  he  died.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Brown  was  reared  on  this  tract,  and  when  ready 
to  begin  his  medical  studies  read  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Emerson,  of  Bowling  Green.  Later  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Lexington  Medical  College,  at  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky.,  and  after  obtaining  a  diploma  began 
practice  at  New  Hope,  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  in 
about  1839.  He  died  December  i,  1878.  His 
family  included  Mary  J.,  Thomas  Q.,  Narcissa  B  , 
America  C.,  Helen,  Elizabeth,  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy. 

The  nine  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 


wifeare:  John  R.,  born  August  13,  i860;  Francis 
A.,  November  30,  1862;  Mark,  August  24,  1864; 
Eleazer,  May  6,  1866;  Thomas  Q.,  July  13,  1868; 
Samuel,  March  24,  1871;  Mary  E.,  October  4, 
1875;  Ira  O.,  June  16,  1878;  and  Clarence  W., 
May  13,  1881.  -John  R.  married  Frances  L.  Wil¬ 
son,  and  they  reside  in  Knox  County,  Mo.;  he  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Hurdland. 
Frances  A.,  widow  of  William  H.  Martin,  resides 
with  our  subject;  her  husband  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  and  was  killed  by  a  horse  falling  on  him. 
Eleazer  is  still  single  and  resides  at  home.  Thomas 
Q.,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  married  Mary  Daw¬ 
son,  and  they  reside  in  Pike  County.  Clarence 
W.,  the  youngest,  is  still  at  home.  John  R.  has 
three  children :  Robert  O.,  Quinton,  and  Charity. 
Frances  has  a  daughter,  Dollie  May,  and  Thomas 
Q.  has  one  son.  Opal  V. 


Hon.  HARRISON  G.  MACKEY,  one  of 
the  old  and  prominent  citizens  of  Pike 
County,  now  residing  in  Bowling  Green, 
was  born  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  near  Clarks¬ 
ville,  November  17,  1833.  His  father  was 

Thomas  J.  Mackey,  born  in  North  Carolina,  July 
26,  1809.  He  in  turn  was  the  son  of  Thomas,  Sr., 
also  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  of  Irish  an¬ 
cestry.  The  latter  was  born  in  1774,  and  came  to 
Missouri  in  1814  from  Tennessee,  where  he  had 
made  his  home  for  about  ten  years.  He  located 
in  what  is  now  St.  Charles  County,  farming  there 
for  about  two  years,  when  he  moved  to  what  is 
now  Pike  County  and  Calumet  Township.  He 
had  made  a  claim  of  a  quarter  section  of  land,  but 
being  prospered  in  his  farming  interests  he  added 
to  this  acreage  until  he  became  the  possessor  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Thomas,  Sr., 
was  a  very  public-spirited  man,  helping  forward 
all  movements  calculated  to  aid  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  community,  and  among  the  enter¬ 
prises  in  which  he  was  interested  was  the  first  grist 
mill  in  the  section.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  consequently  was  a  strong 
Democrat  in  polities,  He  was  a  leader  in  the 
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Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  in  his  locality, 
in  the  faith  of  which  he  died  in  November,  1858, 
at  the  home  of  his  son-in-law  in  Marion  County. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  first  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  jMiss  ^Masters,  and  to  them  were  born 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Thomas  J.  was  the 
eldest  son  and  sixth  child.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm  and  educated  in  the  old-time  log  school- 
house.  When  of  sufficient  age  he  received  from 
his  father  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
upon  which  he  began  agricultural  pursuits  for 
himself.  This  farm  was  situated  about  three  miles 
from  the  old  homestead,  and  there  he  spent  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life,  dying  when  sixty- 
eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a  very  successful 
business  man  and  acquired  a  valuable  estate, 
leaving  to  each  of  his  sons  a  good  farm.  He,  too, 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  connected  by 
membership  with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  At  the  time  his  father  located  in  this 
section  the  houses  of  the  early  settlers  were  from 
five  to  ten  miles  apart.  Their  nearest  neighbors 
were  Indians,  who  often  camped  in  the  vicinity, 
but  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing  that  they  gave 
trouble. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  w’as  ; 
Sally  Griffith,  a  native  of  Bourbon  County,  K}  .  I 
Her  parents  w^ere  Abel  and  Hester  Griffith,  also  ! 
born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  of  Irish  an¬ 
cestry.  They  came  to  IMissouri  in  an  early  day 
and  settled  near  the  Mackeys.  Mrs.  Mackey  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1868,  leaving  a  family  of  five 
children.  They  w'ere:  John  T.,  now^  living  near  j 
Louisiana,  this  State,  engaged  in  farming;  Harri-  i 
son  G.,  of  this  sketch;  Francis  ]\I.,  the  owner  of  a  ' 
splendid  farm  near  Clarksville;  William  W.,  also 
an  agriculturist,  located  near  the  above  city,  and 
Samuel  F.,  a  farmer,  who  departed  this  life  about 
five  years  ago. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  brought  up  on 
the  home  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
log  schoolhouse.  Prior  to  reaching  his  majority 
he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  on  land  | 
given  him  by  his  father,  adjoining  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  This  property  was  formerly  owned  by  his 
uncle,  who  was  foully  murdered  by  one  of  his 


slaves.  The  negro  was  found,  convicted  and 
hung.  Harrison  G.  only  lived  on  this  place  for 
one  year  when  he  exchanged  it  for  land  in  Guivre 
Township.  He  made  this  estate  his  home  until 
1880,  having  at  that  time  two  hundred  and  five 
broad  acres,  a  part  of  wdiich  he  has  since  given  to 
his  children.  Although  he  raised  grain  in  large 
quantities,  he  gave  most  of  his  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  having  on  his  place  some  very  fine  ani¬ 
mals. 

In  1878  Harrison  G.  iMackey  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  two  years  later,  became  his  own  successor. 
While  there  he  served  on  various  important  com¬ 
mittees,  among  them  being  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements,  Constitutional  Amend¬ 
ments  and  Claims.  He  was  a  very  active  and  zeal¬ 
ous  member  of  that  body,  and  while  there  gave  his 
attention  largely  to  internal  improvements  and 
such  matters  as  w^ere  of  interest  to  his  constitu¬ 
ents. 

In  1880  Mr.  Mackey  moved  to  Bowding  Green, 
wdiere  he  has  since  resided,  leading  a  somewdiat 
retired  life.  He,  however,  finds  his  time  very 
much  occupied  looking  after  his  real  estate  in¬ 
terests  in  both  the  towm  and  country.  He  is  the 
owner  of  several  houses  in  Bowling  Green,  and 
is  greatly  honored  and  respected  by  the  residents 
of  that  city.  IMr.  IMackey  was  married  November 
12,  1856,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Judge  James 
and  Gatherine  (Hume)  jMartin,  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  early  settlers  in  Pike  County.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  children;  James  T.,  who 
died  in  1879;  Jefferson  O.,  living  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead;  Homer  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  and  Cora  E.,  now  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Steding,  who  is  living  in  Bowding  Green. 

Both  IMr.  and  IMrs.  jMackey  are  members  of 
the  Gumberland  Presbyterian  Ghurch,  in  wdiich 
the  former  has  Seen  an  Elder  for  tw'enty-five 
years.  In  politics  he  identifies  himself  with  the 
Democrats,  on  wdiich  ticket  he  has  been  elected 
to  the  City  Council.  He  has  a  fine  residence  in 
Bowling  Green,  and  is  there  spending  his  declin¬ 
ing  years  surrounded  by  his  happy  family  and 
many  warm  friends. 


JAMES  R.  DUDLEY. 
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JAMES  R.  DUDLEY. 


JAMES  R.  DUDLEY  is  a  retired  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  whose  home  is  in  Palmyra. 
He  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres 
of  very  desirable  land,  from  which  he  derives  a 
good  income.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  came  to 
pass  his  declining  years  in  his  handsome  brick 
residence,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  part  of  the  city.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Marion  County,  having  come  here  as  early 
as  1829  from  Kentucky,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  years  spent  in  California  and  in  the 
Mexican  War,  has  continued  to  dwell  within 
its  boundaries  up  to  the  present  time.  He  has 
been  a  witness  of  the  development  of  this  region 
and  has  contributed  his  share  toward  its  pros¬ 
perity. 

Robert  G.,  father  of  J.  R.  Dudley,  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  January  3,  1794,  and  died  December 
26,  1831.  His  parents  were  Col.  William  and 
Lucy  (Smith)  Dudley,  who  lived  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State.  The  former  won  his  title  while  in 
command  of  a  Kentucky  regiment  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  was  killed  during  that  conflict  at  River 
Rasen.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Robert  G.,  Nelson,  Jeptha,  Albert, 
Letitia,  Polly  and  Eliza.  Letitia  first  married  a 
Mr.  Parish  and  subseciuently  a  Mr.  Hunt.  Polly 
became  the  wife  of  a  IMr.  Smith  and  Eliza  married 
Benjamin  Dudley;  Alarch  26,  1822,  R.  G.  Dud¬ 
ley  married  Sarah  Waller  Rogers,  who  was  born 
January  14,  1800,  in  Kentucky  and  died  in 
Marion  County,  Mo.,  March  4,  1851.  Her 
parents  were  early  pioneers  in  Kentucky.  Tlieir 
family  comprised  four  children,  namely:  Sarah 
W.,  Willis,  Clifton  and  Mary.  James  R.  Dudley 
of  this  sketch,  is  one  of  four  children.  William, 
the  only  brother,  was  born  March  i,  1823,  died 
May  29,  1894.  His  sister,  Ann  R.,  was  born 
February  8,  1827,  and  first  married  H.  C. 


Broaddus,  an  attorney,  December  17,  1846.  He 
was  born  June  13,  1825,  in  Bedford  County,  Va., 
and  died  in  St.  Louis  of  the  cholera,  August  9, 
1850.  His  widow  afterwards,  on  May  10,  1859, 
married  Judge  'VVAlliam  P.  G.  Claybrook,  who 
was  Judge  of  the  Marion  County  Court.  He 
died  June  7,  1888,  and  Mrs.  Claybrook  departed 
this  life  June  8,  1884.  Sarah  B.,*  another  sister, 
born  January  4,  1831,  married  Dr.  Andrew  F. 
Jeter,  December  20,  1849.  He  was  born  in  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  Va.,  July  25,  1824,  and  died  Feb- 
!  ruary  3,  1862.  Afterwards  Mrs.  Jeter  married 
j  W.  S.  Hirons  January  21,  1876. 

James  R.  Dudley  is  a  native  of  Fayette  County, 
j  Ky.,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  Christmas  Day, 
1824.  The  first  five  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
Fayette  County  and  from  1829  until  1849  1''^  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  cultivation  of  his  father’s  farm  in 
Marion  County,  Mo.,  obtaining  a  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  of  agriculture. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Palmyra  he  obtained 
a  good  education  and  in  1844  went  to  the  Alasonic 
College  at  Philadelphia,  AIo.,  where  he  pursued 
his  studies  for  a  year.  The  following  year  he_  at¬ 
tended  the  State  University  at  Columbia  in  Boone 
County.  While  home  on  a  visit  in  1846  he  volun¬ 
teered  his  services  under  Capt.  D.  Willock  who 
was  organizing  a  company  for  the  Mexican  War. 
Though  Mr.  Dudley  enlisted  but  for  a  year  he 
finally  remained  at  the  post  of  duty  for  fifteen 
months. 

In  the  spring  of  1849  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  engaged  in  gold  mining  for  two  years. 
His  mining  speculations  were  quite  satisfactory 
and  on  his  return  home  he  was  enabled 
to  purchase  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
fertile  land  in  Miller  Township,  Marion 
County,  jMo.  This  homestead  he  continued  to 
cultivate  in  a  practical  and  most  assiduous  man- 
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ner  until  the  fall  of  1892,  when,  having  an 
abundance  for  old  age,  he  decided  to  take  a  well 
earned  rest. 

He  has  always  been  a  believer  in  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party  but  has  never  been  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  accept  official  distinctions. 

October  28,  1858,  the  marriage  of  J.  R.  Dudley 
and  Sallie  W.  Rodes  was  celebrated.  She  was 
born  February  8,  1835,  in  Kentucky,  and  was 
called  to  the  silent  land  February  28,  1873.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  hon¬ 
ored  and  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Her  parents,  Walter  and  Lurenga  (Rodgers) 
Rodes  were  natives  of  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  and 
lived  on  a  large  plantation.  Mr.  Rodes  was  a 
slave  owner  and  for  many  years  was  Sheriff  of 
his  home  county.  IMrs.  Dudley’s  brothers  and 
sisters  are  as  follows:  Nancy,  widow  of  Ed  Eagle, 
of  Eayette  County,  Ky. ;  Mary,  James  and  John, 
deceased;  Joseph,  a  farmer  of  Mercer  County, 
Ky.,  Anna,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Clifton,  who 
was  accidentally  killed  while  hunting. 

Four  sons  and  a  daughter  came  to  bless  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  R.  Dudley.  Walter 
R.,  born  IMarch  23,  1864,  is  engaged  in  the  rail¬ 
road  business  at  Hannibal;  Lulu,  born  February 
23,  1866,  married  Harry  B.  Owsley,  April  18, 
1894;  Clifton  R.,  born  December  24,  1867,  is  a 
practicing  physician  in  St.  Louis;  Claude  C.,  born 
July  7,  1870,  married  Lena  T.  James,  October  31, 
1894,  and  is  a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  James 
B.,  born  February  9,  1873,  died  on  the  15th  of  the 
following  July.  IMr.  Owsley,  a  practical  young 
business  man,  owns  and  carries  on  a  livery  in 
Palmyra.  Mr.  Dudley  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  an  active  supporter  of  worthy 
charities.  He  is  an  honored  and  respected 
pioneer  citizen  of  Marion  County. 


Richard  FERGUSSON,  now  deceased, 
was  one  of  the  best-known  farmers  of 
Township  58,  Range  8,  wherein  he  was 
born  February  24,  1836,  on  an  estate  one 

mile  west  of  where  his  widow  now  resides.  He 
lived  upon  this  latter  farm  for  sixteen  years  and 


during  that  period  placed  it  under  admirable  till¬ 
age,  so  that  it  now  gives  ample  return  for  the 
labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

Our  subject  was  the  son  of  William  and  Isa¬ 
belle  (Brown)  Fergusson,  both  of  whom  were  of 
Virginia,  where  they  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
soil  until  1831,  the  year  in  which  they  made  the 
overland  journey  to  this  State.  Here  the  father 
entered  land  in  this  county  and  township  and 
lived  upon  the  same  until  he  went  to  Texas,  in 
which  State  his  death  occurred;  his  widow  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  IMarion  County,  Mo.  Their 
family  included  the  following-named  sons  and 
daughters:  William,  Mary,  Robert,  Lizzie, 
Charles,  Washington,  Richard,  Lucy  and  John. 
Of  these  Charles  and  Mary  are  the  only  survivors. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  lived  at  home  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  when  he  volunteered 
his  services  to  the  Southern  Army,  and  being 
accepted,  served  for  three  years  apd  six  months. 
After  the  establishment  of  peace  he  went  to  Shel¬ 
by  County,  this  State,  and  made  his  home  for  a 
short  time  with  a  sister  living  there  and  when 
coming  back  to  this  county  settled  on  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  now  occupied  by 
his  widow. 

April  18,  1867,  Richard  Fergusson  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  ]\Iiss  America  V.  Calvert,  who  was  bom  in 
Marion  County,  June  4,  1840.  Her  parents  were 
Ziba  and  Mary  E.  (Fergusson)  Calvert,  natives 
respectively  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  who  after 
thfcir  marriage  came  to  Missouri,  locating  at  Pal¬ 
myra  at  a  time  when  there  were  but  two  or  three 
stores  in  the  place.  Ziba  Calvert  worked  at  his 
trade,  that  of  a  brickmason,  in  that  place  and 
Hannibal,  being  employed  in  the  erection  of  many 
of  the  first  churches  and  residences  in  the  county. 
He  was  ver}"  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  his  decease, 
October  ii,  1886.  His  good  wife,  who  died  in 
September,  1875,  bore  him  eight  children,  namely: 
James,  Samuel,  Ziba,  Annie,  Emily,  John,  Lizzie 
and  America  V. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  five 
children,  as  follows:  Josephine  C.,  bom  June  16, 
1868,  married  Stephen  Lafoe,  and  resides  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia;  Mary  C.,  born  August  13,  1870,  became 
the  wife  of  Emmet  Martin,  and  their  home  is  in 
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this  county;  Ada  V.,  born  June  4,  1872,  died  De¬ 
cember  30,  1874;  Emma  F.,  born  April  7,  1875, 
is  at  home;  Anna,  born  July  8,  1878,  is  also  with 
her  mother.  Mrs.  Fergusson  is  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  takes  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Church,  giving  liberally 
to  the  support  of  the  same. 

Politically  Mr.  Fergusson  always  voted  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  public-spir¬ 
ited  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  improvement 
and  welfare  of  his  home  locality,  being  foremost 
in  every  enterprise  tending  to  benefit  in  any  way 
the  community  in  which  he  lived. 


George  N.  shannon  is  the  proprietor 

of  a  good  homestead  situate  on  Section 
II,  Township  59,  Range  6,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty.  He  has  given  much  of  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  wheat,  for  which  his  farm  is  well  adapt¬ 
ed.  He  is  a  man  of  good  education  and  by  read¬ 
ing  and  private  study,  together  with  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  world,  has  become  well  posted  on 
topics  of  current  importance  and  many  special 
lines  of  thought.  His  faithful  companion  and 
sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  was  called  from 
his  side  by  the  angel  of  death  February  6,  1894, 
and  her  many  sincere  friends  in  this  community 
felt  her  loss  to  be  one  which  deeply  concerned 
them. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  in  early  days 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  One  of  his  sons, 
Jacob  A.  Shannon,  was  married  in  Kentucky  to 
Amelia  Hurst,  her  parents,  of  German  origin, 
being  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1834  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shannon  moved  to  Missouri,  making  the 
journey  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers 
and  spending  about  three  months  on  the  trip. 
For  a  year  they  lived  on  a  rented  farm  near  Pal¬ 
myra  and  then  purchased  the  place  now  owned 
by  our  subject.  The  former  owned  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  in  one  body,  and  when  he  came 
from  Kentucky  brought  with  him  a  number  of 
slaves.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  12,  1845,  extensive  possessions 


were  divided  among  his  heirs  and  our  subject  has 
the  original  Government  deed  to  the  land,  signed 
by  Martin  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Shannon,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  a  number  of  years,  was  a  man 
of  sound  judgment  and  his  legal  decisions  were 
held  in  great  respect.  His  faithful  wife  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  March  10,  1822.  Their  son 
James  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1819  and  was  a 
physician  of  promise,  dying  in  the  early  part  of 
his  career  (May  22,  1837)  in  Missouri;  Susan  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  William  Kelley  of  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.;  Mary  A.,  born  September  24,  1817,  mar¬ 
ried  W.  C.  Dingle  of  Kentucky,  and  died  July  6, 
1889. 

John  H.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
December  14,  1815,  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  and 
was  deprived  of  a  mother’s  love  and  care  when 
he  was  eight  years  of  age.  The  father  managed  to 
keep  his  two  sons  and  servants  until  his  death, 
but  the  two  daughters  were  taken  b)"  their  Grand¬ 
mother  Hunst  at  their  mother’s  death,  and  she  did 
as  well  by  them  as  it  was  possible.  On  complet¬ 
ing  his  education  John  Shannon  took  charge  of 
the  old  homestead  and  dutifully  cared  for  his 
father  until  the  latter  was  called  to  his  last  reward. 
June  2,  1836,  John  Shannon  married  Ailsey  J. 
Nelson,  of  an  old  Kentucky  family,  her  death  oc¬ 
curring  August  7,  1845.  They  had  four  children, 
namely:  Elizabeth,  born  April  12,  1837,  died  July 
18,  1845;  Nancy  J.,  born  July  26,  1839,  niarried 
James  P.  Turner  and  lives  on  a  part  of  the  old 
farm;  James  A.,  born  October  28,  1841,  died  June 
15,  1847;  George  N.,  born  May  22,  1844.  The 
father,  a  man  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  him,  was  a  great  reader  and  possessed  un¬ 
dying  love  for  his  country.  His  death  occurred 
September  12,  1858.  He  was  married  a  second 
time  (October  5,  1848),  the  lady  being  Sarah  J. 
Smith,  but  she  died  a  few  months  after  marriage 
—July  27,  1849. 

George  N.  Shannon  was  an  infant  when  his 
mother  died  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he 
left  home  to  live  with  an  uncle  in  Marion  County, 
remaining  there  for  two  years.  His  sister  Nancy 
about  that  time  became  the  wife  of  James  P.  Tur¬ 
ner,  who  settled  in  La  Grange,  Mo.,  where  he 
embarked  in  merchandising.  Our  subject  went 
to  live  with  them,  remaining  there  until  1870,  in 


390 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  meantime  attending  La  Grange  College.  In 
1870  he  returned  to  the  home  farm,  which  had 
been  rented  since  the  death  of  his  father,  and  in 
company  with  Mr.  Turner  engaged  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  place ;  after  his  marriage  he  assumed 
full  control  of  the  place,  which  contains  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-eight  acres,  and  has  been  very 
successful.  The  room  he  now  occupies  in  the  old 
family  residence  is  the  one  in  which  he  was  born 
over  half  a  century  ago. 

January  2,  1873,  Mr.  Shannon  and  Malvina  L. 
Trotter  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Martha  (Dale)  Trotter, 
natives  of  Kentucky,  and  was  bom  in  Lewis 
County,  Mo.,  July  6,  1845.  She  became  the 
mother  of  the  following  children  :  Nettie  D.,  now 
a  student  in  the  State  Normal  of  Kirksville,  Mo.; 
John  F.,  still  at  home,  but  expecting  to  enter  the 
medical  profession;  Eugene  T.  and  Virginia  V. 
Mr.  Shannon  is  a  member  of  Faber  Lodge  No. 
24,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Palmyra,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat. 


JOSEPH  J.  KENDRICK  is  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Ralls  County,  and  is  justly  entitled 
to  a  place  in  this  volume,  which  records  the 
early  history  of  this  region  and  the  life  work  of 
the  founders  of  her  prosperity.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  homestead  comprising  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  lying  on  Section  36,  Saline  Town¬ 
ship,  and  has  dwelt  thereon  for  the  past  forty -five 
years.  In  his  early  experience  he  was  obliged  to 
put  up  with  the  privations  of  frontier  life,  and 
received  only  limited  advantages  for  obtaining  an 
education  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse  of  the 
period. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Ken¬ 
drick,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  November,  1787, 
and  later  went  to  Scott  County,  Ky.,  where  he 
married  one  of  her  native  daughters,  IMariah  Jew¬ 
ett,  whose  birth  occurred  in  June,  1790.  In  1828 
this  worthy  couple  emigrated  to  Pike  County, 
]\To.,  and  the  year  afterward  went  to  IMarion 
County.  Hearing  of  the  advantages  offered  to 
newcomers  in  Ralls  County,  they  came  to  this 


township  in  1829,  and  were  thenceforth  associated 
with  the  development  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Kendrick  served  efficiently  as  Judge  of  the  county 
for  twelve  years,  and  for  many  years  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  and 
numei'ous  slaves.  He  was  the  father  of  a  large 
family,  of  whom  the  following  record  is  given: 
Daniel,  Joseph  J.,  William,  deceased;  Robert,  a 
retired  farmer  of  this  township;  Ann  S.,  j\Irs. 
William  B.  Broughton,  now  deceased;  Wincfred, 
widow  of  James  Gough,  of  this  county;  Mariah 
L.,  wife  of  James  H.  Elliott,  a  retired  farmer  of 
this  neighborhood;  Susan,  widow  of  Steven  B. 
Elliott,  of  this  township;  Rosella,  deceased;  Je¬ 
rome,  now  retired  and  living  on  a  farm  in  this 
township,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Tlie 
father  of  these  children  departed  this  life  June  27, 
1867,  and  after  surviving  bim  a  few  years,  his 
widow  followed  him  to  the  silent  land,  dying  July 
4,  1872. 

J.  J.  Kendrick  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ky., 
Eebruary  10,  1819,  and  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  Mo.  At 
twenty-seven  years  of  age  he  was  married  and 
began  housekeeping  on  a  farm  which  he  had  pur¬ 
chased,  not  far  from  his  father’s  home.  This 
place  he  disposed  of  two  years  later  and  invested 
the  proceeds  in  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres.  He  is  a  successful  agriculturist,  and  the 
lessons  of  his  boyhood  have  served  him  in  good 
stead.  Being  the  second  son,  much  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  fell  upon  his  shoulders  at  an  early 
age,  and  industry  and  perseverance  became  en¬ 
grafted  in  his  nature.  Since  becoming  a  voter, 
Mr.  Kendrick  has  used  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
Democratic  nominees. 

In  1847  occurred  the  marriage  of  J.  J.  Ken¬ 
drick  and  Isabel  IMudd.  blrs.  Kendrick  was  born 
in  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  August  ii,  1827,  and  was 
summoned  to  the  home  beyond  April  24,  1857. 
By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  the 
following  children,  of  whom  Mariah  and  Francis 
are  deceased;  Rosella  is  the  wife  of  John  S.  Bristo, 
County  Clerk  of  Ralls  County;  William  is  an  en¬ 
terprising  agriculturist  of  this  township.  No¬ 
vember  3,  1863,  our  subject  married  Sarah  J. 
Elliott,  who  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  February 
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25,  1844.  Her  parents  were  Steven  E.  and  Anna 
S.  (Manning)  Elliott,  natives  of  Scott  County,  Ky. 
In  the  fall  of  1829  they  emigrated  to  Ralls  County, 
settling  in  Center  Township.  The  journey  was 
made  with  their  respective  families  and  their  mar¬ 
riage  was  not  celebrated  until  after  they  became 
residents  of  this  State.  Mr.  Elliott  owned  exten¬ 
sive  tracts  of  land  and  several  slaves.  His  chil¬ 
dren  were  named  as  follows:  Sarah  J.,  John  M., 
William  H.,  James,  Robert,  Frances  Alice,  Mar¬ 
tha,  and  Stephen,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  sons 
are  all  farmers  of  this  county,  and  John  M.  is  a 
dealer  in  live  stock;  Frances  married  Robert  Ha- 
gar,  a  farmer  of  Saline  Township;  Alice  wedded 
Benjamin  Whitecotton,  and  Martha  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Hawkins,  a  farmer  of  Shelby 
County.  Steven  E.  Elliott  was  born  January  15, 
1816,  in  Kentucky,  and  died  April  26,  1863.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  June,  1824,  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  with  her  children. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Kendrick  and  his  wife  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children,  Isabel  J.,  wife 
of  James  C.  Farrell,  a  railroad  operator  in  Saline 
County,  Mo.;  Mary  and  Henry,  deceased;  Steven, 
who  is  at  home  with  his  parents;  Anna  S.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Daniel  B.,  still  at  home,  and  James  is  de¬ 
ceased.  Religiously  the  family  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  enjoy  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 


JOSEPH  BERRY  BOARMAN,  who  ranks 
among  the  most  prominent  agriculturists  of 
Ralls  County,  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  having 
been  born  at  IMartinsburg,  February  8,  1836. 
His  parents  were  “Commodore”  Charles  and 
Nancy  (Able)  Boarman,  the  former  of  whom  won 
the  title  of  Admiral  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  father  of  subject  was  born  in  St.  Charles 
County,  Md.,  December  27,  1795,  and  departed 
this  life  at  Martinsburg,  Va.,  September  13,  1879. 
He  received  the  appointment  to  attend  the  Naval 
School  at  Washington,  from  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  January  9,  1811,  when  sixteen  years  of 


age.  He  was  there  but  a  short  time  when  he  was 
sent  on  the  sloop  “Erie”  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
as  a  midshipman  he  served  aboard  the  brig  “Jef¬ 
ferson,”  on  Lake  Ontario  during  the  War  of 
1812,  thus  rendering  his  country  noble  service. 

When  but  sixteen  years  of  age  Commodore 
C.  Boarman  was  commissioned  Lieutenant, 
March  5,  1817,  while  with  the  West  India  Squad¬ 
ron  in  the  ^Mediterranean.  On  his  return  to 
Washington  he  was  stationed  for  a  time  in  the 
naval  yards,  and  from  1821  to  1828  was  given  his 
first  command,  having  charge  of  the  sloop  “Wea¬ 
sel.”  He  was  afterward  transferred  to  the  frigate 
“Java,”  then  the  flagship  of  the  iMediterranean 
Squadron,  and  in  1830  served  as  executive  oflicer 
of  the  flagship  “Hudson”  of  the  Brazil  Squadron. 
He  afterward  commanded  the  sloop  “Vandalia” 
and  the  schooner  “Grampus”  of  the  West  India 
Squadron,  and  February  9,  1837,  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Commodore.  In  1840  he  had  charge  of 
the  United  States  sloop  “Fairfield”  of  the  Brazil¬ 
ian  coast  and  from  1844  to  1850  commanded  the 
frigate  “Brandywine,”  a  flagship  of  the  Brazilian 
Squadron.  From  1852  to  1855  he  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  naval  yard  at  Brooklyn,  and  while 
there  superintended  the  fitting  out  of  the  Japan 
Expedition  which  was  attended  with  such  fruit¬ 
ful  results.  From  1861  to  1865  he  was  detailed 
on  special  duty,  his  rare  executive  capacities  pe¬ 
culiarly  fitting  him  for  this  service. 

In  July,  1862,  the  father  of  our  subject  received 
his  commission  as  Commodore  and  was  retired 
as  Rear  Admiral  in  such  honorable  company 
as  that  of  Commodore  Stewart,  on  August  13, 
1876,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  February, 
1855.  Although  a  large  slave  owner  at  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  war,  he  remained  loyal  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  so  honored  him.  It  is  seen  from 
the  foregoing  data  that  the  father  of  our  subject 
held  many  important  positions  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  in  whose  service  he  remained  for 
threescore  years  and  ten.  He  was  charitable  and 
kind  to  all  who  came  to  him  for  help,  often  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  Scriptural  injunction  of  not  letting 
his  right  hand  know  what  his  left  hand  accom¬ 
plished.  Even  in  his  last  hours  he  remembered 
that  the  poor  we  have  always  with  us,  and  they 
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were  not  forgotten.  He  was  a  devout  Catholic 
in  religion  and  a  regular  attendant  at  all  its  serv¬ 
ices.  The  day  he  died  the  flags  at  the  naval 
yards  were  at  half-mast,  and  at  noon  thirteen 
minute  guns  w’ere  fired  out  of  respect  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  late  Rear  Admiral  Boarman.  This 
was  a  signal  to  all  the  various  stations  and  ves¬ 
sels,  who  in  turn  repeated  the  firing. 

Mrs.  Nancy  (Able)  Boarman  was  born  in  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  Va.,  and  died  in  1878,  when  sev¬ 
enty  years  of  age.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Boar¬ 
man  in  her  native  county  and  to  them  were  born 
thirteen  children,  as  follows:  Eliza  is  the  widow 
of  Thomas  Brown,  who  for  many  years  was  Sher¬ 
iff  of  Berkeley  County,  W.  Va. ;  she  is  now  living 
in  Dakota.  John  is  a  farmer  near  Martinsburg. 
Sallie  E.  married  R.  P.  Bryarley,  and  both  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Dr.  Charles  died  while  a  resident  of 
California.  Susan  M.  is  the  widow  of  Jerry  M. 
Harris  of  Dakota.  Alary  J.  is  the  widow  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Broom  of  New  York  City;  she  now  makes 
her  home  in  Dakota.  Joseph  B.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Aliss  Annie  is  living  in  Martins¬ 
burg,  Va.  Laura,  Emma,  and  Florence  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Nora  is  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  Frank 
is  a  farmer  of  Saline  Township,  this  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at  the 
old  home  in  Martinsburg  and  obtained  his  lit¬ 
erary  education  in  Berkeley  Academy.  In  1852 
he  went  with  his  father  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  appointed  Receiving  Clerk  under  Capt. 
Calhoun  on  a  receiving  ship,  “North  Carolina.’’ 
He  held  this  position  for  three  years,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  home  with  his  parent,  remaining  until  the 
following  spring,  when  he  came  to  this  State  and 
county.  He  lived  the  first  year  with  friends  and 
spent  his  time  in  hunting.  Deciding  then  to 
make  permanent  location  here,  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  included  in  his 
present  fine  estate.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  acres  which  he  has  placed  under  ad¬ 
vanced  cultivation. 

Air.  Boarman  was  married  at  Hannibal,  AIo., 
in  1857,  to  Louisa  Aleyers,  who  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  in  August,  1879.  To  them  were  born  six 
children:  Anna  D.;  Charles,  a  merchant  of  Ne¬ 
braska;  Walter,  farming  in  Alarion  County;  John, 


an  agriculturist  of  this  county;  Harry,  residing 
with  his  parents,  and  two  died  in  infancy.  In  re¬ 
ligious  affairs.  Air.  Boarman  is  a  Catholic,  and 
in  politics  never  fails  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  is  well  and  favorably  known  through¬ 
out  the  county,  and  we  are  pleased  to  herewith 
present  his  sketch. 


JOHN  T.  BURRIS  is  the  owner  and  occupant 
of  a  well-developed  and  well-regulated  farm 
in  Buffalo  Township,  Pike  County.  The 
improvements  which  have  been  made  upon  his 
estate  stamp  it  as  the  home  of  a  man  of  enter¬ 
prise  and  good  judgment.  Our  subject  was  born 
in  Mason  County,  W.  Va.,  June  22,  1844,  is 
the  son  of  George  Burris,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  1817  in  Eastern  Virginia.  The  father  married 
Aliss  Nancy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Kincade,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland,  who  on  coming  to  America  took 
up  his  abode  in  the  Old  Dominion.  Airs.  Burris 
was  born  in  the  latter  State. 

John  T.  Burris  on  reaching  mature  years  was 
married  to  Virginia  Lemasters,  who  died  in  1876. 
He  was  afterwards  united  in  marriage  with 
Nancy,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  (Jett) 
Bailey,  of  whom  the  latter  was  born  in  Lincoln 
County,  Ky.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  working 
his  estate  with  slave  labor,  and  departed  this  life 
in  1863.  The  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Nancy  Jett  and  was  born  February 
7,  1823.  Airs.  Burris  was  one  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  and  was  born  Alay  19,  1849,  in  Lincoln 
County,  Ky.,  coming  with  her  parents  to  Alis- 
souri  in  1864,  where  she  was  married  to  our  sub¬ 
ject  October  25,  1877. 

In  addition  to  carrying  on  farming  Air.  Burris, 
in  1879,  purchased  a  threshing  machine  and,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years,  has  been  engaged  in 
threshing  the  crops  of  the  farmers  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  During  the  last  season  fire,  caused  by  fric¬ 
tion  in  the  straw  carrier,  entirely  destroyed  the 
machine,  but  he  immediately  replaced  it  with 
another  bearing  later  improvements  and  con- 
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tinues  to  follow  this  business.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which 
denomination  his  wife  is  also  connected. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burris  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  namely;  William  C.,  whose  birth 
occurred  December  lo,  1878;  Edward  T.,  born 
March  12,  1880;  Lillian  M.,  April  2,  1882;  Evert 
B.,  October  19,  1883;  Esther  Virginia,  October  9, 
1885;  Erancis  L.,  August  26,  1887;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy. 

August  3,  1863,  Mr.  Burris’  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  C,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  which  was 
joined  to  the  Eighth  Army  Corps.  In  May,  1864, 
he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lynchburg,  in 
August  fought  at  Halltown,  and  the  following 
month  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Perryville,  Va., 
which  was  followed  by  the  engagements  at  Win¬ 
chester  and  Cedar  Creek.  The  regiment  re¬ 
mained  in  the  valley  during  the  winter  and  in  the 
spring  of  1865  was  sent  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
where  its  members  were  discharged  and  mustered 
out  June  22.  Mr.  Burris  made  an  honorable 
record  as  a  brave  soldier,  and  won  the  confidence 
of  his  superior  officers  by  his  patriotism  and  de¬ 
votion  to  the  cause  for  which  he  fought.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
same  regiment  and  company,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  His  place  of  residence  during 
this  time  was  in  Mason  County,  W.  Va. 


JAMES  LOVE.  This  name  will  be  at  once 
recognized  as  that  of  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Pike 
County.  He  was  born  in  South  Carolina  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1830,  and  was  the  eldest  of  three  children 
born  to  William  and  Polly  (Scoggins)  Love,  of 
whom  he  is  the  only  survivor. 

William  Love  was  also  born  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  his  parents  coming  to  Missouri  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  They  at  once  made  loca¬ 
tion  in  Pike  County  and  soon  became  classed 
among  its  most  respected  and  honored  residents. 
A  year  thereafter  William  returned  to  his  native 


State  and  was  married.  He  remained  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  two  or  three  years  in  the  East,  and  then 
with  his  young  wife  and  her  brothers  made  the 
trip  to  Missouri,  also  locating  on  property  in  this 
county,  where  they  passed  the  remaining  years  of 
their  life  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  a  fair  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  schools  of  the  old  pioneer  days. 
Several  years  before  attaining  his  majority  he  be¬ 
gan  to  think  of  a  future  for  himself  and  his  start 
in  life,*  at  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  made 
with  less  than  twenty-five  cents  in  his  pocket. 
For  his  first  work  he  received  eight  dollars  per 
month,  a  portion  of  which  he  saved ;  he  continued 
his  employment  in  the  wood-yard  for  some  six 
years,  his  wages  being  increased  from  year  to 
year  until  he  drew  fifteen  dollars  per  month.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  he  lived  economically,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  which  occurred  November 
2,  1854,  was  enabled  to  “set  up”  housekeeping  in 
a  very  comfortable  manner. 

Leaving  his  old  employer  shortly  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  our  subject  determined  to  reap  the  benefits 
of  his  own  labor,  and  his  career  as  an  agricultur¬ 
ist  was  begun.  Securing  a  lease  on  a  tract  of  land 
for  five  years,  he  worked  diligently  and  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time  was  in  a  position  to  become 
the  owner  of  property.  After  securing  a  foothold 
in  life  his  advancement  was  gradual  and  sure  and 
his  present  valuable  farm  is  the  reward  of  his  ef¬ 
ficient  management;  it  comprises  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  the  home  place  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  acres  of  fine  land  in  Salt  River 
Bottoms. 

Mrs.  Love,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  Myers,  the  daughter  of  John  M.  and 
Mary  (Voras)  Myers,  natives  of  Ohio.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  a  family  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  survive,  namely: 
Eoline  Eudora,  wife  of  Charles  Hochens,  a  pro¬ 
gressive  young  farmer  of  this  county,  and  they 
have  five  children;  William  M.,  who  married  Miss 
Lena  Smith,  and  on  her  decease  chose  for  his 
wife  Miss  Lillie  Fisher;  Stephen  V.,  who  married 
Annie  O’Hara  (the  latter  now  deceased);  Archi¬ 
bald  and  James  P.,  enterprising  and  progressive 
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young  men,  cultivating  one  of  their  father’s 
farms. 

Mr.  Love  is  an  affable  and  courteous  old  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  his  kindly  nature  makes  for  him 
friends  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
He  has  provided  well  for  himself  and  wife  in 
their  declining  years;  by  their  upright  and  neigh¬ 
borly  ways  of  living  they  have  endeared  them¬ 
selves  to  all  who  know  them.  In  political  affairs 
our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party 
on  all  national  issues;  in  religion  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  beeii  Dea¬ 
con  for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  gives  liberally 
and  cheerfully  of  his  means  toward  the  support 
of  all  worthy  enterprises  and  we  are  pleased  to 
give  him  a  place  among  the  prominent  and  lead¬ 
ing  citizens  of  Pike  Countv. 


Benjamin  F.  WILLIS  has  been  a  resident 
of  Maywood,  Lewis  County,  for  the  past 
five  years.  In  1890  he  purchased  a  stock 
of  goods  and  business  of  Albert  Cardwell  and  has 
since  increased  the  trade  to  its  present  large  pro¬ 
portions.  He  keeps  a  general  line  of  dry  goods 
and  articles  usually  kept  in  a  store  of  the  kind, 
and  makes  frequent  trips  to  Quincy  and  purchases 
merchandise  in  the  East,  thus  always  showing  new 
and  attractive  supplies.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  Fabius  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Maywood,  and 
still  retains  his  membership  \Hth  Preux  Chevalier 
Lodge  No.  18,  K.  of  P.,  of  Quincy,  in  which  he 
filled  many  offices  from  the  floor  to  Chancellor, 
Commander,  etc.;  he  also  belongs  to  Quincy 
Lodge  No.  175,  National  Union. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Henry 
Willis,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Henry,  Jr., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Mercer  County, 
Ky.,  in  1782.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  soon 
after  becoming  of  age  wedded  Miss  Tadlock,  by 
whom  he  had  several  children.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  married  INIiss  ]\Iary  Fegette,  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  His  third  union  was  with 
Jeannette  Seeber,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  as  follows:  Alexander  H.,  a  mer¬ 


chant  in  Monroe  City;  Benjamin  F.,  of  this  sketch; 
Arthur  C.,  now  a  farmer  near  Lake  Butler,  Fla.; 
Inez,  wife  of  Orville  Scott,  of  Rensselaer,  ]\Io. ; 
Laura,  wife  of  Jacob  Icenhower,  who  operates  the 
old  Willis  Homestead,  near  Philadelphia,  Mo. 

B.  F.  Willis  was  born  August  31,  1841,  on  the 
farm  just  ihentioned  and  received  a  common- 
school  education,  finishing  his  studies  at  the  boys’ 
and  girls’  seminary,  Philadelphia.  In  IMay,  1861, 
he  entered  the  Confederate  service  in  Capt.  Rob¬ 
ert  Dunn’s  Company,  which  was  raised  in  that 
vicinity.  His  first  engagement  was  at  Carthage, 
]\Io.,  and  not  long  afterward  he  was  taken  sick 
and  returned  home.  Upon  his  recovery  he  en¬ 
tered  Capt.  Priest’s  Company,  Gen.  Porter's  Reg¬ 
iment.  When  in  Arkansas  his  health  gave  way 
once  more  and  for  six  weeks  he  was  prostrated 
with  typhoid  fever  at  the  home  of  O.  P.  Anderson, 
near  Bentonville.  As  soon  as  possible  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  company  and  obtained  permission 
to  go  back  to  the  old  home  on  account  of  his 
weak  condition.  His  nephew,  F.  AI.  Anderson, 
accompanied  him,  but  Air.  Willis  was  arrested 
and  imprisoned  at  Palmyra;  fortunately  he  had 
been  released  on  bond  just  before  the  execution 
of  the  ten  men  at  the  county  seat.  He  concluded 
to  work  on  the  farm  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  became 
watchman  for  the  Wiggins  Ferry  Company. 
Three  years  later  his  faithful  service  was  rewarded 
by  his  being  promoted  to  the  position  of  Captain, 
in  •which  capacity  he  served  for  a  year.  Again 
he  was  taken  sick  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
place;  after  his  recovery  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Pac.  R.  R.  as  Receiving  Clerk  in  the  office. 
Eighteen  months  later  he  took  charge  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  operated  for  three  years. 

About  the  year  1873  Air.  Willis  went  to  Quincy, 
Ill.,  and  became  an  employe  of  the  drygoods  firm 
of  Henry  Ruff  &  Co.  He  was  with  this  concern 
for  three  years,  and  for  six  months  of  the  time 
was  employed  in  the  clothing  store.  Afterward 
he  worked  for  J.  Kespohl,  a  drygoods  merchant, 
for  some  two  years  and  subsequently  was  for  a 
like  period  employed  by  T.  L.  Fox  in  the  same 
business.  His  next  venture  was  as  a  traveling 
man  for  the  Turner  Tobacco  Co.,  with  which  he 
remained  five  months,  when  the  firm  discontinued 
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doing  business;  he  then  worked  in  the  house  for 
Burnheimer  Bros.,  dry  goods.  The  following  six 
years  he  was  employed  by  the  J.  D.  Levy  Clothing 
House  and  in  1890  he  decided  to  embark  in  busi¬ 
ness  on  his  own  account.  The  wisdom  of  his  de¬ 
cision  is  now  apparent. 

In  1873  Mr.  Willis  married  Fannie,  daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Boldridge,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky;  Mrs.  Willis  was,  however,  a 
native  of  Marion  County.  For  two  years  after 
his  marriage  our  subject  engaged  in  farming  and 
then  for  a  year  worked  for  his  brother-in-law, 
William  Boldridge,  in  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Willis 
died  in  January,  1872,  leaving  one  child,  Joseph¬ 
ine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  January 
5,  1881,  occurred  the  union  of  Mr.  Willis  and  Em¬ 
ma  Bearing,  whose  parents,  Alfred  and  Elizabeth 
(Holmes)  Bearing,  were  old  and  respected  resi¬ 
dents  of  Marion  County.  Charles  F.,  the  elder 
son  of  our  subject,  was  born  September  30,  1882, 
and  the  younger,  Raymond  B.,  was  born  June  13, 
1888.  Mr.  Willis  has  been  for  the  past  two  years 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  and  enjoys  the  friendship  and  high 
regard  of  all  who  know  him;  Mrs.  Willis  also  has 
been  a  member  of  the  same  church  since  her  child¬ 
hood. 


Francis  a.  BARR,  an  enterprising  mer¬ 
chant  of  Maywood,  Lewis  County,  handles 
all  kinds  of  farm  implements,  windmills 
and  pumps,  as  well  as  various  kinds  of  seeds.  He 
also  buys,  sells  and  ships  grain  and  flour  exten¬ 
sively,  and  enjoys  the  patronage  of  most  of  the 
people  of  this  region.  He  is  a  self-made  man 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  arisen  to  a  position  of  prominence  in  the 
community. 

Our  subject’s  Grandfather  Barr,  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  operated 
a  farm  in  Breckinridge  County.  His  family  were 
as  follows:  John,  still  a  resident  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State;  Jerry  B.,  born  and  married  in  Kentucky, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Eliza  Bowell,  of  Virginia  par¬ 
entage;  Hamilton,  a  resident  of  Illinois;  William, 


living  in  Peoria,  Ill.;  Baniel,  of  Southern  Mis¬ 
souri;  Harrison,  now  in  California;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Aciuilla  Claycomb  of  La  Harpe,  Ill.;  Mary 
(IMrs.  John  Harland),  also  of  La  Harpe;  Nancy 
(Mrs.  Joseph  St.  Clair),  a  resident  of  the  same 
village;  Letisha  (Mrs.  Frank  Hurdle),  of  Adams 
County,  Iowa;  Nelson,  a  resident  of  Balias,  Ill. 

Our  subject's  father,  J.  B.  Barr,  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1819,  and  died  June  9,  1891.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  Kentucky  for  about  twelve  years  after 
his  marriage,  his  time  being  employed  in  agricult¬ 
ural  enterprises;  moving  thence  to  Scotland 
County,  Mo.,  he  lived  there  for  a  year  and  then 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  choice  land  in  Han¬ 
cock  County,  Ill.,  near  La  Harpe,  which  property 
he  afterward  lost  through  a  dishonest  agent,  who 
had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  business.  In  1861 
Mr.  Barr  came  to  this  county,  and  buying  some 
land,  located  thereon  a  sawmill.  The  first  year 
that  he  owned  the  mill  he  was  unfortunate  in 
losing  his  left  hand,  which  was  injured  in  the 
machinery.  He  continued  to  operate  the  old 
Blake  Mill,  as  it  was  called,  for  three  years,  and 
then  disposing  of  it,  bought  one  hundred  and  sev¬ 
enty  acres  on  the  border  line  of  IMarion  County, 
where  he  continued  to  dwell  until  1883,  when, 
going  to  Adams  County,  Iowa,  he  operated  a  farm 
there  for  five  years.  Returning  at  the  end  of  that 
time  to  Lewis  County  with  his  youngest  son, 
Albert,  he  and  his  wife  resided  with  N.  R.  Cason, 
a  son-in-law,  for  several  years.  The  first  wife  of 
Mr.  Barr  died  in  Illinois  and  was  buried  in  the 
La  Harpe  cemetery.  Later  he  married,  in  the 
Prairie  State,  Sarah  Cochran,  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
the  first  union:  Thomas  A.,  now  of  California; 
James  M.,  a  resident  of  Lewis  County;  Francis 
A.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Zachary  T.,  now  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  F.  Johnston  of  IMarion 
County;  Josephine  (Mrs.  Albert  Budley),  of  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Eliza,  wife  of  Milton  Scott. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Breckin¬ 
ridge  County,  Ky.,  August  15,  1844.  When  he 
was  eight  A’ears  old  he  came  to  this  State  with 
his  parents  and  the  greater  part  of  his  education 
was  obtained  in  Hancock  County,  Ill.  On  reach¬ 
ing  man’s  estate  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  in  the  sawmill,  taking  charge  of  the  latter 
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after  his  father’s  accident,  and  continued  to  super¬ 
intend  it  and  the  home  place  until  1882,  when 
he  moved  to  IMaywood.  Here  he  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  new  mill  that  had  been  erected,  and 
for  two  years  leased  and  carried  on  the  same  on 
his  own  account,  during  which  time  he  embarked 
also  in  the  agricultural  implement  business  and 
became  interested  in  buying  and  shipping  grain. 
He  kept  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  fine  patent  and 
winter-wheat  flour,  which  he  exchanged  for  un¬ 
ground  wheat.  He  has  gradually  built  up  a  large' 
trade  and  is  now  prospering  beyond  his  former 
expectations. 

November  4,  1870,  Mr.  Barr  married  Amanda 
Johnston,  who  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Mo. 
They  have  four  children,  namely:  Oscar,  Leona, 
Otis  and  Thomas  E.  The  eldest  son  has  been 
well  educated,  having  attended  Chaddoc  College 
and  finished  with  a  course  at  the  Gem  City  Busi¬ 
ness  College.  He  is  a  young  man  of  promise 
and  in  the  spring  of  1895  his  father  took  him  into 
the  firm  as  a  member,  the  style  now  being  F.  A. 
Barr  &  Son.  Leona  is  now  attending  the  St. 
Charles  College,  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  and  the  young¬ 
er  boys  are  students  in  the  local  schools.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barr  are  devoted  members  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Politically  the  former 
uses  his  franchise  on  behalf  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


EORGE  WEATHERLY  is  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  enterprising  agricultur¬ 
ists  of  Lewis  County,  his  home  being  in 
Highland  Township,  just  over  the  Marion  County 
line.  His  residence  was  erected  by  him  in  1873 
and  he  has  since  dwelt  within  its  walls.  He  owns 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  all  but  forty  of  which  ‘ 
lie  in  Lewis  County.  Beginning  his  career  as 
a  farm  hand,  he  has  risen  by  degrees  to  his  present 
enviable  place  in  the  estimation  of  his  wide  circle 
of  acquaintances.  He  has  always  been  an  indus¬ 
trious  and  thrifty  farmer  and  everything  about 
his  place  is  kept  up  in  a  careful  manner. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Maryland, 


where  he  passed  the  majority  of  his  years,  and 
where  his  death  occurred.  Of  his  four  children 
Ralston  moved  to  Louisiana,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death;  Lee  P.,  born  August  10,  1810, 
near  Baltimore,  is  our  subject’s  father;  William 
died  in  Mississippi,  where  he  had  dwelt  for  several 
years;  jMary,  whereabouts  unknown. 

Lee  P.  Weatherly  was  reared  on  the  old  plan¬ 
tation  and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
Baltimore  schools.  On  arriving  at  man’s  estate 
he  embarked  in  a  mercantile  business  in  that  city 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  1836,  when  he  decided 
to  go  west.  Coming  to  IMarion  County  he  pur¬ 
chased  Government  land  in  Round  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  Marion  County,  and  remained  on  the  place, 
which  is  now  owned  by  B.  Kirkham,  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  moved  across 
the  line  into  Lewis  County,  but  later  returned  to 
Round  Grove  Township  and  operated  the  farm 
now  owned  by  John  Lindsay.  About  1856  his 
wife  died  and  soon  after  that  sad  event  he  sold  out, 
and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1888,  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  lived 
with  his  children.  Both  he  and  his  faithful  wife 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Ghurch  for  a  great 
many  years  and  were  very  active  in  church  affairs. 
Mr.  Weatherly  held  official  positions  in  the  con¬ 
gregation,  being  Deacon,  etc.  In  his  political 
faith  he  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  George  Weatherly 
were:  Mary  F.  (deceased),  first  married  Homer 
Pritchard  of  this  county  and  after  his  death  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Turner,  now  of  Marion 
County;  Susan,  wife  of  Allen  Hibler  of  Lewis 
County;  William,  a  resident  of  Sheridan  County, 
Mo.;  Aretta,  who  died  in  childhood;  Ezekiel  H., 
of  Marion  County;  Anna,  who  married  Willis 
Walters  of  Lewis  County,  Mo.,  now  a  farmer  of 
Macon  County. 

George  Weatherly  was  born  October  24,  1841, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  ob¬ 
taining  a  common-school  education.  On  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority  he  began  working  by  the  month 
and  was  thus  employed  when  he  was  twenty-six 
years  old,  when  he  rented  land  in  Marion  County 
and  embarked  in  agriculture  on  his  own  account. 
After  his  marriage  he  began  housekeeping  on 
the  old  Jonathan  Clough  Place,  which  he  rented 
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for  two  years  and  then  moved  to  the  farm  known 
as  the  Charles  Lewis  Homestead,  operating  the 
same  for  two  years.  In  1872  he  purchased  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  conducts,  in  which  his 
wife  had  an  interest,  as  her  father  had  made  some 
payments  on  the  land  before  his  death.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  has  made  important  improvements  on  the 
farm,  now  one  of  the  best  in  this  district. 

February  4,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Weatherly  and  Nancy  C.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Wiseman)  McKenney.  They  have  had  a 
family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
James  P.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Cora  L.,  now 
the  wife  of  Alpheus  Raines  of  Emerson,  Mo.,  and 
to  them  a  daughter  was  born  on  June  26,  1895; 
Allen  and  Clarence,  who  died  in  childhood;  Laura, 
Lena  M.,  Ada  F.  and  George  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weatherly  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
Maywood,  and  the  former  is  affiliated  with  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  belonging  to  Fabius  Lodge  No.  421 
of  Hester. 


JOE  BURNETT.  There  are  few  more  re¬ 
sponsible  positions  in  society  than  that  of 
a  journalist.  He  is  not  only  the  channel 
through  which  news  is  disseminated  and  public 
opinion  expressed,  but  is  often  called  upon  to 
mould  public  sentiment  and  champion  measures 
of  public  utility.  In  a  large  measure  he,  through 
his  paper,  becomes  the  organ  of  the  people;  the 
exponent  of  the  product  of  their  deliberations. 
This  being  the  case,  how  important  it  is  that  edi¬ 
tors  should  be  men  of  ability,  integrity  and  of 
high  character;  that  they  should  be  conscien¬ 
tious,  painstaking,  and  imbued  with  a  deep  sense 
of  their  responsibility.  Such  is  the  character  of 
the  man  who  now  has  charge  of  the  Ralls  County 
“Record,”  the  leading  paper  of  the  county.  He 
is  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  in  Harrisonburg,  January  8,  1847.  His  parents 
were  Charles  A.  and  Susan  J.  (Dougherty)  Bur¬ 
nett,  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Charles 
was  the  son  of  William,  born  in  the  same  State, 
of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  The  latter  was  a  farm¬ 
er,  a  man  of  large  means  and  prominence,  and 


lived  and  died  in  Virginia.  Charles,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  a  tailor  by  trade 
and  emigrated  to  Missouri  in  the  spring  of  i860, 
locating  at  Paris,  where  he  remained  about  twen¬ 
ty  years,  pursuing  his  vocation.  He  departed 
this  life  at  Higginsville,  Mo.,  in  1893.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  advocated  the  principles  inaugurated  by 
Jackson.  In  religion  he  was  an  adherent  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Susan,  his  wife,  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Daugherty,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
parents  when  a  child.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  in  that  faith  she  passed 
to  the  life  beyond  in  1875.  She  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children:  Sallie,  John,  Nannie,  Joe,  Jen¬ 
nie,  Lucy,  Nettie,  Fannie,  Ida,  and  Charles,  all 
living  and  married.  Sallie  is  the  wife  of  A.  B. 
Long  of  Paris,  Mo.;  Nannie  was  married  to  R. 
A.  H.  Hall  of  Greenton,  Mo.;  Jennie  is  now  the 
widow  of  W.  L.  Smiley  of  Higginsville,  Mo.; 
Lucy  became  the  wife  of  John  G.  Harris  of  Chi¬ 
cago;  Nettie  was  married  to  William  T.  Goss  of 
Nevada,  Mo.;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  A.  Chipley 
of  Shelbina,  Mo.,  and  Ida  is  now  Mrs.  Walter 
Hutchason  of  Higginsville.  After  attending 
school  up  to  about  the  age  of  fourteen  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
printer’s  trade  in  Paris,  Mo.,  in  the  office  of  the 
“Mercury.”  He  passed  through  all  the  grades 
of  the  business,  and  acquired  such  proficiency 
that,  in  1873,  he  became  a  partner,  and  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  “Mercury”  for  thirty-five  years, 
when  he  sold  out  his  interest  to  take  possession 
of  the  “Record,”  which  he  had  purchased.  He 
took  possession  on  September  i,  1895,  and  in 
conducting  this  well-known  paper  he  brings  to 
bear  an  experience  as  a  newspaper  man  of  thirty- 
five  years.  The  “Record”  is  a  six-column  quarto, 
issued  every  Friday,  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
Ralls  County  and  the  principles  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
with  the  ability  and  long  experience  of  its  editor, 
that  the  “Record”  will  be  ably  conducted. 

Mr.  Burnett  was  united  in  marriage,  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1874,  to  Fannie,  daughter  of  Volney  and 
Elizabeth  (Stone)  Gore,  a  native  of  Bloomfield, 
Ky.,  where  her  parents  lived  and  died.  This 
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union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children;  Vol- 
ney  G.,  Herbert,  Horace,  Jet¥  G.,  Ella,  and  Lyle, 
of  whom  Herbert  and  Horace  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnett  are  members  of  the  Chri.s- 
tian  Church.  Mr.  Burnett  is  a  member  of  the. 
IMasonic  Order,  belonging  to  the  Paris  Union 
Lodge,  No.  19;  Monroe  Chapter,  No.  16;  Par¬ 
sifal  Commandery,  No.  44,  K.  T.  Pie  is  now 
Past  blaster.  Past  High  Priest,  and  Past  Emi¬ 
nent  Commander. 

Editor  Burnett  is  making  many  friends  in  his 
new  field  of  labor,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  pre¬ 
dict  that  he  will  make  of  the  “Record”  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  influential  country  journals  in 
the  State. 


WILLIAM  D.  BISHOP  of  Section  28, 
Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  is  a 
man  of  more  than  usual  intelligence 
and  information.  He  possesses  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion  and  during  his  early  career  taught  school  for 
several  years,  in  Virginia  and  in  Missouri.  Edu¬ 
cational  matters  have  always  had  great  interest 
for  him  and  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  he  has 
advocated  better  advantages  in  this  direction  for 
the  rising  generation.  He  believes  that  in  this 
lies  the  solution  of  many  of  the  great  problems 
of  our  country,  concurring  thus  with  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  most  of  our  statesmen  and  political  econ¬ 
omists. 

IMr.  Bishop  is  a  native  of  Fauquier  County, 
V'a.,  having  been  born  August  12,  1832,  and  was 
brought  up  in  that  section.  Good  principles  of 
life  and  action  were  instilled  imo  liim  both  by 
example  and  precept  by  his  worthy  parents,  and 
the  foundations  of  his  character  were  thus  laid 
along  lines  of  the  utmost  honor  and  integrity, 
kindness  to  his  fellows,  and  fair  judgment  to  all. 
He  obtained  a  good  education  and  pursued  his 
higher  studies  in  an  academy  of  his  native 
county.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  with  his  maternal  uncle,  Harvey  C.  Glass¬ 
cock,  and  stayed  several  months  in  Hannibal. 
Then  obtaining  a  certificate,  he  taught  school  in 


jMarion  County  for  a  year,  after  which  he  returned 
on  a  visit  of  a  few  months  to  his  Virginia  home. 
Coming  back  to  the  West,  he  had  charge  of  a 
school  at  Hydesburg,  IMo.,  for  three  consecutive 
years,  and  all  together  was  a  teacher  for  nine 
years.  .  It  was  not  until  1864  that  he  turned  his 
exclusive  attention  to  farming,  though  for  a  short 
time  previously  he  had  conducted  a  farm  in  Mar¬ 
ion  County.  In  1864  he  rented  a  farm  near 
Hydesburg,  Ralls  County,  and  at  the  end  of  his 
year’s  lease  moved  to  Sidney,  where  he  engaged 
in  agriculture  for  tw'O  years.  Then,  for  three 
years,  he  was  a  tenant  on  his  present  farm,  during 
this  interval  laying  up  money  wdth  wdiich  to  pur¬ 
chase  land  of  his  own.  In  1871  he  made  the  first 
payment  on  his  homestead  which  now  comprises 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  of  fertile  and 
arable  soil.  The  proprietor  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers’  and  Laborers’  Union  and  is  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  wdth  the  tillers  of  the  soil.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  a  Democrat. 

April  3,  1862,  Air.  Bishop  married  Alary  E. 
Neal,  who  w'as  born  in  Alarion  County,  AIo.,  near 
Hydesburg,  February  6,  1829.  Her  parents 
were  James  and  Elizabeth  fHornback)  Neal,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky.  They  were  married  in  the 
Blue  Grass  State  and  came  as  pioneers  to  Ralls 
County.  Some  years  later  they  located  perma¬ 
nently  in  Alarion  County.  Air.  Neal  was  an  ex¬ 
tensive  farmer  and  a  man  of  prominence  in  the 
community.  His  family  comprise  the  following: 
Alichael,  John  W.,  and  Thomas,  deceased;  Ruth 
P.,  who  married  Owen  T.  Barbee,  who  is  now  a 
retired  farmer  of  Alarion  County;  she  is  deceased; 
Alartha  A.,  wife  of  James  Jones,  a  farmer  of  Alar¬ 
ion  County;  Alary,  Airs.  Bishop;  Joseph,  who 
W’as  a  Captain  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  was 
killed  at  Fort  Blakely,  Aliss.,  and  James  W.,  a 
farmer  of  Alarion  County.  Airs.  Bishop  died 
January  30,  1891,  leaving  two  children,  a  son 
and  daughter,  who  are  now  both  at  home  with 
their  father.  James  H.  is  a  minister  in  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  the  daughter. 
Alary  A.,  is  her  father’s  housekeeper.  The  fam¬ 
ily  have  for  years  been  associated  wdth  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  South  and  are  liberal 
contributors  to  its  enterprises. 
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The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and 
Mary  (Glasscock)  Bishop,  natives  of  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion.  The  former  died  in  January,  1863,  aged 
sixty-two  years,  and  the  latter  departed  this  life 
in  1874,  aged  sixty-one.  They  were  married  in 
Fauquier  County,  Va.,  where  Mr.  Bishop  died, 
and  a  few  years  later  our  subject  returned  home 
and  brought  his  widowed  mother  to  'Ralls 
County.  She  lived  with  him  from  that  time  until 
her  death.  The  father  was  an  extensive  farmer 
and  owned  a  number  of  slaves,  but  notwithstand¬ 
ing  this,  was  in  politics  an  old  line  Whig.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  INIethodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  family  numbered  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest  died 
in  infancy:  Sarah  J.  is  also  deceased;  William 
D.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Margaret  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Albert  McAllister  of  Loudoun  County, 
Va.;  Eliza  C.  married  Preston  Turner,  a  Lou¬ 
doun  County  farmer;  Marietta,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  J.  P.  Wilson  of  California;  Harvey  B., 
farmer  of  Ralls  County,  and  Hezekiah,  the 
youngest,  is  still  living  on  a  farm  in  Virginia. 


JAMES  LONERGAN,  ESQ.,  is  one  of  those 
progressive,  wide-awake  farmers  who  find 
both  pleasure  and  profit  in  cultivating  the 
soil  and  by  means  of  dignity  and  ability  tend  to 
raise  the  standard  of  their  occupation.  ]\'Ir.  Lon- 
ergan  is  one  of  the  old  and  honored  residents  of 
Pike  County,  and  was  born  in  the  southern  part 
of  Ireland,  in  County  Tipperary,  April  5,  1819. 
To  his  parents,  William  and  Mary  (Quinn)  Lon- 
ergan,  were  born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  he 
was  the  eighth.  Of  this  large  family  five  only 
survive,  who  are:  Bridget,  wife  of  John  Quinn; 
Johanna,  married  a  Mr.  Bannan,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  Col.  P.  F.,  who  lives  retired  in  Dwight, 
Ill.,  with  one  of  his  sons,  a  prominent  physician 
of  that  place;  John  V.  Lonergan,  a  machinist  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  and  after  attaining  mature  years 


was  married  to  Miss  Quinn,  likewise  of  Irish 
birth  and  parentage.  His  business  was  that  of  a 
general  merchant  and  the  income  derived  thereby 
was  fairly  good.  Later  in  life,  accompanied  by  a 
portion  of  his  family,  he  emigrated  to  America, 
locating  in  Canada.  After  two  or  three  years’ 
residence  there,  and  being  satisfied  that  he  de¬ 
sired  to  make  it  his  future  home,  he  returned  to 
Ireland  and  in  1830  brought  the  remainder  of 
the  family  over  to  the  new  home,  located  near 
Montreal.  But  he  remained  here  only  three 
years,  when  he  crossed  the  line  into  the  States 
and  took  up  his  abode  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  destined  to  spend  his  last  days.  He  died 
in  1840.  He  was  a  very  wide-awake  and  pro¬ 
gressive  man,  and  ere  he  had  spent  many  years 
in  this  country  he  became  a  naturalized  citizen, 
and  was  a  supporter  of  all  movements  pertaining 
to  public  welfare.  After  his  removal  to  Potts¬ 
ville  he  retired  from  active  life  and  prepared  to 
pass  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  comfort.  He 
was  noted  for  his  hospitality  and  had  many  friends 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

James  Lonergan,  our  subject,  was  a  lad  of 
about  eleven  years  at  the  date  of  the  removal  of 
the  family  to  America  and  his  education,  which 
was  limited,  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  country.  He  was  a  youth  of  push  and 
energy  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  left  the 
parental  roof  and  began  in  life  for  himself.  Turn¬ 
ing  his  face  westward,  he  came  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
arriving  there  in  the  spring  of  1836.  Apprentic¬ 
ing  himself  to  a  carpenter  he  spent  three  years  in 
that  city  mastering  the  trade,  and  in  1839  removed 
to  what  is  now  Red  Bud,  Randolph  County,  Ill. 
There  he  began  life  under  brighter  auspices,  reap¬ 
ing  the  full  benefits  of  his  early  labors  as  a  car¬ 
penter. 

In  1841  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Bridget  O’Neill,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
on  November  26.  In  1849  he  purchased  the  land 
on  which  Red  Bud  now  stands,  which  he  cleared 
from  the  thick  undergrowth  of  trees  and  bushes 
and  built  thereon  a  carpenter  shop.  The  hamlet 
soon  grew  into  a  village,  thus  furnishing  him 
plenty  of  work,  and  from  this  time  on  prosperity 
attended  his  efforts.  In  1850  he  was  honored  by 
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being  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  his 
efficient  services  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
appertaining  to  that  office  he  was,  after  four  years’ 
service,  elected  the  second  time,  but  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  this  term  his  removal  from  Red  Bud 
compelled  him  to  tender  his  resignation. 

In  October,  1854,  our  subject  went  to  Lou¬ 
isiana,  where  he  located  and  lived  for  ten  years. 
During  that  time  he  was  interested  in  various  en¬ 
terprises,  which  proved  successful,  and  in  1864 
he  purchased  and  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
to  the  Magistracy  of  his  district  and  for  four  suc¬ 
cessive  terms  of  four  years  each  filled  the  office 
faithfully,  discharging  the  duties  thereof  in  a  ca¬ 
pable  and  satisfactory  manner. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lonergan  there  have  been 
born  eight  children,  only  one  of  whom  survives, 
Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James  Hickson,  a  progressive 
farmer  of  this  county.  Shortly  after  his  removal 
to  Louisiana  a  cloud  of  sorrow  darkened  the  home 
of  our  subject  in  the  death  of  the  wife  and  mother, 
who  passed  away  February  23,  1856. 

Esq.  Lonergan  during  the  years  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  here  has,  by  his  upright  life,  gained  the  re¬ 
spect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  all  worthy  en¬ 
terprises  and  has  done  his  share  toward  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  this  section.  He  is  ever  ready  to 
assist  suffering  humanity,  and  has  lightened 
many  a  heavy  heart  by  words  of  cheer  and  com¬ 
fort.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and  in  his  re¬ 
ligious  views  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 


JAMES  C.  M’CLURE.  Numbered  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Louisiana,  Pike 
County,  is  this  well-known  builder  and  stone 
contractor.  He  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  his 
acquaintances  and  has  an  enviable  reputation  for 
straightforwardness  and  integrity  of  word  and 
deed.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Home  Eorum 
Benefit  Association  and  is  President  of  the  local 


lodge  No.  180,  of  Louisiana.  On  matters  of  po¬ 
litical  importance  he  is  always  to  be  found  on  the 
side  of  the  Democracy. 

Joseph  jMcClure,  father  of  the  above-named 
gentleman,  was  born  in  Argyle,  Scotland,  and 
with  his  father,  John,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  family,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1805, 
locating  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
wife,  who  was  Miss  Mary  Sweeney,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland  and  their  family  comprised  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Joseph;  Mafia,  who  married  Solon  Le- 
mars;  John  W.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Garrison; 
Minerva,  who  died  unmarried.  Joseph  McClure 
obtained  a  common  school  education  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  learned  the  stone-mason’s  trade,  in 
which  occupation  his  entire  active  life  passed,  his 
death  occurring  at  his  old  home  in  Greene 
County  November  12,  1865.  Eor  twenty  years  he 
was  a  class  leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  personal  habits  and  life  were 
above  reproach.  Politically  he  used  his  ballot  in 
behalf  of  the  Democracy.  His  wife,  Rebecca 
South,  her  name  before  marriage,  was  born  in 
1829,  and  died  in  1881.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Mary  (Eberly)  South,  who  had  emi¬ 
grated  to  Pennsylvania  from  Ireland  and  engaged 
in  agriculture ;  both  lived  to  be  about  ninety  years 
of  age.  James  C.,  of  this  sketch,  is  one  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being:  Louisa,  wife  of  George 
Shaw,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.;  John  Milton,  living 
in  Greene  County,  Pa.;  Charles  Wesley,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Logan  County,  Kan.;  IMary  (Mrs.  James 
Hill),  of  Uniontown,  Pa.;  one  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Clement  L.,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

J.  C.  McClure  was  born  August  8,  1845, 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  where  he  secured  a  good 
education  and  learned  the  trade  at  which  his 
father  was  employed.  In  1868  he  started  forth 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  proceeded 
as  far  as  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  Ter.,  that  point  being 
the  terminus  of  the  U.  P.  Ry.  at  the  time.  He 
secured  a  position  as  conductor  on  a  construction 
train  through  the  influence  of  an  old  friend,  Capt. 
Abrams,  who  had  formerly  run  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  River.  ]\Ir.  McClure  was  in  charge  of  the 
train  for  only  three  weeks  when  all  hands  were 
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captured  by  the  Indians  under  Black  Kettle;  the 
engineer  and  fireman  were  killed  and  the  savages 
started  off  with  their  other  captives,  when  they 
were  overtaken  by  Gen.  Custer’s  command  and 
the  little  party  was  by  this  means  restored  to  free¬ 
dom.  Mr.  McClure  then  became  one  of  the  sur¬ 
veying  party  which  engaged  in  laying  out  the 
line  from  Cheyenne  to  Denver,  and  subsequently 
was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  on  the  old 
Southern  Pacific  route.  During  this  period  he 
spent  some  time  in  parts  of  Utah  and  Salt  Lake 
City  and  later  (in  1869)  returned  to  Cheyenne  by 
way  of  Ogden,  over  the  old  stage  route.  Thence 
he  went  to  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  and  then  to  Mar¬ 
shall  County,  Ill.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  about  two  years.  His  next  venture  was  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  tract  of  land  in  Taylor  County,  Iowa,  and 
for  three  years  he  improved  and  managed  this 
farm.  In  1871  he  took  a  contract  for  grading  a 
portion  of  the  B.  &  N.  Ry.  from  Creston  to  Bed¬ 
ford,  and  on  the  completion  of  this  work  obtained 
another  contract  for  grading  the  ground  around 
the  depots  of  the  Sheridan  Branch  of  the  samie 
road.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  graded  three  miles 
of  the  B.  &  S.  W.,  having  his  headquarters  at 
Unionville,  Mo.,  after  which  he  went  to  Hanni¬ 
bal  and  did  contract  work  on  the  Sni  Levee  for 
some  two  years.  Then  settling  on  a  farm  in  Ross 
Township,  Pike  County,  Ill.,  he  remained  until 
the  fall  of  1881 ;  since  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  his  home  has  been  in  Louisiana,  where  he 
has  permanently  located.  Many  of  the  best  build¬ 
ings  in  the  city  stand  as  evidence  of  his  mechan¬ 
ical  skill  and  knowledge  of  his  trade;  among 
many  others  may  be  mentioned  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Louisiana  and  the  Christian  Church  at 
Frankford,  put  up  by  him  and  considered  fine 
specimens  of  architecture.  In  1891  Mr.  McClure 
entered  into  partnership  with  Henry  L.  Hart, 
which  connection  still  exists. 

August  16,  1865,  Mr.  McClure  and  Lydia  J. 
Tuttle,  of  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  were  united  in 
marriage,  the  lady  being  the  daughter  of  Ely 
and  Sophia  (Kretchum)  Tuttle;  she  departed  this 
life  December  i,  1881,  in  Louisiana.  Mr.  McClure 
married  a  second  time,  his  union  with  Miss 
Charlie  A.  Clayton  being  celebrated  September 


3,  1883.  Mrs.  McClure  is  a  daughter  of  Madison 
and  Elizabeth  (Lamberson)  Clayton,  natives  of 
Pike  County,  Mo.  The  former  is  living  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  but  the  latter  is  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClure  have  one  child,  a  bright 
little  son,  Earl  Ray  by  name.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
take  great  interest  in  religious  matters. 


JOHN  R.  BAXTER  for  many  years  pursued 
agriculture  with  zeal  and  intelligence,  win¬ 
ning  from  the  soil  an  abundant  share  of  the 
various  grains  which  he  cultivated,  and  in  this 
way  secured  a  handsome  competence.  He  is  one 
of  the  largest  landowners  in  Ralls  County,  and  is 
at  present  living  retired  near  his  splendid  estate, 
including  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of 
land,  located  on  Sections  8  and  20,  Township  56, 
Range  6,  and  Township  55,  Range  6,  Sections 
4  and  5,  Ralls  County.  His  home  is  in  Hunting- 
ton,  where  he  has  a  beautiful  residence  and  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  early  years  of  toil. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Palmyra,  this  State, 
January  28,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Fry)  Baxter,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The 
father  died  in  1855,  when  aged  fifty-five  years. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1844,  aged  thirty- 
six.  They  were  united  in  marriage  in  Marion 
County,  Mo.,  whence  the  father  came  in  1818. 
He  remained  only  a  short  time,  however,  when 
he  returned  to  the  Blue  Grass  region  and  lived 
until  1821,  when  he  again  came  to  Marion 
County,  settling  near  Palmyra,  where  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  was  passed.  He  was  a  very 
successful  farmer  and  a  prominent  politician, 
serving  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party. 

By  his  union  with  Miss  Fry,  Elijah  Baxter  be¬ 
came  the  parent  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
as  follows:  Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Lewis  H.  Gardner,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Eliza¬ 
beth  married  Theodore  Palmer  and  both  are  de¬ 
ceased;  John  R.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next 
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born;  William  is  engaged  in  farming  the  old 
homestead,  near  Palmyra;  Benjamin  F.  and 
Henry  are  deceased;  the  next  born  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  Susan  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Brown,  a  well-to-do  agriculturist  of  iMarion 
County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  well  trained  to 
farm  life  and  worked  at  this  vocation  when  not  in 
school  on  the  old  homestead.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  1852,  when  he  began  in  life  for 
himself.  He  came  to  Ralls  County  at  that  time, 
making  location  in  this  township,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  about  a  year.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  removed  to  Salt  River  Township, 
near  Perry,  and  for  three  years  following  made 
that  section  his  home.  We  next  find  him  occu¬ 
pying  property  near  New  London,  and  three 
years  later  he  removed  to  iMarion  County,  set¬ 
tling  eight  miles  west  of  Hannibal.  He  was  there 
for  eight  years,  when  he  returned  to  this  county 
and  township,  and  for  ten  years  was  a  resident 
near  Cincinnati.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came 
to  his  present  farm  where  he  has  continued  to 
make  his  home  ever  since.  That  he  has  been 
successful  is  acknowledged  by  all,  for  his  large 
estate  attests  to  that  fact.  His  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  located  in  all  the  county,  and  during  the 
years  in  which  lie  operated  it  brought  forth  a 
large  income.  The  fields  are  finely  improved 
and  the  buildings  which  have  been  erected  there¬ 
on  are  neat,  substantial,  and  include  every  neces¬ 
sary  and  convenient  edifice. 

Mr.  Baxter  was  married  in  this  county,  in  1852, 
to  Miss  iMargaret  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Indi¬ 
ana  and  died  four  years  after  her  marriage,  when 
twenty-three  years  old.  To  them  was  born  a 
son,  Theophilus,  who  is  at  present  engaged  in  the 
grain  business*  at  Center,  this  county.  In  1858, 
Air.  Baxter  was  married  to  Aliss  Alinerva  Rich¬ 
ards,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Bath  County,  Ky., 
October  16,  1837.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Elizabeth  (Moore)  Richards,  natives  of 
Kentucky,  where  they  were  married  and  lived  un¬ 
til  1853.  That  year  they  came  to  Ralls  County  1 


and  made  their  home  near  Perry,  where  Air. 
Richards  is  still  living.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  while  on  a  visit  at  Hannibal,  in  1873,  when 
in  her  fifty-fourth  year.  John  L.  Richards  was 
born  in  the  year  1811,  and  during  the  years  in 
which  he  followed  farming  accumulated  a  hand¬ 
some  fortune,  which  he  is  now  enjoying.  He  is 
prominent  in  his  community  and  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  gives  liberally  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  its  work.  In  politics  he  votes  in  the 
Democratic  ranks. 

To  Air.  and  Airs.  Richards  there  were  born  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  the  wife  of  our 
subject  and  her  twin  sister  Alary  were  the  eldest. 
The  latter  is  now  deceased.  James  W.  is  a  mer¬ 
chant  in  Nevada.  Isaac  is  deceased.  Catherine 
married  E.  Hopkins,  a  carpenter  of  Perry,  and 
she  too  is  deceased.  Sarah  is  Airs.  John  AIoss 
and  her  husband  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  this 
county.  Alarion  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Perry.  Eliza  is  at  home  with  her 
father.  Thomas  is  deceased.  Alpheus  is  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Perry.  Charles  is  at 
home  and  John  L.,  Jr.,  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  near 
Perry. 

To  Air.  and  Airs.  Baxter  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  as  follows:  Alary  C.  is  the  wife  of 
John  AT  Watts,  a  farmer  of  this  township.  William 
L.  is  practicing  law  at  Elreno,  Okla.  Dora  is  de¬ 
ceased.  Annie  AT  married  Wallace  Bond,  a  car¬ 
penter  of  Alonroe  City,  and  Effie  G.  is  attending 
college  at  Fulton,  AIo. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
father,  our  subject  is  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the 
position  of  Elder  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  He 
possesses  intelligent  views  on  political  questions 
and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  active  in  all  good  work  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  is  in  fact  a  man  whose  sketch  will 
do  honor  to  our  volume,  and  prove  interesting 
to  the  many  friends  who  hold  him  in  the  highest 
esteem. 


J.  W.  LYELL. 


MRS.  J.  W.  LYELL. 
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JOHN  W.  LYELL. 


JOHN  W.  LYELL  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  wealthy  agriculturists  of  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  his  home  being  in  Township  58,  Range 
8.  He  is  practically  retired  from  active  business 
and  now  rents  out  the  main  part  of  his  land,  which 
comprises  some  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  four 
hundred  and  eighty  of  which  are  under  cultiva¬ 
tion,  corn  and  wheat  being  the  chief  products  of 
the  latter  portion  of  the  rented  land. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Westmoreland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Va.,  August  21,  1829,  and  is  one  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  named  as 
follows;  Mary,  Thomas  T.,  Lucy  F.,  A^irginia  H., 
Albert  G.,  Bertha  Ann,  George  and  Julia;  four 
only  of  the  number  are  living.  Their  parents  were 
John  A.  and  Sarah  (Plummer)  Lyell,  both  natives 
of  Westmoreland  County,  Va.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  farm  until  1831, 
when  with  his  wife  and  four  children  he  emigrated 
to  Marion  County ;  settling  on  the  Ragar  Farm  in 
this  township,  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  timber  land,  cleared  it  and  made  many 
improvements  on  the  place.  Afterward  he  built 
a  flouring-mill  near  Ebenezer  Church  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  business  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  August,  1861.  His  faithful  wife  did  not 
long  survive  him,  as  her  demise  took  place  the 
following  year. 

John  Lyell  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  was 
taken  with  the  prevalent  gold  fever  and  went  to 
the  “Rough-and-Ready  Diggins,”  Placer  Coun¬ 
ty,  Cal.  He  engaged  in  mining,  but  was  not  very 
successful  and  returned  home  in  1853.  After 
staying  with  his  father  about  a  year  the  latter  gave 


him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Shelby 
County,  Mo.  The  young  man  took  charge  of  his 
new  farm  and  lived  thereon  for  a  year,  when  he 
married  and  for  the  next  fourteen  years  continued 
as  a  resident  of  Shelby  County;  then  selling  out 
his  homestead  he  came  back  to  Marion  County 
and  bought  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since 
lived  without  interruption. 

November  6,  1854,  John  Lyell  chose,  as  a  com¬ 
panion  on  life’s  journey.  Miss  Emily  E.  Sharp. 
Her  parents,  James  A.  and  Elizabeth  F.  (Swindell) 
Sharp,  were  both  natives  of  Virginia;  they  settled 
in  this  region  at  an  early  day  and  were  always 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1852  Mr.  Sharp  bought 
the  homestead  now  owned  by  Mr.  Lyell;  in  1872 
he  sold  his  place  and  with  his  wife  went  to  Mon¬ 
roe  City,  where  they  both  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyell  have  had  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Mollie, 
wife  of  Oscar  Paul  of  this  county;  Virginia  B. 
(Mrs.  Cass  Landrum)  of  Shelby  County;  John 
T.  (deceased);  Annie  F.,  wife  of  John  Cox  of 
Shelbina,  Mo.;  Minnie  Lee,  Joseph  S.,  Lizzie 
(died  when  twenty-three  years  of  age);  Lena  N., 
Burnaldotte,  James  S.  and  Laura  Etta.  The  chil¬ 
dren  have  received  good  educations,  thus  being 
well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  life. 

In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Lyell  was  a  Whig, 
but  for  many  years  has  given  his  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party.  During  the  war  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  service,  under  Gen.  McCol- 
lough,  and  took  part  in  two  engagements,  but  was 
never  injured  in  any  way.  He  and  his  good  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  at  Warren  and  enjoy  the  good  will  and 
friendship  of  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 
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Andrew  w.  lydick  is  one  of  the  old 

and  honored  residents  of  IMarion  County, 
his  home  being  on  Section  30,  Township 
59,  Range  6.  He  has  been  the  proprietor  of  this 
homestead  since  1871,  but  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  place  ten  years  prior  to  becoming  its  pur¬ 
chaser.  His  life  has  been  an  interesting  one,  re¬ 
plete  with  incident  and  unusual  adventures  in  the 
New  West.  Personally  he  is  a  typical  Southern 
gentleman,  preserving  the  well-known  hospitable 
and  kind-hearted  characteristics  attributed  to  the- 
better  class  of  people  inhabiting  the  South. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  with 
his  daughter  immigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  settling  near  Paris.  The 
grandfather  followed  his  trade  of  a  stonemason 
and  was  killed  by  falling  from  a  scaffold  while 
engaged  in  building  a  distillery.  His  wife  was  a 
Kentucky  lady  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth  Lighter, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  with  three  children, 
namely:  John,  Elizabeth,  who  married  James 
Triplet  and  afterward  came  to  Missouri  with  the 
Lydick  family,  and  Andrew,  who  was  killed  in 
early  manhood  by  being  thrown  from  a  horse. 
John  Lydick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom  in 
Bourbon  County,  six  miles  from  Paris,  August  4, 
1802,  and  for  his  day  received  a  good  education. 
Owing  to  his  father’s  death  the  care  of  the  estate 
and  slaves  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  Before  leav¬ 
ing  Kentucky,  which  he  did  in  1832,  he  married 
Ann  W.  Biddle,  whose  father's  cousin,  Nicholas 
Biddle,  was  President  of  the  United  States  Bank 
and  for  many  years  Sheriff  of  Bourbon  County. 
Our  subject’s  parents  determined  to  try  their  for¬ 
tune  in  Missouri  in  the  year  previously  men¬ 
tioned  and  brought  with  them  a  number  of  slaves 
and  wagons  loaded  with  their  worldly  goods. 
While  crossing  the  White  River,  for  they  made 
the  trip  by  way  of  St.  Charles,  the  little  party 
came  very  near  being  drowned,  and  but  for  the 
supreme  efforts  made  by  their  noble  horses  this 
history  would  never  have  been  written.  After 
many  other  incidents,  more  or  less  unpleasant, 
they  arrived  at  Palmyra  November  4,  on  the  eve 
of  the  election  of  President  Jackson.  The  place 
was  then  but  a  small  village  and  Indians  were 
numerous  as  well  as  hunters  and  other  types  of 
the  pioneer. 


The  first  purchase  of  John  Lydick  was  an 
eighty-acre  tract,  which  he  bought  of  William  L. 
Robinson,  who  had  entered  the  land  from  the 
Government;  on  this  property  now  stands  the 
Marion  County  Poor  House.  Mr.  Lydick  sub¬ 
sequently  owned  various  tracts  of  land  and  his 
home  place  numbered  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  In  1848  he  built  a  substantial  brick  house, 
which  is  still  in  use;  he  finally  sold  the  place  in 
1854  and  with  his  wife  went  to  Shelby  County, 
i\Io.,  making  their  home  with  their  married  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  David  Parsons.  This  lady  was  strick¬ 
en  with  smallpKOx  and  from  her  the  father  took 
the  dread  disease,  dying  in  February,  1873;  his 
wife  survived  him  some  ten  years  and  both  were 
buried  in  Shelby  County.  They  were  members 
of  the  first  church  organized  at  Palmyra  and  were 
devoted  IMethodists.  The  father  was  on  the 
Building  Committee,  under  whose  auspices  the 
first  church  edifice  in  the  county  seat  was  erected, 
and  held  the  offices  of  Steward  and  Class  Leader. 
After  the  division  in  the  church  he  affiliated  with 
the  southern  branch.  For  years  he  was  Road 
Overseer  and  politically  was  a  Henr}^  Clay  Whig, 
later  becoming  a  Democrat.  However,  he  was 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  Union,  though  he  was 
not  a  participant  in  the  war.  Socially  he  was  a 
iMaster  hlason  for  years  and  held  various  offices 
in  Palmyra  Lodge. 

Andrew  W.  Lydick,  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
September  28,  1828,  and  is  one  of  three  surviving 
members  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  some  of 
whose  names  are  as  follows :  i\Irs.  Lorena  Collins 
of  Canton,  Mo.;  William  B.,  who  has  not  been 
heard  from  for  many  years;  Ann  E.,  Amanda  E., 
Cassander,  Benjamin  and  Frances  died  in  child¬ 
hood. 

Our  subject  was  only  four  years  old  when  he 
WAS  brought  by  his  parents  to  Missouri  and  from 
that  time  until  reaching  his  majority  he  lived  at 
home.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  Pal¬ 
myra  and  also  the  private  schools  taught  by  Mr. 
Hyde  and  Rev.  F.  B.  Sheeps,  an  Episcopal  min¬ 
ister  and.  well  known  as  an  educator  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  In  1850  ]\Ir.  Lydick  started  for  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  going  across  the  plains;  a  part  of  the 
journey  was  made  by  ox  or  horse  team,  but  he 
was  obliged  to  walk  about  two-thirds  of  the  dis- 
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tance.  Provisions  were  often  very  scarce  and 
sometimes  the  men  of  the  train  were  glad  to  eat 
mule  flesh  and  paid  one  dollar  a  pint  for  flour. 
At  first  our  subject  located  on  the  middle  fork  of 
the  Calaveras  River  and  in  1851  went  to  Onion 
Valley.  After  drifting  around  from  Feather 
River  Valley  to  Hopkins  Creek,  thence  to  San 
Francisco  County  and  Sacramento,  he  located  at 
Mountain  Springs,  Palaza  County,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  butcher  business  for  one  and  a  half 
years.  Once  while  at  Onion  Valley  he  had  about 
seventeen  hundred  dollars,  but  heavy  snows  came 
on,  provisions  became  exorbitant  in  price  and  he 
was  obliged  to  spend  everything  he  had  in  order 
to  live.  In  1855  he  went  to  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountains,  but  was  forced  to  leave  by  the  In¬ 
dians.  At  length  he  came  home  in  1856  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  and  New  York  City.  He  had  made 
large  sums  of  money,  but  had  been  forced  to 
spend  it  about  as  fast  as  it  came  into  his  posses¬ 
sion,  and  the  result  was  that  he  was  but  little 
richer  when  he  arrived  at  home  than  when  he  left. 

September  10,  1857,  Mr.  Lydick  married  Mal¬ 
vina,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Mary  (Boulware) 
Johnson,  natives  of  Kentucky.  She  was  born 
May  3,  1834,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  namely:  William  A., 
foreman  of  the  Empire  Lime  Kiln,  Elmo,  IMo.; 
Maggie  C.,  wife  of  George  Hitt  of  Philadelphia, 
Marion  County;  Anna  M.  (Mrs.  Addison  Hag¬ 
gard),  of  Oakwood,  Mo.;  Albert,  a  resident  of 
Shelby  County;  John  D.,  who  lives  with  his  par¬ 
ents;  James  G.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Jennie 
and  Edward  A.,  who  are  at  home. 

After  returning  from  California  Mr.  Lydick 
assisted  in  managing  the  old  home  farm  for  a 
year  and  then  rented  land  in  Fabius  Township 
until  1861 ;  the  next  ten  years  he  rented  the  prop¬ 
erty  which  he  has  owned  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  an  agri¬ 
culturist  and  has  a  farm  which  is  a  model  one  in 
every  respect.  He  has  seen  the  county  change 
from  a  wilderness  to  its  present  flourishing  and 
thrifty  condition  and  has  been  a  factor  in  its  de¬ 
velopment.  Since  1856  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  has  filled  most  of  the  offices 
in  Marion  Lodge  No.  31.  IMr.  and  IMrs.  Lydick 
have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church  South,  Pleasant  Grove,  for  about  forty 
years  and  their  children  are  now  connected  with 
the  same  congregation. 

The  unfortunate  differences  of  opinion  which 
made  trouble  in  so  many  homes  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  existed  in  the  case  of  the  family 
of  our  subject’s  father.  Two  of  his  sons  were  in 
the  Confederate  service  and  one  in  the  Federal 
Army.  Andrew  W.  Lydick  enlisted  with  the 
southern  forces  under  Gen.  Porter,  was  captured 
and  October  6,  1862,  was  placed  in  prison  at  Pal¬ 
myra.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  ten  men  were 
executed  there  and  three  days  later  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  St.  Louis  prison,  where  he  remained 
until  December.  He  was  next  sent  to  Alton,  Ill., 
and  January  i,  1863,  was  returned  to  St.  Louis, 
being  released  on  a  bond  of  two  thousand  dollars 
February  7.  As  he  had  no  money  he  walked  to 
St.  Charles,  where  a  Baptist  minister  gave  him 
his  breakfast  and  paid  his  fare  to  IMexico.  A 
kind  friend  there  furnished  him  with  a  horse  and 
from  Paris  to  Shelbina  he  made  the  journey  on 
foot.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who  assisted  in 
liberating  the  Confederate  prisoners  from  the  Pal¬ 
myra  jail  with  the  expectation  that  they  would 
rejoin  the  Southern  troops.  For  many  years  IMr. 
Lydick  has  supported  by  his  ballot  the  nominees 
of  the  Democracy. 


OHN  L.  TURNER  is  one  of  the  successful 
young  agriculturists  of  Marion  County  and 
makes  his  place  of  abode  on  Section  ii, 
Township  59,  Range  6.  In  1892  he  was  elected 
to  serve  as  member  of  the  Democratic  Central 
Committee  and  was  reelected  in  1894;  he  also 
served  as  Road  Overseer  for  a  number  of  years. 

John  M.  Turner,  grandfather  of  the  above,  was 
a  native  of  Tennessee  and-was  of  English  ancestr}". 
He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  reached 
middle  life,  when  he  took  up  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  and  gave  his  attention  to  that  profession  until 
old  age  forced  him  to  retire.  He  was  married  in 
Clay  County  to  Patience  McDonald,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children: 
James  P.,  Mary  and  Fannie,  who  became  the  wife 
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of  Mr.  W.  P.  Wendell  of  Clay  County,  Tenn.  The 
second  marriage  of  INIr.  Turner  was  with  Mary 
Sebastian,  who  is  now  dead;  by  his  second  mar¬ 
riage  he  had  three  children:  John,  Sarah  and 
Rebecca. 

James  P.,  father  of  J.  L.  Turner,  was  born  in 
Tennessee  December  21,  1832,  and  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Overton  County.  With  his 
parents  he  emigrated  to  La  Grange,  Lewis  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  about  1851,  prior  to  which  event,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  to¬ 
bacco,  cattle,  hogs,  etc.,  by  flat-boats  down  the 
Cumberland  and  jNIississippi  Rivers  to  New  Or¬ 
leans.  In  1851  he  returned  from  such  a  trip  very 
late  in  the  fall  and  paid  his  way  to  La  Grange 
on  a  steamboat,  but  at  a  point  below  Louisiana, 
Mo.,  the  boat  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the 
ice  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Turner  walked  to  Palmyra, 
reaching  there  with  just  thirty  cents,  which  he 
paid  to  the  stage-driver  for  the  ride  he  had  taken 
on  top  of  the  vehicle.  He  was  on  his  way  to  his 
unde,  William  H.  Turner,  who  had  located  at  La 
Grange,  but  was  unfortunately  laid  low  with  ty¬ 
phoid  fever.  As  soon  as  he  had  recovered  he 
proceeded  onward  and  was  employed  for  several 
years  by  his  relative,  who  was  a  partner  in  the 
first  flouring-mill  erected  in  that  city,  the  firm 
being  known  as  Turner  &  Cashman.  About  1856 
the  uncle  removed  to  Oregon  and  young  Tunier 
engaged  to  work  for  John  Talbert,  a  merchant. 
In  1858  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  store,  which  was  carried  on  under  the  name 
of  Turner,  Loutham  &  Co.  until  1862,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Turner  disposed  of  his  interest  and  the 
title  became  Talbert  &  Gray.  Then  for  a  few 
years  he  was  bookkeeper  for  that  firm  and  occu¬ 
pied  a  similar  position  with  A.  Quizenberry.  In 
1870  on  account  of  poor  health  he  moved  into  the 
country  and  engaged  in  farming  on  land  owned 
by  his  wife;  having  partiall}^  regained  his  strength 
he  went  into  the  lumber  business  when  two  years 
had  elapsed,  but  was  advised  by  his  physician  to 
retire.  He  did  so,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  was  more  or  less  of  an  invalid ;  he  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  November  22,  1891,  after  having 
been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  for 
eighteen  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  1.  O. 
O.  F.,  La  Grange.  August  23,  1859,  he  married 


Nannie  J.,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Alsia  J.  Shan¬ 
non,  the  ceremony  being  performed  at  the  house 
of  Col.  W.  C.  Dingle  of  Palmyra. 

John  L.  Turner  was  bom  in  La  Grange,  Lewis 
County,  August  19,  1861,  and  was  nine  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  moved  to  this  county.  He 
supplemented  his  elementary  education  by  taking 
a  complete  course  at  the  Christian  University, 
Canton,  Mo.,  under  President  R.  L.  Cave.  His 
sister  Jennie  also  attended  the  Christian  Univer¬ 
sity  and  the  Private  Normal  at  Stanberry,  Mo., 
and  is  a  successful  teacher.  The  younger  sister, 
Fannie,  more  commonly  called  Fay,  now  occu¬ 
pies  a  position  as  stenographer  and  typewriter  in 
the  IMcCormick  IMachine  Company,  Quincy,  Ill. 
After  his  father’s  death  our  subject  engaged  in 
managing  the  home  farm  and  is  so  employed  at 
the  present  time.  In  1890  he  held  a  position  in 
the  Union  Stock  Yards,  East  St.  Louis,  remaining 
there  for  the  winter.  He  is  a  member  of  Palmyra 
Lodge  No.  228,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  politically  is  a 
stanch  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  having  been  identified  with  the  con¬ 
gregation  at  Antioch  for  ten  years.  While  our 
subject’s  father  resided  at  La  Grange  he  was  as¬ 
sisting  the  Marshal  to  arrest  a  desperado  and  was 
wounded  by  the  man,  who  plunged  a  dirk  into  his 
head,  from  the  effects  of  which  iMr.  J.  P.  Turner 
never  fully  recovered. 


THO.MAS  R.  CONLON,  one  of  Hanni¬ 
bal’s  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens, 
served  from  1892  to  1894  as  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  having  been  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  to  represent  the  Second  Ward. 
He  did  most  efficient  service  as  Chairman  of  the 
Streets  and  Alleys  Committee,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Committees  on  Electric  Lights  and  Eire 
Department.  In  March,  1887,  he  opened  a  livery 
stable  on  Center  Street,  which  he  is  still  engaged 
in  managing.  Besides  this  he  is  interested  in  real 
estate  in  various  sections,  and  owns  valuable 
farms  and  town  property. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  29,  1848,  in 
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Galena,  Ill.,  his  parents  being  John  and  Catherine 
(Conlon)  Conlon,  both  natives  of  County  Meath, 
Ireland.  The  former,  a  son  of  John  and  Ann 
(Riley)  Conlon  was  born  in  i8i6,  and  in  1844 
crossed  the  briny  deep,  locating  in  New  York. 
After  living  there  for  two  years  he  went  to  Galena, 
Ill.,  where  he  obtained  a  position  as  foreman  in 
a  lumber  yard.  Seven  years  later  he  removed  to 
Alton,  Ill.,  where  he  occupied  a  similar  position 
in  a  lumber  yard  owned  by  J.  J.  Cruikshank,  Sr. 
In  1856  he  came  to  Hannibal,  though  still  in  the 
employ  of  the  same  man  with  whom  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  1871.  He  then  opened  a  yard  for 
himself  and  was  successfully  engaged  in  business 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  3, 
1889.  For  several  years  he  served  as  an  Aider- 
man  of  this  city,  and  was  an  ardent  Democrat 
politically.  In  1846  he  married  Catherine  Con¬ 
lon  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  had  two  children, 
namely:  Thomas  and  John.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  early  life  of  T,  R.  Conlon  was  passed  in 
Galena  and  Alton,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
parochial  schools.  When  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  H.  &  St.  Jo. 
R.  R.,  and  in  1868  he  began  running  on  the  I.  M. 
R.  R.,  from  St.  Louis  southward.  Subsequently 
he  served  for  eight  years  as  Passenger  Conductor. 
He  then  went  to  Virginia  and  was  Road 
Master  on  the  R.  &  A.  R.  R.  some  two 
years.  Coming  back  to  Missouri  he  obtained  a 
similar  position  on  the  Cotton  Belt  Line,  and  for 
about  eighteen  months  ran  between  Bird’s  Point 
and  Jonesboro,  Ark.  In  1879  opened  a  livery 
stable  at  Charleston,  Mo.,  and  while  a  resident 
of  the  place,  served  for  one  term  as  Mayor.  He 
owns  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
Mississippi  County,  Mo.,  which  is  cultivated  on 
shares.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a  two  hundred 
acre  farm  on  Section  16,  Township  5,  Range  5, 
Ralls  County,  Mo.  This  is  used  principally  as  a 
stock  farm  and  for  breeding  cattle,  horses  and 
mules.  Mr.  Conlon  keeps  a  high  grade  of  short¬ 
horn  cattle  and  other  noted  breeds. 

At  the  corner  of  Center  and  Ninth  streets,  Han¬ 
nibal,  is  situated  the  pleasant  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  family.  He  was  married  on  New  Year’s 


Day,  1874,  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Quincy  and 
Elizabeth  Johnson,  both  natives  of  Kentucky, 
and  now  deceased.  The  union  of  our  subject  and 
wife  has  been  blessed  by  six  children,  namely: 
IMinnie  C.,  Nora,  Thomas,  Sadie,  Effie  and  Daisy, 
who  died  in  childhood  at  Charleston,  Mo.  Mrs. 
Conlon  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while  our  subject  adheres  to  the  Catholic 
faith  in  which  he  was  reared.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  B.  O.  of  E. 


THEOPHILUS  BAXTER  is  a  native  of 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  born  September  3, 
1854,  and  of  German  ancestry,  though  a 
long  resident  of  this  country.  His  grandfather, 
Baxter,  was  a  farmer  in  Kentucky  and  in  1829 
moved  to  Missouri,  locating  in  Warwick  Town¬ 
ship  about  one  mile  west  of  Palmyra,  Mo.  Here 
he  entered  land  and  made  a  home,  rearing  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  children:  John  R.,  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject;  William,  who  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  and 
is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead;  Mary,  who 
married  L.  H.  Gardner  of  Ralls  County,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Susan,  married  William  Brown 
and  now  resides  in  Marion  County.  Of  the  chil¬ 
dren  three  are  living. 

John  R.  Baxter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Eebruary  29,  1829,  in  Marion  County,  Mo., 
soon  after  his  parents  came  to  the  State.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  on  the  home  farm  and  his 
education  received  in  the  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  he  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Wilson,  a  native  of  Missouri.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  he  located  in  Ralls  County, 
and  bought  the  farm  known  as  the  Kinney  farm, 
on  which  he  moved  and  remained  a  few  years. 
He  then  removed  to  another  place  in  this  county, 
within  three  miles  of  Perr}-,  where  he  purchased 
the  farm  and  remained  eight  years.  During  his 
residence  on  the  Kinney  farm  he  lost  his  first  wife, 
and  in  1857  was  married  to  IMinerva  Richards,  a 
native  of  Ralls  County,  and  daughter  of  Alonzo 
Richards.  Selling  the  farm  near  Perrv  he  moved 
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to  Saverton  Township  and  purchased  the  farm 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Here  he 
remained  one  year  and  again  sold  out  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  New  London. 
On  this  farm  he  remained  three  years,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1866  moved  to  iMarion  County  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm,  eight  miles  west  of  Hannibal.  In 
1874  he  again  sold  and  removed  to  Ralls  County 
and  bought  the  old  Ely  farm,  which  he  made  his 
residence  until  1881.  Before  this,  however,  he 
had  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land  ad¬ 
joining  the  Ely  farm,  making  it  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres.  He  subsequently  purchased 
other  tracts  until  he  owned  over  a  thousand  acres. 
This  was  his  home  until  1881,  when  he  disposed 
of  a  portion  of  his  land  and  moved  to  the  village 
of  Huntington  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a 
man  of  good  judgment  and  business  tact  and 
made  a  success  in  life.  After  moving  to  Hunting- 
ton  he  erected  a  store  building  and  engaged  in 
general  merchandise  about  one  year  when  his 
store  and  contents,  together  with  his  dwelling, 
were  all  destroyed  by  fire.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
fire  was  of  incendiary  origin.  Since  then  he  has 
practically  lived  a  retired  life.  He  has  for  a  greater 
part  of  his  life  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  is  active  and  prominent  in  church 
work  and  has  served  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  as  Deacon. 

By  the  union  of  John  R.  Baxter  and  Margaret 
Wilson  there  was  born  one  child,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch.  By  his  union  with  Minerva  Richards 
there  were  five  children,  as  follows:  iMary  C., 
who  married  John  Watts,  resides  in  Ralls  County; 
William  A.,  who  now  resides  in  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory;  Dora,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years;  Annie,  who  married  Wallace  Bond  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Monroe  County;  Effie,  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  with  his 
parents  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  Marion  County,  principally 
at  Providence  schoolhouse.  He  was  married 
October  21,  1874,  to  Belle  Mason  of  Marion 
County,  and  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Julia 
(Rogers)  Mason.  After  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  located  on  the  home  place  eight  miles  we.st 


of  Hannibal  which  he  purchased  from  his  father. 
Here  he  remained  three  years  engaged  in  general 
farming,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  the 
farm  near  Emerson,  Marion  County,  consisting 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Selling  this 
farm  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  he  then  moved 
to  the  town  of  Emerson  and  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  in  company  with  James  Bould- 
ridge,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bouldridge  Sz 
Baxter.  This  partnership  continued  but  a  short 
time  when  Mr.  Baxter  sold  his  interest  and  moved 
to  Hannibal  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  in  which  he  continued  one  year.  Then 
with  his  father  continued  the  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Baxter  &  Son  for  one  year,  when 
John  Penn  bought  the  interest  of  the  elder  Bax¬ 
ter  and  the  business  was  continued  under  the 
name  of  Baxter  &  Penn,  when  our  subject  sold 
out,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Dickey  County, 
Dak.  This  was  in  1882.  He  made  claim  to 
one-half  section  of  land  under  the  pre-emption 
and  tree  claim  act,  and  remained  about  one  and  a 
half  years  and  returned  to  ^Missouri,  intending 
to  get  more  teams  and  supplies  for  conducting 
his  farming  operations.  While  here  he  traded  his 
land  for  property  in  Center  and  concluded  to  re¬ 
main  in  old  Missouri.  The  first  year  of  his  return 
he  rented  the  Lisle  farm  in  Ralls  County  and 
then  engaged  in  general  merchandise  in  Hunting- 
ton.  This  time  alone,  having  satisfied  himself 
that  a  partnership  was  not  the  thing.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  business  about  eight  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  also  had  charge  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  for  five  years  of  the  time  was  also 
agent  for  the  M.,  K.  &  T.  R.  R.  at  that  place. 

In  iMay,  1888,  i\Irs.  Baxter  died  and  he  was 
re-married  June  12,  1889,  to  Julia  Razor,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ralls  County,  born  in  1870.  By  his  second 
union  there  was  one  child,  Therus,  born  June  17, 
1893. 

During  his  residence  in  Huntington  he  pur¬ 
chased  and  shipped  stock  and  sold  all  kinds  of 
agricultural  implements.  In  1892  he  traded  his 
stock  for  property  in  Excelsior  Springs,  but 
moved  to  Center,  where  he  engaged  in  his  present 
business,  that  of  handling  grain  and  general  pro¬ 
duce.  He  buys  and  ships  all  kinds  of  grain  and 
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does  both  a  wholesale  and  retail  business  in  flour, 
furnishing  his  town  merchants  with  flour  and 
selling  and  exchanging  with  the  farmers.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  wdiat  is  already  stated  he  buys  and  ships 
eggs  for  New  York  City.  He  also  built  a  grist 
mill  now  in  operation  in  his  town,  but  finding  his 
time  too  much  occupied,  disposed  of  it.  In  1892 
he  bought  the  Central  Hotel  of  this  place  and 
operated  it  a  while,  then  sold  out,  but  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  it  back  and  he  again  took  charge 
of  it  and  finally  in  1895  traded  it  for  land  in  Pike 
County.  Mr.  Baxter  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  for  twenty  years,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Center  Lodge  No.  209,  K.  of  P.;  he  is  also 
a  member  of  Friendship  Lodge  No.  79,  K.  of  M., 
and  also  of  Triple  Alliance.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


JAMES  C.  JORDAN,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Pike  County,  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  this  section.  He 
is  a  native  of  this  State,  and  was  born  in  the  same 
house  in  which  he  now  lives.  His  sons,  who  are 
now  at  home,  make  the  fourth  generation  of  the 
family  who  have  cultivated  the  soil  of  this  place. 

James  C.  Jordan  was  born  March  21,  1841,  and 
was  the  elder,  and  now  the  survivor,  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  granted  to  his  parents,  James  A.  and  Julia 
A.  (Smith)  Jordan.  James  A.  Jordan,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and 
was  born  in  1805.  He  was  three  years  of  age  at 
the  time  his  parents  came  to  Missouri,  where  he 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  during  his  active  life 
cultivated  the  tract  of  land  on  which  his  father  lo¬ 
cated  after  coming  here.  He  was  a  man  of  ster¬ 
ling  character,  greatly  honored  and  respected  for 
his  upright  and  worthy  life,  and  died  in  June’, 
1859,  aged  fifty-four  years.  Grandfather  John  C. 
Jordan,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  first  to  make  his  home 
in  Missouri.  Of  Irish  descent,  lie  was  born  about 
the  year  1765  and  came  with  his  family  to  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1808,  stopping  for  a  time  where  now 
stands  the  City  of  St.  Louis.  Here  he  was  of¬ 


fered  land  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre, 
but,  not  thinking  the  location  a  desirable  one,  he 
declined  to  invest  and  came  on  to  Pike  County, 
where  he  purchased  later  five  hundred  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  one  dollar  and  a  Cjuarter  per  acre. 
On  this  farm  he  and  his  sons  and  grandsons  have 
lived  and  reared  families.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
here  he,  with  twelve  other  families,  erected  a  fort 
in  order  to  protect  themselves  against  the  depre¬ 
dations  of  Indians;  it  was  built  directly  in  front 
of  the  old  T.  C.  Isgrig  Place.  An  elm  tree  still 
stands  to  mark  the  spot,  from  under  which  flows 
a  stream  of  water  which  supplied  the  inhabitants 
of  the  fort  with  this  necessary  beverage. 

On  March  30,  1813,  a  brother  of  John  C.  Jor¬ 
dan,  Sr.,  together  with  one  of  his  sons,  left  the  fort 
to  perform  work  on  the  farm.  In  crossing  a  gully 
on  their  way  to  the  field  the  father’s  horse  shied 
so  violently  as  to  throw  him,  but  on  investigation 
they  found  nothing  but  the  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree. 
On  their  return  home  at  night,  however,  they 
were  both  shot  by  Indians  hidden  behind  this 
same  tree.  The  shooting  was  heard  at  the  fort, 
and  a  relief  party  went  to  their  assistance  only  to 
find  them  both  dead  and  the  father  scalped.  The 
son  had  remarked  before  leaving  home  that  rnorn- 
ing  that  he  wanted  his  hair  cut,  for  if  the  Indians 
captured  him  he  did  not  want  to  be  scalped;  his 
mother  accordingly  did  as  he  wished  and  cut  his 
hair  close  to  his  head. 

After  acquiring  a  fair  education  in  the  pioneer 
schools,  our  subject  devoted  himself  to  work  on 
the  home  farm.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  and,  being  the  only  son,  the 
work  of  carrying  on  the  place  fell  upon  his  young 
shoulders.  In  the  fall  of  1862  his  mother  was 
married  to  Mr.  Washington  Watts,  after  which 
they  rented  the  home  place  and  moved  to  a  farm 
seven  miles  from  Clarksville,  our  subject  still 
making  his  home  with  his  mother.  She  died  in 
May,  1864,  and  the  following  spring  James  C.  re¬ 
turned  to  the  homestead  and  resumed  its  man¬ 
agement,  since  which  time  he  has  made  it  his 
home.  He  was  married  in  1864  to  Miss  Sally  W. 
Todd,  the  daughtet  of  F.  C.  and  Mary  A.  (Buford) 
Todd,  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  The 
daughter  grew  to  a  noble  womanhood,  and  since 
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coming  into  our  subject’s  life  has  shed  sunshine 
and  happiness  all  about  her.  To  them  have  been 
born  three  children,  namely;  J.  Lillian,  wife  of 
W.  A.  Dudley,  a  promising  young  attorney  of 
Ellsbury,  Lincoln  County,  this  State;  William  F. 
and  James  M.,  aged  respectively  twenty-six  and 
twenty  years,  who  are  unmarried  and  at  home,  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Pike  County  Battalion,  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  which  was  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  W.  C.  Allison.  He  served  until  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  1883,  during  which  time,  though  he 
participated  in  no  active  engagement,  he  had  sev¬ 
eral  very  narrow  escapes.  On  one  occasion  he 
was  fired  upon  from  ambush  while  standing  by 
the  side  of  a  horse,  the  bullet  passing  within  an 
inch  of  his  body  and  killing  the  horse. 

Mr.  Jordan  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  never 
loses  an  opportunity  to  vote  in  favor  of  that 
party’s  candidates.  The  Cumberland  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  finds  in  him  one  of  its  most  active 
and  consistent  members.  At  all  times  and  at  all 
places  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  loyal  citizen 
and  is  therefore  well  regarded  by  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens. 


WILLIAM  T.  BAIRD.  No  man  in 
Kirksville  takes  higher  rank  than  he 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  no  one 
is  more  public-spirited  or  has  done  more  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  educational  interests  of  this  community 
than  he.  He  has  been  wise  in  not  waiting  to  have 
his  executors  erect  a  monument  to  his  memory, 
for  in  life  he  has  carried  out  his  own  plans  and 
has  endowed  a  chair  in  the  Missouri  Valley  Col¬ 
lege.  His  generosity  is  a  matter  of  comment,  and 
his  fixedness  of  purpose  and  strict  integrity  of 
character  have  won  for  him  the  love  and  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  fellows.  He  has  served  in  many  local 
offices,  having  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  Treasurer  of  the  State  Normal  School  for 
twenty-three  years,  was  Acting  County  Treasurer 
for  four  years,  and  a  helper  of  the  American  Sun¬ 


day  School  Union  (through  Rev.  George  W. 
Sharp,  its  Alissionary  for  Northern  Missouri)  in 
the  great  work  of  evangelizing  tlie  people,  espe¬ 
cially  the  children  and  youth,  in  the  outlying  dis¬ 
tricts,  thus  perfecting  the  happy  relation  formed 
with  Mr.  Sharp,  who  was  his  first  pastor.  During 
the  seven  years  of  his  pastorate,  peace,  growth 
and  prosperity  attended  the  church.  IMr.  Baird 
acknowledges  his  lasting  gratitude  and  thanks 
to  him  for  leading  him  into  the  activities  of  the 
Christian  life  and  usefulness  in  the  ^Master’s  serv¬ 
ice.  Of  Mr.  Baird’s  numerous  private  benefac¬ 
tions  we  are  not  permitted  to  speak;  the  day  of 
the  Lord  will  reveal  them. 

Mr.  Baird  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ky., 
January  19,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Barzilla  Adams 
and  Mary  M.  (Scanland)  Baird.  The  former,  a 
native  of  Paris,  Ky.,  born  November  4,  1803,  was 
a  farmer  and  son  of  one  Thomas  Baird,  of  North 
Carolina.  The  father  of  Thomas  was  a  native  of 
Scotland  and  in  company  with  six  brothers  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  prior  to  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  all  settled  in  diflerent  parts  of 
the  country.  They  were  agriculturists  by  occupa¬ 
tion  and  took  their  share  of  service  in  the  early 
wars  of  their  adopted  land.  Our  subject’s  grand¬ 
father  was  a  hero  of  the  War  for  Independence, 
and  subsequently  concluded  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  Kentucky,  moving  his  family  into  the  heart  of 
the  Blue  Grass  region;  his  wife  was  IMiss  Mary 
Smith,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  of  the  old 
Covenanter  faith.  Both  lived  to  be  over  four¬ 
score  years  of  age.  Barzilla  and  Mary  Baird  had 
the  following  children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Jesse  Edward,  a  farmer  in  Oklahoma;  Martha 
Jane,  wife  of  John  W.  Hoggins,  a  farmer  of  Car- 
roll  County,  Ky. ;  William  T.,  of  this  sketch;  Par¬ 
ker,  who  owns  a  farm  in  Carroll  County,  Ky. ; 
Agnes,  unmarried  and  a  resident  of  Garden  City, 
Kan.;  John  J.,  traveling  salesman,  whose  home  is 
in  Beloit,  Kan.;  Nancy  T.,  wife  of  W.  T.  Easter- 
day,  a  grocer  of  Watson,  Cal.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  February,  1846,  aged  forty- 
seven  years,  and  the  father  afterward  married 
Eliza  Wright,  of  Owen  County,  Ky.,  who  bore 
him  six  children.  Mr.  Baird  died  September  20, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  as  a  result  of 
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an  injury  sustained  while  engaged  in  assisting  a 
neighbor  in  lifting  an  immense  log.  He  was 
actively  interested  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  held  official  positions. 

William  T.  Baird  was  reared  to  farm  life  and 
received  a  district  school  education  during  the 
winter  months.  The  remainder  of  the  year  he 
helped  to  clear  his  father’s  farm,  aided  in  mak¬ 
ing  rails  and  was  a  first-class  hand  at  cradling 
wheat.  He  attributes  much  of  his  success  in  life 
to  the  fact  that  he  would  never  partake  of  liquor 
under  any  circumstances.  After  reaching  his  ma¬ 
jority  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Grant  County, 
Ky.,  and  three  months  afterward  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  in  company  with  Prof.  Nason.  A  part  of 
the  journey  he  made  by  steamer,  and  landing  at 
La  Grange,  he  rode  as  far  as  Kirksville,  where  he 
stopped  on  account  of  the  impassable  condition 
of  the  roads,  his  intended  destination  being  a 
point  in  Kansas.  The  date  of  his  arrival  here  was 
March  21,  1857,  and  for  the  next  seven  months 
he  found  employment  in  teaching  in  Elys  Dis¬ 
trict;  then  for  four  months  he  conducted  a  school 
in  Wilson  Township,  and  finally  was  for  a  year 
in  partnership  with  Prof.  Nason  in  Kirksville. 

August  24,  1858,  Mr.  Baird  married  Martha  C., 
daughter  of  Matthew  P.  Hannah.  About  this 
time  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  for  J.  C. 
Thatcher  at  fifteen  dollars  a  month,  and  when 
his  wages  were  raised  to  twenty  dollars  he  thought 
he  was  doing  well.  His  wife  was  a  most  efficient 
aid  and  rocked  their  first  baby  in  a  cradle  impro¬ 
vised  from  a  shoe  box.  Their  eldest  child,  Frank, 
who  was  instructed  in  business  ways  by  his  father, 
is  now  a  banker  in  Helena,  Mont.  Ella  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years,  and  Aggie  Myrtle  when  an 
infant  of  two  months.  Alta  Melone,  who  is  now 
studying  in  Mission  Valley  College,  Marshall, 
Mo.,  is  talented  as  a  singer  and  gives  great 
promise. 

In  1859  Baird  was  employed  by  the  Circuit 
Clerk  to  make  out  tax  books  and  the  same  fall, 
when  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  St.  Louis  was  or¬ 
ganized  here,  he  was  made  clerk.  In  1863  he 
was  appointed  cashier,  and  continued  to  hold  that 
position  for  two  years  and  until  the  bank  closed 
up  its  business  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the 


Legislature.  In  1866  he  took  charge  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  bank  of  Stebbins  &  Porter,  conducting  the 
same  for  a  year,  and  then,  in  company  with  S. 
Reed,  he  bought  out  the  firm.  A  year  later  IMr. 
Reed  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Melone  &  Ep¬ 
person,  the  style  of  the  firm  becoming  Baird,  Me¬ 
lone  &  Co.  For  ten  years  they  were  very  suc¬ 
cessful  and  passed  through  the  crisis  of  1873  un¬ 
scathed.  In  1878  Mr.  Baird  bought  out  his  part¬ 
ners  and  conducted  the  business  alone  as  the  Ex¬ 
change  Bank  of  W.  T.  Baird.  In  1882  he  organ¬ 
ized  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  the 
principal  owner  and  cashier.  The  First  Interna¬ 
tional  Bank,  with  which  he  is  now  connected,  was 
regularly  organized  under  the  State  laws  in  No¬ 
vember,  1894. 

Mr.  Baird  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Ruling 
Elder,  and  is  Treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  also  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension 
Association  of  the  Synod  of  Missouri.  He  is  a 
member  and  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Missouri  Valley  College,  and  is  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Finance  Committee,  having  charge  of 
the  endowment  funds.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
on  motion  of  J.  C.  Cobb  : 

“A  true  friend  of  Christian  education  is  a  loyal 
friend  of  Christ  and  of  His  Church.  The  man 
who  gives  his  money  for  the  purpose  of  endow¬ 
ing  a  religious  college  is  a  far-seeing  benefactor 
to  the  coming  generations  of  his  race.  ‘Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant,’  is  the  manner  in 
which  our  Lord  would  recognize  the  faithfulness 
of  his  stewards.  Following  this  Divine  example, 
we  desire,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  of  the 
Church,  to  express  to  William  T.  Baird  our  hearty 
gratitude  for  his  generous  additional  gift  of  five 
thousand  dollars  to  his  already  munificent  gift 
of  a  like  amount  to  the  endowment  fund  of  Mis¬ 
souri  Valley  College.  ‘He  that  soweth  bounti¬ 
fully  shall  reap  also  bountifully.’  The  names  as 
well  as  the  deeds  of  generous  and  faithful  men 
are  the  inheritance  of  the  Church.  In  order, 
therefore,  that  the  name  of  our  brother  and  co¬ 
laborer  may  be  fittingly  connected  with  our  col- 
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lege  in  a  memorial  relation,  he  is  hereby  requested 
to  nominate  one  of  the  chairs  of  the  institution, 
the  same  to  be  known  hereafter  according  to  his 
designation. 

“Dated  June  ii,  1890. 

“JAMES  MARTIN,  Secretary.” 

Complying  with  this  suggestion  iMr.  Baird 
named  the  chair  Baird-i\Iitchell,  the  latter  out  of 
compliment  to  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Mitchell, 
D.D.,  under  whose  teachings  he  had  sat  for  eight¬ 
een  years.  A  literary  society  in  the  same  college 
is  called  the  Bairdean,  out  of  compliment  to  our 
subject.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  of  New  York,  and  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
St.  Louis,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Publish¬ 
ing  House,  Nashville,  Tenn.  For  thirty  years  he 
has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 
in  Kirksville.  Fraternally  he  was  for  seven  con¬ 
secutive  years  IMaster  of  the  Kirksville  Masonic 
lodge,  and  for  several  years  was  Deputy  Grand 
^Master  of  the  Second  IMasonic  District  of  iMis- 
souri.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 


PETER  P.  PULLIAM,  whose  postoffice  ad¬ 
dress  is  Maywood,  Lewis  County,  resides 
in  a  pleasant  home  situate  in  the  midst  of 
what  is  known  as  Finley  Prairie,  the  choicest  agri¬ 
cultural  section  in  this  locality.  He  is  a  practical 
and  thrifty  farmer,  giving  much  of  his  attention 
to  raising  cattle,  horses  and  mules.  One  of  the 
kind  who  attends  strictly  to  his  own  business  af¬ 
fairs,  he  has  ever  avoided  politics  and  shuns  pub¬ 
lic  office,  though  he  is  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  gives  his  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party. 

The  great-grandfather  of  the  above,  Thomas 
Pulliam,  was  of  English  birth  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Culpeper  County,  Va.  He  was 
married  in  that  State  to  a  lady  who  was  also  of 
English  origin  and  there  he  passed  his  declining 
years.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revo¬ 


lution  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer.  His  son 
Thomas,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Page  County,  Va.,  and  followed  an  agricultural 
life  in  his  native  State.  He  married  Kizzie  Lillard 
of  Virginia,  who  bore  him  four  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  namely:  William,  Ransom,  Thomas,  Jr.,  Isa¬ 
bel  and  Pendleton;  the  daughter  married  Jerry 
Jefiries  and  moved  to  Lewis  County,  IMo.  The 
father  of  these  children  lived  to  an  advanced  age 
and  was  suddenly  summoned  by  death  while  on 
his  way  from  his  fields  to  the  house. 

Thomas  Pulliam,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  bore 
a  Christian  name  which  was  common  in  the  fam¬ 
ily,  having  been  used  in  several  generations;  he 
was  born  in  Page  County  in  1800  and  left  home 
before  coming  of  age.  He  took  a  position  as 
Overseer  on  a  neighboring  plantation  and  was 
thus  employed  until  1826,  when  he  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Kiblinger,  who  was  of  German  descent  and 
a  native  of  Page  County.  After  his  marriage  IMr. 
Pulliam  purchased  land  in  that  county  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  until  1841,  when  he  sold  out 
and  moved  by  team  to  Lewis  County,  Mo.  Set¬ 
tling  near  Canton,  he  remained  there  for  several 
years,  finally  purchasing  land  adjoining  that 
owned  by  our  subject  on  the  west  and  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  an  exemplary 
citizen  and  led  a  consistent  Christian  life,  being  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  his 
estate  numbered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
His  family  were  as  follows :  Peter,  Andrew  Thom¬ 
as,  Frances  J.,  who  died  in  early  womanhood; 
Kizzie,  wife  of  E.  T.  Christian,  now  of  Putnam 
County,  Mo.;  Gabriel,  who  has  never  married 
and  who  is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Isaac,  who 
remained  single  and  died  at  our  subject’s  home¬ 
stead  in  1892;  James  F.,  who  lives  near  La 
Grange;  Nancy,  who  first  married  John  C.  Jones 
and  after  his  death  married  his  uncle,  Nathaniel 
Jones ;  IMary,  who  is  the  wife  of  IMart  Brinkley  of 
Berthoud,  Col. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  31,  1827,  in  Page 
County,  Am.,  and  in  1841  came  with  his  parents  to 
IMissouri.  After  working  for  a  few  years  at  vari¬ 
ous  employments  by  the  day  or  month  he  started 
overland  with  an  ox  team  in  March,  1850,  and 
reached  California  in  August;  there  he  turned  his 
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attention  to  mining  for  almost  three  years  and 
was  fairly  successful.  He  returned  home  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  and  Mississippi  River  and  invested 
his  means  in  the  farm  which  he  still  owns  and 
to  which  he  added  adjoining  tracts  until  it  com¬ 
prised  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres.  A  portion 
of  this  he  has  since  divided  among  his  children, 
but  still  retains  nearly  four  hundred  acres.  . 

March  5,  1855,  Mr.  Pulliam  married  Artie  G., 
daughter  of  David  S.  and  Sarah  (Cox)  Lillard; 
she  was  born  July  6,  1833,  in  Sangamon  County, 
Ill.,  but  her  parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pulliam  have  been  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  since  childhood  and  are 
now  identified  with  the  South  Union  Church, 
Maywood.  Our  subject  has  been  a  Deacon  of 
the  same  since  it  was  organized  and  has  also  been 
a  Superintendent  in  the  Sunday  School  for  a  few 
years.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters  and  has  given  his  children  a  good 
start  in  life. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pul¬ 
liam:  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  George  T.  White  of  this 
county,  was  born  December  8,  1856;  David  T., 
born  March  22,  1858,  married  Lilian  Rice  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  they  are  now  living  in  Colorado,  where 
Mr.  Pulliam  is  a  Baptist  minister,  having  charge 
of  a  congregation  at  Berthoud  and  one  elsewhere 
and  where  he  owns  a  large  amount  of  real  estate, 
being  a  man  of  good  executive  ability;  Artie, 
born  January  7,  1862,  became  the  wife  of  Daniel 
J.  Wiseman  of  this  county  October  31,  1893; 
Jos.  F.,  born  May  3,  1863,  died  February  19,  1890, 
leaving  a  wife  and  one  child,  who  reside  in  this 
county;  Luanna,  born  December  13,  1864,  died 
October  16,  1881;  Lonnie  M.,  born  December  3, 
1866,  is  the  wife  of  William  Hall,  President  and 
Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank,  La 
Belle,  Mo.;  J.  William,  born  February  ii,  1872, 
was  married  September  18,  1894,  to  Frances, 
daughter  of  Westley  and  Elizabeth  (Anderson) 
Cave,  all  natives  of  this  State.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Pulliam 
was  born  April  29,  1876,  in  this  county  and  with 
her  husband  is  now  living  at  the  old  homestead 
of  our  subject.  The  latter  may  well  be  proud  of 
his  family,  as  his  children  are  all  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  are  good  and  reliable  citi¬ 
zens.  Several  of  them  have  completed  their  edu¬ 


cations  at  La  Grange  College  and  David  T.,  who 
graduated  from  there,  afterward  pursued  a  theo¬ 
logical  course  in  the  Baptist  Seminary,  Rochester, 
N.  Y. 

Both  Mr.  Pulliam’s  deceased  children  died  re¬ 
joicing  and  said  they  wanted  to  meet  all  in  Heav¬ 
en.  Our  subject’s  home  has  always  been  known 
as  an  orphans’  home  and  a  ministers’  home.  They 
have  resided  in  their  present  home  since  they  first 
moved  here  and  were  never  known  to  be  without 
an  orphan;  at  present  they  have  Charles  Clem- 
ments,  who  has  been  there  for  seventeen  years. 
When  he  came  to  them  he  was  nearly  blind,  and 
has  since  become  entirely  sightless.  He  had  not 
a  cent  when  he  entered  the  Pulliam  home,  but, 
having  saved  what  money  our  subject  gave  him, 
has  at  present  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in¬ 
vested  in  real  estate.  Mamie  Turpin  also  is  liv¬ 
ing  with  our  subject,  having  gone  there  six  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Pulliam,  our  subject’s  wife,  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  teach  a  Sunday-school  class  and  has 
taught  the  primary  class  for  the  last  thirty  years. 
Mrs.  Pulliam  and  all  her  children  are  connected 
with  missionary  work. 


ILLIAM  D.  BARR  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  young  farmers  of  Lewis 
County  and,  though  only  a  few  years 
since  he  started  out  in  the  battle  of  life  entirelv 
without  means,  he  now  finds  himself  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  some  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  valuable  and  improved  farm  land.  He  has  a 
comfortable  home,  which  is  furnished  in  a  taste¬ 
ful  manner  and  supplied  with  many  of  the  lux¬ 
uries  and  refinements  of  life.  As  he  is  not  one  of 
those  who  live  for  themselves  alone  he  strives  to 
do  what  good  he  can,  and  since  childhood  has 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
When  the  new  edifice  was  erected  in  Maywood  in 
1893  he  donated  the  land  for  the  site,  did  effective 
service  as  Treasurer  of  the  Building  Committee 
and  contributed  one  hundred  dollars  in  money. 

Mr.  Barr  is  a  native  of  Hancock  County,  Ill., 
having  been  born  September  22,  1861.  His  fath- 
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er,  Jerry  B.,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  well- 
educated  man.  In  his  early  life  he  taught  school 
in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  before  leaving  there 
was  married;  he  then  moved  to  Scotland  County, 
]\Io.,  taking  with  him  a  number  of  slaves.  Later 
he  moved  to  Hancock  Comity,  Ill.,  and  bought 
land  three  miles  west  of  La  Harpe.  He  owned 
altogether  over  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  choice 
land,  eight  hundred  acres  of  this  lying  in  one 
body  and  the  remainder  in  separate  tracts.  He 
devoted  himself  to  raising  grain  and  stock  and 
was  esteemed  the  wealthiest  man  in  the  county. 
Through  the  dishonesty  of  his  trusted  employes 
and  friends  he  lost  most  of  his  valuable  estate  and 
in  i86i  exchanged  what  was  left  for  property  in 
Lewis  County.  In  Illinois  he  served  as  Assessor 
of  his  township.  For  three  years  he  operated  a 
sawmill  and  farm  on  the  Fabius  River  and  then 
selling  out  purchased  a  place  in  Marion  County, 
removing  thence  the  mill  machinery.  The  loca¬ 
tion  is  still  known  as  Barr’s  Mill.  In  1880  he  sold 
his  one-hundred-and-seventy-acre  fanii  to  his  son 
and  moved  to  Adams  County,  Iowa.  For  five 
years  he  operated  a  farm  there,  but  preferring 
Missouri,  he  returned  and  purchased  the  place 
known  as  the  Briscoe  Homestead,  and  while  liv¬ 
ing  here  death  overtook  him;  his  second  wife 
survives  him  and  is  still  on  the  old  farm.  By  his 
first  marriage  three  children  were  born,  namely: 
May,  wife  of  N.  R.  Cason,  now  living  on  the  old 
farm;  William  D.  and  Albert  F.  of  Adams  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa. 

When  only  three  months  old  William  D.  Barr 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Lewis  County,  and 
he  continued  to  live  with  his  father  until  he  w'ent 
to  Iowa.  The  young  man  then  purchased  the 
home  place  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres 
and  cultivated  the  same  until  1888;  he  then  moved 
to  the  farm  where  he  now  resides — the  original 
Lillard  Estate.  His  wife  received  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  as  her  share  of  the  property 
and  Mr.  Barr  bought  out  several  of  the  other 
heirs  and  thus  owns  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
acres  in  a  body.  In  1891  he  invested  in  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  more,  but  at  the  end  of  six  months 
sold  it  at  a  profit  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  His 
next  venture  was  to  buy  the  Schiller  Place,  one  of 
seventy-four  acres,  lying  in  Marion  County,  and 


this  he  still  retains.  Later  he  bought  a  two-thirds 
interest  in  the  mill  property  at  Maywood  and  in 
1895  bought  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  near  Hester,  Marion  County,  of  his  brother, 
A.  L.  Barr;  in  1895  he  bought  forty  acres  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  old  homestead  in  Marion  County.  He 
has  made  a  specialty  of  stock-raising  and  usually 
keeps  about  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  from 
one  to  two  hundred  hogs,  annually  buying  and 
shipping  extensively. 

March  6,  1887,  Mr.  Barr  married  Sarah,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  D.  E.  and  Mildred  (Long)  Lillard.  Mr. 
Barr  had  small  opportunities  for  obtaining  an 
education,  but  his  natural  ability  and  business  tact 
have  always  been  apparent.  He  keeps  from  three 
to  five  hands,  who  attend  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  and  in  addition  to  his  large  landed  in¬ 
terests  he  owns  four  houses  in  jMaywood,  which 
he  built  and  leases  to  tenants.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  IMaywood  Lodge  No.  275,  M.  W.  of 
A.,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  same  since  it 
was  organized. 


Thomas  ^I.  young,  one  of  the  old  resi¬ 
dents  of  Marion  County,  became  the  own¬ 
er  of  his  valuable  farm,  located  on  Section 
8,  Township  59,  Range  6,  in  1883,  and  has  since 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
the  place.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  and 
feeding  cattle,  shipping  from  one  to  two  cars  per 
3Tar;  he  has  been  ver\’  successful  with  his  wheat 
crops  and  in  the  season  of  1894  sold  almost  three 
thousand  bushels.  For  some  four  terms  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Road  Overseer  and  has  always 
taken  a  fair  share  of  local  improvement  upon  his 
own  shoulders.  He  started  out  in  life  empt^-- 
handed  and  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  for¬ 
tunes;  he  ma)'  well  be  proud  of  the  success  he 
has  achieved,  for  he  is  but  little  over  thirty  years 
of  age  and  is  as  comfortably  situated  as  man\'  an 
industrious  man  of  twice  his  years. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Malony  Young",  was  born 
in  North  Carolina  and  moved  to  Marion  CounH 
when  quite  young,  where  he  married  Angeline 
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Carter  of  this  county  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in 
Fabius  Township;  afterward  he  sold  the  home¬ 
stead  and  moved  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fabius  Riv¬ 
er,  four  miles  below  Quincy,  becoming  the  own¬ 
er  of  a  fertile  tract  of  rich  bottom  land.  He  erect¬ 
ed  a  warehouse  for  storing  and  handling  grain 
and  other  products,  then  shipping  the  same  to 
various  points  by  boats;  at  that  time  this  was  a 
distributing  place  for  all  the  products  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Young  owned  the  island  which  is  now 
called  in  his  honor  and  which  belongs  to  E. 
Kimball  of  Quincy.  In  connection  with  his  other 
business  operations  Mr.  Young  tilled  his  farm  and 
raised  crops  on  the  island,  which  was  about  half¬ 
way  across  the  river.  The  distance,  about  half 
a  mile,  was  usually  covered  by  fording  the  river, 
the  team  swimming  the  deepest  points;  the  grain 
raised  on  the  island  was  brought  across  on  small 
flat-boats.  Mr.  Young  also  engaged  in  baling 
and  shipping  prairie  grass  hay,  which  was  then 
quite  plentiful.  He  died  when  our  subject  was 
only  a  year  old,  leaving  a  wife  and  nine  children, 
but  his  widow  soon  followed  him  to  the  better 
land.  The  eldest  son,  James  W.,  now  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  is  Captain  of  the  “Henry  Reed”  raft,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  boating  since  his  youth;  Frank 
died  unmarried;  Louisa  V.  after  her  mother’s 
death  took  charge  of  the  family  and  never  mar¬ 
ried;  Zachariah  died  unmarried;  Mildred  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Smoot  of  Scotland  County,  Mo.; 
Boone  (deceased)  was  unmarried;  Lena  is  the  wife 
of  Enoch  Hansbrough  of  Fabius  Township;  Cor¬ 
delia  married  William  Hansbrough  of  the  same 
place;  Thomas  M.  completes  the  family. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Marion  County  July 
6,  1862,  and  as  he  was  left  an  orphan  when  only 
two  years  of  age  he  lived  at  home  with  his  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters.  When  in  his  nineteenth  year  he 
commenced  working  for  his  cousin.  Nelson  Love¬ 
lace  of  Fabius  Township,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  four  years ;  he  then  returned  to  the  homestead, 
which  he  managed  in  company  with  his  brother 
James  for  a  year.  He  was  quite  successful  in 
raising  large  crops,  but  the  second  year  they  lost 
the  entire  results  of  their  toil,  as  their  crop  was 
destroyed  by  high  water  in  July.  That  fall  IMr. 
Young  returned  to  his  cousin  and  sowed  a  crop 
of  wheat  on  shares,  and  this  arrangement  con¬ 


tinued  to  exist  for  another  four  years.  In  1883 
he  purchased  eighty-one  acres  of  his  present  farm 
and  in  1888  bought  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres 
more. 

September  ii,  1884,  Mr.  Young  married  Ellen 
Baxter,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Priscilla 
(Brown)  Baxter,  who  were  natives  of  Marion 
County.  Mrs.  Young  was  born  in  this  locality 
September  12,  1864,  and  by  her  marriage  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Rus¬ 
sell  B.,  born  September  i,  1885;  Lena  Rose,  born 
October  29,  1887;  Ruby  E.,  born  January  22, 
1889;  Ruth  C.,  born  March  5,  1894;  the  young¬ 
est  was  not  long  spared  to  them,  as  she  died  when 
only  five  days  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  are 
members  of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church.  Our 
subject  became  only  recently  identified  with  the 
same,  though  since  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 


WILLIAM  CHRISTIAN,  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  Mo.,  was  born  in  Calumet  Town¬ 
ship,  Pike  County,  January  29,  1837, 
and  is  a  son  of  Drury  and  Nancy  (Tillitt)  Chris¬ 
tian,  the  former  a  native  of  Amherst  County,  Y a., 
born  in  1806.  He  came  to  Missouri  in  1825, 
where  a  brother  Charles  had  preceded  him.  He 
was  a  son  of  James  Christian,  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  but  of  English  ancestry.  The  founders  of 
the  family  in  the  United  States  came  over  from 
England  with  a  land  grant  which  they  held 
from  King  George.  They  were  all  planters  and 
slave  owners.  Drury  Christian  pursued  the  call¬ 
ing  of  a  planter  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  which 
took  place  in  1872  in  Peno  Township,  to  which 
place  he  had  removed  some  years  previously. 
Nancy  Tillitt,  his  wife,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  1801,  and  a  daughter  of  Giles  and  Mary 
Tillitt.  She  died  in  1875.  Eor  many  years  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  as  was 
also  her  husband.  They  were  formerly  mem¬ 
bers,  however,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics, 
he  was  an  old  line  Whig,  and  during  the  war  a 
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Union  man,  but  later  a  Democrat.  He  was  a 
prominent  and  leading  man  in  his  neighborhood, 
was  a  good  speaker  and  an  extensive  reader,  and 
was  much  liked.  He  had  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  that  was  well  improved.  In  the 
family  v'ere  five  children:  Emily,  who  died 
young;  William,  our  subject;  Mary,  who  died  in 
her  eleventh  year;  James,  now  in  Vernon  County, 
Mo.;  Cyrus,  now  living  in  Peno  Township,  Pike 
County,  engaged  in  farming. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
spent  at  home  on  the  farm,  securing  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  education  in  the  common  schools.  In  i860 
he  entered  Watson  Seminary  at  Ashley  and  was 
graduated  in  1865.  During  the  war  he  was  mus¬ 
tered  into  the  militia  from  Ashley  and  served 
about  two  months.  He  was  away  from  that 
place  when  the  fight  occurred  there.  On  return¬ 
ing,  he  secured  a  permit  to  again  enter  school. 
After  he  graduated,  he  taught  school  for  several 
years,  first  in  Ralls  County  IMale  and  Female 
Seminary,  then  in  Troy  where  he  taught  five 
years.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  engagement, 
he  was  President  of  the  school,  the  “Troy  Chris¬ 
tian  Institute.”  In  1871  he  returned  to  New  Lon¬ 
don  and  entered  the  office  of  O.  H.  P.  Ledford, 
for  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1872,  after  which  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  preceptor  which  continued  until  the  latter’s 
death  in  1874.  He  then  continued  alone  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  1879,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Judge  R.  F.  Roy,  which  lasted  until  1883, 
when  the  partnership  terminated  and  J\Ir.  Chris¬ 
tian  entered  the  Ralls  County  Bank  as  Cashier. 
He  was  there  six  years  and  then  went  to  Vernon 
County  where  he  engaged  in  banking  for  a  time 
and  August,  1891,  he  returned  to  New  London 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  abstract  business.  In  1877  he 
was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Ralls  County 
and  served  one  term.  He  was  appointed  Public 
Administrator  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  1891  and  was 
elected  to  the  same  position  in  1892,  and  is  now 
servdng  in  that  position.  He  served  his  county 
as  Commissioner  for  two  terms. 

On  October  27,  1867,  William  Christian  was 
married  at  Troy,  Mo.,  to  iMiss  Ruth  A. 


Brown,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Hanceford  and 
Keziah  (Penn)  Brown.  She  was  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  while  her  father  was  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  her  mother  of  A^irginia.  They  were 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  State. 
i\Irs,  Christian  is  a  member  of  |the  Christian 
Church.  In  politics,  iMr.  Christian  is  a  Democrat, 
and  socially,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  At 
present  he  is  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and 
serves  as  Secretary. 

i\Irs.  Christian  was  educated  at  the  Palmyra 
Female  Seminary,  where  she  graduated.  Later 
she  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Christian  College 
at  Columbia,  I\Io.,  during  the  presidency  of  L.  B. 
Wilkes.  About  twenty  summers  ago,  Estelle 
Buchanan,  a  niece  of  ]\Irs.  Christian,  was  born. 
She  is  now  a  beautiful,  accomplished  and  attrac¬ 
tive  young  lady,  and  the  adopted  daughter  of  iMr. 
and  Mrs.  Christian.  She  was  Assistant  Cashier 
of  the  Ralls  County  Bank,  while  i\Ir.  Christian 
was  Cashier,  and  is  now  a  valuable  assistant  to 
him  in  his  law  and  abstract  business. 

]\Ir.  Christian  adopted  a  son  of  Edward  Shack- 
lett,  Robert  B.,  whom  he  reared  and  educated, 
only  to  bring  sorrow  to  his  heart,  for  he  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  ]Mr.  Christian  is  one 
of  New  London’s  progressive  and  active  citizens 
and  has  aided  largely  in  her  growth. 


Geo.  T.  bell,  ]\I.  D.,  is  noted  as  a  suc¬ 
cessful  practitioner  of  Saline  Township, 
Ralls  County,  his  home  being  on  Section 
22.  He  is  a  business  man  of  unusual  executive 
ability,  and  has  year  by  year  invested  his  means  in 
real  estate,  until  at  present  he  is  the  owner  of 
nearly  two  thousand  acres,  most  of  which  is  well 
adapted  for  general  farming  purposes,  while  a 
portion  of  it  is  situated  in  Monroe  City. 

Dr.  Bell  was  born  in  this  section.  May  13,  1837, 
and  was  reared  on  his  father’s  homestead,  his 
time  being  employed,  as  is  usual  with  farmer 
lads,  in  work  and  play  and  in  accjuiring  such 
education  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  district 
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schools.  He  was  an  apt  pupil  and  made  rapid 
progress  with  his  studies,  so  that  when  but  twenty 
years  of  age  he  secured  a  certificate  and  for  two 
years  engaged  in  teaching.  In  the  meantime  he 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  J.  Norton,  and  was 
thus  occupied  for  two  years,  during  a  part  of  the 
time  attending  lectures  in  the  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
Medical  School.  These  lectures  were  given  in 
the  winters  of  1858-59-62-63,  and  after  a  short 
intermission  he  entered  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
College,  where  he  was  during  the  winter  of  1869- 
70.  Soon  afterv/ard  he  commenced  practicing 
in  this  county,  and  ere  long  had  built  up  an  envi¬ 
able  reputation  as  a  family  physician.  In  1875 
he  first  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  having  purchased  ninety-five  acres  of  land, 
a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  his  present  home.  This 
place  comprises  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
and  in  his  numerous  farms  there  are  altogether 
nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres.  His  vote 
is  used  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he 
has  never  himself  aspired  to  public  office. 

In  1875  Dr.  Bell  was  married  in  Indian  Creek 
Township,  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  to  Sallie  A., 
daughter  of  James  T.  and  Jane  (Lynch)  Hager, 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Maryland,  respectively. 
The  former  was  born  January  12,  1806,  and  died 
May  17,  1856,  and  the  latter  was  born  July  27, 
1816,  and  died  in  1881.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  this  county,  November  20,  1832. 
Mrs.  Hager  had  emigrated  from  her  native  State 
to  Kentucky  with  her  parents  and  in  1829  became 
a  resident  of  this  county.  Mr.  Hager  also  emi¬ 
grated  to  Missouri,  at  an  early  day  with  his 
parents,  and  was  always  engaged  in  agriculture. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  them.  The  wife  of  Dr.  Bell  was  born 
in  Saline  Township,  this  county,  January  12, 
1847,  is  one  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Rob¬ 
ert  M.,  James  B.,  John  P.,  William  C.,  Martha 
J.,  are  deceased.  Thomas  E.  is  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  merchandising  in  Nevada,  and  James  F.  is 
a  farmer  of  this  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  eldest,  James  E.,  died  in  infancy, 
but  the  others  reside  at  home  and  are  named  as 


follows:  Sallie  H.,  William  L.,  Laura  J.,  Mary 
L.,  and  Agnes  T.  The  family  is  identified  with 
the  Catholic  Church. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Bell  were  Alexis  T.  and 
Lura  Bell,  both  natives  of  Scott  County,  Ky. 
The  former  died  in  1867,  aged  sixty-two  years, 
and  the  latter  was  summoned  to  her  final  rest 
January  i,  1893.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in 
Scott  County,  Ky.,  and  in  1833  they  came  to 
make  their  future  home  in  Ralls  County,  passing 
the  rest  of  their  lives  on  a  homestead  near  Hatch, 
in  this  township.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest,  the 
Hon.  James  W.,  was  County  Judge  of  this  county 
for  many  years  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Monroe  City,  and  Ann  C.  is  a  sister  in  a  convent 
at  Hannibal.  Robert  J.,  deceased,  was  a  medical 
practitioner  of  Monroe  County  and  was  a  sur¬ 
geon  in  the  Confederate  Army,  being  obliged  to 
surrender  to  Gen.  Parsons  at  Shrievesport,  La. 
Leo  T.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Samuel  I., 
deceased,  was  also  a  physician.  Mary  H.,  now 
living  in  Texas,  is  the  widow  of  James  W.  Hager. 
Eliza“  J.  married  Charles  Mason  and  resides  in 
Kansas;  Fannie  V.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Chris¬ 
tian,  a  dry  goods  merchant  of  Monroe  City. 
Alexis  T.,  Jr.,  and  Edward  F.  are  deceased,  and 
John  H.,  the  remaining  member  of  the  family,  is 
now  engaged  in  managing  the  old  homestead, 
and,  in  connection  with  the  same,  practices  medi¬ 
cine.  The  parents  of  these  children  were  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Politically 
the  father  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party. 


JOSEPH  A.  THOMAS  was  appointed  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace  in  1890  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term,  was  re-elected  by  the  Democrats  and 
has  remained  in  the  office  since,  meeting  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  the  position  in  a  thoroughly  trust¬ 
worthy  and  capable  way.  He  is  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  stock-raising  on  Section  8, 
Township  59,  Range  6,  west,  Marion  County, 
which  place  he  has  owned  for  the  past  eighteen 
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years,  prior  to  which  time  he  leased  it  for  some  six 
years. 

Joseph  Thomas,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Maryland  and  emigrated  to  Breckin¬ 
ridge  County,  Ky.,  when  a  young  man.  He  was 
married  in  Grayson  County  to  Elizabeth  Golds- 
berry,  who  was  also  a  native  of  ^Maryland  and  who 
had  removed  to  Kentucky  with  her  brother  Ben¬ 
nett,  who  had  been  a  comrade  of  Mr.  Thomas 
in  the  War  of  1812.  The  latter,  after  the  Battle 
of  New  Orleans,  marched  with  six  companions 
all  of  the  long  journey  home,  enduring  many  hardr 
ships  and  at  one  time  for  seven  days  having  noth¬ 
ing  to  eat  with  the  exception  of  one  skunk  and 
one  snake,  which  they  captured.  ]\Ir.  Thomas  is 
a  tanner  by  trade  and  embarked  in  the  business 
after  settling  in  Kentucky,  his  home  being  at  the 
county  seat  of  Breckinridge  County.  He  fre¬ 
quently  made  trips  to  the  northern  and  western 
towns,  taking  cargoes  of  leather  to  Keokuk,  Bur¬ 
lington,  Davenport,  Dubuque,  etc.,  and  in  1851, 
while  on  his  return  home,  was  taken  sick  with  the 
cholera  on  board  the  boat  and  died  in  Dubuque; 
his  wife  passed  away  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  in 
1869.  The  following  members  of  their  family  lived 
to  maturity:  Isaac,  our  subject’s  father;  James 
B.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Linn  County,  Iowa;  Al¬ 
fred  of  Walla  Walla,  Wash.;  Goldsberry,  who 
died  in  that  State;  Joseph,  who  went  to  California 
in  1848  on  a  prospecting  tour  and,  as  he  was  never 
heard  from,  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  the 
Indians;  IMargaret  J.,  wife  of  John  Canning  of 
La  Fayette,  Iowa;  Wallace  B.,  a  resident  of  Wal¬ 
la  Walla,  Wash.;  Susan,  who  died  in  Kentucky. 

Isaac  Thomas  was  born  in  Breckinridge  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.,  in  1817  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  learned 
the  tanner’s  trade  with  his  father.  It  was  the  de¬ 
sire  of  his  mother,  who  was  a  Catholic,  that  he 
should  enter  the  priesthood  and,  in  order  to  in¬ 
fluence  him  in  that  direction,  he  had  been  educat¬ 
ed  in  a  Catholic  school.  This,  however,  did  not 
coincide  with  the  ideas  of  the  young  man,  who  de¬ 
termined  to  devote  his  life  to  other  fields  of  use¬ 
fulness.  When  in  his  nineteenth  year  he  com¬ 
menced  teaching,  his  first  school  being  in  a  build¬ 
ing  known  as  Bethel  Church.  After  three  years 


as  a  teacher  he  engaged  in  boating  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  Rivers,  acting  as  a  pilot,  and  was 
thus  employed  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  The 
I  lady  whom  he  chose  to  share  his  fortunes  was 
!  jMary  A.,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  Miller, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  From  that  time  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  12,  1851,  IMr.  Thom¬ 
as  devoted  himself  to  cultivating  one  of  his  fath¬ 
er’s  farms.  His  widow  remained  with  the  family 
until  1865,  then  moved  to  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
and  has  since  dwelt  principally  with  her  widowed 
j  daughters.  Her  oldest  child,  Susan  E.,  married 
John  Dicken  of  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  now  de¬ 
ceased;  William  H.  also  lives  in  the  same  county; 
Joseph  A.  is  the  subject  of  this  narrative;  Sarah 
died  in  childhood  in  Kentucky;  Mary-  H.  married 
James  Norris  (now  deceased)  and  makes  her  home 
in  Linn  County. 

J.  A.  Thomas  was  born  in  Breckinridge  County, 
Ky.,  February  15,  1849,  when  he  was  ten  years 
of  age  went  to  live  with  his  paternal  grandmother, 
who  had  moved  to  Linn  County  soon  after  her 
husband’s  death,  as  the  latter  had  previously  en¬ 
tered  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  there. 
In  1866  our  subject  commenced  working  by  the 
month  and  during  the  succeeding  three  years  man¬ 
aged  to  lay  aside  a  large  share  of  his  salary.  Then 
in  company  with  his  brother  William  he  rented  a 
farm,  which  they  managed  for  a  year.  In  1870  li'C’ 
removed  to  Alarion  County  and  in  October  rented 
the  Biddlestone  Farm,  where  he  is  now  living; 
this  he  rented  for  a  few  years  and  then  became  its 
owner,  as  previously  stated.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  Fabius  Lodge  No. 
267,  Maywood,  Lewis  County,  i\Io. 

December  30,  1876,  Mr.  Thomas  married  Mrs. 
Demaris  Bittleson,  daughter  of  Montgomery 
Godman  and  widow  of  Richard  Bittleson.  Mrs. 
Thomas  died  September  2,  1882,  leaving  four 
children :  Alice  and  Maud,  who  were  bom  by  her 
first  marriage  and  are  now  keeping  house  for  our 
j  subject,  and  two  sons,  Eugene  R.,  born  November 
16,  1876,  and  James  P.,  bom  July  30,  1881.  Mr. 
Thomas  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine 
land,  on  which  site  stands  a  handsome  two-story 
brick  dwelling. 
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LUKE  M.  EMERSON. 


UKE  M.  EMERSON  is  well  known  in  Mis- 
souri  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  United 
States  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Pike  County 
Jack  Farm.  Nor  is  his  reputation  limited  to  this 
country,  but  in  his  travels  in  Europe,  and  through 
his  business  interests  there,  he  has  formed  a  large 
acc|uaintance.  He  may  be  regarded  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  type  of  a  Western  man.  He  is  thor¬ 
oughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Western  enter¬ 
prise  and  push,  and  it  is  to  these  qualities  that  his 
remarkable  success  is  largely  attributable.  Now 
in  the  prime  of  life,  his  past  success  may  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  type  of  what  the  future  holds  for  him. 

About  five  miles  from  Louisiana,  Mo.,  klr. 
Emerson  was  born,  March  7,  i860,  being  the  son 
of  Edward  and  Catharine  (Peag)  Emerson,  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  Missouri  and  Virginia.  His 
education  was  gained  in  the  Watson  Seminary, 
and  from  a  very  early  age  he  gave  evidence  of  su¬ 
perior  business  ability.  When  twelve  years  old 
he  became  interested  in  the  stock  business,  and  at 
that  time  he  made  his  first  shipment  to  St.  Louis, 
realizing  therefrom  a  profit  of  ten  dollars.  With 
that  sum  he  invested  in  a  few  head  of  stock,  and 
these  he  shipped  to  Holt,  Payne  &  Co.,  of  the 
Union  Stockyards  of  St.  Louis,  continuing  in 
this  way  until  he  shipped  by  trainload  both  to  St. 
Louis  and  Chicago. 

Prom  the  time  of  entering  the  stock  business 
until  1888  Mr.  Emerson  was  alone,  but  during  the 
latter  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  an  En¬ 
glishman,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business.  While  in  partnership  he  imported 
twenty-five  fine  full-blood  draft  horses,  and,  the 
venture  proving  a  successful  one,  he  was  encour¬ 
aged  to  continue  foreign  importation.  In  Febru¬ 
ary,  1889,  he  went  to  Europe.  Upon  his  arrival 


in  Liverpool  he  was  followed  by  thieves  to  Lon¬ 
don  for  the  purpose  of  robbery,  and  that  night 
was  attacked  by  some  five  or  six  in  number,  but 
he  was  prepared  for  them,  and  by  defending  him¬ 
self  with  his  revolver  shot  at  them,  killing  one  and 
wounding  another  out  of  self-defense.  Portun- 
ately,  he  escaped  without  injury  to  himself  or  the 
loss  of  any  money,  having  at  the  time  over  three 
thousand  dollars  on  his  person.  He  immediately 
gave  himself  up  to  the  authorities  for  the  shoot¬ 
ing  and  was  detained  for  sixty  days,  went  through 
a  preliminary  trial  before  Judge  Grantham  and 
was  defended  by  Sir  Charles  Russell  and  Waddy, 
Q.  C.  Counsel.  It  was  soon  learned  that  he  had 
broken  up  the  worst  gang  of  thieves  ever  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  he  was  exonerated  completely.  At  the 
close  of  his  trial  he  called  upon  the  Spanish  Con¬ 
sul,  who  gave  him  the  necessary  information  in 
regard  to  the  kind  of  money  to  take  to  Spain  and 
the  best  breed  of  animals  to  purchase.  While  in 
Spain  he  purchased  twelve  Jacks,  one  of  which, 
however,  died  while  en  route  to  this  country. 

On  his  return  to  America  Mr.  Emerson  had  no 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  his  stock  at  a  handsome 
profit,  and,  encouraged  by  the  result,  he  returned 
to  Spain  in  1890  and  bought  ninety  head.  As 
before,  on  his  return  he  found  a  ready  market  for 
his  purchase.  In  1891  he  went  to  Spain  again, 
this  time  returning  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
animals,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  im¬ 
ported  two  hundred  and  forty  more.  In  1892  he 
made  a  fourth  trip  to  Spain,  purchasing  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-six  head.  At  his  visits  to  Spain  in 
1893  and  1894  he  purchased  two  hundred  and 
fifty  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  respectively.  In 
1892  his  business  was  so  large  that  every  Western 
State  had  a  buyer  representative  attending  the 
sales  and  one  day  forty  customers  \vere  present; 
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during  that  season  the  sales  amounted  to  from 
ten  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  day, 
averaging  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  each, 
as  high  as  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  being  paid  for  a  single  Jack. 

In  1884  Mr.  Emerson  purchased  his  present 
farm,  which  is  situated  on  a  fine  gravel  road,  four 
miles  from  Bowling  Green.  Every  train  over  the 
C.  &  A.  and  the  St.  L.  &  H.  roads  is  met  by  a 
hack  which  conveys  visitors  to  the  farm.  Both  in 
Bowling  Green  and  at  the  homestead  he  has  hotel 
accommodations  for  visitors,  and  no  charges  are 
made  for  those  who  come  to  buy  Jacks,  whether 
a  purchase  is  made  or  not.  On  this  place  there 
are  at  present  over  two  hundred  Jacks,  and  the 
farm  is  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Emerson  has  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in¬ 
vested  in  this  business,  and  his  barns  accommo¬ 
date  one  thousand  head,  there  being  single  box- 
stalls  for  five  hundred.  The  barns  are  ten  in 
number  and  are  one  hundred  and  sixty  by  seventy- 
five  feet  in  dimensions.  The  property  consists  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  the  finest  land 
that  may  be  found  anywhere  in  the  county  or 
State,  and  every  acre  is  under  cultivation.  An  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Jack  farm  has  been  made  this  year 
of  the  Festis  Williams  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  Included  in  his  last  importation  are 
prize  winners  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  and  Live 
Stock  Exhibitions  in  France  and  Spain.  He 
makes  shipments  to  Nova  Scotia,  Australia,  West 
Indies,  South  America,  Mexico  and,  in  fact,  to  all 
parts  of  the  world. 

In  addition  to  the  place  where  he  makes  his 
home,  Mr.  Emerson  owns  farms  in  almost  every 
State  in  the  West.  His  property  interests  in  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green  are  extensive,  and  include  the  Emerson 
Hotel,  the  only  brick  hotel  in  the  city,  it  being  a 
three-story  structure,  with  forty-eight  rooms  and 
every  modern  convenience.  He  is  also  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  two  livery  bams  and  other  property  in 
Bowling  Green.  His  business  is  transacted  with 
the  Third  and  Fourth  National  Banks  of  St.  Louis 
and  the  St.  Louis  National  Bank,  where  he  is  well 
and  favorably  known.  Strictly  honest  and  up¬ 
right  in  his  character,  he  has  made  friends  who 
are  as  numerous  as  his  acquaintance  is  extensive. 


From  his  portrait  presented  on  the  accompany¬ 
ing  page  it  will  be  seen  that  nature  endowed  him 
with  a  pleasing  personality.  Those  who  know 
him  recognize  the  fact  that  he  has  also  been  en¬ 
dowed  with  a  vigorous  mind.  He  is  quick  to  see 
an  emergency  and  equally  quick  to  devise  means 
to  overcome  it.  His  energy  is  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  traits  of  his  character.  He  is  con¬ 
stantly  occupied  with  devising  plans  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  which  his  superior  executive  ability  gives 
him  the  means  to  carrry  out,  and  it  is  safe  to  pre¬ 
dict  for  him  increasing  successes  as  time 
passes  by. 


David  E.  LILLARD,  who  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Union  Township,  Lew¬ 
is  County,  May  18,  1886,  was  long  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  community  and  won 
the  good  will  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  buy¬ 
ing  and  shipping  live-stock  and  his  correct  busi¬ 
ness  methods  were  usually  crowned  with  success. 
He  and  his  worthy  companion  and  helpmeet  on 
the  voyage  of  life  were  both  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Dover,  Lewis  County,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  still  identified  with  the  congregation.  Mr. 
Lillard  was  a  man  of  sterling  honor  and  integrity, 
his  word  being  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 

A  son  of  David  S.  and  Sarah  (Cox)  Lillard, 
the  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1840,  in  Lewis  County,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  remained  at  home  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  his  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  March  15,  i860.  The  lady,  who  survives 
him,  was  Mildred  A.,  daughter  of  Gabriel  and 
Elizabeth  (Brooking)  Long,  natives  of  Kentucky 
and  Virginia  respectively.  Mrs.  Lillard,  how¬ 
ever,  was  bom  in  Lewis  County,  Mo.,  whither  her 
parents  had  moved  at  an  early  day.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  Mr.  Lillard  located  five  miles  west  of  La 
Grange,  Lewis  County,  on  land  given  him  by  his 
father,  and  continued  to  cultivate  the  place  until 
the  spring  of  1865,  when  he  rented  it  and  removed 
to  Adams  County,  Ill.  For  a  few  months  he  kept 
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a  boarding-house  at  Columbus  and  also  engaged 
in  buying  and  selling  live-stock  to  some  extent. 
Then  returning  to  his  farm  he  continued  to  dwell 
there  for  the  next  nine  years,  in  the  meantime 
raising  stock  extensively  and  buying  and  shipping 
cattle,  giving  almost  his  entire  attention  to  this 
branch  of  business.  In  1874,  upon  the  death  of 
his  wife’s  father,  the  former  came  into  possession 
of  a  portion  of  his  estate,  and  after  building  a 
substantial  house  and  barn  thereon,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lillard  made  it  their  home  until  the  former  was 
called  to  the  home  beyond.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  purchased  the  old  Long  Homestead,  which 
Gabriel  Long,  Mrs.  Lillard’s  father,  had  entered 
and  improved  and  which  had  descended  to  the 
son,  David  Long;  this  valuable  and  improved 
farm  comprises  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
Mrs.  Lillard  has  of  late  years  disposed  of  her 
landed  possession,  reserving  only  her  pleasant 
residence,  surrounded  by  nine  acres  of  land.  Our 
subject  had  been  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F., 
belonging  to  Buckhorn  Lodge  until  a  few  years 
before  his  death. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Lillard  and  wife  was  blessed 
with  four  children:  David  G.,  who  married  Nanny 
L.  Taylor,  and  lives  in  Lewis  County,  was  bom 
January  24,  1861 ;  Maggie,  born  January  23,  1863, 
died  in  infancy;  Sarah  E.,  born  May  24,  1865, 
married  William  D.  Barr,  and  lives  on  a  portion 
of  the  old  Long  Estate,  near  Maywood;  Artie  P., 
born  October  20,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Loudermilk  and  a  resident  of  Lewis  County- 
Three  of  the  children  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Anderson  Long,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lill¬ 
ard,  was  born  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  and  was 
there  married  to  Mildred  Slaughter,  a  native  of  the 
Old  Dominion.  Soon  afterward  they  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  then  a  new  State,  making  the  jour¬ 
ney  on  pack-horses.  Subsequently  Mr.  Long 
came  to  Marion  County,  where  he  resided  for 
many  years,  but  died  in  Tennessee  while  on  a  visit 
to  his  daughter.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  War 
of  the  Revolution  and  his  two  eldest  sons,  Erancis 
and  Nimrod,  both  fought  in  the  War  of  1812. 
His  daughter  Sarah  never  married  and  died  in 
this  county;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Jesse  Grid¬ 
er  and  settled  in  Tennessee;  Ellen  died  in  child¬ 


hood;  Reuben  made  his  home  in  this  county. 
Gabriel  Long  was  born  September  6,  1801,  in 
Kentucky  and  came  to  this  State  with  his  father, 
entering  Government  land  in  Lewis  County,  the 
original  patent  of  which  is  still  in  possession  of 
the  family.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Margaret  (Andrews)  Brooking,  and 
settled  on  the  place  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Lillard, 
who  was  born  and  has  lived  nearly  all  her  life  on 
the  homestead.  Her  parents  were  both  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  David,  the  eldest  son, 
who  formerly  owned  the  farm,  was  accidentally 
killed  in  Marion  County  by  being  thrown  from  a 
horse.  His  wife  Hattie,  now  deceased,  was  a 
daughter  of  Josiah  and'  Harriet  Smoot.  The  only 
child  of  David  Long,  Edina  E.,  is  now  living  with 
her  aunt,  Mrs.  Lillard.  Margaret  E.,  the  latter’s 
sister,  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  another  sister.  Pink,  died  in  childhood. 
John  E.  studied  law  and  had  just  completed  the 
course  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  when  he  died  with  the 
measles  soon  after  reaching  home. 


JOHN  B.  M’LEOD  has  been  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  present  farm  since  Octo¬ 
ber,  1886,  when  he  purchased  the  Nelson 
Lovelace  Place.  The  homestead,  which  comprises 
four  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  is  located 
on  Section  28,  Township  59,  Range  6,  Marion 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  best  to  be  found  in  this 
region.  Commencing  his  career  as  a  poor  boy 
without  capital,  our  subject  deserves  great  com¬ 
mendation  for  his  achievements,  for  he  owes  to 
himself  alone  the  competency  which  he  now  en¬ 
joys. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry  and  owned  a  large  estate  and 
slaves  in  Frederick  County,  Va.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  His  children  were  as  follows:  William, 
Thornton,  George,  John,  Elisha,  Lorenzo,  Nancy, 
Susan,  Betsey,  Polly  and  Rebecca.  John  was  a 
practicing  physician  at  Newtown,  Va. ;  Elisha  and 
William  died  in  the  Old  Dominion;  Nancy  mar¬ 
ried  a  Mr.  Smith  of  West  Virginia;  Betsey  became 
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the  wife  of  Jacob  Newcomer,  a  hatter  by  trade  and 
a  resident  of  Newtown.  Our  subject’s  father,  Lo¬ 
renzo  McLeod,  was  born  in  Virginia  and  on  reach¬ 
ing  a  suitable  age  married  Anna  B.,  daughter  of 
John  B.  Tilden,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  re¬ 
moved  from  that  State  to  Virginia,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  practice  as  a  physician  and  also  preached 
in  the  Methodist  Church.  During  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  he  served  with  the  rank  of  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  After  his  marriage  IMr.  McLeod  became 
the  owner  of  his  father-in-law’s  estate  and  re¬ 
mained  thereon  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his 
death,  when  he  sold  it  to  his  eldest  son  and  re¬ 
moved  to  the  adjacent  village  of  Newtown.  For 
over  forty  years  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
IN'Iethodist  Church.  Of  his  nine  children,  William 
T.  died  on  the  old  Virginian  homestead ;  Rebecca 
(Mrs.  Henry  Victor)  is  living  in  Lynchburg,  Va. ; 
John  B.  is  he  of  whom  we  write;  Mary  C.  became 
the  wife  of  David  Horner  and  resides  in  Lynch¬ 
burg;  Richard  S.,  died  in  Virginia;  Etha  married 
Frank  Montgomery,  since  deceased;  Robert  T., 
still  living  in  the  State  of  his  nativity,  served 
through  the  war  in  Company  A,  First  Virginia 
Cavalr}%  in  Stonewall  Jackson’s  Division,  and  was 
in  the  Battle  of  Spottsylvania  and  other  lead¬ 
ing  engagements;  Martha  V.  is  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Chipley  of  Virginia;  Lorenzo  died  in  child¬ 
hood;  Edwin  C.  is  also  a  resicknt  of  Virginia. 

John  B.  McLeod  was  bom  Eebruary  27,  1834, 
and  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of 
Newtown,  Va.,  for  some  time  having  the  advan¬ 
tages  afforded  by  the  academy  there.  In  1857  he 
emigrated  to  klarion  County,  Mo.,  and  for  two 
years  engaged  in  farming,  on  shares,  the  home¬ 
stead  of  the  widow  of  one  John  Carson.  Eebruary 
I,  1859,  he  married  the  daughter  of  the  house, 
Caroline,  whose  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Stevens.  The  young  couple  began  housekeeping 
on  what  was  known  as  the  Clement  White  Fami 
and  remained  there  for  a  year,  then  removing  to  a 
farm  in  the  same  locality,  which  he  also  rented 
and  where  they  lived  for  two  years.  Then  for 
two  years  prior  to  its  being  sold  our  subject  rented 
Mrs.  Carson’s  farm  and  in  the  spring  of  1865  pur¬ 
chased  the  place,  which  contained  over  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  and  is  now  in  possession  of  John  &Ial- 
lory,  Here  he  remained  until  1886,  raising  and 


dealing  in  live-stock  extensively  and  sometimes 
shipping  the  same.  Eor  nine  years  he  has  lived 
on  the  farm  where  he  is  at  present  and  has  met 
with  good  success  in  his  undertakings.  In  I^Iay, 
1892,  his  two-story  brick  house  was  destroyed  by 
a  tornado  and  nearly  all  of  its  contents  were  brok¬ 
en  or  rendered  useless ;  with  the  exception  of  one 
of  his  children  all  of  his  family  were  in  the  house 
at  the  time  and,  wonderful  as  it  appears,  no  one 
was  injured.  The  tornado  confined  itself  to  a  nar¬ 
row  strip  of  land  and  this  was  the  only  house  de¬ 
stroyed. 

jMrs.  Caroline  IMcLeod  died  May  8,  1865,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children :  Lorenzo  C.,  still  at  home ;  Etha 
B.,  wife  of  John  Battson,  a  drygoods  merchant  of 
Quincy,  Ill.;  the  first-born  child,  Willie,  died  in 
infancy.  November  20,  1866,  IMr.  IMcLeod  mar¬ 
ried  Martha  Carson,  a  niece  of  his  first  wife  and 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Ann  (Painter)  Carson. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  Lulu  V.,  who  is  at 
home;  Hugh,  Robert,  Anna  T.,  John  J.,  Grace  E., 
Valley  V.,  Mabel  C.  and  Eleanor.  Hugh  was 
married  March  28,  1894,  to  Anna,  daughter  of 
Smith  and  Mary  Qohnson)  Scott,  and  resides  on  a 
portion  of  the  home  farm;  Robert  married  Miss 
Alary  Scott  December  27,  1893,  his  wife’s  parents 
being  John  W.  and  Sarah  (Godman)  Scott,  and 
his  home  is  noAV  in  Fabius  Township. 

For  over  thirty  years  Ain  AIcLeod  has  been  a 
member-  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  and  for  over  two  decades  has  been  a  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  congregation  at  Pleasant  Grove.  In  his 
political  convictions  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


Hon.  ISAAC  T.  Dawson,  formerly  pre¬ 
siding  Judge  of  the  Ralls  County  Court, 
has  been  prominently  before  the  public 
for  many  years,  and  has  won  distinction  in  his 
manful  and  zealous  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
naturally  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  Prior  to  being, 
elected  to  the  Judgeship  in  1882,  which  office  he 
held  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  for  six  years,  he 
was  for  eight  years  Justice  of  tlie  Peace.  His 
home  is  in  Saline  Township,  of  which  he  is  one 
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of  the  sturdy  pioneers.  For  a  long  period  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on 
his  well  improved  homestead,  which  is  situated 
on  Section  23. 

Born  December  27,  1839,  our  subject  is  a  son  of 
John  C.  and  Eliza  (Scott)  Dawson.  The  father 
was  born  in  Clark  County,  Ky.,  November  8, 
1799,  and  died  in  1868,  while  his  wife,  also  from 
Kentucky,  born  July  10,  1803,  departed  this  life 
in  December,  1865.  They  were  married  in  Clark 
County,  Ky.,  from  whence  they  emigrated  to  this 
county  in  1828,  settling  on  Ely’s  Creek  in  this 
township.  In  early  days  INIr.  Dawson  was  a 
slave  owner  and  after  coming  here  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  some  eight  years.  The  journey 
from  one  State  to  the  other  was  made  by  means  of 
wagons  and  the  aged  mother  of  J.  C.  Dawson 
accompanied  the  family.  Until  the  war  Mr.  Davi¬ 
son  was  a  Whig,  but  his  sympathies  being  with 
the  southern  side  he  then  became  a  Democrat. 
His  family  comprised  the  following  sons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  Jacob  is  now  farming  in 
Wisconsin,  Martin  J.  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Abi- 
line,  Texas;  Polly  A.  is  the  wife  of  O.  W.  Haw¬ 
kins,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Monroe  City;  Abi¬ 
gail  married  Isaac  L.  Owen,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Marion  County;  Isaac  T.  is  he  of  whom  we 
write;  John  R.  is  deceased. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  in 
his  early  days  were  limited  as  he  attended  the  old 
log  cabin  school  of  the  period.  When  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age  he  enlisted  under  Gen. 
Price  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  served  as 
Eirst  Lieutenant  under  that  noted  officer  for  a 
year.  He  then  returned  home  and  in  1862  went 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  stayed  until  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  Then  in  company  with  a  brother  he 
managed  his  father’s  old  homestead  up  to  1869, 
when  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  farm. 
Several  years  passed  during  which  he  bought  and 
sold  a  number  of  farms  and  finally  in  1882  he 
came  to  his  present  home  where  he'  owns  four 
hundred  acres.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  ad¬ 
herent  of  the  Democratic  party  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

In  1865  Mr.  Dawson  and  Rebecca  V.  Ely  were 
united  in  marriage  in  this  county,  of  which  the 


lady  is  also  a  native,  having  been  born  Sept'ember 
4,  1846.  Her  father,  William  S.,  a  native  of  Boone 
County,  Ky.,  born  in  1805,  died  in  1876.  At  one 
time  he  owned  slaves  and  an  extensive  plantation. 
He  was  a  Democrat  and  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  several  years.  Religiously  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  His  mar¬ 
riage  was  celebrated  in  this  county  with  Rebecca 
Utterback,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1808 
and  whose  death  occurred  in  1890.  Both  of  these 
worthy  people  had  settled  in  this  township  about 
1832  and  were  thenceforth  identified  with  its  de¬ 
velopment.  The  children  born  to  this  couple 
.  were  as  follows :  Polly  A.,  who  married  Andrew 
Pollard  (both  deceased) ;  Emily  J.,  wife  of 
William  E.  Blackburn,  a  banker  of  Hunnewell, 
Mo.;  Eliza  E.,  whose  husoand,  P.  IMorris,  is  a 
farmer  of  Chariton  County,  Mo.;  William  M.,  and 
Sara,  deceased,  the  latter  formerly  the  wife  of 
Henry  Brittingstein,  now  of  New  Mexico;  Isaac, 
deceased,  and  Rebecca. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  have  had  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Cecil,  is  now 
on  a  sheep  ranch  in  Montana.  Eliza,  Thomas, 
Jennie  and  John  R.,  are  at  home;  one  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  enjoy  the  confidence  and  high  es¬ 
teem  of  their  large  number  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances. 


Robert  S.  KEITHLY,  residing  on  Sec¬ 
tion  5,  Township  55,  Range  6,  with  Post- 
office  at  Cincinnati,  Mo.,  was  born  March 
30,  1841,  in  St.  Charles  County,  IMo.,  and  is  a  son 
of  Simon  Keithly,  born  in  the  same  county  IMarc’n 
12,  1812. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Keithly, 
was  born  in  Green  County,  Ky.,  about  1782,  and 
was  of  German  origin.  He  was  reared  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  the  war  he  came  to  St.  Charles,  Mo., 
and  located  ten  miles  west  of  the  city  of  St. 
Charles,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  lo¬ 
cality.  Here  he  lived  and  died,  owning  at  the 
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time  of  his  death  a  large  farm  and  a  number  of 
slaves,  and  in  those  early  days  he  used  to  ship  his 
wheat  to  St.  Louis  by  flatboat.  He  was  an  indus¬ 
trious  and  energetic  man,  possessed  of  good  busi¬ 
ness  ability,  and  became  quite  wealthy.  He  was 
married  three  times.  By  his  first  marriage  there 
were  six  sons  and  six  daughters:  Simon,  father 
of  our  subject;  Obadiah,  still  living  in  Carroll 
County,  Mo.;  Samuel,  who  lived  and  died  in  St. 
Charles  County;  Mervin,  also  living  in  St.  Charles 
County;  John  was  a  practicing  physician  in  Ver¬ 
non  County,  where  he  died  in  1890;  Julius  C., 
now  living  in  Oregon;  Mahala  married  Newton 
Castello,  a  physician  of  St.  Charles  County;  Lu¬ 
cinda,  who  married  Robert  McCliniiey,  resides 
in  California;  Julia  A.  first  married  Fielding 
Jones,  and  subsequently  Thomas  Shelton,  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth  married  Ora  Cottle, 
who  died  in  Montgomery  County,  Mo. ;  Cordelia, 
who  married  Nathaniel  Castello;  Mary,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Jefferson  Inskip,  of  Lafayette  County,  Mo. 

Simon  Keithly’s  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  his  education  was  received 
in  the  common  schools.  He  was  married  March 
16,  1834,  to  Eleanor  Robinson,  born  April  12, 
1819,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Robinson 
and  a  native  of  Pike  County,  Mo.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  located  on  a  farm  joining  his  father’s 
place,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1854.  He  lived  an  uneventful  and  quiet 
life  on  his  farm,  and  was  a  member  of  the  iMeth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  His  children,  ten  in 
number,  are  as  follows:  Amanda,  born  April  10, 
1835,  married  James  Van  Burkles,  of  St.  Charles 
County;  Mary,  born  March  14,  1837,  died  in  child¬ 
hood;  Eleanor,  born  January  ii,  1839,  mar¬ 
ried  James  King,  who  died,  when  she  subse¬ 
quently  married  William  Parrel,  of  Florida;  Rob¬ 
ert,  our  subject;  Joseph  F.,  born  March  27,  1843; 
.George  W.,  born  September  3,  1845;  Mervin  W., 
born  September  4,  1847;  Charlotte,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1849,  married  John  McGinnis,  of  Texas; 
■Orin  O.,  born  May  3,  1852;  Simon,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1854.  The  mother  of  these  children  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  and  subsequently  married 
James  Cooley  and  moved  to  Te.xas,  where  she 
died  in  January,  1864. 


Robert  S.  Keithly,  our  subject,  was  left  father¬ 
less  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  and  remained 
at  home  with  his  mother  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  attending  the  common  schools  as  the  op¬ 
portunity  afforded.  In  1859,  during  the  Pike’s 
Peak  excitement,  he  joined  a  company  organized 
in  his  county  and  started  for  Colorado  by  team; 
when  almost  across  Kansas  he  .gave  up  the  trip 
and  came  home.  After  his  return  he  remained  in 
his  native  county  and  worked  as  a  farm  laborer 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  In  December,  1861, 
Col.  Dorsey  organized  a  regiment  in  St.  Charles 
County,  and  IMr.  Keithly  entered  the  Confederate 
service  under  Capt.  Montgomery  Johnson,  who 
was  a  physician  in  that  county.  His  regiment 
started  to  join  the  Confederate  forces  in  the 
Southern  States,  but  in  Boone  County  were  dis¬ 
persed  and  a  greater  part  captured  by  Gen.  Pren¬ 
tiss.  Our  subject  and  a  few  others  escaped  and 
returned  home.  In  IMarch,  1862,  he  again  at¬ 
tempted  to  join  the  army  under  Capt.  Sharp,  a 
cousin.  This  time  he  got  as  far  as  Lincoln 
County,  when  they  encountered  a  large  force  of 
Federal  militia.  In  the  engagement  he  was  cap¬ 
tured  and  his  company  again  disbanded.  Having 
made  two  attempts  to  become  a  soldier,  and  both 
being  unsuccessful,  he  now  concluded  to  give  up 
the  idea  and  remain  at  home,  but  in  December, 
1864,  he  was  drafted  by  the  Federals,  and  to  escape 
the  service  again  attempted  to  reach  the  South. 
This  time  he  succeeded  in  getting  through,  reach¬ 
ing  Price’s  cavalry  on  the  river  line  between  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Texas.  Here  he  entered  the  Confed¬ 
erate  service  in  Company  B,  Ninth  Missouri  In¬ 
fantry,  under  Capt.  Willis,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  surrendering  at  Shreveport;  he 
received  his  parole  at  Alexander.  Taking  the 
steamer  Mary  Jones  at  Baton  Rouge,  he  arrived 
at  home  June  22,  1865. 

On  August  22  following,  Robert  Keithly 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Evaline  Howell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Nancy  (Harney)  Howell, 
and  a  native  of  St.  Charles  County,  Mo.,  born 
April  I,  1843.  parents  were  natives  of  the 

same  county,  her  mother  being  a  niece  of  Gen. 
Harney.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Keithly  located 
on  the  old  homestead,  buying  out  the  other  heirs. 
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He  remained  on  the  farm  for  two  years,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  another  farm  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  in  the  same  county,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  December,  1873,  when  he  sold  that 
farm  and  came  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  place  that  he  now  owns,  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keithly:  Ida 
B.,  born  July  27,  1866,  died  November  26,  1889; 
she  was  the  wife  of  James  A.  Bailey,  who  still  lives 
in  this  county  with  their  two  children,  Vera  F.  and 
John  K.  The  sou,  Chiles  Lester,  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1873,  and  was  educated  in  the  College  of 
Palmyra  and  St.  Charles  College.  At  present  he 
is  reading  medicine  and  expects  to  take  up  that 
profession. 

Since  coming  to  Ralls  County  Mr.  Keithly  has 
carried  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  A 
portion  of  his  land  is  located  in  the  rich  bottom  of  : 
Salt  River.  His  residence  is  on  the  upland,  where  ' 
he  has  a  cotnfortable  house  and  surroundings.  ' 
Mr.  Keithly,  his  wife  and  son  are  members  of  ; 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Cincinnati, 
and  he  is  a  Master  Mason. 


RRIN  S.  BEARCE  is  one  of  the  old  resi¬ 
dents  of  Macon,  as  over  thirty  years  ago 
he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  people  of  this  ’ 
enterprising  city.  Since  then  he  has  constandy  | 
endeavored  to  advance  her  best  interests,  and  ! 
has  been  a  witness  of  the  vast  changes  for  the  bet-  ^ 
ter  which  have  taken  place  within  her  boundaries,  j 
The  founders  of  the  Bearce  family  in  the  ! 
United  States  were  Austin  and  Hannah  Bearce, 
who  settled  in  Massachusetts,  whither  they  had  . 
removed  from  England.  The  first-named  was  a 
native  of  fair  Albion,  but  his  wife  was  born  in  ' 
Scotland.  To  them  were  born  twenty-three  chil¬ 
dren,  and  from  them  are  descended  all  bearing-  the 

o 

name  in  America,  it  is  supposed. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  Orrin  and  Susan 
(Harlow)  Bearce,  who  owned  a  good  farm  in  Ox¬ 
ford  (now  called  Androscoggin)  County,  Maine. 


Seven  of  their  eleven  children  are  still  living: 
Zebulon,  who  is  on  the  old  homestead;  Orrin  S., 
Horace  M.,  a  farmer  of  Winthrop,  Maine;  Har¬ 
riet  E.,  widow  of  H.  W.  Small,  of  East  Boston, 
Maine;  Susan,  wife  of  Daniel  French,  of  Auburn, 
Maine;  Maria, -widow  of  Isaac  Gross,  of  Auburn, 
Maine;  Anna  C.,  widow  of  Virgil  True,  of  Cam¬ 
eron,  Mo.  Those  deceased  are:  Abbie  Higgins, 
Jane  Alden,  Jefferson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enteen  years;  Simeon  Lowell,  who  died  in  this 
city. 

O.  S.  Bearce  was  born  November  2,  1824,  in 
Oxford  County,  Maine.  He  lived  on  the  old  farm 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  learning  the  dyer’s  trade  in  a 
woolen  factory.  At  the  end  of  a  year,  however, 
he  abandoned  the  business,  and  for  some  time 
sold  goods  as  the  proverbial  “Yankee  Peddler.” 
Next  he  went  to  Brown  County,  Ohio,  with  the 
intention  of  taking  up  medical  studies,  but  was 
discouraged  when  he  found  that  his  uncle, 
Simeon  Lowell  Bearce,  with  whom  he  had  in¬ 
tended  to  pursue  a  course  of  training,  was  obliged 
to  ride  night  and  day.  The  young  man  proceeded 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  engaged  in  selling 
oilcloth,  and  at  last  owned  an  interest  in  an  oil¬ 
cloth  factory  there.  He  was  then  seventeen  years 
old,  and  before  long  he  also  operated  a  similar 
factory  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.  Four  years  passed 
and  the  business  proved  a  failure,  whereupon 
Mr.  Bearce  became  a  book  agent.  Three  years 
subsequently  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  Peoria 
firm,  dealers  in  drugs,  and  traveled  for  them  for 
about  seven  years.  The  succeeding  decade  he 
was  himself  engaged  in  the  drug  trade,  owning  a 
store  at  Oquawka,  Ill. 

The  year  1864  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Bearce  in  Macon,  and  seeing  the  promising  fu¬ 
ture  in  store  for  the  little  city  he  made  good  in¬ 
vestments  and  also  opened  a  stock  of  drugs,  which 
business  he  followed  for  another  ten  years.  Then 
he  commenced  manufacturing  plows,  but  the  ven¬ 
ture  did  not  prove  a  successful  one.  Now  he  is 
practically  retired,  owns  valuable  property  here 
and  looks  after  his  various  investments. 

December  28,  1848,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Bearce 
and  Eliza  A.,  daughter  of  Seymour  Decker,  was 
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celebrated.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer. 
Formerly  he  lived  in  Peoria,  but  his  death  took 
place  in  Macon  in  1885.  Three  children  have 
come  to  bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife:  Horace  Lovell,  who  died  when 
sixteen  months  old;  Emma  Jane  (Mrs.  J.  W.  Pat¬ 
ton,  of  this  city);  Ida  Alay,  who  died  in  childhood 
(1857).  Mrs.  Bearce  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Few  citizens  of  this  place  are  more  enthusiastic 
Republicans  than  he  of  whom  we  write.  He  has 
furnished  a  large  share  of  the  funds  used  in  cam¬ 
paign  work  for  many  years  and  is  recognized  as 
a  leader.  Frequently  has  he  been  sent  as  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  conventions,  and  he  attended  the  first  one 
held  in  Illinois.  Again  he  was  present  at  the 
State  Convention  convened  at  Decatur  a  week 
before  the  nomination  of  Lincoln.  He  aided  in 
instructing  delegates  to  vote  for  the  great  man 
first,  last  and  all  the  time,  and  was  thus  an  humble 
instrument  in  the  promotion  of  right,  freedom 
and  progress.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 


MAJ.  SIDNEY  G.  BROCK.  The  measure 
of  a  man’s  worth  in  any  community  is 
what  he  has  accomplished.  The  man 
whose  name  heads  this  article  has  ever  been  in 
the  foremost  rank  of  the  best  citizens  of  the 
county  and  State,  interested  in  their  material  ad¬ 
vancement  and  advocating  the  adoption  of  any 
measure  calculated  to  promote  the  good  of  ihe 
town,  county  or  the  people. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  born 
in  Cleveland  April  10,  1837.  He  is  the  son  of 
Eleazer  A.  Brock,  a  manufacturer  of  the  Forest 
City  and  for  many  years  a  leading  member  of  the 
Citv  Council.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ver- 

t  . 

mont;  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  I\Iar- 
guerite  Platt,  was  born  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y. 

Sidney  G.  Brock  was  reared  in  Cleveland  and 
was  there  graduated  from  the  High  School  with 
the  class  of  ’53.  He  then  took  the  full  course  at 


Allegheny  College,  iMeadville,  Pa.,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  hightest 
honors  in  1859,  carrying  off  the  prize  in  both 
Greek  and  English  literature.  After  completing 
his  collegiate  course  Mr.  Brock  began  studying 
law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Hiram  Griswold,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  at  the  same  time  attending  the  Cleve¬ 
land  Law  School.  Being  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1861,  he  soon  thereafter  opened  an  office  in  his 
native  city.  He  was  married  December  i  of  that 
year  to  Miss  Louisa  O.,  daughter  of  Prof.  L.  D. 
Williams,  of  Allegheny  College. 

In  1861  our  subject  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army 
as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Sixty-Seventh  Ohio 
Infantry,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant,  and  later  Adjutant  of  the  Regiment. 
He  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy  and  while  in 
command  of  his  company  participated  in  many 
of  the  hard-fought  battles  in  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina.  By  his  conspicuous  bravery  and  ability 
as  an  officer  he  won  the  rank  of  Alajor  and  was 
appointed  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Howell  and  Gen. 
Foster,  and  with  this  title  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

IMaj.  Brock  located  in  iMacon,  this  State,  in 
1866,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Gen.  F.  A.  Jones  in  the  practice  of  law.  During 
the  sixteen  years  they  were  associated  together 
they  were  solicited  as  counsel  for  many  of  the  most 
noted  cases  conducted  in  the  courts  of  this  county. 
In  1871  he  established  the  Macon  Republican, 
with  Mr.  Jones  as  his  partner,  and  they  remained 
together  until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1882.  !Maj. 
Brock  then  managed  affairs  alone  until  1889, 
when  he  sold  the  plant  to  its  present  manage¬ 
ment. 

Maj.  and  Mrs.  Brock  are  members  in  excellent 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Church,  and  in  1876  was  a  delegate  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masons,  of  the  L.  L.,  and  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Po¬ 
litically  he  is  a  tried  and  true  Republican.  He 
has  always  labored  earnestly  and  zealously  for 
the  success  of  that  organization,  believing  as  he 
does  that  its  policy  and  principles  are  most  con- 
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ducive  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
country.  He  is  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  gentle¬ 
man,  cultured  and  brilliantly  educated,  and  as  a 
citizen  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  worth  and  integ¬ 
rity.  Those  opposed  to  him  in  political  faith,  or 
who  have  antagonized  him  in  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  any  measure  he  may  have  advocated,  accord 
to  him  sincerity  and  thorough  honesty  of  purpose. 
To  Maj.  and  Mrs.  Brock  there  have  been  born 
three  children:  Alvin  W.,  Sidney  L.  and  Benajah 
B.  In  1888  Maj.  Brock  made  the  race  against 
Wm.  Hatch  for  Representative  to  Congress  in 
the  First  District  of  Missouri;  though  not  elected 
he  cut  down  his  majority  from  four  thousand  to 
two  thousand  three  hundred.  In  1889  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Harrison  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.  While  filling  this  position  he 
was  commended  frequently  by  the  leading  jour¬ 
nals  for  his  efficiency  and  ability  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  He  was  also  a  frequent  contributor 
to  the  metropolitan  journals  and  leading  maga¬ 
zines.  One  of  the  most  prominent  articles  from 
his  pen  was  a  contribution  to  the  Fortnightly  Re¬ 
view,  one  of  the  leading  magazines  of  England, 
entitled  “The  Advance  in  the  United  States  from 
1790  to  1890,”  which  attracted  much  attention 
because  of  the  facts  and  figures  there  given,  show¬ 
ing  the  marvelous  advance  made  in  civilization, 
commerce,  science  and  the  arts  during  the  first 
century  of  the  great  Republic. 

Maj.  Brock  is  an  eloquent  and  forcible  speaker, 
and  is  frequently  called  on  to  address  the  public 
on  moral,  political,  educational  and  commercial 
questions.  He  is  well  known  and  highly  esteemed, 
not  only  at  his  home,  but  by  friends  all  over  the 
United  States. 


Robert  a.  TRIBBLE.  a  lifetime  of  ear¬ 
nest  endeavor  in  pursuing  the  various  oc¬ 
cupations  in  which  he  has  been  engaged 
has  served  to  place  Mr.  Tribble  among  the  highly- 
honored  and  successful  residents  of  Pike  County. 
He  has  been  especially  favored  in  his  farming  en¬ 


terprises,  and  is  now  living  retired  on  his  fine 
estate  in  Spencer  Township. 

A  native  of  Kentucky,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Harrison  County,  October  8,  1828.  His  parents 
were  George  J.  and  Margaret  (Collins)  Tribble. 
The  father  was.  born  January  15,  1794,  in  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  Va.,  and  departed  this  life  in  1878. 
George  J.  was  the  son  of  George  Tribble,  also  a 
native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  where  he  spent  his 
entire  life  prosecuting  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing.  He  owned  large  estates  and  attained  some 
prominence.  His  family  of  six  children  are  all 
deceased. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Tribble  was  born  November  3, 
1797,  also  in  Bedford  County,  and  survived  her 
husband  three  years,  dying  in  1881.  Her  father, 
John  Collins,  was  born,  reared  and  died  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  By  her  union  with  George  Tribble,  to 
whom  she  was  married  in  her  native  State,  there 
were  born  twelve  children,  four  sons  and  eight 
daughters,  namely:  Martha,  John,  Ellen,  [Mil¬ 
dred,  Mary  and  George,  deceased;  Thomas  A.,  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Ross,  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Town¬ 
ship;  Robert  A.,  of  this  sketch;  William,  deceased; 
Huldah,  now  Mrs.  J.  Stewart,  an  agriculturist  of 
this  section;  Cadella,  Mrs.  J.  Rowley,  lives  in 
Louisiana,  this  State;  Toletha,  the  widow  of 
Chap  Jennings,  formerly  a  resident  of  Buffalo 
Township,  this  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Pike 
County  with  his  family  in  the  year  1830,  and,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Buffalo  Township,  there  lived  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming.  He  owned 
a  large  tract  of  land,  valuable  and  highly  culti¬ 
vated,  and  in  addition  to  agricultural  pursuits  de¬ 
voted  much  time  to  stock-raising. 

Robert  Tribble  was  married  in  1854  to  Louisa 
Hawkins,  who  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  \  a.. 
May  10,  1836.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  (Jennings)  Hawkins,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  the  Old  Dominion  in  1880,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1836 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  Her  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Jemima  Jennings,  and  they,  too, 
were  Virginians  by  birth. 

Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Hawkins  were  married 
in  their  native  State  and  reared  a  family  of  one 
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son  and  four  daughters.  They  were  Sally,  de¬ 
ceased;  Elizabeth,  living  in  Virginia;  Benjamin, 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  Old  Dominion;  Louisa, 
Airs.  Tribble,  and  Jemima,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  sister  Louisa. 

The  family  of  our  subject  embraced  two  sons 
and  five  daughters.  Of  these  Alargaret  is  now 
the  wife  of  Eaton  Paynter,  a  farmer,  and  also  a 
carpenter,  living  in  Spencer  Township;  John  W. 
is  farming  in  this  section;  Jemima  A.  and  Sarah 
E.,  twins,  are  deceased;  Robert  T.  is  cultivating  a 
good  farm  in  this  township;  Sarah  married  Jo¬ 
seph  Wilson,  a  substantial  tiller  of  the  soil  in  the 
vicinity  of  her  old  home,  and  Laura  B.  married 
James  Calhoun,  also  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

The  subject  of  this  review  aided  his  father  at 
home  until  three  years  after  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority,  when  he  began  for  himself  on  forty  acres 
which  he  had  purchased.  This  he  kept  for  four 
or  five  years,  and  then  disposing  of  it  came  to  his 
present  estate,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 
He  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  but  since  sold  ninety  acres,  so  that 
his  place  is  now  nearly  two  hundred  acres  in  ex¬ 
tent.  He  is  a  careful  manager  and  good  financier, 
and  stands  well  in  the  business  world.  In  politics 
he  uses  his  influence  for  the  interests  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  Religiously  he  is  a  Baptist,  and  a 
member  of  the  church  of  that  denomination. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  he  is  held  in 
high  repute  by  the  citizens  of  Pike  County  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  excellent  character  and  pleasant  qual¬ 
ities. 


WILLIAAI  E.  LINK,  who  in  1891  pur¬ 
chased  a  one-half  interest  in  the  Kirks- 
ville  Journal,  became  sole  proprietor  cf 
this  sheet  in  1894.  He  was  born  in  Nevada  City, 
Col.,  November  8,  1861,  to  Samuel  AI.  and  Alary 
E.  Link,  natives  of  Carrollton,  Greene  County, 
Ill. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  S.  AI.  Link,  who  is 
now  President  of  the  Eirst  International  Bank  of 
the  above  city,  is  a  well-educated  gentleman  and 


a  shrewd  business  man.  When  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority  he  went  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  and  two 
years  later,  in  company  with  his  father  and 
brother,  journeyed  farther  westward  to  the  gold 
fields  of  Colorado,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Nevada  District  and  was  elected 
its  first  Recorder  and  Secretary,  and  later  elected 
Judge  of  the  Aliners’  Court. 

Samuel  AI.  Link  returned  to  Alissouri  in  1861 
and  was  married  to  Aliss  Alary  A.  Link;  with  his 
young  bride  he  retraced  his  steps  to  Colorado, 
where  he  followed  mining  until  1866.  That  year 
he  came  to  Kirksville  and  engaged  in  the  stock 
and  grain  business. 

Grandfather  Lewis  W.  Link  was  born  in  Bour¬ 
bon  County,  Ky.,  in  1807.  He  married  Hannah 
Crane,  and  afterward  moved  to  Illinois,  where 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  serving 
in  that  capacity  when  Vandalia  was  the  capital. 
In  1866  he  became  a  resident  of  Kirksville,  and 
here  died  (1883)  when  advanced  in  years.  His 
father,  bearing  the  name  of  Christian  Link,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Old  Dominion;  later  he  emigrated  to 
Kentucky,  but  passed  his  last  days  in  Illinois. 

Samuel  AI.  Link  was  made  Vice-President  of 
the  Eirst  National  Bank  of  Kirksville,  AIo.,  and 
elected  President  in  1884,  and  when  it  became 
the  Eirst  International  Bank  he  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  new  bank,  which  position  he  now 
holds.  His  son,  our  subject,  was  given  a  good 
education,  being  graduated  from  the  State  Nor¬ 
mal,  at  Adair,  with  the  class  of  ’81.  When  ready 
to  begin  a  business  career  he  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  implement  business  in  partnership  with 
J.  AI.  Kennedy  and  sustained  this  relationship 
until  1891,  when  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
the  A'lacon  Journal  and  desired  to  give  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  business.  The  paper,  of  which  he  is 
now  owner,  is  a  neat,  well-regulated  sheet,  con¬ 
taining  much  useful  information  and  local  mat¬ 
ters  of  interest  to  its  readers.  It  is  a  Republican 
organ  and  firm  in  the  support  of  party  principles. 

William  E.  Link  was  married  October  8,  1891, 
to  Aliss  Alamie,  daughter  of  George  and  Orma 
V ance.  Airs.  Link  was  born  in  Santa  Ana,  Cal., 
in  1868,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
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become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Julian  and 
Helen.  Mr.  Link  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Link  of  the  Christian  Chrirch. 
The  former  takes  a  prominent  part  in  politics, 
being  a  member  of  the  City  Republican  Com¬ 
mittee. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  N.  HICKMAN  is  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  Marion  County, 
where  he  has  dwelt  for  about  half  a  centur}'. 
He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  County  Court  in  1882 
and  re-elected  in  1884  in  the  western  district  of 
Marion  County.  In  this  responsible  position  he 
has  acquitted  himself  admirably  in  every  detail  and 
has  won  the  warm  commendation  of  all  con¬ 
cerned.  His  home  is  on  Section  10,  Township  59, 
Range  6,  which  property  came  into  his  possession 
by  purchase. 

The  Hickmans  were  of  German  origin  and  our 
subject’s  Grandfather  Peter  was  one  of  the  early 
Virginia  settlers  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Oakwood,  member  of  an  old 
family  of  that  region,  and  had  three  children:  Ja¬ 
cob,  born  November  i,  1801;  Michael,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  Knox  County,  Mo.;  Catherine,  who 
died  in  childhood.  The  two  brothers  went  to 
Brown  County,  Ohio,  with  an  uncle  when  the 
elder  one  was  only  ten  years  oj  age  and  remained 
there  several  years.  Jacob,  who  was  our  subject’s 
father,  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter 
and  millwright’s  trade  and  in  1838  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  whither  his  brother  had  preceded  him  a 
year,  settling  in  what  is  now  Knox  County.  Jacob 
also  took  up  land,  but  then  went  back  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  he  remained  until  1843;  Eighty  of 
his  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Missouri  land 
are  still  in  possession  of  his  descendants. 

The  marriage  of  Jacob  to  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Wiley)  Stroube,  occurred  in  the 
Blue  Grass  State.  The  lady  was  born  in  Bracken 
County,  Ky.,  and  was  married  April  5,  1831.  Her 
death  occurred  November  8,  1837,  when  she  left 
two  children:  Augustus,  born  November  17, 
1834;  William  N.,  of  this  sketch.  The  father  sub¬ 


sequently  (Eebruary,  1842)  married  Elizabeth 
Wiley,  who  was  bom  December  14,  1807,  in 
Bracken  County,  Ky.,  being  a  daughter  of  Elijah 
and  Martha  (Sealj  Wiley.  By  this  union  there 
were  born  the  following  children:  Martha  C., 
February  17,  1843;  Mary  M.,  August  17,  1844; 
Sarah  C.,  March  i,  1846;  Matilda  E.,  IMarch  7, 
1849.  With  the  exception  of  the  eldest,  they  were 
all  natives  of  Marion  County.  Mary  became  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Hansbrough  and  died  Februar}"  i, 
1880.  Sarah  C.  married  H.  S.  Potter  of  this  coun¬ 
ty  and  Matilda,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  T.  jMay, 
resides  in  Vernon  County,  Mo.  For  several 
years  the  father  of  these  children  was  County  Sur¬ 
veyor  of  Bracken  County,  Ky.,  and  also  served 
as  Po.stmaster  of  Locust  Alills  for  some  time. 
After  coming  here  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
twelve  years  and  for  three  years  was  Postmaster 
of  Taylor’s  Mill,  Marion  County.  For  many  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  having 
operated  the  plant  at  Palmyra  for  a  short  time  and 
in  1847  became  interested  in  Taylor’s  grist  and 
saw  mill,  located  on  the  Fabius  River.  This  he 
operated  for  three  years  and  in  1848  bought  the 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  on  which  his  son  now 
resides.  From  that  time  onward  he  gave  most  of 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  raising  stock 
and  grain;  he  had  previously  owned  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  fn  Fabius  Town¬ 
ship  and  still  retained  his  Knox  County  land.  His 
death  occurred  August  23,  1868,  but  his  widow  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  with  our  subject, 
and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health. 

The  Judge  was  born  May  17,  1836,  in  Bracken 
County,  Ky.,  and  was  only  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  the  other  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  Mariop  County.  His  early  life  was  passed 
on  a  farm  and  his  education  was  such  as  was  af¬ 
forded  by  the  district  schools;  several  times  dur¬ 
ing  his  youth  he  visited  his  own  home  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  once  he  spent  a  winter  there.  In  1868 
he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  which  he  has  man¬ 
aged  with  good  executive  ability.  He  raises  a  gen¬ 
eral  line  of  the  crops  common  to  this  region  and 
also  keeps  a  number  of  cattle  and  horses  on  the 
farm.  During  the  war  he  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Militia  and  had  horses  confiscated  on  several 
occasions.  He  has  never  married  and  his  maiden 
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sister  and  mother  receive  his  dutiful  care  and  at-  ; 
tention.  ' 

Since  1886  Mr.  Hickman  has  been  a  member  of  ! 
Fabius  Lodge  No.  24,  A.  O.  U.  \V.,  of  Palmyra  ' 
and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  American  Anti- 
Horsethief  Association  of  Palmyra.  In  1876  he 
went  to  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia 
and  on  the  way  enjoyed  the  beauties  of  Niagara 
Falls.  He  returnefl  through  Kentucky,  having 
previously  stopped  in  Washington  and  Cincin¬ 
nati,  and  at  that  time  made  his  last  visit  to  the  old 
home  and  friends  in  Kentucky.  At  the  death  of 
our  subject’s  sister  i\Iar}'  she  left  four  children, 
namely:  Ella,  John,  Elbert  and  William;  three 
years  afterward  their  father  died.  Our  subject 
then  took  and  reared  three  of  the  children,  the 
fourth  and  youngest  having  died  at  the  age  of 
about  eight  months.  Two  of  the  children,  Ella 
and  Elbert,  are  still  living  with  our  subject. 


JAIMES  A.  SCOTT  is  one  of  the  old  and  hon-  ! 
ored  inhabitants  of  IMarion  County,  his  home  i 
being  on  Section  12,  Township  59,  Range 
6.  Fie  has  made  a  specialty  of  buying,  feeding  I 
and  selling  live-stock  and  has  made  a  good  income 
in  this  line.  F'or  over  a  quarter  of  a  centurv-  his 
dwelling  has  been  on  his  present  farm,  which  com-  | 
prises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-im-  j 
proved  and  fertile  land.  He  is  esteemed  and  re-  * 
spected  by  his  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances  and  is  known  to,  be  a  man  of  strict  integrity 
of  character. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  four  children  born  to 
Smith  and  IMary  (Chilton)  Scott,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  whose  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Kentucky  ! 
at  the  home  of  IMiss  Chilton,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Ellen  Chilton.  Air.  Scott  engaged  in  farming 
and  kept  a  numljcr  of  slaves  in  Kentucky,  where  | 
he  resided  until  his  death.  After  that  event  his  ' 
widow  became  the  wife  of  James  AlcPike,  who  had 
located  in  Pike  County,  AIo.,  in  1842  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  had  settled  in  Alarion  County,  buying  j 
about  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Round  Grove  | 
Township  and  some  time  afterward  purchasing  i 


eight  or  nine  hundred  acres  in  Eabius  Township, 
a  portion  of  which  Benjamin  AlcPike  now  owns. 
The  brothers  of  our  subject  are  J.  \Y.,  George 
and  Smith,  the  first  mentioned  a  resident  of  Alar- 
ion  County,  the  second  a  fruit-grower  of  Califor¬ 
nia  and  the  youngest  a  farmer  of  Fabius  Town¬ 
ship.  By  her  second  marriage  our  subject’s  moth¬ 
er  had  five  children,  of  whom  Charles  A.  died  at 
home  (1862)  of  consumption  and  Benjamin  and 
Jefferson  went  through  the  war.  Benjamin  now 
lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Jefferson  is  a  resident 
of  Knox  County,  AIo.;  Zachary  C.  died  when  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age;  Ellen,  the  only  daughter,  is  the 
wife  of  James  Proctor  of  Alonroe  City,  AIo. 

Born  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  June  25,  1828, 
James  A.  Scott  resided  with  his  mother  until  he 
came  to  Alissouri  (1847).  He  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  when  nineteen  years  old  left 
home  to  engage  in  making  an  independent  liveli¬ 
hood.  At  first  he  worked  for  twenty-five  cents  a 
day  and  was  employed  in  various  ways  until  1851. 
Then  going  to  Pike  County  he  entered  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  Government  land  near 
Curry ville  and  in  1853  traded  the  place  for  a  tract 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  belonging  to 
\\’illiam  AlcPike,  a  brother  of  his  step-father,  this 
place  being  the  one  on  which  his  youngest  brother 
now'  lives. 

November  17,  1857,  Air.  Scott  married  Annie 
E.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Obed  AI.  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  \Miite,  the  former  one  of  the  first  physi¬ 
cians  who  settled  in  this  county.  The  young  cou¬ 
ple  began  housekeeping  under  favorable  auspices 
and  from  that  time  forward  were  exceptionally 
prospered.  In  1868  they  moved  to  the  old  White 
Homestead,  on  which  Airs.  Scott’s  girlhood  was 
spent  and  which  Air.  Scott  purchased  in  the  fall  of 
1867;  in  the  settlement  of  this  estate  some  litiga¬ 
tion  was  encountered  and  the  matter  was  appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  In 
1870  Air.  Scott  sold  his  fami  to  a  brother. 

During  the  war  Air.  Scott  was  drafted  for  the 
service  and  though  furnishing  a  substitute  was  ar¬ 
rested  a  number  of  times,  but  afterward  released ; 
in  a  financial  way  he  suffered  extensively,  as  did 
many  others  in  this  region.  His  life  has  been  a 
very  active  and  successful  one  in  every  respect 
and  besides  educating  his  children  he  has  provid- 
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ed  well  for  his  family.  .  For  forty  years  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  since  1872 
has  been  an  Elder  in  the  congregation.  For  twen¬ 
ty  years  he  was  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  during 
which  time  he  has  handled  all  of  the  funds  of  the 
church. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  was  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  Augustus  M.,  who 
died  in  1873,  aged  fifteen  years;  Elizabeth,  born 
September  17,  i860,  now  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Brown 
of  Lewis  County.  Elizabeth  was  married  October 
16,  1883,  to  Henry,  son  of  Willis  Brown, 
farmer  and  trader  of  Lewis  County.  Mr.  and 
Afrs.  Brown  have  two  children:  Eva,  born' Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1884;  Leonard  Scott,  born  August 
27.  t886. 


ISAAC  K.  ROHRER  is  one  of  the  influential 
agriculturists  of  Miller  Township,  Marion 
County,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for  the 
last  twelve  years.  His  homestead  comprises  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
well  adapted  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  its 
proprietor  is  a  practical  man,  who  by  strict  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  business  affairs  is  now  in  possession  of 
a  goodly  competence. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  John  Rohrer,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  was  born  in  1777 
and  was  of  German  descent.  He  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  but  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  farming 
and  owned  considerable  land.  His  ten  children 
were  as  follows:  Daniel,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Benjamin,  a  farmer,  now  dead;  Mary,  wife  of 
Joseph  Myers;  Hettie  (Mrs.  John  Alusser);  Isaac, 
now  dead;  Israel,  a  farmer  and  miller,  now  dead; 
Michael,  a  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  Canton,  Ohio, 
now  dead;  Joseph,  a  practicing  physician  of  St. 
Louis,  died  in  early  manhood;  Alartin;  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  Samuel  Buckwalter),  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.  Those  whose  occupation  is  not  especially  re¬ 
ferred  to  are  farmers  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
died  in  1863,  having  attained  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

Daniel  Rohrer,  who  was  born  Alarch  2,  1803, 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  was  reared  on  his  fath¬ 


er’s  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  in 
winter;  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married  Alary 
Kreider,  daughter  of  a  widow.  Airs.  Alary  Huber 
Kreider  by  name.  After  their  marriage  Air.  and 
Airs.  Rohrer  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lancaster  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa.,  of  which  place  the  former  is  still  a  resi¬ 
dent,  his  daughter  keeping  house  for  him,  his  wife 
having  died  February  28,  1894,  when  in  her 
eighty-seA'cnth  year.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
minor  offices,  but  he  has  never  been  a  politician. 
Of  his  children,  John  and  Jacob  live  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.;  Daniel  is  in  Crawford  County,  AIo. ; 
Benjamin  and  Israel  died  in  infancy;  Abraham 
departed  this  life  recently  in  Lancaster  County; 
Anna  married  Abraham  B.  Aliller  of  Lancaster 
County;  Esther  died  (unmarried)  in  1875;  Isaac 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Henry  died  of  scarlet 
fever  when  five  years  old;  Alary  is  the  wife  of 
Isaac  Stone,  of  Lancaster  County.  Altogether  the 
living  descendants  of  Daniel  Rohi'er  number  one 
hundred  and  two  persons,  as  follows:  Six  chil¬ 
dren,  forty-seven  grandchildren  and  forty-nine 
great-grandchildren. 

Isaac  K.  Rohrer,  like  his  ancestors  for  several 
generations,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
his  birth  occurring  June  4,  1843.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  on  a  farm  and  remained  at  home 
until  1865,  when  he  went  westward  as  far  as  Can¬ 
ton,  Ohio,  there  remaining  for  one  winter.  Then 
after  spending  a  short  time  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  he 
went  to  Crittenden  County,  Ark.,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  his  brother  Daniel,  who  was 
then  operating  a  cotton  plantation.  For  about  a 
year  he  was  Overseer  on  the  same,  and  when  in 
1867  Daniel  Rohrer  purchased  a  farm  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  our  subject  went  with  him  and  conducted 
the  farm  on  shares  until  Alay,  1868.  He  then  ac¬ 
companied  a  small  colony  to  Lamar  County,  Tex¬ 
as,  going  by  way  of  the  Tennessee,  Alississippi 
and  Red  Ri^^ers,  thence  up  Black  Lake  to  Jeffer¬ 
son,  a  place  of  about  ten  thousand  population. 
Our  subject  worked  in  a  sawmill  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  miles  from  Jefferson  until  fall  and  then  rented 
a  farm,  which  he  managed  for  a  year,  raising  cot¬ 
ton  as  the  chief  crop.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he 
became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  by  pur¬ 
chase  and  improved  this  farm,  whereon  he  re¬ 
sided  until  1882,  raising  cotton  mainly.  In  the 
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spring  of  1883  he  moved  to  this  county  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm,  which  he  now  owns  and  which 
was  previously  known  as  the  Efifin  Wilson  Place. 

November  20,  1868,  Air.  Rohrer  married  Anna 
E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Lotta  Henry.  This 
family  had  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Texas 
with  the  little  colony,  but  the  young  couple  were 
engaged  before  the  journey  was  attempted.  Airs. 
Rohrer  was  born  October  24,  1845,  Eeb- 

ruary  4,  1880,  leaving  four  children,  namely: 
Alice  C.,  wife  of  Jason  Landis  of  this  county; 
Alary  E.  (Airs.  Eugene  Wagner),  of  Palmyra; 
Isaac,  Jr.,  unmarried,  and  lives  at  home;  Lulu  P., 
now  living  with  her  eldest  sister.  January'  16, 
1881,  Mr.  Rohrer  married  Emma  A.  Nance,  by 
whom  he  has  had  five  children:  Annie,  Belinda, 
Daniel,  John  and  Esther.  Airs.  Rohrer  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  A.  and  Alildred  (Echols)  Nance, 
who  immigrated  from  Alabama  to  Texas  in  1879. 
In  the  family  of  our  subject  there  is  an  old  colored 
woman  who  was  sold  to  Airs.  Rohrer’s  father  in 
Alemphis,  Tenn.,  in  1852  and  taken  to  his  home 
in  Cherokee,  Ala.  When  she  was  given  her  free¬ 
dom  she  refused  to  accept  it  and  has  always  been 
very  faithful  to  the  family.  Air.  Rohrer  has  al¬ 
ways  given  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party, 
but  is  liberal  in  his  views. 


THOAIAS  JEFFERSON  DOWNING, 
AI.  D.,  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Ralls  County.  He  was  born  near  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  Pike  County,  AIo.,  Alay  26,  1851,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  C.  and  Alargaret  Ann  (Read¬ 
ing)  Downing,  who  were  natives  of  Kentucky, 
the  former  born  December  12,  1812,  and  the  latter 
in  1819.  William  Downing  was  a  son  of  James 
Downing,  who  was  born  in  A'^irginia,  and  was 
the  son  of  Ezekial  who  was  the  son  of  William, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  the  north  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  Colonial  days,  and  was  killed  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  by  a  Tory.  He  had  three 
sons  who  were  in  the  War  for  Independence:  Eze¬ 
kiel,  John  and  William.  They  came  over  with 
their  parents  and  settled  in  Virginia. 


James  Downing  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Kentucky,  and  in  1819  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Lincoln  County,  AIo.,  locating  near  New  Hope 
where  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  a  hatter  by  trade 
and  also  carried  on  farming.  His  death  occurred 
at  the  age  of  fifty.  His  wife  was  a  Casey',  and  was 
a  grand  niece  of  Col.  Casey  who  fell  in  the  fight 
with  the  British  at  Fort  Duquesne,  in  Braddock’s 
defeat.  They  had  these  children :  Alary,  William 
C.,  Benjamin  F.,  Prudence,  Andrew,  Lewis  R., 
Alartha  and  Stephen  W. 

William  C.  Downing  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
and  was  seven  y^ears  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Alissouri.  The  family  located  in  Lin¬ 
coln  County',  where  he  received  his  primary'  edu¬ 
cation.  He  attended  school  at  Bowling  Green 
for  a  time,  after  which  he  entered  the  college  at 
Jacksonville,  Ill.  After  leaving  school,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  in  Lincoln  and  Pike  Counties 
for  about  four  y'ears,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Buffalo  Township  and  engaged  in  farming.  Later 
he  sold  that  farm  and  purchased  one  near  Frank- 
ford.  Pike  County.  He  subsequently  sold  that 
farm  and  purchased  another  in  Cuivre  Town¬ 
ship,  of  some  nine  hundred  acres,  where  he 
lived  until  1890,  and  then  removed  to  Bowling 
Green  where  he  died  in  January,  1894.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  originally  a  Whig 
and  then  a  Democrat.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
stature,  weighing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  and  was  a  leader  among  the  people  with 
whom  he  resided.  In  his  younger  y'ears,  he  was 
connected  with  the  militia  with  the  title  of  Alajor. 
He  was  kind  and  liberal  yet  firm.  His  wife, 
Alargaret,  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  County',  Ky., 
and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Alargaret  (Cheat- 
am)  Reading,  who  were  of  Irish  descent.  Alar¬ 
garet  died  in  1877,  also  a  member  of  the 

Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  They'  were 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children:  Lusetta,  who 
married  James  Jones,  of  Pike  County',  and  is  now 
deceased;  William  R.,  at  Liberty,  AIo.;  John  J., 
who  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Helena,  Ark., 
under  Price;  Joseph  C.,  farming  in  Pike  County'; 
Rebecca  A.,  living  in  Bowling  Green;  Benjamin, 
who  died  in  infancy;  George  W.,  a  farmer  near 
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Bowling  Green;  Samuel  C.,  who  died  in  New 
London  in  1893;  Thomas  J.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Docia,  who  married  James  Affutt,  living 
on  the  old  homestead;  Susan  M.,  who  married 
William  H.  Miller,  living  near  Bowling  Green ; 
Andrew  J.,  a  farmer  of  Curryville;  Nancy  M., 
who  married  John  Duvel,  of  Bowling  Green. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at  home 
on  the  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools.  He  studied  there  until  twenty  years  of 
age  and  then  taught  school  for  a  time.  He  read 
medicine  and  entered  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Col- 
lege  from  w’hich  he  was  graduated  March  12, 
1874.  On  graduating,  he  opened  an  office  at 
Frankford  and  Ashburn,  remaining  there  one 
year,  when  he  located  at  New  London  where  he 
has  since  practiced  his  profession.  He  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  able  and  successful  physician  and  has 
built  up  an  extensive  practice. 

Dr.  Downing  was  married  November  13,  1878, 
at  New  London,  to  Miss  Cammie  Hays,  a  native 
of  Ralls  County,  and  daughter  of  George  C.  and 
Mary  J.  (Wise)  Hays.  By  this  union,  three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Campell,  Mary  and  Nellie. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Tri-County  Medical 
Society,  embracing  Lincoln,  Pike  and  Ralls 
Counties,  and  is  at  present  the  President  of  the 
society.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  Medi¬ 
cal  Society.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership 
with  the  New  London  Lodge,  No.  307.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Newton  Lodge,  No.  76, 
A.  O.  U.  W.  Dr.  Downing  is  a  close  student  of 
his  profession  and  keeps  abreast  with  the  latest 
discoveries  of  medical  science  and  their  appli¬ 
cation. 


JOHN  E.  MEGOWN,  holding  the  responsi¬ 
ble  position  of  Cashier  of  the  Ralls  County 
Bank,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly 
respected  residents  of  New  London,  Mo.  This 
city  is  the  place  of  his  birth  and  where  he  first  saw 
the  light  thirty-six  years  ago.  He  is  the  son  of 


Judge  John  and  Mary  E.  Megown,  for  a  full  his¬ 
tory  of  whom  we  refer  the  reader  to  their  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

John  E.  was  reared  in  his  native  city,  and  when 
completing  his  studies  in  the  common  schools 
entered  the  Missouri  University  at  Columbia,  tak¬ 
ing  a  course  there  of  two  years.  On  his  re¬ 
turn  home  he  was  appointed  Deputy  County 
Clerk  with  George  D.  Biggs,  holding  the  office 
for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
was  elected  County  Treasurer  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  in 
1888.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  office,  serving  in  all  four  years.  In  June, 
1893,  he  was  chosen  Cashier  of  the  Ralls  County 
Bank,  which  position  he  now  holds.  The  bank 
was  organized  in  1877,  with  O.  K.  Caldwell  as 
Cashier  and  Dr.  George  E.  Erazier,  as  President. 
William  Christian  then  succeeded  Mr.  Caldwell 
as  Cashier,  and  was  followed  in  turn  by  A.  C. 
James,  who  held  the  management  of  the  bank 
until  Mr.  Megown  was  installed.  The  first  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  institution  was  Dr.  Frazier,  with  C. 
F.  Kirtley  as  second.  He  was  followed  by  J.  M. 
Smith,  the  present  incumbent.  It  was  opened 
with  a  capital  stock  of  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
which  has  since  been  raised  to  seventy-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  with  forty  per  cent  paid  up.  The 
present  directors  are  E.  G.  Matson,  Elijah  Jami¬ 
son,  C.  F.  Kirtley,  W.  J.  Tapley,  George  A.  Sail¬ 
ing,  S.  K.  Flowerree,  J.  E.  Megown,  J.  M.  Smith 
and  R.  B.  Conn.  The  bank  is  in  a  good  financial 
condition  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Megown  was  married  at  New  London  Oc¬ 
tober  I,  1888,  to  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  John 
D.  and  Jennie  A.  (Rector)  James,  natives  of  Pike 
County.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  James  was 
a  farmer  and  departed  this  life  in  1887,  while  his 
wife  survived  him  until  1892.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jesse  H.  Rector,  of  Pike  County,  who  is 
now  living  at  Elk  Springs. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  two  children.  May  and  Vivia.  Mrs.  Megown 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics 
her  husband  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially  is  a 
Mason  of  high  standing,  belonging  to  New  Lon¬ 
don  Lodge  No.  307,  also  to  New  London  Lodge 


440 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Xo.  69,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  popular  and  efficient 
bank  official,  and  under  his  judicious  manage¬ 
ment  there  is  no  danger  of  the  Bank  of  Ralls 
County  having  any  financial  embarrassments. 
Like  his  father,  he  stands  high  in  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  people. 


WILLIAM  X.  SCOTT.  To  such  men  as 
this  gentleman  is  due  the  advancement 
and  prosperity  of  Pike  County.  He  is 
numbered  among  its  successful  and  progressive 
farmers,  being  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  tract 
of  land  situated  in  Township  54,  Range  i.  He  j 
began  his  career  empty-handed  and  has  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward  by  putting  in  action  his  j 
native  characteristics  of  energy  and  strict  atten-  ! 
tion  to  his  business  affairs.  His  home  is  beauti¬ 
fully  located  and  his  family  are  surrounded  with 
every  requirement  of  refined  and  cultured  life. 

Andrew  Jackson  Scott,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Xorth  Carolina  December  8,  1818, 
being  one  of  fourteen  children,  five  of  whom  sur¬ 
vive.  His  father,  Robert,  was  born  in  1784  and 
moved  to  Tennessee  when  Andrew  was  a  lad  of 
ten  years.  A  year  later  he  went  to  Indiana  with 
lus  family,  where  he  resided  for  five  years,  and 
finally  going  to  IMacoupin  County,  Ill.,  there 
passed  his  declining  days.  His  wife  was  a  Miss 
Margaret  Proffit,  of  Xorth  Carolina.  A.  J.  Scott 
concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  INIissouri  on  arriv¬ 
ing  at  man’s  estate,  and  for  fifty-four  years  has 
been  one  of  this  county’s  honored  citizens.  He 
first  settled  three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  his 
present  farm,  which  he  purchased  seven  or  eight 
years  afterwards.  He  erected  a  comfortable  farm 
house  in  1866  on  a  high  bluff  overlooking  a  fertile 
valley.  April  i,  1841,  he  married  Anna  Temple¬ 


ton,  whose  parents,  James  and  Jane  (Mackey) 
Templeton,  were  natives  of  South  and  X'orth 
Carolina,  respectively.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  this  locality,  having  come  here 
in  1 81 1,  and  at  first  lived  in  the  historic  fort.  Mr. 
Scott  has  always  given  his  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

William  N^.  Scott  is  one  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  mature  years :  Robert  X.  resides  in 
Louisiana,  iMo. ;  !Mar}'  C.  is  the  wife  of  Philip  An¬ 
drews,  by  whom  she  has  one  child;  Rebecca  A. 
married  Benjamin  McCloud,  and  has  one  child; 
Edward  M.  has  a  wife  and  two  children,  and  Alice 
X.,  who  married  O.  J.  Carroll,  is  the  mother  c'f 
two  children. 

The  birth  of  W.  X^.  Scott  occurred  in  this 
county  February  16,  1851 ;  and  his  education  was 
such  as  was  afforded  by  the  neighboring  schools. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving  practical  in¬ 
struction  both  in  example  and  precept,  and  wheii 
he  left  home  commenced  to  earn  a  livelihood  by 
working  on  farms.  At  the  end  of  seven  years  he 
fell  heir  to  a  portion  of  his  present  farm,  and  from 
that  time  onward  his  success  was  assured.  He 
now  owns  two  hundred  and  two  acres  of  as  fine 
and  fertile  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county. 

December  12,  1872,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Scott  and  Edna  Wilcoxen.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Mackey)  Wilcoxen, 
who  were  honored  and  representative  citizens  of 
the  community  in  which  their  home  was  made. 
The  following  children  grace  the  union  of  iMr.  and 
Mrs.  Scott:  N^ora  May,  Edward  B.,  Ollie  L.,  Hat¬ 
tie  B.,  Sallie  A.,  Benjamin  A.,  William  L.  and 
Edna  D.  They  have  all  been  given  excellent  edu¬ 
cational  advantages  and  bid  fair  to  grace  any  so¬ 
ciety  which  they  are  called  upon  to  adorn.  The 
older  members  of  the  family  belong  to  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Presbyterian  denomination.  Mr.  Scott 
uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. 


S.  M.  CARTER. 
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SPENCER  M.  CARTER. 


SPENCER  M.  CARTER,  senior  partner  in 
the  Eagle  Mills  Company,  of  Hannibal,  is 
one  of  the  old  and  prominent  citizens  of 
this  place,  and  is  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section.  He  was  elected  Alderman  in  1874 
and  served  acceptably  as  such  for  two  years,  hav¬ 
ing  been  elected  on  the  Citizens  ticket.  He  is 
financially  concerned  in  a  number  of  local  indus¬ 
tries;  is  Vice-President  of  the  Bank  of  Hannibal, 
having  served  in  that  capacity  from  the  time  of 
its  organization,  and  is  President  of  the  Star  Line 
Company,  of  whch  J.  E.  Priest  is  Manager  and 
S.  R.  Carter  Secretary. 

Mr.  Carter  was  born  in  Paris,  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  December  31,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
Carter,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  county 
in  March,  1802,  and  who  died  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  in 
1877.  His  father,  Thomas  Carter,  Sr.,  was  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  Colonial 
days,  participating  in  the  War  for  Independence. 
Afterwards  he  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  he 
owned  a  valuable  plantation.  His  seven  children 
were  named  as  follows:  Jesse,  William,  Merrill, 
Thomas,  Sallie,  Margaret  and  Catherine.  Our 
subject’s  father  removed  to  Quincy,  Ill.,  in  1833 
and  established  the  first  watermill  in  that  place, 
north  of  the  village  some  two  miles.  In  1842 
he  became  foreman  of  the  Eagle  Mills  in  Quincy 
and  managed  them  for  about  twenty-seven  years, 
or  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  These  mills  were 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1884.  The  wife  of  Thomas 
Carter  was  Miss  Sarah  Robbins,  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Their  oldest  child,  John,  died  when 
young.  Mrs.  Carter  was  called  to  the  home 
beyond  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  in¬ 
fant  of  but  six  months.  Subsequently  the  father 
married  Elizabeth  Calloway,  who  was  also  from 
Kentucky.  She  departed  this  life  in  1876,  leav¬ 
ing  a  family  of  ten  children:  Jane,  who  married 


Henry  Deal;  Henry,  deceased;  Catherine,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Edward  Perkins;  Lucy,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Slack;  Mary;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  H. 
S.  Osborne;  Ann,  who  was  married  to  George 
Smith;  Juliet,  the  wife  of  William  Simpson;  Ada, 
who  was  married  to  Edward  Dickhute,  and  John 
1.  Thomas  Carter  and  both  of  his  wives  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  and  afterwards 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  boyhood  of  Spencer  M.  Carter  was  passed 
in  Kentucky  and  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  his  education  be¬ 
ing  secured  in  the  schools  of  the  last-named  place. 
He  rememibers  that  on  his  arrival  in  Quincy  the 
village  comprised  but  five  log  houses.  After 
learning  the  milling  business  with  his  father  he 
took  charge  of  the  levee  mill  owned  by  D.  J. 
Whitney,  then  being  but  eighteen  years  of  age. 
He  was  next  employed  to  run  the  Eagle  Mills, 
the  proprietors  of  which  were  Wheeler  &  Os¬ 
borne,  and  two  years  later,  having  established 
himself  as  a  first  class  miller,  he  was  given  the 
management  of  the  Star  Mills,  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  for  seven  years.  In  1856  he  came  to  Han¬ 
nibal,  and  in  company  with  Warren  Stewart 
bought  the  old  Stillwell  Mill,  which  they  refitted, 
and  ran  for  seven  years.  The  mill  was  situated  on 
the  river  at  the  foot  of  Church  Street.  In  1862 
Mr.  Carter  sold  out  to  George  E.  Huitt  and  built 
the  Eagle  Mills,  being  assisted  in  so  doing  by 
Jackson  Brice.  The  latter  sold  out  his  interest 
on  the  termination  of  two  years  to  Richard  Prin- 
dle,  the  firm  becoming  Carter,  Prindle  &  Com¬ 
pany.  The  silent  member  of  the  firm  was  J.  B. 
Brady,  w’ho  was  connected  with  the  same  about 
two  years,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  iMr.  Car¬ 
ter  in  1879.  Mr.  Prindle  was  with  him  for  seveti- 
teen  years  and  then  disposed  of  his  share  to  J. 

I  B.  Sheperd,  since  which  time  the  style  has  been 
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Carter  &  Sheperd.  The  Eagle  ]\Iills  have  twenty- 
eight  sets  of  rolls,  which  were  put  in  at  a  cost  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars  in  1882.  The  mills  have 
a  capacity  of  five  hundred  barrels  per  twenty-four 
hours,  and  several  brands,  among  which  are  the 
Eagle  and  High  Patent  flours,  are  manufactured 
and  have  a  wide  reputation.  The  markets  for 
these  goods  are  in  Missouri,  Illinois,  Iowa  and 
various  points  of  the  West,  and  shipments  are 
made  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Carter  was  united  in  marriage  at  Quincy, 
Ill.,  August  15,  1847,  to  Sarah  Hosman,  a  native 
of  Kentucky.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  former 
are  all  connected  with  their  father  in  the  milling 
business.  Their  names  are:  Spencer  R.,  who  is 
the  shipping  clerk;  John  I.  is  the  weigher;  George 
H.  is  the  bookkeeper;  Ida,  the  daughter,  became 
the  wife  of  J.  E.  Priest  and  is  now  deceased. 

George  H.  Carter  was  elected  Mayor  of  Han¬ 
nibal  in  the  spring  of  1895,  and  is  making  a  popu¬ 
lar  officer.  Mrs.  Carter  departed  this  life  in  1880, 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Carter  mar¬ 
ried  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Anna  Erost,  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1889.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Woodruff)  Frost,  natives  of  Lebanon, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Carter  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  has  contributed  largely  of 
his  means  toward  its  advancement.  He  is  always 
foremost  in  worthy  enterprises  that  have  for  their 
object  the  growth  and  development  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  and  is  ever  ready,  not  onl}^  with  his  sympathy, 
but  his  purse,  to  aid  in  the  cause  of  charity  and  all 
benevolent  work.  He  is  a  great  favorite  with  the 
people,  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  and  has  the 
confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 


JAMES  STERLING  has  lived  for  the  last 
twelve  years  in  Miller  Township,  Marion 
County,  where  he  owns  a  fertile  tract  of 
land  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  In 
addition  to  raising  the  usual  variety  of  crops  com¬ 
mon  to  this  region,  he  buys  and  sells  horses  and 
mules  extensively, 


Joseph  Sterling,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  County  Derry,  Ireland,  November  12, 
1818,  and  was  left  an  orphan  when  quite  young. 
In  1834  he  emigrated  to  America  in  the  “Wilkie 
Hull,”  being  five  weeks  on  the  voyage.  Landing 
in  Philadelphia  he  proceeded  to  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  worked  for  a  farmer  for  about  two 
years.  Then  he  went  to  Carbon  County,  Pa., 
where  he  worked  in  a  coal  mine  for  eight  years. 
In  February,  1841,  he  married  Maria  J.  Shearer, 
likewise  a  native  of  Ireland.  By  a  strange  coinci¬ 
dence,  she  had  been  born  and  reared  on  a  farm 
only  two  miles  distant  from  his  old  home,  but  he 
had  never  seen  her  before  coming  to  America.  In 
1850  he  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Quincy,  Ill.,  where 
he  rented  land  for  ten  years  and  then  had  sufficient 
capital  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land  near  Fow¬ 
ler.  This  place  he  conducted  for  eight  years  and 
then  selling  out  moved  to  Marion  County  in  1872. 
For  the  next  decade  he  managed  the  old  Dunlap 
Farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  a  mile 
south  of  Palmyra,  and  after  disposing  of  this  prop¬ 
erty  in  1882  invested  the  proceeds  in  the  Sours 
Farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  where  he  is 
still  living.  His  good  wife  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  IMarch  22,  1894,  at  her  home.  jMr.  Sterling  is 
the  ®dest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
this  county.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig  prior  to 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  with 
which  he  is  now  connected. 

James  Sterling  is  one  of  nine  children,  being 
fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The  others  are:  Elizabeth, 
unmarried  and  residing  at  home;  Maggie  (de¬ 
ceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Herron; 
Anna  (Mrs.  George  Hedrick),  of  York  County, 
Pa.;  Emma,  who  married  David  Dunn,  who  is 
employed  by  the  M.,  K.  &  T.  R.  R.,  Hannibal, 
Mo. ;  Maria  J.,  wife  of  P.  A.  Bush  of  Ralls  County, 
hlo.;  the  three  eldest  children  died  in  their  early 
years.  James  Sterling  was  born  September  9, 
1849,  ir*  Greenville,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  on  a  fami. 
He  received  the  benefit  of  a  common-school  edu¬ 
cation  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re¬ 
moval  from  place  to  place.  Since  attaining  man’s 
estate  he  has  taken  charge  of  his  father’s  home¬ 
stead,  which  he  conducts  in  ^n  able  manner. 

October  ii,  1888,  Mr.  Sterling  married  Mag¬ 
gie  Welch,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
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(Harris)  Welch,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Knox 
County,  Mo.,  respectively.  Mrs.  Sterling  is  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  one  child, 
a  bright  boy,  born  July  26,  1891,  and  who  bears 
the  Christian  name  of  James.  Mr.  Sterling  u.ses 
his  ballot  in  behalf  of  the  nominees  and  principles 
of  the  Republican  party. 


George  W.  SCHNIZLEIN,  one  of  the 

enterprising  business  men  of  Miller 
Township,  Marion  County,  was  bom 
April  15,  1863,  in  Hannibal  and  has  traveled  and 
gained  wide  experience  for  a  young  man  of  his 
years.  He  succeeded  his  father  in  business  in 
1893,  prior  to  which  time  he  had  learned  every 
detail  of  the  trade. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  John  L.  and  Barbara 
(Kilian)  Schnizlein,  the  fomier  of  whom  was  bom 
February  22,  1829,  in  Windsheim,  Bavaria.  There 
is  in  possession  of  the  family  a  record  which  traces 
the  genealogy  back  to  1748,  and  which  is  very  in¬ 
teresting  to  those  concerned.  For  several  gen¬ 
erations  they  have  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
soap  and  have  prospered  in  a  business  way.  J.  L. 
Schnizlein  learned  the  business  of  his  father,  and 
after  serving  five  years’  apprenticeship  worked 
as  a  journeyman  in  various  places.  In  1885,  when 
on  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland,  he  procured  his  old 
passport  book  with  the  stamps  of  the  officials  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-one  cities  which  he  vis¬ 
ited  in  his  wanderings  when  a  young  man.  June 
20,  1852,  he  crossed  the  ocean  and  for  a  time 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Baltimore;  afterward  he 
proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  made 
sugar  hogsheads  in  a  coopering  establishment, 
and  then  went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  sawmill.  In  1854  he  went  to  Cincin¬ 
nati,  where  for  a  year  he  worked  in  a  soap  factory, 
and  then  for  a  like  period  was  employed  in  a  fac¬ 
tory  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  In  i860  he  settled  in 
Hannibal,  coming  from  St.  Louis,  where  he  had 
been  engaged  in  a  soap  and  vinegar  factory  for  a 
few  months,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  opened  a 


plant  of  his  own.  This  factory  burned  down  in 
1863,  the  contents  also  being  destroyed,  and  in 
1875  the  proprietor  met  with  another  loss  of  over 
two  thousand  dollars  by  the  same  destructive  ele¬ 
ment.  He  bravely  started  again  and  continued 
successful  in  business  until  1887,  when  everything 
Avas  again  destroyed  by  fire;  in  1890  the  new  con¬ 
cern  which  he  had  started  was  badly  damaged  by 
a  tornado.  In  1869  he  built  the  brick  residence 
in  which  his  widow  is  now  living.  Before  leaving 
Germany  he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  sang  in  the  choir.  During  the  Civil 
War  in  the  United  States  he  served  for  three 
months  in  the  Home  Guards,  was  a  Democrat  po¬ 
litically  and  for  seven  years  prior  to  his  demise 
was  a  member  of  the  Triple  Alliance.  In  1885 
he  returned  to  Germany  and  in  the  following  Sep¬ 
tember  came  back  to  America  on  the  ill-fated 
‘‘Elbe.”  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest  June  9, 
1893. 

The  wife  of  J.  Schnizlein  was  born  at  Winds¬ 
heim,  January  6,  1841,  and  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  America  when  four  years  of  age.  The 
journey  was  made  by  v^ay  of  New  Orleans,  where 
they  arrived  at'the  end  of  a  forty-one  days’  voy¬ 
age.  Taking  passage  in  a  vessel  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  they  reached  a  point  between  Memphis  and 
Carroll,  where  the  boat  struck  a  snag  and  sank; 
there  were  seven  hundred  passengers  on  board, 
the  majority  of  whom  managed  to  escape  death; 
Mr.  Kilian  was  a  wealthy  man  and  lost  a  large 
sum  in  gold  and  silver  coins.  He  landed  on  the 
Illinois  side  of  the  river,  seven  miles  from  Cairo, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  woods,  where  he 
remained  four  weeks.  He  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  Schnizlein  family  in  Germany  and  after 
a  short  time  the  old  acquaintanceship  was  renewed. 
In  the  fall  of  i860  our  subject’s  parents  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  Hannibal,  Mo.,  by  the  Rev.  Forman,  and 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
George  W.,  John  A.,  Anna,  Lizzie  (now  employed 
in  a  dry  goods  store)  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

LTntil  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age  our  subject 
attended  school  in  Hannibal  and  afterward  was  a 
student  in  the  night  schools  for  one  term.  He 
stayed  with  his  father,  assisting  in  the  business 
until  1886,  when  he  went  to  California.  For 
about  two  months  he  remained  in  San  Francisco, 
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then  went  to  Stockton,  Sacramento,  Oakland  and 
a  number  of  other  prominent  places.  At  the  end 
of  a  year  he  returned  home  and  once  more  en- 
gag'ed  in  his  former  occupation,  ultimately  ac- 
cpiiring  an  interest  in  the  business  and  finally  as¬ 
suming  the  management.  At  present  he  does  not 
manufacture  soap  to  any  extent,  but  finds  a  ready 
sale  for  the  Eagle  Brand  of  Fertilizer,  which  is 
made  in  his  factory. 

October  i6,  1890,  Mr.  Schnizlein  married  INIiss 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  F.  D.  and  Kate  (Dresher) 
Vallbracht.  The  young  couple  have  one  son,  a 
bright  little  boy  named  Royal.  According  to  a 
family  custom  he  is  the  owner  of  a  twenty-mark 
coin  having  the  date  of  1763,  which  was  given 
to  our  subject’s  grandfather  at  his  christening  by 
his  sponsor  with  the  provision  that  it  was  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  family,  descending  to  the  eldest  son. 
Our  subject  resides  in  a  comfortable  home  not  far 
from  his  mother’s  abode,  where  she  is  living  with 
her  two  daughters. 


WILLIAM  B.  FAHY  has  met  with  more 
than  ordinary  success  as  a  farmer  and 
blacksmith,  and  is  now  enabled  to  re¬ 
tire  practically  from  business.  His  home  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  on  which 
he  has  lived  since  1866.  It  is  well  improved,  con¬ 
tains  first-class  buildings,  farm  machinery,  etc., 
and  is  a  source  of  a  good  income  to  its  owner. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  having  been 
born  in  County  Cork,  April  12,  1833.  His  parents 
were  Berry  and  Nony  (IMahoney)  Fahy,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  the  father  died 
in  1841,  when  forty  years  of  age.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  until  1887,  when  she  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Berry  Fahy  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Ireland,  and  the  possessor  of 
a  handsome  property,  which  he  managed  with 
profit.  By  his  union  with  Miss  IMahoney  there 
were  born  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  as  follows:  Roger,  farming  on  the  old  place 
in  Ireland;  John  and  Berry,  Jr.,  deceased;  Will¬ 
iam  B.,  of  this  history;  Mary  married  William 


Connors,  and  both  are  deceased,  and  Jane  is  now 
Mrs.  John  ^leade,  and  still  lives  in  Ireland. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  lived  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  in  the 
meantime  having  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
serving  a  three  years’  apprenticeship.  In  1854  he 
made  preparations  to  emigrate  to  America,  and 
when  boarding  a  vessel  was  twenty-eight  days  in 
the  trip  across  the  Atlantic.  He  was  landed  in 
New  York  City  and  there  remained,  working  at 
his  trade,  for  the  four  years  following.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  desirous  of  seeing  something  of 
the  western  country,  of  which  he  had  heard  so 
often,  he  came  to  Missouri  and  located  in  Sidney, 
this  county,  where  he  built  a  shop  and  plied  his 
trade  until  1866.  That  year  he  located  on  his 
present  estate  and  has  made  it  his  home  ever 
since.  It  contained  no  improvements  whatever, 
and  he  made  it  his  first  duty  to  build  a  log  cabin 
in  which  his  family  might  be  made  as  comfortable 
as  possible.  In  1883  this  rude  structure  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  commodious  and  substantial  dwelling. 
Mr.  Fahy  has  never  been  out  of  the  county  more 
than  two  days  at  a  time  since  coming  hither.  He 
is  classed  among  the  successful  farmers  of  the 
township  and  loses  no  opportunity  for  improving 
his  estate  and  contributing  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  community  who  hold  him  in  such  high 
esteem. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  in  i860,  was  iMiss  iMary  Eliza 
Hazel,  who  was  also  born  in  Ireland,  the  date 
thereof  being  iMarch,  1835.  Her  parents  were 
William  and  IMargaretta  (iMcCarty)  Hazel,  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  County  Cork  and  County 
Limerick.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
in  1883,  and  the  mother  when  in  her  thirtieth 
year,  in  1845.  To  them  were  born  four  children, 
of  whom  Mary  E.  was  the  eldest;  Michael  is  a 
slater  and  plasterer  of  Ireland;  Ann  is  the  widow 
of  Berry  Fahy,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  Edward  is 
cashier  and  book-keeper  in  England.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Fahy  was  a  slater  and  plasterer  by  trade, 
and  also  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate  in  Ire¬ 
land.  He  was  well  known  and  prominent,  and  his 
death  was  deeply  mourned  by  those  who  knew 
him. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fahy  there  have  been  born 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows:  John 
R.,  following  the  combined  occupations  of  farmer 
and  blacksmith,  is  a  resident  of  Sidney;  Mary, 
Ann  and  Kitty  are  deceased;  Hannorah  is  the  wife 
of  Preston  Hancock,  an  agriculturist  of  this  town¬ 
ship,  and  William  B.  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Fahy  is  a  devout  Catholic  in  religion,  and 
politically  is  a  Democrat,  and  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  supporters  of  the  party  in  this  vicinity. 
He  has  interested  himself  in  every  good  work 
in  the  township,  and  the  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  he  owns  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  point  of 
improvement  in  Ralls  County. 


WILLIAM  H.  GRAVES  is  a  retired 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  whose  home  is 
on  a  beautifully  improved  farm  on 
Section  24,  Township  56,  Range  6,  Ralls  County. 
From  his  boyhood  he  has  been  closely  associated 
with  the  development  of  this  region  and  knows 
from  experience  what  are  the  privations  and 
trials  of  frontier  life.  He  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes,  and  by  continued  zeal  and  in¬ 
dustry  managed  to  hew  out  a  fortune.  In  1846 
he  built  a  log  cabin,  in  which  he  resided  twenty 
two  years,  and  in  1868  erected  a  substantial  stone 
house,  which  has  since  sheltered  him  and  his 
family. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Nancy 
(Graves)  Graves,  who  were  cousins.  Tlie  former 
was  born  in  Kentucky  in  July,  1790,  and  died 
April  3,  1871,  while  his  wife,  a  native  of  Bourbon 
County,  Ky.,  born  July  23,  1793,  died  December 
/  3,  1867.  They  were  married  in  Bourbon  County, 
where  they  continued  to  dwell  until  1822,  thence 
going  to  Campbell  County,  and  finally  becoming 
residents  of  Clay  Township,  this  county.  Here 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  peace 
and  security.  The  father  was  a  successful  agri¬ 
culturist  and  was  the  owner  of  a  number  of  slaves. 
Politically  he  afifiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  Baptists  in  their  re¬ 


ligious  belief.  Their  family  comprises  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  the  three  eldest  died  in  infancy. 
Bartlett  is  a  farmer  of  Monroe  County,  and  Mil- 
ton  S.  operates  a  homestead  in  this  township. 
Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Crigbaum,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  locality;  and  Emma,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  John  Barkley,  a  farmer  of  Ralls 
County. 

W.  H.  Graves  was  born  October  16,  1822,  in 
Campbell  County,  Ky.,  and  there  passed  the  first 
few  years  of  his  life,  but  for  nearly  fifty-five  years 
has  lived  in  this  county.  He  remained  at  home 
until  reaching  his  majority  and  then  came  to  his 
present  farm,  where,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  he  has  been  engaged  in  its  improvement 
and  cultivation.  In  1850  and  1851  he  was  absent 
in  California,  renting  his  farm  in  the  meantime, 
and  his  wife  living  with  her  parents.  He  was 
fairly  successful  in  the  West,  and  was  variously 
employed  in  mining,  teaming,  running  a  board¬ 
ing  house,  etc.  His  farm  comprises  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  acres  of  improved  and  arable 
land,  well  adapted  for  raising  general  crops,  and 
for  pasturage. 

In  January,  1845,  Mr.  Graves  married  Nancy 
A.,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Polly  (Rouse)  Otter- 
back,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia  respect¬ 
ively.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  Stare,  and 
in  1818  became  pioneers  of  Saline  Township, 
Ralls  County.  The  father  died  October  20,  1873, 
at  the  age  of  four  score  years,  and  the  wife,  who 
died  in  1870,  was  then  in  her  seventy-eighth  year. 
They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Mr. 
Otterback  holding  the  office  of  Deacon.  Their 
family  were:  Henry,  a  farmer  of  this  coimty; 
Bennett,  Sallie  and  Melinda,  deceased;  Nancy  A.; 
Jefferson,  nov/  in  California;  Ge(wge,  a  merchant 
of  Vandalia,  Mo.;  Eliza  A.,  widow  of  George 
Swan,  of  Kansas  City;  William,  a  farmer  of  this 
locality,  and  Emma  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Graves 
was  born  in  Boone  County,  Ky.,  April  2,  1825, 
and  by  her  marriage  has  become  mother  of  the 
following  children,  namely:  William,  deceased; 
Henry  A.,  a  stock  dealer  of  Monroe  City;  Laura, 
wife  of  Erank  Ogle,  of  Texas;  Jefferson,  who  died 
in  the  Lone  Star  State;  John,  an  Illinois  farmer 
and  stock  trader;  Nanny,  wife  of  Thomas  Kelso, 
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who  is  engaged  in  the  transfer  business  in  [Mex¬ 
ico,  jMo.;  [Mollie,  wife  of  Thornton  Maddox,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  an  hotel  at  Monroe  City;  Tipton,  a 
farmer  in  Marion  County;  Betty,  deceased,  and 
Minnie  M.,  wife  of  Henry  Moritz,  a  farmer  of  this 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  and  several  of 
their  children  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  our  subject  has  served  for  fifteen  years 
as  a  Deacon.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat. 


WILLIAM  NEWTON  BRYSON,  the 
youngest  son  of  William  Bryson,  for¬ 
merly  one  of  the  prominent  residents 
of  this  State,  is  a  native  of  Pike  County.  He  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  on  Grass}^  Creek, 
where  he  now  resides,  September  24,  1844.  He 
grew  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof  and 
acquired  his  primary  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  afterward  became  a  student  at  the 
Watson  Seminary  and  Shurtliff  College,  Upper 
Alton,  Ill. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Eliza  A.  (Yeater)  Bryson,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C.,  December  13, 
1801.  Here  he  passed  his  boyhood  days,  and  at 
the  time  his  parents  emigrated  to  [Missouri  (1816), 
accompanied  them  hither,  locating  first  on  land 
which  is  now  the  site  of  the  City  of  Louisiana. 
In  1818  John  Bryson  disposed  of  this  tract  and  a 
year  later  purchased,  at  a  public  Government 
land  sale,  the  farm  on  which  his  family  made  their 
home  for  many  years,  paying  for  the  same  nine 
dollars  and  seventy-six  cents  per  acre.  He  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  September,  1818,  leaving  the 
care  of  the  family  to  William,  then  a  young  man. 
The  latter  was  thoroughly  practical  in  all  that  he 
did  and  soon  became  one  of  the  substantial  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  county  and  regarded  as  among  its 
most  progressive  and  prominent  stockraisers. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  father  of  our  subject, 
which  occurred  May  10,  1827,  he  settled  down  to 
farm  life  on  the  place,  where  he  remained  for 
years.  In  July,  1844,  he  became  a  member  of 


the  Presbyterian  Church  and  four  years  later  was 
elected  a  Ruling  Elder  of  the  same,  filling  the 
office  until  his  death.  May  5,  1864.  He  was  a 
man  of  noble,  upright  character  and  greatly  hon¬ 
ored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
possessed  an  iron  will  and  was  brave  and  fearless 
in  all  things  he  considered  right.  He  reared  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  a  family  of  nine  sons 
and  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  well  educated 
and  blessed  with  the  training  of  loving  and  in¬ 
telligent  parents;  eight  of  the  household  now 
survive:  [Martha  W.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  [M. 
Carroll  of  this  county;  John  Bryson;  Mary  Jane, 
the  wife  of  William  H.  Nally;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Col. 
J.  W.  Dougherty;  Sally,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Dough¬ 
erty;  our  subject;  Anna,  [Mrs.  Judge  R.  E.  Ayres; 
Orlena,  the  deceased  wife  of  Hiram  Unsell; 
Duffie,  [Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Nally.  With  the  exception 
of  the  third  named  they  all  live  in  this  county. 

John  Bryson,  the  father  of  William,  was  born 
in  York  District,  S.  C.,  [March  15,  1777,  and  m 
1800  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Craig  took 
place.  In  1816  they  came  to  Missouri  and  located 
in  Pike  County,  where  the  grandfather  followed 
wagonmaking  until  his  decease.  He  and  his 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  Bethel  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  South  Carolina,  and  on  coming 
to  this  section  became  identified  with  the  first 
church  of  that  denomination  organized  in  Pike 
County  and  known  as  Old  Buffalo  Church,  lo¬ 
cated  south  of  Lousiana.  John  Bryson's  father 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  America  in 
1729  with  the  great  tidal  wave  of  emigration. 
The  Rev.  John  H.  Bryson,  D.  D.,  of  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  is  a  distant  relative  of  our  subject. 

When  completing  his  education  and  ready  to 
begin  life  for  himself  our  subject  chose  the  vo¬ 
cation  of  a  farmer,  to  which  he  had  been  thor¬ 
oughly  trained.  His  father  dying  about  this  time, 
his  mother  looked  to  him  for  the  management 
of  the  farm  and  so  well  did  he  succeed  that  she 
has  since  recognized  him  as  a  full  partner,  sharing 
in  the  profits.  As  he  became  more  prosperous 
year  by  year  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  of  the  estate  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
the  place.  He  stands  in  the  front  rank  among 
the  progressive  and  successful  agriculturists  of 
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this  section  and  very  deservedly  too,  as  he  has 
mounted  the  ladder  round  by  round  entirely  un¬ 
aided. 

While  a  student  at  Shurtliff  College  Mr.  Bry¬ 
son  received,  under  the  administration  of  Gov. 
Fletcher,  an  appointment  as  Clerk  in  the  Pay¬ 
master  General’s  office,  upon  which  he  discon¬ 
tinued  his  studies  and  repaired  to  Jefiferson  City, 
where  he  began  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him,  which  claimed  his  services  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  twelve  months.  He  then  returned  to 
Louisiana,  where  his  mother  was  then  living,  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but,  seeing  a  safer 
investment  for  his  means,  he  shortly  withdrew 
his  capital  from  the  business  and  returned  to  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

William  Newton  Bryson  and  Miss  Susan  M. 
Reading  were  united  in  marriage  November 
II,  1869.  The  lady  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Reading  and  Mahala  A.  (Nalley)  Reading,  de¬ 
scendants  of  old  and  honored  families  of  this 
county.  Mrs.  Bryson  is  a  lady  who  has  made 
of  her  home  a  model  in  every  particular  and  de¬ 
voted  her  time  to  training  her  two  daughters — 
Orra  and  Eliza — in  a  manner  fitting  their  posi¬ 
tion  in  life.  The  elder  is  now  the  wife  of  Maynard 
D.  Hunter,  a  progressive  young  farmer  of  this 
county,  and  Eliza,  an  accomplished  young  lady, 
is  still  at  home. 

In  connection  with  his  farming  interests  Mr. 
Bryson  has  become  well  known  to  the  stockmen 
of  this  vicinity  as  a  breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle, 
in  which  for  years  he  was  engaged  with  gratify¬ 
ing  results.  Of  late,  however,  he  has  discon¬ 
tinued  this  branch  of  the  business.  He  is  an 
affable,  courteous  gentleman,  one  whom  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  meet.  He  is  liberal  in  his  donations 
to  all  worthy  causes  and  has  many  warm  friends 
throughout  this  portion  of  the  State.  In  his  po¬ 
litical  affiliations  he  supports  the  Democratic 
party  and  religiously  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

John  Bryson,  a  brother  of  our  subject  and 
now  a  member  of  this  household,  was  born 
August  19,  1830.  When  only  five  years  of  age 
one  side  of  his  body  became  paralyzed  and  for 
years  was  almost  entirely  helpless.  As  he  grew 


to  manhood,  however,  he  in  a  great  degree  over¬ 
came  this  affliction  and  in  1849,  thinking  the 
climate  of  California  might  aid  in  his  recovery, 
he  started  across  the  plains  for  that  State,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  uncle  and  Grandfather  Yeater. 
There  John  engaged  in  mining  and  finding  the 
climate  beneficial  decided  to  spend  some  years 
in  the  State.  Eor  twenty-six  years,  therefore,  he 
continued  to  seek  the  precious  metal,  meeting 
with  good  results.  Erom  time  to  time  he  invested 
his  means  in  other  fields,  which  almost  invariably 
failed  to  redeem  the  money  invested.  In  the 
spring  of  1874  he  returned  to  ^Missouri,  but  only 
remained  a  short  time  when  he  again  turned  his 
face  westward,  this  time  remaining  until  Septem¬ 
ber,  1889,  when  he  again  came  to  Missouri  and 
made  his  home  with  our  subject. 


VAN  BUREN  ELZEA  is  a  son  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best-known  citizens  of  Ralls 
County.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State  and 
county,  born  January  i,  1857.  He  is  the  third  of 
six  children  born  to  James  A.  and  Rebecca  A.  (La 
Eever)  Elzea,  of  w’hom  five  still  survive.  (See 
sketch  of  James  A.  Elzea  on  another  page  of  this 
work.)  Van  Buren  Elzea,  our  subject,  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  county,  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  and  when  of  age  de¬ 
termined  to  follow  the  life  of  a  farmer,  to  which  he 
had  been  reared.  He  was  a  poor  boy,  with  noth¬ 
ing  to  begin  life  on,  and  for  four  years  rented  land 
of  his  father,  having  agreed  to  make  certain  im¬ 
provements  on  a  piece  of  land  of  seventy  acres 
for  his  use.  He  was  energetic  and,  with  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  succeed,  he  toiled  early  and  late,  and 
at  the  end  of  four  years  was  in  a  position  to  own  a 
home  of  his  own,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  acres  of  his  present  valuable  farm.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  gradually  forging  ahead, 
and  has  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  has 
now  nearly  three  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of 
well-improved  land. 

On  December  19,  1880,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
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riage  with  Miss  Ada  D.  Wasson,  a  daughter  of 
William  A.  and  iNIary  A.  (Rice)  Wasson,  who 
were  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneer  citi¬ 
zens  of  Ralls  County.  By  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  Ada  Neat,  born  July  31,  1882; 
Nina  Duncan,  born  July  30,  1886;  Zella  iNIabel, 
born  October  20,  1888. 

The  handsome  residence  of  our  subject  was 
erected  by  himself  in  1892,  and  presided  over  as 
it  is  by  a  pleasing  and  helpful  wife,  and  with  a 
family  of  interesting  children,  his  home  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  happy  one.  i\Ir.  Elzea  is  an  affable  and 
courteous  man,  and  his  progressiveness  and  pub¬ 
lic  spirit  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.  In  politics  he  is  a  believer  in  and  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  religion  he  is 
a  Baptist. 


WILLIAM  O.  GARDNER  is  a  native  of 
Ralls  County,  born  August  2,  1853. 
He  was  reared  at  home,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  district  school.  In  1874,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  being  desirous  of  seeing 
something  of  the  world  outside  of  Ralls  County 
before  settling  down  to  the  realities  of  life,  he 
took  a  trip  to  the  State  of  California,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  one  year  seeing  sights  and  visiting  dif¬ 
ferent  localities.  He  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  farm¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  his  father’s  land  and  making  his 
home  with  his  parents.  He  continued  in  this  way 
until  January  18,  1877,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Alexander,  who  was 
also  of  Ralls  County,  and  was  born  March  4, 
1855.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Alford  and  Lucinda 
(Robinson)  Alexander,  who  were  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Illinois  respectively,  and  now  reside 
in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  following  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
seven  children,  of  which  five  now  survive,  as  fol¬ 


lows:  Thomas  C.;  Laura  A.;  Maggie,  wife  of  Dr. 
J.  J.  Norton;  Emma,  wife  of  Robert  B.  Warren; 
Mahale,  wife  of  J.  E.  Norman;  Robert  P.  and 
Adelia,  deceased. 

,  After  marriage  the  young  couple  commenced 
housekeeping  on  the  Lewis  Coontz  farm,  where 
he  remained  for  a  term  of  four  years  and  then 
removed  to  Saline  Township,  where  he  rented  a 
i  farm  and  remained  one  year.  He  then  removed 
:  to  iMonroe  County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  remained  until  1882,  when  he  sold  out  and 
returned  to  his  native  county,  and  purchased  a 
,  farm  that  he  now  owns  and  which  has  since  been 
;  his  home.  Here  he  has  followed  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising,  giving  his  attention  largely 
to  wheat-raising,  to  which  his  farm  is  admirably 
adapted. 

Mr.  Gardner  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  is  in  every  sense  a  self-made  man. 

I  Although  enjoying  very  limited  educational  ad- 
I  vantages  in  his  early  life,  his  native  ability  and 
inclination  to  acquire  knowledge,  together  with 
;  his  studious  and  literary  taste  have  resulted  in  an 
accumulation  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  culture. 
In  politics  he  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat, 
and  has  advocated  his  principles  and  those  of  his 
constituents  in  numerous  conventions.  In  1891 
he  was  a  candidate  for  nomination  for  the  State 
Legislature,  but  was  narrowly  defeated.  By  his 
forcible  and  piquant  manner  of  expression  on 
paper  he  has  gained  a  reputation  in  his  locality  as 
a  writer  and  correspondent. 

Mr.  Gardner  owns  a  productive  and  well-ar¬ 
ranged  farm,  has  a  pleasant  home  and  a  bright 
and  intelligent  family.  His  children,  three  in  mim- 
ber,  are  Robert  D.,  born  October  20,  1878;  Lewis 
J.,  born  April  28,  1883;  Bulah  H.,  born  October 
30,  1888.  Mr.  Gardner  is  a  member  of  Center 
Lodge  No.  209,  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  the  son  of  L. 
H.  Gardner,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another 
■page  of  this  work.  All  that  he  has  of  this  world’s 
goods  he  has  acquired  by  his  own  individual  ef¬ 
forts.  * 
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JUDGE  JOHN  MEGOWN. 


JUDGE  JOHN  MEGOWN,  one  o(  the  old 
and  prominent  citizens  of  New  London, 
was  born  February  i8,  1834,  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Julia  Ann  (Mc- 
Kready)  Megown.  His  father,  Samuel,  was  born 
in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  January  i,  1811,  and  his 
mother  in  Allegheny  County,  September  5,  1815. 
Samuel  Megown  was  a  son  of  John  Megown, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  who  came  to 
this  country  when  one  year  old.  His  father,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  named 
Samuel,  was  a  brickmaker  by  trade,  and  made 
the  first  brick  and  erected  the  first  brick  building 
in  what  is  now  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  He  died 
in  Pittsburgh  at  one  hundred  years  of  age.  His 
son  John,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also 
learned  the  trade  of  making  brick,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  to  within  a  few  years  of  his  death.  He  had 
removed  to  Butler  County  and  was  engaged  Ax 
farming  when  he  died  in  1826.  His  wife  was 
Sarah  Edy,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Alexander,  Mary 
Jane,  Ellen,  Hugh  and  Robert  J.  Of  these,  Sam¬ 
uel,  Mary  Jane  and  Ellen  are  living.  The  last 
named  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Gray,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh;  Mary  Jane  is  the  wife  of  John  Sheppler, 
living  in  Brownsville,  Va. ;  Samuel  is  living  in 
Clay  Township,  Ralls  County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth 
Edy,  Sarah  Megown’s  mother,  lived  to  the  age 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  years,  and  died  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Samuel  Megown  learned  the  trade  of  brick- 
maker,  and  came  West  in  1836,  locating  in  Clay 
Township,  Ralls  Co.,  Mo'.,  where  he  is  now  living, 
and  he  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  brick  until, 
on  account  of  age,  he  retired  from  active  life.  He 
was  a  Democrat  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  when  he  became  a  Republican.  At 


one  time  he  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  County  Judge.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Old 
School  Presbyterian  Church.  In  early  life,  he 
was  strong  and  active,  of  quick,  sanguine  tenr- 
perament,  and  unusually  enthusiastic  in  every¬ 
thing  in  which  he  engaged.  Julia  Ann  Me¬ 
gown,  his  wife,  is  a  native  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Stuart  and  Margaret  (McCoy) 
McKready,  of  Scotch  ancestry.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  were 
the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity;  John,  Margaret  J.,  George  A., 
Samuel,  Robert,  Sarah,  Agnes,  James  H.,  Julia, 
and  Thomas  S. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  also  learned  the 
trade  of  a  brickmaker  during  his  youth,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  same  in  connection  with  farming  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  occasionally  attending  the 
public  schools.  Having  a  great  desire  for  an 
education,  he  studied  in  private  and  when  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  began  teaching  in  Center  Town¬ 
ship,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  pursued  his  law 
studies.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March, 
1857,  at  New  London,  and  then  located  in  Frank- 
ford.  Mo.,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  After  remaining  there  one  year,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  wife’s  health,  he  abandoned  the 
practice  and  returned  to  Ralls  County,  where  he 
began  teaching,  which  calling  he  pursued  until 
he  was  appointed  United  States  Deputy  IMar- 
shal,  in  i860,  with  his  office  at  New  London. 
When  the  late  war  broke  out,  he  returned  to 
the  farm,  and  in  1862  and  1863  he  was  Assessor 
of  the  county.  About  the  close  of  the  war  he 
opened  his  office  at  New  London,  and  again 
commenced  his  practice.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  he 
was  again  elected  Assessor  and  served  two  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1870,  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge, 
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and  was  twice  re-elected,  serving  twelve  years 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  In  1879 
1880,  he  was  County  Judge.  His  probate  term 
closed  in  1883,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his 
attention  to  his  practice,  and  in  addition  has  been 
engaged  in  farming. 

Judge  Megown  was  married  in  Spencer  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  IMo.,  April  4,  1856,  to  Mary 
E.  Conn,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Lydia  C. 
(Bird)  Conn.  She  was  born  in  Marion  County, 
Mo.,  while  her  parents  were  natives  of  Virginia. 
Of  this  union  eleven  children  have  been  born; 
James  S.,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade  in 
New  London;  John  E.,  Cashier  of  the  Ralls 
County  Bank;  Katie,  the  wife  of  Howard  Swigart, 
of  Ralls  County;  Susan,  wife  of  R.  H.  Wamack, 
city  editor  of  the  “Hannibal  Journal”;  Elizabeth, 
at  home;  Preston,  a  farmer  near  New  London; 
Gay,  engaged  in  carpentering  at  New  London; 
Berrilla,  who  is  teaching  school;  Jennie,  wife  of 
R.  E.  Mayhall,  furniture  dealer  of  New  London; 
Benton  B.,  at  home;  and  Houston  A.,  deceased. 

Mrs.  Megown  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  In  politics  the  Judge  is  a  Democrat. 
He  has  a  fine  home  on  one  of  the  best  sites  of 
the  town  where  he  is  taking  as  much  comfort  out 
of  this  life  as  possible.  He  has  real  estate  and 
landed  interests  near  the  town,  including  his 
farm,  which  takes  much  of  his  attention.  On  one 
of  his  tracts  near  town  is  a  fine  mineral  spring, 
the  curative  power  of  which,  for  some  diseases, 
is  unsurpassed.  Judge  Megown  is  a  man  of  large 
physique,  of  social,  genial  nature,  and  with  the 
people  where  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  in  private  as  well  as  in  public  walks,  he  is 
held  in  high  esteem.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  one  of 
which  the  State  and  community  may  well  be 
proud. 


JOHN  F.  BARNETT  (deceased)  formerly 
resided  in  Township  54,  Range  2,  Pike 
County,  where  he  ranked  among  the  most 
esteemed  and  public  spirited  citizens.  For  several 
years  prior  to  his  demise,  which  was  deeply  de¬ 
plored  by  all  who  knew  him,  he  was  engaged  in 


the  culture  of  fruit  trees  and  general  gardening, 
being  a  man  of  much  experience  in  both  of  these 
departments  of  agriculture.  In  every  respect  he 
was  a  man  of  great  uprightness  and  integrity  of 
word  and  deed,  preferring  to  advance  others’  in¬ 
terests  rather  than  his  own  selfish  ends,  and  thus 
won  the  admiration  of  his  fellows. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1841,  on  the  old  Barnett  Homestead  and 
grew  to  manhood  under  the  wise  training  of  his 
honored  parents,  Joseph  and  Alary  (Fry)  Bar¬ 
nett.  He  was  one  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
but  four  survive  at  this  writing.  His  elementary 
education  was  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study 
in  the  college  at  Abingdon,  Ill.  On  reaching  the 
age  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  decide 
on  his  future  vocation  he  decided  to  give  his  at¬ 
tention  to  pomology  and  in  1867  bought  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  nursery  business  of  Stark  Brothers, 
which  became  Stark,  Barnett  &  Co.,  and  as 
such  it  remained  until  our  subject  withdrew  from 
the  firm  in  1873,  selling  his  share  to  another 
party.  In  1875  he  purchased  the  home  in  which 
the  rest  of  his  life  was  quietly  spent,  and  where 
his  widow  is  still  living.  He  continued  to  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  fruit-raising  business  as  long  as  he 
lived  and  was  very  successful. 

Mr.  Barnett  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  he 
identified  himself  in  early  life — about  1863.  A 
man  of  sterling  character,  he  held  in  abhorrence 
anything  mean  or  false  and  his  happy,  cheerfid 
disposition  never  failed  to  uplift  those  with  whom 
he  was  thrown  in  contact.  In  childhood  the 
scarlet  fever,  whicli,  carried  away  three  of  his 
brothers,  left  his  own  constitution  peculiarly  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  disease  and  he  never  enio3'ed  ro¬ 
bust  health.  He  was  summoned  to  his  reward 
July  25,  1894. 

Airs.  Barnett,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harriet 
A.  Carroll  was  united  in  marriage  with  our 
subject  November  24,  1869.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
William  H.  Carroll,  an  honored  old  citizen  of 
Louisiana  (see  his  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work). 
Airs.  Barnett  received  excellent  educational  ad¬ 
vantages,  completing  her  studies  at  Watson 
Seminary,  Ashley,  AIo.,  then  presided  over  by 
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John  A.  McAfee.  The  six  children  who  came  to 
gladden  the  hearthstone  of  the  Barnett  home  are 
all  living,  being  as  follows:  Anwyl  Carroll,  Nellie 
M.,  Lucile,  Olive  Adele,  John  William  and  Gene¬ 
vieve.  The  eldest  son  is  now  employed  in  man¬ 
aging  the  home  place,  formerly  operated  by  his 
father,  and  is  a  young  man  of  promise  and  ability. 
The  pleasant  home  of  the  family  is  delightfully 
situated  and  is  furnished  with  good  taste  and  re¬ 
finement.  Nellie  and  Lucile  are  accomplished 
young  ladies,  and  the  first  mentioned  is  no\v 
further  qualifying  herself  by  attending  the  busi¬ 
ness  college  in  St.  Louis.  Olive  is  now  in  her 
fourteenth  year;  John  is  a  bright  lad  of  ten  and 
the  youngest  is  a  golden  haired  darling  of  some 
four  summers.  The  mother,  who  has  reason  to 
be  proud  of  such  a  family,  is  a  woman  of  noble 
life  and  greatly  beloved  in  her  circle  of  friends. 
She  is  an  active  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  having  united  with  that  denomination  in 
1863. 


JOHN  G.  MINER  (deceased),  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Marion  County,  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Miller  Township,  where  he 
had  for  years  pursued  an  honest,  agricultural  life 
and  by  industry  and  economy  had  purchased  land 
at  various  times  until  the  farm  comprised  three 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  was  respected  and 
loved  by  his  numerous  friends  and  neighbors  and 
was  a  member  of  the  old-school  Baptist  Church, 
dying  in  that  faith  June  15,  1887. 

John  G.  Miner  was  born  in  Kentucky  April  9, 
1818,  and  passed  his  early  years  engaged  in  farm 
duties  and  in  attending  the  district  schools.  He 
had  nearly  reached  his  majority  when  he  came  to 
Marion  County,  having  learned  the  stonemason’s 
trade  under  Moses  Robnet  of  Hannibal.  He  re¬ 
mained  home  assisting  his  father  and  finding  em¬ 
ployment  at  his  trade  until  he  was  thirty  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  married  and  rented  a  farm 
near  the  present  location  of  Mount  Zion  Church. 
About  a  year  afterward  his  father  died  and  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  old  homestead,  w'here  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  life,  having  purchased  the  interests  of 


the  other  heirs.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican, 
but  never  cared  to  occupy  public  office. 

October  5,  1848,  Mr.  Miner  wedded  Mary, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Garner)  Conway, 
the  former  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  South 
Carolina.  This  union  was  blessed  with  five  sons 
and  a  daughter,  namely:  John  Thomas,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Isabel  Turner,  lives  near  Withers’  Mill;  Alary 
E.,  wife  of  Sidney  Sandridge,  resides  on  the  orig¬ 
inal  Miner  Homestead;  James  S.,  died  in  early 
manhood  at  home;  Joseph  William,  who  married 
Dora  Hutchinson,  dwells  on  a  portion  of  the  Alin- 
er  estate,  owning  his  place;  George  W.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Alinerva  Pennewell,  occupies  and  owms  part 
of  the  old  farm;  Henry  D.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  died  when  two  years  of  age.  The  mother 
of  these  children,  born  November  21,  1825,  is  still 
in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  lives  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sandridge,  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead;  the  former  was  one  of  the  first  white  chil¬ 
dren  born  in  this  county  and  remembers  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  Avere  numerous  in  this  locality  in  her 
childhood.  She  was  only  two  months  old  at  the 
time  of  her  father’s  death  and  remained  single 
until  her  four  sisters  had  reached  w^omanhood; 
one  of  these  sisters  married  William  Holland,  who 
is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  county.  For  twenty-five  years  Airs.  Aliner 
has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  is  a  lady  beloved  by  all. 

John  T.  Miner,  born  NoA^ember  i,  1849,  was 
reared  to  farm  life  and  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  management  of  his  property.  He  AA-as  also 
fortunate  in  the  choice  of  a  AAufe  in  the  person  of 
Aliss  Isabel,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Maria  (Ander¬ 
son)  Turner,  for  she  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  him  in  his  various  enterprises.  Their  three  chil¬ 
dren  are:  John  F.,  Alary  R.  and  Thomas  R.  Mr. 
Aliner  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is  a 
Deacon  in  the  congregation  and  fraternally  is  a 
K.  of  P. 

Mary,  Avife  of  S.  D.  Sandridge,  was  born  March 
23,  1851,  and  was  married  February  18,  1885.  Air. 
Sandridge  was  born  September  5,  1850,  in  Han¬ 
nibal,  was  deprived  of  his  father’s  protection  Avhen 
he  w'as  quite  young  and  upon  his  mother’s  remar¬ 
riage  when  he  was  nine  years  of  age  left  home. 
From  that  time  until  he  reached  his  majority  he 


456 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


lived  at  the  home  of  Samuel  O.  Henclron,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  IMarion  County.  By 
economy  and  industry  he  managed  to  save  enough 
to  br.y  eighty  acres  of  the  old  Domley  Farm  and 
since  his  marriage  has  increased  the  value  of  the 
old  Miner  Homestead  by  his  careful  attention  to 
every  department  of  work.  To  himself  and  wife 
have  been  born  two  children;  Georgie  M.  N.,  De¬ 
cember  31,  1886;  John  William  C.,  July  7,  1888. 

Joseph  W.  Miner,  born  January  28,  1854,  resid¬ 
ed  with  his  parents  until  he  was  thirty-one  years 
of  age.  Februar}'  18,  1885,  he  married  Dora, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ella  Hutchinson.  Mrs. 
Miner  was  born  April  18,  1867,  in  Ohio  and  when 
three  years  of  age  came  with  her  mother,  then  a 
widow,  to  Marion  County.  Joseph  W.  now  owns 
a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  the 
result  of  his  well-known  habits  of  application  and 
attention  to  business.  He  was  but  seventeen  years 
old  when  he  embarked  in  dairjdng,  selling  milk 
in  Hannibal  for  four  years  and  in  1881,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  his  brother  George  and  Mr.  Sand- 
ridge,  purchased  a  steam  thresher,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  until  two  years  ago.  He  has  serv'ed  as  Judge 
of  Election  several  times  and  is  a  man  of  influence 
in  his  community.  To  himself  and  wife  were  boni 
the  following  children:  Georgie  E.,  February  14, 
1886;  Josephine  L.,  July  18,  1887;  Joseph  S.,  De¬ 
cember  25,  1888;  Lawrence  S.,  December  20, 
1889;  Bertha  A.,  January  i,  1891 ;  Henry  G.,  Jan¬ 
uary  25,  1892;  Zola  M.,  May  15,  1894.  Josephine 
died  August  3,  1887,  and  Zola  died  June- 24,  1894. 

George  W.,  born  February  29,  1856,  received  a 
district-school  education  and  a  practical  training 
in  farm  work.  October  15,  1879,  married  the 
daugiiter  of  Albert  and  Malinda  T.  (Miller)  Penne- 
well,  whose  union  was  celebrated  February  23, 
1859,  and  who  were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  respectively.  Mrs.  Miner  was  born  in  this 
county  May  10,  1861,  and,  as  her  mother  died 
when  she  was  only  nine  years  old  and  she  was  the 
eldest  of  six  girls,  she  took  charge  of  her  younger 
sisters  until  the  time  of  her  marriage.  George  W. 
lived  at  home  for  a  year  after  his  marriage  and  then 
came  to  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  as  previously  stated 
he  owns  an  interest  in  a  threshing  machine.  In 
1885  he  was  elected  to  serve  as  School  Director 


and  was  reelected  on  the  expiration  of  his  term. 
He  has  seven  children,  namely:  James  H.  D., 
born  June  26,  1880;  George  \V.  E.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1882;  Cecil  L.  G.,  born  December  ii, 
1886;  John  S.  D.,  born  September  25,  1888; 
Charles  A.  G.,  born  May  19,  1890;  Cora  Eda, 
born  October  21,  1891 ;  Malcolm  E.  E.,  born  June 
1 1,  1894.  Eor  three  years  George  Miner  has  been 
a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  being  identified  with  the 
De  Leon  Lodge  Xo.  5  of  Hannibal. 


WILLIAM  H.  PINE  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  honored  old  residents  of  Marion 
County,  his  home  being  in  IMiller 
Township.  He  was  a  man  of  quiet  and  retiring 
disposition  and  was  averse  to  appearing  before  the 
public  in  any  political  office.  He  declined  the 
nomination  for  the  County  Judgeship  at  one  time 
and  the  only  office  which  he  ever  held  was  that 
of  School  Trustee,  from  which  he  resigned  at  the 
close  of  twelve  years.  However,  he  had  amply 
displayed  his  executive  ability  and  his  methodical 
and  practical  way  of  doing  things,  which  quali¬ 
ties  were  responsible  for  his  own  success  in  life. 
In  his  relations  with  his  family  and  the  outside 
world  he  was  noted  for  integrity,  honesty  and 
kindliness.  After  an  illness  which  numbered 
only  a  few  days  he  was  summoned  to  the  silent 
land  January  21,  1893. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
bore  the  same  Christian  name,  was  of  German 
parentage  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  About 
1810  he  moved  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  family 
comprised  the  following  children:  Benjamin  T., 
Sarah  A.,  William  H.,  Hannah,  Lazarus,  Isaac, 
Abraham  and  George;  of  this  large  family  Abra¬ 
ham  is  the  sole  survivor.  His  home  is  near  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  he  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  C.,  H. 
&  D.  R.  R.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
Lazarus  and  Elizabeth  (Holden)  Pine,  the  latter 
of  whom  died  of  consumption  in  1848. 

William  H.  Pine  was  bom  eight  miles  from 
Cincinnati,  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  April  20, 
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1826,  and  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died.  He  obtained  such  education  as  the 
district  school  afiforded  during  the  winter  terms 
and  worked  on  the  farm  in  summers.  When  in 
his  seventeenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to  his 
Uncle  Martin  Barnes,  a  cooper,  and  two  years  later 
went  to  Franklin  County,  Ind.,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year  working  at  his  trade.  Returning  to  his 
old  home  in  Ohio  he  remained  there  until  1846, 
when  he  went  west  and  concluded  to  found  a 
home  in  Marion  County,  Mo.  The  same  year  he 
married  Miss  Maria  Sanders,  who  in  company 
with  her  sister’s  family  had  previously  come  to  this 
locality,  and  whom  he  had  met  in  Hamilton  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio.  They  were  married  December  20, 
1846.  Until  1849  Pine  continued  to  work  at 
his  trade  in  connection  with  farming,  but  then 
was  stricken  with  the  prevailing  gold  fever,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1850  started  overland  for  Califor¬ 
nia;  for  three  years  he  engaged  in  mining  in  the 
Sacramento  Valley,  meeting  with  very  good  suc¬ 
cess.  He  was  in  partnership  with  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Jenkins,  who  bought  his  interest  in  the 
mine  for  three  thousand  dollars  and  a  short  time 
afterward  disposed  of  the  mine  for  four  thousand 
or  five  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Pine  returned  home 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus  and  the  Mississippi  River 
and  once  more  turned  his  attention  to  his  old  em¬ 
ployments. 

In  1854  Mr.  Pine  bought  out  his  former  em¬ 
ployer,  a  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  thenceforth  conduct¬ 
ed  the  business  in  his  own  name  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  manufactured  great  numbers  of  bar¬ 
rels  for  the  Scipio  Distiller^'  until  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  year  of  the  war,  when  the  high  tax  upon  coop¬ 
erage  rendered  the  business  unprofitable;  Mr. 
Pine  then  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm 
he  had  purchased  on  his  return  from  the  Pacific 
Slope.  In  1865  he  purchased  a  sawmill  for  the 
purpose  of  converting  the  timber  upon  his  land 
into  railroad  ties  and  square  lumber,  having  large 
contracts  with  the  H.  &  St.  Jo.  R.  R.;  when  his 
supplies  were  exhausted  at  the  end  of  about  two 
years  he  sold  his  mill  and  from  that  time  onward 
was  solely  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 

Although  Mr.  Pine  took  no  part  in  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  he  suffered  pecuniary  losses  from 
the  depredations  of  soldiers.  As  he  came  from 


the  East  he  favored  the  Union,  but  was  very  con¬ 
servative  and  never  indulged  in  argument.  The 
questions  of  the  times  wrought  the  public  up  to 
such  a  pitch  that  crowds  would  frequently  congre¬ 
gate  in  and  around  his  shops,  and  in  1862,  while 
some  Kansas  troops  were  in  the  vicinity,  a  colored 
man  carried  the  report  to  them  that  a  Confederate 
company  was  being  organized,  that  their  head¬ 
quarters  were  in  Pine’s  shop  and  that  he  was  tak¬ 
ing  an  active  part  in  the  matter;  this  report  had 
no  foundation  whatever,  but  originated  in  the  idle 
talk  of  a  few  whose  valor  was  confined  to  words. 
The  soldiers  acted  hastily  and  in  an  unwarranted 
manner,  for  without  making  proper  investigations 
they,  rode  onto  the  premises,  fired  repeatedly  into 
the  house  and  shop  and  set  fire  to  the  barn,  which 
was  destroyed  with  all  its  contents,  including  a 
new  buggy  and  harness  which  had  just  been  pur¬ 
chased.  Owing  to  this  injustice  it  can  scarcely 
be  wondered  at  that  Mr.  Pine  from  that  time  until 
the  close  of  the  war  gave  his  sympathy  to  the 
Southern  cause.  One  of  the  bullets  fired  into  his 
house  is  now  kept  as  a  trophy  by  his  son,  George 
Pine.  From  time  to  time  the  father  added  to  his 
possessions  until  he  owned  over  three  hundred 
acres  of  land.  His  careful  business  methods  were 
shown  when  his  large  estate  was  settled,  as  with 
the  exception  of  a  security  debt  of  five  hundred 
dollars  there  was  not  a  claim  of  one  cent  against 
the  property. 

Mrs.  Maria  Pine,  who  survives  her  husband 
and  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  is  won¬ 
derfully  well  preserA^ed,  being  active  both  in  mind 
and  body,  and  makes  a  practice  of  driving  alone 
in  her  carriage  to  Hannibal  and  all  through  this 
section  of  the  country.  She  was  born  in  Ripley 
County,  Ind.,  May  12,  1827,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Eli  and  Orpha  (Lingo  Sanders,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Batavia,  Ohio,  in  1800.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity  with  one  exception.  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Pine  had  seven  children:  Lazarus  E.,  a 
bridge  carpenter  on  the  U.  P.  R.  R. ;  Mar}'  E., 
wife  of  William  J.  Weatherly,  retired  farmer,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Columbia,  I\Io. ;  George  W.,  a  genial  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Miller  Township,  this  coun¬ 
ty;  Sadie  M.  (Mrs.  William  Jellison),  of  Ralls 
County,  Mo.;  Margaret  (Mrs.  D.  M.  Carroll), 
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who  died  in  this  county  August  lo,  1893,  leaving 
eight  children ;  Sterling  P.,  who  died  in  1871,  aged 
ten  years;  Nellie  A.,  who  married  Henr}-  Schok- 
necht,  a  draper  and  upholsterer  of  St.  Louis;  An¬ 
nie,  who  married  W.  F.  Testerman,  who  has  just 
taken  charge  of  the  home  farm.  i\Irs.  Maria  Pine 
has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
since  1844  and  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 


SAMUEL  AI.  ELLIOTT  came  to  dwell  on 
the  homestead  which  he  now  occupies,  on 
Section  23,  Clay  Township,  Ralls  County, 
in  1862,  and  from  that  time  until  the  present  has 
been  actively  concerned  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  and  influ¬ 
ence,  honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  and  love  of  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  He  possesses 
a  genial,  happy  way  in  his  intercourse  with  peo¬ 
ple,  readily  winning  hosts  of  friends.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Ralls  Lodge 
No.  33,  of  Centre. 

The  Doctors  father,  Samuel  Elliott,  was  born 
in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  died  in  1854,  when  in 
his  sixty-ninth  year.  He  married  Lillie  Skinner, 
a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  who  died  in 
1874,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  At  the  age  of  eight¬ 
een  years  iMr.  Elliott  commenced  learning  the 
blacksmith  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
time,  and  later  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  he  had  been  reared.  He  was 
a  good  scholar  and  a  member  of  the  Old  Line 
Whig  party.  In  1836  he  went  to  Ohio  on  horse¬ 
back  with  a  view  to  locate  there  should  a  favor¬ 
able  opportunity  present  itself,  but  he  did  Viot 
finally  carry  out  his  plans.  His  family  comprised 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  as  follows:  John  W.. 
a  retired  merchant  of  Richmond,  Va. ;  William,  a 
retired  merchant  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.;  Mary 
A.,  deceased;  Stephen,  who  died  in  Wisconsin: 
Samuel  M.;  Sarah,  deceased;  Lillie,  who  resides 
in  Franklin  County,  Pa.;  Katie,  wife  of  the  Rev. 


Brewer,  a  Lutheran  minister  of  Carthage,  Ill.; 
George,  who  is  a  farmer  in  California;  and  Jane, 
Robert  and  Alattie,  who  are  deceased. 

The  birth  of  S.  M.  Elliott  occurred  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  March  29,  1825.  He  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  homestead,  in  Path  Valley,  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  and  remained  there  until  after  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority.  He  then  started  forth  deter¬ 
mined  to  succeed  in  the  battle  of  life,  and,  going 
to  Grant  County,  Wis.,  obtained  employment  in 
the  mines.  He  was  absent  from  home  from  1846 
to  1848,  and  then  returning  to  the  Keystone  State 
remained  there  until  1850.  That  year  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  Hannibal,  AIo.,  but  not  long  afterward 
returned  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  continued  to  re¬ 
side  for  five  years  more.  Coming  back  to  this 
State,  he  lived  for  a  year  on  South  River  and  did 
not  permanently  settle  down  until  1862.  He  then 
purchased  thirty-six  acres  and  added  to  it  until 
he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm.  The  place  is  a  beautiful  and  desirable 
one,  the  gardens  well  kept  and  even  the  barns  and 
out-buildings  show  the  care  which  is  bestowed 
upon  them. 

April  18,  1854,  i\Ir.  Elliott  married  in  this 
county  iMartha  S.  Riddle,  who  was  born  in  Mar- 
tinsburg,  AM.,  December  ii,  1828.  Her  father, 
John  N.  Riddle,  was  a  native  of  the  same  town, 
born  in  January,  1803,  and  died  April  4,  1845. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  Aliss  Susan  Tabb,  was  like¬ 
wise  of  Alartinsburg,  born  in  September,  1802, 
and  survived  until  August  14,  1875.  She  was 
married  Alarch  26,  1818,  and  emigrated  west¬ 
ward  at  a  later  date,  arriving  in  Hannibal,  AIo., 
July  4,  1836.  Air.  and  Airs.  Riddle  located  on 
South  River,  in  this  county,  and  there  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Of  their  eight  children, 
Alartha  S.  is  the  eldest;  AAfllliam  is  a  Texas  farmer; 
Katie  is  also  living  in  the  Lone  Star  State;  Joseph 
is  deceased;  Alary  married  John  Stone,  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  and  is  now’  deceased;  Elizabeth,  Lavina  and 
David  are  all  residents  of  Texas.  Their  father 
was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods  in  A'irginia,  but  after  coming 
west  gave  himself  entirely  to  agriculture. 

In  his  early  manhood  Air.  Elliott  attended  the 
medical  college  in  Philadelphia  for  two  terms 
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with  the  intention  of  adopting  that  profession, 
but  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  plans  on  account 
of  poor  health.  An  out-door  life  seemed  neces¬ 
sary  to  his  welfare  and  has  resulted  favorably.  A 
few  years  since  he  was  injured  while  lifting  some 
heavy  machinery,  and  has  been  obliged  to  give  up 
much  of  his  active  work.  For  a  year  and  a  half, 
while  living  in  Wisconsin,  he  was  fairly  success¬ 
ful  as  the  proprietor  of  a  livery  and  express  busi¬ 
ness.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and  was 
Deputy  Assessor  for  one  year,  though  he  had 
never  aspired  to  official  honors.  Formerly  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination, 
but  growing  liberal  in  his  views  is  now  non- 
affiliated. 


JAMES  H.  GENTRY,  whose  sketch  now  in¬ 
vites  attention,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  residents  of  Ralls  County, 
of  which  section  he  has  been  a  resident  since 
1848.  He  owns  one  of  the  largest  and  best  culti¬ 
vated  estates  in  IMissouri,  including  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-two  acres,  lying  in  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  whereon  Mr.  Gentry  still  makes  his  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Virginia  and  was 
born  in  Amherst  County,  March  21,  1817.  His 
parents  were  Harman  and  Sarah  C.  (Roberts) 
Gentry,  the  former  born  in  Albemarle  County, 
Va.,  and  died  December  12,  1870,  aged  eighty- 
one  years.  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Gentry  was  born  in 
Nelson  County,  Va.,  and  departed  this  life  in 
1870,  aged  eighty  years.  They  were  married  near 
Lynchburg  near  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812,  and 
remained  in  their  native  State  until  1832,  when 
they  came  to  Missouri,  settling  on  a  farm  adjoin¬ 
ing  where  their  son,  our  subject,  now  resides, 
and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  father  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  which  bus¬ 
iness  he  followed  throughout  life.  He  built  the 
Tatlow  mill,  near  Palmyra  and  the  one  at  Louis¬ 
iana,  which  were  the  first  in  the  county.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  in  all  the 
relations  of  life  was  true  to  himself  and  others. 
To  Harman  and  Sarah  C.  Gentry  there  were 


born  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
we  make  the  following  mention:  James  H.,  our 
subject,  was  the  eldest  of  the  family;  Anna  E.  is 
the  widow  of  William  Vaughan,  of  Monroe 
County,  Mo.;  Sarah  J.  married  William  Newland, 
and  both  are  deceased;  Susan  married  Jacob  L. 
Clayton,  and  they  are  also  deceased.  The  other 
children  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  county  from  Virginia  in  1832. 
He  remained  at  home  until  1848,  when  he  started 
out  for  himself  and  located  where  he  now  lives. 
During  the  latter  years  of  his  parents’  life  he 
cared  for  them  and  looked  after  the  management 
of  the  place.  Success  has  attended  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Gentry  from  the  first  and  he  is  now  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  wealthy  and  influential  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county.  He  was  married  in  this  town¬ 
ship  in  1849  to  Miss  Juliet  E.  Martin,  who  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Ky.,  in  1829.  Her 
parents  were  James  S.  and  Mary  J.  (Geard)  Mar¬ 
tin,  the  former  born  in  Scott  County,  Ky.  He 
died  in  1887,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Mary  J. 
was  born  in  Woodford  County,  Ky.,  and  died  in 
1884,  when  sixty-one  years  old.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  and  made  their  home 
there  until  1832,  when  they  came  to  Ralls  County, 
locating  near  Big  Creek.  This  locality  was  their 
home  until  1883,  when  they  broke  up  housekeep¬ 
ing  and  went  to  live  with  their  children.  IMr. 
Martin  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  slave-holder 
and  prominent  both  in  the  affairs  of  his  native 
State  and  Missouri.  Their  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  ten  children:  William,  living  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  John  A.,  M.  D.,  deceased;  James  E.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Juliet,  Mrs.  Gentry;  Susan  married  Jas. 
M.  Hollyman,  of  Marion  County,  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Mary  married  Wm.  Switzer,  and  is  also 
deceased;  Sarah  married  Thos.  Ash,  and  three 
died  young.  Prior  to  his  union  with  IMiss  Geard 
]\Ir.  Martin  married  a  Miss  Wilson,  also  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  who  died  in  1829,  leaving  a  daughter, 
Nannie,  now  deceased,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Larkin  Caldwell,  of  Shelby  County,  Mo. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  five  sons  and  five  daughters: 
Virginia  A,  is  the  wife  of  David  Riddle,  a  farmer 
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and  merchant  of  \"ernon,  Texas;  Sallie  C.  is  the 
wife  of  Harvey  Caldwell,  of  New  London,  this 
county;  iMary  J.  married  John  F.  Minor,  a 
farmer  of  iMarion  County;  James  H.  is  a  physi¬ 
cian  practicing  in  Arizona;  William  iM.  is  a  farmer 
of  Rensselaer  Township,  this  county;  Eugene  R. 
is  engaged  in  the  wire  fence  business  in  this 
county;  Joseph  E.  is  residing  with  his  parents; 
Walter  L.  is  a  dentist  of  Arizona;  Susan  A.  is  at 
home;  and  Annie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Medcalf,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Ralls  County. 

The  house  of  i\Ir.  Gentry,  which  was  built  in 
1844,  before  he  took  possession  of  the  place,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  Eebruary  10,  1895,  while  the 
family  were  away  to  church.  It  was  immediately 
replaced  by  a  beautiful  residence,  neat  and  sub¬ 
stantially  finished  and  which  is  furnished  in  a 
manner  which  indicates  its  occupants  to  be  peo¬ 
ple  of  means  and  good  taste. 

]\Ir.  Gentry  is  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  which  denomination  he  has  been 
connected  since  1840.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  of  late  years  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket.  His  estimable  character  and  useful  life 
have  secured  to  him  the  respect  of  his  acquaint¬ 
ances  and  the  deeper  regard  of  those  who  know 
him  best. 


Robert  K.  KEITH,  who  resides  in  Town¬ 
ship  55,  Range  5,  is  a  native  of  Ralls 
County  and  is  a  son  of  James  H.  Keith, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He 
was  born  June  23,  1870,  and  remained  at  home, 
assisting  in  the  farm  work  and  attending  such  dis¬ 
trict  schools  as  the  township  afforded,  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  When  twenty-one 
years  old,  however,  he  commenced  life  for  him¬ 
self,  renting  a  portion  of  the  home  place.  On 
October  23,  1892,  he  married  Emma  N.  Ford, 


a  daughter  of  Daniel  B.  and  ^lary  (Keithly)  Ford. 
She  was  the  sixth  child  in  a  family  of  eight,  and 
our  subject  was  also  the  sixth  child  in  a  family  of 
the  same  number.  Immediately  after  their  mar¬ 
riage  they  took  up  their  residence  with  his 
brother  Joseph,  on  the  Widow  Long  farm,  in  this 
county,  but  remained  there  only  a  few  months, 
while  the  house,  which  is  now  their  residence,  was 
being  prepared  for  their  reception.  On  February 
28  of  the  following  year,  they  removed  to  their 
present  place,  which  is  a  portion  of  the  estate  of 
his  father,  and  which  the  brothers  use  and  control 
together.  There  are  three  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  this  tract,  of  which  number  our  subject 
cultivates  seventy  acres,  the  remainder  being  in 
grass.  In  his  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  a  general  line  of  farming,  raising  a  variety 
of  grains  and  stocks.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  but  at  present  does  not  hold  mem¬ 
bership  with  any  denomination.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  body 
she  has  been  connected  since  her  fourteenth  year. 
She  is  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  born  September 
18,  1872,  but  the  greater  part  of  her  life  was  spent 
in  the  town  of  Wellsville,  Montgomery  County, 
receiving  her  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
place.  They  have  one  child,  Hiram  Remley, 
named  in  honor  of  a  cousin  of  his  mother,  and  a 
friend  of  his  father.  He  was  born  December  8, 
1894.  iMr.  Keith  has  been  very  unfortunate  in 
the  way  of  accidents  and  bodily  injuries  as  well, 
but  most  fortunate  in  escaping  fatal  injury.  In 
i\Iay,  1889,  while  squirrel  hunting,  he  was  shot  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of 
his  brother,  the  entire  charge  passing  through 
his  hat,  cutting  a  furrow  four  inches  long  through 
the  hair  and  scalp.  In  December,  1891,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  injury  in  the  hand  from  a  butcher  knife, 
from  which  the  blood  flowed  so  freely  as  almost 
to  produce  fatal  residts.  ' 
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GOODWIN  O.  BISHOP. 


Goodwin  o.  bishop,  now  serving  to 

the  full  satisfaction  of  the  people  as  City 
Assessor  of  Hannibal,  was  honored  by 
being  elected  to  this  place  in  1894,  on  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  party  and  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
seven  voters  of  Hannibal  who  supported  Lincoln 
in  i860.  A  man  of  progressive  ideas,  he  has  been 
an  influential  factor  in  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  Hannibal,  where  he  is  very  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed. 

John  Bishop,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  England  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1750,  later  taking  part  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  His  son,  Sylvester,  father  of  G.  O. 
Bishop,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  was  a 
patriot  in  the  War  of  1812.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  he  was  ordained  an  Elder,  and  soon  after¬ 
wards  became  a  minister.  He  removed  to  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  N.  Y.,  about  1800  and  engaged  in 
farming  there  for  many  years.  On  reaching  man’s 
estate  he  married  Almeda  Kingsbury,  by  whom 
he  had  nine  children. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Hender¬ 
son  Township,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  June  19, 
1830.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
reaching  his  seventeenth  year,  when  he  left  home 
in  order  to  learn  a  trade.  He  had  previously  at¬ 
tended  the  district  and  select  schools  and  had 
obtained  a  good  general  education.  Eor  three 
years  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  joiner's 
and  ship-builder’s  trade,  and  in  1849  took  passage 
on  the  schooner  Oxford  at  Shemont  Bay,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  his  destination  being  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Reaching  there  he  spent  two  years  as  a  journey¬ 
man  working  at  his  trade,  and  from  1850  to  1854 
was  employed  as  superintendent  of  bridges, 


buildings  and  water  works  on  the  C.,  C.  &  C.  and 
the  C.,  N.  &  T.  Railroads. 

In  1854  Mr.  Bishop  took  a  contract  to  con¬ 
struct  part  of  the  D.  &  M.  Railroad,  and  two 
years  later,  in  connection  with  a  partner,  con¬ 
tracted  to  build  a  rolling  mill  and  thirty  Iftiuses 
on  the  north  branch  of  the  Chicago  River,  in  the 
city  of  that  name.  The  mill  and  houses  were 
partly  constructed  in  Newport,  Mich.,  and  were 
shipped  in  sailing  vessels  to  Chicago.  The  plant 
was  finished  in  1857,  the  year  of  the  great  panic, 
and  after  the  mill  was  put  in  operation  Mr.  Bishop 
became  inspector  of  iron  in  the  concern.  This 
rolling  mill  was  the  first  one  utilized  for  making 
“T”  rails  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  In  1858  our  sub¬ 
ject  came  to  Hannibal,  and  from  that  time  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  was  employed  in  build¬ 
ing  bridges  on  the  H.  &  N.  Railroad.  In  i860 
he  was  superintendent  of  bridges,  water  works 
and  buildings  on  the  H.  &  St.  J.  Railroad.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Rebellion  he  was  Captain  of  a  company  of 
men  who  were  kept  busy  in  building  bridges 
which  were  burned  by  the  Confederates. 

In  connection  with  Col.  J.  T.  K.  Howard,  for¬ 
mer  manager  of  the  H.  &  St.  J.  Railroad,  IMr. 
Bishop  took  a  contract  in  1887  to  transfer  freight 
from  the  Burlington  Railroad  to  Hannibal.  In 
order  to  do  this  they  purchased  from  the  United 
States  Government  the  steamer  “Huron,”  and  a 
number  of  barges  from  other  parties.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  the  two  partners  associated  them¬ 
selves  with  Amos  J.  Stillwell  and  obtaining  sub¬ 
scription  from  Monroe  County,  Mason  Township 
and  Hannibal,  in  Missouri ;  and  Pike  County,  Ill., 
built  the  H.  &  N.  Railroad,  which  is  now  a  part  of 
the  Wabash,  and  the  H.  &  C.  J\L  Railroad,  now 
incorporated  in  M.,  K.  &  T.  road.  Mr.  Bishop 
was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  construc- 
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tion  of  these  roads,  and  was  Superintendent  of 
the  H.  &  N.  road  during  the  first  part  of  its  exist¬ 
ence.  He  also  helped  in  the  construction  of  the 
S.  &  M.  Railroad,  having  the  contract  for  laying 
the  tracks  from  Springfield,  i\Io.,  to  iMemphis, 
Tenn.  He  was  also  awarded  the  contract  for 
building  the  first  street  railway  in  Hannibal,  and 
was  superintendent  of  the  sewer  system  of  this 
place. 

In  1855  Bishop  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Isabella  Young,  who  was  born  at  West 
Point,  N.  Y.,  and  whose  parents  were  James  and 
Hettie  (Gregory)  Young;  James  Young  was  born 
at  Abbottsford,  Scotland.  To  them  were  born 
four^children:  Hettie,  who  married  John  L. 
Lathrop,  of  Hannibal;  Otis  G.,  living  in  IMichi- 
gan;  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harry  F.  Morris, 
County  Collector,  and  jMargaret. 


SAMUEL  C.  YAGER.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  progress¬ 
ive  business  men  of  Louisiana,  is  engaged 
as  a  miller  and  grain  dealer.  He  is  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  was  born  January  5,  1841,  in  I.a 
Harpe,  Hancock  County.  His  parents  were  Eran- 
cis  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Simms)  Yager,  both  natives 
of  Washington  County,  Ky.  The  father  was  a 
farmer,  but  also  carried  on  the  business  of  a 
miller  with  great  success.  He  was  the  son  of 
Nicholas  Yager,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  of 
German  ancestry.  On  his  mother’s  side  he  was  of 
English  descent,  the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  coming  to  America  in  Colonial  days  with 
Lord  Baltimore  and  locating  in  Maryland.  The 
male  members  of  the  family  of  Simms  later  fought 
in  the  War  of  1812  and  were  also  participants  in 
the  Mexican  War. 

About  the  year  1834  the  father  of  our  subject 
moved  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Han¬ 
cock  County,  where  he  lived  until  the  spring  of 
1842,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Monroe 
County,  Mo.,  where  his  death  occurred  in  IMarch, 
1864.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Samuel  C. 


was  Samuel  Simms.  His  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  born  in  1808,  and  lived  until  September, 
1889.  Both  parents  were  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a 
Union  Democrat.  During  the  late  war  he  was  a 
Union  man,  and  for  some  time  served  in  the  State 
iMilitia. 

To  Francis  E.  and  Elizabeth  Yager  there  were 
born  a  large  family,  numbering  fourteen  children. 
Nicholas  is  now  living  in  IMonroe  County,  Mo.; 
William  is  a  resident  of  Nodaway  County,  ]\Io.; 
Benedict  and  Mary  are  deceased;  Elizabeth  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  William  G.  Pike  and  makes  her 
home  in  Monroe  City;  Sarah  is  now  iMrs.  James 
Hardie  and  makes  her  home  in  Adair  County, 
Mo.;  Harry  fought  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  late 
war  and  gave  up  his  life  soon  after  the  surrender 
of  Vicksburg;  he  served  in  Company  I,  Thirtieth 
Missouri  Infantry.  Our  subject  was  the  next 
born;  John  died  when  young;  Bernard  is  living  in 
Monroe  City;  Susan  is  the  wdfe  of  John  D.  Pier- 
soil,  and  lives  in  Monroe  County,  AIo. ;  Rose  Jane 
died  in  infancy;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Henr)" 
Whalan,  and  is  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  and 
Martha,  Mrs.  John  Woolfork,  died  in  March, 
1895. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  ]Mar- 
ion  County,  Mo.,  and  it  was  there  he  received  his 
schooling  and  worked  at  farming.  When  a  lad 
of  fifteen  years  he  became  interested  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  stationary  engines,  and  two  years  later 
took  charge  of  an  engine.  He  was  engaged  in 
this  business  off  and  on  for  thirty-three  years.  In 
1882  he  came  to  Pike  County,  first  locating  at 
Bowling  Green.  In  1884  he  came  to  Louisiana, 
and  for  the  following  eight  years  was  engineer  for 
the  Excelsior  Mills.  In  October,  1894,  however, 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  and  now,  in 
company  with  his  son  George,  carries  on  a  thriv¬ 
ing  business  as  miller  and  dealer  in  grain  and 
farm  produce.  The  firm  is  becoming  well  known 
and  conducts  its  affairs  under  the  style  of  Ya¬ 
ger  &  Co. 

Samuel  C.  Yager  and  Miss  Cornelia  Buckles 
were  united  in  marriage  September  27,  1864.  The 
lady  was  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Wakely)  Buckles,  and  was  born  in  Greene 
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County,  Ohio,  of  which  locality  her  parents  were 
also  natives.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  six  children,  of  whom  James  died  when 
young.  The  others  are  George,  John,  Alice, 
Eleanor  and  William.  Mrs.  Yager  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while  her  husband  is  a  devout  Catholic. 
In  politics  he  is  liberal,  and  votes  for  the  best 
man.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Father  Mathew. 

Mr.  Yager  has  won  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  citizens  of  Louisiana  by  his  habits  of  in¬ 
dustry  and  his  integrity.  He  has  established  a 
business  that  will  not  only  prove  remunerative  to 
him,  but  a  benefit  to  the  community. 


ILLIAM  N.  TINSLEY  is  President  of 
the  Addison-Tinsley  Tobacco  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Louisiana.  This  well-known 
and  extensive  concern  was  incorporated  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1882,  under  its  present  title.  They  com¬ 
mand  an  immense  trade  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  and  year  by  year  the  busi¬ 
ness  is  increasing  in  volume. 

The  birth  of  the  subject  of  this  narrative  oc¬ 
curred  August  25,  1836,  in  Bedford  County,  Va. 
His  parents,  Rodney  and  Polly  (Whitten)  Tins¬ 
ley,  were  both  natives  of  the  same  county,  the 
father  born  October  ii,  1791,  and  the  mother 
November  19,  1792.  The  father  of  Rodney  was 
James  Tinsley,  likewise  a  native  of  Bedford 
County,  Va.,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  same  section,  was  Miss  Lucy  Mc¬ 
Donald  before  her  marriage.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Polly  Tinsley  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jennie 
Gady  and  the  father  was  Elisha  Whitten.  Both 
he  and  Grandfather  Tinsley  were  soldiers  of  the 
War  of  1812.  On  both  sides  of  the  house  the  fam¬ 
ily  is  long-lived,  for  our  subject’s  paternal  grand¬ 
father  lived  to  be  ninety-two  years  of  age,  while 
his  maternal  ancestor  reached  her  seventy-fifth 
year.  The  family  of  James  Tinsley  comprised 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  William, 


Daniel,  Rodney,  Nelson,  Lucretia,  Peggy,  Emily 
and  Elizabeth.  Lucretia  married  John  Major; 
Peggy  became  the  wife  of  W.  Oglesby;  Emily 
was  married  to  Joshua  Rucker,  and  Elizabeth  was 
married  to  Joseph  Reece. 

It  was  in  1849  Rodney  Tinsley  emigrated 
to  Missouri  with  a  colony  of  settlers  and  for  three 
years  resided  in  Buffalo  Township,  Pike  County. 
Then  moving  to  Lincoln  County,  he  cultivated 
farms  there  for  the  next  fifteen  years ;  later  he  took 
up  his  abode  near  Paynesville,  Pike  County.  Then 
after  dwelling  for  a  time  in  Buffalo  Township,  he 
went  to  live  with  his  son  James  in  Hartford, 
dying  there  June  28,  1878.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat  of  the  old  school.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Methodist  and  was  noted  for  his  honesty 
and  integrity  of  life  both  of  word  and  deed.  His 
wife’s  death  occurred  a  few  years  previous  to  his 
own,  on  July  3,  1872.  Their  family  comprised 
eleven  children,  as  follows:  Elisha,  deceased;  La¬ 
fayette,  who  died  in  Missouri;  Mary  Jane,  de¬ 
ceased;  Leonard,  died  in  childhood;  Addison, 
deceased;  Albern  M.,  who  is  connected  with  the 
tobacco  factory;  Elizabeth  A.,  widovy  of  Lunsford 
Ogden;  Martha  M.,  deceased;  James  R.,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Bowling  Green;  Cleopatra,  deceased,  and 
William  N.,  the  youngest,  and  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  boyhood  of  W.  N.  Tinsley  was  passed  in 
his  native  county  in  Virginia  until  he  was  in  his 
thirteenth  year,  when  he  came  to  Missouri.  The 
principal  part  of  his  education  was  obtained  in 
private  schools  at  Amherst,  whither  his  parents 
had  moved  in  order  to  give  their  children  better 
facilities.  The  youth  assisted  his  father  as  much 
as  was  within  his  power,  and  on  reaching  his  ma¬ 
jority  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
Calumet  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land.  He  was  thus  occupied  for  six  years,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Louisiana,  and  for  two  years 
engaged  in  the  leaf  tobacco  business. 

Subsequently  our  subject,  in  company  with 
Lafayette  Tinsley  and  Edwin  C.  Bright,  formed  a 
partnership  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
plug  tobacco.  About  a  year  later  he  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  old  concern  and  bought  a  share  in 
the  A.  Tinsley  &  Company  factory,  which  had 
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been  founded  in  1871.  The  building,  located  on 
the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Jackson  Streets,  was 
burned  down  March  4,  1886,  and  a  new  one  was 
put  up  at  the  corner  of  South  Carolina  and  Levee 
Streets.  When  the  company  was  incorporated 
under  the  title  it  now  bears,  A.  J.  McCune  was 
made  President;  William  N.  Tinsley,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent;  A.  M.  Tinsley,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  Addison  Tinsley,  General  IManager.  The 
present  officers  are:  W.  N.  Tinsley,  President  and 
General  Manager;  A.  J.  McCune,  Vice-President; 
Thomas  L.  Tinsley,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The 
firm  buys  the  tobacco  leaf  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  manufactures  both 
chewing  and  smoking  tobacco.  Among  their 
favorite  brands  are  the  Tinsley  Best,  AV.  N.  T., 
Natural  Leaf  (sixteen  ounce),  the  Missouri  Leaf, 
Premium  Natural  Leaf,  Happy  New  Year,  etc. 
The  factory’s  capacity  is  three  million  pounds  per 
year,  and  employment  is  given  to  from  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
hands.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  industry  is 
an  important  one  and  is  one  of  the  distinguishing 
features  of  Louisiana. 

October  14,  1858,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Tinsley  and  Margaret  J.,  daughter  of  William 
N.  and  Delilah  Goodman.  Mrs.  Tinsley  died  at 
the  early  age  of  twenty-five  years,  August  22, 
1864.  August  22,  1866,  our  subject  was  united 
in  wedlock  ‘with  Margaret  H.,  daughter  of 
Charles  R.  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Mason)  Morris.  She 
departed  this  life  June  i,  1871,  when  in  her  thir¬ 
tieth  year.  The  lady  who  now  bears  our  subject’s 
name  was  formerly  h'liss  Allie  L.  Robinson,  and 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  December  i,  1871. 
Her  parents,  Edward  and  Martha  (Terry)  Robin¬ 
son,  were  natives  of  Bedford  County,  Va.  The 
following  children  have  been  born  to  them:  [Mar¬ 
garet  H.,  now  Mrs.  John  A.  Pearson;  Edmund 
H.,  who  is  attending  Central  College  of  Lafayette, 
Mo.  ;  Lulu,  a  student  in  Howard  Eemale  College, 
of  Eayette,  IMo. ;  IMary  E.,  who  died  in  October, 
1892;  Bessie,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  months;  Jessie  M.,  her  twin  sister,  also 
deceased,  and  Addison  A. 

Eor  the  past  thirty-five  years  Mr.  Tinsley  has 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 


pal  Church  South,  with  which  his  wife  is  also  iden¬ 
tified.  Politically  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  socially  belongs  to  Perseverance 
Lodge  No.  68,  A.  E.  and  A.  IM.  He  has  never 
been  desirous  of  holding  public  office,  but  has 
served  efficiently  as  a  School  Director.  By  his 
energy  and  good  business  judgment  he  has  won 
success  and  has  contributed  largely  to  the  welfa^’c 
of  others  in  the  legitimate  channels  of  trade.  He 
is  highly  regarded  in  the  community  for  his  moral 
worth,  public  spirit  and  good  fellowship. 


JOHN  M.  CRANE  is  a  young  farmer  of  good 
ability  and  practical  experience  and  one  of 
the  native  sons  of  Marion  Countv.  He  is 
self-made  in  every  respect,  having  won  a  comfort¬ 
able  fortune,  a  good  home  and  a  position  of  influ¬ 
ence  in  his  neighborhood  by  the  exercise  of  his 
inherited  characteristics  of  perseverance  and  in¬ 
dustry.  His  residence  is  on  Section  25,  Eabius 
Township,  where  he  has  dwelt  for  the  past  five 
years. 

Our  subject’s  father,  James  Crane,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1825  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate 
married  Miss  Catharine  Taylor,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children.  He  became  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Marion  County,  permanent!}'  locating  here 
at  an  early  day.  His  son,  John  IM.,  was  born 
April  18,  1852,  and  was  reared  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  He  managed  to  get  a  good  general  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools  and  by  actual  experi¬ 
ence  learned  the  proper  management  of  a  farm. 

On  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Crane  determined 
to  seek  a  companion  and  helpmeet  in  life’s  journey 
and  found  the  lady  of  his  choice  in  Miss  Roxy 
Anna  Warren,  their  marriage  being  celebrated 
July  23,  1883.  Mrs.  Crane  is  a  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Jennie  (Pemberton)  Warren  of  Ralls 
County,  IMo.  The  young  couple  have  had  born 
to  them  three  children:  The  eldest  died  in  infancy; 
the  second,  Lilburn,  was  born  July  4,  1886;  the 
youngest,  Vera  Pearl,  was  born  July  14,  1891. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Crane  rented  a  farm 
comprising  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
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in  Fabius  Township  and  there  made  his  start  in 
life  by  the  assistance  of  his  thrifty  and  helpful 
wife.  After  renting  this  place  for  four  years  they 
moved  to  another  farm,  of  eighty  acres,  near  Beth¬ 
el,  and  a  year  later  leased  the  Ben  Schofield  Home¬ 
stead,  a  mile  east  of  Bethel.  When  another  year 
had  elapsed  Mr.  Crane  found  himself  able  to  pur¬ 
chase  land  of  his  own  and  invested  his  savings 
in  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  his  present 
farm.  He  has  made  nearly  all  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  thereon  to  be  found  and  it  is  today  consid¬ 
ered  one  of  the  best  in  this  region.  He  has  been 
successful  as  a  stock-raiser  and  devotes  much  of 
his  attention  to  the  business.  Politically  he  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Democracy;  religiously  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  strong  in  matters  of  faith  and 
hold  membership  with  the  Union  Church. 


Ezra  stiles  ely  hampton  has 

lived  for  almost  half  a  century  on  the  old 
homestead,  located  on  Section  28,  Saline 
Township,  Ralls  County.  His  farm  is  well 
equipped  with  good  buildings,  a  windmill  and 
all  the  latest  improvements  which  go  to  make 
up  a  model  homestead.  In  September,  1888, 
the  proprietor  erected  a  pleasant  and  substantial 
residence,  which  he  has  furnished  in  good  taste. 
He  has  never  cared  to  hold  public  office,  but 
has  been  prevailed  upon  by  his  neighbors  in  a 
few  instances  to  accept  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  has  been  a 
school  director  and  at  all  times  has  manifested 
his  interest  in  educational  affairs. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  Squire  Joseph  M. 
and  Harriet  (Hathaway)  Hampton.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  born  June 
18,  1801,  and  died  March  i,  1869.  His  marriage 
took  place  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  6,  1823, 
his  future  companion  and  helpmate  having  been 
born  and  reared  in  the  Quaker  City.  Her  death 
occurred  May  5,  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  six  months  and  ten  days.  The  young 
couple  continued  to  live  in  Philadelphia  until 


1835,  when  they  emigrated  westward,  settling  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject.  Mr.  Hamp¬ 
ton  was  a  saddler  by  trade  and  was  fairly  success¬ 
ful  as  a  farmer.  For  many  years  he  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  a  man  of 
influence  in  his  community,  largely  owing  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  better  educated  and  possessed 
a  greater  fund  of  information  than  most  of  his 
neighbors.  For  a  long  period  he  served  as  Clerk 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  Bethlehem. 

The  five  sons  and  five  daughters  born  to  J.  M. 
and  Harriet  Hampton  were  in  order  of  birth  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  G.,  born  November  28,  1823; 
Edwin  M.,  March  28,  1825;  Sarah  A.,  January 
5,  1827;  Joseph  M.,  Jr.,  July  27,  1829;  Harriet 
H.,  April  4,  1831;  Catherine  H.,  March  27,  1833; 
Mary  S.,  May  16,  1835;  Samuel  S.,  June  18,  1838; 
John  C.,  August  22,  1841;  and  Ezra  S.  E.,  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1845.  The  oldest  daughter  married  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Jones,  a  farmer  of  Saline  Township,  and 
died  February  18,  1869,  leaving  six  children. 
Edwin  M.  departed  this  life  in  California,  Oc¬ 
tober  II,  1880;  Sarah  married  Noah  Donnelly, 
by  whom  she  had  three  children;  she  died  De¬ 
cember  22,  1868,  and  her  husband  is  also  de¬ 
ceased;  J.  M.  is  a  miner  in  California;  Harriet 
married  Martin  J.  Dawson,  a  farmer  and  fruit¬ 
grower  in  Texas,  and  they  have  six  children; 
Catherine,  who  died  May  16,  i860,  was  the  wife 
of  Harrison  Donnelly,  who,  with  his  three  chil¬ 
dren,  is  now  living  in  Monroe  City.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Newton  Ronner,  who  owns  a  farm 
in  Knox  County,  Mo.,  and  their  family  com¬ 
prises  seven  children:  Samuel  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County, 
Mo.;  and  John  C.  is  a  mine  operator  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  The  elder  children  were  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  the  three  youngest  are  natives  of 
Ralls  County,  Mo. 

E.  S.  E.  Hampton,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  and  brought  up  on  the  farm  of  which  he  is 
now  the  proprietor.  He  had  added  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  tract  by  purchase  until  his  possessions  cover 
some  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres.  Tlie 
old  farm  house  which  his  father  built  and  occu¬ 
pied  is  still  standing  on  the  homestead  and  is  in 
a  good  state  of  preservation.  Our  subject  ob- 
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tained  such  education  as  the  district  schools  af¬ 
forded,  wisely  supplementing  the  same  by  private 
reading  and  study.  For  some  sixteen  years  he 
has  been  clerk  of  the  Baptist  Church,  while  his 
wife  is  connected  with  the  Catholic  Church. 

January  21,  1873,  Mr.  Hampton  and  Susan  C. 
Hardy  were  united  in  marriage  in  this  township, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  by  Father 
Bonicum.  She  was  born  August  21,  1843, 
Saline  Township,  being  a  daughter  of  Judge 
George  L.  and  Teresa  (Leek)  Hardy,  whose  his¬ 
tory  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  JMrs.  Hampton  have  had  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy, 
and  Joseph  M.,  the  second  child,  born  June  2, 
1876,  was  killed  June  6,  1878,  while  climbing  a 
fence,  one  of  the  rails  falling  upon  him.  The 
eldest  daughter,  Susan  C.,  born  October  29,  1873, 
is  a  young  lady  of  good  education  and  is  still 
under  the  parental  roof.  George  L.,  the  only 
surviving  son,  was  born  January  21,  1881,  and 
Lucy  S.  was  born  August  2,  1883.  Politically 
Mr.  Hampton  is  a  Democrat.  The  Hamp¬ 
tons  are  of  English  origin.  William  Hampton 
was  the  son  of  Sir  John  Esham,  of  Langport, 
knight  and  baronet,  from  whom  the  Hamptons 
descended.  August  13,  1662,  their  coat  of  arms 
was  granted  to  Wm.  Hampton,  rector  of  Bleek- 
ingly,  in  Surry,  by  Edward  Beyshew  Claren- 
seaux. 


CAPT.  WILLIAM  CLINTON  ALLISON 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Pike  County,  born  within  its 
bounds.  May  18,  1834,  his  birth  occurring  six 
miles  southwest  of  Louisiana,  Buffalo  Township. 
There  were  eleven  childrt^n  born  to  Robert  H. 
and  'Louisa  J.  (Carroll)  Allison,  of  whom  he 
was  the  fourth;  of  the  eleven  four  survive. 

Robert  H.  Allison  was  born  in  1804  in  South 
Carolina.  His  parents  came  to  Missouri  when  he 
was  a  boy  of  six  years  and  here  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  and  chose  that  vocation  for  his  life's  work; 


he  had  gained  a  good  standing  among  the  well- 
to-do  agriculturists  of  the  county  at  the  time  of 
his  decease,  which  occurred  when  he  was  forty- 
three  years  of  age.  He  was  well-known  in  this 
vicinity  and  for  several  years  served  efficiently  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  also  taught  school  for 
some  time  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Hickory 
Grove  District,  being  one  of  the  leading  spirits 
in  the  organization  of  the  district  and  also  in  the 
erection  of  the  school  building.  He  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  all  movements  calculated  to  improve 
the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  his  death 
was  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Louisa  J.  Carroll  was  born  in  South  Carolina 
in  1810.  She  was  brought  to  this  State  when  a 
child  by  her  parents,  under  whose  guidance  she 
attained  to  a  noble  womanhood.  She  lived  to 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  the  last  thirty-eight 
years  of  her  life  being  spent  in  widowhood. 
Grandfather  Alexander  Allison  came  to  iMissouri 
about  1810,  being  at  that  time  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  the  State,  and  experienced  all  the 
perils,  hardships  and  privations  to  which  the 
early  residents  were  subjected  and  also  suffered 
much  from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians.  The 
few  families  then  in  the  neighborhood  erected  the 
first  fort  in  1813,  in  which  they  were  obliged  to 
live  for  some  time. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  reaching  mature  years,  in  the  meantime 
gaining  a  good  education  in  the  primitive 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  As  soon  as  old 
enough  he  went  to  work  on  the  farm  and  when 
some  time  later  an  elder  brother,  who  had  car¬ 
ried  on  the  home  place,  left,  the  former  was 
obliged  to  assume  its  management.  This  he 
operated  until  1882,  when  he  moved  upon  his 
present  estate,  located  on  Sections  30  and  31, 
Townsip  54,  Range  i. 

In  1862  Mr.  Allison  was  married  to  ]Miss 
Martha  Emerson,  an  intelligent  lady  who  has 
since  presided  over  his  household  in  a  most 
worthy  manner.  To  them  were  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  five  are  living.  Mrs.  Eannie  Ed¬ 
monds  died  in  December,  1894,  leaving  one  child. 
Those  living  are:  Mary,  wife  of  William  Parker  of 
Louisiana,  this  State;  Lou  Belle,  the  wife  of 
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Ulysses  Thurmond,  more  familiarly  known  as 
“Bud,”  is  a  resident  of  this  township;  Clement  H., 
a  promising  young  man,  is  now  residing  with  his 
parents;  Robert  and  Carlie,  two  bright  lads  at¬ 
tending  school. 

Since  purchasing  his  present  property  Mr.  Al¬ 
lison  has  increased  in  wealth  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  well-known  and  honored  men  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  His  farm  residence,  which  is  delightfully 
located,  commanding  a  view  of  hundreds  of  acres 
of  remarkably  fine  land,  is  a  comfortable  and 
conveniently  arranged  structure,  well  built  and 
tastefully  furnished. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  our  subject 
enlisted  in  the  Home  Guards,  serving  until  the 
organization  of  Col.  Fagg’s  Regiment  of  State 
Militia,  when  he  joined  that  body  of  troops.  In 
August,  1862,  however,  he  organized  a  company, 
of  which  he  was  elected  Captain.  It  was  known 
as  Company  A,  Pike  County  Battalion  of  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  which  Mr.  Allison 
commanded  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  the 
several  regiments  were  formed  of  picked  men  of 
the  regular  militia  for  State  service  and  were 
known  as  the  Provisional  Regiments  of  Enrolled 

Missouri  Militia.  From  that  time  until  mustered 

• 

out  of  service,  near  the  close  of  1863,  our  subject 
was  commander  of  Company  I.  In  his  political 
affiliation  Mr.  Allison  is  a  supporter  of  Republi¬ 
can  principles  and  candidates,  though  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  James  Buchanan. 
Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  and  his  name  may  always 
be  found  upon  the  list  of  donators  to  worthy 
charities. 


JOHN  S.  DARR,  a  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  proprietor  of  a  sawmill,  now  re¬ 
siding  on  Section  4,  Union  Township,  was 
born  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  July  23,  1828,  and 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  F.  and  Matilda  (Club)  Darr, 
who  are  also  natives  of  Kentucky — the  father  of 
Woodford  County,  and  the  mother  of  Henry 
County.  They  were  married  in  Henry  County 


and  remained  there  until  1839,  when  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Shelby  County, 
where  they  remained  one  year  and  then  came 
to  Marion  County,  locating  near  Emerson.  The 
father  was  born  March  4,  1810,  and  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1859.  The  mother  was  born  October 
12,  1805,  and  died  March  20,  1879.  Joseph  F. 
Darr  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  slave-owner 
and  also  proprietor  of  a  sawmill.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  school  director  and  was  greatly 
interested  in  educational  work.  In  politics  he 
was  originally  a  Whig  and  subsequently  an 
American  or  Know-Nothing.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church.  During  the  Black- 
hawk  War  Mr.  Darr  was  a  volunteer  from  Illi¬ 
nois  and  was  made  Corporal  of  his  company.  In 
the  battle  between  Blackhawk  and  Tecumseh, 
which  took  place  about  1831  or  1832,  at  Rock 
Island,  Ill.,  he  would  have  shared  in  the  fate  of 
his  comrades  had  he  not  been  detained  in  camp 
to  take  care  of  a  sick  soldier.  In  the  history  of 
the  old  Indian  Chief,  the  latter  tells  of  seeing  a 
small  company  of  whites  approaching  and  he 
and  his  warriors  concealed  themselves  in  a  sink¬ 
hole,  as  they  could  not  make  out  how  many 
soldiers  there  were  in  the  party.  Mr.  Darr  was 
one  of  the  little  band  and  has  often  related  the 
story  to  his  children,  telling  them  that  there  had 
been  three  days’  rain  at  the  time  and  that  he 
did  not  believe  there  was  a  gun  in  the  party 
which  could  have  been  fired,  and  that  if  the 
Indians  had  attacked  them  they  would  all  have 
been  murdered  or  made  prisoners.  To  Joseph 
F.  and  Matilda  Darr  were  born  the  following 
children:  John  S.,  our  subject;  Drucilla,  born 
September  ii,  1831,  wife  of  M.  C.  McCristy,  a 
farmer  of  Marion  County;  Rebecca,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  27,  1834,  died  June  22,  1861 ;  Martha  J.,  born 
July  18,  1836,  the  wife  of  William  Yarbrough,  a 
farmer  of  Union  Township;  Melvina,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  12,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Alonza  Cheeny,  a 
farmer  of  Marion  County;  William,  born  April 
I,  1839,  was  drowned  in  1851,  while  engaged  in 
fishing;  Henry,  born  August  8,  1840,  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  i860;  Barton,  born  February  23,  1843, 
died  July  21,  1861;  Merrill  C.,  born  November  i, 
1832  (deceased);  James  S.,  born  September  i. 
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1847,  is  a  farmer  and  music  teacher,  residing  on 
the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  removed  with  his 
parents  in  1839  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  where 
they  remained  one  year  and  then  came  to  this 
county.  He  continued  to  reside  with  them  until 
his  marriage,  November  24,  1850,  to  Miss  Ro¬ 
berta  Herington,  who  was  born  July  9,  1832,  in 
Fauquier  County,  ,\’a.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Susan  (Grant)  Herington,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  county  and  state. 
Her  parents  remained  in  their  native  state  until 
1832,  when  they  went  to  Ohio  and  there  remained 
eight  years,  emigrating  to  Missouri  in  1840,  and 
locating  in  Union  Township.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Cordelia,  widow  of 
James  Carter,  of  Marion  County;  Julian,  de¬ 
ceased;  Sophronia,  deceased;  John,  deceased; 
Roberta,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Mary  E.,  de¬ 
ceased. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Darr  rented  a 
farm  in  Marion  County,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  and  then  purchased  forty  acres,  which  he 
improved  and  on  which  he  remained  two  years. 
He  then  sold  out  and  moved  to  Lewis  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres,  and 
for  the  next  five  years  engaged  in  general  farm¬ 
ing.  Trading  this  farm  for  a  half  interest  in  a 
sawmill  in  Marion  County,  he  returned  and  for 
eighteen  months  ran  it  in  partnership  with  his 
father.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  this  time,  he  continued  to  run  the  mill 
for  eighteen  months  longer  in  partnership  with 
his  mother.  The  Civil  War  now  commenced  and 
he  abandoned  the  mill.  Although  taking  no 
active  part  in  the  war,  Mr.  Darr’s  sympathy  was 
with  the  South.  He  then  rented  a  farm  and  for 
ten  years  continued  in  farming  on  rented  land. 
At  the  time  of  giving  up  the  sawmill  he  was  in 
debt  $1,000.  In  1871,  he  quit  renting,  paid  all 
his  debts  and  went  to  Carroll  County,  AIo.,  and 
there  remained  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Lewis 
County  and  purchased  forty  acres.  After  re¬ 
maining  there  one  year,  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
his  present  farm,  which  was  then  a  very  rough, 
hazel  thicket.  At  present  he  is  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  acres  of  as  fine  land  as 


there  is  in  Union  Township.  He  has  continued 
to  run  the  sawmill  off  and  on  for  the  past  three 
years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darr  have  been  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Sarah  IM.,  at  home;  Vernon 
O.,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Clou- 
ser,  a  farmer  of  IMarion  County;  Evaline,  wife 
of  Nathan  Spencer,  a  farmer  of  Audrain  County, 
jMo.  ;  Samuel,  who  married  Edna  Banks,  and  to 
which  union  there  are  two  daughters,  Mamie  L. 
and  Nina  M.,  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
Lula,  deceased;  Roberta,  wife  of  T.  Razey,  of 
Brown  County,  Ill. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darr  are  members  of  the  ^lis- 
sionary  Baptist  Church,  and  take  an  active  inter¬ 
est  in  all  religious  and  benevolent  work.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Democrat.  The  family  are  highly 
respected  and  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
them. 


ILLIA^I  H.  BALLINGER  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  on  Section  29, 
Township  59,  Range  7,  IMarion  County, 
where  he  is  now  living.  This  place,  which  com¬ 
prises  two  hundred  acres,  he  purchased  at  his 
father’s  death  and  now  has  some  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  under  high  cultivation.  He  is 
a  self-made  man  and  has  usually  prospered  in 
his  business  undertakings.  A  life-long  resident 
of  this  county,  he  is  numbered  among  its  best 
citizens,  and  was  one  of  her  pioneers. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  Eastham  and  La- 
visa  (Smith)  Ballinger,  natives  of  Garrett 
County,  Ky.,  the  former  born  Eebruary  5,  1801, 
and  the  latter  July  29,  1808.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Kentucky  and  a  short  time  afterward 
started  for  Missouri  in  wagons.  It  was  in  1831 
that  they  landed  in  this  region,  where  Mr.  Bal¬ 
linger  entered  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which 
is  now  his  son  William’s  home.  It  was  covered 
with  timber  for  the  most  part  and  this  the  father 
cleared  by  himself,  making  many  other  improve¬ 
ments.  Eebruary  5,  1845,  a  substantial  log 
house,  which  he  had  built,  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
but  his  neighbors,  with  whom  he  was  very  popu- 
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lar,  came  to  the  rescue,  cut  logs  and  put  up 
another  house  in  a  very  short  time.  It  is  still 
in  good  preservation  and  under  its  roof  tree  our 
subject  has  dwelt  for  many  years.  In  1820  East- 
ham  Ballinger  commenced  preaching  the  Gospel 
in  the  Christian  Church,  and  upon  reaching  this 
neighborhood  organized  a  congregation  at  Em¬ 
erson,  this  county.  At  that  time  there  were  two 
other  churches  in  the  county  and  Mr.  Ballinger 
was  the  only  ordained  minister.  In  1838  he 
performed  the  first  marriage  ceremony  cele¬ 
brated  in  the  county,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  held  services  in  Lewis,  Clark,  Scotland,  Mon¬ 
roe,  Ralls  and  Pike  Counties,  Mo.,  as  well  as 
in  Marion  County.  He  received  no  salary  for  his 
preaching  and  many  a  time  had  a  long  ride, 
which  would  take  three  or  four  hours,  after  the 
close  of  his  evening  service.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  cultivating  the  home  farm  with  the  help 
of  his  son.  His  first  wife  died  July  31,  1845,  ^.nd 
subsequently  he  married  Belinda  Sanford,  who 
was  born  in  1807  in  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  and 
whose  death  occurred  in  January,  1892.  The 
father  departed  this  life  February  5,  1874.  By 
his  first  marriage  he  had  eight  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Francis  M.,  who  was  drowned  in  Lewis 
county.  Mo.,  April  8,  1851;  William  H.,  of  this 
sketch;  Achilles,  who  was  killed  by  Indians  in 
the  Indian  Territory;  John  W.,  who  died  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  May  15,  1879;  James,  who  died  July  18, 
1872;  Smith,  who  passed  away  in  Illinois,  May 
29,  1863;  Eastham,  Ji*.,  who  married  Louisa 
Kerrick,  and  now  lives  on  a  part  of  the  old  home 
farm;  and  Sarah  Louisa,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  children  all  received  a  common-school  edu¬ 
cation  with  the  exception  of  John  and  James, 
whose  advantages  were  better  and  who  after¬ 
ward  engaged  in  teaching. 

William  H.  Ballinger  was  born  February  17, 
1833,  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  married,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  when  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Greene  County,  Ill.  March  29,  i860,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  M.  Throckmorton,  a  native  of  Nicho¬ 
las  County,  Ky.,  born  February  24,  1834.  Her 
parents  were  Thomas  R.  and  Lucinda  (McKim) 
Throckmorton,  also  natives  of  Kentucky.  The 


father  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  was  also  engaged 
in  merchandising  to  some  extent.  In  1840,  they 
removed  to  Missouri  and  both  departed  this  life 
in  Lewis  County.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bal¬ 
linger  removed  to  Lewis  County,  where  he  ope¬ 
rated  a  farm  for  fourteen  years,  and  then  bought 
his  father’s  old  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballinger  are  the  parents  of  five 
children  of  whom  Alma,  born  April  23,  1861,  is 
the  wife  of  William  A.  McPike,  a  farmer  of  this 
township;  Lucinda  E.,  born  April  19,  1863,  is 
the  wife  of  Barkley  Hutchinson,  of  this  county; 
Eastham  C.,  born  January  29,  1866,  died  August 
7,  1878;  William  Thomas,  born  May  27,  1868, 
died  December  18,  1889;  and  Mary  Lee,  whose 
birth  occurred  April  18,  1876,  is  the  wife  of 
Ancel  White.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  are  respected  and  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  their  acquaintances  and  neigh¬ 
bors.  Politically  Mr.  Ballinger  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party. 


AVID  WALLACE  was  elected  Prose¬ 
cuting  Attorney  of  Ralls  County  in  No¬ 
vember,  1894,  having  received  1,466 
votes,  the  highest  number  cast  in  the  county  at 
the  election  that  year  for  any  candidate  on  the 
State  or  county  ticket.  Mr.  Wallace  resides  in 
the  Town  of  New  London,  the  county  seat,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  its  people  and  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Ralls  County.  His  parents  were  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Ritchison)  Wallace,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland, 
March  13,  1819.  William  Wallace  was  a  well- 
educated  gentleman,  whose  parents  were  well-to- 
do  people  in  Ireland,  hence  able  to  give  their 
children  more  than  an  ordinary  education.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  early  imbued  with  the 
impulse  of  patriotism,  and  while  yet  a  young 
man,  became  a  follower  of  John  iMitchell,  D’Arcy 
McGee,  Thomas  F.  IMeagher  and  others  of  the 
“Young  Ireland  Party,”  whose  struggle  for  Ire¬ 
land’s  freedom  gave  England  trouble  in  1848. 

Owing  to  the  part  Mr.  Wallace  took  in  that 
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memorable  effort  to  throw  off  the  English  yoke, 
he  found  it  best  to  quit  his  native  land,  as  many 
a  “son  of  the  Emerald  Isle,”  before  and  since,  has 
had  to  do,  and  came  to  America,  landing  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  about  the  year  1850,  settling  at  Wal¬ 
pole,  Norfolk  County,  where  David  was  born  on 
January  3,  1852.  The  elder  Wallace  made 
his  home  in  Walpole  until  1856,  during  the  time 
contributing  many  articles  to  the  Boston  Pilot, 
a  Catholic  journal,  against  the  Know-nothing  or 
American  party,  whose  presence  in  the  politics 
of  the  country,  was  at  that  time,  in  the  estimation 
of  many,  a  very  bigoted  and  disturbing  element. 
In  that  year  he  journeyed  Westward  to  Rock 
Island,  Ill.,  and  from  there,  four  years  later, 
he  moved  to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  in  the  year  1861 
to  Clay  Township,  in  Ralls  County,  and  became 
a  farmer.  After  renting  farms  for  several  years 
he  purchased  one  in  Jasper  Township,  near  Mad- 
isonville,  where  he  died  in  November,  i86g.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Union  Democrat,  and  a  devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  iMrs.  Elizabeth 
Wallace,  the  mother  of  David,  was  born  in  Dum¬ 
friesshire,  Scotland,  in  March,  1823.  She  left 
her  native  land  about  the  year  1850  and  came  to 
America,  and,  meeting  with  William  Wallace  was 
married  to  him  near  Boston,  IMass.  In  religious 
belief  she  was  in  her  early  life  a  Presbyterian,  but 
after  her  marriage  she  became  an  earnest  Cath¬ 
olic.  She  is  now  living  in  New  London,  a  stout 
and  hearty  lady  for  her  years,  in  easy  reach  of 
most  of  her  worthy  children,  who  are  unceasing 
in  their  efforts  to  make  the  remainder  of  life  to 
her  as  comfortable  and  happy  as  love  and  filial 
devotion  can  do.  She  is  respected  and  loved  by 
all  who  know  her. 

Mrs.  Wallace  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  of 
whom  David  is  the  eldest;  William  is  a  farmer 
residing  on  the  old  place  in  Jasper  Township, 
Ralls  County;  Thomas,  the  “Rambler,”  who  has 
traveled  extensively  throughout  this  and  many 
other  parts  of  the  world  (see  his  biography  on 
another  page);  Jennie  Agnes  is  the  wife  of  John 
M.  Alexander,  a  prom.inent  merchant  of  New 
London,  and  Lizzie  is  the  wiR  of  i\Ir.  Frederick 
Roberts,  the  owner  of  a  large  sheep  ranch  in 
Wyoming. 


Our  subject  was  about  four  years  of  age  when 
the  family  left  the  vicinity  of  Boston  and  settled 
in  Rock  Island;  he  attended  the  public  schools 
in  that  city  for  a  short  while,  when  the  family 
again  removed,  this  time  to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ralls  County. 
In  1872  he  attended  the  State  University  at  Co¬ 
lumbia,  and  again  the  same  institution,  in  the 
law  department,  in  the  year  1890.  In  1889  he 
was  clerk  on  the  House  Journal  staff  of  the  Thir¬ 
ty-fifth  Missouri  General  Assembly,  at  the  State 
Capitol.  He  held  the  position  of  Deputy  Asses¬ 
sor  in  1890  under  John  S.  Briscoe,  Assessor,  now 
Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Ralls  County.  Jan¬ 
uary  I,  1891,  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the 
Probate  Court,  holding  that  position  with  credit 
until  June,  1894,  when  he  resigned  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  to  which  he  had  been  nominated  in 
May.  In  1891,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  law 
in  all  the  courts  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  married  March  9,  1886,  to 
Airs.  Mattie  J.  Bridgwater,  daughter  of  William 
and  Alartha  (Clayton)  Evans,  both  natives  of 
Kentucky.  Airs.  Wallace  is  a  devout  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  has  two  chil¬ 
dren  by  her  former  marriage:  Dallie,  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  Josie,  fourteen. 

Our  subject  is  a  Catholic  in  religion,  and  so¬ 
cially  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  New  Lon¬ 
don  Lodge  No.  6g.  He  has  always  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  the  politick  of  the  county  and  was 
a  candidate  for  representative  of  Ralls  County, 
in  1882,  and  again  in  1884,  each  time  receiving  a 
strong  support,  though  not  sufficient  to  secure 
the  nomination  of  his  party.  He  has  frequently 
been  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  county,  district 
and  State  conventions.  Air.  Wallace  is  of  the 
strictest  moral  and  temperate  habits;  never  hav¬ 
ing  used  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind,  nor  to¬ 
bacco  in  any  shape,  nor  spoken  a  word  that  a 
lady  would  blush  to  hear.  Since  early  manhood 
he  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance, 
Sunday  schools,  debating  societies  for  the  young, 
and  our  common-school  system.  A  public 
speaker  of  much  power  and  ability,  he  has  es¬ 
poused  every  good  cause  and  with  great  earnest- 
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ness  and  untiring  energy  and  industry  has  en¬ 
deavored  to  improve  the  moral  and  social  condi¬ 
tions  about  him. 

Though  a  devout  Catholic,  he  makes  his  love 
for  every  good  cause  and  the  rights  of  others 
broader  than  his  creed,  hence  he  is  regarded  by 
all  who  know  him  as  a  liberal-minded,  public-spir¬ 
ited  citizen.  Every  public  affair  or  enterprise 
seeks  his  help,  and  success  almost  invariably  at¬ 
tends  his  efforts.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  books  and 
has  one  of  the  largest  family  libraries  in  the 
county.  As  an  attorney  he  is  careful  and  pains¬ 
taking  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases  and  is  re¬ 
garded  as  a  strong  prosecuting  officer.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ralls  County  may  well  be  proud  of  their 
attorney  and  rest  assured  that  law  and  order  will 
be  maintained,  so  far  as  work,  energy,  and  abil¬ 
ity  in  a  public  official  can  avail. 


SQUIRE  JOEL  R.  ROWLEY,  who  is  well 
known  in  Pike  County,  where  he  has  long 
resided,  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace  in  November,  1894,  on  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket,  and  is  performing  the  duties  of  his 
office  zealously  and  in  a  manner  which  gives  great 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  We  are  pleased  to 
accord  him  a  prominent  place  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  this  section,  for  he  is  well  deserving, 
and  his  genial,  courteous  manner,  together  with 
his  recognized  sturdy  cjualities  of  character,  have 
made  him  justly  popular.  Squire  Rowley  comes 
from  families  who  have  been  distinguished  for 
their  patriotism  and  good  citizenship.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Seth  Rowley,  served  from  the  beginning 
until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  for 
bravery  and  heroism  was  promoted  to  a  Cap¬ 
taincy.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  John 
Allen,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  also  fought 
in  the  War  for  Independence,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  serving  until  the 
final  siege  of  Yorktown.  The  wife  of  Seth  Row- 
ley  was  a  Miss  Salisbury,  and  her  father,  whose 
Christian  name  was  John,  served  with  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  the  same  struggle  for  independence. 


Joel  Rowley,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1787,  and  in 
1808  emigrated  to  Kentucky.  The  following 
spring  he  proceeded  to  Missouri,  and  on  the  way- 
stopped  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  met  Miss  Sallie 
Allen,  whom-he  married  February  14,  1814.  He 
remained  in  St.  Louis  for  some  time,  where  his 
ability  and  public  spirit  brought  him  to  the  front, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  Constable, 
Deputy  Sheriff  and  later  Clerk  of  the  Court.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  under  Gen.  Taylor,  and 
in  1814  went  on  the  Rock  River  expedition.  He 
returned  home  after  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  in 
1815,  before  which  he  assisted  in  building  Fort 
Madison,  on  the  IMississippi  River,  in  Iowa.  In 
his  youth  he  had  learned  the  carpenter’s  and  mill¬ 
wright’s  trade,  but  his  later  life  was  devoted  to 
farming.  At  one  time  he  lived  in  St.  Charles 
County,  where  he  owned  large  tracts  of  land,  and 
in  1820  moved  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  twelve 
years  later  went  to  pass  his  declining  years  in  Pike 
County,  Ill.,  his  death  occurring  December  11, 
1867.  His  wife  was  born  September  6,  1795,  in 
Lexington,  Ky.,  and  was  only  three  years  old 
when  she  moved  to  St.  Louis  with  her  parents. 
By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  twelve 
children,  only  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Squire  Rowley  was  born  in  Martinsburg  Town¬ 
ship,  Pike  County,  Ill.,  June  25,  1834,  and  in  his 
boyhood  received  only  limited  educational  ad¬ 
vantages,  as  the  schools  of  that  early  day  in  this 
section  were  poorly  conducted.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  plasterer’s  trade,  following 
this  occupation  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Pike  County  Home  Guards, 
serving  under  Col.  G.  W.  Anderson,  until  the  re¬ 
organization  of  the  troops,  when  he  became  a 
member  of  Col.  Fagg’s  regiment,  the  Fifth  Mis¬ 
souri  State  Militia.  In  the  summer  of  1862  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Forty-Ninth  Enrolled  Militia,  and 
the  following  March  became  identified  with  the 
First  Regiment  of  Provisional  Militia.  November 
14  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in  the  Forty-Ninth 
Regiment,  and  during  a  part  of  1864  did  not 
serve,  owing  to  disability,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1865  returned  to  his  post  and  was  elected  Second 
Lieutenant,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  the 
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close  of  the  war.  Going  home  he  settled  down 
to  a  quiet  life  as  a  farmer,  and  remained  until  i88i 
on  a  farm  about  a  mile  distant  from  his  present 
home.  He  had  owned  the  land  on  which  his  resi¬ 
dence  is  situated  for  some  years,  and  built  a 
pleasant  and  substantial  dwelling  thereon,  in 
which  he  has  since  lived. 

October  30,  1856,  ]\Ir.  Rowley  married  Mar¬ 
garet  A.  Givens,  whose  death  occurred  November 
27,  1888.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Gilmore)  Givens,  old  and  honored  pio¬ 
neers  of  this  county.  Only  two  of  the  five  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  our  subject  and  wife  survive,  namely: 
Homer  Lafayette,  a  progressive  young  farmer  of 
this  township,  and  who  is  married,  but  has  no 
children,  and  Virgil  Arthur,  a  promising  young 
man,  who  is  still  single  and  living  at  home. 

September  5,  1895,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Amanda  F.  (Barby)  Russell, 
who  is  a  native  of  Howard  County,  Mo.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  and  Rhoda  (John¬ 
son)  Russell,  who  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and 
who  niet  in  Howard  County,  where  they  were 
married.  They  remained  there  several  years  and 
then  removed  to  Lynn  County,  Mo.,  where  they 
spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  Thomas  Russell  was 
a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  was  a  Captain  in 
the  Mexican  War. 


CASPER  KEMPF  is  numbered  among  the 
German-American  farmers  of  Marion 
County  who  have  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of  this  portion  of- 
the  State.  He  is  a  good  citizen  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  in  accordance  with  his  political  be¬ 
lief  supports  the  Republican  party,  and  is  always 
a  friend  to  educational  measures,  as  he  believes 
in  this  direction  lies  the  solution  of  many  national 
difficulties.  It  was  a  most  fitting  thing  that  he 
should  be  chosen  by  his  neighbors  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board,  in  which  he 
has  efficiently  served  for  many  years.  He  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  well-kept  and  fertile  farm  situate 
on  Section  5,  Union  Township. 


The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  ]\Iay  16, 
1832,  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  being  a  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Witzel)  Kempf,  likewise  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Fatherland.  The  father  followed  agri¬ 
culture  in  Germany  until  1847,  when  he  decided 
to  seek  a  home  and  fortune  in  the  New  World. 
Reaching  New  Orleans  he  proceeded  with  his 
family  to  Quincy,  III,  and  a  few  days  afterward 
settled  on  the  Fabius  River,  Fabius  Township, 
Marion  County,  Mo.  Here  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  partly  improved  land, 
which  he  cultivated  until  shortly  before  his  death. 
He  was  in  his  early  manhood  a  German  soldier 
in  the  Napoleonic  Wars  and  after  coming  to  the 
United  States  became  an  ally  of  the  Democracy. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  a 
man  of  uprightness  and  integrity. 

Casper  Kempf  is  next  to  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now 
living.  He  received  his  education  in  the  excel¬ 
lent  schools  of  his  native  land,  which  he  did  not 
leave  until  he  was  in  his  sixteenth  year;  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  his  services  to  his  parents  until 
1850,  when  he  became  imbued  with  the  California 
gold  fever,  and  started  for  the  mines.  On  the  way 
he  was  taken  sick,  but  persevered  in  his  original 
intention  of  going  to  the  Pacific  Slope.  However, 
he  was  not  strong  enough  to  go  to  the  mines  and 
instead  acted  in  the  capacity  of  cook  in  a  restau¬ 
rant  at  Nevada,  remaining  there  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  thought  it  best 
to  return  home,  where  he  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm  for  a  3"ear;  later  he  came  to  this  township 
and  invested  his  savings  in  a  portion  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm.  Of  the  original  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  only  a  small  portion  had  been  cleared 
or  improved  and  he  set  energetically  to  work  to 
remedy  affairs.  From  time  to  time  as  he  could 
afford  it  he  has  invested  additional  money  in  land 
until  he  is  at  present  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
four  hundred  and  ten  acres,  which  represent  his 
own  hard  labor  and  of  which  he  may  be  justly 
proud. 

May  16,  1856,  Mr.  Kempf  married  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Herman  and  Catherine  (Schimele) 
Waggoner,  all  of  Germany.  Three  sons  and  ffiree 
daughters  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kempf, 
namely:  IMinnie,  wife  of  Christ  Gottman,  a  farmer 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Palmyra;  John  H.,  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Henry  resides  at  home 
and  assists  in  the  work  of  the  farm;  Fred,  whose 
wife  was  formerly  a  Miss  Wible;  Katie,  wife  of 
Henry  Voibel  of  this  county;  Mary  is  unmarried 
and  living  at  home.  The  eldest  daughter,  Mrs. 
Gottman,  has  four  children,  namely:  Casper, 
Caroline,  Herman  and  Charlie;  Mrs.  Voibel  is  the 
mother  of  a  daughter.  Pearl. 


Benjamin  T.  MTIKE  is  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  Section  i6,  Town.ship 
58,  Range  6,  Marion  County.  He  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  fine  homestead,  within  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  which  are  comprised  some  six  hundred 
and  fifty-four  acres ;  everything  about  the  place  is 
kept  up  in  a  thrifty  manner,  giving  evidence  of 
the  constant  care  and  wise  supervision  of  the 
owner.  He  has  passed  nearly  his  entire  life  in 
this  section  and  enjoys  the  good-will  and  respect 
of  all  who  know  him.  As  an  agriculturist  he  is 
practical,  and  though  in  a  manner  conservative,  is 
not  averse  to  accepting  modern  ideas  in  line  with 
progress. 

James,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1805,  and  immigrated  from,  his  native 
State  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  in  1839,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  one  year,  then  moved  to  Round  Grove 
Township,  Marion  County,  where  he  continued 
to  dv/ell  up  to  1852.  His  last  years  were  spent  in 
this  township,  where  he  owned  extensive  tracts  of 
land  and,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  locality 
in  which  he  was  brought  up,  kept  a  number  of 
slaves.  He  was  first  married  to  Sarah  Suduth, 
who  bore  him  four  children,  namely:  Sarah  J. 
(deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Scott,  a 
farmer  of  this  county;  Edward  and  William  E., 
who  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Marion 
County;  Mary  A.,  widow  of  Eliza  Gullion,  and 
a  resident  of  Round  Grove  Township.  October 
12,  1827,  James  McPike  married  our  subject’s 
mother,  then  the  widow  of  Smith  Scott;  her 
iwaiden  name  was  Mary  Chilton  and  the  place  of 
her  nativity  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  the  date  of  her 


birth  being  in  November,  1804.  By  her  marriage 
with  ]\Ir.  Scott  she  had  four  children,  namely: 
John  W.,  James  A.  and  Smith,  Jr.,  all  farmers  of 
Marion  County;  George  M.,  engaged  in  the  fruit 
business  in  California.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Mc¬ 
Pike  had  five  children:  Benjamin  and  Charles  A. 
(twins),  the  latter  deceased;  Keziah,  wife  of  James 
M.  Proctor,  a  farmer  of  Dlonroe  County,  Mo.; 
Jeflerson,  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Knox  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.;  ZachaiA'  (deceased).  The  father  of  these 
children  died  in  1878,  his  good  wife  preceded  him 
to  the  silent  land  in  March,  1873. 

Benjamin  T.  McPike  was  born  in  Henry  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.,  November  2,  1838,  and  was  mainly  reared 
on  his  father’s  homestead,  this  county.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B  of  Lewis  County,  Mo.,  under  Capt.  Richardson, 
and  served  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
entire  war.  He  was  never  wounded  or  taken 
prisoner,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  honorably  discharged  in  June,  1865,  re¬ 
turned  home  on  November  16  of  the  same  year. 
He  resumed  the  management  of  the  old  farm,  and 
tenderly  cared  for  his  parents  during  their  remain¬ 
ing  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  year  by  year 
increased  his  possessions  by  honest  and  unremit¬ 
ting  effort,  and  was  long  since  numbered  among 
the  influential  and  wealthy  farmers  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Mr.  McPike  was  first  married  in  1867  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Johnson.  She  was 
born  in  this  county  and  died  in  1873,  when  only 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  leaving  two  children: 
Francis  IM.,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Mary  E., 
now  the  wife  of  John  Best,  a  hardware  merchant 
of  Palmyra.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  McPike  were 
.early  settlers  in  Marion  County,  having  removed 
here  from  Kentucky,  of  which  State  the  father  was 
a  native,  his  wife  being  of  Virginian  birth.  In 
December,  1876,  our  subject  married  Alice  Hans- 
brough,  who  was  born  in  this  county  September 
19,  1849,  being  a  daughter  of  Richard  N.  and 
Mary  E.  (White)  Hansbrough;  the  father,  born 
June  I,  1808,  died  October  24,  1864,  and  the  moth¬ 
er,  born  July  9,  1823,  died  in  March,  1873.  The 
brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  McPike  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  William,  born  November  24,  1844,  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  this  county;  Virginia,  born 
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December  30,  1846,  now  deceased;  Alfred,  born 
July  6,  1853,  iiow  engaged  in  mining  operations 
in  Dakota;  Richard,  born  November  25,  1855, 
now  a  farmer  of  Lewis  County,  Mo.;  Mary,  born 
May  2,  1858;  James,  born  November  30,  i860; 
Minnie  (deceased),  born  May  26,  1863;  Charles, 
twin  brother  of  Minnie,  is  a  farmer  of  Lewis  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children,  of  whom  Minnie,  born 
November  ii,  1877,  attending  school  at  La 
Grange,  while  the  younger  members  of  the  family 
are  at  home;  Hattie  K.,  born  November  19,  1879; 
Carroll  S.,  born  October  26,  1883;  Benjamin  J., 
born  November  13,  1886;  Willie,  born  November 
17,  1888.  Since  1854  Mr.  McPike  has  been  a 
member  of  Bethel  Church,  in  which  he  has  long 
served  as  a  Deacon.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  and  in  politics  he  is  an  ally  of  the 
Democracy. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Edwin  and  Sarah  McPike,  the  former  born  March 
15,  1772,  and  the  latter  October  14,  1780,  and 
their  marriage  took  place  February  3,  1801. 


JOHN  ADDISON  OWEN,  a  prominent  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  was 
born  September  7,  1870,  in  this  county.  He 
was  the  second  of  five  children  born  to  Lewis  C. 
and  Julia  A.  (Biggs)  Owen,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living. 

Lewis  C.  Owen  was  a  native  of  Clark  County, 
Ky.,  having  been  born  September  29,  1830.  He 
was  the  son  of  Addison  and  Edna  (Halloway) 
Owen,  who  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  he  was  the  eldest.  Of  this  household  three 
are  now  living.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  lad  of  six  years  when  his  father  removed  to 
IMissouri,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  under  the 
guidance  of  a  good  mother.  When  gold  was  dis¬ 
covered  in  California  he  went  West  with  a  wagon 
train  and  engaged  in  mining.  He  remained  for 
several  years  and  on  his  return  purchased  land 
adjoining  the  old  home  place.  He  located  on  this 


property  and  during  his  life  accumulated  some 
six  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land. 

IMr.  Owen  was  married  to  Miss  Biggs,  March 
31,  1868.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  D.  and 
Harriet  (Bentley)  Biggs,  and  was  one  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now 
living.  The  parents  were  born  in  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  the  former  January  30,  1811.  He  came 
to  Alissouri  when  a  boy  with  his  parents,  who 
located  in  Pike  County.  Here  he  married  his 
wife,  who  had  also  come  from  Kentucky  in  her 
youth. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  came  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in 
farm  pursuits,  locating  on  land  some  two  miles 
east  of  Center,  where  he  owned  about  eighteen 
hundred  acres  of  land.  During  his  life  he  rep¬ 
resented  his  district  in  the  legislature  two  terms, 
the  first  time  being  elected  in  1861.  He  was  one 
of  the  prominent  men  in  the  State.  During  his 
last  years  his  health  failed  very  rapidly  and  in 
consequence  he  spent  some  eight  years  at  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.,  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  10,  1889.  His  wife  was  born  July  10, 
1820,  in  Clark  County,  near  Winchester,  and 
was  under  twelve  years  of  age  when  coming  to 
Missouri.  She  united  in  early  life  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  she  passed  away 
April  II,  1875,  after  a  long  and  useful  life,  full 
of  good  works. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  member 
of  an  honored  and  prominent  family  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State.  He  was  married  to  Edna  Halloway, 
who  was  also  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  in  1829, 
and  in  1836,  moved  to  Marion  County,  Mo.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  bricklayer  and  followed 
that  occupation  for  several  years  at  Hannibal. 
He  later  moved  to  his  farm,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  decease,  in  i860. 

Our  subject’s  father  died  when  the  former  was 
twenty  years  of  age  and  he  therefore  assumed  the 
management  of  the  home  place,  caring  for  it  for 
three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  his  mother,  who  moved 
into  New  London,  and  he  has  managed  this  prop¬ 
erty  since  that  time.  It  is  one  hundred  and  six¬ 
ty-five  acres  in  extent  and  is  looked  upon  as  one 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


477 


of  the  finest  estates  in  the  county,  and  its  owner 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  rising  young  men 
of  the  community.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat  in 
politics,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  public  af¬ 
fairs,  otherwise  than  to  keep  informed  on  the 
issues  of  the  day  and  cast  his  ballot  during  elec¬ 
tions.  He  is  a  sincere  Christian  gentleman  and 
a  member  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


SAMUEL  ROLAND  is  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  having  been  born  in  Saverton 
Township  April  7,  1832.  He  has  always 
lived  in  this  section  of  the  State  and  is  well  known 
to  the  old  pioneers.  Among  them  he  bears  an 
enviable  reputation  for  uprightness  of  character, 
industry  and  perseverance  in  ail  his  undertakings. 
His  farm  is  situated  on  Section  26,  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  the  place  having  come  into  his  possession 
some  twenty-six  years  since. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Jacob  and  Annie  (Hos- 
tetter)  Roland,  were  early  settlers  of  Pike  and 
later  of  Ralls  County.  They  were  witnesses  of 
the  great  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  this 
region,  and  the  mother  is  still  living,  her  home 
being  near  New  London,  Ralls  County.  She  has 
reached  an  extreme  old  age,  being  now  in  her 
ninety-first  year,  yet  her  mind  is  still  active  and 
her  recollections  of  pioneer  days  make  her  an 
entertaining  conversationalist.  Her  husband  died 
forty-eight  years  ago,  aged  sixty  years.  They 
were  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  whither  they  had  gone 
with  their  respective  families  in  early  days.  Mr. 
Roland  was  a  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
owning  a  homestead  in  Madisonville,  Mo.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters;  Enoch,  deceased;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  John  Wilson,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  James  M.,  a  resident  of  Joplin,  Mo.; 
Isaac,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Van- 
dalia;  Samuel,  of  this  sketch;  Ennis,  deceased; 
Polly,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  this 
county;  William,  a  farmer  of  this  vicinity;  and 
Davilla,  who  married  James  K.  Ely,  an  agricul¬ 


turist  of  Ralls  County.  After  the  death  of  Jacob 
Roland  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
George  Waters,  who  died  in  1867. 

Samuel  Roland  continued  to  live  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  assisting  in  the  farm  work,  until  long  past 
his  majority.  After  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  in  his  thirty-third  year,  he  settled 
on  a  farm  which  he  rented  for  two  years.  The 
war  coming  on  at  this  time,  he  was  drafted,  but 
was  finally  released  from  service.  At  the  close  of 
hostilities  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
has  since  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  man¬ 
agement  and  improvement  of  his  farm,  which  is 
well  adapted  for  raising  a  general  line  of  crops 
common  to  this  region. 

In  1864  the  marriage  of  our  subject  was  cele¬ 
brated,  Miss  Susan  M.  Shulse  being  the  lady  of 
his  choice.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  A. 
and  Polly  (Johnson)  Shulse,  who  were  early  resi¬ 
dents  of  Ralls  County.  Mrs.  Roland  was  born  in 
Centre  Township,  Ralls  County,  December  18, 
1845.  Her  father,  William  A.,  a  native  of  Bour¬ 
bon  County,  Ky.,  was  born  October  20,  1818, 
and  is  still  living,  though  retired  from  active  busi¬ 
ness.  His  wife,  Polly  J.  Johnson,  as  she  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood,  was  born  in  Kentucky 
and  died  in  1855,  aged  thirty-three  years.  Later 
Mr.  Shulse  married  Polly  A.  Sears,  who  was  born 
in  the  Blue  Grass  State  in  1832.  By  his  first  union 
he  had  seven  children,  namely:  Mark,  deceased; 
Sallie  A.,  wife  of  Albert  Sears,  a  farmer  of  Ralls 
County;  Susan  M.,  Mrs.  Roland;  Nancy  J.,  de¬ 
ceased,  formerly  Mrs.  Robert  J.  K.  McGowan, 
of  Monroe  City;  William  B.,  deceased;  John  M., 
a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
now  in  Oregon;  and  Martha  E.,  deceased, 
who  was  the  second  wife  of  Robert  McGowan. 
By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Sears  Mr.  Shulse 
had  eight  children:  Joseph  Marion,  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  trader  of  Parnell,  Kan. ;  Flora  A.,  wife 
of  John  Hendricks,  a  farmer  of  this  township; 
Annie,  Mrs.  S.  Hendricks,  of  Kansas;  Julia,  wife 
of  Hiram  Spears,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Theo¬ 
dosia,  deceased;  Ruth,  wife  of  Elmer  Ryan,  a 
farmer  in  this  locality;  Leroy,  deceased;  and 
Bennie  S.,  who  is  still  living  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead. 
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The  union  of  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Roland  has 
been  blessed  with  four  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Isaac  E.,  who  is  an  enterprising  young  farmer  of 
this  vicinity;  Laura  E.,  wife  of  iNIelvin  Xorman, 
a  farmer  and  stock-trader  of  Ralls  County ;  Annie 
J.,  who  married  Thomas  Bowling,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Davilla  E.,  wife  of  Early  Gregory,  who 
is  a  farmer  and  who  runs  a  threshing  machine; 
Henry  C.,  Albert  j\I.,  Ella  E.,  and  William  M., 
who  are  all  at  home.  i\Ir.  Roland  and  the  elder 
members  of  his  family  belong  to  the  Christian 
Church,  which  he  has  served  in  the  office  of  Elder 
for  some  ten  years.  In  his  political  preferences 
he  is  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school. 


Ambrose  BECKNER.  a  prominent 
place  among  the  agriculturists  of  Pike 
County  is  the  just  meed  of  the  efforts  of 
this  gentleman,  whose  fine  farm  is  located  in 
Township  54,  Range  2.  He  is  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  having  been  born  January  2,  1834.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  all  sons,  born 
to  John  and  Polly  (Parker)  Beckner,  of  whom 
Alfred  G.  and  Ambrose  are  the  only  survivors. 

John  Beckner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  year  1797  and  was  married  in  1816. 
settling  down  to  the  life  in  which  he  had  been 
reared — that  of  a  farmer.  He  pursued  this  voca¬ 
tion  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  early  life, 
as-  a  result  of  injuries  received  while  at  work  on 
the  farn:  in  1837.  He  was  a  public  spirited  man 
and  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  community.  His  kindly  nature  won 
for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors  and  in  his  death  they  lost  one  of 
their  best  citizens. 

Frederick  Beckner,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  of  German  descent.  He  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolutionary  W ar,  fighting  in  the  front  ranks 
for  his  country’s  freedom  and  independence. 
About  1780  he  with  his  family  moved  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  he  spent  his  later  years. 


The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  a  fair  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  primitive  schools  of  that  early  day. 
Reaching  that  period  in  life  in  which  he  must 
choose  a  calling  for  himself  he  decided  to  follow 
■  an  agricultural  career.  His  father,  meeting  with 
I  serious  financial  difficulties  during  the  great 
J  panic  of  1837,  was  unable  to  assist  his  sons  in 
any  way,  and  this  necessitated  our  subject's  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  climb  up 
through  his  own  exertions.  He  came  to  ^lissouri 
in  1856  and  first  secured  employment  as  a  farm 
hand  in  this  county  and  for  three  years  devoted 
himself  to  this  work.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
saved  the  greater  portion  of  his  earnings,  so  in 
1859  enabled  to  purchase  land  of  his  own,  a 
modest  little  fann  of  forty  acres,  located  about 
three  miles  west  of  his  present  home.  Here  he 
I  went  to  work  in  earnest  and  soon  began  to  reap 
the  benefits.  From  this  period  in  life  he  began 
to  gradually  increase  his  acres  and  in  1870  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  this  place  and  purchased  the  farm  where 
he  now  makes  his  home. 

July  15,  1855,  Air.  Beckner  and  Miss  Lucretia 
Sapp  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Peggy  Sapp,  old  and  hon¬ 
ored  residents  of  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Beckner  is  an 
intelligent  lady  and  has  greatly  aided  her  hus¬ 
band  in  attaining  his  present  high  standing  among 
the  substantial  residents  of  the  community.  Air. 
j  and  Airs.  Beckner  have  never  had  children  of 
[  their  own,  but  have  taken  into  their  hearts  and 
home  three  children — Julia,  Bertha  and  Charlie. 
The  first  named  is  now  the  wife  of  David  Het- 
tick,  a  promising  young  farmer  of  this  township ; 
Bertha  and  Charlie  are  still  at  home., 

I  Our  subject  is  an  affable  and  courteous  gentle- 
:  man,  one  with  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  converse. 
He  is  well  informed  on  all  subjects  of  interest 
and  is  sociable  and  kind  to  those  about  him,  thus 
commanding  the  respect  and  esteem  of  both  the 
j  rich  and  poor.  He  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic 
j  principles  and  candidates  and  in  religion  is  a 
j  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  is 
a  liberal  contributor  and  in  the  work  of  which  he 
I  is  deeply  interested. 
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BAYLIS  G.  RECTOR. 


BAYLIS  G.  RECTOR,  one  of  the  esteemed 
citizens  of  Ralls  County,  holds  the  hon¬ 
ored  position  of  President  of  the  New 
London  Bank,  which  is  one  of  the  reliable  insti¬ 
tutions  of  that  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Rector  was 
born  April  21,  1818,  in  Fauquier  County,  Va., 
and  is  the  son  of  Vincent  and  Artemisia  (Bowie) 
Rector,  natives  of  the  same  State  and  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  planter  and 
came  West  in  1834,  and  located  in  Morgan 
County,  Ill.,  in  January,  1835,  where  he  rented 
a  tract  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  until  March  18,  1837,  when  he  went  to  Pike 
County,  Mo.,  making  liis  home  in  Spencer  Town¬ 
ship.  There  he  became  the  proprietor  of  a  tract 
of  four  hundred  acres,  which  he  purchased  from 
Joe  Holliday.  He  superintended  the  operation 
of  this  place  until  1850,  when  he  retired  from 
business  and  thereafter  made  his  home  with  his 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  a  man 
of  large  stature,  strong  and  active,  and  was  great¬ 
ly  respected,  dying  in  1855  without  having  an 
enemy.  In  politics  he  voted  the  Whig  ticket. 
His  wife  preceded  him  to  the  land  beyond,  de¬ 
parting  this  life  in  1849. 

The  parental  household  included  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  namely: 
John  H. ;  Kittie  Ann,  the  wife  of  John  Glascock; 
Susan;  Jesse  H.;  James  S.;  Baylis  G. ;  Matilda, 
who  married  James  Nally;  Burr  P. ;  Harriet,  now 
Mrs.  Ichabod  Butler;  Sally;  Mary  Jane,  the  wife 
of  Jefferson  Almond;  and  George  W.  (see  sketch 
of  Jesse  Rector  in  this  volume);  all  deceased  but 
Baylis  and  Jesse. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
Virginia  hills  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the 
meantime  accpiiring  his  education  in  the  private 
schools.  When  attaining  his  majority  he  started 


out  in  life  for  himself,  being  variously  employed 
for  six  years.  Then  in  1845,  having  accumulated 
a  snug  little  sum  of  money,  he  purchased  a  quar¬ 
ter  section  of  land,  located  in  Section  33,  Town¬ 
ship  56,  Range  4,  Ralls  County,  which  he  still 
owns.  He  came  to  Missouri  in  1837  and  has 
made  this  State  his  home  ever  since.  He  later 
added  eighty  acres  to  his  farm  and  built  thereon 
a  large  and  comfortable  dwelling.  Mr.  Rector 
next  became  the  owner  of  a  small  tract  which 
he  bought  from  the  N.  &  St.  J.  R.  R.  Co.,  and 
subsequently  purchased  more  property  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  eighty  acres;  also  one  hundred  and  four¬ 
teen  acres,  which  was  included  in  the  Tapley 
farm.  He  again  bought  in  Section  32,  adjoin¬ 
ing  two  forty-acre  tracts,  and  next  added  an¬ 
other  quarter  section,  from  the  Tapley  farm. 
Mr.  Rector  then  bought  of  Henry  Van  Pool  in 
three  different  purchases  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  improved  lands.  To  this  last  estate  he 
added  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  more  which  he 
has  since  sold.  The  next  property  of  which  he 
became  the  owner  was  one  hundred  acres  more  of 
the  Tapley  tract.  He  has  nearly  all  of  this  land 
at  the  present  time,  which  aggregates  upwards  of 
eleven  hundred  acres,  and  which  is  under  the 
best  improvement.  While  he  was  acquiring  and 
improving  this  vast  property  he  purchased  one 
thousand  acres  of  raw  land  on  the  south  line  of 
the  county,  which  he  disposed  of  at  a  hand¬ 
some  profit  several  years  ago.  Mr.  Rector  gave 
his  attention  particularly  to  stock-raising,  making 
a  specialty  of  breeding  short-horns.  His  horses 
are  of  high  grade,  and  he  readily  disposes  of 
them  both  at  the  Chicago  and  St.  Louis  markets. 
He  has  handled  stock  extensively,  being  exceed¬ 
ingly  successful  in  this  business  as  in  everything 
else  in  which  he  has  engaged. 
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In  the  year  1886  ]\Ir.  Rectcr  moved  to  New 
London,  where  he  occupies  with  his  family  one 
of  the  finest  residences  in  the  city.  In  October, 
1845,  married  to  iMrs.  Dolly  jNIatson,  the 

daughter  of  Noah  and  Lucy  (Greene)  Glascock, 
natives  of  Virginia.  IMrs.  Rector  died  i\Iay  12, 
1892,  firm  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church, 
in  which  she  had  been  an  active  worker.  The 
subject  of  this  biography  chose  for  his  second 
companion  Agnes,  daughter  of  Solomon  Brash- 
ears,  th'eir  marriage  being  celebrated  October 
30,  1894. 

Mr.  Rector  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
New  London  Bank,  which  was  granted  its  char¬ 
ter  in  the  spring  of  1894,  and  of  which  he  was 
elected  President.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Bank  of  Hannibal,  of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  a  director.  For  some  years  he  was  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Ralls  County  Bank.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democi'atic  party.  He  has 
traveled  extensively  through  the  South  and  West 
and  is  therefore  well  informed  regarding  their 
growth  and  the  conditions  essential  to  their  con¬ 
tinued  prosperity.  IMr.  Rector  is  still  hale  and 
hearty  and  active  for  one  of  his  years.  Starting 
in  life  with  nothing  but  willing  hands  and  an 
active,  clear  brain,  he  has  acquired  a  handsome 
estate.  This  has  been  accumulated  by  honest 
conduct  and  fair  dealing,  and  by  strict  adherence 
to  the  Golden  Rule.  He  personally  superintends 
his  real  estate  interests  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
by  his  many  warm  friends  that  he  will  be  spared 
to  see  many  more  years  of  happiness  and  peace. 


AMES  L.  KEATHLY.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  families  of  the  State,  is  a 
substantial  agriculturist  of  Ralls  County.  The 
estate  which  he  owns  comprises  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  purchased  from 
his  father  in  1856.  He  has  continued  to  make  it 
his  home  ever  since,  and  this  fine  property  is  now 
a  standing  monument  to  the  energ}'  which  he  has 


put  forth  in  life  and  the  good  judgment  which 
has  characterized  his  efforts,  while  his  high  stand¬ 
ing  among  his  fellow  men  is  an  equally  satisfac¬ 
tory  proof  of  his  worth  as  a  neighbor  and  citizen. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  November 
2,  1825,  and  was  the  son  of  Roland  and  Harriet 
(Shohoney)  Keathly,  who  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Roland 
Keathly  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  was  born 
in  the  year  1791.  He  grew  to  manhood  and  was 
married  in  his  native  State,  shortly  after  which  he 
came  to  iMissouri  and  located  in  Ralls  County, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers.  To 
him  was  left  the  honor  of  building  the  first  house 
between  Erankford  and  Saverton,  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  has  since  been  known  as 
Keathly  Prairie.  Here  Mrs.  Keathly  died,  and 
he  Avas  married  the  second  time  to  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  He  was  very  successful  in  a  business 
way  and  left  at  his  death,  January  12,  1878,  an 
estate  comprising  four  hundred  and  forty-two 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ohio, 
whence  she  was  taken  to  Kentucky  when  young 
by  her  parents,  who  located  near  Lexington. 
There  she  was  trained  to  a  useful  life  and  was 
well  educated.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Shohoney  afterward 
emigrated  to  this  State  and,  after  spending  some 
time  in  St.  Louis,  came  to  Pike  Countv  and  made 
their  home  in  Louisiana.  Later  they  took  up 
their  abode  in  Erankford,  where  Harriet  met  and 
married  Mr.  Keathly.  James  Shohoney  was  of 
Irish  extraction,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  completing  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  when,  his  father  giving  him  land,  he  lo¬ 
cated  upon  it  and  began  its  cultivation.  In  1856, 
however,  he  Avas  in  a  position  to  purchase  more, 
and  there  being  none  better  in  the  count}'  than  the 
Keathly  estate,  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  of 
that  tract,  on  Avhich  he  erected  a  substantial  resi¬ 
dence,  Avhich  the  family  have  occupied  for  about 
forty  years. 

May  7,  1856,  James  L.  Keathly  and  iMiss  Jo¬ 
hanna  E.  Sutton  Avere  united  in  marriage.  They 
at  once  took  up  their  abode  on  the  estate  just 
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mentioned  and  have  made  it  their  home  ever 
since.  The  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Amos  Sut¬ 
ton,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who,  on  coming  to  this 
State  many  years  ago,  located  in  Pike  County 
and  was  known  as  one  of  its  pioneer  residents. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Keathly  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  who  were  named  as  follows: 
Phyanna  (deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  John  A. 
Johnson,  and  the  daughter  of  whom  now  re¬ 
sides  with  our  subject;  Matilda  A.,  Alary  A., 
Henry  C.  B.,  and  Virginia  L.  The  latter  mar¬ 
ried  Claude  Hayden  and  has  one  son,  Lester  B. 
In  politics  our  subject  supports  the  candidates  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  has  done  so  ever  since 
attaining  his  majority.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  term  and  occupies  an  influ¬ 
ential  place  among  the  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  to  which  denomination  his  wife  also  be¬ 
longs. 


Robert  K.  smith,  a  good  standing 

among  the  agriculturists  of  Pike  County 
is  held  by  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  is  the  possessor  of  "a  fine  tract  of  land  in 
Township  54,  Range  2.  It  bears  a  full  line  of 
improvements,  including  a  pleasing  dwelling, 
adequate  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  fruit  trees  to  furnish  the  family  with 
an  abundant  supply  in  their  season. 

Air.  Smith  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  January  26,  1841.  To  his  parents,  William 
H.  and  Polly  (McCune)  Smith,  there  were  born 
three  children,  of  whom  he  is  the  eldest.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  was  born  in 
1812.  He  was  orphaned  at  an  early  age  and  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  an  uncle,  by  whom  he  was 
reared.  He  came  with  his  relative  to  "Missouri 
when  a  boy,  settling  in  Pike  County,  where  he 
attained  his  majority.  When  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself  he  chose  the  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
to  which  he  had  been  trained,  and  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  during  his  active  years.  He  was  three 
times  married,  his  first  companion  being  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  On  her  death  he  married 


Airs.  Ann  Shotwell,  by  whom  he  became  the  par¬ 
ent  of  four  children,  and  by  his  third  wife.  Airs. 
Sarah  Hicks,  he  had  born  to  him  one  child.  He 
was  a  thoroughly  wide-awake  and  progressive 
man,  and  during  his  prosperous  career  amassed  a 
valuable  property,  while  his  kindly  nature  and 
genial  disposition  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  at  the  same  time  acquir¬ 
ing  a  fund  of  useful  information  by  attending  the 
common  schools.  On  reaching  the  period  in  life 
when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  choose  a 
calling,  he  decided  to  follow  the  career  of  a 
farmer,  to  which  he  had  been  reared.  For  two 
years  he  worked  out  as  a  farm  hand,  and  during 
that  time  laid  aside  every  dollar  which  was  left 
after  paying  his  expenses,  which  little  sum  of 
money  enabled  him  to  see  something  of  life  in  the 
farther  West  for,  prior  to  settling  down  to  farm 
life,  he  determined  to  cross  the  plains  to  Cali¬ 
fornia.  With  this  end  in  view  he  purchased  a 
mule  and  began  his  travels  to  the  Golden  State. 
This  was  in  1863,  and  after  a  journey  of  ninety- 
nine  days  he  landed  in  California  and  obtained 
employment  at  good  wages.  For  one  year  he 
kept  his  eyes  open  for  any  inducement  that  might 
offer  in  order  to  make  his  future  place  of  residence 
there,  but  none  being  presented  he  returned  to 
Alissouri. 

In  1865  Air.  Robert  K.  Smith  and  Aliss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Allison  were  united  in  marriage,  the  cere¬ 
mony  taking  place  November  8.  The  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cynthia  (Edwards) 
Allison,  old  pioneers  of  this  county.  Airs.  Snuth 
was  born  in  Pike  County,  and  grew  to  woman¬ 
hood  under  the  care  and  guidance  of  loving  par¬ 
ents.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Air.  Smith  pur¬ 
chased  land  of  his  own  and  soon  thereafter  be¬ 
gan  reaping  the  benefits  of  his  labors.  He  first 
located  on  Buffalo  Creek,  seven  miles  southwest 
of  his  present  home,  remaining  there  until  1875, 
when  he  became  the  owner  of  another  farm  two 
miles  east  of  that  place.  He  then  removed  his 
family  to  their  new  home,  renting  the  property 
where  he  had  lived  for  the  past  ten  years.  In 
1881  he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  shortly 
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after  removed  upon  it,  since  which  time  he  has 
made  it  his  home. 

To  INIr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  there  have  been  born  a 
family  of  four  cliildren,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Cora  Belle,  who  was  united  in  marriage 
November  21,  1888,  to  William  Reading,  a  pro¬ 
gressive  young  farmer  in  this  township;  Homer 
C.,  Charles  L.  and  Estelle.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  and  thoroughly  practical  farmer,  and 
stands  in  the  front  rank  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  township.  His  farm  is  one  of  the 
most  desirably  located  in  the  county,  and  his  resi¬ 
dence  is  a  handsome  and  conveniently-arranged 
structure.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  supports 
the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Religiously  he  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  liberally  contributes  of  his 
means  toward  all  worthy  charities.  He  is  agree¬ 
able  and  companionable,  possesses  an  upright 
character  and  evinces  as  great  an  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  humanity  as  anyone  that  can  be  met 
with. 


LDER  EUGENE  J.  LAMPTON  is  pastor 
of  the  Christian  Church  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Pike  County,  IMo.  During  the  last 
few  years  this  congregation  has  prospered  spirit¬ 
ually  and  financially  under  his  guidance  and  as 
an  evidence  of  their  activity  they  are  now  having 
constructed  a  neat,  new  edifice  in  a  favorable  lo¬ 
cation  in  the  city,  the  cost  of  the  building  to  be 
about  seven  thousand  dollars.  -  ]\Ir.  Lampton  is 
an  eloquent  preacher,  deep  and  wide  in  thought 
and  commanding  in  argument.  Although  his 
health  has  not  been  of  the  best,  he  has  rarely  for 
over  thirty  years  passed  a  Sunday  without  occupy¬ 
ing  the  pulpit  and  his  influence  for  good  has  been 
felt  in  the  several  communities  where  he  has 
dwelt. 

Wharton  Schooler  Lampton,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Kentucky  April  8,  1784.  and 
was  one  of  the  eight  sons  of  William  Lampton, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  England,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  brother  Samuel.  W.  S.  Lampton 


was  married  near  Winchester,  Ky.,  in  1812  to 
Diana,  daughter  of  Joseph  Duncan,  whose  an¬ 
cestors  were  natives  of  Scotland.  iMr.  and  Mrs. 
Lampton  reared  a  large  family,  of  which  our 
subject  is  the  youngest  son.  He  was  born  in 
Livingston  County,  Ky.,  August  24,  1835,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1836,  his  father  settled  on  a  farm 
three  miles  south  of  Elorida,  Monroe  County, 
Mo.,  and  lived  in  that  vicinity  for  sixteen  years. 

On  Juty  4,  1852,  E.  J.  Lampton  was  baptized 
by  Elder  Alfred  Wilson,  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  His  parents  were  adher¬ 
ents  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  denomina¬ 
tion  and  were  averse  to  his  entering  any  other. 
He  was  thus  led  to  a  close  study  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  in  order  to  answer  his  parents’  arguments 
and  this  in  time  resulted  in  a  determination  to 
devote  his  life  to  ministerial  work.  His  parents 
dying  before  he  was  grown,  he  was  to  a  certain 
extent  forced  to  rely  on  himself  for  an  education 
and  after  he  had  passed  his  twentieth  birthday  he 
entered  a  school  in  Madison,  Mo.,  under  Prof. 
S.  S.  Bessett.  The  latter  resigned  some  five 
months  later  in  order  to  take  charge  of  an  acad¬ 
emy  for  young  men  in  Paris,  !Mo.,  and  jSIr.  Lamp- 
ton,  being  tendered  the  vacant  chair,  accepted 
and  taught  for  five  mo*hths  successfully;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  attended  the  Paris  Academy  and 
in  i860  commenced  to  preach  the  gospel.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war  he  was  located  at  Huntsville  and 
preached  alternatel}^  there  and  at  Glasgow,  !Mo. 
In  1864  he  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  two 
decades,  the  last  two  years  being  State  Evangelist. 
In  1887  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Pal¬ 
myra,  Mo.,  where  he  remained  for  five  years, 
subsequently  spending  one  year  as  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Canton,  IMo.  For  over  two  years  he 
has  held  his  present  position  and  is  now  giving 
much  of  his  attention  to  building  the  new  church, 
this  being  the  fourteenth  house  of  worship  built 
under  his  fostering  care.  He  was  for  three  years 
in  Northern  Texas  and  has  held  meetings  in 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Kentucky,  as  well  as 
in  Illinois  and  IMissouri.  Much  of  his  work  has 
been  evangelical  in  character  and  under  his  teach¬ 
ings  about  three  thousand  persons  have  been 
brought  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church. 
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On  May  3,  1864,  Mr.  Lampton  was  married 
to  Miss  Sallie  E.,  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Fannie  (Patton)  Hall.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  wife — two  sons,  who 
died  in  childhood,  and  a  daughter,  Fannie,  a 
graduate  of  Eureka  College,  Illinois,  and  now 
wife  of  J.  E.  Craver  of  Minneapolis,  who  is  Chief 
Night  Train  Dispatcher  on  the  N.  P.  R.  R.  Mrs. 
Lampton  was  born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  August 
9,  1839,  and  came  to  Missouri  when  quite  young, 
settling  in  the  eastern  part  of  Randolph  County. 
Her  father  was  an  Elder  in  the  Christian  Church, 
Antioch,  Randolph  County,  Mo.,  and  when  she 
was  twelve  years  old  she  obeyed  the  Gospel  and 
became  a  member  of  the  church.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  country  schools  and  pursued  her 
higher  studies  in  the  Baptist  College  of  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Mo.  For  three  years  she  was  President  of 
the  Christian  Women’s  Board  of  Missions  of 
Missouri  and  has  been  a  great  help  to  her  hus¬ 
band  in  his  ministerial  labors. 


PERRY  H.  BLOOMER  is  the  proprietor  of 
a  well-kept  farm,  situated  on  Section  16, 
Township  56,  Range  6,  Marion  County, 
his  home  having  been  thereon  for  the  past  nine¬ 
teen  years.  He  has  erected  a  good  barn  and 
made  many  other  substantial  improvements  on 
the  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and 
twetity-seven  and  a  half  acres.  He  is  a  veteran  of 
the  late  war,  having  enlisted  in  October,  1863,  in 
Company  H,  Fifteenth  Kansas  Regiment,  under 
Capt.  Dunlap,  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  served  alto¬ 
gether  for  two  years  and  two  months.  He  was 
sent  to  Fort  Riley,  thence  returned  with  prisoners 
to  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  was  then  given  the 
position  of  Orderly  Messenger  on  the  staff  of 
Maj.  Hunt  up  to  the  time  of  Price’s  Second  Raid. 
He  was  then  relieved  and  placed  in  the  body¬ 
guard  of  Gen.  Curtis,  and  participated  in  engage¬ 
ments  in  Missouri,  among  others  those  of  Little 
Blue  and  Mine  Creek.  He  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge  at  Fort  Leavenworth  in  December, 
1865. 


The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
William,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  Alabama  and  emigrated 
thence  to  Ohio,  and  later  to  Wabash  County,  Ind. 
His  children  were:  Benjamin,  Nancy,  Joseph  E., 
Hinton  and  Coleman;  the  two  last  mentioned 
moved  to  Mankato,  Minn.,  about  1855.  Hinton 
died  shortly  afterward  and  Coleman  enlisted  in 
the  Union  Army,  and  never  returned.  The 
daughter  Nancy  became  the  wife  of  Ruder  Willis. 
Our  subject’s  father,  Joseph,  was  born  in  1818, 
and  in  1842  married  Susannah  Eby,  whose  father, 
Henry  Eby,  was  of  old  Dutch  stock  and  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Henry  Eby  was  born 
in  1790  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Dague,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1788.  Their  children  and  the  dates  of  their 
births  are  as  follows:  Fred,  October  29,  1814; 
Catherine,  August  25,  1815 ;  Henry,  June  20,  1819; 
Michael,  March  24,  1821;  Susannah,  January  6, 
1823;  Margaret,  March  4,  1825;  David,  March  5, 
1827;  Sarah,  September  i,  1829;  Jackson,  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1832;  Samuel,  June  23,  1834;  Lydia,  April 
23,  1837.  Every  one  of  this  large  family  lived  to 
mature  years. 

Joseph  E.  Bloomer  traded  his  farm  in  1850  for 
a  store  in  Liberty  Mills,  Ind.,  and  was  quite  suc¬ 
cessful,  but  finally  lost  his  entire  possessions 
through  speculating  in  wheat.  He  then  con¬ 
cluded  to  go  to  California,  where  several  of  his 
wife's  relatives  were  living,  and  in  the  fall  of  1857 
moved  to  Jefferson  County,  Iowa.  In  the  spring 
of  1858  he  went  on  to  Jefferson  County,  Kan., 
but  on  account  of  the  Mormon  War  found  that  it 
was  considered  unsafe  to  cross  the  plains.  He 
therefore  rented  a  farm,  but  died  in  the  following 
February;  his  wife  continued  to  reside  on  the 
homestead  until  her  death-. 

P.  H.  Bloomer  was  born  April  30,  1845,  ^ 

farm  in  Whitley  County,  Ind.,  and  received  the 
benefit  of  a  good  general  education.  When  he 
was  thirteen  years  old  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Jefferson  County,  Kan.,  and  remained  there 
until  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  When  his  war  serv¬ 
ice  closed  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in 
clerking  for  a  year  in  a  general  store  and  then, 
feeling  the  need  of  a  better  business  education, 
pursued  a  three  months’  course  of  study  in  the 
Topeka,  Kan.,  Commercial  College.  In  1868 
he  came  to  INIarion  County  and  secured  a 
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position  in  a  crockery  establishment,  continuing 
in  that  employment  for  two  years,  and  afterward 
entering  into  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Rb.odes.  In 
1876  he  sold  out  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a  true-blue  Repub-  j 
lican,  and  has  never  beep  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors.  Although  at  one  time  an  active  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  he  is  now  non-affiliated  with  it, 
but  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 

April  25,  1872,  Mr.  Bloomer  married  Katie 
Rhodes,  who  was  born  December  13,  1845.  Her 
parents  were  David  and  Candis  Rhodes,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  died  March  9,  1889,  in  his  eighty- 
seventh  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bloomer  have  three 
children:  Edwin  A.,  born  December  28,  1872; 
iNlaude,  born  September  10,  1875;  Hiram,  born 
November  i,  1S79.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  are 
liberal  supporters  of  worthy  charitable  and  relig¬ 
ious  enterprises. 


WILLIAM  W.  KLING,  stone-mason, 
and  long  a  resident  of  Louisiana,  is 
one  of  the  industrious  citizens  of 
Pike  County.  He  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  having 
been  born  in  St.  Louis  August  5,  1851.  He  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  family  of  ten 
children  belonging  to  William  and  Eliza  A.  (Al¬ 
len)  Kling,  of  whom  only  four  now  survive. 

William  Kling,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ulmstadt,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  in 
1808,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  ropemaker.  He  was  an  ambitious 
young  man,  and  hearing  much  of  the  fortunes  to 
be  made  in  the  New  World,  decided  to  emigrate 
and  make  his  home  among  its  people;  so  in  1836 
he  set  sail  from  his  native  land,  landing  in  New 
Orleans  after  a  voyage  of  several  weeks.  He 
made  his  way  up  the  Father  of  Waters  to  St. 
Louis,  i\Io.,  where  he  found  employment  at  his 
trade,  and  where  he  continued  to  live  for  some 
four  years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Louisiana, 
Mo.,  and  established  himself  in  business,  manu¬ 
facturing  ropes  for  a  St.  Louis  firm.  This  con¬ 


tinued  very  successfully  for  several  years,  when 
he  disposed  of  his  business  and  began  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  grapes,  then  a  very  profitable  enterprise, 
following  that  industry  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  upright  character,  honest 
in  his  every  action,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  22,  1893,  was  regretted  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

Grandfather  Peter  Kling  was  born  in  Germany, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He,  too,  was  a 
ropemaker,  following  this  business  in  connection 
with  vine  culture  during  his  active  years.  His 
wife  was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  Margaret  Von 
der  Ahe,  descended  from  the  royal  family.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Eliza  A.  (Allen)  Kling, 
was  the  daughter  of  Col.  John  Allen,  an  officer 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  also  in  the  Blackhawk 
War.  His  wife  was  Parmelia  Perry,  whose  fam¬ 
ily  were  old  residents  of  Louisiana,  and  wealthy. 

William  W.  Kling,  of  this  sketch,  grew  to 
manhood  under  the  watchful  care  of  his  parents 
and  acquired  a  very  fair  education  in  the  schools 
taught  in  the  district.  When  ready  to  begin  life 
for  himself  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Clock,  the  ceremony  being  performed  December 
31,  1871.  This  lady  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Walter  and 
IMarie  (Cornel)  Clock.  The  parents  of  iMrs.  Kling 
came  to  the  United  States  in  the  ’50's  and  settled 
in  St.  Louis  County,  i\Io.,  where  they  died.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  a  painter  by  trade.  The 
young  couple  began  housekeeping  in  a  very 
modest  manner,  and  by  being  economical  ^and 
industrious  are  now  enabled  to  surround  them¬ 
selves  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Kling  first  secured  the  position  of  Assist¬ 
ant  Street  Commissioner  under  Thomas  Giffin, 
and  for  three  years  was  employed  in  this  capacity; 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  determined  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  stone-mason,  w'orking  at  the  same 
in  this  county  for  a  twelvemonth.  He  then  went 
to  St.  Louis,  working  as  a  stone-mason  until  go¬ 
ing  to  Louisiana,  this  county,  four  years  later. 
He  made  that  city  his  home  until  1875,  when  he 
returned  to  Pike  County,  plying  his  trade  when 
he  could,  and  when  there  was  no  work  in  that 
line  making  himself  useful  in  other  lines  of  em- 
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ployment.  Some  time  thereafter  he  found  work 
building  bridges  for  the  C.  &  A.  R.  R.,  this  last¬ 
ing  for  two  summers.  In  1879  he  hired  out  to 
Hart  &  Sheldon  to  superintend  the  operation  of 
their  large  stone  quarry  and  remained  with  them 
for  some  sixteen  years,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year.  That  time  was  spent  with  Kruse  &  Thur¬ 
mond,  at  Auxvasse,  Mo.,  in  the  same  capacity, 
but  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelvemonth  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  former  employers  and  was  their 
efihcient  manager  until  1895. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kling  have  been  born  six 
children,  of  whom  those  living  are:  Daniel,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Louisiana,  stone-cutter  at  Alpha,  Ill ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Lea  Hellings;  William  A.,  in  Lou¬ 
isiana;  Augustus  J. ;  Annie  D.,  a  bright,  intelligent 
girl,  now  at  school.  In  politics  Mr.  Kling  is  a 
Republican,  tried  and  true;  socially  he  is  an  Odd 
Fellow  of  good  standing  and  also  belongs  to  the 
order  of  Maccabees.  As  one  of  the  leading  and 
representative  citizens  of  Pike  County,  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  place  his  life  history  before 
our  readers. 


George  carter  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  enterprising  and  prosperous  farm¬ 
ers  of  Eabius  Township,  Marion  County, 
his  home  being  on  Section  20.  This  was  his 
dwelling-place  for  nearly  forty-five  years,  during 
which  long  time  he  was  closely  associated  with 
the  upbuilding  and  developing  of  this  locality. 
Among  his  old  friends  and  neighbors  he  was 
highly  and  justly  esteemed  for  his  many  worthy 
qualities,  and  when  at  the  close  of  his  busy  and 
useful  life  he  was  summoned  to  his  reward  they 
felt  that  they  had  indeed  suffered  a  loss  which  was 
irreparable. 

]\Ir.  Carter  was  born  in  Cumberland  County, 
Va.,  and  as  he  was  left  an  orphan  in  babyhood, 
never  learned  anything  of  his  parents.  He  was 
adopted  by  an  aunt  and  uncle,  who  treated  him 
cruelly,  and  therefore  it  was  not  strange  that  the 
poor  boy  ran  away  from  home  when  sixteen  years 
of  age.  He  had  learned  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  young  men  in  tfie  West,  and  proceeded 


(much  of  the  way  on  foot)  to  Shelby  County,  Mo., 
where  he  found  employment  on  a  farm  owned  by 
a  Mr.  Efolmes.  Subsequently  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  household  of  Stephen  Gupton,  whose 
step-daughter  he  married,  after  which  event  he 
came  to  Marion  County,  and  was  employed  at 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do  whereby  he  might 
gain  an  honest  livelihood.  His  young  wife  died 
eighteen  months  after  their  marriage,  leaving 
one  child,  James  M.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Kansas. 

August  6,  1850,  Mr.  Carter  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Susan  Harsell,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia  June  24,  1822.  Her  parents  were  Peter 
and  Rachel  (Flick)  Harsell,  who  with  their  large 
family  made  the  journey  fromL  Virginia  to  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1847,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Marion 
County,  where  they  rented  a  large  tract  of  land. 
The  same  fall  the  faithful  wife  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  the  date  of  her  death  being  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1847.  She  left  twelve  children  to  mourn 
her  loss,  namely:  Elizabeth,  born  February  4, 
1821;  Susan,  born  June  24,  1822;  Jacob,  born 
November  i,  1824;  Harriet,  born  May  22,  1827; 
Joshua,  born  March  i,  1829;  Julian,  born  July  26, 
1831 ;  Peter,  Jr.,  born  February  24,  1833;  Amanda, 
born  February  14,  1835;  John  W.,  born  March 
31,  1837;  Zimrie,  born  December  29,  1839;  Elijah, 
born  May  7,  1842;  Henry  H.,  born  July  6,  1845. 
Two  of  the  family  have  been  summoned  to  the 
better  land,  namely:  John  and  Julian.  The  father 
was  born  September  i,  1795,  and  his  wife  on 
August  31,  1802,  and  their  marriage  was  cele¬ 
brated  February  19,  1819.  All  the  children  were 
born  in  Ha.mpshire  County,  Va. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Carter  was 
blessed  with  two  children:  Richard,  now  dwell¬ 
ing  in  Palmyra ;  William  Henry,  now  operating  a 
farm  in  Marion  County.  For  a  year  after  his 
marriage  IMr.  Carter  rented  the  farm  now  managed 
and  owned  byi  his  widow,  and  succeeded  very  well 
from  the  start,  scarcely  twelve  months  elapsing 
ere  he  was  able  to  purchase  the  place,  which  he 
operated  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise  (March  21, 
1894).  Although  he  prospered  as  a  general 
farmer,  his  greatest  success  was  in  raising  live¬ 
stock,  principally  hogs,  which  he  disposed  of  to 
shippers. 
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Mr.  Carter  and  his  wife  were  long  identified 
with  the  M.  E.  Church  South  and  prominent  in 
all  its  departments  of  usefulness,  and  jMrs.  Carter 
still  holds  her  membership  in  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion.  She  is  a  lady  of  good  business  ability,  and 
to  her  is  due  much  of  the  credit  of  her  husband’s 
success  in  life.  She  aided  and  cheered  him  in  his 
despondent  moments,  and  was  of  material  assist¬ 
ance  to  him  at  all  times.  As  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  settlers  of  Fabius  Township  she  is  justlv 
entitled  to  a  place  in  its  history  and  among  its 
representative  citizens. 


ALBERN  M.  TINSLEY,  connected  with 
the  Tinsley  Tobacco  Company,  was  born 
June  26,  1821,  in  Bedford  County,  V'a., 
where  he  remained  until  1849.  meantime 

he  had  been  well  educated  and  prepared  to  oc¬ 
cupy  almost  any  position  in  life.  (See  biography 
of  William  N.  Tinsley  in  another  part  of  this 
work.) 

When  leaving  the  Old  Dominion  our  subject 
came  to  Missouri,  accompanied  by  his  mother. 
He  landed  at  Clarksville,  and  from  there  went 
to  Dover,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
father,  who  had  preceded  them  to  the  West.  .Soon 
after,  however,  he  rented  land,  which  he  cultivated 
for  himself,  and  so  prosperous  was  he  in  this 
undertaking  that  he  was  soon  enabled  to  become 
the  owner  of  a  good  tract.  This  tract  lay  near 
Clarksville,  in  Calumet  Township,  and  consists 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  which  he 
now  rents  to  good  advantage.  He  lived  on  the 
place  until  1883,  in  which  year  he  moved  into 
Louisiana. 

On  coming  here  our  subject  became  connected 
with  the  Tinsley  Tobacco  Company,  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  ever  since,  having  an  equal 
interest  in  the  business.  He  was  married  May  13, 
1854,  at  Buffalo  Knob,  to  Miss  Betsey  M.,  daugh¬ 


ter  of  Simpson  and  Eliza  Edwards,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  }\Irs.  Tinsley  was  born  in  Missouri.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  ]^Iary  Eliza, 
who  married  John  Ellis,  departed  this  life  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1881,  and  Emma,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
father.  The  son  of  Mary  Eliza  also  makes  his 
home  with  iMr.  Tinsley,  and  bears  the  name  of 
William  Albern.  Another  son,  Irvin,  was  born 
to  her,  but  died  young.  ^Irs.  Betsey  ]M.  Tinsley 
departed  this  life  January  26,  1856,  and  in  July 
of  the  following  year  our  subject  was  married, 
at  Louisiana,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pendleton.  Of 
the  five  children  which  were  the  result  of  this 
union,  Hattie  died  when  young;  Lafayette  is  at 
home;  iMattie  is  the  wife  of  Ignes  Glasir,  of 
Springfield,  Mo.;  James  is  traveling  for  the  com¬ 
pany;  and  Minnie  died  when  thirteen  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Tinsley  departed  this  life  April  24, 
1893.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  greatly  respected  b}'  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  her. 

Our  subject  chose  for  his  third  wife  IMrs.  Sarah 
Ann,  widow  of  William  Norton,  and  their  mar¬ 
riage  occurred  January  15,  1894.  This  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Rebecca  (Toole) 
Colbert,  who  had  four  children:  John,  Sarah  Ann, 
Alary  and  Ella.  Of  these  John  and  Ella  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Airs.  Toole  passed  to  the  land  beyond 
when  fifty-four  years  of  age,  and  her  husband 
followed  her  five  years  later.  She  was  an  Episco¬ 
palian  in  religion,  while  her  husband  was  a  Roman 
Catholic.  The  latter  was  born  in  Ireland  and  was 
married  after  coming  to  the  United  States  to 
Rebecca  Toole,  who  was  born  in  Virginia. 

By  her  union  with  William  Norton  Airs.  Tins¬ 
ley  had  three  children :  Arthur  Lee,  living  in  Pike 
County,  AIo.;  Henry  H.  makes  his  home  with 
him,  and  Lena  died  when  young.  Our  subject, 
together  with  his  wife  and  all  his  children,  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  .In  politics  he  is 
Democratic.  In  disposition  he  is  gentle,  gener¬ 
ous  and  kind  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by 
all  who  know  him. 
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RUFUS  EASTON  ANDERSON. 


Rufus  easton  anderson  is  emi- 

nent  as  a  member  of  the  Marion  County 
Bar,  is  famed  as  an  orator  and  enjoys  an 
enviable  place  in  the  Masonic  order  and  in  church 
and  social  circles.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  most  respected  inhabitants  of  Hannibal, 
in  which  city  and  vicinity  he  has  an  exceptionally 
large  clientage.  His  opponents  recognize  in  him 
one  who  is  worthy  of  their  best  efTorts  and  his 
candor,  sincerity  and  logical  reasoning  generally 
bring  the  verdict  of  the  juries  before  whom  he 
pleads,  on  his  side  of  the  argument. 

The  Judge’s  parents,  Thomas  L.  and  Russella 
(Easton)  Anderson,  are  both  now  deceased.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  distinguished  lawyers  of 
Marion  County,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1829,  before  he  had  arrived  at  his  majority.  He 
opened  an  office  for  practice  at  Franklin,  Ky., 
and  later  pursued  his  profession  for  two  years  in 
St.  Charles,  Mo.  In  October,  1832,  he  moved 
to  Palmyra,  Mo.,  where  he  came  in  contact  with 
some  of  the  best  legal  minds  of  the  State.  Col. 
Anderson,  as  he  was  called  from  the  fact  that  he 
once  served  on  the  Governor’s  staff,  was  elected 
to  Congress  in  1856,  and  was  re-elected,  serving 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  until  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  War.  Afterwards  he  became  a 
Democrat  and  still  later  was  a  Greenbacker.  In 
his  views  he  was  a  Free  Thinker  and  carried  his 
high  sense  of  honor  and  belief  in  morality  in  his 
every  day  life.  As  early  as  1846  he  was  elected 
on  the  Whig  ticket  to  the  Legislature  and  served 
for  one  term  and  in  1845  was  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  but  with  some  others 
refused  to  sign  the  constitution  when  it  was  finally 
drawn  up.  During  the  best  days  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  he  had  no  peer  in  Northeastern 
Missouri  as  a  jury  advocate  and  popular  speaker. 


His  enthusiasm  of  manner  was  communicated  to 
the  public  in  such  a  way  that  his  pleadings  and 
arguments  were  almost  irresistible.  For  over  half 
a  century  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  was  an  eloquent  and  effective  speaker 
on  the  temperance  question.  Fraternally  he  was 
a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 
His  death  which  occurred  at  Palmyra  in  1886 
was  deeply  regretted  by  a  host  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  The  Colonel  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Ky.,  December  8,  1808,  his  parents  being 
David  and  Jane  (Bullock)  Anderson.  The  latter's 
father,  John  Bullock,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  in  wdrich  he  won  the  rank  of 
Captain.  David  Anderson,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
was  an  industrious  farmer  and  an  upright,  honor¬ 
able  man. 

In  1832  Colonel  Anderson  was  married  at  St. 
Charles,  Mo.,  to  Russella,  daughter  of  Col.  Rufus 
Easton,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  May 
4,  1774.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  that  State,  where  he  practiced  for  a  time, 
but  later  moved  to  Rome,  N.  Y.,  where  his  ability 
attracted  the  attention  of  public  men,  among 
whom  were  Aaron  Burr,  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
DeWitt  Clinton.  Leaving  Rome  he  passed 
about  a  year  in  Washington  and  went  westward 
with  the  intention  of  locating  in  Vincennes,  Ind. 
(then  a  territory),  but  soon  proceeded  further 
toward  the  setting  sun  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  St.  Louis,  afterwards  settling  in  St.  Charles. 
His  popularffy  and  influence  increased  and  in 
1814  he  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to  Congress 
and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  re-elected. 
When  the  State  was  organized  in  1821,  he  was 
appointed  Attorney  General  and  as  such  seiwed 
until  1826.  He  died  at  St.  Charles,  July  5,  1834, 
but  not  until  his  life  work  had  been  permanently 
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engrafted  on  the  laws  and  upbuilding  of  Missouri. 
Mrs.  Russella  Anderson  died  in  1840,  leaving 
three  children:  William  R.,  the  only  surviving 
brother  of  the  Judge,  is  now  practicing  law  at 
Palmyra.  The  second  wife  of  Col.  Anderson  was 
Fannie  M.  Winchell  of  Palmyra,  but  a  native  of 
^Massachusetts. 

Judge  R.  E.  Anderson  was  born  Jan.  22,  1833, 
at  Palmyra  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  place.  His  higher  studies  were 
pursued  in  the  IMasonic  College  at  Philadelphia, 
Mo.,  and  in  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
Ill.,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  Coming 
home  he  entered  his  father’s  office  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  in  1852.  He  at  once  com¬ 
menced  his  career  in  partnership  with  his  father 
but  later  was  with  Henry  S.  Lipscomb  and  W.  INI. 
Boulware.  His  connection  with  the  last  men¬ 
tioned  gentleman  continued  in  force  until  1877 
when  he  moved  to  Hannibal  and  here  opened 
an  office.  From  the  first  he  rapidly  rose  in  the 
estimation  of  all  and  has  successfully  maintained 
his  high  reputation.  Eschewing  political  office  he 
has  devoted  himself  the  more  earnestly  to  his 
profession  and  may  well  be  proud  of  the  progress 
he  has  made.  As  a  criminal  lawyer,  one  of  the 
cases  which  brought  him  to  the  front  was  the 
defense  of  Ambrose  D.  Coe,  accused  of  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Abbie  Somers.  This  case  was  tried  three 
times,  and  in  one  of  his  arguments  to  the  jury 
Judge  Anderson  spoke  earnestly,  logically  and 
eloquently  for  seven  hours.  This  speech  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  ever  made  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  He  was  elected  prose¬ 
cuting  attorney  in  1888  and  served  for  two  years. 

January  ii,  1854,  Judge  Anderson  and  Cor¬ 
nelia  F.  Thompson  were  married  in  Palmyra. 
Mrs.  Anderson  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  E.  and 
Margaret  (Williams)  Thompson.  To- the  Judge 
and  wife  nine  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Edwin  L.,  now  engaged  in  railroading  in  Cali¬ 
fornia-;  IMaggie  T.,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Markell,  of 
Palmyra;  Nellie  F.,  wife  of  A.  R.  Betts,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Cincinnati  Coffin  Company; 
Russella,  who  is  at  home  and  Rufus  E.,  Russell, 
Juliette  M.,  Fannie  C.,  and  Annie  Y.,  who  are 
deceased. 


Judge  Anderson  has  taken  great  interest  in  the 
Masonic  Order,  has  been  Worshipful  IMaster  of 
the  lodges  at  Palmyra  or  Hannibal  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  at  times  has  held  the  offices 
of  High  Priest  and  Eminent  Commander  at  t'ne 
same  time.  He  has  taken  the  Knights  Templar 
degree  and  has  attended  as  a  delegate  every  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  ^Missouri  for  thirty- 
five  years,  having  served  as  chairman  many  times 
on  important  committees.  In  1874  he  was  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  following 
year  was  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  When  the  corner  stone  of  the  St.  Louis  Mer¬ 
chants  Exchange  was  laid  in  June,  1874,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  ^Masons,  Judge  Anderson 
being  Grand  Master  officiated  at  the  ceremonies. 
His  address,  with  its  graces  of  rhetoric,  elevating 
moral  sentiments  and  general  brilliancy,  marked 
the  speaker  as  one  of  the  eminent  orators  of  the 
day.  His  speech  may  be  found  in  full  in  the  His¬ 
tory  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  -Missouri.  In  1886 
he  was  chosen  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars.  One 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Masonic  Home  in 
IMissouri,  organized  in  1887,  the  Judge  was  made 
one  of  the  directors  and  is  still  serving  as  such. 
Though  he  was  brought  up  in  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  his  chivalry  prompted  him  to  adopt  that  of 
his  wife,  who  was  a  IMethodist.  He  has  repre¬ 
sented  his  congregation  in  the  general  confer¬ 
ence  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  has  been  a  frequent  delegate  to  the  con¬ 
ferences  of  his  church.  He  is  a  great  worker  and 
was  for  years  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 


BELFIELD  V.  M’ELROY  has  for  the  past 
five  years  been  one  of  the  honored  resi¬ 
dents  of  Palmyra,  where  he  owns  a  beauti¬ 
ful  place  of  five  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  rents 
a  tract  of  fifteen  acres.  Thereon  he  raises  suffi¬ 
cient  crops  for  his  own  needs  and  though,  com¬ 
pared  with  those  of  former  years,  his  cares  and 
duties  are  limited,  he  has,  nevertheless,  plenty  to 
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occupy  his  attention  and  give  him  the  necessary 
exercise  and  outdoor  life  which  he  enjoys.  By 
long  years  of  industry  and  persevering  efforts  he 
has  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  competence,  and 
even  now  prefers  to  continue  his  former  vocation 
as  an  agriculturist  rather  than  to  subside  into  in¬ 
activity. 

Mr.  McElroy  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Ky., 
October  20,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  James  P.  and 
Esta  (Simpson)  McElroy,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Kentucky  respectively.  The  former  received  a 
good  education,  and  was  still  a  mere  boy  when  his 
parents  moved  to  the  Blue  Grass  State,  where  the 
remainder  of  his  youth  was  spent.  A  few  years 
after  his  marriage  he  moved  to  Missouri,  reaching 
this  county  about  1830,  and  immediately  entered 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Government 
land.  He  built  a  good  home  and  made  numerous 
improvements  on  the  farm,  where  he  passed  his 
remaining  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1851. 
He  was  followed  to  the  grave  a  few  years  later  by 
his  devoted  wife,  who  had  proved  a  faithful  com¬ 
panion  and  a  loving  mother  to  her  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  preceded  her  to  the  silent  land; 
four  only  of  the  number  now  survive,  namely: 
our  subject;  Alvin,  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County; 
Sidney,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  Marion 
County;  Milford,  whose  home  is  in  Ralls  County. 

Mr.  A'lcElroy  has  no  recollection  of  his  birth¬ 
place,  as  he  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  the 
family  moved  to  Missouri,  and  thus,  to  all  prac¬ 
tical  intents  and  purposes,  he  is  a  native  of  this 
locality.  Here  he  received  a  good  general  educa¬ 
tion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  reached  suitable  years, 
assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home 
farm;  he  continued  thus  employed  until  his  mar¬ 
riage,  after  which  he  embarked  in  agriculture  on 
his  own  account,  buying  one  hundred  and  five 
acres  of  land  in  South  River  Township.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  added  another  farm,  comprising  forty 
acres,  and  this  homestead  he  cultivated  and  im¬ 
proved  for  a  period  of  about  forty  years.  He  was 
successful  in  most  of  his  undertakings  and,  as  the 
reward  of  his  years  of  toil,  now  finds  himself 
well  off  in  this  world's  goods. 

April  30,  i860,  Mr.  McElroy  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Melissa,  daughter  of  William  H. 
Haney  of  Marion  County.  Mrs.  McElroy  de¬ 


parted  this  life  February,  16,  1875,  and  was  plaeed 
to  rest  in  Palmyra  Cemetery.  August  9,  1881, 
was  celebrated  the  union  of  Mr.  IMcElroy  and 
Belle,  daughter  of  Walter  Forsythe.  They  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Lottie.  Politically  Mr.  McElroy  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party  and  always 
takes  a  foremost  part  in  all  measures  calculated 
to  benefit  the  community;  religiously  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  Mrs.  McElroy  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South. 


Thomas  Wallace,  of  New  London, 

has,  by  hard  work  and  persistent  effort, 
won  an  extensive  and  worthy  reputation 
as  an  author,  traveler,  linguist  and  lecturer,  and 
having  recently  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  bids 
fair  to  excel  in  legal  learning.  His  life  during 
recent  years,  either  in  the  field  of  physical  or  men¬ 
tal  exertion,  has  been  one  of  constant  activity  and 
heavy  pressure  under  self-imposed  labor.  Pie 
was  born  in  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  June  25,  1855, 
soon  after  his  parents  had  made  a  long  journey 
overland  from  the  Atlantic  Coast.  Thus  it  may 
be  said  that  by  prenatal  influence,  he  inherited 
a  disposition  to  travel.  (See  family  genealogy  in 
the  sketch  of  David  Wallace.)  Besides,  his  birth¬ 
place  was  rich  in  pioneer  history  and  romance, 
and  renowned  for  its  beautiful,  wild,  natural  scen¬ 
ery.  It  was  the  early  home  of  Blackhawk  and  his 
warriors,  the  fierce  Sacs  and  P'oxes;  and  per¬ 
haps  the  first  signs  of  death  the  baby  boy  of  the 
family  ever  saw  were  the  beads  and  bones  taken 
from  Indian  graves  that  were  leveled  down  to 
make  way  for  streets  in  his  village  home.  The 
rippling  waves  of  the  Mississippi,  that  washed  the 
roeks  and  shells  of  the  island  shores,  very  likely 
created  a  desire  to  behold  the  waves  of  the  sea, 
and  gather  shells  on  foreign  shores.  His  birth¬ 
place  was  also  possessed  of  a  variety  of  wild  beau¬ 
ties  and  rustic  scenes  connected  with  pioneer  life, 
all  of  which  created  hopes,  which  in  after  years 
yielded  a  harvest.  For,  indeed,  childhood  years 
are  as  little  brooks,  mature  life  is  the  river  be- 
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yond,  and  as  the  brooks  are,  so  the  river  will  be, 
for  each  river  is  only  the  union  of  many  brooks. 

At  this  time  the  character  of  the  five-year-old 
boy  foreshadowed  that  of  the  man.  He  was 
strong,  active,  venturesome  and  eager  to  see  and 
hear  all  that  was -new  or  strange.  Barefooted  and 
often  bareheaded,  and  with  sun-browned  hands, 
curly  hair  and  a  freckled  face,  he  would  wander 
away  in  the  swamps  to  catch  frogs  and  leeches 
and  to  kill  watersnakes  and  snapping  turtles.  At 
this  age  he  saw  real  pleasure  in  making  bare¬ 
foot  tracks  in  the  early  snows  of  winter;  and  the 
hoar  frost  of  October  was  but  little  more  re¬ 
garded  than  the  dews  of  jMay;  hence,  with  these 
hardy  habits,  it  is  not  surprising  that  in  after 
years,  he  was  able  to  endure  almost  any  degree 
of  exposure  met  with  in  a  temperate,  frigid  or 
torrid  clime. 

Inherited  economy  was  another  trait  of  his 
early  character.  He  would  carry  his  new  boots 
in  his  hands  to  save  the  wear  of  going  over  stony 
ways,  and  would  bare  his  head  to  the  rain  rather 
than  get  his  new  hat  wet;  so,  in  after  years, 
when  economy  was  a  necessity,  it  came  natural 
to  select  the  durable  rather  than  the  fashionable 
in  dress,  and  spend  his  money  for  bread  in  place 
of  beer;  and  his  time  with  books  instead  of  bil¬ 
liards.  In  about  i860,  his  father  and  family 
moved  to  Hannibal,  JMo.  It  was  then  a  small 
town  with  a  mixed  population  of  lumber  men, 
river  men,  slaves,  a  few  free  negroes,  and  emi¬ 
grants  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  This  cos¬ 
mopolitan  population  gave  the  boy  an  early  in¬ 
sight  into  the  character  and  customs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  he  was  destined  to  learn  of  in  after  years. 
The  boy’s  time  while  here,  like  that  of  other  boys, 
was  chiefly  spent  in  climbing  high  lumber  piles, 
hunting  birds’  nests,  going  fishing,  and  getting 
into  fights.  This  continued  until  the  family 
moved  to  the  farm  of  James  iMoore,  near  Big 
Creek,  Clay  Township,  Ralls  County.  From  this 
time  on,  the  boy’s  calling  and  character  under¬ 
went  a  material  change.  Hoeing  in  the  garden, 
pulling  cockle-burrs  out  of  the  corn,  cutting 
sprouts  in  new  ground,  he  was  occasionally  re¬ 
quired  to  suffer  a  siege  under  the  pressure  of  a 
dull  ax  at  the  grindstone.  In  these  respective 


industries,  he  believed,  as  most  boys  do,  that  the 
heaviest  hoe,  the  hottest  day,  the  dullest  ax,  and 
worst  row  for  weeds,  fell  to  his  lot.  This  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  when  the 
boy  and  his  two  big  brothers.  Will  and  Dave, 
grew  very  patriotic  in  the  defense  of  the  Union. 
Dave  was  Captain,  W’ill  was  second  in  command, 
and  Tom  was  a  proud  private,  having  fights  al¬ 
most  every  day  and  living  in  high  hopes  of  pro¬ 
motion.  Weapons  of  war  in  this  department  of 
the  Union  Army  consisted  of  wooden  guns,  tin 
swords,  toy  pistols,  and  case  knives  for  daggers, 
which  were  streaked  blood  red  by  means  of  poke- 
berry  juice,  and  all  were  mustered  under  flags 
which  were  striped  with  the  same  material,  and 
studded  with  stars  made  of  indigo  blue.  Tents 
made  of  sheets  were  set  up  in  the  woods.  ]\Iud 
balls,  dried  hard  in  the  sun,  and  wet  cobs,  served 
as  missiles  of  destruction  in  summer,  and  water- 
soaked  snow  balls  served  the  same  purpose  in 
winter.  The  rebel  camp,  which  this  company 
usually  stormed,  was  set  up  by  the  sons  of  James 
iMoore,  John,  Tom  and  Jim.  Wdien  they  were 
made  prisoners,  they  were  required  to  throw 
down  their  guns  and  throw  up  their  arms;  their 
mud  balls  were  pulverized,  cobs  were  scattered, 
and  they  were  released  after  promising  to  hurrah 
for  President  Lincoln  and  yell  “Hang  Jeff  Davis 
on  a  sour  apple  tree  and  feed  him  to  the  turkey 
buzzards.”  But  when  they  were  the  captors,  the 
obligation  was  reversed.  This  war  record  of  the 
boys  was  ended  by  the  family  moving  to  William 
Brown’s  place,  near  Big  Creek.  The  log  house, 
in  which  they  lived,  is  yet  standing  as  a  worthy 
relic  of  that  day. 

While  at  this  place,  our  boy,  then  about  seven 
years  of  age,  learned  his  letters  at  the  Jeff  Priest 
log  school-house,  where  Hiss  Anna  Lyel  was 
teaching.  The  school-house  was  a  model  one 
for  that  kind,  having  a  puncheon  plank  floor, 
benches  and  writing  desks.  The  boys  had  to 
take  turns  in  bringing  water  from  the  spring 
and  chopping  wood  at  the  wood  pile.  iMost  of 
them  wore  blue  or  butternut-brown  jeans,  home¬ 
made  “yarn  gallases,”  and  at  home,  corn  bread 
and  rye  coffee,  sweetened  with,  sorghum  mo¬ 
lasses,  were  the  chief  articles  of  diet.  Among  the 
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boys  who  went  to  this  log  school-house  were 
Judge  Sam  Priest,  of  St.  Louis;  Dr.  Sam  Brown, 
of  Monroe  City;  James  Rudesil,  ex-County  As¬ 
sessor,  also  a  number  of  the  Hornback  and 
Ogle  boys.  Here  Thomas  earned  his  first  money 
(twenty-five  cents)  dragging  hay  with  Sam  Brown 
on  the  farm  of  Warren  Hatcher. 

In  1865,  the  family  moved  to  the  farm  of  Ada- 
niram  Smith,  near  Ely  Station,  on  the  H.  &  St. 
J.  R.  R.  Here  Thomas  worked  for  J.  P.  Myers, 
pumping  water  at  the  Ely  tank.  The  summer 
was  hot  and  dry,  there  was  no  well  water  near, 
and  pond  water  was  bad  drinking.  But  neces¬ 
sity  knows  no  law.  Mr.  Myers  and  his  tank  boy, 
by  kind  treatment  and  a  little  coaxing,  became 
quite  friendly  with  one  of  Jerome  Kendrick’s  best 
milch  cows,  which  grazed  on  the  open  prairies, 
and  came  to  the  tank  pond  for  water  every  day 
at  noon.  This  bovine  supplied  the  tank  folks 
with  milk  all  summer.  This  revelation  will  spoil 
the  many  great  snake  stories  which  were  told 
about  the  great  blue  racers  and  cow-sucker 
snakes,  which  during  that  summer  stole  the  milk 
from  Jerome  Kendrick’s  cow,  and  caused  the 
calf  to  pine  away  from  the  slimy  poison  that  was 
left  by  the  snake. 

Leaving  this  locality,  the  family  moved  to  the 
farm  of  Maj.  Johnson,  where  Huntington  is  now 
located,  and  were  living  there  when  the  remains 
of  the  Major  were  brought  home  for  burial  from 
the  Centralia  massacre.  Leaving  this  place,  the 
family  moved  to  a  farm  in  Jasper- Township,  two 
and  one-half  miles  south  of  Madisonville,  in 
Ralls  County.  This  has  been  the  home  of  the 
family  for  over  twenty  years,  or  until  all  were 
settled  in  life. 

At  sixteen  years  of  age  our  subject  learned 
his  multiplication  table  at  the  Bridgewater  school- 
house,  and  about  the  same  time  he  made  his 
first  speech  at  a  debate  in  the  old  log  school-house 
at  Madisonville.  The  summers  were  now  spent 
in  hard  work  on  the  farm,  and  the  winters  were 
spent  in  clearing  up  new  ground,  log-rolling, 
house-raising,  corn-shucking,  and  going  to  spell¬ 
ing  and  writing  schools  and  evening  parties.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  was  given  his  own  time 
and  began  to  work  by  the  month  on  the  Spencer 


ranche,  herding  Texas  cattle.  It  was  then  under 
the  management  of  William  Wood,  now  of  West 
Hartford.  Here  he  learned  to  be  rather  an  ex¬ 
pert,  riding  wild  mustangs  brought  in  from 
Texas  with  the  cattle.  There  were  no  idlers  on 
this  place;  everything  went  with  a  rush,  late 
and  early,  and  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  It  was  a 
fine  drill  for  any  young  man,  and  it  was  a  most 
helpful  preparation  for  the  work  and  endurance 
required  by  Mr.  Wallace  as  a  traveler  in  after 
years.  Here  he  learned  to  overcome  obstacles 
under  almost  all  circumstances.  A  single  in¬ 
stance  will  illustrate  his  character.  Once  while 
out  on  the  prairie  he  found  a  large  swarm  of  bees 
settled  on  a  hedge  fence.  At  first  there  seemed  no 
means  of  securing  them,  for  they  would  soon  fly 
away;  but  by  making  good  haste,  he  secured  a 
salt  barrel  and  sheet  at  a  farm  house,  and  cut¬ 
ting  off  a  few  branches  of  the  hedge  thrust  bees 
and  all  into  a  barrel,  and  that  night,  after  work, 
he  carried  the  bees,  barrel  and  all,  on  his  back, 
to  the  home  place,  over  seven  miles  away,  and 
that  over  creeks,  hills  and  a  rough,  stony  road. 
But  he  returned  in  time  for  work  next  morn¬ 
ing.  In  after  years,  a  like,  but  more  severe  ex¬ 
perience,  was  realized  in  Spanish  America,  when 
his  horse  was  stolen  one  nightj  and  he  was  re¬ 
quired  to  carry  nearly  all  his  earthly  belongings 
on  his  back  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  along  the 
mountains  on  the  Isthmus.  From  childhood,  his 
rugged  constitution  seemed  to  be  equal  to  every 
emergency.  He  would  bind  half  the  oats  a  self¬ 
dropping  reaper  would  cut,  and  was  never  caught 
but  once.  He  would  cut  fifty  shocks  of  corn, 
sixteen  hills  square,  in  one  day,  and  would  aver¬ 
age  thirty-five  shocks  per  day  for  ten  days.  He 
would  swim  creeks  when  out  of  their  banks,  and 
after  falling  through  the  ice  up  to  his  neck, 
would  wring  out  his  clothes  and  let  them  dry  on 
him  in  the  cold  raw  winds  of  March. 

These  accustomed  exposures,  and  trials  of  en¬ 
durance,  especially  fitted  him  for  his  w'ork  of 
exposure  while  traveling  in  the  deserts,  plains 
and  mountains  of  temperate,  torrid  and  frigid 
climes  of  other  lands  in  after  years.  While  on 
the  Spencer  ranche  he  saved  his  money,  and  spent 
it  attending  the  New  London  high  school  and 
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the  Kirksville  Normal.  By  this  investment  he 
increased  his  earnings  from  sixteen  dollars  per 
month  on  the  farm  to  fifty  dollars  in  the  school¬ 
room,  and  in  five  years  he  made  all  expenses  and 
finished  a  complete  commercial  course  in  the 
business  college  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  delivered 
the  valedictory  before  his  class;  he  also  finished 
a  course  at  the  Kirksville  Normal,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Scientific  Didactics.  The 
close  confinement  and  mental  strain  of  these  five 
years  required  a  change  of  work  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  health,  so  for  the  following  four  years 
he  traveled  through  the  States,  making  expenses 
by  teaching  penmanship,  lecturing  on  temper¬ 
ance,  canvassing  for  books,  and  writing  for  the 
papers.  He  visited  the  chief  battlefields  of  all 
our  wars  and  described  the  various  resources 
of  the  North,  South,  East  and  West,  besides  th5 
chief  cities  of  the  Union,  including  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
New  Orleans,  and  other  cities  of  the  South  and 
West.  In  short,  he  saw  the  most  that  is  to  be 
seen  between  Canada  and  Cape  Sable,  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  and  the  Pacific. 

In  1885  ]\Ir.  Wallace  attended  the  World's 
Fair  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  traveled  in  the  Southwest,  and  in  old  ]\Iex- 
ico,  as  a  special  correspondent  of  the  Sedalia 
Democrat.  He  spent  three  and  a  half  years  trav¬ 
eling  in  Mexico,  Yucatan  and  Central  America. 
During  this  trip  he  learned  Spanish,  and  wrote 
an  account  of  the  resources,  strange  customs  and 
wild  natural  scenery  of  those  parts.  He  ascended 
the  highest  volcanoes  of  the  country  and  visited 
the  chief  ruins  and  natural  wonders  of  Yucatan 
and  the  Republic  of  Guatemala.  He  made  a  trip 
of  nearly  thirteen  hundred  miles  on  horseback 
alone  among  tropical  jungles,  where  the  mon¬ 
keys,  parrots,  deer,  tiger,  tapir  and  mountain 
lions  were  found  in  an  almost  unmolested  wild 
state.  Here  also  the  w'ld  tribes  of  Indians  were 
yet  found  in  their  primitive  simplicity  of  dress 
and  habitation.  This  kind  of  wild  life  among  the 
fields  of  the  tropics,  and  beasts  of  the  forests, 
lasted  until  1889,  when  he  started  from  Central 
America  for  the  Paris  E.xposition,  by  way  of  the 
City  of  ^lexico,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  Kansas 


City,  IMo. ;  thence  to  the  old  home.  i\.fter  six  weeks 
spent  visiting  friends  and  relatives,  and  in  lec¬ 
turing,  he  started  for  the  Old  WYrld,  by  way  of 
Chicago,  Pittsburgh,  Wheeling,  Washington, 
Philadelphia  and  New  York;  thence  by  steamer 
to  Amsterdam,  and  down  through  Belgium  to 
Waterloo,  and  on  to  Paris,  where  five  months 
were  spent,  after  wdiich  he  passed  down  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Rhone,  then  over  the  Alps  into  Italy, 
and  thence  to  Rome,  Naples,  Pompeii,  Herculan¬ 
eum,  and  by  steamer  to  Alexandria,  Egypt.' 
Then  two  months  were  spent  along  the  Nile, 
traveling  in  the  desert,  among  oases,  pyramids, 
and  dead  cities  of  three  thousand  years  ago. 
Leaving  Egypt,  he  sailed  for  Jaffa  (Joppa);  then 
went  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  from  there  down  to 
the  Dead  Sea  and  the  Jordan;  thence  to  Bey- 
root,  fort}-  miles  north  of  Dan.  The  next  3'ear 
was  spent  in  traveling  in  Western  Asia,  Turkey 
in  Europe,  Greece,  and  the  Barbary  States  of 
North  Africa,  all  of  which  is  described  in  his  re¬ 
cent  work,  “Rambler’s  Travels  in  Classic  and 
Bible  Lands,”  so  his  route  of  travel,  only,  is 
given  in  this  biography.  Next,  he  returned  to 
Europe,  spending  six  months  traveling  in  the 
British  Islands,  after  which  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  landing  at  New  York,  January  19, 
1892,  after  an  absence  of  over  two  years  and  a 
half  on  his  trip  through  the  Old  \Vorld. 

In  these  ten  years  of  almost  constant  travel 
l\Ir.  Wallace  has  used  almost  every  known  mode 
of  conveyance,  from  the  donkeys  of  Egypt  to 
the  camel  and  elephant  of  Africa.  He  has  been 
sheltered  in  almost  every  kind  of  human  habita¬ 
tion,  from  the  sod  house,  cave  and  bamboo  hut, 
to  the  palaces  of  European  and  Oriental  kings. 
In  Paris,  he  saw  the  emporium  of  art,  fashion  and 
luxury;  in  Rome,  he  saw  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
ancient  art.  In  Egypt,  he  saw  the  most  ancient 
of  dead  cities;  in  Palestine,  he  saw  the  most 
sacred  sights  of  earth ;  he  has  walked  among  the 
remains  of  dead  and  forgotten  millions  in  the 
Catacombs  of  Paris  and  Rome,  and  has  as¬ 
cended  to  the  summit  of  the  highest  structures 
reared  by  man.  He  has  sailed  on  nearly  every 
sea  and  ocean,  lived  in  everv  clime  and  under 
every  ruler,  from  the  despotic  tribal  chief  to  that 
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of  a  free  government  made  by  and  for  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  has  seen  almost  every  kind  of  shrine 
from  that  where  idols  are  worshipped  to  the 
altar  where  prayer  is  offered  to  the  true  God. 
After  returning  home,  he  published  the  above- 
named  work,  in  one  large  volume,  containing 
over  eight  hundred  pages.  It  will  soon  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  other  works  of  travel.  On  December 
25,  1894,  Mr.  Wallace  was  married  in  St.  Louis, 
to  Miss  Lillian  Neiger,  a  missionary  to  Old 
Mexico,  and  they  are  now  living  at  their  home 
in  New  London,  Mo.  She  speaks  two  and  he 
speaks  four  languages,  and  with  correspondence, 
lecturing,  writing,  study  and  the  superintendence 
of  the  sale  of  his  work,  Mr.  Wallace  is  a  busy 
hard  worker  from  early  morning  until  late  at 
night.  Later  he  will  make  a  tour  around  the 
world.  Thus,  with  present  good  health  and  a 
strong  body  and  mind,  his  future,  like  his  past 
life,  will  be  one  of  constant  work  in  the  various 
lines  of  his  labor;  and  so  it  is  hoped,  when  he 
shall  have  passed  away,  the  world  will  be  left 
better  because  of  the  ingathering  of  this  busy  bee 
in  the  hive  of  human  industry. 


George  smith.  Among  the  goodly 
number  of  farmers  of  Ralls  County  who 
have  won  a  competence  from  the  pro¬ 
ductive  soil  and  have  retired  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  industry,  is  the  gentleman  above  named. 
He  has  long  been  a  prominent  resident  of  Saline 
Township,  where  he  has  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  county.  The  acreage  is  devoted  princi¬ 
pally  to  general  farming,  although  in  his  earlier 
years  Mr.  Smith  raised  stock  in  considerable 
numbers. 

Like  many  of  the  best  residents  of  this  county 
our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  the  date 
thereof  being  October  22,  1823.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Catherine  (Fister)  Smith,  also 
born  in  the  Fatherland,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives  engaged  in  farming.  The  father  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1854,  aged  sixty-five  years. 


while  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
in  1833.  To  them  were  born  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of 
these  John  is  deceased,  having  been  accidentally 
drowmed  in  his  native  land;  Margaret  married 
Mr.  Conrad  Sites  and  is  living  in  the  Fatherland; 
our  subject  was  the  third  of  the  household;  Cor- 
nie  is  deceased;  Barbara  is  living  in  Germany; 
Hansel  is  deceased,  and  John,  Jr.,  is  a  re.sident 
of  Sidney,  this  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  set  sail  for  America 
in  1848  and  landed  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  after  a 
tedious  voyage  of  fifty-two  days.  He  remained 
in  that  city  for  a  few  days,  when  he  went  to  Bucks 
County  and  obtained  work  on  a  farm,  remaining 
there  for  six  years.  For  his  first  month’s  wages 
he  received  a  little  over  five  dollars,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  was  given  ninety  dollars.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  six  years  mentioned  he  worked 
a  farm  on  shares  for  eighteen  years.  He  came  to 
Missouri  and  in  1874  became  the  owner  of  a 
portion  of  his  present  fine  farm.  On  this  he  has 
resided  ever  since  and  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
have  been  accumulated  solely  through  his  own 
exertions. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Lewistown,  Pa.,  in 
1854,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mull,  who  was  born  in 
Snyder  County,  that  State,  January  7,  1831.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  IMargaret  Mull, 
also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  they 
lived  all  their  lives.  Her  father  was  well-to-do 
and  an  expert  machinist.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  John  is  living  in 
Pennsylvania;  Catherine  married  Daniel  Omiler, 
of  Williamsport,  Pa.;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  the  next  born;  Henry;  ]\Iaggie  is 
now  Mrs.  Peter  Deal  and  is  living  on  a  farm 
in  Kansas;  Susan,  Jake  and  Polly  are  deceased; 
William  is  a  farmer  in  Pennsylvania;  the  next 
born  died  in  infancy;  Ellen;  Emma  is  the  wife 
of  A.  Stroub,  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  John,  a  farmer  of 
IMarion  County,  this  State;  Margaret,  deceased; 
Emma  J.,  the  wife  of  John  Schluckeber,  a  farmer 
of  IMarion  County;  William  and  George,  who 
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make  their  home  in  that  county;  Sarah  E.,  now 
Mrs.  William  Linbauer,  a  farmer  of  this  town¬ 
ship;  Harry,  Ann  C.,  and  Curtis,  deceased; 
Sophia,  the  wife  of  John  Phosmer;  and  Mary, 
deceased. 

]\Ir.  Smith  has  never  cared  to  hold  office,  his 
time  being  fully  occupied  in  looking  after  his 
vast  interests.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  land¬ 
holders  in  the  county,  and  in  the  management 
of  his  affairs  has  met  with  remarkable  success. 
In  religious  matters  he  is  a  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  and  in  politics  he  never  fails  to  vote 
for  Democratic  candidates.  His  fellow-men  hold 
him  in  high  repute  as  a  man  of  honorable  charac¬ 
ter,  intelligence  and  usefulness.  Before  leaving 
the  land  of  his  nativity  Mr.  Smith  was  drafted  into 
the  German  Army,  but  he  was  never  compelled  to 
serve  on  account  of  sickness.  After  coming  to 
America  and  during  the  late  war  he  was  also 
called  upon  to  become  a  soldier,  but  hired  a  sul)- 
stitute  to  enlist  in  his  stead. 


PRESTON  HANCOCK,  now  occupying 
the  old  homestead  of  his  parents  in  Ralls 
County,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives  October  15,  1856.  The  land  is  favor¬ 
ably  located  in  Saline  Township,  is  carefully  and 
intelligently  tilled  and  the  place  is  well  stocked. 

Austin  and  iMary  (Young)  Hancock,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  the 
father  being  born  in  Adair  County,  and  dying 
Alarch  14,  1884,  when  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 
His  wife  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  dying  in 
1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  They  were  united  in 
marriage  in  iMarion  County,  IMo.,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  sons,  William,  now  deceased,  and 
Preston,  twins. 

Prior  to  his  union  with  ]Miss  Young,  Austin 
Hancock  was  married  to  a  Miss  Settles,  who  died 
in  1850.  She  became  the  mother  of  three  sons, 
Robert,  now  living  in  South  America;  one  died 


in  infancy,  and  James,  who  makes  his  home  with 
our  subject. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  county 
from  iMarion  County,  Mo.,  first  working  out  by 
the  month.  He  was  prospered  in  his  labors,  saved 
his  money,  and  in  1851  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  Preston  now  makes  his  home.  He  worked 
hard  to  clear  the  place,  and  before  his  death  had 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  was  one  of  the 
best  and  most  fertile  tracts  in  Saline  Township. 
He  was  interested  in  school  affairs  in  his  locality 
and  for  some  time  served  efficiently  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  on  the  home  farm,  and  has  continued  to 
make  it  his  home,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
which  he  spent  in  Colorado.  He  is  well  educated, 
attending  the  district  school  for  many  years,  and 
well  remembers  the  early  life  of  the  family  in  this 
county,  when  they  lived  in  a  little  rude  log  cabin 
which  the  father  erected.  As  he  grew  older  he 
aided  greatly  in  the  work  of  cultivating  the  raw 
land,  and  today  has  one  of  the  best-improved 
tracts  in  the  township.  It  comprises  two  hundred 
acres,  which  Mr.  Hancock  devotes  to  general 
agriculture,  raising,  besides  the  various  grains, 
large  numbers  of  fine  live  stock.  He  was  married 
in  this  township.  May  15,  1892,  to  IMiss  Nora 
Fahy,  who  was  a  native  of  this  locality  and  born 
November  27,  1867.  Her  parents  were  William 
B.  and  Mary  E.  Fahy,  prominent  residents  of  this 
locality,  and  for  a  full  history  of  whom  the  read¬ 
er  is  referred  to  their  sketch  on  another  page  in 
this  volume.  To  ]\Ir.  and  iMrs.  Hancock  there 
have  been  born  two  daughters,  Mary  A.  and 
Josephine  R. 

As  a  true  citizen  should  be,  Mr.  Hancock  is  in¬ 
terested  in  political  affairs,  and  votes  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket.  He  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  church.  He  has  never  held,  nor  has  he  de¬ 
sired  to  hold,  any  public  office,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  serving  on  the  School  Board.  He  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens  and  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county 
where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life. 


JUDGE  O.  M.  WHITE. 
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JUDGE  OBED  M.  WHITE.  As  a  repre- 
sentative  of  the  intelligence,  integrity  and 
moral  worth  of  the  citizens  of  Marion 
County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  no 
ordinary  position.  He  is  favorably  known  in  this 
locality,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  highly  spoken  of 
by  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  is  sufficient  in¬ 
dication  of  his  character.  By  a  course  of  industry 
and  judicious  management  he  has  become  well- 
to-do  financially  and  his  fine  estate  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-five  acres  indicates  to  what  good 
purpose  he  has  labored.  His  farm  is  situated  in 
Township  58,  Range  7,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  most  fertile  and  productive  places  in  the 
county.  It  contains  all  the  modern  improve¬ 
ments,  including  a  neat  residence  and  the  out¬ 
buildings  necessary  for  the  storage  of  grain  and 
shelter  of  stock. 

In  Round  Grove  Township,  this  county,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April  28,  184.4, 
being  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  of  George  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Lathom) 
White,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  were  married 
there  and  thence  came  to  Marion  County  in  1835. 
The  father,  who  was  a  man  of  persevering,  in¬ 
dustrious  disposition,  acquired  a  competency  by 
the  exercise  of  wise  management,  and  became 
known  throughout  his  locality  as  a  man  of  wortli 
and  honor.  The  White  family  is  of  English  de¬ 
scent,  but  has  been  represented  in  America  for 
many  generations. 

The  educational  advantages  enjoyed  by  our 
subject  were  limited  to  a  brief  attendance  at  the 
district  schools  and  were  abruptly  terminated  by 
the  death  of  his  father  when  he  was  a  lad  of  four¬ 
teen  years.  He  at  once  assumed  the  management 
of  the  home  farm,  which  had  been  purchased  by 
his  father  in  1835  and  which  he  now  owns.  His 


married  life  began  January  9,  1866,  his  wife  being 
Sarah  R.  Porter,  a  refined  and  well-educated  lady, 
who  for  many  years  taught  school  in  Knox 
County,  ]\Io.  Her  father,  Joseph  Porter,  was  a 
noted  Colonel  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Three 
children  blessed  her  marriage.  Charles,  the  eld¬ 
est,  who  was  born  July  25,  1868,  was  graduated 
from  La  Grange  College  and  from  the  law  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Michigan  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor;  he  was  a  young  man  of  brilliant 
attainments,  of  whose  future  his  parents  cherished 
the  fondest  hopes,  but  these  ambitions  were 
destroyed  by  his  death,  October  29,  1890.  Joseph 
L.,  who  was  born  August  12,  1872,  assists  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm;  and 
Lucy,  the  only  daughter,  a  bright  and  winning 
child,  was  born  Eebruary  i,  1877,  and  is  now  at¬ 
tending  school. 

Upon  the  old  hornestead  Judge  White  carries 
on  a  very  large  stock  and  general  farming  busi¬ 
ness,  and  his  entire  estate  is  under  cultivation. 
During  the  Civil  War,  in  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  service  under  Col.  Porter  (who 
afterwards  became  his  father-in-law)  and  took 
part  in  a  number  of  minor  engagements.  In  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  holds 
the  position  of  Deacon  and  is  an  active  worker. 
Socially  he  is  identified  with  Palmyra  Lodge, 
A.  O.  V.  W. 

The  title  by  which  our  subject  is  usually  known 
is  his  by  virtue  of  his  service  ’n  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  county  court,  to  which  position  he  was 
elected  in  1886  upon  the  Democratic  ticket.  Two 
years  later  he  was  re-elected  and  served  until 
1890,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  place  in  a 
manner  indicative  of  his  ability  and  broad  knowl¬ 
edge.  In  him  the  community  has  a  faithful  and 
unswerving  friend,  ever  anxious  to  promote  her 
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best  interests,  and  generous  in  his  contributions 
toward  progressive  movements.  As  a  farmer  lie 
has  accumulated  a  competency,  and  as  an  official 
he  has  proved  himself  incorruptible,  able  and 
efficient.  To  his  children  he  has  given  the  most 
thorough  educational  advantages  money  can  se¬ 
cure,  and  not  only  has  he  striven  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  own  family,  but  he  has  also  en¬ 
deavored,  through  his  wide  acquaintance  and 
influence,  to  secure  for  all  the  children  of  the 
district  advantages  commensurate  with  the 
privileges  of  the  present  age.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  generous  impulses,  whole-souled  and  open- 
hearted,  and  combined  with  these  traits  of  char¬ 
acter  his  integrity  as  a  man  has  won  for  him  the 
respect  of  the  good  people  of  his  community. 


Alfred  W.  PICKETT,  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  and  progressive  men  of  Ralls  County, 
is  a  native  of  this  county  and  State,  and 
was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  now  lives  June 
8,  1865.  He  is  the  son  of  Alfred  and  Louisa  T. 
(Wylie)  Pickett,  and  is  the  second  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  four  now  survive. 

Alfred  Pickett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  1820.  His  parents 
moved  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  when  he  was  but 
eight  years  old.  It  was  here  that  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  engaged  in  farming.  When  the  gold 
fever  was  at  its  highest  in  California  in  1849  he 
went  to  the  gold  fields,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  returning  well  repaid  for  his  trip.  On  his 
return  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Erankford,  Pike  County,  and  also  purchased  the 
farm  which  our  subject  now  owns  with  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  derived  from  his  two  years’  work  in  the 
mines.  After  some  two  years  in  Erankford  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Madisonville,  Ralls  County,  Mo., 
where  he  spent  two  years,  going  from  thence  to 
Wellsville,  and  after  eight  years  there  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  he  removed  to  his  farm,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Alfred  Pickett  was  a  progressive  man,  of  an 


active  temperament,  and  while  here  bought  and 
ran  for  several  years  the  old  St.  Brain’s  mill.  His 
death  in  1878  was  due  to  an  accident,  he  being 
killed  by  a  train  on  the  St.  L.,  H.  &  K.  Railroad, 
near  New  London.  Since  that  time  the  crossing 
has  been  known  as  Dead  iMan’s  Crossing.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss 
Mary  Summers,  by  whom  he  had  three  children, 
all  of  wdiom,  together  with  his  wife,  were  carried 
off  by  the  measles.  Subsequently  he  married  iMiss 
Louisa  T.  Wylie.  He  was  a  devoted  Christian, 
being  for  years  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
and  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  charities.  He  was  a 
friend  to  all  popular  educational  movements,  and 
his  genial,  kindly  nature  won  for  him  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

James  Gilmore  Wiley,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  the  well-known  men  of  his 
day.  He  was  a  noted  character,  of  a  romantic, 
lovable  nature,  and  was  always  ahead  of  all  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Hannibal  and  might  justly  be  called  the 
father  of  that  thriving  city,  as  at  that  time  he 
owned  almost  the  entire  section  where  the  city 
now  stands,  and  did  much  toward  its  improve¬ 
ment.  He  was  for  years  the  County  Surveyor  of 
Ralls  County  and  surveyed  every  foot  of  land  in 
the  county.  His  death  occurred  in  1883. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  His  father  dying 
when  he  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  his  mother 
moved  with  her  family  to  Wellsville,  IMo.,  to  give 
her  children  the  advantages  of  a  good  schooling. 
Here  she  lived  until  June  16,  1886,  when  death 
claimed  her  and  our  subject  was  left  with  the  care 
of  three  younger  sisters.  The  responsibility  was 
a  heavy  one,  but  he  realized  the  gravity  of  the  sit¬ 
uation,  and  after  a  week’s  deliberation  he  de¬ 
cided  to  return  to  the  farm,  which,  during  his 
mother’s  widowhood,  had  become  heavily  en¬ 
cumbered,  and  on  his  return  to  it  he  determined 
to  have  it  put  up  at  public  sale,  which  was  done, 
and  he  bid  it  in.  Prom  this  time  on,  although 
he  had  no  experience  in  farming,  he  went  to  work 
with  a  will  to  conquer,  and  his  success  has  been 
an  unusual  one.  He  has  always  been  a  conserva- 
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live  trader  in  stock,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Harriet  E.  Owen 
occurred  September  28,  1887.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lewis  C.  and  Julia  M.  (Biggs)  Owen,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  six  children, -all  of 
whom  still  survive.  They  are:  Alfred  Glen,  born 
July  12,  1888;  Owen  R.,  July  10,  1889;  Lorine, 
December  15,  1890;  Gladys,  April  2,  1892;  Stan¬ 
ley,  Octobers,  1893,  and  James  Edward,  January 
27,  1895. 

Alfred  W.  Pickett  is  an  affable  and  courteous 
man,  and  his  progressive  spirit  has  placed  him 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  Ralls  County,  while 
his  sterling  character  and  his  support  of  all  move¬ 
ments  for  advancement  have  won  for  him  the 
esteem  of  his  many  friends  and  neighbors.  In 
his  political  affiliation  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  its  principles. 


WILLIAM  G.  PHILLIPS,  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  estates  in  Ralls 
County,  is  now  living  in  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  was  born  January  2,  1844.  His 
parents  were  John  R.  and  Polly  (Guthrie)  Phil¬ 
lips,  both  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father  was 
born  in  Casey  County  in  1792,  and  the  mother 
in  Marion  County  in  the  year  1801.  John  R. 
Phillips  was  ninety-five  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  decease,  and  his  wife  ninety-three. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  joined  in  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  where  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  until  1832,  the  year  in  which  they 
came  to  Ralls  County.  They  at  once  located  in 
Clay  Township,  choosing  for  their  future  home 
the  tract  of  land  on  which  our  subject  is  now  re¬ 
siding.  They  were  successful  in  their  farming 
ventures  and  were  people  highly  regarded  in 
their  community.  They  were  regular  attendants 
and  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
in  politics  the  father  was  a  Whig  first,  afterward 
he  joined  the  Know-Nothing  party  and  finally 


voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  the  owner 
of  many  slaves  and  large  landed  interests. 

To  John  R.  and  Polly  Phillips  there  were  born 
two  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows :  Eliza¬ 
beth,  deceased ;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Galla- 
her,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Big  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church  of  this  county;  Charles  H.  is  farming  in 
Johnson  County,  Mo.;  Prances  Ellen,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  T.  Carothers, 
who  resides  in  Clarence,  Mo.,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grain  commission  business;  and 
William  G.,  of  this  sketch. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Mary  D.  Greenwood,  who 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  July  6,  1804.  She  became 
the  mother  of  two  daughters  and  departed  this 
life  July  16,  1828.  Her  children  were  Catherine 
D.,  now  the  widow  of  John  W.  Minor,  who  lives 
in  Marion  County,  and  Mary  A.,  who  married 
Warren  F.  Spencer;  both  are  deceased.  Mrs. 
Polly  Phillips  was  likewise  married  twice.  Her 
first  union  was  with  Sterling  Colter,  who  was 
born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  in  1794,  and  died 
December  26,  1827.  By  her  union  with  that  gen¬ 
tleman  there  were  born  two  children:  Sterling, 
Jr.,  living  at  Santa  Rosa,  Cal.,  a  retired  farmer; 
and  Martha,  the  widow  of  John  P.  Smith,  who 
makes  her  home  in  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  farm  and 
has  made  that  place  his  home  all  his  life,  with  the 
exception  of  six  years.  He  was  thirty-three  years 
of  age  when  he  left  home  and  for  two  years 
farmed  in  the  vicinity.  He  then  went  to  Shelby 
County  and  remained  there  two  years,  after 
which  he  spent  the  same  length  of  time  in  La¬ 
fayette  County,  Mo.  He  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  and  also  at 
Van  Rensselaer  Academy,  where  he  was  a  student 
for  two  years.  He  is  a  thorough  farmer,  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the  business  and 
has  met  with  success  from  the  first.  The  lady 
to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  July  30,  1877,  was  Miss  Emma  Greer,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Virginia.  She  departed  this  life 
June  26,  1883,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 
Thr4  years  thereafter  Mr.  Phillips  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Loftiss,  who  was  born 
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in  Lewis  County,  October  14,  1858.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Elizabetli 
(Johnson)  Loftiss,  natives  of  Kentucky,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  this  State  and  made  their 
home  in  Lewis  County,  where  ]\Irs.  Loftiss  died. 
The  father  then  went  to  Willow  Springs,  How¬ 
ell  County,  Mo.,  where  he  still  makes  his  home 
and  is  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  To 
them  were  born  two  daughters:  Mrs.  Phillips 
and  Rosa,  now  deceased.  To  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  there  have  been  born  two  sons: 
Hubert  R.  and  Thomas  Elmore.  The  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  of  which  Mr.  Phillips  is  the 
proprietor  forms  one  of  the  best  estates  in  the 
county.  It  is  well-tilled  and  contains  a  substan¬ 
tial  set  of  all  necessary  outbuildings,  besides  a 
comfortable  residence.  He  has  never  aspired  to 
office  holding,  his  entire  time  being  taken  up 
with  operating  his  large  tract  of  land.  He  is, 
however,  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  socially  is  a 
Mason  and  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  an 
active  worker  in  its  various  departments  of  use¬ 
fulness. 


JOHN  A.  ARTHUR,  one  of  the  old  residents 
of  Pike  County,  has  been  actively  identified 
with  its  practical  and  prosperous  farmers 
for  many  years  and  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  and 
valuable  farm  on  Section  6,  Township  54,  Range 
2.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having  been  born 
in  Buffalo  Township,  some  five  miles  south  of 
Louisiana,  May  2,  1830.  He  was  the  eldest  of  the 
family  born  to  Masten  H.  and  Bersheba  (Butts) 
Arthur,  three  of  whom  survive:  John  A.,  Jane 
E.,  now  the  widow ‘of  William  Eerguson,  and 
Nancy  A.,  the  wife  of  James  Henderson. 

Masten  H.  Arthur  was  born  in  Bedford  County, 
\"a.,  and  was  a  small  boy  at  the  time  of  his  par¬ 
ent’s’  emigration  to  Tennessee.  In  that  State  he 
grew  to  mature  years  and,  being  ambitious  to 
get  on  well  in  the  world,  he  removed  to  Missouri, 
arriving  here  in  1828.  He  at  once  made  location 
in  Pike  County  and  began  for  himself  as  a  renter. 


For  twelve  years  he  continued  in  this  manner, 
living  economically  and  frugally,  so  that  in  1840 
he  was  enabled  to  purchase  property  of  his  own. 
He  entered  some  eighty  acres  at  this  time  and 
began  farming  under  brighter  auspices,  reaping 
the  full  benefit  of  his  labor.  He  lived  on  that 
tract  until  1850,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  moved 
to  a  point  about  one-half  mile  south  of  where  our 
subject  is  now  residing  and  where  he  lived  for 
the  succeeding  eight  years.  He  then  exchanged 
his  place  for  what  is  now  known  as  the  Kelso 
Farm,  making  his  home  there  until  advanced  in 
years.  His  next  move  found  him  located  on  an 
estate  three  miles  west  of  Bowling  Green,  where 
his  death  occurred  two  years  later — April  6,  1886. 
He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  by  which  he  was  honored  in  1848  by  having 
his  name  placed  on  the  ticket  as  candidate  for  the 
office  of  County  Assessor.  After  his  election  by 
a  handsome  majority  he  devoted  himself  to  dis¬ 
charging  the  duties  of  the  office  with  such  zeal 
and  justice  that  he  was  twice  re-elected,  filling 
the  position  for  three  consecutive  terms.  In  1856 
he  was  elected  to  fill  the  office  of  Sheriff,  and  on 
the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  chosen  as  his 
own  successor.  In  consideration  of  his  faithful 
services  his  friends  in  i860  placed  him  in  nomi¬ 
nation  for  public  Administrator  and  for  three  suc¬ 
cessive  terms  he  was  the  incumbent  of  this  office, 
retiring  from  political  life  in  1872.  He  was  a  pro¬ 
gressive  man  and  liberal  to  a  degree  which  event¬ 
ually  caused  him  to  become  bankrupt.  No  man 
who  he  considered  worthy  ever  applied  to  him  for 
assistance  in  vain.  He  was  kind  by  nature  and 
through  his  generosity  and  genial  disposition  en¬ 
deared  himself  to  all  who  knew  him.,  and  by  his 
death  Pike  County  lost  one  of  its  most  enterpris¬ 
ing  citizens. 

Mrs.  Bersheba  (Butts)  Arthur,  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  fairly 
well  educated.  A  number  of  years  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  her  eyesight  began  to  fail  and,  though  the 
best  oculists  in  the  state  were  called  to  treat  her, 
the  case  proved  a  hopeless  one  and  she  became 
totally  blind. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  his  parents'  roof  and  acquired  a  very 
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limited  education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  that 
early  day.  On  arriving  at  the  age  when  it  became 
necessary  for  him  to  choose  a  vocation  he  de¬ 
cided  to  follow  the  kind  of  life  to  which  he  had 
been  trained — that  of  farming.  He  was  married 
at  this  time,  October  31,  1852,  to  Miss  Rhoda 
Nally,  and  with  his  young  bride  began  to  work 
for  himself  on  a  rented  tract  of  land.  He  went  to 
work  with  a  light  heart  and  strong  hands,  and 
after  two  years,  so  well  did  he  prosper,  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  sixty-four  acres  of  land. 
From  this  time  on  he  rapidly  acquired  property, 
adding  to  his  modest  farm  from  time  to  time  until 
he  became  the  possessor  of  two  hundred  and  six 
acres.  Although  during  his  later  years  he  has 
many  times  become  embarrassed  on  account  of 
going  security  for  friends,  he  has  retained  pos¬ 
session  of  his  property,  and  is  now  even  with  the 
world. 

Mr.  Arthur  has  been  three  times  married,  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Nally  resulting  in  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Those  living  are:  Masten  B.,  William  D.,  Theo¬ 
dosia  B.  M.,  Dennis,  Matilda  H.  and  John  C. 
August  25,  1863,  the  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life,  leaving  a  loving  family  to  mourn  her 
loss.  In  1864  Mr.  Arthur  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Spencer,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Spencer,  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families 
of  this  State.  Her  father  served  through  the  War 
of  1812  as  one  of  the  famous  Texas  Rangers.  In 
1803  a  military  commander  ceded  Buffalo  Lake 
to  Mr.  Spencer,  and  the  Government  later  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  ownership  of  the  same.  The 
Spencer  family  for  many  years  did  a  thriving 
business  in  the  salt  trade,  and  an  order  for  this 
commodity,  dated  1805,  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  our  subject,  it  having  been  found  among  some 
of  the  old  papers  belonging  to  the  family.  The 
children  born  of  our  subject’s  marriage  with  Miss 
Spencer  numbered  seven,  five  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Mary  C.,  Rhoda  E.,  Sarah,  Warren  and 
Reuben  Clay.  Clay  is  a  progressive  young  farmer 
and  is  still  at  home  attending  to  the  management 
of  the  old  place.  Mrs.  Arthur  was  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Her  death  occurred 


January  25,  1875.  Mr.  Arthur  and  Mrs.  Eliza  A. 
Spencer,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Spencer,  were 
united  in  marriage  June  12,  1875.  She  is  a  woman 
of  intelligence  and  pleasing  address,  and  by  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of 
a  daughter,  Ella,  who  died  when  eighteen  months 
old. 

“Uncle  Johnny,”  as  our  subject  is  familiarly 
called,  possesses  a  remarkable  memory  and  can 
relate  many  interesting  tales  of  bygone  days.  He 
has  never  aspired  to  office-holding,  though  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  repeatedly  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board.  His  affiliation  is 
with  the  Democratic  party,  for  whose  candidates 
he  has  always  voted.  He  has  ever  been  greatly 
interested  in  all  measures  relating  to  the  good  of 
his  community  and  has  been  especially  active  in 
school  work.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  during  his  earlier 
years  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  church  matters. 


JOHN  S.  M’CLINTIC,  who  lives  on  Section 
6,  Township  56,  Range  8,  Marion  County, 
is  one  of  the  wealthy  and  prosperous  agri¬ 
culturists  of  this  region.  He  has  dwelt  on  this 
homestead  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  during 
this  period  has  made  a  number  of  important  im¬ 
provements  and  changes  on  the  place.  He  is  a 
man  of  practical  information,  entertaining  as  a 
conversationalist  and  is  thoroughly  public  spir¬ 
ited.  During  the  late  Civil  War  he  did  gallant 
service  in  the  Confederate  Army,  entering  the 
ranks  when  a  mere  youth  and  taking  part  in 
many  skirmishes  and  well-known  engagements. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  large  family  born  to 
William  and  Nancy  H.  (Byrd)  McClintic,  the 
others  being  named  as  follows:  Andrew  B.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Susan,  wife  of  James  Argyle,  a  carpen¬ 
ter  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.;  James,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Montana;  Elizabeth,  Avho  resides 
in  Augusta  County,  Va.;  James,  a  farmer  of  this 
township;  Hamilton,  deceased;  Jacob,  who  ope¬ 
rates  a  plantation  in  Virginia;  Alice,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Winfrey,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  now 
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located  in  Augusta  County,  Va.;  Sallie,  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Crawford  of  the  same  county:  Myra,  who  is 
unmarried,  and  resides  with  her  next  elder  sis¬ 
ter;  Ella,  wife  of  Ed  McClintic,  a  third  cousin), 
of  Washington  State;  and  Hugh,  who  is  studying 
for  the  ministry  in  Bath  County,  Va.  William 
McClintic  was  born  October  12,  1814,  and  passed 
his  entire  life  in  Virginia.  He  was  a  farmer  of 
good  ability,  for  many  years  served  as  County 
Surveyor,  and  also  held  the  office  of  Sheriff  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  for  four  years.  He  died 
March  12,  1889,  having  the  love  and  High  re¬ 
gard  of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His  wife,  Nancy, 
who  was  also  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  the  date 
of  her  birth  being  March  15,  1822,  was  called 
to  her  reward  March  15,  1894. 

A  native  of  the  western  part  of  Virginia,  J.  S. 
McClintic  was  born  December  10,  1844,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  in  an  uneventful  manner  up 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  Army  as  a  private  in  Ross’  Bri¬ 
gade,  Hampton’s  Division,  and  continued  to 
serve  for  three  years.  During  this  period  he  took 
part  in  a  number  of  hot  skirmishes,  the  first  be¬ 
ing  that  of  Orange  Court  House,  August  2,  1862, 
after  which  followed  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  others.  On  one  occasion  he  was  shot 
through  the  left  shoulder  with  the  result  that  he 
was  not  able  to  rejoin  his  comrades  for  six 
months.  He  was  wounded  in  Prince  Edward 
County  at  Sycamore  Church,  September  16, 
1864,  being  then  a  member  of  Company  G, 
Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment  of  Cavalry.  When 
the  clouds  of  battle  had  rolled  away  he  returned 
home  and  remained  there,  engaged  in  assisting 
his  father  in  the  farm  work,  for  some  six  years. 

October  i,  1867,  Mr.  McClintic  and  Susan  A. 
McClintic,  a  cousin,  were  united  in  marriage,  and 
the  following  year  went  to  housekeeping  on  a 
farm  which  belonged  to  our  subject’s  father.  A 
year  later  he  and  his  young  wife  went  to  live  at 
her  father’s  home,  but  October  27,  1871,  emi¬ 
grated  to  Marion  County  and  for  nine  years 
rented  a  farm.  In  1880  Mr.  McClintic  purchased 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his 
energies. 


The  parents  of  our  subject’s  wife  were  Alex¬ 
ander  H.  and  Alice  (McClintic)  IMcClintic,  who 
were  also  cousins.  They  lived  and  died  in  Bath 
County,  Va.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  July, 
1810,  departed  this  life  May  25,  1876,  and  the 
mother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  July,  1812,  died 
in  September,  1878.  Mrs.  McClintic  is  one  of 
five,  the  others  being  James  M.,  who  has  never 
married,  and  who  is  still  living  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Bath  County,  Va.;  Sarah  H.,  wife  of 
John  P.  McDaniel,  of  the  same  county;  Mary 
A.,  who  is  unmarried,  and  still  resides  in  Bath 
County;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  H.  Ar- 
buckle,  a  merchant  in  Gillmer  County,  W.  Va. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClintic  has  been 
blessed  by  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Jasper  N. 
and  Clarence  A.  are  still  living  with  their  parents, 
but  the  only  daughter,  Delia  A.,  was  killed  by 
lightning  October  25,  1880,  when  in  her  eleventh 
year.  Mrs.  McClintic  was  born  in  Bath  County, 
Va.,  November  2,  1843,  there  grew  to  wom¬ 
anhood,  receiving  good  school  advantages.  She 
is  a  most  estimable  lady  and  deserves  a  share  of 
the  credit  which  is  due  her  husband  for  the 
manly  way  in  which  he  has  met  and  overcome 
the  obstacles  lying  in  his  pathway.  He  is  an 
adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  with  which 
he  has  been  affiliated  since  casting  his  first  Pres¬ 
idential  ballot. 


JOHN  C.  COONTZ,  foreman  of  the  lumber 
yards  of  Herriman  &  Curb  Company,  of 
Hannibal,  is  a  native  of  that  city,  having 
been  born  here  July  25,  1850.  His  parents  were 
Rezin  E.  and  Mary  E.  (Holliday)  Coontz,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
Va.,  April  10,  1810.  He  was  a  miller  and  mill¬ 
wright  by  trade  and  emigrated  to  Missouri  in 
the  year  1836,  locating  at  Florida,  Monroe 
County,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  then 
four  years  at  Barnes’  Mills,  Ralls  County.  He 
made  his  home  there  for  four  years  and  then 
removed  to  Hannibal  where  he  plied  his  trade 
for  a  time  and  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
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ness.  In  1850  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  serving  for  a  period  of  six  years. 
During  1874-75  he  was  Deputy  County  Collec¬ 
tor,  of  which  position  he  was  the  incumbent  at 
the  time  of  his  decease,  March  14,  of  the  latter 
year.  In  politics  he  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles. 

The  Coontz  family  came  to  America  in  1716, 
from  portions  of  Germany.  Grandfather  Jacob 
Coontz  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  which  State  he 
became  well  and  favorably  known.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  also  a  Virginian,  having  been 
born  in  Berkeley  County,  in  August,  1808.  Her 
parents  were  James  A.  and  Elizabeth  Holliday. 
She  lived  until  1876,  and  April  17  of  that  year 
departed  this  life,  firm  in  the  faith  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

To  Rezin  E.  Coontz  and  wife  there  was  born 
a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  George,  Rob¬ 
ert,  Charles,  Mary  E.,  Ellen,  Benton,  Josephine, 
Cameron  T.  are  deceased.  The  only  member  of 
the  family  now  living  besides  our  subject  is 
Laura,  now  Mrs.  T.  M.  Robinson,  living  in 
Brookfield,  Mo. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Han¬ 
nibal,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
supplementing  the  knowledge  gained  therein  by 
a  two  years’  course  at  the  Rensselaer  Academy. 
When  completing  his  education  he  engaged  as 
clerk  on  one  of  the  packets  plying  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  different  boats 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  The  following  two 
years  were  spent  in  the  grocery  business  in  which 
his  father  was  engaged,  and  in  1873  he  went  to 
Texas,  being  employed  while  there  as  freighter. 

After  spending  two  years  in  the  Lone  Star 
State,  Mr.  Coontz  returned  to  Hannibal  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  with  Herriman  &  Curb  Com¬ 
pany,  in  whose  employ  he  has  been  for  the  past 
eleven  years,  as  foreman  of  the  yards.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  married  July  13,  1876,  to  Miss  Catherine, 
the  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Catherine  Dumer, 
natives  of  Germany,  and  who  are  now  residents 
of  Hannibal.  The  seven  children  which  they 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood  are  named 
respectively:  Peter,  Catherine,  Anna,  Mary, 

Martin,  Benton  and  Rosy. 


To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  five  children,  namely:  John  C., 
May,  Claybourne  F.,  Ruth  and  George.  The 
two  last  named  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Goontz  is  a 
member  of  the  Park  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  to  repre¬ 
sent  his  ward  in  the  City  Council  in  1892.  So 
well  did  he  fulfill  the  wishes  and  desires  of  his 
constituents  that  he  was  again  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  in  1894,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
on  the  board.  He  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity, 
faithful  to  the  trust  imposed  in  him  and  has  so 
conducted  himself  as  a  citizen  and  business  man 
as  to  win  the  regard  and  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 


Frederick louis  dubach,  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  is  living  a  retired  life  in  his  elegant 
home  which  he  erected  in  1866  on  Fifth 
Street.  He  comes  from  a  noble  family,  is  gen¬ 
erous  and  charitable  to  all  and  enjoys  the  respect 
and  affection  of  all  who  have  known  him.  His 
brother,  David  Dubach,  another  prominent  citi¬ 
zen  of  Hannibal,  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  and  in  his  history  may  be  found  a 
full  sketch  of  our  subject’s  parents  and  their 
early  experiences  in  America. 

John  A.,  father  of  F.  L.  Dubach,  was  born 
in  Canton  Berne,  February  29,  1794,  and  was 
Drought  up  by  his  father  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
the  elder  Dubach  owning  an  Alpine  homestead. 
In  1820  John  A.  Dubach  left  his  native  land  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  New  World,  in  company 
with  a  colony  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
persons,  many  of  whom  perished  in  the  bleak 
Hudson  Bay  regions,  whither  they  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  go  by  English  speculators.  After  many 
vicissitudes  John  A.  Dubach  settled  on  a  rented 
farm  in  Switzerland  County,  Inch,  and  later 
moved  to  Madison,  Ind.,  where  he  was  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  business  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  i,  1837.  His  wife, 
who  was  before  their  marriage  IMaria  C.  Van 
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Gunten,  born  in  1800,  was  wedded  to  him  about 
a  year  and  a  half  before  they  left  Switzerland. 
She  was  a  woman  of  great  courage  and  endur¬ 
ance,  one  who  always  looked  on  the  bright  side 
and  always  acted  according  to  the  dictates  of 
her  conscience.  She  died  May  24,  1880,  in  the 
Lutheran  faith,  to  which  she  had  been  reared. 
She  was  a  great  lover  of  nature,  and  only  a  few 
days  before  her  death  said  to  her  daugliter, 
“How  beautiful  everything  is  around  us.” 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  John  A.  Du- 
bach  and  wife,  John  is  deceased;  Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  Edmond  P.  Gillette,  died  March  31,  1864; 
David  resides  in  Hannibal;  Frederick  L.  is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Charlotte  M.  resides  in 
a  house  which  was  built  especially  Tor  her  and 
her  mother,  and  is  adjacent  to  the  one  occupied 
by  our  subject;  Rachel  died  in  childhood  and 
George  W.  died  June  24,  1872.  He  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  Sixty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  in 
1861,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  taken  pris¬ 
oner  at  Mumfordsville,  Ky.,  and  was  finally  dis¬ 
charged  on  account  of  disability  as  he  had  lost  his 
health  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  Though 
he  went  to  Europe,  hoping  for  benefit  from  travel 
and  change  of  air,  disease  had  fastened  on  him 
and  his  life  soon  passed  away. 

F.  L.  Dubach  was  born  July  22,  1828,  in  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  Ind.,  and  his  education  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  public  schools  of  Madison.  Learn¬ 
ing  the  painter’s  trade  he  was  specially  employed 
on  steamboat  painting  until  1864.  That  year  he 
embarked  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grocery 
business  at  Madison  in  company  with  John  J. 
Craig,  the  firm  being  known  as  Craig,  Dubach 
&  Co.  In  April,  1866,  he  joined  his  brother 
David,  of  Hannibal,  in  the  lumber  business  and 
this  connection  existed  until  1890,  when  the 
firm  sold  out  their  lumber  and  planing  business, 
both  brothers  retiring.  Mr.  Dubach  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Delies  Lumber  Company  of  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  and  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
is  interested  in  lands  in  this  county  and  in  Boone 
County,  la.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Hannibal  Milling  Company,  part  owner  of  the 
Park  Hotel  of  this  city,  and  owns  stock  in  the 


First  National  Bank,  the  Farmers’  and  IMer- 
chants’  Bank,  and  the  Bank  of  Hannibal. 

On  April  20,  1854,  was  celebrated  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  F.  L.  Dubach  and  Louise  Z.,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Frederick  L.  and  Zelie  C.  (Simon)  Gri- 
sard,  natives  of  Switzerland.  Capt.  Grisard  was 
born  in  Canton  Berne  August  14,  1808,  and 
with  his  parents,  Frederick  and  Mary  A.,  sailed 
for  the  United  States  in  1818.  They  left  Havre, 
France,  and  arrived  in  New  York  city  at  the 
end  of  a  forty-four  days’  voyage.  Thence  they 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  from 
which  point  they  worked  their  way  down  the 
Ohio  River  in  flat-boats.  December  15,  1818, 
they  reached  the  new  town  of  Vevay,  Ind., 
which  had  been  laid  out  about  four  years  pre¬ 
viously.  After  putting  up  a  log  cabin  in  the 
woods  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  of  black- 
smithing  and  cleared  his  land.  Among  these 
primitive  surroundings  Frederick  L.  Grisard 
grew  to  maturity,  and  after  pursuing  a  three 
years’  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith  trade  in 
Cincinnati  returned  home  and  worked  with  his 
father.  Then  from  1838  until  1845  in 

business  alone  and  later  conducted  a  hardware 
and  agricultural  implement  business.  Many  of 
the  articles  which  he  sold  were  manufactured 
by  himself;  he  made  the  first  steel  plow  ever 
used  in  Switzerland  County,  and  assisted  in 
building  the  first  steam  engine  in  that  locality. 
In  the  course  of  time  he  accumulated  a  hand¬ 
some  fortune,  and  was  noted  for  his  public  spirit 
and  enterprise.  After  the  organization  of  the 
county  in  1840  he  was  made  the  first  Treasurer 
and  for  many  years  served  as  a  School  Trustee. 
From  the  start  of  the  First  National  Bank  unt'.l 
his  death  he  was  a  Director,  and  for  several 
years  was  president  of  the  Wvay,  IMt.  Sterling 
and  Versailles  Turnpike  Company.  When  he 
was  a  young  man  he  had  organized  an  artillery 
company,  of  which  he  was  Captain,  and  when 
the  war  broke  out  Gov.  IMorton  made  him  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company  of  artillery.  This  proved  very 
disastrous  to  him,  as  his  large  warehouses,  con¬ 
taining  much  personal  property,  but  supposed 
to  hold  Government  supplies,  were  burned  to 
the  ground  by  Confederate  sympathizers.  He 
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was  married  April  24,  1828,  to  Miss  Simon,  who 
was  born  December  7,  1807,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  by  seven  children.  Of  these  Lucilla 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Jagers;  Ferret  J.  is  de¬ 
ceased;  Rudolph  F.  was  killed  while  trying  to 
rescue  a  little  girl  who  was  in  danger  of  being 
run  over  by  a  horse;  Zella  C.  married  A.  P.  Du- 
four  of  Vevay,  Ind.;  and  the  younger  ones  are 
Fred  L.  and  James  S.  Capt.  Grisard  died  in 
Vevay  January  30,  1880,  and  his  widow  died 
in  the  same  place  in  November,  1892.  Her 
father  was  educated  and  was  a  professor  in  the 
Switzerland  College.  He  was  one  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  victims  of  the  colonization  scheme  pre¬ 
viously  referred  to  and  with  his  family  suffered 
great  losses  and  privations.  He  finally  safely 
arrived  in  Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  in  August, 
1823,  having  traversed  many  hundred  miles  of 
the  wilderness  lying  between  the  Red  River  of 
the  North  and  the  United  States  domains.  Mrs. 
Zelie  C.  Grisard  and  her  mother  were  among 
the  first  white  women  who  ever  made  this  long 
and  hazardous  journey. 

The  wife  of  F.  L.  Dubach  was  born  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  County,  Ind.,  IMay  26,  1835,  and  was 
there  reared  to  womanhood.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children,  of  whom  but  one,  George 
G.,  of  Hannibal,  survives.  The  others,  Alary  L., 
Louisa  Z.,  and  William  T.,  died  in  childhood. 
Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  former  being  one  of 
the  ruling  Elders.  In  politics  he  is  an  unwaver¬ 
ing  Republican. 


JOHN  M.  WATTS  is  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  born  May  9,  1853,  and  is  of  Ger¬ 
man  descent,  his  great-grandfather  Watts 
emigrating  from  that  country  to  Culpeper 
County,  Va.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  Grand¬ 
father  Watts  emigrated  from  Culpeper  County, 
Va.,  to  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  the  balance 
of  his  days.  He  reared  a  large  family,  of  whoni 
George  W.  Watts,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one.  George  W.  Watts  was  reared  in  Kentucky 


and  early  in  life  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  tan¬ 
ner’s  trade.  He  worked  at  that  trade  until  his 
removal  to  St.  Charles  County,  AIo.,  about  1835. 
He  was  first  married  in  Kentucky  to  Aliss  Alat- 
hews,  and  by  that  marriage  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Frances,  who  married  H.  Alexander,  lo¬ 
cated  in  Ralls  County,  but  is  now  living  in  Kan¬ 
sas,  near  Eureka  Springs;  James,  the  second  child, 
died  in  early  manhood.  After  his  marriage  the 
father  of  .our  subject  moved  to  St.  Charles 
County,  AIo.,  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  On 
the  death  of  his  wife  he  removed  to  Ralls  County, 
AIo.,  and  subsequently  married  Pauline  Farrell,  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  Shortly  after  this  marriage 
he  returned  to  St.  Charles  County,  where  he  died 
in  1856.  By  the  second  union  were  born  four 
children,  of  whom  three  lived  to  maturity  and 
one  died  an  infant.  The  living  are:  Sarah  AT,  who 
first  married  Orin  Kenney,  and  later  William 
Eles,  and  who  died  in  June,  1893;  John  AT,  our 
subject;  Ella,  who  married  Charles  AI.  Owens, 
and  resides  at  Huntington,  Ralls  County.  The 
one  dying  in  infancy  was  named  Simeon. 

John  AI.  Watts,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
left  fatherless  at  the  age  of  three  years.  He  re¬ 
mained  at  home  attending  the  common  schools 
as  the  opportunity  was  aflorded  him  until  he  was 
ten  years  old.  He  then  commenced  working  for 
Stephen  D.  Ely  by  the  month,  receiving  five  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  as  wages.  This,  however,  was 
paid  him  in  corn,  the  amount  received  being  five 
barrels  at  five  dollars  per  barrel.  During  the 
season  he  plowed  sixty  acres  of  corn  the  last 
time  by  himself,  which  was  certainly  a  good  task 
for  a  ten-year-old  boy.  He  continued  working 
by  the  month  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he 
rented  land  and  planted  a  crop.  The  land  was 
new  and  had  just  been  cleared  from  the  timber 
and  was  broken  by  him  and  another  boy  his  own 
age.  This  crop  he  lost  entirely  by  the  overflow 
of  Salt  River.  For  the  two  succeeding  years  he 
worked  by  the  month  for  his  brother-in-law, 
Orin  Kenney,  receiving  a  portion  of  the  crop  in 
payment.  He  again  rented  land  and  continued 
to  do  so  until  his  marriage.  In  the  meantime  he 
worked  at  intervals  with  his  brother-in-law,  Chas. 
AI.  Owens,  at  manufacturing  chairs. 
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On  January  i,  1880,  Mr.  Watts  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  C.  Baxter,  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  born  November  14,  1859,  the  daughter 
of  John  R.  and  Minerva  (Richards)  Baxter, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
After  his  marriage  he  rented  a  farm  in  the  Salt 
River  bottom  in  Saline  Township,  wdiere  he  re¬ 
mained  one  season  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.  This,  however,  in¬ 
cluded  sixty-seven  acres  that  his  wife  received 
from  her  father’s  estate.  Since  then  he  has  pur¬ 
chased  at  clifYerent  times  until  he  now  owns  three 
hundred  and  ten  acres.  In  1881  he  erected  a  resi¬ 
dence  to  which  he  has  since  made  additions,  mak¬ 
ing  the  present  comfortable  home  in  which  the 
family  resides.  He  has  followed  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising,  in  connection  with  wdiich 
he  has  operated  a  threshing  machine  for  the  last 
twenty  years. 

By  the  union  of  John  iM.  Watts  and  May  C. 
Baxter  nine  children  have  been  born,  all  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  lone,  born  November  30,  1880; 
Lera,  born  August  24,  1882;  George  i\I.,  born 
Februar}'  3,  1885;  Baxter,  born  September  i, 
1886;  Lonley,  born  January  16,  1888;  Una  D., 
born  October  26,  1889;  Alargaret  E.,  born  July 
23,  1891 ;  William  IMay,  born  November  25,  1893; 
Susan  Angelia,  born  January  27,  1895.  It  is 
worthy  of  mention  that  in  the  large  family  of  lit¬ 
tle  ones  they  have  never  had  occasion  to  employ 
a  physician. 

Our  subject  can  truly  be  said  to  be  a  self-made 
man,  never  receiving  help  from  any  source,  with 
the  exception  of  the  land  of  his  wife.  He  is  a 
remarkable  example  of  what  it  is  possible  to 
accomplish  by  industry  and  energy.  From  the 
time  he  was  ten  years  old  he  worked  to  support 
his  widowed  mother  and  sister.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  since  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Watts  is  also  a  member  of 
the  ’same  church.  Their  membership  is  with  the 
Ariel  congregation,  of  which  he  has  been  dea¬ 
con  for  eighteen  vears.  He  has  also  held  the 
office  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  An  earnest  and 
consistent  man,  he  is  always  a  ready  contributor 
to  church  or  benevolent  purposes.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Ralls 


Lodge  No.  33,  A.  F.  and  A.  ^L,  at  Center,  Mo. 
Since  living  on  his  present  place  Mr.  Watts  has 
engaged  in  stock-feeding  and  shipping,  and 
usually  has  a  load  or  two  of  his  own  stock  to  ship 
each  season.  He  also  buys  and  ships  from  Hunt¬ 
ington,  the  first  carload  of  stock  shipped  from  that 
point  being  by  }klr.  Watts.  In  1891,  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  Theodore  Baxter,  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Huntington,  but  continued 
in  that  line  only  six  months,  when  he  sold  out  to 
his  partner,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to 
other  interests. 


WILLIAM  H.  WHALEY.  This  gentle¬ 
man  and  his  family  are  numbered 
among  the  best  citizens  of  Ralls 
County  and  have  a  pleasant,  happy  home  on  Sec¬ 
tion  24,  Clay  Township.  He  is  a  pioneer  of  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  w’here  his  birth  occurred  January  6, 
1836,  and  it  was  not  until  1882  that  he  cast  his  lot 
with  the  inhabitants  of  this  region. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Capt.  Franklin  Whaley, 
was  born  September  27,  1807,  in  Bourbon 
County,  Ky.,  and  died  in  January,  1893.  He  won 
his  title  in  the  Black  HawL  War,  and  was  a  man 
possessing  the  true  frontier  spirit.  With  his  par¬ 
ents  he  came  to  Marion  County,  i\Io.,  in  1819,  and 
remained  in  that  locality  the  rest  of  his  life.  As 
an  agriculturist  he  was  very  successful  and  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  and  many  slaves.  A  man  of 
good  education  and  superior  attainments,  he  en¬ 
joyed  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  and  was 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  be  the  second 
County  Surveyor  of  iMarion  County.  His  father 
was  the  first  Surveyor  of  IMarion  County,  the 
duties  of  which  lie  discharged  in  an  able  manner. 
Capt.  Whaley  returned  to  Bourbon  County  and 
there  married  Sarah  A.  Landers,  February  12, 
1835.  She  was  born  in  that  county  January  30, 
1814,  and  died  March  21,  1876.  By  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  William  H.  being  the  eldest.  Charles  E.  is  a 
retired  merchant  of  Palmyra,  i\Io.,  and  the  others 
are  deceased.  Frances  C.,  was  the  wife  of  James 
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E.  King,  Collector  of  Marion  County,  and  the 
younger  ones  bore  the  names  of  John  T.  and 
Franklin  L. 

The  boyhood  of  Mr.  Whaley  passed  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  the  greater  portion 
of  his  time  being  devoted  to  giving  such  assist¬ 
ance  to  his  father  as  was  in  his  power.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  dwell  under  the  parental  roof  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  settled  on  a 
farm  near  West  Ely,  Marion  County,  and  im¬ 
proved  the  homestead,  which  numbered  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres.  After  cultivating  the  place 
for  twenty-one  years  he  sold  out  and  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  four  hundred  acres. 

November  i,  1859,  Whaley  and  Willie  A. 
Nichols  were  united  in  marriage  in  Marion 
County.  The  lady  was  born  in  Chambersburg, 
Clark  County,  Mo.,  January  13,  1839,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mahala  (Worthington) 
Nichols.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Scotland, 
was  educated  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry  and 
died  prior  to  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Whaley  (1838). 
His  wife  was  born  in  New  Castle,  Ky.,  May  20, 
1814,  and  died  January  6,  1889.  She  was  married 
in  Chambersburgh,  Mo.,  and  was  left  a  widow  ere 
four  months  had  elapsed.  In  1848  she  became 
the  wife  of  John  Bush,  a  native  of  Pendleton 
County,  Ky.  He  emigrated  to  Miller  Township, 
Marion  County,  in  1818,  and  continued  to  reside 
there  until  a  few  months  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1873  in  Palmyra,  when  he  was  in  his 
seventy-ninth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughters;  Dr.  Frank  W.,  who  is 
now  on  the  old  homestead  in  Marion  County; 
Laura  B.,  wife  of  John  B.  Stevenson,  a  clothing 
merchant  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa;  Charles,  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Rose  R.,  Mrs.  George  Allen,  whose 
husband  is  a  merchant  of  Monmouth,  Ill.  The 
father  of  these  children  had  previously  married 
Margaret  Garner,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  died 
in  1846,  leaving  six  children,  namely:  William 
P.,  a  stock-dealer  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.;  James 
T.,  a  retired  farmer  of  Shelbina,  Mo.;  John  S.,  a 
farmer  of  Marion  County  ;  George  W.,  a  retired 
agriculturist  of  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth, 
deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of  James  McWilliams, 
of  Texas,  and  Mary  F.,  who  married  Samuel 


Baynum,  a  farmer,  now  of  Shelbina.  Mr.  Bush 
was  a  self-made  man,  and  by  assiduous  efiort  and 
tireless  industry  became  very  wealthy,  leaving  a 
large  inheritance  to  his  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whaley  have  had  six  children,  of 
whom  the  eldest,  Ella  C.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  months;  Franklin  E.  is  a  carpenter  of  Ralls 
County;  Lulu  W.  married  S.  P.  Spalding,  a 
farmer  of  this  township;  Allen  W.  is  a  book¬ 
keeper  for  a  well-known  firm  in  Oakland,  Cal., 
and  Charles  W.  and  William  N.  are  residing  with 
their  parents. 

Mr.  Whaley  received  a  college  education,  is 
well  read  and  an  entertaining  companion.  He  is 
a  Democrat,  but  has  never  cared  to  hold  office. 
For  a  great  many  years  he  has  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  until  he 
left  Marion  County  was  an  Elder  in  Mount  Zion 
congregation. 


Richard  M.  RINGO,  now  holding  the 
responsible  position  of  Cashier  of  the 
Kirksville  Savings  Bank,  is  descended 
from  a  family  which  originated  in  Holland. 
When  the  first  representative  came  to  America  is 
unknown,  but  they  were  among  the  earliest  fam¬ 
ilies  in  Virginia,  and  at  the  present  time  many 
bearing  that  name  are  scattered  throughout  the 
South  and  West  and  are  regarded  as  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  loval  citizens. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Clay 
County,  Ind.,  February  5,  1834,  and  was  the  son 
of  William  and  Eunice  (Clinton)  Ringo.  On  his 
mother’s  side  he  is  of  Irish  extraction,  her  father 
having  been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  He  died 
when  a  young  man,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  \^ir- 
ginian  by  birth,  survived  him  sixty-four  years, 
being  aged  eighty-eight  years  at  the  time  of  her 
decease. 

William  Ringo  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass 
State  in  1798,  and  made  his  start  in  life  as  a  mail 
contractor.  He  removed  to  Indiana  in  1830  and 
made  his  home  in  the  vicinity  of  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  for  eleven  years,  when  he  again  changed  his 
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location,  this  time  coming  to  Missouri.  He  lo¬ 
cated  in  Adair  County,  where  he  owned  a  good 
farm.  To  himself  and  wife  there  were  born  thir¬ 
teen  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those 
now  living  are  James  T.,  a  retired  farmer  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  Leah,  the  widow  of  Jonathan  Ford,  is 
living  in  Green  Castle,  Sullivan  County,  iMo.; 
Richard  M.,  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth,  the  widow 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Coward,  who  was  a  Alethodist  Epis¬ 
copal  minister  of  Nevada,  Mo.;  Amanda,  the  wife 
of  Casper  Eisher,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  while  his  good  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1856,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 

Richard  M.  Ringo  was  reared  to  a  full  knowl¬ 
edge  of  farm  life,  and  in  those  early  days,  when 
very  few  of  the  farmers  possessed  plows,  he 
turned  the  primitive  soil  with  a  wooden  mold 
board,  and  harrowed  the  ground  with  a  home¬ 
made  machine  with  wooden  teeth.  When  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  of 
Adair  County,  and  was  therefore  compelled  to 
leave  the  farm  and  give  his  attention  to  the  duties 
of  that  office.  He  was  the  incumbent  of  the  same 
for  a  period  of  six  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  that  business  from  1865  to  1873,  when 
he  organized  the  Kirksville  Savings  Bank,  which 
began  operations  with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  He 
was  elected  Cashier,  which  position  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  fill.  The  bank  rapidly  grew  in  favor, 
and,  being  a  reliable  institution,  was  well  patron¬ 
ized  by  the  business  men  and  farmers  of  the 
county,  until  to-day  its  capital  stock  amounts  to 
$80,000. 

December  22,  1869,  Mr.  Ringo  was  married  to 
Miss  Quintillia  T.  Haynes,  the  daughter  of  Cyrus 
Haynes,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Her  father  was 
educated  at  Princeton,  Ky.,  for  the  ministry  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  having  “^or 
his  first  charge  a  congregation  at  Cherry  Grove, 
Knox  County,  Ill.  He  w'as  a  noted  teacher,  and 
during  the  years  in  which  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  had  among  his  students  ex-Gov.  S.  M. 
Cullom. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ringo  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  of  whom  Evelyn  Lee  died  at  the 


age  of  six  years,  and  Althea,  Ethel  and  Eugenia 
are  at  home.  Mrs.  Ringo  and  her  daughters,  Al¬ 
thea  and  Ethel,  are  members  in  excellent  standing 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  In  poli¬ 
tics  our  subject  is  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  tried 
and  true.  He  has  been  Treasurer  of  Kirksville 
and  Assessor  under  township  organization,  and 
at  the  present  writing  is  Treasurer  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Kirksville,  i\Io.  Socially  he  is 
a  IMason  of  high  standing,  taking  great  interest  in 
that  order. 


Andrew  jackson  asbury.  it  is 

safe  to  say  that  no  one  is  more  popular 
in  Macon  County  than  our  subject,  who 
fills  the  responsible  position  of  Sheriff  of  the 
county,  discharging  the  duties  of  this  office  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people. 
He  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  having  been  born  in 
Howard  County  April  22,  1855.  He  is  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Downing)  Asbury, 
natives  of  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  where  the  for¬ 
mer  was  born  IMarch  4,  1812.  Thomas  Asbury 
was  the  son  of  Calvin  Asbury,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  all  his 
life.  He  came  to  Howard  County,  this  State,  in 
1838.  He  removed  to  IMarion  County  about 
1865  and  W'as  a  resident  there  for  seven  years 
when  he  came  to  Macon  County.  He  was  widely 
knowm  in  this  section  as  a  substantial  and  pro¬ 
gressive  tiller  of  the  soil  and  died  within  the  con¬ 
fines  of  this  county  January  26,  1888.  His  wdfe 
died  January  15,  1885.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
the  eldest  son,  killed  during  the  late  w'ar  in  the 
battle  of  Kirksville,  August  14,  1863,  being  at  the 
time  a  member  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Missouri 
Cavalry;  Dennis,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  IMacon 
County,  died  in  1885;  Mary,  wdio  married  James 
E.  Sickles  and  is  living  on  a  farm,  this  county; 
Louisa  J.,  the  wife  of  William  Neff,  an  agricultur¬ 
ist  of  this  section;  Calvin,  a  soldier  and  like  his 
brother  a  member  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Mis- 
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souri  Cavalry,  died  in  Howard  County  in  1864; 
Margaret  E.,  who  married  James  K.  Evans  and 
on  his  death  married  A.  Billings,  departed  this 
life  January  4,  1895,  in  Macon;  Milton,  who  died 
in  early  childhood;  George  W.,  who  is  a  farmer 
of  this  county;  Andrew  J.,  our  subject,  the  young¬ 
est  member  of  the  parental  household.  The 
latter  was  reared  to  farm  life,  but  in  1890  came  to 
Macon  City  and  established  himself  in  the  grocery 
business,  carrying  on  a  thriving  trade  for  two 
years.  He  then  served  for  a  short  time  on  the  po¬ 
lice  force,  after  which  he  returned  to  farm  life. 
His  fitness  for  the  special  office  which  he  now 
occupies,  however,  was  noted  by  his  friends,  who 
brought  him  prominently  forward  in  1894  as  a 
candidate  for  the  position  of  Sheriff.  His  popu¬ 
larity  in  the  county  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority. 

Andrew  J.  Asbury  was  married  to  Jennie  B. 
Eleming  February  25,  1877.  The  lady  was  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Rebecca  Fleming,  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Asbury  was  born  in 
Blair  County,  Penn.,  in  1859  and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Harry  W.,  Frank  H.,  Jesse  T.,  Cline  R. 
and  Ruby  Kate.  The  wife  and  mother  died  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1891,  in  Macon  City.  The  lady  our  sub¬ 
ject  married  September  25,  1893,  was  Ida  AI., 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Vanatten.  Mr. 
Asbury  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
having  united  with  that  denomination  in  1872. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  His  father 
was  a  Democrat  until  Buchanan’s  time,  after 
which  he  always  cast  a  vote  in  favor  of  Republican 
candidates. 


Hon.  JACOB  H.  DICKASON,  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  Mo.  Were  it  only  for  the  present 
generation  that  this  volume  is  being  com¬ 
piled  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  give  place  on 
its  pages  for  the  worthy  citizen  whose  name  is 
presented  above,  for  he  is  so  well  and  favorably 
known  among  the  people  that  but  little  can  be 
said  of  him  not  already  familiar  to  them.  As 


history  is  written  for  the  future  so  in  a  large 
sense  is  biography,  and  to  preserve  in  a  substan¬ 
tial  book  for  one  of  Hannibal’s  most  honorable 
townsmen  is  the  object  of  this  memoir. 

The  Dickason  family  is  of  English  ancestry, 
the  founder  of  the  line  from  which  our  subject 
is  descended  coming  across  the  Atlantic  in  an 
early  day  in  the  history  of  this  county.  Alex¬ 
ander  Dickason,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  He 
was  there  reared,  and  while  in  young  manhood 
went  to  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  with  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Ford,  also  a 
native  of  Maryland.  The  husband  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  there  until  1874,  when 
he  turned  his  face  westward  and  settled  in  Han¬ 
nibal,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1884.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious 
affairs  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  was  supported 
by  his  good  wife.  She  died  in  1879.  While  they 
lived  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  all  their  children 
were  born.  Of  this  family  all  are  deceased  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject,  William  AI.,  Marga¬ 
ret,  Davis  H.,  Milton  and  James  S.  They  were 
named  respectively,  Valentine,  Elizabeth,  Alex¬ 
ander,  Jacob  H.,  William  M.,  Margaret,  Daniel, 
David  H.,  Milton,  and  James  S. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Arm- 
•strong  County,  Pa.,  September  20,  1836.  He  was 
there  reared  and  received  a  common  school 
education.  When  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  He 
journeyed  westward  until  reaching  the  pine  re¬ 
gion  of  Wisconsin,  and  remained  there,  working 
for  three  years.  He  then  came  to  Hannibal, 
having  secured  a  position  in  this  city  with  a 
lumber  firm.  A  year  later  he  made  a  trip  through 
the  Southern  States,  returning  to  Hannibal  in 
1862.  He  then  established  himself  in  the  grocery 
business,  but  he  sold  out  two  years  thereafter 
and  made  a  trip  to  Montana  with  a  stock  of 
goods,  which  he  disposed  of  advantageously. 
He  returned  the  following  year  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  plug  tobacco,  which  he  carried 
on  until  1879,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  L. 
Brickey  &  Co.  That  year  they  suffered  a  heavy 
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loss,  their  factory  being  burned  to  the  ground. 
Mr.  Dickason  then  began  dealing  in  real  estate 
and  was  also  Secretary  of  the  National  Insurance 
Company  of  Hannibal.  Two  years  later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  William 
and  William  H.  Oiorne,  and  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,  supplying  the  markets  with  rail¬ 
road  ties,  hard  wood,  etc.  This  business  they 
carried  on  extensively  until  about  five  years  ago. 
He  is  still  a  partner  of  Mr.  Oiorne,  the  firm  being 
engaged  in  the  shoe  manufacturing  business  in 
St.  Louis,  also  in  the  mercantile  trade  there  and 
in  Kansas  City,  Kan.  He  is  the  owner  of  large 
tracts  of  improved  lands  in  both  this  State  and 
Illinois,  and  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  their  supervision.  His  posses¬ 
sions  in  Pike  County,  Ill.,  amount  to  about 
fifteen  hundred  broad  acres  and  he  also  owns 
the  same  amount  in  Ralls  County,  this  State. 

Jacob  H.  Dickason  was  married  in  Hannibal, 
December  15,  1863,  to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Conway. 
She  was  born  in  Marion  County,  this  State,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Hen¬ 
dricks)  Conway,  natives  of  Kentucky.  To  them 
were  born  two  children — Samuel  M.  and  Will¬ 
iam  A.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Dickason  was  called 
upon  to  part  with  his  faithful  wife,  who  died 
October  15,  1892,  leaving  a  vacant  place  at  the 
family  fireside  that  never  can  be  filled.  She  was 
a  devoted  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Mr.  Dickason  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  belonging  to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  188, 
and  Chapter,  also  the  Knights  Templar  and 
Excalabar  Comniandery  No.  5.  He  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  in  politics. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  and 
has  served  two  terms  as  Mayor  of  Hannibal. 

Thus  briefly  has  been  given  the  life  history  of 
one  of  Hannibal’s  most  prominent  and  beloved 
citizens,  but  the  biographer’s  work  would  be  un¬ 
finished  without  a  few  closing  lines.  His  life  is  a 
daily  carrying  out  of  many  of  the  command¬ 
ments.  No  poor  person  ever  suffers  for  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  if  he  is  advised  of  the  fact.  During 
the  severe  winter  weather  when  the  cabins  of  the 
poorer  inhabitants  do  not  protect  them  from  the 


cold,  and  they  lack  the  means  even  to  purchase 
food,  fuel  from  his  bounteous  and  generous  hand 
is  quietly  laid  at  their  door.  During  the  cold 
weather  of  last  winter  the  writer  saw  many  a 
load  of  wood  being  taken  to  the  homes  of  the 
poor,  directed  by  the  watchful  eye  and  benevo¬ 
lent  hand  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Fortun¬ 
ate  is  it  indeed  that  such  a  worthy  man  has  been 
blessed  with  a  goodly  amount  of  this  world’s 
goods,  that  his  labors  have  met  with  substantial 
results,  for  it  seems  that  he  accumulates  money 
with  the  object  and  desire  of  being  a  benefit  to 
otliers  as  well  as  his  own  family.  Thus,  living 
surrounded  by  affluence  in  the  mellow  years  of 
his  life,  he  does  not  forget  the  poor,  nor  Him 
who  is  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts. 


Melville  willard  cobb,  the  lead¬ 
ing  clothier  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  was  born 
in  Greensburg,  Ind.,  March  14,  1842, 
and  is  a  son  of  Royal  P.  and  Ruth  A.  (Howard) 
Cobb.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born 
near  Rutland,  in  1815.  He  was  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
lard  Cobb,  a  descendant  of  one  of  three  broth¬ 
ers  who  sailed  from  Wales  at  an  early  day,  locat¬ 
ing  in  New  York.  Later,  one  settled  in  Georgia, 
one  in  New  York,  and  one  in  Vermont.  Willard 
Gobb  was  a  weaver  by  trade  and  left  Vermont  in 
the  twenties,  settling  in  the  State  of  Indiana  with 
his  family.  Later,  in  1846,  he  removed  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Oskaloosa  where  he  died  in  1857. 

Royal  P.  Cobb  was  reared  in  Indiana  and 
worked  on  a  farm,  going  to  school  as  opportun¬ 
ity  was  afforded  him.  Being  of  a  studious  na¬ 
ture,  he  fitted  himself  for  teaching  and  engaged 
in  that  work  for  a  time.  While  teaching,  he 
pursued  his  law  studies  and  in  1845  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  opened  an  office  in  Greensburg, 
Ind.  In  1852  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Gir- 
cuit  Gourt.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  and  in  real  estate.  In  1858,  he 
closed  out  his  business  and  moved  to  Missouri, 
settling  in  Hannibal,  where  he  resumed  his  prac- 
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tice.  In  i860,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
City  Attorney,  and  served  one  year.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Union  man,  and  in  religion  was  a  Meth¬ 
odist  in  early  life,  but  before  his  death  he  be¬ 
came  a  Spiritualist.  He  died  in  1878.  Ruth,  his 
wife,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Anna  (Tate)  Howard.  The  latter 
was  of  German  descent.  Mrs.  Cobb  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  died  in  1880,  at 
Hannibal.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Melville  W.,  our  subject;  Lois,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  John  G.  Gleason,  of  Hannibal;  James 
S.,  deceased;  Wilbert  H.,  express  agent  at  Han¬ 
nibal. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at 
Greensburg,  Ind.,  where  he  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  school.  He  was  sixteen  years 
of  age  when  the  family  left  Indiana  for  Hannibal, 
and  to  assist  the  family  he  went  into  a  print¬ 
ing  office  for  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Oska- 
loosa  to  complete  his  education.  He  returned  to 
Hannibal  and  went  to  work  in  a  tobacco  fac¬ 
tory,  and  was  in  that  employment  until  1862, 
when  he  concluded  to  take  a  hand  in  the  war, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty-eighth 
Mounted  Infantry.  He  was  detailed  for  secret 
service  in  Missouri  under  direction  of  Gen.  Hal- 
leck,  and  was  frequently  in  the  camp  of  the 
enemy,  and  often  had  close  calls  for  his  life. 
After  the  war  closed,  he  was  mustered  out,  re¬ 
turned  to  Hannibal,  and  took  a  clerkship  in  a 
dry  goods  house,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
and  then  took  charge  of  the  business  of  Bruck- 
man  &  Andrews  until  they  retired.  He  was  then 
associated  with  J.  F.  Burchard  in  the  dry  goods 
trade,  and  operated  this  business  for  one  year. 
Mr.  Burchard’s  property  having  been  seized  to 
satisfy  a  Government  claim,  Mr.  Cobb  bought 
the  stock,  and  carried  on  the  business  in  his 
own  name  until  1872,  when  Mr.  Burchard  com¬ 
promised  with  the  Government,  satisfying  the 
indebtedness  against  him,  and  resumed  business, 
buying  back  the  stock.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Cobb 
engaged  in  clerking  for  A.  Shenker  &  Co.,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  March,  1874,  when  he 
engaged  with  a  new  firm,  Worthington  &  Co., 
general  merchandise  and  buyers  of  bankrupt 


stock.  He  was  manager  for  them  for  fourteen 
years,  when  the  firm  retired  from  business.  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Co.  bought  the  dry  goods  stock,  Kauff¬ 
man  &  Smith  the  boot  and  shoe  department,  and 
Mr.  Cobb,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Wilbert 
H.,  the  clothing  stock.  On  January  i,  1886,  C. 
Voorhis  purchased  W.  H.  Cobb’s  interest,  and  the 
business  has  since  been  continued  under  the 
name  of  Cobb  &  Co.  The  house  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  Center  and  Main  Streets.  They  carry  a 
full  line  of  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  and  gents’ 
furnishing  goods.  They  have  built  up  a  large 
and  flourishing  business,  which  is  constantly  in¬ 
creasing. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  united  in  marriage  August  10, 
1866,  with  Susan  M.  Ness,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  Ness,  the  former  of  Scotch  and  the 
latter  of  German  descent.  By  this  union  are  three 
children:  Robert  W.,  living  in  Hannibal;  Frank 
H.,  deceased;  Lois  M.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Cobb  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Mr. 
Cobb  is  a  Spiritualist.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  has  served  as  Alderman  at  different 
periods,  for  ten  years,  in  the  First  ward.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  St.  Julius  Lodge  No.  28,  A. 

F.  and  A.  M.;  the  Triple  Alliance,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders 
in  Missouri,  and  the  W.  T.  Sherman  Post,  of  the 

G.  A.  R.,  of  Hannibal. 

Mr.  Cobb  at  times  is  also  interested  in  Gov¬ 
ernment  contracts.  He  is  one  of  the  enterpris¬ 
ing,  progressive  men  of  Hannibal,  and  a  man 
of  social  instincts,  genial,  open-hearted  and 
broad-minded. 


Henry  C.  WILSON  is  numbered  among 
the  wealthy  and  prosperous  agricultur¬ 
ists  of  Ralls  County.  He  is  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune,  which  has  been  accumulated 
since  the  war.  Beginning  at  the  bottom  rounds 
of  the  ladder  he  steadily  advanced  step  by  step 
until  he  is  now  in  a  position  of  affluence  as  well 
as  influence  in  the  community.  His  valuable  anvd 
fertile  farm  is  located  on  Section  27,  Clay  Town- 
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ship,  that  having  been  his  place  of  abode  for 
al)out  thirty  years. 

The  birth  of  iMr.  Wilson  took  place  January 
27,  1838,  in  Saverton  Township,  Ralls  County. 
His  father,  Hedgman  Whlson,  was  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  1806,  and  died  IMay  10,  1867.  On  ar¬ 
riving  at  manhood  he  went  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  married  Lovina  Fuqua,  a  native  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  who  departed  this  life  in  1880,  when 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  In  1821  this  worthy 
couple  moved  to  IMissouri  and  became  residents 
of  Saverton  Township,  with  whose  development 
they  were  henceforth  identified.  Air.  Wilson  was 
a  thrifty  farmer  and  a  successful  dealer  in  live 
stock,  also  being  proprietor  of  a  mill  on  Salt 
River.  In  his  early  years  he  was  a  Whig  and 
upon  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he 
became  one  of  its  enthusiastic  supporters.  A  man 
of  noble  and  upright  character  he  put  into  daily 
practice  his  religious  faith  and  was  a  pillar  in  the 
Christian  Church.  To  himself  and  wife  were 
born  the  following  children;  Alexander,  Ar- 
milda,  Marilda,  George  and  Adeline,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased;  Lavina,  wife  of  Elijah  Jimmer- 
son,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Francis  IM.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi¬ 
ness  at  IMonroe  City;  Eveline,  wife  of  Charles 
Cannady,  of  New  London,  IMo. ;  Henry  C. ;  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  wife  of  L.  Whittemore,  formerly  Deputy 
Sheriff  and  now  Constable  of  Spencer  Township, 
Ralls  County;  Francis  and  Harrison,  deceased; 
John,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  William,  who 
also  resides  in  this  locality. 

Until  he  was  past  twenty-one  years  of  age 
Henry  C.  Wilson  gave  his  services  to  his  father, 
in  the  management  of  the  farm,  and  for  a  few 
years  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
this  bringing  his  history  up  to  the  beginning  of 
the  war.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Ralls  County 
State  Guards,  and  served  under  Gen.  IMarma- 
duke,  Capt.  Joe  Higby,  and  other  officers.  His 
services  altogether  covered  nearly  four  years. 


and  though  he  had  numerous  narrow  escapes  he 
was  never  captured  nor  wounded.  On  resuming 
the  peaceful  avocations  of  life  he  rented  farms 
for  several  years,  and  for  a  short  time  operated 
one  in  connection  with  his  brother  George.  In 
1868  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  consist¬ 
ing  of  a  tract  of  seventy  acres,  being  a  portion 
of  his  present  farm.  From  time  to  time  he  has 
added  to  this  until  he  now  finds  himself  the  owner 
of  four  hundred  and  forty-three  acres.  Politically 
Hr.  Wilson  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  give  his  entire  time  to  his  business  in¬ 
terests. 

In  1866  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Emily 
Waters  took  place  in  Ralls  County.  She  was 
born  December  16,  1850,  and  died  Februar}"  8, 
1888.  Her  parents  were  George  and  IMary 
(Kuntz)  Waters,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  respectively.  The  former  died  in  1868, 
aged  eighty  years,  and  his  wife,  who  died  ten 
years  previously,  was  then  but  forty  years  old. 

Mrs.  Wilson  was  one  of  five  children,  her  broth.- 
ers  and  sisters  being  Edwin,  a  merchant  of  Van- 
dalia,  INfo.;  Irene,  wife  of  H.  W.  Ogle,  a  farmer 
of  this  township;  Gornelia,  deceased,  formerly 
the  wife  of  James  Poore,  of  Ladonia,  iMo.,  and 
Annie,  i\Irs.  Harvey  Cummings,  of  Beeville, 
Texas. 

]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  had  born  to  them 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  four  died  in  infancy. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  is  a  Christian  minister  of  IMiami, 
i\Io. ;  Mary  L.,  died  young;  IMellie  I.,  and  Dora 
M.,  are  unmarried  and  live  with  their  father;  Al- 
meda  B.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bowles,  a  farmer  of 
Spencer  Township;  Edwin  H. ;  one  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  ^Marshall  H.;  George  W. ;  Paul  T.  is  de¬ 
ceased;  Annie  C. ;  Emma  died  in  infancy;  and 
Lula  is  with  her  father.  For  the  past  nine  years 
Mr.  Wilson  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  has  been  an  elder  for  the  entire 
period. 


ANDREW  T.  STIEL,  M.  D. 
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ANDREW  T.  STILL,  M.  D. 


Andrew  T.  still,  M.  D.  This  proml- 

nent  physician  of  Kirksville,  Mo.,  is  the 
originator  of  a  new  system  of  healing 
without  the  use  of  drugs,  known  as  “Osteopathy.” 
He  is  the  founder  and  president  of  the  “American 
School  of  Osteopathy,”  a  regularly  incorporated 
college  in  which  pupils  are  received  and  in¬ 
structed  in  the  new  science. 

The  first  question  arising  at  this  point  will  be 
“What  is  this  new  ‘pathy’  ?”  Little  information 
can  be  gained  from  any  other  source  than  the 
word  of  mouth  of  Dr.  Still,  his  pupils  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  grateful  patients  who  owe  health  and  life 
to  this  wonderful  discovery.  There  is  practically 
nothing  in  print  on  the  subject  as  yet.  The  word 
“Osteopathy”  was  chosen  by  Dr.  Still  as  a  name 
for  his  science  because  it  was  more  appropriate 
than  any  other  word,  but  is  by  no  means  suffi¬ 
ciently  comprehensive;  its  name  should  mean  all 
that  is  implied  in  the  word  “remedies,”  and  should 
carry  with  it  the  idea  that  man  is  a  machine,  an  en¬ 
gine,  and  the  physician  an  engineer,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  place  the  engine  in  order,  by  adjusting  every 
part  to  its  normal  relation  with  every  other  part. 
Health  will  then  follow  as  a  result  of  natural  laws 
implanted  in  the  patient,  illustrating  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  Deity.  The  adjustment  of  the  bones  of  the 
human  body  is  one  of  the  leading  features  of  the 
system,  and  when  they  are  not  directly  at  fault 
they  are  used  as  levers  and  bases  for  the  manip¬ 
ulation  and  adjustment  of  the  softer  parts. 

You  ask  how  they  treat?  They  answer,  just 
as  the  engineer  “treats”  his  engine  when  it  is  out 
of  order.  They  must  understand  the  anatomy 
and  physiological  use  of  every  part,  just  as  the 
engineer  must  know  the  engine;  then  they  locate 
the  cause  of  the  trouble  and  remove  it. 

This  is  claimed  to  be  a  science  as  true  as  mathe¬ 


matics,  that  will  revolutionize  the  whole  medical 
practice  and  place  the  same  on  a  more  rational 
basis.  It  teaches  that  better  results  can  be  se¬ 
cured  in  combating  disease  without  drugs  than 
with  them ;  that  many  of  the  diseases  and  troubles 
of  the  human  family  are  directly  traceable  to  the 
use  of  drugs;  that  the  use  of  the  knife  can  be 
avoided  in  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  cases  where 
it  is  now  thought  necessary;  that  many  diseases 
heretofore  pronounced  incurable  can  be  success¬ 
fully  handled.  And  the  Doctor  and  his  associates 
have  the  results,  secured  in  years  of  practice  on 
tens  of  thousands  of  patients,  proving  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  his  theories. 

In  developing  the  science  Dr.  Still  was  aided 
in  his  many  years  of  patient  labor,  by  circum¬ 
stances  and  forces  that  seemed  to  have  been 
started  centuries  ago.  His  father,  Abram  Still, 
was  of  German  and  English  descent,  a  physician 
and  minister,  and  for  many  years,  in  an  early  day, 
missionary  to  the  State  of  Missouri  from  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  mother,  Martha  (Moore)  Still,  was 
pure  Scotch.  Thus  he  inherited  the  qualities  that 
were  cultivated  and  developed  by  pioneer  sur¬ 
roundings,  preparing  him  for  just  the  work  that 
became  his  to  do.  As  a  boy  and  a  man  he  took 
nothing  for  granted,  demanded  proof  for  every¬ 
thing;  would  give  volumes  of  theories  for  a  line 
of  truth,  preferring  results  to  resolves;  to  try  to 
relieve  suffering  humanity  was  a  passion  with  him 
as  with  both  his  parents.  He  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  and  when  of  proper 
age  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  his  father, 
completing  the  same  at  one  of  the  older  medical 
colleges  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  practiced  for 
many  years  with  more  than  average  success.  He 
was  for  two  terms  (1857-1858)  a  member  of  the 


23 


520 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Kansas  Legislature,  and  served  his  country  dur¬ 
ing  the  Rebellion,  part  of  the  time  as  Army  Sur¬ 
geon,  and  many  are  the  arms  and  legs  he  saved 
from  the  knife  by  his  skill.  He  was  with  John 
Brown  in  his  famous  stroke  for  the  freedom  of 
the  negro,  fitting  him,  as  he  says,  for  the  work  of 
aiding  in  freeing  the  white  man  from  the  curse  of 
slavery  to  whiskey,  opium  and  poisonous  drugs. 

At  one  time  in  his  life  Dr.  Still  owned  an  en¬ 
gine,  which  he  learned  to  run,  familiarizing  him¬ 
self  with  its  every  part.  That,  as  well  as  every 
other  incident  of  his  life,  seemed  to  be  for  a  pur¬ 
pose;  as  it  was  probably  influential  in  causing  him 
to  reach  the  conclusion  that  man  is  an  engine, 
and  that  all  that  is  .required  is  an  engineer  to 
properly  handle  the  machine  and  it  will  run  in  a 
healthy  manner.  It  was  over  tw'enty-one  years 
ago  that  he  reached  this  conclusion  and  estab¬ 
lished  it  as  a  basic  principle  upon  which  to  build 
up  a  better  method  of  handling  disease  than  any 
in  use.  He  worked  and  experimented,  though  it 
cost  him  fortune  and  friends,  and  gradually  added 
principle  upon  principle  until  he  developed  a 
science  that  stands  the  test  of  a  more  scientific  In¬ 
vestigation  than  the  medical  profession  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  make. 

The  principles  of  the  science  apply  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  all  forms  of  disease,  acute  as  well  as 
chronic,  but  circumstances  have  seemed  to  force 
its  development  with  special  reference  to  those 
ailments  that  are  pronounced  incurable,  or  are 
imperfectly  treated  by  the  ordinary  practice. 
Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  cases  treated  come 
under  this  head,  yet  they  cure  about  sixty  per 
cent,  and  it  is  very  seldom  one  is  found  that  does 
not  receive  some  benefit. 

Dr.  Still  has  lived  in  Kirksville  about  nineteen 
years,  but  it  is  only  within  the  last  ten  years  that 
he  has  grown  famous  by  reason  of  the  seemingly 
remarkable  cures  he  has  performed.  He  was  first 
assisted  in  the  work  by  his  four  sons,  three  of 
W'hom  are  yet  living  and  helping  him  establish  his 
science.  Charles  E.,  the  oldest,  and  Herman  T. 
are  with  him  at  Kirksville  in  the  infirmary  and 
college  work.  Harry  i\I.  is  conducting  an  in¬ 
firmary  practice  at  Evanston,  near  Chicago,  Ill. 
They  were  the  first  in  whom  the  doctor  demon¬ 


strated  that  he  had  a  science  that  could  be  taught 
to  others.  Now  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  he  finds 
that  his  sons  and  other  assistants  can  take  the 
burden  of  labor  from  his  tired  shoulders  and  carry 
it  forward.  But  they  find  that  the  “Old  Doctor’s’’ 
counsel  is  very  valuable.  Miss  Blanche  Still,  his 
daughter,  assists  in  the  business  department  of 
the  work  at  Kirksville. 

A  few  years  ago  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  open 
a  school  and  teach  his  science  to  others.  His  first 
results  in  that  line  were  not  very  promising,  be¬ 
cause  he  did  not  hold  his  students  with  him  long 
enough  for  them  to  understand  and  apply  the 
science,  but  he  is  now  securing  better  results  and 
has  about  fifty  students  in  his  college,  and  a  more 
intelligent,  enthusiastic  body  of  young  men  and 
wom.en  would  be  hard  to  find. 

On  January  lo,  1895,  a  handsome  $20,000  in¬ 
firmary  and  eollege  building  was  dedicated.  It  is 
a  model  of  beauty  and  convenience,  provided  with 
every  modern  comfort.  They  have  from  three  to 
six  hundred  patients  all  the  time,  representing 
almost  every  State  in  the  Union. 


CART.  DANIEL  B.  WEST,  who  obtained 
his  title  in  the  late  war,  is  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Ralls  County.  His  estate, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  in  this  section,  is  located 
in  Clay  Township.  ]\Ir.  West  waS  born  near 
Erederick  City,  Md.,  December  26,  1826,  and 
was  the  son  of  Corbin  and  Ann  (Buckles)  West. 
The  father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Maryland, 
was  born  in  1796  and  died  in  1883.  IMrs.  Ann 
West  was  born  in  Virginia  and  died  in  1863  when 
in  her  sixtieth  year. 

Corbin  West  went  to  the  Old  Dominion,  where 
he  married  Miss  Buckles,  then  returned  to  his  na¬ 
tive  State  and  continued  to  live  there  until  1837, 
the  year  in  which  he  came  to  Missouri  and  located 
at  Saline,  Ralls  County.  There  the  mother  died, 
and  the  father  lived  in  that  section  until  1867, 
when  he  made  his  home  with  his  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  who  were  married  until  his  death  occurred 
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at  Sweet  Springs,  Mo.,  while  visiting  his  son.  Dr. 
E.  S.  West.  The  father  was  formerly  an  extensive 
farmer  and  slave  owner  in  Maryland,  and  also 
had  his  property  in  Missouri  cultivated  by  ne¬ 
groes.  He  was  very  prominent  in  his  community 
and  for  many  years  held  the  office  of  County  Sur¬ 
veyor. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Capt.  Daniel  B.  was  the  eldest;  Ellen  L. 
died  in  infancy;  Erasmus  is  deceased;  William  is 
a  practicing  physician  at  Geneseo,  Ill.;  Mary  and 
Charles  are  deceased;  Kate  is  the  widow  of  James 
Shelby  of  Fulton,  Callaway  County,  Mo.,  and 
Edwin  S.,  formerly  a  prominent  physician,  is  de¬ 
ceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  homestead  in  Saline  Township,  where  he 
remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  had 
taught  school  for  two  years  after  leaving  home, 
and  during  his  spare  moments  read  medicine.  He 
was  prevented  from  attending  lectures,  for  about 
this  time  he  took  a  trip  to  California,  remaining 
in  the  Golden  State  mining  for  two  years.  He 
returned  home  in  the  spring  of  1852,  when  he  was 
married  and  began  farming  in  Clay  township.  He 
spent  one  season  on  that  place,  then  purchased  a 
farm  near  Sidney,  in  Saline  Township,  which  he 
operated  until  1869,  the  year  in  which  he  took 
possession  of  his  present  tract. 

Mr.  West  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Jane 
Hays,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Mo., 
and  died  in  1882,  aged  forty-nine  years.  To 
them  were  born  five  children:  Fannie  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Moore,  engaged  in  railroading  at 
Kirkwood,  Mo.;  Louise  is  the  wife  of  Jason  Al¬ 
ger,  a  merchant  of  Hannibal;  John  C.  is  farming 
in  Saline  Township;  Jennie  married  James  Mc- 
Glochlin,  a  merchant  of  Rensselaer;  and  Maud 
V.  makes  her  home  with  him. 

In  1885  our  subject  chose  for  his  second  com 
panion  Miss  Louise  Ayres,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  this  county,  March  26,  1844.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Mary  (Cooke)  Ayres, 
natives  of  Kentucky,  where  their  marriage  oc¬ 
curred  and  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1834,  the  year  in  which  they  made  the 


journey  to  Missouri.  They  at  once  chose  Ralls 
County  and  Clay  Township  for  their  future  home 
and  lived  there  until  their  death,  the  father  pass¬ 
ing  away  in  1892,  aged  eighty  years,  and  the 
mother  dying  in  1862,  when  in  her  forty-third 
year.  Mr.  Ayres  was  an  extensive  farmer  and 
slave-owner  and  was  prominent  in  public  af¬ 
fairs.  For  many  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  his  township  and  in  every  position  gave  sat¬ 
isfaction  by  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he 
discharged  every  duty.  In  religious  matters  he 
was  a  member  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Pre,s- 
byterian  Church,  and  in  him  the  Democratic 
party  recognized  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
active  workers.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs. 
West  were  Eugene,  a  prominent  physician  of 
Marion  County,  Mo. ;  Mariam,  the  wife  of  S. 
B.  Smith,  a  merchant  of  Denver,  Col. ;  George  F., 
deceased;  Frances,  the  wife  of  William  Oldham, 
a  farmer  of  Ralls  County;  Alice,  the  wife  of  J.  J. 
Cochran,  a  traveling  man  living  in  this  county;, 
William,  deceased;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Latham,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Monroe;  Bell,  Mrs.  Thomas  Robinson,  whose 
husband  is  a  merchant  of  Hannibal;  Kate,  who 
married  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Latham,  of  Troy,  Mo.; 
and  Wilds,  a  decorator  of  Denver,  Col. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  our  subject 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  the  State  troops,  and 
was  sent  with  his  company  to  Lexington,  but  ar¬ 
rived  too  late  to  participate  in  the  battle.  From 
there  they  went  to  Arkansas,  where  Capt.  West 
was  taken  sick,  and  on  being  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  returned  home.  He  lived  here  until 
1864,  when  he  rented  his  farm,  and  going  to 
Quincy,  Ill.,  was  there  engaged  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business  until  the  fall  of  the  following  year, 
when  he  moved  his  stock  of  goods  to  Shelbina, 
Mo.  One  year  later,  however,  he  returnel  to  his 
farm  near  Sidney,  and  in  1869  disposed  of  that 
place  by  sale  and  took  possession  of  his  present 
farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the 
county.  Mr.  West  has  been  very  prosperous  in 
this  department  of  work  and  ranks  among  the 
intelligent  and  substantial  agriculturists  of  this 
section.  He  was  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
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out,  and  was  made  his  own  successor  for  four 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  [Masonic  frater¬ 
nity  and,  religiously,  is  a  working  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon  for  a  number  of  years.  In  early  life  he 
voted  for  Whig  candidates,  but  now  is  an  uncom¬ 
promising  Democrat.  His  estate  comprises  two 
hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  of  excellent  land, 
well  stocked  with  good  grades  of  animals.  He 
is  prominent,  not  only  as  one  of  the  county’s  most 
progressive  agriculturists,  but  as  one  of  its  most 
successful  financiers  and  business  men,  who  has 
become  wealthy  by  judicious  investment  and 
good  management  of  his  affairs. 


Dr.  CHARLES  J.  CHAPMAN,  who  is 
one  of  the  leading  druggists  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  was  born  in  Urbana,  Ohio,  June  17, 
1856.  His  parents  were  John  L.  and  Anna  ]\I. 
(McRae)  Chapman,  the  former  of  whom  was  also 
an  Ohioan,  born  in  Zanesville  in  1834.  He  was 
the  son  of  Charles  L.  Chapman,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  that  city  and  who  was  the  son  of  Levi, 
a  native  of  Saybrook,  Conn.  The  last-named 
gentleman  was  in  a  direct  line  of  descent  from 
Robert  Chapman,  who  came  from  Hull,  England, 
in  1630,  settling  in  Connecticut.  Levius,  the 
grandfather  of  Levi,  served  as  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  Charles,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  engaged  for  many  years  in  the 
service  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Company,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Zanesville.  He  was  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  stoneware  business,  shipping  to  New 
Orleans,  La.  Levi  was  an  agriculturist,  and  also 
died  near  Zanesville,  on  the  old  Chapman  home¬ 
stead.  Charles  L.  was  a  strong  Abolitionist  and 
was  connected  with  the  “underground  railroad” 
of  that  period.  His  brother  Samuel  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  attorney  of  Zanesville,  and  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Legislature.  He  died  in  1895, 
in  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

John  L.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  foundry  in  Zanesville,  During  the  Civil 


War  he  enlisted,  at  the  first  call  of  President  Lin¬ 
coln,  in  Zanesville  for  the  three  months’  service. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  reenlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Ninety-Seventh  Ohio 
Infantry,  Army  of  the  Ohio.  He  participated  in 
all  of  the  important  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
resulted  from  wounds  he  had  received  in  service; 
he  died  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Janu¬ 
ary  8,  1863.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  advo¬ 
cate  of  Republican  principles.  His  mother,  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Erwin)  Chapman,  was  a  native  of  Bel¬ 
fast,  Ireland,  and  descended  from  a  well-known 
family  in  that  Isle.  She  became  the  parent  of  six 
children:  John  L.,  Samuel,  Erwin  T.,  now  in 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  George  H.,  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  at  Zanesville,  Ohio;  Mar}^  and 
Margaret,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Jen¬ 
nings,  of  Zanesville. 

John  L.  Chapman  was  reared  to  mature  years 
in  the  above  city  and  acquired  a  good  education 
in  its  public  schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
machinist,  and  for  many  years  worked  in  a  foun¬ 
dry,  eventually  becoming  a  member  of  the  Brown, 
Sullivan  Company.  His  wife,  formerly  [Miss 
Anna  McRae,  was  a  Canadian  by  birth  and  the 
daughter  of  John  and  IMary  McRae;  she  is  now' 
living  with  her  son,  Charles  J.  Her  union  w'ith 
John  L.  Chapman  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children :  Our  subject;  Frank  M.,  grocer  of  Lou¬ 
isiana;  Mary  C.,  now  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Robertson, 
same  city. 

Charles  J.  Chapman,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
spent  the  first  thirteen  j^ears  of  his  life  in  Zanes¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  when 
the  family  were  in  Canada,  whither  they  went  dur¬ 
ing  the  war.  His  education  was  conducted  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  also  in 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  to  which  place  his  parents  had 
removed.  He  was  there  for  five  years,  during 
which  time  he  was  graduated  from  the  public 
schools.  He  afterward  read  medicine  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Dr.  M.  McConnell,  one  of  the  eminent 
physicians  of  Lawrence,  and  then  went  to  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Mo.  He  later  attended  lectures  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Miami  Medical  College,  after  which  he  went 
to  Carthage,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
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ness  in  partnership  with  his  old  preceptor.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  closing  out  the  business  there,  he  went 
to  Louisiana  and  clerked  in  the  drug  store  of 
George  Hurd  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  E.  Miller  in  this  same 
line  of  trade,  which  lasted  for  three  years;  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  (fall  of  1885)  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man  established  his  present  business,  located  on 
the  corner  of  Georgia  and  Third  Streets.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  a  fine  stock  of  medicines  he  carries  a 
large  assortment  of  paints,  oils,  wall  paper,  pic¬ 
ture  frames,  etc.  He  has  been  remarkably  suc¬ 
cessful  and  is  well  patronized  by  the  residents  of 
the  city  and  surrounding  country. 

Dr.  Chapman  and  Miss  Jennie  A.  Thomas 
were  united  in  marriage  September  27,  1882,  in 
Circleville,  Ohio.  The  latter,  born  in  Illinois, 
was  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Por¬ 
ter)  Thomas,  natives  of  Ohio,  whence  they  re¬ 
moved  later  to  the  Prairie  State.  They  afterward 
came  to  Louisiana,  where  the  father  died  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  then  returned  to  Ohio  with  her  two 
children.  To  the  doctor  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  five  children:  Anna  M.,  Charles  Judson,  Jr., 
Edward  Petrie,  Ada  May,  and  Babe,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Chapman  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  beloved  wife,  who  died  August  2, 
1892.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and 
a  member  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Chapman  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  a  Deputy  Internal  Revenue  Collector  under 
President  Harrison  for  the  First  District  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  serving  from  May,  1890,  to  1894.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  City  Council  in  1894 
from  the  Third  Ward,  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Or¬ 
dinance  and  member  of  the  Police  Committee. 
He  is  very  active  in  politics  and  is  Secretary  of  the 
Republican  County  Central  Committee,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  City  Central  Committee.  He 
was  delegate  to  the  Republican  State  Convention 
of  League  Clubs,  also  to  the  State  Convention 
held  at  Excelsior  Springs  in  1894,  and  was  alter¬ 
nate  to  the  Convention  of  National  League  Clubs 
at  Denver,  Col.,  in  1893.  He  has  also  been  a 
delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of  Republican 
League  Clubs  at  Springfield,  held  in  1893,  and  a 


delegate  to  the  Congressional  Convention  at  St. 
Charles,  which  nominated  the  present  member 
of  Congress  from  the  Ninth  District.  He  is 
Chairman  of  the  Township  Committee,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  Pike  County  Republican  Con¬ 
vention  in  1894,  also  Chairman  of  the  City  Con¬ 
vention,  1894.  He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  is  also  a  K.  of  P.,  belonging  to  Anchor 
Lodge,  of  Louisiana.  He  has  rendered  efficient 
service  on  the  School  Board  for  several  years, 
and  is  altogether  one  of  the  most  progressive, 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  the  county. 


JOHN  H.  KEMPF  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  a  thrifty  and  sturdy  German  family  and 
is  one  of  the  most  loyal  citizens  of  Fabius 
Township,  Marion  County.  A  man  who  attends 
strictly  to  his  own  business  affairs,  he  has  become 
well-to-do  as  an  agriculturist  and  has  won  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact, 
whether  in  a  business  or  social  way.  He  is  strict¬ 
ly  upright  and  just  in  his  treatment  of  his  fellow- 
men  and  strives  to  put  into  daily  practice  the 
faith  which  he  professes  as  a  member  and  Deacon 
in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Union 
Township,  Marion  County,  November  20,  i860. 
His  parents  were  Casper  and  Caroline  (Waggon¬ 
er)  Kenipf,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  became  identified  with 
the  upbuilding  of  this  county,  where  they  are  still 
living.  Young  Kempf  was  given  the  benefits  of 
a  district-school  education,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  by  judicious  reading  and  keen  habits  of 
observation.  In  the  home  of  his  boyhood  he  was 
a  dutiful  son  and  always  tried  to  lighten  the  duties 
of  his  parents  in  every  possible  way,  in  return  for 
which  he  received  instruction  in  practical  matters 
and  in  his  conduct  toward  others,  which  have 
proved  invaluable  to  him  in  later  life. 

When  about  twenty-four  years  of  age  IMr. 
Kempf  was  married,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
father,  Fred  Vopel,  to  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
in  Palmyra  in  1866.  This  marriage  took  place 


524 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


November  20,  1884,  and  four  children  have  conic 
to  brighten  their  home;  j\Iary  C.,  born  October  | 
7,  1885;  Caroline  F.,  born  July  23,  1886;  Dora  | 
E.,  born  April  7,  1893;  Herman  Christian,  born 
February  5,  1895.  ]\Irs.  Kempf’s  father  is  a  thrifty  ! 
and  successful  farmer  of  this  county,  to  which  he  ’ 
immigrated  from  his  native  land,  Germany,  many 
years  ago. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  in  1884  Mr.  Kempf  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm  on  Section  30,  the  place 
comprising  two  hundred  acres,  and  well  adapted 
for  raising  a  general  line  of  crops  or  live-stock. 
The  homestead  is  improved  with  good  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  and  would  command  a  large  sum  if 
placed  on  the  market.  Since  becoming  a  voter 
our  subject  has  cast  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  can¬ 
didates  and  platform  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
keeps  well  posted  on  the  political  situation  and  is 
well  informed  on  current  events. 


Robert  at  SPALDING  is  a  wealthy  and 
influential  citizen  of  Clay  Township,  Ralls 
County,  and  is  proprietor  of  the  famous 
health  resort,  Spalding's  Springs.  He  erected  a 
hotel  in  1886  and  has  since  put  up  several  cot¬ 
tages  on  the  shores  of  a  beautiful  little  lake  which 


covers  three  acres  or  more.  Accommodations 
have  been  made  for  one  hundred  guests,  and 
everything  possible  provided  for  their  entertain¬ 
ment  and  pleasure.  The  springs  have  long  been 
known  in  this  portion  of  the  State  to  possess  un¬ 
usual  medicinal  properties,  and  in  July,  1887,  Dr. 
Lee  Harrison,  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  chemist  for  the 
American  Glucose  Company,  analyzed  the  waters 
and  found  them  to  contain  magnesia,  sulphur, 
iron,  salt  and  pure  hydrogen  gas.  The  same  au¬ 
thority  states  that  these  ingredients  are  almost 
identical  with  those  of  the  waters  of  the  celebrated 
Blue  Lick  Springs  of  Kentucky,  and  at  the  same 
time  are  not  so  offensive  to  the  taste  or  smell. 
The  springs  were  drilled  to  a  depth  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  feet  by  William  ]\Iuldron  in  1820,  and  a 
three-inch  stream  pours  forth  continually.  Spald¬ 
ing’s  Springs  are  situated  about  four  miles  south 
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of  Rensselaer,  on  the  M.,  K.  &  T.  R.  R.,  some 
twelve  miles  west  of  Hannibal.  Guests  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  free  use  of  boats  and  bath  house  privi¬ 
leges. 

R.  i\I.  Spalding  is  a  native  of  Illarion  County, 
Ky.,  born  November  6,  1822,  to  Benjamin  A.  and 
iNlatilda  (Hager)  Spalding.  The  former,  a  native 
of  what  was  then  known  as  Washington  County, 
Ky.,  died  in  1873,  aged  seventy-five  years.  His 
father,  John  A.,  who  was  born  in  Ivlaryland,  emi¬ 
grated  to  Kentucky  soon  after  the  Revolutionary 
War,  in  which  he  participated.  He  was  wounded 
in  the  service  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life 
was  a  cripple.  His  family  comprised  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  only  two  of  whom,  Benjamin  A.  and  his 
youngest  half-brother,  came  to  Alissouri.  ]\la- 
tilda  Spalding  was  born  in  iMarion  County,  Ky., 
her  parents  being  James  and  Monica  (Fenrick) 
Hager,  who  were  from  Hagerstown,  IMd.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Rob¬ 
ert,  James,  Hatton,  John,  Elizabeth,  Matilda,  Mil¬ 
dred  and  Louisa.  With  the  exception  of  Mildred, 
Robert  and  John,  who  died  in  Monroe  County, 
they  all  departed  this  life  in  Ralls  Covinty.  The 
marriage  of  Benjamin  A.  Spalding  and  wife  oc¬ 
curred  in  Marion  County,  Ky.,  and  in  1828  they 
settled  in  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  there 
engaging  in  farming  as  long  as  they  lived.  The 
father  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Constable  for 
many  years  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home 
was  jocularly  termed  “Father  of  the  Democracy.” 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in 
which  faith  he  died,  regretted  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  ten  children, 
the  others  being  Thomas  A.,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Saline  Township;  Zerelda,  deceased,  for¬ 
merly  the  wife  of  George  W.  Whitecotton,  who  is 
retired  from  business  and  a  resident  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  i\Io. ;  William,  who  is  in  the  furniture  busi¬ 
ness  in  Paris,  Monroe  County,  Mo.;  James  was 
killed  during  the  war;  John  died  in  Texas;  Emer- 
ine  is  deceased;  Benjamin  S.  is  a  retired  merchant 
of  Waxahatchie,  Texas;  Eliza  J.  and  Edward  are 
deceased. 

When  but  six  years  of  age  Robert  AI.  Spalding 
came  to  Missouri  with  his  parents,  his  cousin, 
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Robert  Spalding,  and  his  uncle,  John  Hager,  and 
Clement  and  Leonard  Green.  They  settled  in  a 
log  cabin  west  of  the  present  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  whose  father  entered  a  quarter  section  of 
land  near  Sidney,  buying  the  improvements 
already  on  the  place.  Subsequently  the  latter 
made  five  or  six  trips  on  horseback  to  his  old 
home  in  Kentucky.  When  he  had  reached,  his 
majority  young  Spalding  started  forth  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  being  employed  for 
some  time  as  a  carpenter,  and  for  a  year  worked 
in  the  lead  mines  of  Wisconsin.  On  his  return 
home  he  once  more  turned  his  attention  to  car¬ 
pentering,  making  a  specialty  of  putting  up  cabins 
for  emigrant  settlers  and  thinking  himself  well  off 
if  he  could  make  fifty  cents  a  day. 

In  the  spring  of  1848  Mr.  Spalding  rented  a 
farm  in  this  township,  and  two  years  later  pur¬ 
chased  two  hundred  acres  of  unimproved  laud,  a 
portion  of  his  present  homestead,  on  which  he  has 
since  resided.  From  time  to  time  he  invested  in 
more  land,  until  he  once  owned  fifteen  hundred 
acres,  but  has  since  disposed  of  a  portion,  though 
still  retaining  one  thousand  acres.  He  is  an  en¬ 
terprising  business  man,  largely  self-educated, 
and  possesses  that  industry  and  thriftiness  which 
insures  success.  He  was  reared  in  the  Catholic 
faith,  and  in  his  political  relations  is  a  Democrat. 

In  this  county  Mr.  Spalding  was  married  in 
February,  1847,  to  Minerva,  daughter  of  Thomas 
P.  and  Rachel  (Robinson)  Norton.  The  father 
was  born  in  South  Carolina  and  the  mother  in 
Hancock  County,  Ky.,  in  which  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  1812.  Three  years  later  they 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  but  in  a  few  months  located 
in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  settling  on  Sugar  Creek, 
near  Frankford.  When  three  years  had  elapsed 
they  came  to  this  county,  the  journey  being  made 
on  pack  horses.  Their  first  settlement  was  near 
Hydesburg,  where  they  remained  until  1819,  then 
permanently  locating  on  what  is  now  known  as 
the  old  Norton  place  in  Centre  Township.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
were  upright,  honest  citizens.  Mr.  Norton  died 
in  February,  1848,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  his 
wife,  who  reached  the  same  age,  departed  this  life 
January  la,  1850.  Mrs.  Spalding  was  born  in 


Ralls  County,  August  20,  1826,  and  to  herself 
and  husband  have  come  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  of  whom  the  four  eldest  are  deceased, 
namely:  Douglas  P.,  Inez,  Rachel  J.  and  an  in¬ 
fant,  the  last  three  named  having  died  in  infancy. 
Judith  A.  is  the  wife  of  Columbus  Alexander,  a 
farmer  of  this  township;  Norton  F.  is  deceased; 
Rollie  resides  with  her  parents;  Sterling  P.  is  a 
farmer  of  this  locality;  Babe  is  still  at  home,  and 
Minnie  died  in  infancy. 


CHARLES  CHRISTIAN  MYERS  is  an 
old  and  representative  farmer  of  Marion 
County  and  owns  a  tract  of  desirable 
land  comprising  nearly  five  hundred  acres.  His 
home  is  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  situated  three  miles  and  a  half  east  of 
Palmyra,  and  this  he  manages  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  two  of  his  sons.  He  is  still  hale  and 
hearty,  having  been  blessed  with  a  good  constitu¬ 
tion,  which  he  has  not  impaired  in  any  way  by 
bad  habits  or  abnormal  living. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  John 
Christian  and  Eredericka  (Shry)  Myers,  natives 
of  Germany,  and  who  passed  their  entire  lives 
in  that  country.  Our  subject’s  parents,  John 
Jacob  and  Erances  .(Conrad)  Myers,  were  both 
natives  of  Wurtemburg,  and  their  family  num¬ 
bered  fourteen  children.  Eight  of  these  died 
in  infancy  and  one  when  only  ten  years  of  age, 
while  the  family  was  still  living  in  Germany. 
One  son,  Jacob,  who  was  born  October  28,  1824, 
emigrated  to  America  about  1845,  served 
for  three  years  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  after 
being  honorably  discharged  received  as  a  bounty 
a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  Fredericka  Benkether,  who  died  many 
years  ago,  leaving  two  children;  John  Christian, 
born  January  29,  1827,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1848  with  his  parents.  He  first  married  Margret 
Koelbinger,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  and 
then  took  for  his  wife,  Helen  Haden,  .who  also 
bore  him  two  children;  Frances,  born  in  Feb- 
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ruary,  1845,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Schuyler, 
now'  of  Bowling  Green,  O.,  and  has  seven  chil¬ 
dren;  August  F.,  born  in  October,  1848,  has 
never  married.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
at  the  home  of  our  subject  March  12,  1868,  and 
his  widow  survived  until  September,  1876.  They 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Palmyra. 

C.  C.  Myers  was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Ger¬ 
many,  November  5,  1829,  and  was  well  educated 
in  his  mother  tongue.  He  was  in  his  seventeenth 
year  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  for  seven¬ 
teen  or  eighteen  years.  About  1865  he  came  to 
Marion  County  and  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  ever  since  resided.  April  6,  1854, 
his  marriage  with  Barbara,  daughter  of  Anton 
and  Barbara  Koelblinger  w'as  celebrated.  Mrs. 
Myers  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  October 
20,  1835,  and  there  passed  the  first  sixteen  years 
of  her  life.  She  came  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new 
world  with  her  parents,  who  located  in  the  Key¬ 
stone  State,  where  the  mother  died  in  1858. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  had  ten  children. 
Charles  William,  born  July  ii,  1856,  in  Har¬ 
mony,  Pa.,  married  in  1879  Katie  Stark,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children.  He  died  January  10, 
1886,  and  his  widow  survived  him  until  Novem¬ 
ber,  1892,  then  being  placed  by  his  side  in  the 
Palmyra  cemetery;  Caroline,  born  September 
29,  1858,  in  Harmony,  was  married  April  10, 
1884,  to  Alexander  Garletts  .of  Coatsburgh,  Ill., 
and  has  five  children;  Mary,  born  October  16, 
i860,  died  September  5,  1863;  and  Elizabeth, 
born  March  14,  1862,  died  March  14,  1864; 
Sarah,  who  was  the  first  of  the  family  born  in 
Missouri,  the  date  of  that  event  being  January 
20,  1866,  is  still  living  at  home.  Elizabeth,  born 
December  9,  1867,  died  September  28,  1877; 
Annie,  born  November  6,  1869,  became  the  wife 
of  Frank  Mahon,  of  this  county,  in  March,  1893; 
Barbara,  born  Oct.  ii,  1871,  and  Benjamin,  born 
November  8,  1873,  are  both  unmarried;  Joseph 
Myers,  the  fifth  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  December  18,  1863,  and  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  with  his  parents  when  only  two  years  of 
age.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
continued  to  live  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 


thirty-two  years  of  age.  February  26,  1895,  he 
married  Lizzie,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
Finnigan. 

In  1853  Air.  Alyers  purchased  his  first  land,  a 
tract  of  thirty  acres  lying  in  Butler  County,  Pa., 
but  a  few  months  later  sold  out  and  came  west 
to  this  county,  with  whose  prosperity  he  has 
since  been  identified.  He  and  his  wife  are  ad¬ 
herents  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  their 
entire  family  belong,  following  the  example  of 
their  ancestors  on  both  sides.  In  politics  Air. 
Alyers  is  an  ally  of  the  Republican  party.  Airs. 
Alyers’  father  was  born  in  1798  in  Germany, 
and  on  reaching  his  majority  married  Barbara 
Wagner.  Their  second  daughter,  Alargaret, 
married  John  C.  Alyers,  of  Honeywell,  AIo. ; 
John,  the  eldest  son,  served  about  three  years 
in  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  after 
being  held  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville  returned 
home,  but  to  die;  Fred  died  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  years  with  typhoid  fever;  Caroline  married 
Charles  Gibson,  by  whom  she  had  two  children, 
and  later  married  Linheart  Aloyk,  and  by  this 
union  had  three  children.  She  was  a  third  time 
married,  her  last  husband  being  Joseph  Greas- 
icer;  Katie  married  Conrad  Bentrun,  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  la.,  and  had  twelve  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased ;  Elizabeth  died  unmarried ;  Andrew, 
who  was  born  in  Harmony,  Pa.,  lived  for  a  year 
in  Missouri  and  afterward  died  in  Alontana; 
Joseph,  also  born  in  Harmony,  lived  for  a  year 
in  Alissouri  after  reaching  his  majority,  and  then 
went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  was  married  and 
has  since  resided.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  in  Alarch,  i860,  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  in  November,  1858. 


JAMES  W.  JACKSON,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  honored  citizens  of  Alarion  County 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  Eebruary,  1881.  In  1858  he  moved  to 
the  farm  known  as  the  Sharp  Homestead,  for¬ 
merly  owned  by  his  wife’s  father.  It  is  situated 
on  Section  3,  Township  56,  Range  8,  and  has 
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been  in  the  family  for  sixty  years.  The  small 
village  in  the  vicinity  is  called  Sharpsburg,  and 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Sharp 
had  the  distinction  of  having  a  postoffice,  but 
this  has  since  been  discontinued. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  in  Delaware  November 
24,  1825,  being  a  son  of  Julius  and  Elizabeth 
(Walls)  Jackson.  The  former,  likewise  a  native 
of  Delaware,  died  in  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  in 
1847,  aged  fifty-six  years.  His  wife,  also  of  Dela¬ 
ware  nativity,  died  September  23,  1825,  when 
but  twenty-five  years  of  age.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children,  the  elder  of  whom, 
William  R,  is  deceased.  After  his  first  wife’s 
death,  Julius  Jackson  married  Miss  Mary  Grif¬ 
fith,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  April  22,  1808, 
and  died  February  9,  1846.  Their  three  children 
are  deceased,  and  in  order  of  birth  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Dr.  Franklin, 
now  of  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Eliza,  and  Julius 
A.,  Jr. 

James  W.  Jackson  first  landed  in  this  -county 
in  1838,  settling  in  Warren  Township,  and  later 
moved  to  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  where  his  parents 
lived  until  death  called  them  from  their  labors. 
In  1848,  when  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
our  subject  was  married  and  began  housekeep¬ 
ing  on  a  farm  in  this  township,  where  he  and 
his  wife  resided  for  two  years.  The  next  three 
years  were  spent  on  another  farm  in  this  county 
after  which  they  moved  to  the  old  homestead 
on  which  Mrs.  Jackson  is  now  living.  Mrs. 
Jackson  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
and  Rebecca  (Enix)  Sharp,  and  was  born  in 
Shelby  County,  Ky.,  May  25,  1828.  Seven  chil¬ 
dren  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jackson,  namely:  William  R.,  who  is  cashier  in 
the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’  Bank  of  Monroe 
City;  Mary  E.,  deceased;  James  B.,  a  merchant 
of  Monroe  City;  Emily  E.,  wife  of  Frank  Dim- 
mitt,  Circuit  Clerk  in  Shelby ville.  Mo.;  Edwin 
A.,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Thomas  C.,  who 
is  living  with  his  mother  on  the  old  farm;  and 
Christian  S.,  the  proprietor  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  fine  land  in  Ralls  County. 

The  birth  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Sharp  occurred 
in  Albemarle  County,  Va.,  May  ii,  1787.  He 


was  married  in  Kentucky  to  a  lady  of  that  State 
and  of  their  union  were  born  a  son  and  four 
daughters,  namely:  Thomas,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Monroe  County,  Mo;  Nancy, 
widow  of  Daniel  Stewart,  of  the  same  county; 
Emily,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  William 
Jackson,  since  deceased;  Sarah  E.,  widow  of 
our  subject;  and  Susan  F.,  widow  of  John  Hay¬ 
den,  now  making  her  home  with  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
Jackson.  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
born  February  26,  1793,  and  died  in  September, 
1828.  The  father  had  previously  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Row,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  James,  William,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Williams,  John  A.,  and  Temperance,  who  mar¬ 
ried  George  A.  Rucker,  of  California.  These 
children  have  all  been  called  to  the  better  land. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Sharp  moved  to  Monroe  County, 
Mo.,  with  ten  of  his  children,  settling  near  Mad¬ 
ison,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  He  then 
purchased  a  farm  near  Palmyra  during  the  chol¬ 
era  epidemic,  but  later  returned  to  the  old  resi¬ 
dence  and  continued  to  dwell  there  for  another 
year.  Afterward  he  bought  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  Jackson,  and  here  passed  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man  during 
his  life  and  was  a  local  minister  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically  he  was  a  thor¬ 
oughgoing  Democrat.  His  death  occurred  Feb¬ 
ruary  4,  1850,  his  loss  being  deeply  mourned 
by  the  early  settlers  and  the  many  sincere  friends 
he  had  won  by  his  manly  and  honorable  conduct 
in  life. 


ERRY  COLEMAN  is  a  native  of  Alle¬ 
gany  County,  N.  Y.,  born  March  6, 
1821,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elsa 
(Green)  Coleman.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  remained  until  thir¬ 
ty  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  New  York  in 
company  with  his  parents.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  until  his  marriage,  and  then  went  to 
farming,  which  he  continued  about  thirty  years, 
moving  thence  to  Whiteside  County,  Ill.,  when 


528 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


he  again  engaged  in  farming  and  remained  twelve 
years.  He  then  came  to  iMarion  County  and 
lived  with  our  subject  until  his  death  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  religiously,  his  connection  was 
with  the  Presbyterians.  His  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  New  York.  She 
died  in  1887  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  To 
John  and  Elsa  Coleman,  the  following  named 
children  were  born:  William,  deceased;  Perry, 
our  subject;  Sallie  and  Almira,  deceased;  Betsy, 
now  residing  in  Whiteside  County,  Ill.;  Hester, 
wife  of  Martin  Hathaway,  a  farmer  of  Marion 
County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  with  his 
parents  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he 
commenced  work  for  himself.  He  was  first  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  sawmill,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  Believing  that  it  was  not  good  for  man  | 
to  be  alone,  he  was  united  in  marriage  October 
13,  i8z|4,  with  Miss  Amanda  Sheppard,  a  native 
of  IMonroe  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1823.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  Shep¬ 
pard,  who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  where 
they  lived  and  died.  Her  father  sailed  a  yacht 
on  the  ocean.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
named  children :  William,  now  a  farmer  of  Lin¬ 
den,  Ill.;  Henry,  and  Nathan,  deceased;  Har¬ 
riet,  who  married  O.  Coleman,  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Coles;  and 
Rachel,  wife  of  H.  Renslow,  of  Colorado. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Coleman  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  woods  of  Allegany  County,  N.  Y., 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
which  he  improved,  and  there  he  remained  eleven 
years.  Selling  the  farm,  he  removed  to  White- 
side  County,  Ill.,  purchased  a  farm  and  there  re¬ 
mained  ten  years.  He  then,  in  the  fall  of  1865, 
sold  out  and  came  to  Marion  County,  Mo.,  and 
settled  in  Township  58,  on  the  old  steam  mill 
tract,  and  there  remained  until  1884,  when  he 
came  to  his  present  farm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole¬ 
man  have  been  born  eight  children:  Sally,  wife 
of  Isaac  Gibbon,  a  farmer  of  Union  Township; 
William,  a  farmer  of  Shelby  County,  Mo.; 
Charles,  a  farmer  residing  near  Philadelphia, 
IMo. ;  Orvilla,  widow  of  Kilbby  Tattman,  of  Mar¬ 


ion  County;  Almira,  wife  of  Amos  Hitt,  a 
farmer  near  Philadelphia,  jMo.;  Lafayette,  also 
engaged  in  farming;  Perry,  likewise  a  farmer; 
and  Elsa,  now  deceased,  who  married  Jasper 
Winmeir,  of  Shelby  County,  iMo. 

]\Ir.  Coleman  is  a  self-made  man,  and  in  his 
youth  received  but  a  limited  education  in  the 
town  of  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  but  by  reading  and  ob¬ 
servation,  he  has  become  a  well-informed  man. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  thousand  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  is  engaged  in  general  farm¬ 
ing.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


CAPT.  WILLIAM  C.  HILLEARY,  an 
honored  veteran  of  the  late  war,  and  an 
early  settler  of  Marion  County,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  agriculturists  of  Warren  Town¬ 
ship,  within  whose  limits  he  owns  two  hundred 
acres  of  fertile  land.  A  native  of  Virginia,  he 
was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  January  29,  1823, 
and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Keith) 
Hilleary. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  also  Virgin¬ 
ians,  the  father  being  born  in  Fauquier.  He  died 
in  1853,  when  three-score  years  and  ten.  IMrs. 
Hilleary  departed  this  life  in  1870,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  They  were  joined  in  marriage  in 
Fauquier  County,  V^a.,  in  1819,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the 
original  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth.  The  eldest  of  the  household.  Bush- 
rod  R.,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Old  IMexico;  Mildred  married  John  K.  Heath, 
a  farmer  of  this  township;  Mary  is  the  widow 
of  Ransdale  Payne,  and  makes  her  home  in  this 
township;  Thomas  departed  this  life  while  in 
California;  Elizabeth  married  Robert  Sharp,  who 
is  a  liveryman  in  Marceline,  Mo.;  Lucy  A.  is  the 
wife  of  William  Burdett,  a  merchant  of  Alon- 
roe  City,  this  State,  and  John  is  deceased. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  His 
father  first  rented  a  farm  in  this  township,  but 
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later  purchased  a  good  property  on  which  he 
lived  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  fairly 
well  educated,  and  although  active  in  public  af¬ 
fairs,  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  left 
at  his  death  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  was  sold  several  years  later  by  the 
heiKs. 

William  C.  continued  to  reside  at  home  until 
1849,  when  he  thought  to  better  his  financial  con¬ 
dition  in  the  mines  of  California.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  crossed  the  plains  to  Trinity  River,  that 
State,  and  while  there  worked  in  the  mines  and 
later  conducted  a  provision  store  at  Opher,  that 
State.  After  two  years  spent  in  the  Golden  State 
he  returned  home  and  worked  with  his  brother- 
in-law  on  shares  for  three  successive  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  he  was  also  engaged  in  running  a 
sawmill  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law. 
He  had  been  fairly  successful  in  his  various  en¬ 
terprises  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  invested  his 
capital  in  the  place  which  he  now  occupies.  It 
at  first  only  comprised  a  quarter  section,  but  as 
the  years  passed  by  he  increased  his  acreage  to 
two  hundred.  The  land  is  splendidly  tilled  and 
its  owner  may  very  justly  be  proud  of  what  he 
has  accomplished. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Payne  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1854.  The  lady  was  born 
also  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  the  date  thereof 
being  August  31,  1830.  Her  parents  were  Dan¬ 
iel  and  Nancy  (Hilleary)  Payne,  of  wdrom  a  full 
history  will  appear  in  the  biography  of  Madison 
Payne  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilleary  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  name¬ 
ly:  John  P.,  Virginia  C.,  Alice,  William  P., 
Thomas  D.,  Leonidas  and  Mary.  In  politics  Mr. 
Hilleary  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Democratic 
principles.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  many 
of  the  battles  of  the  late  war,  during  which  con¬ 
flict  his  home  and  surroundings  were  burned. 
He  enlisted  as  a  Confederate  soldier  in  1862, 
under  Col.  Porter,  becoming  a  member  of  a  cav¬ 
alry  company.  Capt.  Stacey,  commanding  his 
company,  was  killed  and  Mr.  Hilleary  was 
chosen  his  successor.  He  served  faithfully  and 
well  for  four  years  in  the  State,  and  although 


participating  in  many  hard-fought  engagements, 
was  never  wounded.  At  one  time  a  ball  came  so 
close  as  to  cut  his  clothing,  but  he  miraculously 
escaped.  He  commanded  the  respect  of  his  su¬ 
perior  officers  and  was  highly  regarded  by  his 
own  soldiers. 

Since  his  army  experience,  Capt.  Hilleary  has 
given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  peace¬ 
ful  pursuits  of  farm  life,  of  which  he  has  made 
a  signal  success.  He  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker  as  he  prefers  to  give  his  time  to  his  busi¬ 
ness  interests.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  of  good 
standing  and  takes  great  interest  in  the  work  of 
that  organization. 


Edward  R.  OWEN,  one  of  the  directons 
of  the  Bank  of  New  London,  is  a  leading 
farmer  and  a  stock-raiser  of  Ralls  County, 
his  fine  estate  lying  on  Section  22,  Township  55, 
Range  5.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State  and  was 
born  in  Marion  County,  near  Hannibal,  April 
20,  1844.  To  his  parents,  Addison  and  Edna 
(Munson)  Owen,  there  were  born  six  children, 
of  whom  he  was  the  youngest  but  one.  Of  this 
family  three  now  survive. 

Addison  Owen  was  born  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  was  reared  to  mature  years  and  married. 
Shortly  after  this  event  he,  with  his  young  bride, 
came  to  Missouri,  locating  in  Marion  County, 
where  he  was  destined  to  spend  the  rest  of  his 
life.  In  early  manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  stone  mason,  and  for  several  years  he  followed 
this  occupation,  although  his  last  years  were 
passed  in  farm  pursuits.  He  was  the  owner  of 
a  large  number  of  slaves,  and  when  the  emanci¬ 
pation  of  slaves  was  first  spoken  of  he  was  ad¬ 
vised  by  his  friends  to  sell  his  property,  but  he 
refused,  saying  it  was  against  his  principles  to 
sell  a  negro  and  he  would  not  do  it  even  if  he 
knew  they  would  be  freed.  He  was  a  man  of 
upright  character  and  his  kindly,  genial  nature 
endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him. 

Edward,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  grew  to 
manhood  under  the  parental  roof  and  was  edu- 


530 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


cated  in  the  district  schools.  Arriving  at  that 
period  in  life  when  he  must  decide  what  business 
he  should  follow,  he  determined  to  still  stick  to 
the  farm,  as  he  considered  that  the  most  delight¬ 
ful  and  independent  life  he  could  lead.  His 
career  began  as  his  father’s  assistant  on  the  home 
place  and  continued  until  the  death  of  the  latter. 
The  mother  soon  following  her  husband  to  the 
better  land,  our  subject  came  to  this  county,  and, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  purchased  his  pres¬ 
ent  valuable  property.  They  continued  together 
for  eight  years,  when  Edward  R.  purchased  his 
brother’s  interest  in  the  place  and  has  been  grad¬ 
ually  adding  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  owns 
a  handsome  tract  of  land  in  Ralls  County.  In 
1893  he  erected  a  comfortable  home  on  his  estate 
which  is  a  most  desirable  country  residence.  He 
is  an  affable  and  courteous  gentleman  and  his 
progressiveness  has  placed  him  in  the  foremost 
rank  of  men  following  his  occupation.  He  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  is  generous  in  his  contributions  to  the 
iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
valued  member.  He  has  won  for  himself  the 
friendship  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  and 
we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  present  his  sketch 
to  our  readers. 


George  a.  DECKARD  has  been  close¬ 
ly  associated  with  the  development  and 
upbuilding  of  Ralls  County  for  the  past 
twenty-six  years,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  a  prom¬ 
inent  place  in  the  history  of  her  progress  and 
among  her  leading  citizens.  He  has  been  a  wit- 
ness  of  vast  changes  in  this  section  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  its  present  condition.  He 
has  made  a  business  of  agriculture  in  general  and 
has  been  particularly  successful  in  raising  live 
stock. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Francis  and 
Lizzie  Deckard,  both  natives  of  Germany,  where 
their  marriage  was  celebrated.  The  young  couple 
began  housekeeping  on  a  farm,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  several  years  and  then,  becoming  de¬ 


sirous  of  better  opportunities,  and  concluding  to 
try  their  fortunes  in  America,  they  disposed  of 
their  landed  possessions  and,  crossing  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  reached  New  York  City,  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  direct  to  ^Montgomery  County,  Pa.  There 
the  father  purchased  a  farm  which  he  cultivated 
successfully  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which 
event  occurred  in  1834.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  George  A.,  our  subject,  and  Liz¬ 
zie,  who  married  Charles  Bliss  and  at  last  ac¬ 
counts  was  living  at  Racine,  Wis.  Three  years 
after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Deckard  mar¬ 
ried  ^largaret  Birdell,  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  where  they  had  been  acquainted  in 
earlier  years.  After  their  marriage  they  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
but  in  a  short  time  sold  out.  IMr.  Deckard 
worked  at  various  employments  in  Buffalo,  and 
finally  going  to  Lacalp  County,  Ind.,  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  wife’s  death  occur¬ 
ring  in  that  State.  Their  three  children  were 
Jacob,  Henry,  and  Lannie. 

George  A.  Deckard  was  born  in  IMontgomery 
County,  Pa.,  May  14,  1827,  and  went  with  his 
father  from  place  to  place  until  he  had  reached 
his  majority,  in  the  meantime  making  the  best 
of  his  advantages  in  the  way  of  an  education.  In 
1848  he  moved  to  IMacomb,  Ill.,  where  he  opened 
a  shoe  store  and  was  fairly  successful  in  business 
there  until  1869.  At  that  time  he  moved  to  Ralls 
County  and  invested  his  savings  of  past  years  in 
a  quarter  section  of  land  on  which  he  has  since 
dwelt,  making  many  good  improvements  on  the 
place.  Politically  he  was  in  early  life  a  supporter 
of  the  Whig  Party  and  since  the  organization  of 
its  successor  has  used  his  ballot  in  favor  of  Re¬ 
publican  nominees.  The  only  secret  society 
with  wdiich  he  is  identified  is  the  IMasonic  Order, 
his  memberships  being  in  Ralls  Blue  Lodge  No. 
33,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Chapter  No.  55,  of  Centre, 
Mo. 

It  w’as  in  1848  that  Mr.  Deckard  chose  as  his 
future  companion  along  life’s  journey,  IMiss  Han¬ 
nah  M.  Foster,  who  was  born  February  22,  1828, 
in  Worcestershire,  England.  Her  parents,  John 
and  IMary  (Horton)  Foster,  w’ere  likewise  natives 
of  England,  but  came  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
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United  States  about  1842.  The  family  located 
on  a  farm  near  Macomb,  Ill.,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  a  short  time  and  moved  to  Macomb  City, 
and  at  that  place  the  father’s  death  occurred.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  in  Chillicothe,  Ill.  These 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deckard,  as 
follows;  William  F.,  who  married  Ida  Ellis,  and 
now  lives  near  the  home  of  our  subject;'  Mary 
Ellen;  Euphrasia,  wife  of  George  Irvin  of  Kan¬ 
sas;  Alice  F. ;  Lewis,  who  married  Nancy  Craw¬ 
ford  and  is  a  resident  of  this  locality;  George 
Mowry,  also  residing  in  this  locality;  Mary  E., 
and  Alice  F.,  who  are  still  at  home.  They  have 
all  been  reared  to  a  full  understanding  of  the 
duties  devolving  upon  them  as  citizens  of  this 
great  Republic  and  have  obtained  good  educa¬ 
tions.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deckard  are  members  of 
the  Universalist  Church. 


JOHN  J.  BROWN,  one  of  the  old  pioneers 
of  Pike  County,  resides  in  a  pleasant  home 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  the  site  of 
his  domicile  being  particularly  fine,  as  it  com¬ 
mands  a  beautiful  view  of  the  river.  He  has  lived 
on  the  outskirts  of  Louisiana  for  the  past  thirty 
years  and  though  now  well  along  in  years  enjoys 
his  favorite  pursuits  of  fruit  culture  and  fishing 
as  well  as  of  yore. 

Our  subject’s  father,  William  Brown,  was  born 
in  Logan  County,  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia, 
and  learned  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade  at  Rich¬ 
mond.  Soon  after  his  apprenticeship  had  ter¬ 
minated  he  set  out  for  the  West  and  joined  the 
Rangers  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  made  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company.  He  assisted  to  guard  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Fort  Buffalo  and  vicinity  and  later 
conducted  a  party  of  settlers  to  St.  Charles  County. 
He  was  under  the  command  of  the  Provisional 
Governor  of  Missouri  and  during  his  service  went 
as  far  as  Plano,  Ill.,  which  country  was  then  in¬ 
fested  with  Indians.  For  a  time  he  resided  in 
St.  Louis  County  and  there  married  Margaret 
Eolf,  who  was  born  and  reared  there,  being  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Nancy  Eoff,  natives  of 


Germany.  About  this  time  Mr.  Brown  put  up  a 
horse  mill  for  grinding  corn,  the  first  mill  in 
St.  Louis  County.  In  the  spring  of  1818  he  lo¬ 
cated  two  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  entering  a  quarter  section  of  land,  on  which 
he  built  a  cabin.  He  devoted  himself  to  cultivat¬ 
ing  and  improving  the  place,  which  he  sold  fifteen 
years  afterward.  From  that  time  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1842,  he  resided  in  Buffalo 
Township,  being  the  proprietor  of  a  farm  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Salt  River.  After  his  arrival  in 
that  locality  he  put  up  a  large  horse  grist  mill, 
which  was  a  great  convenience  to  his  neighbors, 
being  patronized  by  everybody  within  a  radius 
of  twenty  miles  or  more.  Mr.  Brown  was  a 
Henry  Clay  Whig  and  was  very  independent  in 
his  views.  His  wife  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  worthy  Chris¬ 
tian  woman.  They  had  three  children,  James  J. 
being  the  only  son.  The  daughters  were  Rosana, 
who  married  Marcus  Dryfus,  and  Jane,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  M.  H.  Berry,  both  deceased. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  September 
28,  1817,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  his  first  recollec¬ 
tions  are  of  the  new  and  sparsely  settled  portions 
of  Missouri  in  which  his  parents  resided.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  old-fashioned  subscription  schools  in 
St.  Charles  County  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  a 
suitable  age  was  set  at  work  to  assist  his  father. 
From  him  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  more  or  less  during  his  active  years. 
Coming  to  Louisiana  he  was  industriously  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  carpenter  on  many  of  the  leading 
residences  and  public  buildings  during  a  decade 
and  a  half.  Having  purchased  a  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  northern  part  of  the  village  he  took  up 
his  residence  thereon  in  1865  and  has  since  made 
it  his  home.  In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  of  the  old  school. 

December  29,  1841,  our  subject  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  L.,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Catherine 
(Manning)  Scroggins,  all  natives  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Eleven  children  came  to  bless  the  marriage 
of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Brown,  but  only  six  of  the  num¬ 
ber  grew  to  manhood  or  womanhood.  In  order 
of  birth  they  were  named  as  follows:  William 
M.,  Alexander,  Joseph  M.,  Margaret,  MolUe  and 
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Hugh.  Alexander  and  Hugh  have  been  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  silent  land;  William  M.,  is  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  Clarksville,  and  Joseph  W.,  resides 
in  Louisiana;  Margaret  married  Henry  Boyd,  and 
Mollie  is  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Colburn  of  same  place. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  long  been  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  enjoy  the  high  esteem 
and  regard  of  all  who  know  them. 


JUDGE  THEODORE  MARION  RHEA 
is  one  of  the  old  and  best-known  citizens  of 
Louisiana,  Pike  County,  Mo.  Eor  eight 
years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  the  local  gov¬ 
ernment  and  general  condition  of  the  city  to  its 
present  degree  of  excellence.  He  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former 
years  of  activity,  surrounded  by  scores  of  sincere 
friends  and  well-wdshers. 

The  parents  of  the  Judge  were  Cylus  and  Ma- 
sina  (Gilmore)  Rhea.  The  father  was  born  in 
York  County,  S.  C.,  and  was  the  son  of  Patrick 
Rhea,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  with  two  brothers 
came  to  the  United  States  in  Colonial  days,  set¬ 
tling  in  South  Carolina.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  and  lived  to  the  extreme 
old  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  He  was 
active  in  both  mind  and  body  until  the  last,  and 
was  summoned  by  the  death  angel  while  busily 
employed  in  feeding  his  stock.  Cylus  Rhea 
moved  to  Buffalo  Township,  Pike  County,  in 
January,  1828,  and  about  three  years  later  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  about  eight  miles 
west  of  Louisiana.  This  place  he  cultivated  and 
greatly  improved,  living  thereon  until  his  death 
which  occurred  in  December,  1847.  Politically 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  in  his  religious  belief  was 
an  old  school  Presbyterian.  By  nature  he  was 
generous  and  benevolent,  kind  and  sympathetic 
with  those  less  fortunate  than  himself  and  was 
beloved  and  respected  by  all.  His  wife,  a  native 
of  South  Carolina,  was  a  daughter  of  Erancis 
and  Jemima  Gilmore,  who  were  of  English  an¬ 


cestry.  Mrs.  Gilmore  was  a  witness  of  the  battle 
of  Kings  Mountain,  and  carried  water  to  the  sol¬ 
diers  during  the  engagement. 

Judge  Rhea  was  born  June  22,  1820,  in  York 
County,  S.  C.,  and  is  the  eldest  of  nine  children. 
The  others  were  Hamilton  L.,  who  died  in  Pike 
County;  Joshua  G.,  who  was  stabbed  to  death 
by  a  rival  in  a  love  affair  in  a  store  in  Louisiana, 
]\Io. ;  Robert  M.  and  Clarinda,  deceased;  John  A., 
now  in  Texarkana,  Ark.;  James  A.,  of  Pittsfield, 
Ill.;  Lucinda,  Mrs.  Sylvester  Mayhue,  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  Erank  G.,  a  resident  of  Pittsfield,  Ill., 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  the  summer 
of  1856  and  the  father  about  1847. 

When  a  lad  of  about  eight  years  our  subject 
came  to  Missouri  and  continued  to  reside  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age  assisting  in  the  management  of  the  place. 
His  education  was  principally  obtained  in  private 
schools,  and  later  after  leaving  home  he  pursued 
his  higher  studies  while  teaching.  Then  for  two 
years  more  he  conducted  schools  in  Pike  and 
Ralls  County,  and  was  variously  employed  up 
to  the  spring  of  1850.  Coming  at  that  time  to 
Louisiana  he  became  interested  in  a  sawmill 
company  continuing  with  them  for  some  two 
years,  and  subsequently  clerked  for  the  dry  goods 
firm  of  E.  G.  McQuie.  In  1855  he  became  a 
partner  of  Hugh  E.  Sommers,  whose  interest  was 
purchased  on  the  expiration  of  two  years  by  Mr. 
klcQuie.  The  new  firm  did  business  for  a  couple 
of  years  when  our  subject  withdrew.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  he,  in  company  with  Charles  J.  Hunter 
and  his  brother  Hamilton  L.,  organized  the  firm 
known  as  Hunter,  Rhea  &  Company.  This  busi¬ 
ness  was  started  in  i860,  and  it  was  not  until  fif¬ 
teen  years  afterward  that  the  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved. 

Some  time  after  this  Judge  Rhea  and  Joseph 
Block  started  a  private  bank  on  Georgia  Street, 
of  which  the  former  became  president.  This  bank 
was  carried  on  with  fair  success  for  three  years. 
It  was  then  reorganized  with  additional  members 
under  the  name  of  the  Exchange  Bank.  Judge 
Rhea  soon  withdrew,  however,  and  afterwards 
went  into  the  Mercantile  Bank  which  had  been 
organized,  and  was  chosen  one  of  its  directors, 
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which  position  he  still  holds.  He  has  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  settle  estates  and  attend  to  the 
property  interests  of  his  friends  and  has  always 
acquitted  himself  with  ability.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  on  the  Republican  ticket 
and  acted  in  that  responsible  position  for  two 
years  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents 
and  all  concerned. 

October  15,  1876,  Judge  Rhea  was  married  in 
this  city  to  Mrs.  Mary  B.,  widow  of  Dr.  McCuen 
and  daughter  of  William  O.  and  Laura  (Beards- 
ly)  Blackamore.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  followed  the  tailor’s  trade  in  Louisiana 
where  he  died  in  1861.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  departing  this  life  in  1890.  Mrs. 
Rhea  had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage, 
namely:  Edward,  who  married  Alice,  daughter 
of  H.  P.  Baird,  now  an  employe  of  the  Mercantile 
Bank,  and  Ida  B.,  who  is  still  pursuing  her  edu¬ 
cational  work.  Dr.  McCuen,  formerly  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  this  place  died  in  1873.  Mrs.  Rhea 
departed  this  life  after  a  few  hours’  illness,  August 
3,  1875.  Judge  Rhea  and  his  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  and 
are  highly  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  they  come 
in  contact. 


Mary  C.  (DAVIS)  REAGER,  now  resid¬ 
ing  in  Warren  Township,  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  has  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres 
of  valuable  land  under  her  supervision,  in  the 
conduct  of  which  she  shows  herself  a  true 
business  woman  and  thoroughly  capable  of  its 
successful  management.  She  was  born  in  Simp¬ 
son  County,  Ky.,  November  6,  1814,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Dick)  Davis. 
Her  father,  who  was  born  in  1790,  died  in  1859, 
while  her  mother,  whose  birth  occurred  a  year 
later,  lived  until  1874.  They  were  joined  in  mar¬ 
riage  in  Simpson  County,  Ky.,  in  1812,  and  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  twelve  children. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Reager  were 
Joshua  L.,  now  deceased;  James  W.,  deceased; 
Ellen  E.,  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  a  farmer 


of  Shelby  County,  this  State;  Sinah  A.,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  married  Thomas  Davison,  who  is  also 
deceased;  John  H.  departed  this  life  when 
twenty-nine  years  of  age;  Fannie  E.,  deceased 
wife  of  William  Leary,  also  deceased;  Morgan 
L.  died  in  1889;  Eli  C.  is  a  practicing  physician 
of  Hunnewell;  Mo.;  Margaret  M.  married  Syl¬ 
vester  Kopp,  of  Nebraska;  Oliver  P.  is  deceased; 
and  Sarah  J.,  widow  of  David  Riggs,  resides  in 
California. 

John  and  Elizabeth  Davis  came  to  this  county 
in  the  fall  of  1824,  with  a  family  of  six  children. 
They  at  once  decided  on  a  location  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  where  the  father  improved  a  good  estate 
and  lived  until  his  decease.  His  wife  then  moved 
to  Shelby  County,  where  she  passed  her  last 
days.  They  were  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
their  community  and  were  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  them.  < 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  to 
Absalom  Reager  in  1843.  He  was  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  May  II,  1808,  and  departed  this  life  No¬ 
vember  7,  1879,  at  the  home  where  his  widow 
now  lives.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Polly 
(Setcher)  Reager,  also  Virginians,  where  they 
lived  and  died.  Their  sons  and  daughters  were 
named  respectively  Jacob,  John,  Angus,  George, 
Absalom,  Polly,  and  Scottie. 

Absalom  Reager  came  to  Marion  County  in 
the  year  1839,  and  at  once  settled  on  a  tract  of 
land  on  Section  ii.  Township  57,  Range  8.  He 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  which  vocation  he 
followed  to  some  extent  in  connection  with  farm 
pursuits.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  which  religious  body  he  joined  when 
quite  young,  and  in  politics  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reager  there  were  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  Johanna,  the  eldest,  and 
Sarah  M.  are  deceased;  Fidelia  H.  is  the  third; 
John  N.  is  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County;  Sarah  C., 
and  Jacob,  who  is  managing  the  home  place, 
are  at  home;  while  Adolphus  P.  is  engaged  in 
cultivating  a  tract  of  land  in  Saline  County. 

Absalom  Reager  was  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Susanna  Corder,  a  native  of 
the  Old  Dominion,  who  died  in  1839.  She  was 
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the  daughter  of  Vincent  and  Elizabeth  Corder,  ! 
also  natives  of  Virginia,  whence  they  came  to  ! 
Missouri  in  the  fall  of  1839,  where  their  daughter 
died  soon  after.  Mrs.  Corder’s  decease  occurred  ; 
in  this  county,  after  which  her  husband  went  to 
California,  and  there  remained  until  his  death. 
There  were  seven  children  born  to  Absalom  and 
Susanna  Reager,  as  follows:  Martin  A.,  living 
in  California;  Martha  A.,  the  widow  of  H.  Bar¬ 
nett,  of  this  county;  George  H.,  farming  in  the 
Golden  State;  Vincent  A.,  deceased;  Margaret 
E.,  the  widow  of  John  B.  McGlasson,  of  this 
township;  Susanna  R.,  the  widow  of  Tom  Brown 
of  California;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  John  Perkins,  lives 
in  Lewis  County,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Reager  occupies  a  pleasant  home,  which 
is  furnished  with  every  evidence  of  cheerfulness 
and  good  taste,  over  which  she  presides  with 
the  tact  and  kindness  of  heart  which  makes  every 
stranger  feel  at  home  and  welcome. 


ARTHE'R  L.  POWELL  is  an  enterprising 
and  thrifty  young  farmer  of  Warren 
Township,  Marion  County,  making  his 
home  on  Section  20.  Efis  father  purchased  this 
place,  which  comprises  two  hundred  acres,  in 
the  fall  of  1869,  and  lived  thereon  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  ii,  1885.  Since  that  time 
our  subject  has  had  the  sole  management  of 
the  homestead,  and  has  proved  himself  to  be 
fully  qualified  in  this  direction. 

His  father,  James  Powell,  was  born  in  Old¬ 
ham  County,  Ky.,  September  28,  1826,  and  with 
his  sister,  Susan  Taylor,  moved  from  his  native 
State  to  IMissouri.  He  was  then  a  poor  man 
and  was  obliged  to  turn  his  hand  to  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do  whereby  to  earn  an  honest 
livelihood.  He  was  very  industrious  and  perse¬ 
vering,  and  was  at  last  rewarded  by  becoming 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  fine 
a  tract  as  one  could  wish  for.  His  wife,  Mary 
F.,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1872,  was  a  IMiss 
Buzzard  in  her  girlhood.  She  first  became  the 


wife  of  Daniel  Pinkston,  but  after  a  brief  honey¬ 
moon  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  war  and  never 
returned.  Later  his  widow  married  John  Taylor, 
who  died  at  the  end  of  five  years,  leaving  her 
with  two  sons,  Joseph  B.,  who  is  a  farmer  of 
this  township,  and  William  E.,  now  living  in 
Illinois.  Mrs.  Taylor  then  married  our  subject’s 
father  and  bore  him  one  son.  After  Mr.  Powell’s 
death  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  William 
Shaw,  who  died  in  1891.  Mrs.  Shaw  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  in  January,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
forty-three  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  10,  1873,  on 
his  present  farm,  where  he  grew  to  man's  estate. 
He  chose  as  a  partner  in  the  voyage  of  life 
Ollie  May  Chitwood,  their  marriage  being  cele¬ 
brated  January  18,  1893.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Ralls  County,  VIo.,  March  10,  1873,  a 

daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  E.  (Spaulding) 
Chitwood,  both  likewise  natives  of  Ralls  County, 
the  former  born  in  1839.  He  moved  to  this 
I  county  in  1887  and  has  since  made  his  home 
I  within  its  limits.  He  was  married  to  IMiss  Spauld¬ 
ing  in  Ralls  County  in  1864,  and  became  the 
father  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Ida  C.,  wife  of  Charles  Dodd,  a  farmer  of  Ralls 
County;  IMartha  J.,  wife  of  Thomas  Casey,  a 
painter  in  the  railroad  shops  at  Hannibal;  Rich¬ 
ard  T.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county; 
Olive  IM.;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  IMrs. 
Chitwood  died  February  3,  1874,  aged  only 
twenty-seven  years.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  while  her  mother  was  from  IMary^ 
land.  To  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  has  been  born 
a  little  daughter,  Essie  IMay,  who  came  to 
brighten  their  home  January  15,  1894. 

During  two  years,  1890-91  inclusive,  our  sub¬ 
ject  worked  for  a  salary  in  Shelby  County,  ]Mo., 
but  with  this  exception  has  never  been  absent  to 
any  extent  from  the  old  farm  where  he  was  born 
and  reared.  He  obtained  a  district  school  educa¬ 
tion  and  is  a  young  man  of  good  general  infor¬ 
mation.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a  Democrat. 
Among  his  friends  and  neighbors  he  bears  a 
good  reputation  as  a  young  man  of  sterling  prin¬ 
ciples  and  upright  character. 
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ARLINGTON  MADISON  GUPTON. 


Arlington  madison  gupton, 

whose  death  occurred  May  26,  1895,  was 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Marion 
County,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home¬ 
stead  on  Section  31,  Warren  Township.  His 
life  was  an  illustration  of  what  may  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  a  young  man  who  possesses  strong 
and  willing  hands  and  is  not  afraid  of  honest 
work.  Though  he  used  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the 
Democratic  party,  he  was  not  one  of  the  kind 
who  aspired  to  official  distinction,  but,  instead, 
devoted  his  whole  time  and  energy  to  his  own 
domestic  affairs  and  business  interests. 

Mr.  Gupton  was  born  in  Warren  Township, 
Marion  County,  October  7,  1830.  His  father, 
Stephen  Gupton,  was  a  native  of  North  Garo- 
lina,  while  his  mother,  who  was  Mrs.  Betsey 
(Barnett)  Montgomery,  was  a  Kentuckian. 
Stephen  Gupton  left  his  native  State  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  went  to  Tennessee  and  thence 
to  Kentucky,  and  in  1823  came  to  Missouri,  but 
remained  here  only  a  year,  then  returned  to  his 
Kentucky  home,  disposed  of  his  real  estate,  and 
in  a  few  months  settled  permanently  in  Shelby 
County,  Mo.  He  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  timber  land  and  built  a  log  cabin,  to 
which  he  took  his  bride.  He  subsequently  came 
to  this  county,  where  he  purchased  about  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  besides  entering  tracts  in 
Shelby  and  Knox  Counties,  Mo.  He  died  on 
his  farm  in  Marion  County  in  1863,  his  wife  hav¬ 
ing  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  about  fifteen 
years  previously.  Before  their  marriage  she  was 
the  widow  of  Green  Simmons,  of  Kentucky,  and 
the  mother  of  three  children,  namely:  Patty, 


Mrs.  Jim  Garter;  Alexander,  who  died  in  Sulli¬ 
van  County,  when  in  his  sixty-sixth  year;  and 
Johnny,  who  died  in  infancy.  By  her  second 
union  she  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
named  children:  Cothper,  born  December  3, 
1826,  is  still  living  in  this  county;  Judah,  born 
April  27,  1828,  is  deceased;  Arlington  M.  is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Stephen,  born  April  2, 
1831,  resides  in  Shelby  County;  William,  born 
February  14,  1832,  died  when  six  years  old;  Re¬ 
becca,  born  October  16,  1833,  married  John  Le 
Foe,  since  deceased;  Jackson,  born  September 
7,  1836,  has  passed  awayf  Kindred,  born  June  2, 
1838,  is  a  farmer  in  Texas;  Alfred,  born  May  i, 
1840,  is  in  California;  Lorenzo,  born  September 
2,  1842,  is  also  in  California;  and  Cager  I.,  born 
March  29,  1845,  is  in  Iowa.  The  first  child,  born 
April  14,  1825,  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  a  common- 
school  education  and  even  in  his  very  early  years 
helped  his  father  in  the  farm  work.  In  1850  he 
went  to  California,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  making  besides  his  expenses  about  thirteen 
hundred  dollars.  Returning  to  his  old  home,  he 
vvorked  for  a  year  for  neighbors,  and  in  1854 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  built 
a  log  cabin.  This  homestead  is  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness  of  Grundy  County,  and 
here  he  and  his  bride  began  housekeeping. 
Three  years  later  he  sold  the  place  and  bought 
another  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the 
same  county.  Four  years  passed  and  he  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Marion  County,  where  he  occupied 
leased  land  for  some  years.  In  1868,  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  part  of  the  present  homestead. 
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which  now  numbers  six  hundred  and  sixty-six 
acres  within  its  boundaries.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  IMasonic  fraternity  and  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

On  April  28,  1853,  Mr.  Gupton  and  Jane  Ralls, 
daughter  of  William  Ralls,  of  Kentucky,  were 
united  in  marriage.  Eight  children  came  to 
brighten  their  home,  namely:  Stephen,  who 
died  in  infancy;  William  C.,  born  September  14, 
1855,  is  now  a  farmer  of  this  county;  John,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Jackson  D.,  born  December  4, 
1858,  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  in 
California;  Lorenzo  D.,  born  January  4,  1862, 
is  now  at  home;  Eliza  J.,  born  March  i,  1864,  is 
deceased;  Morgan  L.,  born  October  17,  1867, 
died  in  California;  and  Benjamin  S.,  born  April 
2,  1873.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother  was  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  home  beyond  February  7,  1879. 
1880  Mr.  Gupton  married  Mrs.  Josephine  Lamb¬ 
kins,  a  widow,  and  their  only  child  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  the  mother  also  passing  away  January  i, 
1881.  The  lady  who  now  bears  our  subject’s 
name  became  his  wife  November  15,  1882.  She 
was  fonperly  Miss  Susie  Petti,  a  native  of  Knox 
County,  Mo.,  and  a  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Annie  B.  (Marshall)  Petti,  the  former  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Mary  A., 
who  married  Dr.  Edmiston,  both  are  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Thomas  M.,  killed 
in  battle;  Eliza  J.,  deceased;  Hethy,  the  wife  of 
William  Crane,  a  farmer  of  LMion  Township, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work;  Sarah  M.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Priest,  a  re¬ 
tired  farmer,  living  in  Philadelphia,  IMo. ;  Lucy 
M.,  the  wife  of  Julian  Gibbon,  of  Topeka,  Kan.; 
Catharine,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mildred  B.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  William  Ff.  and 
Robert,  twins,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Petti  were  devoted  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Petti  was 
a  Democrat.  He  died  in  Eebruary,  1895,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  his  wife  in  1887,  in 
her  eighty-first  year.  To  Arlington  M.  and  Susie 
Gupton  one  child  was  born,  Josephine,  who  was 
born  August  12,  1886,  and  who  is  the  pride  and 
joy  of  the  household.  Mr.  Gupton  was  honorable 


in  all  his  dealings  and  well  thought  of  by  all  who 
knew  him ;  he  left  a  handsome  estate.  Mrs.  Gup¬ 
ton  is  also  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  county  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement. 


David  Montgomery  proctor 

is  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
of  Union  Township,  Marion  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  was  born  April  26,  1842.  He  is 
a  son  of  Columbus  S.  and  Eleanor  J.  (Woods) 
Proctor.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Jessamine 
County,  Ky.,  born  in  1810.  His  parents  were 
George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Proctor,  whose  chil¬ 
dren  were  Columbus  S.,  Washington,  Montgom¬ 
ery  M.,  and  Unah.  Columbus  S.  came  to  this 
county  in  1831  and  settled  in  this  township, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  July  4,  1865. 
His  first  purchase  was  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
to  this  he  added  from  time  to  time,  until  he  was 
the  possessor  of  thirteen  hundred  acres.  In  his 
native  State  he  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a 
tanner  and  followed  the  trade  about  ten  years. 
When  he  came  to  Missouri  he  had  five  hundred 
dollars  which  he  invested  in  eighty  acres  of  land, 
a  cow  and  a  horse.  On  his  land  he  built  his 
house  and  a  bark  mill.  He  was  a  man  of  influ¬ 
ence,  but  never  aspired  to  office.  In  politics  he 
was  originally  a  Whig  and  subsequently  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat.  Religiously  he  was  a  Baptist.  He  was 
an  extensive  land  owner  and  also  the  owner  of 
many  slaves.  His  wife,  Eleanor  Woods,  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1815,  and  died  in 
the  spring  of  1876.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Hazzard  Woods,  and  came  to  this  county  with 
her  parents,  who  settled  on  the  North  River, 
where  they  remained  the  balance  of  their  days. 
To  Columbus  S.  and  Eleanor  J.  Proctor  were 
given  the  following  children:  George  W., 
born  March  14,  1835,  died  December  ii,  1889; 
James  M.,  born  March  3,  1837,  a  farmer  in  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  Mo.;  Thomas,  born  May  26,  1839, 
Cashier  in  the  Monroe  County  Bank:  David  M., 
our  subject;  Martha  B.,  born  March  26,  1851, 
wife  of  James  S.  Scott,  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer 
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in  Monroe  City;  Sarah,  born  April  ii,  1844,  died 
November  i,  1850;  Margarette,  born  December 
30,  1852,  died  Sept.  30,  1853;  Columbus,  born 
November  25,  1849,  died  January  9,  1850;  Mary 
E.,  born  April  26,  1846,  died  Nov.  26,  1846. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  adjoining  his  present  homestead. 
On  the  original  farm  he  remained,  however,  only 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
his  present  farm.  On  the  12th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1865,  he  was  married  at  Palmyra,  Mo.,  to 
Miss  Emma  J.  Redd,  who  was  born  at  Palmyra, 
April  14,  1845.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Hon.  John 
T.  and  Elizabeth  (Erancis)  Redd.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  1816,  and  who  died  December  5,  1884. 
John  T.  Redd  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  in  1834.  They  settled  north  of  Palmyra 
where  they  purchased  a  tract  of  land.  He  read 
law,  was  admitted  to  practice,  and  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Thirteenth  Judicial  District,  in  1858, 
which  position  he  held  for  many  years,  except 
when  the  iron-clad  oath,  as  it  was  termed,  de¬ 
barred  him  from  that  privilege.  Elizabeth  Redd, 
his  wife,  was  also  born  in  Kentucky,  October  2, 
1823.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
three  sons  and  eight  daughters,  as  follows :  Ann 
E.,  wife  of  Alphonso  Hill,  a  traveling  salesman; 
Sarah  V.,  wife  of  Jacob  Earhart,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Emily  J.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary 
V.,  wife  of  John  R.  Larkin,  a  contractor  and 
builder  of  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Kate  E.,  of  Dan¬ 
bury,  Conn.;  John  T.,  deceased;  James  Miner, 
deceased;  Edward  B.,  a  minister  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Lathrop,  Mo.;  Minnie  P.,  wife  of  John 
Jayne,  an  attorney  of  Memphis,  Mo.;  Penelope, 
wife  of  Augustus  Jayne  of  Monroe  City;  Eannie 
T.,  of  Danbury,  Conn. 

Some  two  years  after  his  marriage,  our  sub¬ 
ject  removed  to  a  farm  adjoining  the  one  that 
he  occupied  at  that  time,  and  there  remained  ten 
years,  when  he  came  to  his  present  homestead, 
which  he  then  purchased,  and  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside.  At  the  age  twenty- 
one  he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  taught 
one  term  in  this  county,  and  then  went  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  where  he  also  taught  one  term.  On  his 


return  from  Kentucky,  he  married  and  began  the 
life  of  a  farmer.  At  present  he  is  the  owner  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  is  also 
interested  in  a  cattle  ranch  in  Texas,  the  corpo¬ 
ration  being  known  as  the  Monroe  Cattle  Com¬ 
pany.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have 
been  born  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Alice  B.,  wife  of  Erancis  W.  Mc- 
Pike,  a  farmer  in  this  county;  Columbus  S.,  a 
lumber  merchant  at  Stuttgartt,  Ark.  ;  John  T.,  a 
minister,  now  in  the  university  at  Chicago;  Ed¬ 
ward  M.,  a  farmer  in  this  township;  Willie  W., 
deceased;  Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  B.  J.  Underwood, 
a  hardware  dealer  at  Stuttgartt,  Ark.;  David  M., 
at  home;  Mabel,  also  at  home;  Jacob,  deceased; 
George,  at  home;  James  R.,  deceased. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Proctor  is  a  Democrat  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  deacon  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 


JOSEPH  R.  BIGGERS,  now  engaged  in  op¬ 
erating  seventy-five  acres  of  the  home  farm, 
is  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  progressive 
young  agriculturists  of  Ralls  County.  The  es¬ 
tate  is  located  on  Section  28,  Township  54, 
Range  7,  and  on  it  Mr.  Biggers  was  born,  March 
II,  1866. 

Joseph  R.,  Sr.,  and  Caroline  M.  (Lipp)  Big¬ 
gers,  the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  born,  re¬ 
spectively,  in  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  They 
were  brought  to  Ralls  County  when  cpiite  young 
and  were  here  reared  and  married.  After  their 
union  they  took  up  their  abode  on  the  place 
where  their  son  is  now  living  and  where  the  father 
carried  on  farming  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1892.  Their  union  was  blest  by  the 
birth  of  six  children,  namely:  Eveline,  Gilson, 
Louisa,  George  H.,  Sarah,  and  Joseph  R.,  Jr. 
Of  these  Sarah  died  in  infancy  and  Gilson  was 
accidentally  killed  by  a  falling  tree  in  1874. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  conducted  in 
the  common  schools  of  this  county,  after  which 
he  continued  to  reside  at  home,  assisting  in  car- 
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rying  on  the  old  farm,  until  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  was  then  seized  with  the  Western  fever  and, 
joining  a  party  bound  for  California,  crossed  the 
plains  and  after  one  year  spent  on  a  ranch  re¬ 
turned  home  and  has  been  contented  to  remain 
there  ever  since. 

The  marriage  of  Joseph  R.  Riggers  with  IMiss 
Ada  Brooks  took  place  in  Ralls  County  October 
I,  1892.  i\Irs.  Riggers  was  born  in  1876  near 
Centralia,  jMo.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  IMack  B. 
and  Gabe  S.  (Sweeney)  Brooks,  for  many  years 
residents  on  an  estate  near  the  above  city,  but 
who  are  now  living  in  California,  where  the  fath¬ 
er  is  engaged  in  teaching  school. 

Hr.  Riggers  has  continued  to  make  his  home 
with  his  mother,  and  after  his  marriage  purchased 
seventy-five  acres  of  the  old  farm,  which  he  is 
cultivating  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  By  his 
union  with  IMiss  Brooks  there  has  been  born  a 
son,  Adolphus  ]M.,  born  May  5,  1893. 

Corn,  wheat,  and  oats  form  the  principal  prod¬ 
ucts  of  Mr.  Riggers’  farm,  although  he  has  on 
his  place  several  head  of  fine  blooded  stock.  In 
politics  he  has  always  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  busi¬ 
ness  transactions,  he  bears  a  most  enviable  name 
for  fairness  and  justice,  and  stands  high  in  the 
aflections  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances. 


JAMES  W.  INLOW,  a  well-to-do  agricultur¬ 
ist  of  Ralls  County,  owns  an  improved  farm 
on  Section  33,  Township  54,  Range  5.  He 
has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  as  he 
commenced  life  empty  handed  and  gradually,  by 
the  exercise  of  good  business  management,  thrift 
and  ii^dustry,  has  accumulated  a  competency. 

]\Ir.  Inlow  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  this 
county,  having  been  born  in  Jasper  Township, 
March  14,  1833.  His  father,  James  Inlow,  was 
born  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Kentucky.  There 
he  married  Miss  Ann  Briscoe,  likewise  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  and  in  1828  they  made  the  jour¬ 
ney  to  Missouri,  their  first  location  being  near 


Frankford,  Pike  County.  There  they  purchased 
a  farm  which  they  cultivated  for  about  three 
years,  when,  as  a  good  opportunity  to  sell  pre¬ 
sented  itself,  they  disposed  of  the  farm  and  in¬ 
vested  the  proceeds  in  a  quarter  section  of  land 
in  Ralls  County.  Mr.  Inlow  subsecjuently  en¬ 
tered  a  homestead  of  the  Government,  and  at  one 
time  was  the  proprietor  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  He  improved  a  portion  of  the  land 
on  which  he  continued  to  dwell  until  the  Civil 
War  broke  out,  when  he  came  to  live  with  our 
subject,  continuing  to  dwell  under  his  roof  until 
death  claimed  him,  July  2,  1877.  His  faithful 
companion  and  helpmate  had  died  many  years 
before,  when  our  subject  was  but  a  child.  The 
family  numbered  eight  children,  namely:  Jane 
D.;  Sevelia  B.;  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  James 
W. ;  one  who  died  unnamed;  Abraham  A.,  now 
a  resident  of  New  London;  Artemescia  and 
John,  the  second  of  the  same  name. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  passed  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  in  a  new  country, 
his  schooling  being  rather  limited.  He  contin¬ 
ued  to  live  at  home  until  reaching  his  majority, 
when  for  two  or  three  years  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  and  in  this  way  managed  to  get 
a  start  in  the  business  world.  In  1857  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  from  that  time  onward  devoted  himself 
industriously  to  its  development  and  cultivation. 
At  present  his  estate  comprises  five  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  is  a  valuable  property.  His 
principal  crops  consist  of  corn  and  fruit,  and  such 
stock  as  he  raises  is  mainly  for  his  own  use. 

In  August,  1858,  iMr.  Inlow  married  Mary 
Jane  Hostetter,  a  native  of  Pike  County,  Mo., 
who  was  born  in  1838.  Her  parents  were  Am¬ 
mon  and  IMatilda  (Jackson)  Hostetter,  who  were 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Pike 
County  and  who  have  long  since  been  summoned 
to  their  reward.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inlow  have  had 
born  to  them  ten  children,  of  whom  five  are  de¬ 
ceased:  William  Henry,  Luther,  Fannie  Jane, 
Galvin,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Those 
living  are  James  A.,  Matilda  Ann,  Charles' Ed¬ 
ward,  Cora  E.,  and  Jesse  Edward.  They  have  all 
had  good  educational  advantages  and  Charles  is 
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now  taking  his  fourth  course  at  the  college  at 
Chillicothe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inlow,  with  their 
elder  children,  are  devoted  members  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Presbyterian  Church. 

Politically  Mr.  Inlow  uses  his  right  of  fran¬ 
chise  on  behalf  of  Democratic  nominees  and 
measures,  having  been  an  ally  of  the  party  since 
reaching  his  majority.  During  the  war  he  en¬ 
listed  in  a  recruiting  company  in  August,  1863, 
his  Captain  being  Benjamin  Ely,  and  his  com¬ 
pany  under  charge  of  Col.  Porter.  He  was  pres¬ 
ent  and  took  part  in  several  skirmishes,  at  Kirks- 
ville.  Walnut  Creek,  Charitan  River,  and  others, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  in  Ralls  County,  Mo. 
From  October  12,  until  December  17,  he  was 
confined  in  the  prisons  at  Hannibal  and  St.  Louis 
and  on  being  released  returned  home.  Pie  is 
known  to  be  a  man  of  upright  and  honorable 
character,  just  in  his  dealings,  and  unselfish  in 
his  motives. 


JAMES  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  the  proprietor 
of  a  fine  grocery  at  Macon,  is  a  native  of 
this  State,  having  been  born  in  Lincoln 
County,  December  17,  1840.  His  parents  were 
Andrew  and  Esther  (Cooper)  Cunningham,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky. ;  they 
became  residents  of  this  State  as  early  as  1830,  lo¬ 
cating  at  once  in  Lincoln  County,  where  the 
father  owned  and  managed  a  fine  farm.  Of  the 
eleven  children  born  to  Andrew  and  Esther  Cun¬ 
ningham,  five  are  now  living,  those  besides  our 
subject  being;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  Daniel  W. 
Miller,  of  Lincoln  County,  Mo.;  Joel  B.,  engaged 
as  a  carpenter  in  Macon;  John  N.,  a  farmer  near 
Moscow,  Idaho;  Andrew  Milton,  manages  a  part 
of  the  old  homestead  in  Lincoln  County.  Of  the 
six  deceased,  four  died  in  early  childhood;  Nancy 
J.  passed  away  after  her  marriage  with  George 
Dryden;  Winnifred  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  her  demise. 

The  Cunninghams  are  of  Scotch  origin  and 
early  settlers  in  Virginia.  Grandfather  William 
Cunningham  was  born  in  Rockbridge  County, 


Va.,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Margaret  Taylor.  This 
family  was  represented  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  which  was  carried  on  by  slave 
labor;  he  also  owned  a  distillery  in  that  State, 
but  lost  most  of  his  property  before  moving  to 
Kentucky. 

On  the  mother’s  side  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  bore 
the  name  of  William  L.  Cooper,  and  in  1803 
made  a  trip  to  New  Orleans  on  a  flatboat.  Both 
parents  of  our  subject  are  living,  the  father  born 
June  4,  1818,  and  his  wife  born  January  25,  same 
year.  A  great  aunt  of  the  former  was  scalped  by 
the  Indians  when  a  small  child  and  cast  aside  for 
dead;  she  recovered,  however,  and  lived  to  be 
thirty  years  of  age.  Her  family  were  shown  the 
scalp  many  years  afterward  by  the  Indians. 

Our  subject  was  at  home  working  on  the  farm 
on  the  outbreak  of  the  war;  he  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Confederate  Army  September  9,  1861, 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Guards.  Subsequently 
he  was  mustered  into  Company  F,  Second  IMis- 
souri  Infantry,  under  Capt.  William  Carter,  of 
Louisiana,  and  served  in  what  became  Cockrell’s 
Brigade.  The  first  engagement  in  which  he  par¬ 
ticipated  was  at  Lexington,  September  6.  Some 
time  during  that  engagement,  while  rolling  hemp, 
he  was  wounded  and  laid  up  in  the  hospital  for 
several  weeks.  On  recovering  he  rejoined  his 
regiment  and  fought  in  the  engagements  at  Pea 
Ridge,  Ark.,  luka  and  Corinth;  in  the  last-named 
conflict  he  lost  his  left  leg.  Although  this  oc¬ 
curred  October  4,  1862,  he  did  not  return  home 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  July,  1865,  IMr.  Cunningham  again  took  up 
his  abode  in  Lincoln  County,  and  was  variously 
employed  until  his  marriage,  September  i,  1868, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  having  been  IMiss  Anna  L. 
Cooper.  Soon  after  their  union  they  went  to 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  our  subject  was  en¬ 
gaged  for  six  years,  dealing  in  new  and  second¬ 
hand  goods.  In  October,  1876,  he  came  to  iMa- 
con,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  For  a  time 
after  taking  up  his  abode  here  he  lived  on  a 
farm;  in  1880  was  made  Collector  of  Revenue  at 
jMacon,  and  six  years  later  he  was  elected  Re- 
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corder  of  Deeds,  serving  in  this  capacity  for  two 
terms. 

January  26,  1895,  iNlr.  Cunningham  started  in 
the  grocery  business,  and  by  fair  dealing  and 
courteous  treatment  of  customers  has  built  up  a 
good  and  paying  business.  His  union  with  Hiss 
Cooper  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
only  one  of  whom,  Esther,  is  deceased;  Harry 
Lee  lives  in  Alacon ;  Walter  Andrew  is  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  at  IMacon,  AIo. ;  Tames 
Franklin,  Esther  IMaude  Amanda,  Alary  Winni- 
fred,  William  J.,  Jefferson  Parker,  Annie  Laurie 
and  Tennie  Omega  are  the  younger  members  of 
the  family.  Socially  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
the  Confederate  Association  of  Alissouri,  and  in 
politics  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic 
ranks. 


JOHN  WILLIAAI  RULE,  SR.,  one  of  the 
progressive  farmers  and  stockraisers  of  this 
locality,  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  having 
been  born  in  Spencer  Township,  November  13, 
1846.  To  his  parents,  William  Griffin  and  Sarah 
AT  (Attkisson)  Rule,  w'ere  born  four  children,  of 
whom  he  was  the  eldest. 

William  G.  Rule  was  born  in  Pendleton 
County,  Ky.,  Bebruary  ii,  1822.  His  father  died 
while  he  was  a  child  and  shortly  after  that  event 
his  mother  removed  to  Alissouri  with  her  family, 
locating  in  Pike  County,  where  she  lived  for  some 
forty-seven  years,  her  death  occurred  in  1875. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  family  here  William  G. 
was  a  boy  six  years  of  age  and  as  he  approached 
man’s  estate,  he  chose  for  his  future  career  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  In  1846  he  was  married 
and  with  his  young  wife  began  life  for  themselves 
in  Spencer  Township.  Here  they  remained  until 
1856  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Audrain 
County,  this  State,  in  which  section  he  was  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  public  spirited  citizen.  Shortly  after  his 
removal  there  he  was  placed  in  nomination  by 
the  Democratic  party  for  the  office  of  Assessor, 
to  which  position  he  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority.  During  his  incumbency  of  the  office  he 


devoted  himself  zealously  to  the  discharge  of  each 
duty,  serving  with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  those  concerned. 

In  1865  the  father  of  our  subject  left  Audrain 
County,  and  went  to  Pike  County,  Ill.  His  stay 
there  was  very  short,  however,  for  six  months 
later  we  find  him  living  in  Ralls  County,  on  lanrl 
near  New  London,  where  it  was  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
ver}'  progressive  man  and  interested  in  any  and 
all  movements  set  on  foot  for  the  improvement 
and  elevation  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
He  was  genial  and  kindly  in  disposition  and  very 
liberal  in  his  gifts  to  charitable  causes. 

Hon.  Edward  B.  Rule,  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  November  23,  1783,  and  passed 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Kentucky.  He 
vvas  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  War  of  1812,  serv¬ 
ing  in  that  conflict  under  General  Winchester. 
At  the  time  of  the  defeat  of  that  general  at  the 
battle  of  River  Raisin  he  was  captured  and  held  a 
prisoner  for  some  time.  In  later  years  he  repre¬ 
sented  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Kentucky 
Legislature  and  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  that 
body. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  care  and  guidance  of  a  loving  and  in¬ 
telligent  mother,  and  acquired  a  fair  education  in 
the  common  schools.  Reaching  that  period  in 
life  when  he  must  choose  a  calling,  he  entered  a 
flour  mill,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of 
engineering.  He  was  then  nineteen  years  of 
age  and  spent  several  years  of  his  life  in  operat¬ 
ing  an  engine.  He  then  decided  to  abandon  that 
business  and  turn  his  attention  to  farming,  of 
which  venture  he  has  made  a  signal  success. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Aliss  Rebecca 
Ann  Cartmell  occurred  December  12,  1876.  He 
thus  began  with  renewed  zeal  and  earnestness  to 
make  a  success  of  life  and  until  the  spring  of 
1880,  lived  on  rented  land.  He  then  removed  to 
his  present  fine  estate,  a  portion  of  which  he  had 
purchased  in  1873.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical 
farmer  and,  as  the  years  rolled  by  and  his  means 
would  allow,  added  to  his  place  until  now  he  ;s 
the  proprietor  of  three  hundred  and  five  acres  of 
some  of  the  most  productive  land  in  Pike  County. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rule  there  has  been  born  a 
son,  Jacob  Griffin,  a  bright  lad  of  nine  years.  Mr. 
Rule  is  an  aflfable  and  courteous  gentleman  and 
commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  those 
about  him.  He  is  well  known  in  this  vicinity,  and 
is  numbered  among  its  best  residents.  He  is  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Louisiana  and, 
socially,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
since  1868.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  Democratic  principles  and  candidates. 
Religiously  he  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  to 
which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor.  His  success  has 
not  been  attained  without  difficulties,  but  his  life 
verifies  the  old  belief  that  everything  is  possible 
to  the  man  possessing  energy  and  good  judg¬ 
ment. 


Harriet  (harsell)  clouser  is 

one  of  the  honored  residents  of  Fabius 
Township,  Marion  County.  She  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  and  one-half 
acres  of  finely  improved  farm  land  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  but  at  present  is  living  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Johnson.  She  is  a 
native  of  Mineral  County,  Va.,  her  birth  having 
occurred  May  22,  1827,  and  for  over  forty-five 
years  she  has  dwelt  in  this  community  where  she 
is  greatly  esteemed. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  and 
Rachel  (Flick)  Harsell,  likewise  natives  of  the 
Old  Dominion,  where  they  were  married.  In 
1847  they  emigrated  to  this  county  and  here 
passed  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  a 
school  teacher  in  early  life,  but  after  coming  to 
Missouri  was  not  actively  engaged  in  any  busi¬ 
ness.  His  death  occurred  in  March,  1871,  when 
he  was  in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  September  i,  1795.  He  was  a 
son  of  Peter  and  Lucretia  Harsell,  natives  of  Gei'- 
many,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  a 
permanent  home  in  Vitginia.  Rachel  Harsell, 
born  August  31,  1802,  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Susan  Flick,  who  were  also  of  German  birth, 
and  who  at  an  early  day  took  up  their  abode  in 
Virginia.  Mrs.  Rachel  Harsell  died  December 
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31,  1847.  She  was  the  mother  of  twelve  children, 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born  February  4,  1821, 
married  James  Tate,  now  deceased,  and  resides 
on  a  farm  in  this  county;  Susan,  born  June  20, 
1822,  is  the  widow  of  George  Carter,  and  lives 
on  a  farm  in  this  county;  Jacob,  born  November 
I,  1824,  is  engaged  in  managing  a  farm  in  Mar¬ 
ion  County;  Harriet -is  the  subject  of  this  narra¬ 
tive;  Joshua,  born  Adarch  i,  1829,  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county;  Juliana, 
born  July  25,  1831,  was  the  wife  of  Wade  Hain- 
line,  now  living  in  Illinois;  she  died  in  1879; 
Peter,  born  February  24,  1833,  is  also  a  resident 
of  Adarion  County;  Amanda,  born  February  14, 
1835,  married  Alexander  Shannon,  and  lives  in 
St.  Charles  County,  Mo.;  John  W.,  born  March 
31,  1837,  is  deceased;  Zimri,  born  December  29, 
1839,  is  a  farmer  near  Sedalia,  Col.;  Elijah,  born 
Alay  7,  1842,  also  lives  in  Marion  County,  on  a 
farm;  Henry  H.,  born  July  6,  1845,  is  an  officer 
in  the  United  States  Army,  being  located  at 
Lewistown,  Idaho.  These  children  were  all  born 
in  Hampshire,  now  called  Adineral  County,  Va. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Clouser  was  first  married  in  1849 
to  Elisha  Fogle,  who  was  born  September  23, 
1829,  in  Virginia.  His  parents  were  Henry  and 
Lucretia  (Harsell)  Fogle,  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  and  who  passed  their  last  years  in 
Marion  County.  Of  their  children,  Keziah,  de¬ 
ceased,  first  married  Jacob  Rice,  and  later  Wil¬ 
liam  Howard,  both  now  deceased;  Juliana  wed¬ 
ded  Abraham  Leatherman;  John  was  killed  in 
the  late  war;  Susan  is  the  widow  of  Richard  Ral¬ 
eigh;  Eliza  and  Harriet  are  deceased.  Elisha 
Fogle  emigrated  to  the  West  in  1848,  renting  a 
farm  in  Marion  County  and  some  nine  years 
later  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twelve 
and  one-half  acres,  now  known  as  the  old  Fogle 
homestead.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  November  21,  1881,  he  was  the  owner  of 
four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  was  divided  among  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren.  Their  only  son,  James  W.,  was  born  De¬ 
cember  25,  1849,  is  a  farmer  of  Fabius  Town¬ 
ship;  Annie  V.,  born  Alarch  25,  1853,  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  S.  Johnson;  Rachel  AL,  born  July  9, 
1856,  died  in  October,  1859. 
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October  6,  1888,  Airs.  Harriet  Fogle  became 
the  wife  of  David  B.  Clouser.  He  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  his  death  occurred  July  12, 
1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  cjualities  and  had  hosts  of  warm 
friends  in  this  neighborhood.  In  his  political  be¬ 
lief  he  was  a  Republican  and  never  failed  to  dis¬ 
charge  his  duties  as  a  citizen. 

Walter  S.  Johnson  was  born  in  Warren  Town¬ 
ship,  Alarion  County,  April  i,  1843,  married 
Annie  Fogle,  daughter  of  our  subject,  Febru¬ 
ary  19,  1871.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  son  of  Horatio 
N.  and  Juliana  (Tabor)  Johnson,  natives  of  Xew 
York  State.  They  moved  to  Alarion  County  in 
1835  and  here  passed  their  remaining  days.  The 
former  was  born  July  31,  1809,  and  died  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1877,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  5,  1811,  died  April  21,  1865.  Their  seven 
children  were  named  as  follows:  Whlliam  P., 

(Arson  D.,  Sarah  A.,  Walter  S.,  Elizabeth  R., 
John  N.,  and  Tabor  T.  Walter  Johnson  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  Philadelphia,  AIo.,  and 
after  reaching  his  majority,  rented  various  farms 
in  that  locality  for  six  years.  Then  for  three 
years  he  worked  on  a  salary  in  this  township 
and  for  six  years  after  his  marriage  leased  a  farm 
in  this  vicinity.  Afterward,  on  account  of  his 
health,  he  went  to  Colorado,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years.  In  1884,  he  moved  to  his  present 
homestead  which  comprises  one  hundred  and 
five  acres.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Democracy. 


Richard  a.  jackson  is  a  weii-to-do 

and  energetic  agriculturist  of  Township 
56,  Range  8,  Marion  County,  his  resi¬ 
dence  being  on  Section  6.  He  is  a  fitting  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  self-made  men  of  this  region,  of  whom 
there  are  many  and  prominent  ones.  His  only 
capital  in  life  was  a  good  general  education,  a 
few  hundred  dollars  and  native  characteristics  of 
determination,  industry  and  energy  in  whatever 


he  undertook,  and  thus  in  time  he  wrought  out 
for  himself  a  goodly  heritage.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  this  Township,  having  been 
absent  from  its  limits  only  a  few  months,  and 
has  thus  been  identified  with  its  development  and 
increasing  prosperity. 

William  P.  Jackson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Kent  County,  Delaware,  June  12,  1819, 
and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  married  Emily 
Sharp,  a  native  of  this  Township.  She  died  Alay 
II,  1849,  aged  only  twenty-three  years,  and  left 
three  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Alary  E.,  since  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
T.  Ragland,  who  is  also  deceased.  Subsequently 
William  Jackson  married  Sarah  F.  Taylor,  who 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  is  still  living  in  this 
Township,  and  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found 
on  another  page.  By  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children:  James  W.,  of  Buckland. 
AIo.,  engaged  in  merchandising:  John  T.,  who 
is  a  farmer  in  this  township;  Eliza  F.,  deceased; 
formerly  the  wife  of  Air.  Settles,  a  farmer  of 
Boone  County;  Sarah  J.,  who  lives  with  her 
mother;  Emily  E.,  wife  of  John  W.  Rouse,  a 
banker  of  Bucklin;  Lula,  wife  of  Alfred  Cassa- 
day,  a  merchant  in  Lamar,  AIo.;  Julius,  de¬ 
ceased;  AI.  Fannie,  a  school  teacher,  living  at 
home;  J.  Beatrice,  who  married  Dr.  W.  L. 
Stamper,  a  school  teacher  in  Alontana;  William 
W.,  a  farmer  of  Barton  County,  AIo. ;  and  Annie 
E.,  who  is  also  a  school  teacher  and  living  with 
her  mother.  The  father  of  this  large  family 
moved  to  Shelby  County,  AIo.,  from  Delaware  at 
an  early  day,  and  when  twenty-five  years  of  age 
settled  in  Warren  Township,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
education  and  taught  school  for  many  years  in 
addition  to  carrying  on  his  farm.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  served  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  capacity  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  busy  and  useful  life  was 
called  to  his  reward,  September  7,  1891,  aged 
seventy-three  years. 

The  birth  of  Richard  A.  Jackson  occurred  in 
WHrren  Township,  this  county,  November  23, 
1843.  His  boyhood  passed  quietly  on  his  father’s 
farm,  his  time  being  occupied  in  the  usual  pur- 
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suits  of  a  country  lad  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age.  He  had  then  completed  his  course  at 
the  District  school  and ’entered  the  Central  Col¬ 
lege  at  Fayette.  At  the  end  of  one  term  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  intending  to  resume  his  college 
course,  but  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  was 
obliged  to  change  his  plans.  Later  he  went  to 
Abingdon  College  in  Knox  County,  Ill.,  for  six 
months,  but  on  account  of  sickness  was  obliged 
to  give  up  his  studies  for  a  time.  When  he  had 
partially  regained  his  health  he  obtained  a  teach¬ 
er’s  certificate,  and  conducted  a  school  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  He  was  careful  and  economical,  thus 
being  able  to  lay  by  a  portion  of  his  income,  and 
in  1869  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  For  one  year  he 
was  engaged  in  the  men’s  furnishing  goods  busi¬ 
ness  in  Monroe  City,  but  aside  from  that  has 
given  his  sole  attention  to  his  farm,  since  becom¬ 
ing  the  owner  of  his  original  homestead.  By 
subsequent  purchase  he  has  extended  its  bound¬ 
aries  until  at  present  it  numbers  five  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres. 

As  his  future  companion  along  life’s  highway 
Mr.  Jackson  chose  Alice  B.  Johnson,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  this  Township  in  1874.  She 
is  likewise  a  native  of  Marion  County,  having 
been  born  November  ii,  1846,  to  Dr.  Daniel  and 
Frances  R.  (Graham)  Johnson,  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  Tennessee  respectively.  Mrs. 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  1811,  departed  this  life 
July  22,  1895.  She  was  a  woman  possessing 
many  amiable  qualities,  and  was  beloved  by  all. 
Mrs.  Jackson  is  one  of  nine  children  and  a  twin 
sister  of  Annie  L.,  who  is  a  school  teacher  in 
Covington.  Another  sister,  Cornelia,  a  resident 
of  the  same  city,  is  the  wife  of  Watson  Sayers, 
a  merchant.  The  eldest  of  the  family,  Juliet,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Isaac  L.  Owens,  a  farmer  of  this 
Township,  has  passed  to  the  silent  land,  as  has 
also  the  next  sister,  Delia,  who  was  the  wife  of 
John  T.  Sullivan,  now  a  retired  business  man  of 
Covington.  Henry  G.,  one  of  two  brothers,  is 
a  retired  merchant  of  Monroe  City,  and  Susan, 
the  youngest  sister,  is  the  wife  of  James  Sullivan, 
who  is  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  in  Mon¬ 
roe  City.  Daniel,  Jr.,  is  a  farmer  in  California. 


Dr.  Daniel  Johnson  came  to  Marion  County  in 
1832,  and  during  his  residence  here  lived  in  sev¬ 
eral  sections  of  the  same.  He  owned  a  farm 
and  also  conducted  a  large  practice  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity,  and  was  also  a  large  slave  owner.  In  1865 
he  was  found  a  short  distance  from  the  depot 
in  Monroe  City  dead,  and  it  is  supposed  was 
killed  by  a  railroad  train. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  become  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Wm.  Teaman, 
born  December  22,  1875,  died  October  22,  1876; 
Richard  Elmo,  born  February  25,  1877;  Juliet, 
born  September  19,  1878;  Emily  Alberta,  born 
August  3,  1880;  Francis  Everett,  born  March  6, 
1882;  Susan  Cornelia,  born  March  20,  1884; 
Julius  Augustus  and  Jessie  Graham,  twins,  were 
born  January  13,  1887;  Jessie,  died  October  i, 
1893.  Ad  reside  at  home.  In  order  to  afford 
them  better  educational  advantages  the  family 
reside  in  Monroe  Gity  during  the  winter  season. 
Our  subject  and  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their  names 
are  always  to  be  found  on  the  list  of  contributors 
to  worthy  causes.  They  are  public  spirited  and 
take  great  interest  in  whatever  pertains  to  the 
good  of  the  country  at  large  and  this  locality  in 
particular.  Mr.  Jackson  uses  his  ballot  in  favor 
of  Democratic  nominees  and  principles. 


Emmet  J.  CRAWEORD,  an  industrious 
young  agriculturist,  who  resides  in  War¬ 
ren  Township,  is  a  self-made  man.  His 
career  may  well  serve  as  an  example  to  those 
younger  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  a  man 
who  possesses  ambition,  energy  and  good  com¬ 
mon  sense.  Mr.  Crawford  began  for  himself 
when  attaining  his  majority  and  has  become 
prosperous  and  highly  respected  through  his 
untiring  efforts.  His  homestead,  which  is  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  extent,  is  greatly  im¬ 
proved  since  he  took  possession  of  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Salem  Township, 
Ralls  County,  this  State,  December  19,  1864,  to 
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James  D.  and  Lucetta  (Yager)  Crawford,  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  the  above  county  and  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  father  was  born  November  2,  1836, 
and  Mrs.  Crawford’s  birth  occurred  in  August, 
1836.  They  were  married  in  Ralls  County,  in 
February,  1854,  and  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Louisa  F.,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  J. 
Melson,  representative  from  Ralls  County  in  the 
State  Legislature;  Addison  Y.,  is  a  farmer  of  that 
county;  Emmet  J.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next 
born;  Edward  N.,  is  also  carrying  on  farming 
operations  in  Ralls  County,  in  which  section 
Albert  D.  also  farms.  The  father  of  this  family  is 
now  living  in  retirement  in  Ralls  County,  where 
he  was  for  many  years  an  extensive  farmer  and 
stock-raiser.  He  was  fairly  well  educated  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  school  affairs  in  his 
neighborhood.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  always  votes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 

Emmet  J.  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  and  when 
starting  out  to  seek  his  own  livelihood  he  first 
worked  by  the  month  at  farm  labor  for  two  years. 
He  then  had  saved  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to 
enable  him  to  rent  a  tract  of  land  and  for  one 
year  he  was  engaged  in  its  operation.  So  suc¬ 
cessful  was  he  in  this  undertaking  that  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  estate  and  has  continued  to 
make  it  his  home  ever  since. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  married  April  12,  1888,  to 
Miss  Ada  Owens,  who  was  born  in  this  county, 
March  30,  1866.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William 
L.  and  Margaret  M.  (Patton)  Owens,  natives  of 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Owens  was  born  in  Bourbon 
County  and  departed  this  life  July  25,  1885.  He 
was  three  years  of  age  at  the  time  his  parents 
removed  to  Hancock  County,  Ill.,  where  his 
father’s  death  occurred.  In  1848  he  came  to 
Marion  County  with  his  mother  and  made  this 
portion  of  the  State  his  home  until  his  decease. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Bourbon  County,  January 
15,  1835,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Hugh  and 
Jane  (Nesbeth)  Patton,  also  Kentuckians,  in 
which  State  they  passed  their  entire  lives.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy:  Ann,  now  deceased,  married  Wil¬ 


liam  Layson,  who  is  also  dead;  Sarah  is  the  de¬ 
ceased  wife  of  Andrew  Smither;  Joseph  is  a  far¬ 
mer  of  Henry  County,  Mp. ;  William  is  farming 
in  Arkansas;  Hugh  is  a  farmer  of  Montrose, 
Henry  County,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Margaret  Owens,  who 
was  the  youngest. 

William  L.  and  Margaret  (Patton)  Owens  had 
no  children,  the  wife  of  our  subject  being  their 
adopted  daughter,  whom  they  took  into  their 
hearts  and  home  when  young,  and  reared  as 
their  own.  Mrs.  Owen  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  never 
fails  on  election  day  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the 
nominees  of  that  party,  to  which  he  has  always 
been  loyal.  He  is  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  in¬ 
tegrity  of  character  and  good  business  qualifica¬ 
tions,  and  is  hence  ranked  among  the  substan¬ 
tial  citizens  of  the  county.  To  the  subject  and  his 
wife  were  born  the  following  children:  James 
E.,  born  October  14,  1888;  Mary  L.,  born  May 
14,  1890;  Emmet  O.,  born  November  30,  1891; 
Helen,  born  June  18,  1894. 


JOHN  W.  PAYNE,  who  is  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  stock-raising,  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Marion 
County,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  a  place  in  this 
volume.  His  life  has  been  full  of  adventure  and 
wide  experience  as  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  he  lived  in  the  West,  during  that  time  being 
engaged  in  mining,  farming,  prospecting,  etc. 
At  length  he  tired  of  his  unsettled  condition  and 
having  been  fairly  successful,  returned  to  Mis¬ 
souri  and  purchased  his  present  farm,  adjoining 
the  old  homestead.  This  place  is  situated  on 
Section  17,  Township  58,  Range  8,  and  has  been 
greatly  increased  in  value  and  desirability  by  the 
unremitting  efforts  of  the  owner  in  its  improve¬ 
ment. 

Daniel  Payne,  one  of  the  worthy  old  settlers 
of  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  and  father  of  the  above, 
was  born  in  that  county,  January  19,  I795> 
on  arriving  at  maturity  was  married  in  that  State 
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to  Nancy  Hilleary,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  She  was  born  February  14,  1798, 
and,  after  surviving  her  husband  many  years, 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  December  9,  1865.  In 
Virginia  Mr.  Payne  had  owned  slaves,  according 
to  the  custom  of  that  locality.  He  was  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  home  beyond,  June  29,  1839,  and 
three  years  afterward  his  widow  moved  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  settling  in  that  township  with  her  chil¬ 
dren,  and  in  1842  rented  a  farm,  which  she  man¬ 
aged  for  three  years.  Then  she  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  (the  tract  next  to  the 
place  now  owned  by  our  subject);  on  this  home¬ 
stead  her  death  occurred  a  few  years  later.  Of 
her  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
the  record  is  as  follows:  Ramsdell,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1822,  died  March  9,  1888;  John  W.  is  our 
subject;  Madison,  born  July  27,  1827,  is  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  postmaster  at  Warren,  this  county  ; 
Elizabeth,  born  August  31,  1830,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Hilleary,  a  farmer  of  this  township; 
Mary  J.,  born  July  24,  1833,  married  John  C.  Hil¬ 
leary,  who  died  March  28,  1889,  and  she  now  re¬ 
sides  at  the  home  of  our  subject;  Leonidas,  born 
December  16,  1835,  also  lived  with  Mr.  Payne; 
and  Basil,  born  April  9,  1839,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  is  now  a  resident  of  Monroe  City, 
Mo. 

J.  W.  Payne,  like  his  parents,  is  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Fauquier 
County,  June  12,  1824,  and  there  he  passed  his 
early  years.  He  came  with  the  family  to  this 
State  in  1842,  and  assisted  his  mother  in  the 
cultivation  of  her  new  farm  until  1852.  He  had 
long  been  desirous  to  go  West  with  the  gold- 
seekers  and  now  carried  his  plans  into  effect.  He 
started  with  an  ox  team  across  the  plains,  leaving 
here  April  12,  1852,  and  on  the  way  stopped  at 
Diamond  Spring,  Cal.,  for  a  short  time.  He 
went  to  Placer  County  and  made  that  locality 
his  headquarters  during  the  twenty-four  years 
which  he  passed  on  the  Pacific  slope.  In  the 
spring  of  1876  he  returned  home  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
has  never  married,  having  become  a  confirmed 
bachelor,  while  he  led  his  life  of  adventure  and 
roughed  it  in  California.  His  education  was  ob¬ 


tained  in  the  district  schools,  but  his  experience 
in  the  world  and  observation  have  made  him  a 
well-informed  and  liberal-minded  man.  He  is 
now  wealthy  and  possesses  a  competence  amply 
sufficient  to  provide  for  his  needs,  but  is  naturally 
industrious  and  thus  keeps  steadily  at  work, 
being  interested  in  the  improvement  of  his  farm. 
He  is  charitable  and  kind  to  the  poor,  lending  a 
helping  hand  to  others  whenever  an  appeal  is 
made  to  his  benevolence.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  always  used  his  ballot  in 
support  of  the  nominees  and  platform  of  that 
party. 


JUDGE  NIMROD  WATERS,  of  Centre 
Township,  has  a  nice  farm  located  on  Sec¬ 
tion  30,  of  Township  55,  Range  5.  The 
family  are  of  Virginia  origin,  his  grandfather, 
Shelah  Waters,  being  a  native  of  that  State,  but 
removing  to  Tennessee  in  1810.  He  was  by  oc¬ 
cupation  a  farmer  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but 
on  going  to  Tennessee  he  operated  a  mill.  He 
located  in  Wilson  County,  forty  miles  east  of 
Nashville.  In  the  great  campaign  of  1840  Wilson 
County  sent  the  largest  number  of  two-horse 
wagons  to  the  great  Whig  rally  at  Nashville.  Our 
subject  made  a  visit  to  the  old  neighborhood  in 
1875  and  found  the  old  Baptist  Church  with  a 
membership  of  over  four  hundred  people,  all  of 
whom  were  said  to  be  related  to  him.  Shelah 
Waters  was  a  Whig  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Of  his  family,  William  T.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  lived  and  died  in  Ten¬ 
nessee;  George  is  the  father  of  our  subject;  She¬ 
lah  lived  and  died  in  Tennessee;  Thomas  also  re¬ 
mained  in  Tennessee. 

George  Waters,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1795.  His  early  life  was  spent 
at  home,  and  what  little  education  he  had  he  se¬ 
cured  in  the  schools  of  that  early  day.  In  1818 
he  married  Polly  Clark,  daughter  of  George  and 
Jane  Clark,  who  removed  from  North  Carolina 
in  1790,  when  Nashville  was  only  a  block-house. 
She  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1800.  After  his 
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marriage  he  located  on  a  farm  and  engaged  in 
shipping  his  own  produce  from  Xashville  to  New 
Orleans.  Selling  his  produce  in  the  latter  city, 
he  would  then  walk  back  to  his  home.  On  one 
occasion  a  steamboat  left  Xew  Orleans  at  the 
same  time  he  did,  and  when  he  arrived  at  X"ash- 
ville  he  saw  the  same  steamboat  passing  under 
the  bridge  over  which  he  was  walking.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  About  1826  he  com¬ 
menced  preaching  in  the  Christian  Church,  hav¬ 
ing  been  converted  under  the  teachings  of  Barton 
\Y.  Stone,  who  was  the  leading  minister  in  that 
church. 

In  1829,  in  company  with  C.  Clark,  an  uncle, 
he  came  to  [Missouri  and  located  in  Pike  County, 
near  Elk  Springs,  and  later  removed  to  Ralls 
County.  This  was  during  the  winter  of  the  deep 
snow,  in  1830-31.  He  located  in  Centre  Town¬ 
ship,  entering  about  400  acres  of  land,  the  original 
patent  being  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson,  and 
which  is  now  in  possession  of  our  subject.  On 
the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  13  he  erected  his 
house  and  at  once  commenced  the  improvement 
of  the  farm.  He  was  a  great  Bible  student,  well 
versed  in  Bible  lore,  and  was  also  a  historical 
student,  a  fluent  speaker  and  an  interesting  and 
successful  minister  of  the  Gospel.  He  continually 
preached  until  old  age  recjuired  him  to  retire.  He 
died  in  1869,  and  his  wife  in  1846.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  thrice  married,  his  second  marriage  being 
with  Mary  Coontz  in  1849.  In  the  year  1859  he 
was  again  married  to  Annie  Rowland,  now  re¬ 
siding  in  Ralls  County,  Mo.  By  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  there  were  six  children:  X'ancy,  who  was 
thrice  married,  first  to  William  T.  Briggs,  then  to 
Will  Samuels,  and  then  to  John  D.  Biggs;  blim- 
rod,  our  subject;  Sallie  A.,  who  married  B.  W. 
Harris  and  lived  and  died  in  Tennessee;  Julia, 
who  married  Cortez  Jackson,  is  now  located  in 
Denver;  [Mary,  who  married  G.  W.  Waters,  of 
Tennessee,  and  there  lived  and  died;  George  W., 
now  living  in  Canton,  [Mo.,  is  the  father  of  H.  J. 
Waters,  Dean  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  the 
State  University  of  Missouri,  and  who  held  a 
similar  position  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  By 
his  second  marriage  there  were  five  children: 
Emily,  who  married  Henry  C.  Wilson,  of  Ralls 


County;  Edwin  C.,  now  at  \'andalia.  Mo.;  Irene, 
who  married  Hugh  W.  Ogle,  of  Ralls  County; 
Cornelia,  who  married  James  Poor,  of  Ralls 
County,  and  Anna,  who  married  W.  H.  Cummins. 

Ximrod  WHters  came  to  Missouri  with  his  par¬ 
ents  when  three  years  of  age.  X^otwithstanding 
his  early  age  he  remembers  some  events  of  his 
journey  and  some  incidents  that  occurred  before 
leaving  his  Tennessee  home,  among  them,  cross¬ 
ing  the  river  on  a  horse  ferry.  The  family  brought 
a  female  slave  who  was  a  little  older  than  him¬ 
self,  who  is  now  in  the  family  of  the  brother  of  our 
subject,  and  old  “Aunt  Wese"  is  known  by  every 
one.  The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  his  primary  education  was 
received  in  the  common  schools,  supplemented 
by  private  lessons  from  his  father.  In  1834  our 
subject  witnessed  the  raising  in  Centre  Township 
of  the  first  schoolhouse,  built  of  round  logs,  with¬ 
out  the  use  of  nails.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
commenced  teaching,  and  taught  his  first  term  in 
the  Cold  Spring  schoolhouse,  in  his  own  district. 
He  continued  teaching  and  farming  until  1850, 
when  he  went  to  California,  making  the  trip  over¬ 
land  in  one  hundred  and  ten  days.  He  did  not 
see  a  house  after  he  left  the  Missouri  River  until 
his  arrival  in  California.  He  first  located  in  X'e- 
vada  County,  Cal.,  and  remained  there  a  short 
time,  engaged  in  mining  in  various  portions  of 
the  State  for  fifteen  months,  being  reasonably 
successful.  He  returned  home  by  way  of  Central 
America  and  the  Mississippi  River. 

On  September  28,  1852,  X’imrod  Waters  was 
united  in  marriage  with  [Mary  E.  Alford,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  who  was  born  in  1834;  she  is  the 
daughter  of  Payton  and  Lucy  (Haley)  Alford, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  State. 
Three  children  have  been  born  unto  them :  Timo¬ 
thy,  living  in  Ralls  County;  Stephen  A.,  also  of 
Ralls  County,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ralls  County 
Eire  Insurance  Company,  and  William  C.,  who 
is  still  at  home.  The  latter  is  completing  the  study 
of  medicine.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  county  and  in  the  Academy  at  V an- 
dalia.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine, 
but  subsequently  entered  the  Lexington,  Ky., 
University,  where  he  remained  five  years  and 
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from  whence  he  was  graduated.  He  has  attended 
two  terms  at  the  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  will  complete  the  course  in  one  more 
term.  Connected  with  this  family  are  five  pro¬ 
fessors:  Robert  Wilson  and  Baxter  Waters  are 
ministers  of  the  Gospel;  Joseph  White  and  W. 
T.  Waters  are  physicians;  George  W.  Waters  is 
connected  with  the  Missouri  State  Agricultural 
Association,  and  Henry  J.  Waters. 

In  1847  Mr.  Waters  purchased  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  Government  land,  which  he  im¬ 
proved,  and  where  he  has  continued  to  reside.  At 
one  time  Mr.  Waters  was  the  possessor  of  eight 
hundred  acres,  which  he  divided  among  his  chil¬ 
dren.  The  place  was  never  mortgaged  and  the 
original  patent  is  yet  in  his  possession.  His  first 
house  was  a  log  cabin,  the  logs  of  which  he  cut 
and  hewed  himself,  and  his  present  residence  was 
erected  in  1864.  He  was  the  first  to  venture  out 
on  the  prairie  land,  the  early  settlers  locating  in 
the  timber  and  near  springs  of  water.  In  1866  he 
was  elected  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1870,  and  has  served  ten  years.  He 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1856  and  served 
four  years.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  which  he  has  attended  for 
nearly  fifty  years,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  hold¬ 
ing  some  office  in  the  church,  such  as  Deacon, 
Elder  and  Clerk.  Mrs.  Waters  is  also  a  member 
of  the  same  church,  first  uniting  in  1849.  There 
has  never  been  a  death  in  the  family,  and  Mr. 
Waters  has  had  very  few  doctor’s  bills  to  pay. 


Hon.  SAMUEL  MEGOWN,  who  for  six¬ 
teen  years  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  his  township,  has  also  held  the  hon¬ 
ored  office  of  Judge  of  his  county.  For  many 
years  he  was  actively  interested  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  at  present  he  is  living  retired  from 
work  of  any  kind  on  his  fine  estate,  located  on 
Section  27,  Township  56,  Range  6,  Ralls  County. 

Mr.  Megown  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  January 
I,  1811,  to  John  and  Sarah  (Addie)  Megown. 


His  father  was  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ireland, 
his  birth  occurring  in  the  year  1778  and  his  death 
July  30,  1826.  His  wife  was  born  in  a  block 
house  among  the  wilds  of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  in 
1786  and  was  eighty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  decease: 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  in  which  State 
the  father  died  many  years  thereafter.  He  was 
an  extensive  farmer  and  also  owned  a  large  grist 
and  saw  mill,  which  he  operated  with  splendid 
success.  He  was  very  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  county  and  well  and  favorably  known  to 
its  residents.  He  departed  this  life  in  Butler 
County,  Pa.,  and  his  wife  died  while  living  in 
Beaver  County.  John  Megown  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  with  his  parents  in  the  year  1782. 

Our  subject  was  their  eldest  child;  Elizabeth, 
now  deceased,  was  first  the  wife  of  a  IMr.  Phil¬ 
lips  who  was  killed  in  the  Florida  war,  and  sev¬ 
eral  years  later  she  was  again  married;  Sarah 
J.  is  deceased,  as  is  also  Alexander,  who  died  in 
1874;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  John  Shepler,  a  man¬ 
ufacturer  of  Brighton,  Pa.;  Hugh  L.  died  in  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1836;  Robert  J.  is  also  deceased,  and 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Gray  of  Kentucky. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  five  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Butler  County, 
Pa.  There  he  made  his  home  until  sixteen  years 
old  when  he  returned  to  his  native  city,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  lived  there  for  nine  years.  While  a 
resident  of  these  places  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  in  Pittsburgh  became  acquainted 
w'ith  the  business  of  brickmaking,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  until  coming  to  Ralls  County,  in  the  year 
1836.  He  at  once  made  location  in  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  and  for  two  years  lived  there 
engaged  in  making  brick.  He  then  changed  his 
location  to  Saline  Township,  Ralls  County,  and 
later  became  a  resident  of  Spencer  Township, 
living  there  until  1882,  in  the  meantime  combin¬ 
ing  with  his  former  business  that  of  farming. 

In  1882  Mr.  Megown  located  on  his  present 
estate,  which  comprises  a  quarter  section  of  some 
of  the  finest  and  most  productive  land  in  Ralls 
County.  He  has  been  remarkably  successful  in 
its  cultivation  and  derives  a  handsome  income 
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therefrom.  He  has  always  been  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  public  affairs  and  during  the  years  1862- 
63-64  was  County  Assessor.  From  1865  to  1868 
he  was  Deputy  Assessor  under  Thomas  C.  Rice. 
In  1870  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Ralls  County 
and  during  his  term  very  efficiently  filled  this  re¬ 
sponsible  office.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years  and  has  long 
taken  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  civic  and  po¬ 
litical  life  of  the  county  and  town  and  has  filled 
with  ability  many  offices,  being  Supervisor  of 
Registration  in  1866,  and  Postmaster  in  Spencer 
Township  in  1881. 

Mr.  Megown  was  married  April  22,  1832,  to 
Miss  Julia  A.  McCrady,  who  was  born  in  Alle¬ 
gheny  County,  Pa.,  September  5,  1815.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Stewart  and  Margaret  (McCoy) 
McCrady,  also  Pennsylvanians  by  birth,  in  which 
State  the  father  died  in  1889  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three  years.  The  mother  came  to  this 
county  in  1862  and  for  the  remainder  of  her  life 
lived  with  our  subject,  her  death  occurring  in 
1867,  when  in  her  seventy-eighth  year.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McCrady  there  were  born  the  follow¬ 
ing-named  children:  Julia  A.,  Mrs.  Megown; 
Henry,  now  deceased;  Margaret  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson  and  died  in  Kentucky;  Agnes  is 
the  widov/  of  Thomas  Scott,  who  was  a  large 
manufacturer  of  St.  Louis;  she  now  makes  her 
home  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  George  is  a  resident 
of  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Megown  there  has  been  born 
a  family  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  as  follows:  John,  a  prominent  attorney 
and  ex-Judge  of  New  London,  Mo.;  George  A., 
a  farmer  of  Morgan  County,  this  State;  Samuel, 
an  enterprising  miller  of  Monroe  City,  Mo. ; 
Robert  K.,  veterinary  surgeon  of  IMonroe  City; 
IMargaret  J.,  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Couch,  a  farmer  of  this  township  ;  Agnes, 
deceased;  Julia,  Mrs.  John  K.  Longwell,  lives  on 
a  beautiful  estate  in  this  township;  Janies  H. 
runs  a  grain  elevator  at  Fishery,  Mo.,  and 
Thomas  S.  resides  with  his  father. 

In  religious  affairs  Mr.  Megown  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  work  of  which 


he  takes  an  active  part.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  in 
good  standing,  and  in  politics  never  fails  to  cast 
a  vote  in  favor  of  Republican  candidates.  He  is 
a  man  of  many  pleasant  social  qualities  and  of 
sterling  habits,  and  is  well  liked  by  the  entire 
community. 


JOHN  B.  CARROLL.  The  worthy  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  Pike  County,  of  which  he  is  a  native.  His 
birth  occurred  one  and  one-half  miles  from  where 
he  is  now  living,  September  4,  1848.  The  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Elias  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Stark)  Car- 
roll  were  ten  in  number,  of  whom  John  B.  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  also  a  native  of  this 
State,  his  birth  occurring  (1817)  about  one  mile 
south  of  where  his  son,  John  B.,  now  resides. 
There  Grandfather  Joseph  Carroll  located  in  1816 
and  reared  a  large  family,  including  eleven  sons 
and  daughters.  Elias  L.,  when  approaching  man¬ 
hood,  chose  the  life  of  a  farmer,  following  this  vo¬ 
cation  during  his  entire  life.  On  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  State  iMilitia  and, 
as  the  result  of  exposures  and  hardships  to  which 
he  was  subjected,  lost  his  life.  He  was  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics  and  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him  for  his  fine  character  and  business 
ability,  and  was  well  liked  by  reason  of  his  pleas¬ 
ing  qualities.  His  demise  occurred  October  20, 
1862. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  w'as  also  a  native  of 
this  State,  having  been  born  about  the  year  1823, 
six  miles  south  of  Louisiana,  where  she  grew  to 
w'omanhood  and  met  and  married  Mr.  Carroll. 
She  was  a  \voman  possessing  a  sunny  disposition, 
and  well-fitted  in  every  way  to  become  the  com¬ 
panion  of  her  worthy  husband.  After  the  death 
of  Elias  Carroll  she  continued  to  reside  on  the 
home  place  until  her  sons  and  daughters  w^ere 
grown  and  established  in  homes  of  their  own, 
when  she  divided  the  property  and,  through  the 
solicitude  of  her  daughters,  has  ever  since  made 
her  home  with  them. 
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The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  attaining  his  majority,  during  the  meantime 
gaining  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
From  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  assisted  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm,  and  when  at  that 
age  his  father  died,  the  greater  part  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  keeping  up  the  place  fell  upon  his 
young  shoulders.  This  early  experience  in  life 
instilled  in  him  the  qualities  of  independence  and 
self-reliance  which  stood  him  in  good  stead  later 
in  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mildred  F.  Varnon,  the  date 
thereof  being  December  5,  1872.  After  their 
union  the  young  couple  moved  upon  a  small 
place  of  their  own  and  began  life  for  themselves. 
Mr.  Carroll  gradually  prospered  in  his  various 
undertakings,  until  today  he  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  and  leading  farmers  of  the  county. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Ora  E.,  an  accomplished  and  educated  young 
lady,  is  now  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of 
Louisiana,  this  State;  Emma  E.,  J.  Merle,  Clay¬ 
ton,  Ruth,  Malcolm,  Anna  and  John  are  with 
their  parents.  Politically  Mr.  Carroll  affiliates 
witli  the  Republican  party,  in  whose  success  he  is 
greatly  interested.  He  is  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  since  1868.  His  name  will  always  be 
found  on  the  donators’  list  to  worthy  charities;  as 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Pike  County 
we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  publish  this  brief 
sketch  of  his  life  among  its  best  citizens. 


SB.  AYRES,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  foremost 
physicians  of  Louisiana,  where  he  has 
•  dwelt  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He 
enjoys  an  extensive  practice,  and  is  very  popular 
as  a  neighbor,  friend  and  citizen.  Unlike  many 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  he  is  a  close 
student  and  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  research 
and  reading. 

The  doctor  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  Jan¬ 


uary  5,  1839,  being  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Ayres.  The  former,  a  native  of 
Shelby  County,  Ky.,  was  born  in  1810,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  Ayres,  of  Virginia.  The  latter  and 
his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Bondurant,  were  of 
Erench  descent.  They  made  the  journey  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  on  horseback  about  the  first  of  this  cen¬ 
tury,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  Of 
their  large  family  but  three  children  grew  to 
maturity,  namely:  Thomas  J.,  Joseph  and  Betsey. 
The  daughter  married  Peter  F.  Gates  and  came 
to  reside  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  where  her  death 
occurred.  The  parents  of  these  children  were  de¬ 
voted  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were 
most  estimable  people.  Thomas  J.  Ayres  was 
also  an  agriculturist,  and  from  the  fall  of  1830 
until  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  resident  of  Spen¬ 
cer  Township,  this  county.  In  the  early  days  of 
his  residence  here  he  was  very  fond  of  hunting 
and  fishing,  and  game  was  in  abundance.  Po¬ 
litically  he  was  a  Whig,  and  in  later  life  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  For  years  he  was  identified  with  the  old- 
school  Baptist  denomination,  and  died  in  that 
faith  in  June,  1871,  at  his  old  home.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  in  which 
State  her  parents,  who  were  farmers,  died.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ayres  had  ten  children,  as  follows:  Mar¬ 
tha  J.,  now  the  widow  of  Jack  Cash,  of  New  Lon¬ 
don;  Rebecca,  widow  of  F.  M.  Read,  now  living 
at  Farber,  Audrain  County;  Agnes  (deceased),  for 
merly  the  wife  of  John  B.  Brown,  also  deceased; 
John  H.,  who  owns  a  farm  near  Curreyville; 
Elizabeth  A.  Rose  (deceased);  Eliza,  widow  of 
John  A.  Gates;  Joseph  S.,  who  operates  the  old 
homestead;  S.  B.,  Amos  B.,  of  St.  Louis;  Thomas 
J.,  of  Bowling  Green,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this 
volume. 

The  early  life  of  the  doctor  was  passed  on  the 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  in  his  eighteenth 
year.  In  the  meantime  he  obtained  a  fair  general 
education,  and  when  in  his  nineteenth  year  had 
made  such  good  progress  in  his  studies  that  he 
was  admitted  to  Bethel  College,  Palmyra.  He 
continued  there  until  reaching  his  majority,  a 
part  of  the  time  being  employed  in  teaching,  and 
in  1861  took  up  medical  work  in  Palmyra.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  Chi- 
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cago,  from  which  well-known  institution  he  grad-  j 
uatecl  in  1864.  On  beginning  practice  he  decided  j 
to  locate  at  Spencerburgh,  Pike  County,  but  on  j 
the  expiration  of  two  years  became  a  permanent  | 
resident  of  Louisiana.  From  the  first  he  has  i 
been  very  successful,  and  has  been  particularly  j 
fortunate  in  his  treatment  of  chronic  cases.  In 
order  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  the  times 
more  fully,  he  belongs  to  the  Tri-State  iNIedical 
Association,  and  studies  with  interest  everything 
relating  to  modern  discovery  in  his  chosen  work,  j 
October  24,  1864,  the  doctor  was  married,  at 
Spencerburgh,  to  Susan  E.,  daughter  of  Thomas 
P.  and  Sarah  (Thomas)  Woodson,  all  natives  of 
Mrginia.  The  family  emigrated  to  this  county 
when  Airs.  Ayres  was  a  girl  of  twelve  years.  Her 
mother,  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  enjoys  good 
health  and  activity  of  body  and  mind.  Both  the 
doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  1 
Church.  Politically  our  subject  is  a  Democrat, 
and  socially  he  is  identified  with  Perseverance 
Lodge  No.  192,  A.  F.  and  A.  ]\L 


JOHN  D.  H’GEE  is  engaged  with  a  Mr. 
O’Donnell  in  operating  a  fine  tract  of  land 
in  Township  54,  Range  7,  Ralls  County. 
He  was  born  in  that  county  and  township  Sep¬ 
tember  5,  1865,  to  Conrad  and  Mary  McGee,  also 
natives  of  that  county.  The  father,  who  in  early 
life  was  a  blacksmith,  followed  that  trade  for 
many  years,  but  during  his  later  years  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  was  working  at  this  in¬ 
dustry  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  July  27,  1892. 
His  wife’s  demise  occurred  June  13,  1880. 

To  Conrad  ^IcGee  and  wife  there  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  son,  iMartin, 
married  Belle  Shear,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  iMonroe  County,  this  State;  Robert  is  a 
resident  of  the  home  place:  John  D.,  of  this 


sketch,  was  the  third  born;  Nannie  married  Rob¬ 
ert  Carter  and  is  now  living  on  a  good  tract  of 
land  near  our  subject;  Mary,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Cox,  who  now  resides  in  Monroe. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  when  he  began  life’s  battle  for  himself. 
His  first  business  was  as  a  general  merchant  at 
Green  Lawn,  this  State,  but  after  two  years  he 
found  his  venture  was  not  a  paying  one,  and  dis¬ 
posing  of  his  stock  of  goods  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  near  Perry.  This  tract  of  land  he 
rented  for  a  year,  after  which  he  rented  the  old 
iMcGee  farm  and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation 
until  April  15,  1895,  when  he  moved  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  estate,  and  since  that  time  has  been  conduct¬ 
ing  the  same  with  i\Ir.  O’Donnell,  who  is  the 
owner  of  the  place. 

iMarch  20,  1895,  ^IcGee  and  Miss  Mary 
L.  Clary  were  united  in  marriage.  ]\Irs.  McGee 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  ^Mo.,  February  23. 
1872,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  ^Martha 
J.  (Colson)  Clary.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  where  they  were  married.  They 
afterward  removed  to  Henry  County,  Mo.,  and 
in  1878  to  Ralls  County,  where  the  father  died  in 
1888  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  The  mother, 
who  was  born  in  1846,  now  resides  in  iMonroe 
County,  ]\Io.,  with  her  son,  John  R.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clary  were  John  R. ;  David 
G. ;  Alice  L.,  the  wife  of  J.  Craft,  now  residing  in 
Ralls  County;  IMary  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Stella  i\I.  Mr.  Clary  was  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock  raiser.  IMrs.  Clary  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  which 
ticket  he  has  voted  since  attaining  his  majority, 
with  one  exception,  when  his  ballot  was  cast  in 
favor  of  a  Republican  nominee.  iMrs.  McGee  is 
a  devoted  member  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  same. 
They  are  both  highly  thought  of  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  well  deserve  the  respect  and  esteem 
in  which  they  are  held. 


JAMES  H.  KEITH. 


MRS.  SAR.\H  A.  KEITH. 
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JAMES  H.  KEITH. 


JAMES  H.  KEITH,  now  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  progressive  and  well-known  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Ralls  County.  He  was 
a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Marion  County, 
February  29,  1828.  He  was  the  third  of  a  family 
of  eight  children  born  to  Zepheniah  and  Barbara 
iHornbach)  Keith,  of  whont  two  now  survive. 
Zepheniah  Keith  was  a  native  of  Bourbon 
County,  Ky.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  was 
married,  and  in  1827  came  to  Marion  County, 
Mo.,  with  his  family,  becoming  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  county.  After  a  short  residence 
there  he  moved  across  the  line  into  Ralls  County, 
and  settled  where  he  was  destined  to  remain  the 
rest  of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  in  August, 
1844.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  many  years,  and  was  a  warm  friend 
to  all  charitable  and  educational  movements. 

James  H.  Keith,  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Ralls  County,  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  primitive  schools  of 
his  locality.  In  1850,  shortly  after  attaining  his 
majority,  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
gold  fields  of  California.  Joining  a  wagon  train, 
after  a  three  months’  journey  he  arrived  at  Pla- 
cerville,  where  for  one  year  he  sought  the  precious 
metal  with  fair  success  only.  In  1851  he  em¬ 
barked  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama;  on  arriving  there,  he  went  down  the 
Chagres  River  some  distance  in  an  old  dug-out 
canoe,  and  there  took  a  steamer  for  Hannibal. 
The  ocean  voyage  was  anything  but  a  joyous  one, 
as  the  dread  disease,  cholera,  had  fastened  itself 
on  the  vessel’s  passengers  and  many  a  loving 
father,  husband  and  son  were  destined  never  to 


return  home.  Our  subject’s  traveling  companion 
was  taken  ill  after  returning  to  Hannibal,  and 
was  cared  for  and  attended  to  by  Mr.  Keith  dur¬ 
ing  his  last  days  on  earth. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  having  died  during 
his  absence,  he  returned  home  and  took  charge 
of  the  farm,  buying  out  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs,  and  until  1859  he  cultivated  that  prop¬ 
erty.  He  then  sold  the  place  and  moved  to  Aud¬ 
rain  County,  where  he  remained  four  years,  when 
he  came  back  to  Ralls  County  and  settled  where 
the  family  now  resides.  His  marriage  to  Aliss 
Sarah  A.  LeFever  occurred  on  September  25, 
1855.  She  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Mo.,  on 
January  22,  1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  R.  (Kelsey)  LeFever,  natives  re¬ 
spectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  The 
former  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State  on  Janu¬ 
ary  26,  1793,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  four 
years  after  which  (April  23,  1818)  he  was  married 
to  his  wife  in  Ohio.  The  latter  was  born  in  Mary¬ 
land  on  July  30,  1795.  The  union  of  jSIr.  and 
Mrs.  LeFever  was  blessed  with  the  following- 
named  eight  children:  Mary  J.,  born  February 
27,  1819,  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  Pepper,  and  they 
reside  in  Marion  County;  Elizabeth,  born  April 
29,  1821,  and  died  August  21,  1891,  was  the  wife 
of  Deskin  Elzea  (also  deceased);  Rebecca  A., 
born  October  2,  1824,  is  the  wife  of  James  A. 
Elzea,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  Emily,  born  November  12,  1828,  never 
married,  residing  on  the  old  homestead  in  klarion 
County;  Samuel  V.,  born  July  22,  1832,  is 
sketched  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Sarah  A.,  born 
January  22,  1835,  is  the  widow  of  opr  subject; 
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David  N.,  born  January  4,  1837,  died  October  7, 
1864 — killed  a  prisoner  after  the  war;  Victoria, 
born  January  10,  1841,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Smith. 

In  1820  Samuel  Le Fever  immigrated  with  his 
wife  and  child  from  Ohio  to  iMarion  County, 
Mo.,  and  settled  near  Palmyra,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  several  years;  then  he  moved  with  his 
little  family  to  near  Hannibal,  Mo.,  where  he 
and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  be¬ 
coming  people  of  much  prominence  long  ere  they 
passed  from  earth.  The  father  of  our  subject’s 
wife  was  of  an  unusually  hardy  nature  and  lived 
to  see  his  ninety-fifth  birthday,  dying  on  Febru¬ 
ary  22,  1888  (aged  ninety-five  years  and  twenty- 
six  days).  Her  mother  lived  to  see  as  many 
years  as  the  husband  to  whom  she  was  devoted, 
her  death  taking  place  on  March  13,  1891  (aged 
ninety-five  years,  seven  months  and  fourteen 
days). 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Keith,  the  daughter  of  the 
foregoing  couple,  grew  to  womanhood,  and 
coming  into  our  subject’s  life  made  his  home, 
through  her  cheerful  nature  and  housewifely 
traits,  one  of  happiness  and  contentment,  and  to 
this  he  owes,  to  a  great  extent,  his  success  in  life. 
To  this  union  were  born  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  still  living:  Americus  Z.  is  married 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Pike  County;  James 
Samuel  is  married  and  engaged  in  farming  in 
Ralls  County;  David  O.  is  single  and  lives  on  the 
home  farm;  Rebecca  A.  married  George  Wilson, 
a  farmer  of  Ralls  County;  Joseph  H.  is  a  farmer  of 
Pike  County;  Robert  K.  is  married  and  a  farmer 
in  Ralls  County;  Emma  P.  married  William 
Stark,  a  farmer  in  Pike  County;  Byron  H.  lives 
on  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Keith  was  a  progressive  man,  a  thoroughly 
practical  farmer,  and  during  his  life  acquired  some 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  home  farm.  He  arrayed  him¬ 
self  on  the  right  side  of  any  movement  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  public  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Triple  Alliance,  and  in  his  political  belief  was 
a  Democrat.  His  public  spirit  won  for  him  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  community.  His 
death  occurred  April  26,  1895. 


Alfred  pond,  a  wealthy  and  thrifty 
farmer  of  Marion  County,  is  now  living 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life  on 
Section  30,  Warren  Township.  Among  the  solid 
and  influential  men  of  this  county  he  takes  front 
rank,  and  by  all  who  know  him  is  held  in  high 
esteem.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  tax-payers  in 
this  section,  being  the  proud  possessor  of  three 
hundred  a'nd  sixty  acres  of  some  of  the  most 
valuable  land  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

Like  many  of  the  best  residents  of  Missouri, 
our  subject  came  from  Kentucky,  having  been 
born  in  Bourbon  County,  October  27,  1811.  His 
parents  were  David  and  Sarah  A.  Pond, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York  and  died  in  Illinois  in  1845  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife  was  a  Ken¬ 
tuckian  by  birth  and  departed  this  life  in  1863, 
in  her  seventy-fourth  year. 

To  David  W.  and  Sarah  Pond  there  were  born 
the  following  children:  Alfred,  of  this  sketch; 
Lucinda,  who  married  Samuel  Vance,  and  died 
in  Shelby  County,  IMo.,  where  her  husband  is 
now  living;  and  Joseph,  a  retired  fruit-grower  of 
Mississippi.  The  father  of  this  family  passed 
away  on  his  farm  in  Adams  County,  Ill.,  while 
his  wife  passed  her  last  days  with  our  subject. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  spring  of  1853  with  IMiss  Mary  A. 
Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky., 
December  27,  1824.  She  was  his  companion  and 
helpmate  until  1892,  when  in  December  of  that 
year  she  was  called  hence.  Her  parents  were 
William  and  Cassandre  (McCarty)  Palmer,  who 
spent  all  their  lives  in  their  native  State,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  There  her  father  was  a  merchant  and 
also  was  well  known  as  a  great  horseman,  being 
the  owner  of  several  fine  animals.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  named  sons  and  daughters: 
Jane,  John,  Sarah,  Angeline,  Malvina,  Cynthia, 
America,  Mary  A.,  Amanda,  and  Cassandre,  the 
only  survivor. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Pond  there  have  been 
born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Of  these,  William  is  a  farmer  of  this  county,  in 
good  circumstances;  John  is  deceased;  Sarah 
married  Price  Young,  who  is  a  farmer  of  Mon- 
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roe  County,  Mo.;  Luttie  is  now  Mrs.  Kinney, 
whose  husband  is  an  agriculturist  of  Montana, 
and  Cassandre,  who  died  while  young. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his 
native  county  on  his  father’s  farm  and  resided 
under  the  parental  roof  until  attaining  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  He  then  began  in  life  for  himself, 
and  thinking  to  make  a  fortune  in  the  West,  went 
to  Adams  County,  Ill.  He  remained  but  one 
year,  however,  when  he  returned  home  and  a 
twelvemonth  later  went  to  Kentucky  and  there¬ 
after  made  a  visit  to  Mississippi.  His  next  trip 
to  this  State  was  in  1850,  when  he  went  south  in 
order  to  settle  up  his  mother’s  estate.  He  was 
well  pleased  with  the  outlook  there  and  remained 
for  several  years.  On  his  return  he  took  up  his 
abode  on  his  present  farm,  which  at  first  com¬ 
prised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  is  a 
practical  agriculturist  and  so  well  has  he  pros¬ 
pered  in  his  various  undertakings  that  he  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
containing  all  the  improvements  noticeable  on 
a  first-class  estate. 

Although  in  early  life  a  Whig,  Mr.  Pond  now 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  like  a  true  citi¬ 
zen  and  patriot  takes  an  interest  in  everything 
which  affects  the  good  of  his  country  and  neigh¬ 
borhood.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  The  success  which  he  has 
won  may  be  attributed  to  his  native  character¬ 
istic  of  persevering  industry,  for  he  has  carved 
out  his  own  fortune  unassisted  by  others. 


JOHN  WESLEY  M’KAMEY.  There  is 
always  more  or  less  curiosity  to  know 
the  true  and  inner  history  of  men  who 
have  been  long  and  favorably  identified  with  the 
social  and  business  interests  of  the  community, 
and  undoubtedly  the  biography  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kamey  will  prove  interesting  alike  to  old  and 
young.  Brought  up  to  a  knowledge  of  farm 
duties,  he  naturally  chose  the  vocation  of  a 
farmer  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  seek 
a  calling  in  life.  His  experience  has  been  wide 


and  varied  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of 
the  successful  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Marion  County.  His  farm  is  pleasantly  located 
on  Section  15,  Township  59,  Range  8,  and  is  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  extent. 

Mr.  McKamey  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  La- 
vina  (Blackwood)  McKamey,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Kentucky,  where  also  the  birth  of  our 
subject  occurred  in  Mercer  County,  October  ii, 
1832.  Robert  McKamey  was  a  tanner  by  trade, 
following  the  same  in  the  Blue  Grass  region  until 
1836,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Missouri,  and 
settled  on  Section  15,  of  this  township.  He  there 
entered  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
and,  abandoning  his  trade,  gave  his  attention  to 
its  cultivation.  He  was  fairly  successful  in  his 
undertakings  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  ear¬ 
liest  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the  county.  His 
house,  which  was  erected  at  that  time,  is  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  our  subject  and  is  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation.  Here  Robert  McKamey  made  his 
home  until  his  decease,  in  1886.  His  family 
numbered  three  children,  of  whom  Luther  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Marion  County.  Our  subject 
was  the  next  born,  and  Robert  Granville,  the 
youngest  of  the  household,  is  now  living  in  Brit¬ 
ish  Columbia,  engaged  in  farming. 

John  Wesley  McKamey  was  a  lad  of  ten  years 
when  his  father  died,  and  at  that  early  age  he 
began  to  support  his  mother.  He  first  learned 
the  stonemason’s  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
Marion  and  Lewis  Counties,  this  State,  for  over 
twenty  years.  During  this  time  he  aided  in  the 
erection  of  many  of  the  large  public  buildings 
throughout  this  portion  of  the  State,  and  was  re¬ 
garded  as  an  expert  at  his  trade. 

March  22,  1859,  John  W.  McKamey  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Betty  Spratt,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy  (Hutch¬ 
inson)  Spratt,  also  natives  of  that  State.  Soon 
after  his  union  with  Miss  Spratt  he  located  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  which  he  has 
developed  into  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 
The  greater  portion  of  it  was  unimproved  when 
he  took  possession,  and  the  success  which  has  at¬ 
tended  his  efforts  has  been  accomplished  by  per¬ 
severance  and  hard  labor. 
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To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
were  born  eight  children,  of  whom  >\Iary  is 
now  the  wife  of  Frank  Pierce,  and  resides  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  Robert  Granville  married  Miss  Mattie 
Yarbrough,  and  their  home  is  near  that  of  our 
subject;  Mattie  C.  is  the  wife  of  Niel  Ramey,  and 
their  home  is  also  in  this  section  of  the  county; 
Nannie  D.  is  Mrs.  Willis  Hutchinson,  a  resident 
of  Lewis  County,  this  State;  Charles  married 
Birdie  White,  and  they  make  their  home  with 
]\Ir.  McKamey;  Ida  married  Bernard  Buckholt, 
a  citizen  of  Quincy,  Ill.;  Calvin  is  also  residing  in 
the  Prairie  State,  near  the  Gem  City,  and  John 
is  at  home  with  his  father.  They  have  all  been 
given  the  best  opportunities  for  gaining  an  edu¬ 
cation,  and  are  intelligent  and  well  informed  on 
all  subjects. 

Mr.  jMcKamey  is  classed  among  the  best  citi¬ 
zens  of  his  township,  both  as  regards  his  private 
life  and  as  a  business  man.  He  is  a  great  reader, 
possessing  a  retentive  memory,  and  is  much  es¬ 
teemed  for  his  many  excellent  traits  of  character. 
He  was  deprived  of  the  companionship  of  his 
good  wife  April  9,  1891,  when  she  departed  this 
life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  South,  with  which  Mrs.  McKamey 
was  also  connected.  In  politics  he  never  fails  to 
cast  a  vote  for  Democratic  candidates. 


JAMIES  B.  M’CLINTIC  has  been  closely 
associated  with  the  development  and  up¬ 
building  of  IMarion  County,  within  whose 
boundaries  he  has  dwelt  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  comes  from  an  old  and  respected 
^’irginia  family  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  same.  His  brother  William  Shields  now  en¬ 
joys  the  distinction  of  representing  this  district 
in  the  State  Legislature,  his  farm  and  home  be¬ 
ing  still  in  this  township. 

Shanklin  IMcClintic,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bath  County,  Va.,  and  died  in  1879,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  He  was  married  in  Rock¬ 
bridge  County  to  one  of  the  fair  ladies  of  that 


locality,  a  Miss  Margaret  Shields,  by  whom  he 
had  six  sons  and  four  daughters:  William,  the 
eldest,  is  the  one  referred  to  above;  Robert  is 
deceased;  John  is  a  farmer  in  ^lonroe  County; 
Nannie  is  the  wife  of  William  McClintic,  a 
cousin,  and  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Huston 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Audrain 
County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Joe  Davie, 
clerk  for  a  large  cotton  firm  of  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Alice  married  John  Carr,  a  farmer  of  this  town¬ 
ship;  Maggie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Arnold,  a  farmer  of  this  locality;  James  is 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  and  Charles  is  a 
farmer  in  IMarion  County.  The  senior  IMcClin- 
tic  emigrated  to  ^Missouri  in  the  fall  of  1868  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  retired  from  ac¬ 
tive  business,  and  living  with  his  sons,  as  his 
wife  had  previously  died.  For  many  3'ears  he 
had  been  Sheriff  of  Rockbridge  County,  Va., 
and  also  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
having  been  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
to  which  party  he  gave  his  allegiance.  Long  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  died 
strong  in  the  faith  taught  by  its  doctrines. 

James  B.  AlcClintic,  whose  name  heads  this 
narrative,  was  born  in  Rockbridge  County,  \^a., 
and  was  carefully  trained  to  industrious  habits 
by  his  worthy  parents.  When  he  was  in 
his  sixteenth  year  he  started  out  to  paddle  his 
own  canoe,  which  he  has  since  succeeded  in  do¬ 
ing  effectively.  At  first  he  w^orked  by  the  month 
for  farmers,  receiving  from  $12  to  $15  for  such 
services,  and  was  thus  employed  for  four  years. 
Afterward  in  company  with  his  brother  John  he 
operated  land  on  shares  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  About  this  time  he  became  interested  in 
a  threshing  machine  and  a  well  drill,  and  from 
this  source  alone  has  reaped  a  goodly  sum  each 
year  up  to  the  present  time.  In  1885  he  rented 
the  farm  wffiich  he  now’  owns,  and  it  was  not  until 
January,  1891,  that  he  became  the  proprietor  of 
the  place  wdiich  numbers  two  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  acres.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  varied  busi¬ 
ness  interests. 

October  6,  1886,  Mr.  McClintic  married  La- 
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vinia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Augustine  and  Margaret 
(Moss)  Yancy,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  respectively.  They  are  now  resi¬ 
dents  of  Hunnewell,  where  the  good  doctor  is 
engaged  in  practice.  Mrs.  McClintic  was  born 
in  Shelby  County,  November  9,  1866,  and  is  one 
of  ten  children,  her  brothers  and  sisters  being 
Russell,  who  is  at  home;  Minnie  and  Maggie, 
twins,  both  unmarried;  Jennie,  Jessie,  Otis,  and 
Charles,  all  of  whom  reside  with  their  parents, 
and  two  who  are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Clintic  have  three  children,  namely;  Margaret, 
Charles  and  Helen.  Our  subject  and  wife  pos¬ 
sess  the  high  regard  of  a  host  of  friends  and  are 
received  in  the  best  and  most  respected  families 
of  the  county.  They  are  both  more  than  ordi¬ 
narily  well-educated  and  are  considered  authori¬ 
ties  on  many  subjects  of  interest. 


JOSEPH  ROGERS.  Among  the  self-made 
men  of  Marion  County,  is  the  worthy  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  He  began  life  a  poor 
boy,  worked  for  seven  years  at  fifty  cents  a  day, 
later  engaged  in  teaming  at  $1.50  per  day,  board¬ 
ing  himself  at  the.  same  time,  but  gradually 
worked  his  way  to  a  position  of  influence  and 
fortune.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres  of  land,  finely  adapted  for 
general  farming  purposes,  and  well  supplied  with 
good  buildings,  fences,  orchards,  etc.  The 
homestead  is  situated  on  Section  31,  Township 
58,  Range  8,  this  having  been  his  dwelling  place 
since  1857.  Among  his  friends  and  neighbors 
he  has  an  enviable  reputation  for  sterling  integ¬ 
rity  and  uprightness  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  and  we  are  pleased  to  add  his 
name  to  the  list  of  representative  citizens  of  this 
community. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  Hamilton  and 
Hannah  (Casey)  Rogers,  who  were  married  in 
Kentucky  in  1810.  The  former  was  born  in  that 
State  May  4,  1788,  and  died  in  September,  1836, 
while  his  estimable  wife,  Nancy,  born  in  "Vir¬ 


ginia,  July  4,  1788,  died  March  27,  1832.  Their 
union  was  blessed  by  the  following  children,  of 
whom  Nicholas  died  in  infancy;  William  is  de¬ 
ceased;  Rosetta  married  Joseph  Ingle,  and  both 
are  deceased;  Joseph  is  our  subject;  Elizabeth 
married  Zepheniah  Johnson,  since  deceased,  and 
she  is  now  living  in  New  London,  Ralls  County; 
Armilda  is  deceased;  Martha,  also  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Silas  Ingle,  a  wagon-maker  and  stone¬ 
mason,  at  Brookfield,  Mo.;  Mary,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  George  Ingle.  At  an  early  day, 
Hamilton  Rogers  left  his  old  home  in  Kentucky 
and  settled  near  Hannibal,  entering  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres  on  the  line  between  Ralls 
and  Marion  Counties,  and  there  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  his  grandparents 
of  Ireland. 

Joseph  Rogers  was  born  in  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  March  28,  1818,  and  was  early  initiated  into 
the  various  departments  of  farm  work.  He  lived 
at  home  until  1848,  when  he  was  married  and 
settled  on  a  rented  farm  in  Ralls  County.  There 
he  remained  until  1857,  when  he  came  to  his 
present  homestead.  As  the  years  passed  his 
prosperity  increased  and  he  was  enabled  to  buy 
additional  tracts  of  land  until  he  now  owns  in 
the  neighborhood  of  six  hundred  acres.  He  le- 
ceived  a  limited  education,  attending  the  district 
schools  of  his  boyhood,  but  in  later  life  increased 
his  knowledge  by  reading  and  experience  in  the 
world.  On  becoming  a  voter  he  identified  him¬ 
self  with  the  Whig  party,  but  has  since  used  his 
ballot  in  behalf  of  the  Democracy. 

In  1848  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rogers 
and  Agnes  P.  Rollins,  who  was  born  in  Wood¬ 
ford  County,  Ky.,  September  29,  1829,  being  a 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Nancy  (Lafoe)  Rollins. 
The  father  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1798  and  was 
drowned  July  4,  1834,  while  crossing  the  North 
River  in  this  county.  He  had  been  married  in 
1817  to  Nancy  L.,  who  was  born  in  Carolina 
County,  Va.,  in  1792,  and  whose  death  occurred 
in  1857.  Their  eleven  children  were  as  follows: 
James;  IMary,  who  married  George  Evans,  a 
farmer  in  Kansas;  John,  who  was  drowned  on 
the  same  occasion  as  was  his  father;  Sarah,  who 
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married  Gabriel  Calvin,  a  farmer  of  this  town¬ 
ship;  Benjamin,  who  died  in  infancy;  Martha, 
wife  of  Edward  Webb,  deceased;  Susan,  who 
married  A.  Davis,  who  owns  a  farm  in  Cherrv 
Dell,  j\'Iarion  County;  Alexander;  Thomas,  a 
farmer  in  Cherry  Dell,  and  one  who  died. in  in¬ 
fancy  ;  and  Mrs.  Rogers.  The  only  survivors  of 
the  family  are:  Sarah,  Susan,  Thomas,  and  Mrs. 
Rogers.  Their  father  came  to  Marion  County 
with  part  of  his  family  in  1830,  having  previously' 
lived  for  some  six  months  in  Ralls  County.  He, 
however,  afterward  located  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  and  at  his  death  was 
buried  on  the  place. 

To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  three 
children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  have  been 
born,  namely:  Nancy  J.,  James,  and  John.  The 
sons  are  enterprising  young  farmers  of  this 
township,  and  the  daughter  is  now  living  with 
her  parents,  and  with  filial  love  and  care  attends 
to  their  needs  and  keeps  the  house.  She  is  a 
very  pleasant  and  agreeable  lady,  her  presence 
making  continual  sunshine  for  her  father  and 
mother,  who  are  now  on  the  declining  path  of 
life.  Mrs.  Rogers  suffers  from  a  stroke  of 
paralysis,  but  is  very  patient  and  is  not  confined 
to  her  room.  Our  subject  has  never  aspired  to 
official  honors,  having  preferred  to  give  his 
entire  energies  to  the  support  of  his  family,  and 
to  his  large  and  well-managed  farm. 


ALPHEUS  M.  MAGEE,  D.  D.  S.,  the  lead¬ 
ing  dentist  of  Ralls  County,  was  born  No¬ 
vember  4,  1861,  at  Gilead,  Lewis  County, 
Mo.  His  parents  were  Thomas  Lee  and  Lu¬ 
cinda  (Raines)  Magee,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Virginia,  February  28,  1809,  and  was  the 
son  of  William  Magee,  a  native  of  Killarney,  Ire¬ 
land,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  in  which  conflict  he  participated. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  succeeded 
well  in  this  business  in  the  New  World.  His 
family  consisted  of  the  following  children:  Har¬ 


rison,  Brazil,  Thomas  L.,  John,  Alfred,  Robert, 
and  Alary,  the  latter  of  whom  married  Washing¬ 
ton  Aloore  of  Kentucky.  Of  this  family  Robert 
is  the  only  survivor.  He  is  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Lewis  County,  this  State,  which 
position  he  has  held  for  a  period  of  thirty  years, 
and  is  therefore  authority  on  all  matters  relating 
to  the  courts,  trials,  etc. 

Thomas  L.  Alagee  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  to  Kentucky  in  an  early  day, 
they  locating  at  Louisville.  Later  in  life  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  on  one  occasion 
was  with  the  Government  surveying  corps  at  the 
time  Louisiana  was  surveyed.  He  had  received 
a  good  education  at  Louisville,  including  the 
branch  of  civil  engineering,  and  for  seven  years 
was  in  this  business,  with  headquarters  at  New 
Orleans.  He  afterward  returned  to  Kentucky 
and  then  came  to  Missouri,  making  his  home  in 
Lewis  County,  where  he  gave  his  attention  to 
farming  until  the  close  of  the  late  war  when  he 
removed  to  Carroll  County.  This  was  in  1866 
and  two  years  later  he  became  a  resident  of 
Shelby  County,  where  he  purchased  an  extensive 
tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated  for  nine  years. 
Then,  on  account  of  his  wife’s  failing  health,  he 
sold  this  tract  and  removed  to  Alarion  County, 
where  he  became  the  owner  of  a  small  farm  on 
which  he  lived  retired  until  the  decease  of  Airs. 
Alagee,  which  occurred  in  1877.  He  then  made 
his  home  with  a  brother  in  Carroll  County  until 
the  marriage  of  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  bi¬ 
ography,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  until 
December  16,  1884,  when  he  departed  this  life  in 
his  seventy-sixth  year.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  in  religious  belief  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  physique 
and  weighed  about  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married, 
his  first  union  being  with  Alahala  Ammerman,  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  To  them  were  born  two 
children:  Alary  J.,  born  September  25,  1836, 
died  October  12,  1841,  and  William  J.,  born  De¬ 
cember  7,  1838,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Shelby  County.  Airs.  Alagee  was  born  August 
23,  1815,  and  died  October  12,  1841.  Air.  Ala¬ 
gee  then  married  Lucinda,  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
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liam  and  Mary  L.  Raines,  natives  of  Virginia,  in 
which  State  Mrs.  Magee  was  also  born,  the  place 
of  her  birth  being  at  Wheeling.  To  them  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  John  T.,  born  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1843,  is  now  a  resident  of  Norborne, 
Mo.;  George  R.,  born  April  3,  1845,  is  deceased; 
Lucinda,  born  December  31,  1848,  is  the  widow 
of  John  D.  Rickards;  and  Alpheus  M.,  of  this 
sketch.  Mrs.  Magee  departed  this  life  June  27, 
1877,  at  Emmerson,  Marion  County,  Mo. 

Our  subject  passed  the  first  six  years  of  his 
life  at  Gilead,  when  his  parents  came  to  Carroll 
County,  Mo.,  where  the  family  lived  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  two  years,  when  they  took  up  their  abode 
in  Shelby  County,  as  noted  in  a  paragraph  above. 
Alpheus  M.  attended  the  district  schools  until 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  became  a  student 
in  the  high  school  at  Newark,  Knox  County, 
Mo.  During  the  following  vacation  he  went  to 
Carroll  County  and  clerked  in  the  store  of  his 
brother,  George  R.  In  the  fall  he  entered  the 
Methodist  Academy  at  Shelbyville  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  until  the  following  June,  and 
then  returned  to  Carroll  County  and  passed  an¬ 
other  vacation  clerking.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he 
carried  on  his  studies  in  the  State  Normal  at 
Kirksville,  and  when  completing  the  course  there, 
in  1881,  began  the  study  of  dentistry  under  the 
instruction  of  Drs.  Neal  &  Briscoe  of  Carrollton, 
Mo.  He  was  pronounced  competent  to  practice 
the  following  year  and  in  March  opened  an  office 
at  Norborne,  Carroll  County,  where  he  followed 
his  profession  until  November  22  of  that  year, 
when  he  removed  to  Blackburn,  Saline  County. 
He  made  that  place  his  headquarters  until  March, 
1887,  when  he  located  in  New  London,  where  he 
is  now  the  leading  dentist. 

Dr.  Magee  was  married  March  14,  1882,  to 
Miss  Myra,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Louisa 
(Sherwood)  Dobson,  natives  of  Indiana,  and  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  To  the  Doctor  and 
his  wife  there  have  been  born  four  children,  viz: 
Allie  L.,  born  March  21,  1883;  Alpheus  G.,  April 
10,  1885;  James  D.,  August  4,  1887,  and  Laveta, 
August  7,  1889.  Both  parents  are  members  in 
excellent  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
politics  the  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and 


supports  the  measures  and  candidates  of  that 
party  on  every  occasion.  He  is  a  Mason,  and 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  307  of  New  London,  of 
which  he  is  Worshipful  Master.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Missouri  State  Dental  Association  and 
stands  high  among  his  professional  brethren  in 
the  State.  In  1891,  he  took  a  post  graduate 
course  at  Haskell  College,  in  Chicago.  He  is 
fully  acquainted  with  all  modern  methods  used 
in  dental  surgery  and  has  built  up  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  constant  student  and 
keeps  abreast  with  the  most  advanced  ideas  and 
improvements  of  the  profession.  He  is  a  man 
of  pleasing  address  and  popular  with  the  citizens 
of  New  London  and  surrounding  country. 


Hugh  m.  Phillips,  proprietor  of  one 

of  the  best-equipped  farms  in  Ralls 
County,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  same 
since  his  marriage,  in  1888.  He  is  one  of  the 
progressive  young  agriculturists  of  this  com¬ 
munity  and  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  Marion 
County,  Mo.,  December  13,  1858.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  T.  and  Isabella  (Aluldrow)  Phil¬ 
lips,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
latter  of  Marion  County,  this  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  accompanied  his  par¬ 
ents  on  their  removal  to  Missouri  when  he  was 
a  lad  of  five  years.  His  father  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  three  years  later  and  he  was  left 
to  the  care  of  relatives,  by  whom  he  was  reared 
and  with  whom  he  remained  until  his  marriage. 
He  then  purchased  the  old  homestead,  located 
in  Marion  County,  and  is  there  living  at  the  pre.s- 
ent  time.  This  estate  lies  five  miles  east  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  on  it  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  are 
living  a  retired  life  in  ease  and  comfort.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  named,  respect¬ 
ively,  in  order  of  their  birth,  as  follows:  Wil¬ 
liam  M.,  Isabelle,  Mary  E.,  Thomas  R.,  Hugh 
M.,  Daniel  H.,  John  D.,  L.  Clay,  and  Lillie  E. 

Hugh  M.  Phillips  is  well  educated,  having  for 
many  years  attended  the  good  schools  conducted 
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ill  his  native  county.  He  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  his  marriage,  in  1888,  with  Miss  Neva  Camp¬ 
bell,  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Esther  (McElroy)  Campbell, 
and  who  was  born  April  18,  1863.  Her  parents 
were  farmers  and  lived  and  died  in  the  same 
house  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  which  he 
purchased  from  the  heirs  on  the  decease  of  Air. 
and  Airs.  Campbell. 

For  the  first  year  after  his  marriage.  Air.  Phil¬ 
lips  continued  a  resident  of  his  father’s  old  home¬ 
stead,  but  soon  afterward  bought  the  place  on 
which  he  is  now  residing,  as  stated  above.  It  is 
located  on  Section  32,  Township  54,  Range  7, 
and  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  which  it 
comprises  is  devoted  to  the  raising  of  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  and  a  goodly  number  of  live  stock. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Phillips  have  a  family  of  three 
children;  Elmer,  born  February  22,  1889;  Oma 
B.,  born  January  25,  1891,  and  Pina,  born  June 
20,  1893.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  while  Airs.  Phillips  is  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  denomination.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  not  interested  in  public 
affairs,  other  than  to  push  forward  any  movement 
set  on  foot  for  the  furthering  of  his  community's 
best  welfare.  He  is  a  hard-working,  industrious 
citizen,  self-made  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word, 
and  honored  and  esteemed  by  all. 


AFAYETTE  READING  is  well  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  in  the  section  of  country  where 
he  has  resided  during  his  entire  life.  He 
was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  is  now  engaged 
in  cultivating,  this  being  located  on  Section  13, 
Township  54,  Range  3,  Pike  County.  He  bears 
an  enviable  reputation  for  unswerving  integrity  of 
word  and  deed,  and  his  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness  to  his  neighbors  and  to  all  with  whom 
he  has  dealing  has  endeared  him  to  every  one. 

Air.  Reading  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
twelve  children  born  to  William  M.  and  Alargaret 
(Shanhan)  Reading,  and  six  of  whom  survive. 


Their  father  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  born  in  1792,  and  spent  his  early  years  there 
following  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1819  he  re¬ 
moved  to  this  county,  making  the  journey  on  a 
flat-boat.  The  winter  after  his  arrival  here  he  was 
employed  by  John  AIcCune  in  making  shingles 
and  then  went  back  to  his  old  home  to  make 
preparations  for  the  removal  of  his  tamily.  Then 
in  1821  he  once  more  covered  the  distance  and 
settled  in  Grassy  Creek  Yalley,  where  he  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Twice  during  his  later 
years  he  re-visited  the  scenes  of  his  youth,  going 
on  horseback.  For  over  fifty  years  he  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  religious  en¬ 
terprises.  He  merited  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  was  held  by  the  large  circle  of  friends  that 
gathered  around  him,  for  his  life  was  worthy  and 
devoted  to  the  honest  performance  of  his  duty 
toward  God  and  man.  His  faithful  and  lovable 
wife  preceded  him  to  the  better  land  by  some 
eight  years,  dying  Alay  18,  i860,  while  he  entered 
into  his  reward  September  2,  1868.  She  was  born 
in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  and  grew  up  under  lov¬ 
ing'  Christian  influences.  She  was  a  noble  woman 
and  her  willing  hand  was  always  ready  to  assist 
the  needy  and  lift  the  fallen. 

The  birth  of  Lafayette  Reading  occurred  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1842,  and  his  boyhood  was  quietly 
passed  on  the  farm.  His  education  was  such  as 
was  afforded  at  that  early  day  in  this  region,  sup¬ 
plemented  since  by  reading  and  observation. 
When  he  reached  maturity  his  father  was  in  his 
declining  days  and  he  took  the  managing  of  the 
farm  upon  his  own  shoulders.  Thus  the  home¬ 
stead  was  willed  to  him  when  the  senior  Reading 
died,  and  he  has  since  continued  to  make  his 
dwelling  thereon. 

November  12,  1865,  our  subject  and  Aledora  A. 
Smith  were  united  in  marriage,  and  of  their  mar¬ 
riage  seven  children  were  born,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Airs.  Reading,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  John  J.  and  Alartha  W.  (Yeater)  Smith  (whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work)  departed 
this  life  August  10,  1890.  William  AI.  and  Hattie 
are  married,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Thomas 
AIcMillan,  a  progressive  farmer  of  this  township. 
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Charles,  Ida  and  Ollie  are  at  home.  These  young 
people  are  all  well  educated  and  are  qualified  in 
every  way  to  fill  high  positions  in  society.  August 
14,  1894,  Air.  Reading  married  Alary  A.  AIcAIil- 
lan,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Alary  A.  (Caldwell) 
AlcAlillan. 

For  some  twenty-five  years  Air.  Reading  has 
been  a  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Cumberland  Church 
and  takes  a  very  active  part  in  religious  affairs. 
He  upholds  the  Democratic  party  platform  and 
is  a  believer  in  free  trade. 


Hon.  JOHN  W.  ALVIS,  Alayor  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Curryville,  is  one 
of  the  prominent  residents  of  the  county. 
He  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  superior  attainments 
and  is  one  well  calculated  to  add  fresh  laurels  to 
the  positions  of  honor  to  which  he  is  devoting  his 
time  and  talent. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Rails  County,  this 
State,  near  New  London,  February  10,  1850,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Serena  (Figgins)  Alvis. 
His  father  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth  and  at  his 
death  in  1867  was  fifty-five  years  of  age.  He  in 
turn  was  the  son  of  Shadrach  Alvis,  also  born  in 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  whence  he  came  to  Alis- 
souri  and  located  in  Pike  County  in  the  year 
1831.  He  chose  the  occupation  of  farmer  for  his 
calling  in  life  and  gave  his  attention  to  this  pur¬ 
suit  in  Alissouri  until  1842,  in  which  year  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Illinois.  He  entered  land  from  the 
Government  near  Alt.  Vernon  and  there  resided 
until  his  decease. 

The  birth  of  Airs.  Serena  Alvis  occurred  in 
Kentucky  in  1815  and  her  death  took  place  in 
Alissouri  in  1886.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Figgins,  an  early  resident  of  Ralls 
County.  His  home  was  located  near  New  Lon¬ 
don  and  the  life  of  her  father  was  terminated  about 
1843  when  he  was  waylaid  by  unknown  parties 
and  murdered,  while  at  work  in  the  field. 

By  his  union  with  Aliss  Figgins,  John  Alvis 
had  born  to  him  ten  children,  eight  sons  and  two 


daughters.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
this  county  in  1838.  Of  this  large  family  we  make 
the  following  mention:  George  W.,  is  farming 
in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Augustine,  Tex. ;  Sarah  J.  and 
Henry  are  deceased;  Spencer  A.,  is  farming  near 
Vandalia,  this  State;  Zachariah  is  running  a  saw¬ 
mill  at  St.  Augustine,  Texas;  Amelia  became  the 
wife  of  Gilbert  Neffler,  a  gardner  of  Bowling 
Green,  this  State;  John  W.,  was  the  next  born; 
Chadwick  is  farming  in  Oregon;  Frank  is  one  of 
the  substantial  farmers  of  Phelps  County,  AIo., 
and  one  died  unnamed. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  soon  after  their  mar¬ 
riage  removed  to  Illinois,  and  after  spending 
three  years  in  that  State  engaged  in  farming,  re¬ 
turned  to  Alissouri  and  located  in  Ralls  County. 
In  1857  they  came  to  this  township,  where  they 
were  living  at  the  time  of  their  decease.  The 
father  was  a  stone  and  brick  mason  by  trade,  but 
in  the  early  days  did  not  find  much  occasion  to 
use  his  knowledge  of  this  industry,  and  therefore 
gave  his  attention  to  cultivating  the  soil.  He 
was  self  made  in  the  matter  of  education  and  rose 
to  a  high  position  among  the  substantial  residents 
of  this  county. 

In  the  year  1881  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Alattie  E.  Rose,  who 
was  born  in  this  township  December  21,  1854. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Ayres)  Rose,  of  whom  an  extended  history  w:ll 
be  found  in  the  biography  of  Judge  Rose,  pre¬ 
sented  on  another  page  of  this  book.  They  were 
married  in  this  county  in  1853  and  the  four  daugh¬ 
ters  and  two  sons  born  to  them  were  named  re¬ 
spectively:  Alattie  E.,  Airs.  Alvis;  Thomas  AI.,  a 
merchant  in  Lincoln  County;  Nancy  J-,  married 
Joe  Birkhead  and  lives  in  Winfield,  where  her 
husband  is  following  the  mercantile  business; 
Lizzie  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Ball,  a  promi¬ 
nent  farmer  of  Pike  County,  living  in  Spencer 
Township;  Daniel  L.,  also  a  farmer  of  worth  in 
this  county;  Alolly,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Kindrecl, 
an  agriculturist  in  this  vicinity.  The  parents  of 
this  family  endeared  themselves  to  the  hearts  of 
the  people  in  their  community  and  were  uiliver- 
sally  respected  and  esteemed. 

To  John  W.  and  Hattie  Alvis  there  have  been 
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born  a  son  and  daughter,  namely;  Pearl  R.  and 
Paul  D.  Our  subject  had  just  attained  his  ma¬ 
jority  when  he  started  out  in  life  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood,  and  until  this  time  had  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm.  His  first  employment  was  as  a  farm 
hand,  at  which  he  worked  during  the  summer 
months  and  attended  school  in  the  winter  until 
he  was  competent  to  teach  a  district  school.  This 
vocation  he  followed  for  some  nineteen  years 
and  during  that  long  period  was  employed  in  this 
township  with  the  exception  of  a  little  over  two 
years  when  he  taught  in  some  of  the  surrounding 
districts.  This  fact  speaks  well  for  his  ability  as 
an  instructor  and  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
managed  the  pupils. 

In  1882  Mr.  Alvis  purchased  a  farm,  which  he 
worked  upon  after  school  hours  were  over.  This 
embraces  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  and  in 
addition  he  owns  five  acres,  comprising  the 
grounds  of  his  city  home.  He  is  a  man  of  much 
practical  business  talent  and  financial  ability  and 
by  the  judicious  investment  of  his  money  has  ac¬ 
quired  a  valuable  property.  Althoiigh  his  mother 
was  well-to-do  when  he  left  home,  he  would  not 
accept  assistance  from  her  as  he  desired  to  make 
for  himself  a  name  and  a  fortune,  both  of  which 
ambitions  he  has  accomplished  entirely  through 
his  own  efforts  and  the  help  of  his  estimable  wife. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is 
foremost  in  every  good  work  in  his  community. 
He  was  elected  to  his  present  responsible  position 
as  Mayor  of  Curryville  in  1892.  As  Justice  of  the 
Peace  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1888  he  gives 
satisfaction  and  his  rulings  are  very  seldom  car¬ 
ried  to  a  higher  tribunal. 


JOHN  B.  CHILTON,  who  owns  a  valuable 
farm  on  Section  13,  Township  59,  Range 
7,  Marion  County,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Missouri  for  over  half  a  century,  and  has  been 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  development  of 
this  section.  In  1842  he  left  Louisville,  Ky.,  in 
company  with  his  wife,  descending  the  Ohio 


River  by  boat.  On  November  13,  the  vessel 
struck  a  snag  and  grounded  on  a  sand  bar,  re¬ 
maining  there  all  night.  Ice  was  forming  in  the 
Mississippi  and  it  was  six  days  before  the  boat 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  St.  Louis.  There  it  was 
laid  up  for  three  weeks  on  account  of  ice,  when 
the  Captain,  believing  it  safe  to  make  the  attempt 
as  there  had  been  a  thaw,  started  up  the  river 
with  two  hundred  passengers.  At  a  point  above 
Alton,  they  were  forced  to  stop  on  account  of  the 
ice  and  for  two  days  all  of  the  able-bodied  men  on 
the  boat  were  pressed  into  service  endeavoring 
to  free  the  boat.  They  sent  a  message  to  St. 
Louis  for  a  stern-wheeler.  When  the  new  boat 
arrived  it  ran  into  the  ice  like  a  battering  ram 
and  the  cabin  was  shaved  off  very  neatly,  re¬ 
maining  on  top  of  the  ice  while  the  hull  went 
down  and  was  lost.  Fortunately  there  was  no 
one  drowned.  The  Captain  of  their  vessel  pro¬ 
posed  to  go  back  to  St.  Louis  for  the  winter,  and 
Mr.  Chilton,  with  his  wife,  disembarked  and 
hired  a  wagon  to  convey  them  on  their  journey, 
passing  near  the  place  where  Blackhawk  was 
captured  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.  They  settled 
on  a  farm,  which  they  rented  for  a  few  months, 
and  in  the  fall  returned  to  Kentucky.  Joseph 
Chilton,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  five  brothers,  the  others  being  Mark, 
George,  Thomas,  and  Stephen.  Thomas  was  a 
Colonel  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  under 
Washington,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bun¬ 
ker  Hill.  Joseph  was  a  resident  of  Fauquier 
County,  Va.,  where  his  son,  George,  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  1760.  The  latter 
was  a  millwright  by  trade  and,  though  he  owned 
a  farm  which  he  operated,  erected  many  mills  in 
Virginia.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ball,  of  the 
same  State,  and  in  1810  moved  to  Henry  County, 
Ky.,  where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
was  carried  on  by  his  slaves,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  was  proprietor  of  a  mill.  He  lived  on 
this  homestead  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1846.  Of  his  large  family,  John  B.,  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  father,  was  the  eldest,  and  was  born  in  the 
Old  Dominion  in  1793.  His  brothers  and  sisters 
were  Letitia,  Jane,  Charles,  James,  George,  and 
Mary  (twins),  Lucy,  and  Susan,  all  of  whom 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


567 


remained  in  Kentucky  with  the  exception  of  one 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  AlcPike  and 
emigrated  to  Missouri  in  1836. 

John  B.  Chilton  was  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years  when  he  moved  Avith  his  parents  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  a  year  later,  in  1811,  married  Eleanor 
Stuart,  also  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  who  had 
gone  to  Kentucky  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Chil¬ 
ton  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming  after 
his  marriage,  and  became  a  prominent  citizen, 
holding  various  important  offices,  such  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  pension  agent,  etc.  In  religious 
faith  he  Avas  Baptist.  Our  subject  recalls  hear¬ 
ing  his  father  tell  of  entertaining  Daniel  Boone 
in  the  home  of  his  childhood.  To  himself  and 
wife  Avere  born  nine  children:  George  B.  and 
Charles  T.,  Avho  are  still  in  Kentucky;  John  B., 
of  this  sketch;  James  S.,  who  has  lived  in  Indiana 
many  years;  May,  Avife  of  James  Stuart,  of  In¬ 
diana;  Letitia,  who  married  Duncan  Ellis  and 
moved  to  LeA\ds  County,  Mo.,  in  1866;  William 
and  Wilfred,  tAvins,  istill  living  in  Kentucky;  and 
Joseph  S.,  also  of  that  State.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  Avife  John  B.  Chilton  married  Eveline 
Ransdall,  a  native  of  Virginia. 

John  B.  Chilton  of  this  sketch  Avas  born  in 
Henry  County,  Ky.,  May  22,  1818,  and  Avas  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  primitive  schools  of  his  boyhood. 
On  January  22,  1842,  was  celebrated  his  mar¬ 
riage  AAdth  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Donald  and 
Sarah  (Magruder)  Johnston,  who  died  in  1863. 
In  1867  our  subject  married  Sarah  J.  (Keith) 
Welch,  Avhose  death  occurred  in  1875.  By  his 
first  marriage  Mr.  Chilton  had  six  children, 
namely:  Medley,  of  Knox  County,  Mo.;  John, 
who  operates  a  store  in  Hester;  Sarah,  Avife  of 
Samuel  Hoke  of  Laclede  County;  James,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Marion  County ;  Mary  E.,  Avife  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Sinclair,  of  Bates  County,  Mo.;  and  Robert, 
whose  home  is  in  Pike  County,  Mo.  By  his  last 
marriage  Mr.  Chilton  had  one  child,  Christie  B., 
who  married  Earl  Waterman,  of  Lewis  County. 

In  1842  Mr.  Chilton  engaged  in  farming  in 
Henry  County,  Ky.,  and  also  kept  a  grocery  on 
his  place  for  several  years.  In  1853  he  Avent  to 
Monroe  County,  Mo.,  in  company  Avith  his 
father-in-laAV,  Avho  bought  three  hundred  and 


twenty  acres  of  land  in  that  locality,  Avhere  our 
subject  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
about  ten  years.  Eor  four  years  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  made  his  home  Avith  James 
McPike,  and  after  his  second  marriage  purchased 
the  farm  in  Warren  County  noAV  OAvned  by 
George  Kemp.  When  he  again  broke  up  house¬ 
keeping  in  1875  he  returned  to  Mr.  McPike’s, 
Avho  was  an  uncle  by  marriage,  and  made  his 
abode  as  a  member  of  his  household  until  1890, 
since  Avhich  time  he  has  lived  Avith  his  son,  John 
W.  In  1846  he  volunteered  in  the  Mexican  War 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  Lavaca,  Tex.,  Avhere,  on 
account  of  sickness,  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  since  1839,  all  of  these  years  being 
identified  with  Bethel  congregation.  He  is  a 
man  Avho  has  always  possessed  the  sincerest 
affection  and  respect  of  all  AAuth  Avhom  he  comes 
in  contact,  and  Avell  deserves  a  place  in  this  vol¬ 
ume.  In  his  political  relations  he  has  always  used 
his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party. 


WILLIAM  L.  HEDRICK,  one  of  the 
leading  grain  and  stock-raisers  in  this 
portion  of  Marion  County,  is  the  OAvn- 
er  of  a  finely  cultivated  homestead,  located  on 
Section  3,  Warren  ToAvnship,  containing  tAvo 
hundred  acres.  His  birth  occurred  in  Clarke 
County,  Ohio,  December  15,  1836.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Patterson)  Hedrick, 
the  former  of  Avhom  was  born  in  Clarke  County, 
in  Eebruary,  1806,  and  the  mother  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  in  1814.  They  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1825.  Isaac 
Hedrick  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  departing  this 
life  in  January,  1894.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  Avere 
six  in  number,  namely:  David  Avas  a  farmer  of 
Brown  County,  Ill.,  and  died  in  1888;  Elizabeth 
married  John  Round,  a  retired  farmer  of  Scot¬ 
land  County,  this  State;  Helen  is  the  Avife  of 
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John  Cusack,  an  agriculturist  of  Clarke  County, 
Ohio;  Joseph  J.  is  a  painter  by  trade,  following 
this  occupation  in  Hutchinson,  Kan.;  John  M., 
also  makes  that  city  his  home;  and  Jennie,  de¬ 
ceased  wife  of  George  Wolf,  who  is  living  on  a 
fine  estate  near  Hutchinson.  John  M.  was  for 
four  terms  sheriff  of  his  county,  and  now  makes 
a  business  of  importing  fine  horses,  being  a  fine 
judge  of  horseflesh. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1848,  Isaac  Hedrick  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Patterson,  a  sister  of  his  first 
companion.  She,  too,  was  born  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  and  is  now  living  in  South  Charleston, 
Clarke  County,  Ohio.  This  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Isaac  P.  is  a 
railroad  conductor  and  makes  his  home  in 
Springfield,  Ohio;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  William 
Warrington,  a  farmer  near  South  Charleston; 
and  Milton  M.  is  residing  in  Mount  Sterling,  III, 
where  he  is  well  known  as  a  contractor  and 
builder. 

The  father  of  our  subject  passed  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  county,  where,  during  his  active 
years,  he  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  residents  of  the  community.  He 
was  very  popular  with  his  fellow-townsmen,  and 
by  them  was  elected  Mayor  of  Charleston,  which 
honored  position  he  held  for  several  years,  dur¬ 
ing  that  time  instituting  many  reforms  arid 
bringing  about  many  changes  in  the  governmept 
of  the  city.  He  also  occupied  various  other 
offices  of  responsibility  and  trust,  and  in  one 
and  all  gave  perfect  satisfaction  to  those  most 
concerned.  He  was  an  active  politician,  first 
voting  for  Whig  candidates,  but  after  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Republican  party,  joining  its  ranks. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  regarded  him 
as  one  of  its  most  valued  members  and  workers, 
and  in  the  support  of  the  congregation  which 
he  attended  he  gave  material  aid. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  in 
March,  1878,  to  Miss  Annie  E.  Perry,  who  was 
born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  January  19,  1839. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Vardanian  B.  and  Mary 
J.  (Shannon)  Perry,  the  former  of  whom  was 


born  August  ii,  1811,  in  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
which  portion  of  the  Blue  Grass  State  w’as  also 
the  birthplace  of  her  mother,  and  the  date  thereof 
was  February  7,  1820.  Var daman  Perry  died 
August  17,  1865,  but  his  good  wife,  who  is  still 
living,  makes  her  home  in  Scotland,  Mo.  They 
were  married  in  their  native  county  October  20, 
1836,  and  to  them  were  granted  a  family  of  thir¬ 
teen  children,  as  follows:  Addie  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Hedrick,  was  the  eldest;  Sarah  R.  is  deceased; 
James  L.  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  prom¬ 
inence  in  Scotland  County,  Mo.;  Emma  and 
Edward  T.  are  at  home  with  their  mother;  Cyn¬ 
thia  J.  and  Marietta  are  deceased;  and  the  odier 
six  children  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Perry  was  a 
wel-to-do  farmer  of  Kentucky  and  there  passed 
his  entire  life.  He  took  an  active  part  in  politics 
and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Magistrate, 
which  office  he  held  for  several  terms.  He  was 
a  Henry  Clay  Whig  in  politics  and  in  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lived  was  highly  esteemed. 

William  L.  Hedrick  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  was  at  home  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  war.  In  response  to  the 
call  for  more  volunteers  he  went  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  remained  in  camp  for  a  few  months, 
being  drilled  for  life  on  the  battle-field.  In  May 
he  went  with  his  regiment,  the  Thirteenth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Camp  Dennison,  where 
they  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  June,  1861, 
when,  their  services  not  being  needed  just  at 
that  time,  they  were  discharged,  and  they  je- 
turned  to  their  several  homes.  Our  subject  did 
not  remain  long  at  home,  however,  but  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  was  in  active  service  until  December  22, 
1863.  During  that  time  he  participated  in  some 
of  the  noted  battles  of  that  period,  among  them 
being  Stone  River,  in  which  conflict  he  was 
wounded.  There  being  no  hospital  near  he  was 
taken  to  the  home  of  a  private  citizen  in  the 
town  of  Lavergne,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  cared  for 
until  conveyed  to  Nashville.  Later  he  went  to 
Covington,  Ky.,  and  was  thence  ordered  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  from  August, 
1863,  to  July  24  of  the  following  year,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  home. 
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Mr.  Hedrick  stayed  with  his  parents  until  the 
following  spring,  when  he  made  a  visit  to  Brown 
County,  III,  and  while  there  purchased  a  tract  of 
land.  He  then  moved  upon  this  purchase  and 
lived  until  the  fall  of  1869,  when  he  disposed  of 
it  and  came  to  this  State,  settling  in  Scotland 
County.  He  was  not  engaged  in  any  particular 
line  of  business  here,  but  speculated  to  some 
extent  in  livestock.  The  next  fall,  in  company 
with  a  friend,  he  took  a  drove  of  horses  to  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo.,  and  remained  in  that  State  for  a  year. 
On  his  return  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Scot¬ 
land  County  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law  and  dealt  in  live  stock  until  the 
fall  of  1879,  which  year  he  became  the  propri¬ 
etor  of  the  estate  on  which  he  is  now  living. 
It  comprises  two  hundred  acres  of  some  of  the 
finest  land  in  the  county  and  Mr.  Hedrick  val¬ 
ues  it  so  highly  that  money  could  not  purchase  it 
from  him  at  any  price.  He  is  a  well-educated 
gentleman,  gaining  a  useful  fund  of  information 
in  the  schools  of  Clarke  County.  His  plans  for 
obtaining  a  higher  education,  however,  were 
frustrated  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  for  at  the 
time  he  was  about  ready  to  enter  college  the 
bugle  notes  were  sounded  that  caused  so  many 
students  to  lay  aside  their  books  and  take  up 
the  implements  of  war. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hedrick,  although  in  no 
sense  of  the  term  an  office-seeker,  is  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  success  of  the  Republican  party. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  of  high  standing. 


Madison  PAYNE.  in  order  to  attain 
success  in  business  it  is  required  of  a 
man  that  he  possess  sound  discretion, 
acute  perception  and  good  judgment.  Men  who 
possess  these  qualities  put  their  character  into 
every  work  they  may  enter  upon,  and  are  among 
the  most  powerful  agents  in  the  progress  of 
their  community.  It  is  of  such  a  man  that  we 
write,  a  man  who,  although  commencing  in  life 
poor  and  without  many  friends,  has  become  well- 


to-do  through  the  exercise  of  these  traits  of  char¬ 
acter.  He  is  at  present  the  postmaster  of  the 
city  of  Warren,  and  in  addition  to  transacting 
the  duties  of  this  position  he  is  carrying  on  a 
general  merchandise  establishment. 

Mr.  Payne  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Va., 
July  27,  1827,  to  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Hilleary) 
Payne,  also  natives  of  that  State.  The  father 
was  forty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
cease  in  June,  1839,  while  his  wife,  who  lived 
until  December,  1865,  was  sixty-three  years  old 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  were  married  in 
the  Old  Dominion  in  1819,  and  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children.  Of  these,  Ransdall  is 
deceased;  John  W.  is  a  farmer  of  this  township; 
Madison  was  the  next  born;  Elizabeth  A.  mar¬ 
ried  William  C.  Hilleary,  whose  sketch  will  ap¬ 
pear  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Mary  J.  is  the 
widow  of  John  C.  Hilleary,  also  an  agriculturist 
of  this  locality;  Leonidas  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
estate  in  Warren  Township;  Basil  G.  is  living 
in  Monroe  City. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  lived  in  his  native 
county  on  his  father’s  farm  until  fifteen  years  of 
age.  His  father  having  died  in  the  meantime 
his  mother  decided  to  change  her  location,  and 
accordingly  came  to  Missouri,  settling  five  miles 
west  of  Warren.  There  she  purchased  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  at  her  death 
had  been  increased  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  Madison  lived  with  her  until  1850, 
when  he  began  working  out  by  the  month.  The 
following  year,  however,  in  company  with  a 
cousin,  William  C.  Hilleary,  he  put  in  operation 
the  first  circular  saw  mill  used  in  this  commun¬ 
ity.  They  ran  the  same  from  the  fall  of  that 
year  until  the  next  spring,  when  they  sold  out, 
and  our  subject,  accompanied  by  John  and 
Thomas  E.  Hilleary,  made  the  trip  to  California. 
They  left  home  with  a  team  of  oxen  April  12, 
1852,  and  arrived  at  Diamond  Springs,  Cal, 
August  28  of  the  year.  They  at  once  entered 
the  mines,  and  for  a  period  of  five  years  were 
engaged  in  seeking  for  gold.  In  1857  Mr.  Payne 
returned  home  and  the  next  year  found  him 
en  route  for  Texas,  making  the  trip  on  horseback. 
He  remained  but  a  short  time  prospecting,  and 
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then,  returning  to  the  home  farm,  lived  there  until 

i86i. 

In  the  spring  of  the  above  year  our  subject 
enlisted  in  Price’s  army  and  under  his  command 
participated  in  several  hard-fought  battles  and 
severe  skirmishes.  Owing  to  ill  health,  however, 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  after  six 
months  of  service,  and  returning  home  remained 
until  1863,  when  he  removed  to  Lincoln  County, 
this  State,  and  took  charge  of  a  large  farm  near 
that  city  for  Thompson  Coxe.  He  superintended 
it  for  two  years,  and  again  taking  up  his  abode  on 
the  homestead  of  his  mother,  lived  there  until 
1873.  That  year  he  again  sought  the  Golden 
State,  working  on  the  ranch  of  his  brother  a 
part  of  the  time  and  also  found  profitable  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  mines.  In  1876  he  made  the 
journey  homeward,  and  until  1880  was  engaged 
in  carpentering  and  farming.  That  year  he  went 
to  Colorado  in  the  employ  of  a  milling  and  min¬ 
ing  company  who  were  engaged  in  prospecting. 
In  the  fall  he  returned  home  and  spent  Christ¬ 
mas,  and  then  went  back  to  his  business  in  Colo¬ 
rado  and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1885. 

After  a  short  visit  to  his  family  he  went  to 
Montana  and  there  aided  a  friend  in  putting  in 
operation  a  mining  mill,  and  remained  with  him 
a  few  months.  When  again  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Marion  County  he  came  to  stay,  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  general  merchandise  busi¬ 
ness,  to  which  he  gave  his  entire  attention  until 
being  appointed  postmaster  under  Cleveland  in 
1893. 

While  in  the  Golden  State  Mr.  Payne  was 
married  to  Miss  Catherine  E.  Coates,  in  1856. 
She  was  born  in  Wisconsin  and  died  in  the  town 
of  Warren,  Mo.,  in  1888,  aged  forty-nine  years. 
In  1890  Mr.  Payne  again  married  Mrs.  Belle 
(Layton)  Moore,  the  widow  of  W.  W.  Moore, 
who  died  in  1887,  becoming  his  wife.  Her  union 
with  that  gentleman  was  productive  of  the  birth 
of  two  children,  David,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Denny,  who  resides  with  our  subject. 

As  we  have  indicated,  Mr.  Payne  has  traveled 
over  the  greater  portion  of  the  West,  and  on  one 
of  his  trips  home  from  California  came  by  way 
of  the  isthmus  and  the  West  Indies,  and  being 


landed  at  New  Orleans,  took  a  boat  there  and 
sailed  up  the  IMississippi  River  to  Hannibal.  He 
was  accompanied  on  this  journey  by  his  first 
wife,  and  the  expense  was  over  seven  hundred 
dollars.  As  a  matter  of  course  he  is  a  strong 
Democrat  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  gives  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 


COL.  DANIEL  MAUPIN  DULANY, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Hannibal,  of 
Hannibal  city,  was  born  in  Kentucky 
July  27,  1816.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  S.  and 
Sarah  (Maupin)  Dulany,  the  former  born  in  Cul¬ 
peper  County,  Va.,  and  the  latter  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  The  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Joseph  Dulany,  was  a  Virginian  and  of 
French  extraction. 

In  the  fall  of  1816  the  parents  of  our  subject 
removed  from  Kentucky  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Howard  County,  Mo.,  where  the  father  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  He  made  that  section  his 
home  until  1830,  when  he  became  a  resident  of 
Monroe  County,  the  same  State.  There  young 
Daniel  attended  school  and  helped  in  the  farm 
work.  In  1845,  together  with  his  brother, 
William  H.,  engaged  in  the  tobacco  business  at 
Paris,  Mo.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff  and  Collector  for  Monroe  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  in  1848  was  elected  by  the  Whig  party  as 
Sheriff  of  that  county,  and  was  re-elected  on  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  serving  acceptably  for 
another  two  years.  He  was  then  elected  Justice 
of  the  county  court,  holding  the  office  for  a 
period  of  five  years.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  business  was  in  such  an  unsettled  condition 
and  so  uncertain,  that  Mr.  Dulany  moved  to 
Quincy,  Ill.,  with  his  brother,  where  they  re¬ 
sumed  their  tobacco  business. 

In  1867  the  Dulany  brothers  returned  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  in  Hannibal  established  themselves 
in  the  lumber  trade  in  company  with  J.  H.  Mc¬ 
Veigh,  a  partner  in  their  business  when  in  the 
Prairie  State.  They  conducted  a  thriving  busi- 
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ness  under  the  style  of  Dulany  &  McVeigh,  and 
this  connection  existed  until  i88i,  when  the 
company  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Wisconsin  with  a  capital  stock  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  with  O.  H.  Ingram,  President; 

D.  M.  Dulany,  Vice-President;  W.  H.  Dulany, 
Treasurer;  and  Charles  Horton,  of  Winona, 
Secretary.  Their  headquarters  were  at  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  where  they  carried  on  business 
under  the  style  of  the  Empire  Lumber  Company. 
This  company,  of  which  Mr.  Dulany  is  still  a 
stockholder,  owns  a  saw  and  planing  mill  at 
Eau  Claire,  where  they  also  have  extensive  lum¬ 
ber  lands,  rafting  logs  down  the  river  to  Hanni¬ 
bal.  Their  sales  amount  to  over  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  each  year.  They  have  a  branch 
saw  mill  and  lumber  yard  at  Winona,  Minn. 
They  formerly  had  three  mills  at  Eau  Claire,  but 
at  present  only  operate  one. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Empire  Lumber 
Company  our  subject  has  become  interested  in 
other  companies,  and  is  connected  with  the  Rice 
Lake  Lumber  Company  of  Wisconsin,  the  Chip¬ 
pewa  Lumber  and  Boom  Company  at  Chippewa 
Falls,  and  the  Standard  Lumber  Company  of 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  is  also  President  of  the  Gem 
City  Saw  Mill  at  Quincy,  Ill.  He  is  Director  of 
the  Hannibal  Saw  Mill  Company  of  Hannibal, 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Missouri  Lumber  and 
Mining  Company  of  Grandin,  Mo.,  and  is  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  R.  J.  Hurley  Lumber  Company  at 
Butler,  this  State,  and  President  of  the  Hannibal 
Sash,  Door  and  Blind  Factory  at  Hannibal.  He 
is  a  member  and  Director  of  the  Elliott-Dulany 
Wholesale  Grocery  House  of  Hannibal. 

Mr.  Dulany  was  elected  President  of  the  Han¬ 
nibal  Bank  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
organization,  and  still  holds  this  position.  He 
was  married  in  1841  to  Miss  Carintha  Maupin, 
at  Paris,  Mo.  This  lady  died  two  years  after  her 
marriage,  and  our  subject  was  married  in  1846 
to  Mary  Thompson,  of  Monroe  County,  Mo. 
Mrs.  Dulany  departed  this  life  the  same  year  of 
her  marriage,  and  the  lady  whom  our  subject 
chose  as  his  third  companion  in  1851  was  Ann 

E.  Craig,  who  died  in  1853.  In  1856  he  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Pleasant 


M.  Burgess.  To  them  was  born  a  daughter, 
Mary  Ida,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  George  A. 
Mehan,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Hannibal.  They 
have  a  son,  named  Daniel  Dulany  Mehan. 

Col.  Dulany  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  the  former 
is  Elder  and  a  great  worker.  In  politics  he  is 
an  ardent  Democrat.  There  are  few  men  in  the 
city  more  popular  than  he,  and  few  are  more 
widely  or  favorably  known.  He  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  development  of  Hannibal,  in  which 
city  he  takes  great  pride.  He  is  one  of  Nature’s 
noblemen  and  a  courtly  gentleman  of  the  old 
school.  He  is  a  man  of  large  benevolence,  warm¬ 
hearted  and  sympathetic,  genial  and  companion 
able.  Independent  of  his  large  lumber  interests. 
Col.  Dulany  has  been  maturing  long  cherished 
plans,  and  has  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
county  of  some  five  hundred  acres,  located  about 
four  miles  west  of  town,  and  is  raising  grain  and 
breeding  horses,  short  horns,  and  pigs.  He  has 
also  erected  a  commodious  residence,  where  he 
hopes  to  spend  many  pleasant  days.  This  farm 
contains  a  remarkable  spring,  the  water  of  which 
is  quite  cold  in  summer  and  warm  in  winter. 

The  Colonel  has  taken  up  farming  as  a  sort  of 
amusement  or  recreation  from  other  heavy  busi¬ 
ness  cares. 


JAMES  W.  YOUNG,  proprietor  of  the 
Clover  Lawn  stock  farm,  located  on  Sec¬ 
tion  23,  Township  55,  Range  6,  which  is 
known  as  Center  Township,  is  a  native  of  Fred¬ 
erick  County,  Va.,  born  September  20,  1832.  He 
is  of  German  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Anthony 
Young,  emigrating  from  Germany  when  but  a 
boy,  and  locating  with  his  parents,  near  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  serving 
his  apprenticeship  in  this  country.  He  went  to 
Virginia  at  an  early  day,  where  he  married  a  Miss 
Settlemyer,  acquired  land  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  His  death  occurred  in  that  State  many  years 
ago.  Of  his  five  children,  George  Young,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  only  son.  He  was 
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reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  a  common- 
school  education.  His  marriage  with  Theressa 
Watson  took  place  in  Frederick  County,  Va.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Book) 
Watson,  and  a  native  of  Virginia,  while  her 
father  was  born  in  Maryland. 

After  his  marriage,  George  Young  settled  on 
a  farm,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
passed.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig.  In  the  fam¬ 
ily  were  nine  children;  John,  who  came  to  IMis- 
souri  in  1857,  died  in  Ralls  County,  in  1884; 
Rachel  married  Charles  Shyrock,  and  died  in  her 
native  State;  James  W.,  our  subject;  Marshall, 
a  molder  by  trade,  lives  in  Baltimore;  Alfred  lives 
in  Stephens  City,  Va. ;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
James  McCartney,  is  now  living  in  Oregon 
County,  Mo.;  Lucy,  who  married  John  Bucher, 
and  is  now  living  in  Virginia;  Caroline,  who  mar¬ 
ried  J.  W.  Flowerree;  Henry,  who  died  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life 
on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Virginia. 
When  he  had  about  reached  his  majority  his 
father  died.  The  older  sons  were  all  away  from 
home  learning  trades,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
take  charge  of  affairs  at  home  and  look  after 
his  mother’s  interest  until  his  younger  brother 
Henry  was  old  enough  to  take  his  place.  When 
twenty-five  years  old,  in  company  with  his  brother 
John  and  sister  Elizabeth,  he  started  for  ]\Iis- 
souri,  taking  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  at  Martinsburg, 
going  thence  to  Wheeling,  then  by  boat  to  St. 
Louis,  and  thence,  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  Hannibal.  Here  John  engaged  in  a  foundry 
and  our  subject  went  on  the  farm  of  Capt.  Frank 
Whaley  and  was  employed  in  farm  work  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  worked  for  S.  O.  Hender¬ 
son  for  one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  moved 
to  a  farm  in  Shelby  County,  on  the  H.  &  St.  J. 
R.  R.,  where  he  remained  two  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1863  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  south 
part  of  Ralls  County,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres,  which  he  cleared  of  timber,  built 
a  good  residence  and  barn  and  fenced  the  farm, 
and  where  he  remained  until  1867.  On  April  19, 


1866,  he  married  Rebecca  J.  Dunlap,  daughter  of 
David  and  Sally  (Rose)  Dunlap.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  he  sold  his  place  and  rented  a  farm  in 
Pike  County,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  where  he  remained  six  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1873  he  removed  to  Ralls  County,  leas¬ 
ing  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  from  Robert 
B.  Lee.  He  leased  the  farm  for  three  years,  but 
after  remaining  on  it  one  year,  sold  his  lease 
and  moved  to  another  farm  in  the  same  locality, 
where  he  remained  until  1884,  when  he  moved  to 
Center  Township,  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  and  which  was  the  property  of  J.  R. 
Flowerree.  He  lived  on  it  as  a  renter  for  four 
years,  when  he  purchased  the  place.  The  farm 
contains  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Since  coming  here  ]\Ir.  Young  has  built  a 
barn,  fences,  and  has  improved  the  place  until 
he  has  one  of  the  neatest  and  best  farms  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
and  has  given  some  attention  to  roadster  horses, 
owning  a  number  of  well-bred  animals.  He  has 
on  his  farm  some  fine  Holstein  cattle,  and  the 
famous  registered  and  standard  bred  stallion, 
Nevile  Mont  No.  22158.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  School  Director,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church  since  1859,  of  which  his  wife 
is  also  a  member,  both  worshipping  at  Center. 
In  politics  he  has  been  a  Democrat.  There  are 
three  children  in  the  family:  Arthur,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  30,  1867;  Archibald,  October  18,  1876,  and 
Laura  V.,  September  i,  1885.  These  children 
have  had  good  educational  advantages,  the  old¬ 
est  son  being  a  graduate  of  the  State  University, 
at  Columbia,  Mo.  The  other  son  has  not  yet 
completed  his  education,  but  is  being  given  all 
the  advantages  that  one  could  wish.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  successful  in  life  and  all  that  he  has, 
has  been  gained  by  his  own  efforts.  He  has 
met  with  several  reverses,  the  first  money  saved 
after  coming  to  the  State,  and  which  he  loaned, 
never  being  returned  to  him.  These  troubles, 
however,  have  only  incited  him  to  renewed  ef¬ 
forts  and  have  had  no  bad  effect  upon  his  char¬ 
acter  or  disposition.  His  life  is  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation  by  the  present  generation, 
which  would  not  fail  to  reap  profit  thereby. 


M.  C.  WHITE. 
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MARCUS  C.  WHITE. 


Marcus  C.  white  was  reared  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  manages  and  has 
here  passed  his  entire  li(e_  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  about  five  years.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest 
surviving  pioneers  of  Marion  County,  Moses  B. 
Gash,  perhaps,  being  the  only  one  who  has  been 
longer  identified  with  her  upbuilding  and  prog¬ 
ress.  He  has  three  hundred  acres  of  land  lying 
in  one  body  and  besides  this  owns  an  interest  in 
other  property.  His  home  is  situated  on  section 
28,  Township  58,  Range  6,  one  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  places  to  be  found  in  this  locality. 

Clement  White,  father  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,was  born  August  26,  1787, 
the  son  of  Edward  and  Charlotte  (Cannon)  White. 
Edward  White  married  a  Miss  Cropper  for  his 
first  wife,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Allen.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  had  four  children,  namely: 
Clement,  Dr.  J.  V.,  Edward  and  Charlotte,  who 
married  H.  G.  Fagan.  Element  White  was  born 
in  Taylor,  Del.,  and  emigrated  to  this  county  in 
1819,  reaching  here  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  He 
became  an  extensive  land  owner  and  also  owned 
a  number  of  slaves.  He  was  a  poor  man  when  he 
left  the  East  but  through  frugality  and  industry 
accumulated  over  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 
He  died  in  1862  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Sarah  Williams,  also  a  native  of  Dela¬ 
ware  and  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Richert) 
Williams.  She  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1849, 
when  in  her  fifty-seventh  year.  Her  brothers 
George  and  Morgan  are  also  deceased.  The 
marriage  of  our  subject’s  parents  was  celebrated 
in  1812  in  Delaware  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Mary  A.,  deceased,  was 
born  in  1813,  and  was  the  wife  of  Silas  M.  Feagaii, 
also  deceased;  Thomas  Bayard,  born  in  Septem¬ 


ber,  1815,  died  in  1880.  During  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  loaning  money  and 
in  a  general  brokerage  business.  William  E.,  a 
farmer,  born  in  1818,  died  in  1894;  John  R.,  born 
in  1822,  now  resides  in  Clarke  County,  Mo.,  Sarah 

A. ,  who  married  John  Bosley,  was  born  in  1824 
and  died  in  February,  1892;  Marcus  C.,  is  the 
next  of  the  family;  Henry  C.,  born  in  1830,  died 
in  February,  1894,  and  Demosthenes,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  1834,  and  a  well  known  physician  of 
Palmyra,  died  March  6,  1895. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  2,  1826,  on 
this  farm  and  received  the  benefits  of  a  district 
school  education.  He  continued  to  reside  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  saw¬ 
mill  business  and  followed  the  trade  for  four 
years  in  this  county.  He  then  rented  a  farm 
which  he  cultivated  for  a  year  then  returned  to  the 
old  homestead.  After  leasing  the  same  for  a 
period  of  three  years  he  purchased  the  place 
which  he  still  owns.  In  April,  1894,  he  moved 
into  the  neighboring  town  of  Palmyra,  where  he 
expects  to  live  for  the  present,  but  still  manages 
the  farm. 

In  1854  Mr.  White  and  Elizabeth  S.  Caldwell 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  White  is  one  of 
six  children,  her  brothers  and  sisters  being  Lar¬ 
kin  G.,  a  farmer  of  Shelby  Gounty,  Mo.;  Joseph 
T.,  who  operates  a  farm  near  Topeka,  Kan.; 
William  D.;  Sarah  F.,  widow  of  Alex  F.  Barr  of 
Monroe  City,  Mo.,  and  Nanny  B.  Armstrong,  de¬ 
ceased.  The  parents  of  this  family  were  Samuel 

B.  and  Nancy  J.  (Garnett)  Galdwell,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  removed  to  Kentucky,  and 
thence  to  this  county  in  1834.  Four  children 
were  born  to  our  subject  and  wife,  namely: 
Samuel  D.,  born  in  1855;  Sarah  Pearl,  in  1858; 
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Nanny  M.,  in  i860;  and  Kate  D.,  in  1866.  Samuel 
is  an  enterprising  farmer  of  this  township;  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Dudley,  who  is  postmaster  at 
Stuttgart,  Ark.;  Nanny,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  George  B.  Bennett  of  this  township  and  Kate 
is  the  wife  of  Evert  Gillispie,  a  farmer  of  South 
River  Township. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  White  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  man 
of  broad  and  liberal  views  and  always  takes  a 
commendable  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
public  good.  His  strictly  honorable  career  de¬ 
serves  the  commendation  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors  whose  confidence  he  fully  possesses. 


CAPT.  JAMES  W.  ALLISON  bears  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  en¬ 
terprising  farmers  of  Ralls  County,  and 
is  certainly  one  of  her  most  extensive  land-own¬ 
ers.  Like  many  of  the  most  noted  citizens  of  this 
great  Republic,  he  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed  and  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to 
do,  even  the  most  menial  labor,  and  in  this  way 
got  a  start.  Little  by  little  he  added  to  his  wealth 
until  he  is  now  the  fortunate  possessor  of  over 
eighteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  portion  of  this 
lying  in  Audrain  County,  Mo.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  township  in  i860  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  held  the  office  for  a 
short  time,  when  he  lost  it  for  refusing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government. 

Alexander  Allison,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  occupied  in  farm¬ 
ing  during  his  entire  life.  While  still  a  mere  lad 
he  removed  with  his  parjents  to  Boone  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  met  Jemima  Crawford,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  their  marriage  soon  afterward  took 
place.  A  few  years  later  the  young  couple  took 
up  their  residence  in  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  four 
miles  distant  from  Florida,  and  three  years  later, 
in  1837,  Mrs.  Allison  died.  The  father  had  en¬ 
tered  land  and  improved  the  place,  but  after  his 
wife’s  demise  he  was  for  a  time  unsettled,  living 


in  the  southern  part  of  Ralls  County,  and  at 
length  locating  in  Maries  County,  where  he  died 
about  i860. 

J.  W.  Allison,  who  was  born  in  Boone  County, 
jMo.,  June  22,  1826,  is  the  eldest  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  the  others  being  named:  John,  Wash¬ 
ington,  Oscar,  Felix,  Arbella  and  Elizabeth.  Our 
subject  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority',  when  he  went  to  Wisconsin 
and  worked  at  a  small  salary  in  the  pineries  for  a 
year.  Then  going  to  Ralls  County,  IMo.,  he 
found  employment  in  a  sawmill  owned  by  John 
Griffith,  on  Spencer  Creek.  He  received  ten  dol¬ 
lars  a  month  for  three  months,  and  next  turned 
his  attention  to  splitting  rails,  at  a  like  remunera¬ 
tion,  or  at  about  thirty-eight  cents  per  hundred, 
as  they  w’ere  obliged  to  split  that  number  each 
day.  The  next  venture  of  the  sturdy  young  man 
was  to  buy  an  ox  team  and  break  prairie  land  at 
two  dollars  per  acre.  In  these  very'  arduous  lines 
of  employment  he  persevered  until  he  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  enough  money  to  buy  forty  acres  of 
land,  paying  therefor  fifty-three  dollars  and  sixty' 
cents;  this  farm  was  situated  near  his  present 
home  and  proved  the  nucleus  of  his  fortune. 
Again  he  bought  more  timber,  which  he  paid 
for  by'  hard  work;  and  thus  he  managed,  saving 
a  little  money  and  investing  it  in  land  until  he 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  goodly  farm  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres.  Then  he  built  a  substantial  house, 
consisting  of  only  one  room,  and  in  this  humble 
abode  his  early'  married  life  was  spent.  At  pres¬ 
ent  he  owns  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
in  this  county,  and  four  hundred  acres  in  Audrain, 
most  of  this  being  prairie  land. 

In  September,  1852,  Mr.  Allison  married  Sarah 
Catherine,  the  daughter  of  Joel  and  Rosanna 
Krigler.  She  was  born  in  Virginia  and  at  an 
early  day  located  in  IMonroe  County  w’ith  her 
parents,  who  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Seven  children  came  to  grace  the  home  of 
iMr.  and  Mrs.  Allison,  as  follows:  Joel  Samuel, 
who  married  a  IMiss  Williamson,  and  now  lives  in 
Mississippi;  James  O.,  an  attorney-at-law  in  New 
London;  John  William,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  J.,  still  living  with  her  parents;  Virginia 
D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
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Mary,  wife  of  C.  S.  Jackson,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  and  Thomas  Edward, 
who  is  helping  in  the  management  of  his  fath¬ 
er’s  estate.  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
summoned  to  the  better  land  August  2,  i88i. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  denomination  our  subject  also 
belongs.  Politically  Capt.  Allison  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


Guilford  B.  brown.  Biographies 

of  successful  and  especially  good  men, 
are  most  useful  as  incentives  to  others, 
teaching  noble  thinking  and  energetic  action  for 
their  own  and  the  world’s  good.  He  who  gives 
to  others  an  example  of  industry,  sobriety  and 
consistent  honesty  of  purpose  in  life,  has  a  pres¬ 
ent  as  well  as  a  future  influence  upon  the  well¬ 
being  of  his  community,  for  his  life  and  character 
affect,  unconsciously  though  it  may  be,  the  lives 
and  characters  of  others,  and  thus  the  influence  is 
unending  until  time  itself  shall  cease.  Too  much 
praise,  therefore,  cannot  be  given  to  those  who 
by  their  worthy  lives  are  entitled  to  more  than 
passing  mention.  Mr.  Brown,  who  belongs  to 
this  class,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  agricul¬ 
turists  and  stock-raisers  in  Pike  County,  and  has 
been  a  leading  factor  in  every  enterprise  of  inr- 
portance  in  his  county.  Throughout  this  section 
he  is  well  known  and  regarded  as  one  of  its  rep¬ 
resentative  men. 

A  native  of  this  county,  Mr.  Brown  was  born 
in  Cuivre  Township,  November  4,  1843,  to  T. 
Woodson  and  Lucy  B.  (Hilliard)  Brown.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Va., 
June  2,  1803,  departed  this  life  July  16,  1878. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Granville 
County,  N.  C.,  her  birth  taking  place  August  13, 
1808.  She,  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years,  passing  away  November  5,  1889. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  three  sons  died  in  infancy.  Mary  A.,  the 


eldest,  was  born  April  14,  1831,  and  on  reaching 
mature  years  was  married  to  William  H.  Sisson, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Cuivre  Township,  this 
county;  Adolphus,  who  was  born  in  1833,  died 
two  years  later;  William  R.  was  born  January 
28,  1835,  died  August  23,  1892;  Henry  T., 
born  in  1836,  departed  this  life  the  following 
year;  Lucy  B.,  born  July  2,  1838,  is  now  Mrs.  J. 

B.  Dimbar,  also  a  well-known  farmer  of  Cuivre 
Township;  John  W.  was  born  June  18,  1840,  and 
died  in  1841 ;  Thomas  B.,  born  November  25, 
1841,  is  now  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  in  Audrain 
County,  Mo.;  Guilford  B.  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family.  The  parents 
were  married  at  Redhouse,  N.  C.,  July  15,  1829, 
and  made  that  State  their  home  for  ten  years 
thereafter.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  they 
took  up  the  line  of  march  to  this  western  State, 
of  which  they  had  heard  such  glowing  accounts, 
and  on  arriving  here  located  on  a  farm  which  lies 
northeast  of  Bowling  Green,  in  Pike  County. 
They  were  people  of  prominence  in  this  vicinity, 
always  interested  in  worthy  movements  which 
had  for  their  object  the  betterment  and  elevation 
of  their  community. 

Guilford  B.  Brown  was  brought  up  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Cuivre  Township  and  as  soon  as 
old  enough  was  sent  to  school  and  obtained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught  at 
that  time.  In  1867  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Spencer  Township,  where  he  nas  ever  since 
made  his  home,  and  is  now  the  proud  possessor 
of  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  finely-im¬ 
proved  land.  He  at  once  settled  down  to  the 
quiet  and  independent  life  of  a  larmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  a  calling  for  which  he  was  eminently 
fitted,  owing  to  his  long  residence  on  the  home 
farm. 

When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own 
Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  McCune, 
the  ceremony  being  celebrated  September  30, 
1890.  This  lady  was  born  in  Pike  County,  April 
22,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter  of  J.  O.  and  IMary 

C.  (Sisson)  McCune.  Her  father  was  born  in 
this  county,  October  24,  1828,  and  died  October 
18,  1888.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Rebecca 
(Ravenscraft)  McCune,  natives  of  Kentucky, 
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whence  they  came  to  this  county  many  years  ago 
and  were  classed  among  its  earliest  settlers.  This 
last-named  couple  reared  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Henry  is  living  at  present  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  O.  is  deceased,  and  Rebecca,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Samuel  McCune,  is  likewise  deceased, 
as  is  also  her  husband.  John  and  Rebecca  Mc¬ 
Cune  were  industrious  and  enterprising  people 
and,  following  the  vocation  of  agriculturists, 
steadily  worked  their  way  upward  until  they 
acquired  a  handsome  property  and  were  num¬ 
bered  among  the  substantial  and  valued  citizens 
of  the  community  in  which  they  made  their  home. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  (Sisson)  McCune,  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Brown,  was  born  in  Virginia,  January  i8, 
1832.  Her  parents,  John  and  Mary  Sisson,  were 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  who,  on  locating 
in  this  State  and  county  became  widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  among  its  earliest  residents.  They 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  here,  exten¬ 
sively  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Sisson  was  a  man 
of  good  business  ability,  the  owner  of  many  slaves 
and  by  his  wise  investments  made  marked  ad¬ 
vancement  in  the  financial  world.  He  became  the 
father  of  the  following-named  children:  William 
J.,  now  living  a  retired  life  at  Bowling  Green; 
Henry,  deceased;  Margaret,  the  widow  of  Henry 
Kelly,  formerly  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Peno 
Township;  Mary  C.,  now  Mrs.  McCune,  is  stdl 
living  in  retirement  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Cuivre  Township;  L.  Frank  is  living  in  ease  and 
luxury  on  his  fine  estate  in  this  township;  Lizzie, 
the  widow  of  W.  R.  Brown,  also  resides  in  Cuivre 
Township,  and  Edward  and  Julia  are  deceased. 

Joseph  and  Mary  C.  Sisson  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  in  Pike  County,  this  State,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters. 
Of  these  Mollie  R.  is  the  widow  of  John  Farrell, 
and  is  at  present  living  at  Bowling  Green,  this 
State;  Maggie  married  J.  Thomas  Elliott  and  is 
now  deceased;  John  H.,  is  at  present  living  in 
Towner  County,  N.  Dak.,  of  which  he  is  Sheriff; 
Jessie,  now  Mrs.  Brown;  Josepli  T.,  deceased; 
Ruth  married  William  Hufty,  who  is  at  present 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  McCune 
Station,  this  County;  Nettie  B.,  the  wife  of  Jack 
Howell,  section  boss  on  the  H.  &  St.  L.  Railroad 


at  the  above  place;  Sally,  deceased;  Ora  J.  mar¬ 
ried  James  B.  Jones,  an  agriculturist  residing  in 
Peno  Township,  this  county;  William  R.,  also  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  railroad  at  IMcCune  Station,  and 
.Tennie,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  child,  a  son  named  McCune,  \vho  was 
born  ]\Iarch  14,  1892. 

In  religious  affairs  Mr.  Brown  is  a  valued  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
the  support  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  and  regular 
contributor.  His  right  of  franchise  he  uses  in 
support  of  the  Democratic  party,  which  finds  in 
him  an  earnest  advocate.  Although  in  no  sense 
of  the  term  an  office-seeker,  he  allows  no  worthy 
movement  to  fail  for  want  of  assistance  on  his 
part.  Socially  he  is  a  prominent  Mason,  which 
order  he  joined  in  1884.  Having  lived  in  this 
county  all  his  life,  Mr.  Brown  has  seen  the  won¬ 
derful  changes  that  cultivation  has  made  in  the 
county.  He  has  seen  many  people  come  and 
go,  but  his  pleasant  relationship  has  continued 
with  all,  as  he  is  by  nature  a  man  who  easily 
makes  and  retains  friends. 


Amos  j.  STILLWELL  (deceased).  There 
were  few  men  more  widely  or  more  favor¬ 
ably  knowm  in  Northeastern  Missouri 
than  the  late  lamented  Amos  J.  Stillwell,  whose 
name  is  presented  above,  and  who  for  a  third  of 
a  century  w'as  one  of  Hannibal’s  most  progress¬ 
ive,  most  prominent  and  popular  citizens. 

He  w^as  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  at  Mays- 
ville  April  20,  1828.  His  parents  were  also  Ken¬ 
tuckians,  his  farmer  having  been  a  prominent 
business  man  of  that  State  and  largely  interested 
in  the  milling  business  there.  His  father,  Will¬ 
iam  Stillwell,  the  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Han¬ 
nah  Stillwell,  was  born  June  30,  1787.  William 
Stillwell  married  Phoebe  Dye  in  Mason  County, 
Ky.,  Eebruary  i,  1810.  She  was  born  May  24, 
1792,  and  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  Dye.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
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ing  children;  Everett,  John,  Brison,  William, 
Amos  J.,  Elvira,  Eliza  Ann,  and  Malissa,  all  de¬ 
ceased  but  John,  now  of  Lafayette,  Ind.  William 
Stillwell  departed  this  life  September  14,  1857, 
and  his  wife,  Phoebe,  April  i,  1865. 

Amos  secured  a  fair  education  and  at  an 
early  age  started  into  business  for  himself, 
and  with  his  brother  Brison  engaged  in  shipping 
produce  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers. 
In  1848  they  located  at  Hannibal,  Mo.,  where 
they  entered  into  the  milling  business,  his  mill 
at  that  time  being  located  on  Bear  Creek.  Three 
years  subsequently  Mr.  Stillwell  removed  to  St. 
Louis,  and  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Mof¬ 
fett,  opened  a  commission  business. 

They  operated  this  together  until  1855,  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Stillwell  returning 
to  Hannibal,  erecting  suitable  buildings  and  en¬ 
gaging  in  pork  packing.  He  continued  in  this 
business,  increasing  it  from  year  to  year  until 
his  decease.  It  had  grown  to  large  proportions, 
and  had  become  one  of  Hannibal’s  most  potent 
factors  in  her  development.  He  did  not  confine 
himself  entirely  to  the  packing  industry,  large 
though  it  was,  but  gave  his  attention  to  real  es¬ 
tate  and  agriculture. 

To  gratify  his  desire  in  the  latter  direction, 
Mr.  Stillwell  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land 
across  the  Mississippi,  in  the  Chenal  Ecarte  (Sni- 
Bottoms),  and  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  its 
improvement.  He  was  never  happier  than  when 
he  could  cut  loose  from  his  packing  business 
and,  crossing  the  great  Father  of  Waters,  give 
himself  up  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  Illinois  farm. 
He  would  come  back  refreshed  and  with  renewed 
vigor  apply  himself  to  his  vast  packing  interests. 
Neither  of  the  above  enterprises  absorbed  all  of 
his  time.  His  mind  was  fertile  and  his  energies 
tireless. 

He  became  one  of  the  promoters  in  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hannibal, 
and  was  at  one  time  its  President.  He  also  in¬ 
terested  himself  in  the  construction  of  railroads 
in  that  section  of  the  country,  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  building  of  the  M.,  K.  &  T.  R.  R. 
from  Moberly  and  Naples,  Ilk,  to  Hannibal,  Mo., 
operating  under  the  name  of  Hayward,  Stillwell 


&  Co.  Subsequently  he  became  interested  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  was  President  of  the 
Hannibal  Lumber  Co.,  now  one  of  the  largest 
institutions  of  Hannibal.  In  national  politics 
Mr.  Stillwell  was  a  Republican,  but  in  local  mat¬ 
ters  always  supported  the  man  he  deemed  most 
worthy. 

Amos  J.  Stillwell  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1854  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Holman,  of 
Boonville,  Mo.  She  departed  this  life  June  9, 
1868,  leaving  as  the  issue  of  her  marriage  one 
son,  Richard  H.  Mr.  Stillwell  was  married  the 
second  time  in  1870,  to  Miss  Fannie  Anderson, 
of  Greencastle,  Ind.,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Mollie,  Harold,  and  Earle. 

On  the  night  of  December  31,  1888,  while 
peacefully  reposing  in  his  beautiful  home  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  he  had  helped  to  create,  knowing 
not  that  he  had  an  enemy  in  the  world,  and  un¬ 
conscious  of  his  impending  danger,  the  assassin, 
with  stealthy,  noiseless  tread,  entered  his  cham¬ 
ber,  and  raising  a  heavy  axe  above  his  head 
struck  out  his  life.  Thus,  in  the  prime  of  mental 
and  physical  vigor  and  usefulness,  without  a 
moment’s  warning,  he  was  taken  away  from 
home,  from  friends,  and  the  community  wherein 
he  was  beloved.  Years  have  passed,  and  yet  the 
guilty  party  is  still  outside  the  law. 

Mr.  Stillwell  was  one  of  the  strong  characters 
of  Hannibal;  he  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
executive  ability,  deliberate  in  thought  and  firm 
in  resolution.  His  word  was  never  broken,  and 
his  promise  to  pay  was  considered  as  good  as 
a  note  at  hand.  He  was  always  ready  to  take  up 
any  measure  for  the  advancement  of  Hannibal 
that  appealed  to  his  judgment.  He  left  a  large 
estate,  which,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  rap¬ 
idly  accumulating.  He  was  eminently  a  domes¬ 
tic  man,  a  devoted  husband  and  a  kind  father; 
large  in  his  benevolence  and  charities,  freely  giv¬ 
ing  of  his  means  to  every  worthy  cause.  As 
such  he  passed  to  a  better  land,  deeply  lamented 
by  the  people  who  had  known  and  loved  him. 

Richard  H.  Stillwell,  of  Hannibal,  son  of  the 
late  Amos  J.  Stillwell,  was  born  in  Boonville,  i\Io., 
June  9,  1856.  He  was  educated  at  Kemper’s 
school,  Boonville,  Mo.,  and  when  of  sufficient 
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age  entered  the  business  house  of  his  father  and 
soon  took  an  active  part  in  its  affairs.  It  was 
not  long  before  lie  became  the  right  hand  man 
of  his  father  in  his  extensive  business. 

Two  years  after  the  demise  of  the  latter  the 
business  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
The  A.  J.  Stillwell  Meat  Company,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  eighty  thousand  dollars.  Richard  H. 
Stillwell  became  President,  C.  F.  Hodgdon, 
\hce-President,  and  L.  E.  Turner,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  In  1890  the  company  erected  their 
first  ice  plant  and  two  years  later  business  had 
increased  to  such  proportions  that  they  found  it 
necessary  to  erect  a  larger  one  to  meet  the  de¬ 
mands  of  their  large  and  increasing  trade.  The 
two  plants  have  now  a  capacity  of  thirty  tons 
per  day.  They  ship  their  meats  to  Illinois,  In¬ 
dian  Territory,  Kansas,  Texas,  and  all  parts  of 
Missouri,  and  do  a  business  amounting  to  over 
half  a  million  dollars  annually.  It  is  now  one  of 
the  great  industries  of  Hannibal  and  worthy  the 
attention  of  visitors  to  that  city. 

Richard  H.  Stillwell  was  united  in  marriage 
at  Hannibal,  April  28,  1886,  to  Lulu,  the  accom¬ 
plished  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Elizabeth  A. 
(Gordon)  Voorhis.  (See  sketch  of  Mr.  Voorh’s 
in  another  part  of  this  volume.)  Mrs.  Stillwell 
was  born  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sept.  16,  1861,  and 
was  educated  at  Mary  Institute  of  that  city,  and 
at  Jacksonville,  Ill.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  three  children:  Voorhis,  Amos  J.,  and  Mar¬ 
garet.  Mrs.  Stillwell  is  a  member  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  church 
affairs  as  well  as  in  literary  societies. 

In  addition  to  his  packing  and  ice  business, 
Mr.  Stillwell  has  other  large  interests  to  com¬ 
mand  his  attention.  He  is  president  of  the  Han¬ 
nibal  Pressed  Brick  Company,  which  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1894.  This  company  has  a  fine  clay 
bed  and  turns  out  as  good  a  quality  of  brick  as  is 
made  in  the  State.  Mr.  Stillwell,  like  his  father, 
also  takes  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  in  looking 
after  his  large  farm  across  the  river  in  Chenal 
Ecarte,  or  Sni  Cartee,  or  Sni  Bottoms,  as  it  is 
commonly  called.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  resi¬ 
dences  in  the  city,  overlooking  the  broad  Missis¬ 
sippi,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  dwell  happily 


in  domestic  enjoyment,  and  where  they  delight 
in  the  entertainment  of  their  host  of  friends. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Stillwell  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
success  of  its  principles. 

i\Ir.  Stillwell  is  like  his  father  in  many  respects. 
He  has  good  executive  ability,  and  is  an  organ¬ 
izer  and  leader  in  business  circles.  He  is  strong 
in  his  convictions,  likes  and  dislikes,  and  is 
broad-minded,  progressive  and  cosmopolitan. 
He  is  liberal,  generous,  genial  of  heart  and  com¬ 
panionable,  popular  and  highly  esteemed  by  the 
people. 


WILLIAM  A.  MOSS  is  proprietor  of 
the  “Moss  Rose”  stock  farm,  situated 
on  Section  25,  Township  57,  Range  7, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  widely 
known  farmers  and  breeders  of  fine  stock  in 
Marion  County.  He  may  well  be  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  never  had  a  lawsuit,  though  his 
business  transactions  have  been  very  extensive, 
and  he  is  now  well  off  in  this  world’s  goods. 

Mr.  Moss  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county, 
his  birth  having  occurred  here,  February  ii, 
1842.  His  parents  were  John  A.  and  Hester  A. 
(Griffith)  Moss.  The  former  was  a  son  of  Luke 
and  Hannah  (IMackey)  IMoss,  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  South  Carolina  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  where 
Mr.  i\Ioss  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his 
wife  subsequently  moving  to  Pike  County,  where 
she  died.  They  were  large  slave  holders  and 
owned  several  tracts  of  land.  Of  their  four  chil¬ 
dren  Harrison  W.  is  dead;  Louisa  is  the  widow 
of  Benjamin  Thresher,  of  Madison,  Monroe 
County,  Mo.;  and  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  John 
A.  Stevenson,  of  IMonroe  City,  Mo.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  father  died  April  20,  1891,  in  Marion 
County,  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
The  mother,  who  was  born  in  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  in  1821,  was  the  daughter  of  Major  and 
Sarah  (Hayden)  Griffith,  who  moved  to  Marion 
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County  in  1830.  Mrs.  Moss  is  one  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  the  three  eldest  of  whom,  Frank,  Enoch, 
and  Hayden,  are  deceased;  Caroline,  widow  of 
Daniel  McCloud,  resides  in  Palmyra;  Betsey  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  Colbert,  a  farmer  of  La  Fay¬ 
ette  County,  Mo.;  Beckie  is  deceased;  and  Jen¬ 
nie  became  the  wife  of  William  Barger,  a  farmer 
and  stock-dealer  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Hester 
Moss  is  now  making  her  home  with  her  son, 
William  A. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  homestead,  and  received  good  common 
school  advantages.  When  he  was  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  left  home  to  seek  his  own  live¬ 
lihood,  and  soon  moved  to  his  present  farm, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  which  was  given 
to  him  by  his  father  for  past  services.  He  has 
increased  the  boundaries  of  the  homestead  until 
it  now  numbers  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
In  1889  he  purchased  the  famous  stallion  “Rose 
Berry,”  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  owner  of 
“Tube  Rose,”  the  pedigreed  number  being  327, 
and  also  of  the  famous  “Blossom  Second,”  a 
Kentucky-bred  animal  sixteen  hands  in  height. 
In  1890  the  owner  gave  his  farm  its  present  title 
of  “Moss  Rose.” 

In  1867  Mr.  Moss  married  Jennie  C.  Earhart, 
a  native  of  Palmyra,  Marion  County,  born  April 
13,  1838.  Her  father,  Philip  M.,  born  in  Virginia 
in  1812,  was  a  son  of  Philip  and  Mary  Earhart, 
and  died  May  9,  1892.  His  brother,  Jacob,  is  a 
resident  of  California,  and  his  two  sisters,  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  Mary,  are  deceased.  His  father  subse¬ 
quently  married  the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Drake,  but 
had  no  children  by  that  union.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Moss,  residing  with  our  subject  and  wife, 
was  a  Miss  Leeanna  Graham,  of  Virginia.  Her 
parents  died  when  she  was  only  two  years  old, 
and  her  only  sister,  Levina,  is  the  wife  of  W.  A. 
Brewster, ,  a  retired  farmer  of  Baraboo,  Wis. 
Philip  M.  and  Leeanna  Earhart  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Newton,  who  died 
when  young;  William  H.,  deceased;  Jacob,  a 
farmer  of  this  county;  Jennie  C.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Annie  G.,  wife  of  Cal  Crane,  a  farmer 
of  this  county;  Benjamin  F.,  who  is  farming  in 
Arkansas;  Thomas  E.,  a  druggist  of  Palmyra; 


Philip,  deceased;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  father  of  this  family  settled  in  Palmyra  in 
very  early  days  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
blacksmith,  and  was  also  extensively  interested 
in  farming.  He  was  the  owner  of  several  slaves, 
as  was  the  custom  in  the  section  of  country  from 
which  he  came.  In  1857  he  removed  to  this 
township  and  here  passed  the  rest  of  his  life. 

William  A.  Moss  and  wife  have  had  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  namely:  Madison  G.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Thomas  A.,  a  farmer  in  this  county; 
Anna  L.  and  Willina,  who  are  residing  with  their 
parents;  an  infant  son,  deceased;  Philip  E., 
William  A.,  and  Lutie.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  rank  among 
the  most  influential  people  of  this  section.  Mr. 
Moss  has  never  aspired  to  political  office,  but 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 


JASPER  S.  CASH.  The  life  of  this  gentle¬ 
man,  of  which  we  give  a  brief  outline,  af¬ 
fords  an  illustration  of  the  power  of  courage 
and  industry  in  enabling  a  man  to  overcome 
early  difficulties  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Mr.  Cash 
embarked  in  life  with  no  means,  but,  undaunted 
by  obstacles,  he  labored  untiringly,  displayed 
good  judgment  in  the  investment  of  his  earnings, 
and  now,  as  the  reward  of  his  efforts,  has  gained 
prosperity  and  is  living  retired  in  Frankford, 
Pike  County,  four  and  one-half  miles  from  which 
place  he  was  born,  January  15,  1837. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Ann 
(Shotwell)  Cash,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Mason  County,  Ky.,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  He 
made  the  trip  to  this  State  by  wagon  in  1830  or 
1831,  and  entering  from  the  Government  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land,  had  this  large 
tract  partially  improved  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
in  1840.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  aside 
from  casting  a  ballot  during  election  times  never 
mixed  in  public  life.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  in  this  locality, 
and  aided  very  materially  in  the  support  of  the 
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congregation.  Of  the  seven  children  comprised  ‘ 
in  his  household,  ]\Iary  E.  died  when  young; 
John  passed  away  in  1890;  William  was  the  next 
born,  and  at  present  he  lives  in  Peno  Township, 
Pike  County;  Rachel  married  John  Nichols  and 
died  at  Perry,  AIo.,  in  1892;  Benjamin  was  a 
young  man  of  twenty-one  years  at  the  time  of  his 
decease;  Cornelia  E.  is  the  widow  of  Garret  S. 
Thornton,  of  Henrietta,  Texas,  and  Jasper  S.,  of 
this  sketch,  who  w'as  the  youngest  but  one  of  the 
family. 

IMrs.  Ann  Cash,  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a  native  of  IMason  County,  Ky.,  and  died 
while  living  in  Perry,  this  State,  in  1892,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  had  been  three 
times  married,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Boroughs)  Shotwell.  Grandfather  John  j 
Shotwell  came  to  America  from  Ireland  and  died  ■ 
in  Mason  County,  Ky.,  wdiere  he  was  a  farmer,  j 
He  w’as  born  January  29,  1777,  and  died  July  4, 
1824.  He  was  first  married  to  Rachel  Dyke,  w'ho 
was  born  September  16,  1785,  and  died  October 
I,  1808,  leaving  two  children,  Anna,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  and  Laura.  His  second  wife  bore 
him  five  children.  | 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  limited  to  a 
few  years’  attendance  in  the  primitive  log  school 
house,  as,  wdien  fourteen  years  old,  he  began  j 
working  out  by  the  month.  He  was  thus  em-  j 
ployed  for  the  following  four  years,  when  he  | 
rented  a  piece  of  land,  which  he  operated  for  him¬ 
self  until  1867.  He  had  so  managed  affairs  that  i 
in  that  year  he  was  enabled  to  make  his  first  pur-  | 
chase  of  land,  which  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  lo¬ 
cated  four  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Frankford,  | 
for  which  he  paid  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre.  To  | 
this  he  later  added  another  tract  of  eighty  acres,  j 
which  was  mostly  covered  with  timber,  and  for  i 
this  he  paid  thirty-one  dollars  per  acre.  As  the  ' 
years  passed  by  he  continued  to  prosper  in  his  ■ 
every  venture,  and  the  next  addition  to  his  estate 
embraced  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres.  This 
latter  tract  he  afterward  sold  for  a  goodly  sum  of 
money  and  became  the  possessor  of  seventy-six 
acres  adjoining  his  other  property.  Land  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home  rapidly  advanced  in  value. 


and  when  Mr.  Cash  desired  to  purchase  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  he  was  obliged  to 
pay  forty-six  dollars  for  a  portion  of  it.  He  made 
a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  having  on  his  place 
the  best  grades  of  Hereford  cattle,  Poland-China 
and  Cheshire-White  hogs  and  Shropshire  sheep. 
In  this  department  of  agriculture  he  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  in  1890  decided  to  take  life  easy,  and 
removed  to  Frankford,  where  he  has  a  pleasant 
home,  surrounded  with  everything  which  will  in 
any  way  add  to  his  comfort  and  that  of  his  family. 

jMiss  Emarine  Porter  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  October  24,  1862.  She,  too,  was  born  near 
Frankford  and  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Lucinda  (Bailey)  Porter.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Harrison  County,  Ky.,  whence  he  came 
to  iMissouri  about  1825.  Here  he  was  married, 
and  afterwards  entered  and  improved  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land.  This  tract  he  sold  and  became 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
Salt  River,  where  he  died,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Kanawha  Count}’,  W. 
\*a.,  passed  away  several  years  before  his  death. 

IMrs.  Cash  had  nine  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of 
whom  were  reared  to  mature  years,  with  one  ex¬ 
ception.  They  were  Armilla,  Mrs.  Emitt  Steel; 
Ann,  who  married  a  IMr.  Dunkham,  and  on  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Ford;  John 
died  when  an  infant;  Elizabeth  became  Mrs.  La 
Borne,  and  is  now  deceased;  Parthena,  Mrs. 
Summers,  is  deceased,  as  are  James,  George,  Na¬ 
thaniel  and  Alice.  The  Porters  are  of'  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  the  Baileys  of  French  origin. 

Th^  four  children  comprised  in  the  household 
of  orir  subject  and  his  wife  are  William  R.,  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  home  place;  Lou  Ann,  the  wife  of 
James  Pritchett;  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years,  and  Etha  Bell,  who  lives  at  home.  They 
have  all  been  given  good  educations  and  fitted 
to  occupy  useful  positions  in  life.  i\Irs.  Cash  is  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  In 
politics  our  subject  was  in  early  life  a  Whig,  but 
for  a  number  of  years  he  has  voted  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket.  He  has  many  warm  friends  through¬ 
out  this  section,  and  in  every  respect  is  deserving 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 
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HON.  JESSE  H.  RECTOR. 


Hon.  JESSE  H.  RECTOR  is  the  proprie- 
tor  of  Elk  Lick  Springs,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  summer  resorts  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  which  is  located  in  Pike 
County,  and  where  he  is  also  holding  the  respon¬ 
sible  office  of  Postmaster.  He  is  widely  and  fa¬ 
vorably  known  throughout  this  section  as  a  prom¬ 
inent  and  wealthy  agriculturist,  and  we  know 
that  the  reader  will  take  interest  in  learning  the 
details  of  his  business  career  and  private  interests 
connected  with  his  busy  life. 

Mr.  Rector  is  a  native  of  Fauquier  County,  Va., 
and  was  born  January  21,  1815.  His  parents  were 
Vincent  and  Artimesia  (Bowie)  Rector.  The  for¬ 
mer  was  also  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  died  in 
1855  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  In 
1836  Vincent  Rector  moved  to  Morgan  County, 
Ill.,  from  his  native  State,  and  after  a  residence 
there  of  two  years  went  to  Spencer  Township, 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  which  was  his  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  until  1850.  That  year  he  removed  to  Ralls 
County,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He  was  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  during  the  years  in  which  he  lived  in  Mis¬ 
souri  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  agri¬ 
culturist  and  citizen.  He  was  one  in  a  family  of 
six  children:  Joseph,  Thomas,  Kittie,  who  was 
married  to  William  Tripplett;  Vincent,  and  two 
other  sisters,  who  were  married  to  two  brothers, 
Miller  by  name. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  likewise  born 
in  the  Old  Dominion,  being  a  native  of  Culpeper 
County,  where  her  birth  occurred  September  25, 
1784.  She  passed  away  in  1849,  aged  sixty-five 
years.  She  was  married  to  Vincent  Rector  in 
Fauquier  County,  Va.,  December  25,  1809,  and 
to  them  were  born  a  family  of  eleven  children,  as 


follows:  John  H.,  deceased;  Katie,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  the  wife  of  John  Glassock,  who  during  his 
life  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer  and  shoe¬ 
maker;  Susan,  also  deceased;  Jesse  H.  was  the 
next  born;  James  S.,  deceased;  Bayless,  an  ex¬ 
tensive  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  living  in  New 
London,  of  whom  see  sketch  in  another  part  of 
this  volume;  Matilda,  married  to  James  Nally, 
both  deceased;  Burr  P.  departed  this  life  in  1884; 
Harriet  married  Ichabod  Butler,  formerly  a 
farmer  of  Pike  County,  and  both  are  deceased,  as 
are  also  Mary  J.,  who  married  D.  J.  Almond,  and 
George  W. 

Jesse  H.  Rector  took  unto  himself  a  wife  in 
1840,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Cynthia  Strother,  who 
was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  French  Strother,  of  Virginia,  where 
the  mother  lived  and  died.  Later  Mr.  Strother,  in 
company  with  -his  son  Elijah,  visited  Illinois, 
where  he  was  taken  sick  and  died.  His  family  of 
four  children  included  the  following:  Elijah  and 
Cynthia,  deceased;  Reuben,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  Robert,  also  deceased. 

Mrs.  Rector  became  the  mother  of  two  sons 
and  four  daughters.  She  departed  this  life  in 
1870,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Her  children  were 
Elizabeth  B.,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Merritt,  a  cat¬ 
tle  dealer  of  California,  and  now  living  with  her 
father;  Lucinda  Jane  was  married  to  Jefferson  G. 
James,  the  owner  of  large  landed  interests  in 
California  and  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
Fresno;  his  possessions  in  that  State  in  lands  ag¬ 
gregate  fifty  thousand  acres;  Elijah  Rector  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Nevada  City,  Cal.,  where 
he  also  does  a  good  business  as  a  money  broker; 
Bayless  S.  is  the  partner  of  Elijah  in  his  hotel 
enterprise;  Martha  A.  is  deceased;  Jennie  was 
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married  to  John  D.  James;  both  are  dead;  the 
latter  was  a  farmer  and  banker  of  Ralls  County, 
l\Io.,  and  one  of  its  wealthiest  citizens. 

Our  subject  continued  to  reside  on  the  farm  in 
Faucjuier  County  until  a  year  after  reaching  his 
majority,  when  he  left  home  and  began  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself.  His  first  employment  was  in 
making  rails,  for  which  he  received  about  twelve 
dollars  per  month.  Not  being  at  all  satisfied  with 
his  employer  he  remained  with  him  only  two 
months,  when  his  services  were  secured  by  an¬ 
other  farmer  who  paid  him  better  wages.  Mr. 
Rector  was  very  economical  and  industrious,  and 
about  1840  paid  down  in  silver  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Spencer  Township,  Pike  County,  iMo.,  whither  he 
had  removed.  The  tract  cost  him  eight  hundred 
dollars  when  it  was  all  paid  for,  and  after  improv¬ 
ing  the  same  he  disposed  of  it  for  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  thus  making  a  snug  little  sum  out  of  the 
transaction,  which  he  divided  with  a  partner 
whom  he  had  associated  with  him.  In  1856  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  this  second  party  in  all 
their  enterprises  and  became  the  proprietor  of 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  in  Pike  County.  In  addition  to  this  he  has 
four  farms  in  Ralls  County,  which  aggregate  four 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  As  has  already  been 
shown  he  is  a  man  of  push  and  energy,  and  it  is 
to  such  residents  that  Spencer  Township  owes  its 
present  good  financial  standing  among  its  sister 
townships  in  the  county.  He  is  a  resolute,  wide¬ 
awake  man,  whose  forcible  character  has  placed 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  wealthy  residents  of 
the  State. 

From  1848  to  1852  he  served  efficiently  as  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  Post¬ 
master  and  has  been  retained  in  office  with  each 
change  of  administration,  which  speaks  well  for 
his  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  respon¬ 
sible  position.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  re¬ 
ligious  denomination,  but  takes  a  leading  part  in 
all  worthy  movements,  and  by  trying  to  follow  out 
the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule  has  made  many 
warm  friends  in  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a 
strong  Democrat,  although  prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  was  a  Whig  and  an  admirer  of  Henry 


Clay.  As  has  already  been  stated.  Elk  Lick 
Springs  is  visited  each  summer  by  many  people 
seeking  rest  and  health.  The  water  at  this  noted 
resort  possesses  peculiar  health-giving  powers, 
which  makes  it  much  desired  by  those  who  are 
ailing.  Mr.  Rector  has  built  here  a  large  house 
containing  twenty-six  rooms,  elegantly  furnished, 
besides  two  cottages  of  five  rooms  each,  which 
will  accommodate  many  visitors.  He  has  on  his 
farm  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  hogs  and  about 
seventy  head  of  cattle,  and  has  found  the  stock- 
raising  business  to  be  a  profitable  one.  He  is 
truly  self-made,  and  notwithstanding  the  many 
reverses  which  almost  invariably  attend  the  career 
of  bread-winners,  he  has  come  boldly  to  the  front 
and  is  now  one  of  the  wealthy  and  influential  citi¬ 
zens  of  Pike  County. 


WILLIAM  MADISON  HAWKER,  one 
of  the  prominent  and  progressive  citi¬ 
zens  of  Marion  County,  is  a  resident 
of  Section  6,  Township  56,  Range  8.  He  com¬ 
menced  his  career  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder 
and  has  ascended  step  by  step  until  he  is  now 
wealthy  and  correspondingly  influential.  He  is 
one  of  those  men  who  press  forward  in  one  direc¬ 
tion  toward  a  destined  goal,  turning  aside  neither 
to  the  right  or  left,  and  not  discouraged  by  ad¬ 
verse  circumstances.  With  the  exception  of 
serving  as  School  Director,  which  he  has  done 
efficiently  for  the  past  four  years,  he  has  never 
been  induced  to  hold  office,  though  he  has  dis¬ 
charged  his  duties  as  a  citizen  according  to  his 
convictions. 

Frederick  Hawker,  father  of  William  M.,  was 
born  in  Germany  and  died  in  1870,  when  sixty 
years  of  age.  On  arriving  at  maturity  he  mar¬ 
ried  Louisa  Heinter,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
place  and  who  died  in  1872,  when  in  her  sixty- 
first  year.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  William  M.;  Charles  died  in  the 
army;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Finley  Mitchel,  who 
is  a  farmer  in  Missouri;  Lizzie  was  twice  mar- 
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ried,  first  to  John  Mitchell,  and  after  his  death  to 
William  Barnett,  who  operates  a  farm  in  this 
township;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Joe  Freland,  who 
owns  a  farm,  and  is  a  school  teacher  in  Kansas; 
Etta  married  Ed  Eddings,  a  farmer  of  Lewis 
County;  John  is  the  proprietor  of  a  farm  in  Bit¬ 
ter  Root  Valley,  Mont;  Frederick  Flawker  emi¬ 
grated  from  the  Fatherland  to  the  Island  of  Ja¬ 
maica  in  1836,  and  resided  there  for  six  years. 
In  1842  he  settled  near  See’s  Creek,  Warren 
Township,  this  county,  and  continued  to  dwell 
in  that  section  until  1855,  when  he  moved  to 
Newmarket  to  pass  his  declining  years.  He  was 
well  educated  in  his  mother  tongue  and  was  fairly 
conversant  with  the  English  language. 

The  birth  of  William  M.  Hawker  took  place 
on  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  December  i,  1842,  and 
he  was  brought  to  this  county  in  infancy,  by  his 
parents.  He  lived  at  home,  being  of  such  as¬ 
sistance  as  was  in  his  power,  until  arriving  at 
his  majority,  when  he  decided  to  embark  on  the 
independent  journey  of  life.  Having  rented  a 
farm  near  Newmarket,  in  this  township,  he  dili¬ 
gently  set  to  work  to  cultivate  the  same  and  for 
the  next  five  years  leased  various  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county.  At  length  he  had  saved  sufficient 
money  by  his  careful  and  thrifty  methods  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  possess  land  in  his  own  right  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  invested  a  certain  amount  in  one 
hundred  acres,  a  portion  of  his  present  farm. 
From  time  to  time,  as  his  resources  permitted,  he 
increased  the  boundaries  of  the  farm  until  at 
present  it  numbers  four  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

In  all  his  undertakings  Mr.  Hawker  has  been 
ably  seconded  by  his  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate,  who  was  before  her  marriage  Sarah 
F.  Couch.  She  was  born  February  ii,  1848,  be¬ 
ing  a  daughter  of  Marshall  and  Alvira  (Turner) 
Couch,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  who  at  an  early 
day  came  to  Marion  County.  The  father  went 
to  California  in  1849  was  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  operations  until  he  was  killed 
in  a  snow-slide.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
yeai's,  passing  to  her  rest  in  1869,  aged  sixty- 
five  years.  Mrs.  Hawker  is  one  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Jane  and  Luther  are  deceased; 
John  is  a  resident  of  this  State;  Margarett  E.  is 


now  in  Montana,  and  the  wife  of  John  Burch; 
William  is  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Henry  lives  in 
Shelby  County;  and  Martha  C.  dwells  in  this 
township.  The  union  of  our  subject  and  wife 
was  celebrated  February  ii,  1861,  and  eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  come  to  grace  their  home.  They  are 
as  follows:  Mollie  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Harry 
Huggins,  of  Lakenan,  Shelby  County;  Charles, 
who  farms  in  Monroe  County;  Martha,  wife  of 
Thomas  Burditt,  an  agriculturist  of  this  locality; 
Fleming  T.,  deceased;  Fred;  Vernie  and  the 
twins,  Myrtie  and  Gertie,  are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Hawker  received  only  a  district  school 
education,  but  has  increased  his  knowledge  by 
general  reading  and  keen  observation.  He  uses 
his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is 
at  present  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Clerk.  He 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact  and  is  widely  known  for  his  kind  and 
unostentatious  acts  of  charity. 


JOHN  R.  SMOOT,  who  owns  one  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  acres  of  land  in  Township 
59,  Range  7,  Marion  County,  is  a  native  of 
this  township,  having  been  born  here  January 
12,  1842.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  practical  farmers  of  the  locality  and  has 
succeeded  in  his  various  undertakings  and  en¬ 
terprises  far  beyond  his  expectations.  The  place 
which  he  occupies  was  formerly  known  as  the 
Shumate  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  first  entered  in 
the  township. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Josiah 
and  Henrietta  (Whitaker)  Smoot,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  father  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
his  native  State  until  coming  West  to  this  State, 
in  1836.  The  journey  hither  was  made  overland 
in  a  wagon,  and  when  locating  in  this  county 
he  entered  from  the  Government  a  tract  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  acres.  This  he  cleared  of  the 
thick  growth  of  timber,  improved  and  made  of  it 


588 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


one  of  the  best  estates  in  the  county.  He  was 
well  educated  and  taught  school  in  his  district 
during  the  winter  months  and  gave  his  attention 
to  his  farm  in  the  summer  season.  He  died  in 
1858,  while  his  wife  survived  him  until  1883. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Susan  married  John  AlcChristie;  Mary  is  now 
Mrs.  Jesse  McChristie;  Thomas  married  Louisa 
Shumate;  Samuel  married  Matt  Sweeny  and  now 
makes  his  home  in  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Lucinda 
married  Sobeska  Taylor,  and  they  reside  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Newton  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Alma 
Walker,  and  they  now  live  in  Lewis  County, 
where  he  is  a  general  merchant;  John  R.  was  the 
next  born;  Josiah  J.  married  Mollie  Wilson,  and 
they  live  in  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine;  Harriet  mar¬ 
ried  David  Long,  and  both  are  deceased;  Abbie 
lives  in  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  with  her  brother. 
Dr.  J.  J.  Smoot.  The  family  were  all  given  good 
educations  and  some  of  them  taught  school  very 
successfully. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  our  subject 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  first  renting  a 
farm  near  Emerson.  One  year  later  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Summerill  M.  Shumate,  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane 
(Moorehead)  Shumate,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Virginia.  They  emigrated  to  ^Missouri  in  a 
very  early  day,  and  located  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  our  subject.  This  was  in  1S36,  and 
their  home  was  on  that  farm  until  their  decease. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smoot  removed  to 
Lewis  County,  where  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  was  engaged 
in  cultivating  for  the  following  six  years.  He 
then  returned  to  this  county  and  made  his  home 
with  his  mother  on  Section  35,  for  five  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  we  find  him  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  his  present  estate,  which  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  township.  On  this  he  has  placed 
many  valuable  improvements  since  making  it 
his  home,  and  in  return  for  his  labor  reaps  a 
good  income. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smoot  there  have  been  born 
the  following  named  eight  children ;  Robert,  So¬ 
beska,  Josiah  J.,  Joseph  S.,  Adella,  Pocahontas, 


Thomas  E.,  and  Mary,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  As  has  been  shown,  our  subject  is 
a  self-made  man,  and  the  high  position  which  he 
has  attained  in  the  farming  community  has  been 
gained  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  So¬ 
cially,  he  is  a  United  Workman,  belonging  to 
Lodge  No.  421,  in  Hester,  this  State.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  cast  a  vote  for  Democratic  candidates.  With 
his  wife  he  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
have  a  host  of  sincere  friends,  who  esteem  them 
for  their  upright  lives  and  sterling  characteris¬ 
tics  as  citizens  and  neighbors. 


JAIMES  D.  BOWMAN,  of  Louisiana,  Pike 
County,  AIo.,  is  a  man  of  a  genial  character, 
warm  hearted  and  generous,  and  is  verv 
popular  among  his  hosts  of  friends.  He  is  very 
strong  and  vigorous  for  a  veteran  of  the  late  war, 
but  nevertheless  the  fact  remains  that  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H.,  Forty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry  in 
December,  1864,  in  this  place,  and  was  sent  to 
New  Orleans  and  thence  to  Mobile  Bay  whe-e 
he  took  part  in  the  celebrated  engagement  at 
Spanish  Fort.  A.t  the  time  he  was  under  com¬ 
mand  of  General  A.  J.  Smith,  Colonel  A.  P.  Dyer 
being  in  command  of  the  regiment.  Subsequently 
he  marched  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  remaining  in 
that  vicinity  until  December,  when  he  returned 
to  jMobile  and  was  mustered  out  December,  1865. 
He  now  belongs  to  Major  Wilson  Post  No.  20, 
G.  A.  R.  of  Louisiana. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Bowling  Green, 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  having  been  born  December 
19,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy 
(Sloan)  Bowman.  The  former,  a  native  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  emigrated  to  Bowling  Green  in  the  forties, 
settling  in  Louisiana  in  1849.  He  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  and  followed  this  occupation  indus¬ 
triously  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Februan," 
2,  1866.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Republican 
and  a  true  patriot.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his 
widow  still  belongs.  She  is  now  a  resident  of 
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Louisiana,  making  her  home  with  her  children. 
To  herself  and  husband  were  born  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  namely:  George  and  John, 
who  are  deceased;  Martha,  wife  of  William  T. 
Ferrell  of  Bowling  Green;  James  D.,  Margaret, 
deceased,  and  Mary,  who  married  B.  F.  Todd,  of 
Louisiana. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  received  from  his 
parents  wise  and  judicious  training  and  in  youth 
obtained  a  district  school  education.  On  starting 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  he  first 
opened  a  billiard  hall  and  subsequently  engaged 
in  the  liquor  business.  In  1874  he  located  at  the 
corner  of  Georgia  and  Main  Streets  and  still 
caters  to  the  retail  trade  at  the  familiar  old  stand 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  Honor,  besides,  as 
formerly  stated,  being  connected  with  the  Grand 
Army. 

January  2,  1883,  Mr.  Bowman  married  Eliza 
W.,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Samantha  (Wells) 
Purse,  of  Ashley,  Mo.  The  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  L.  M.  Wells  and  a  descendant  of  an 
old  Virginia  family.  She,  however,  was  born  in 
Missouri,  while  her  husband  was  a  native  of  New 
York  City.  Mrs.  Bowman  was  born  and  reared 
in  Ashley,  Mo.,  where  her  parents  have  been  resi¬ 
dents  for  many  years  past. 

Mr.  Bowman  is  a  member  of  the  Bowling 
Green  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club,  also  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club,  both  of  which 
have  club  houses  in  the  “Sni  Bottoms.” 


JOHN  EASTIN  SHANNON,  who  is  one  of 
the  best-known  citizens  of  Pike  County,  is 
a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  having 
been  born  in  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  September 
10,  1821.  He  was  the  younger  of  two  children 
born  to  his  parents,  William  and  Margaret 
(Eastin)  Shannon,  and  of  whom  he  is  the  only 
survivor.  His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  the  year  1780,  and  was  a  lad  of  eight  years 
when  he  made  the  trip  to  Kentucky  with  his  par¬ 


ents.  There  he  grew  to  man’s  estate  and  selected 
his  life  companion  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eastin. 
He  chose  the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist,  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  in  Kentucky  until 
1822,  when  with  his  family  he  came  to  Missouri, 
choosing  a  good  location  in  Peno  Township, 
some  twelve  miles  west  of  where  our  subject  is  at 
present  living. 

William  Shannon  lived  on  this  farm  till  1845, 
when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  Township,  spending 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  on  the  estate  which 
his  son,  John  E.,  now  owns.  He  was  a  man  of 
upright  character  and  retiring  disposition,  which, 
with  his  liberal  support  of  all  worthy  charities,  his 
kindly  nature  and  genial  disposition,  won  for  him 
the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  War  of  1812  and  departed  this  life 
in  1851. 

Grandfather  John  Shannon  was  born  in  one  of 
the  Eastern  States,  and  was  of  Irish  descent.  He, 
with  five  brothers,  emigrated  to  Kentucky  in  1780, 
where  they  married  and  became  the  heads  of  large 
families,  who  in  after  years  were  scattered 
throughout  the  Southern  and  Western  States. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse  of  those 
early  days.  He  was  trained  to  a  full  knowledge 
of  farm  work,  and  when  ready  to  establish  a  home 
of  his  own  was  fully  competent  to  do  so.  He  was 
married  October  24,  1844,  to  Miss  Margaret  B. 
Biggs  and  as  a  tribute  to  his  noble  wife  he  dates 
his  success  in  life  from  this  time.  IMrs.  Shannon 
comes  from  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  this  State,  several  memebers  of  which  have  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves  in  the  various  walks  of  life 
in  years  gone  by.  Her  father,  William  Biggs, 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
politicians  of  his  day,  being  known  as  the  “wheel 
horse”  of  the  Whig  party.  He  also  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
and  later  two  of  his  sons,  John  D.  and  George  K., 
represented  their  district  in  the  legislature,  the 
first-named  being  from  Ralls,  and  George  from 
Clark  County,  this  State.  Another  son,  Marion, 
was  a  member  of  Congress  for  two  terms  while 
residing  in  California. 
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After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  he  and  his 
young  bride  began  housekeeping  in  the  typical 
pioneer  log  cabin,  and  although  their  home  was 
not  furnished  in  modern  style,  they  were  con¬ 
tented  and  happy.  I\Ir.  Shannon  went  to  work 
with  energy  and  determination  to  clear  his  land, 
which  was,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  acres,  a 
dense  forest.  He  remained  there  some  six  years, 
during  which  time  he  had  made  many  improve¬ 
ments,  when  his  father  proposed  to  give  the  place 
to  the  children  of  his  sister,  promising  to  give  him 
the  old  home  farm. 

In  1851  Mr.  Shannon  removed  to  his  present 
home,  which  he  has  developed  into  one  of  the 
finest  country  homes  in  the  county.  The  resi¬ 
dence  is  new  and  convenient  in  its  arrangement 
and  furnished  in  a  manner  which  indicates  its  oc¬ 
cupants  to  be  people  of  taste  and  means.  He  is 
a  progressive  agriculturist,  and  his  life  has  been 
an  umtsually  successful  one.  As  the  years  rolled 
by  he  acquired  more  property  and  has  had  the 
satisfaction  of  giving  his  children  good  educations 
and  a  fine  start  in  life.  Six  of  the  family  survive, 
namely;  Emma,  the  wife  of  William  Salmond, 
M.  D.,  a  practicing  physician  of  Edgewood,  this 
county;  they  have  one  son  named  William 
Salmond.  Mrs.  Salmond  had  been  previously 
married  to  Walter  Gillum,  by  whom  she  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  James  S.  and  Ruthie 
L.  William  O.  Shannon  is  a  progressive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Audrain  County,  his  estate 
lying  four  miles  south  of  Vandalia ;  his  family  in¬ 
cludes  seven  sons  and  daughters.  Richard  M.  is 
also  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Audrain  County,  his  farm  being  located  seven 
miles  south  of  Vandalia;  he  is  the  father  of  six 
children.  Minnie  married  M.  B.  Holliday,  one 
of  the  representative  farmers  of  this  county,  and 
they  have  three  children.  John  B.,  the  youngest 
son,  still  resides  under  the  parental  roof  and  su¬ 
perintends  the  management  of  the  home  farm. 
He  married  Miss  Polly  Edmunds,  and  they  have 
a  family  of  three  children.  Peggie  is  the  wife  of 
W.  E.  Holliday,  whose  sketch  the  reader  will  find 
on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Shannon  is  a  very  interesting  conversation¬ 
alist,  and  his  pleasing  reminiscences  of  the  early 


days  in  the  county,  when  hunting  was  a  favorite 
pastime  with  the  pioneers,  are  very  entertaining. 
His  hospitality  is  unbounded,  and  his  good  nature 
and  cheerful  disposition  have  endeared  him  to 
the  hearts  of  all  who  know  him. 

October  20,  1894,  was  an  interesting  event  in 
'the  life  of  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Shannon,  when  they  cele¬ 
brated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage. 
On  that  occasion  about  five  hundred  of  their 
friends  and  neighbors  gathered  at  Bethany  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  to  extend  congratulations  and  express 
the  wish  that  they  might  live  among  them  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Mr.  Shannon  in  his  political  affiliation  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  although  in  years  past 
he  was  a  Whig.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of 
the  jMissionary  Baptist  Church  and  his  name  may 
always  be  found  among  the  donors  to  all  worthy 
charities. 


Hugh  a.  BARR  is  the  owner  and  occu¬ 
pant  of  a  pleasant  farm,  located  on  Sec¬ 
tion  22,  Township  54,  Range  7,  Ralls 
County.  It  comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  of  well-improved  land,  'a  substantial 
and  commodious  residence  and  good  barns  be¬ 
ing  included  in  the  buildings  which  adorn  it.  It 
is  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  general  farming  and 
for  several  years  has  been  the  scene  of  the  suc¬ 
cessful  labors  of  its  owner. 

j\Ir.  Barr  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
January  27,  1847,  to  Robert  A.  and  Elizabeth 
(Crockett)  Barr,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
parents  met  and  were  married  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  where  Robert  A.  was  engaged  in  his  early 
life  in  operating  a  grist  mill.  Later,  however,  he 
became  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  that  State  and  was 
well  and  favorably  known  to  most  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  his  community.  His  death  occurred  in 
1872.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Barr  died  when  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  lad  of  five  years.  She  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  the  others  being  John  A.,  William  R.  and 
Hugh  A. 
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About  eighteen  years  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  again  married, 
the  lady  on  this  occasion  being  Miss  Elizabeth 
Kirkley,  of  this  county,  who  died  here  in  1872. 
To  them  were  born  seven  children,  namely:  N. 
Howard,  Robert  A.,  Valearia  J.,  Frank  D., 
George  E.,  Albert  M.,  and  Lilly  B.  Mr.  Barr  was 
a  third  time  married,  his  last  union  being  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Shumyer,  a  native  of  Indiana, 
with  whom  he  lived  until  his  decease.  One  son 
was  born  to  them,  Robert  O. 

Robert  A.  Barr  moved  to  the  State  of  Indiana 
before  the  death  of  our  subject’s  mother,  locating 
m  Hancock  County,  where  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Kirkley  was  celebrated  in  1868.  They  then 
came  to  Ralls  County,  this  State,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm.  This  tract  he  sold  some  years 
later  and  became  the  owner  of  a  good  estate  west 
of  Perry,  where  his  death  occurred. 

Hugh  A.,  of  this  sketch,  remained  at  home 
until  one  year  after  attaining  his  majority,  when 
he  began  for  himself  on  a  rented  tract  of  land  lo¬ 
cated  near  his  present  farm.  He  was  engaged  in 
its  operation  until  his  marriage,  in  1874,  to  Miss 
Louella  Alexander,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  Martin  Alexander,  whose  sketch  the 
reader  will  find  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Barr  moved  to  Han¬ 
cock  County,  Inch,  where  for  three  years  he  lived 
on  a  rented  farm.  At  the  end  of  that  time  we  find 
him  to  be  a  resident  of  Ralls  County,  also  rent¬ 
ing  land  there  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Octo¬ 
ber  27,  1880,  his  wife  died,  and  after  that  sad 
event  he  again  returned  to  the  Hoosier  State, 
settling  up  John  D.  Barr’s  estate,  after  which  he 
made  a  permanent  location  in  Missouri.  For 
a  time  thereafter  he  worked  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  earlier  years, 
and  after  spending  three  years  at  this  business 
purchased  his  present  farm,  containing  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-five  acres.  Of  this,  all  is  under 
advanced  cultivation,  with  the  exception  of  ten 
acres  which  is  still  in  timber. 

By  his  union  with  Miss  Alexander  our  subject 
became  the  parent  of  two  children:  Martin  L. 
and  William  R.,  the  latter  now  deceased.  De¬ 
cember  15,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen, 


daughter  of  Orrin  Wells,  a  native  of  Iowa.  For 
a  full  history  of  her  parents  we  refer  the  reader 
to  their  biography  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barr  are  members  in  ex¬ 
cellent  standing  of  the  Christian  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  the  principles  and  teach¬ 
ings  of  that  party  coinciding  with  his  views.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  community  and  is  a  generous  and  benevolent 
supporter  of  all  worthy  enterprises. 

S 


CHARLES  O.  JORDAN,  a  veteran  of  the 
late  Civil  War,  is  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  Warren 
Township,  Marion  County,  having  his  home  on 
Section  ii.  He  is  a  native  of  Alleghany  County, 
Va.,  his  birth  having  occurred  January  19,  1840, 
and  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  lived  in 
Missouri.  In  many  ways  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  development  of  this  region  and  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
general  welfare. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Edwin  and  Mary  J. 
(Paxton)  Jordan,  were  both  natives  of  Rock¬ 
bridge  County,  Va.,  and  by  a  strange  co-inci¬ 
dence  were  born  on  the  same  day,  November  29, 
1802.  The  father  died  in  December,  1864,  while 
the  mother  departed  this  life  December  2,  1856. 
Their  marriage  took  place  on  August  2,  1827,  in 
their  native  county,  and  the  following  children 
came  to  brighten  home:  John  F.,  born  January 
7,  1829,  died  November  27,  1871 ;  Hugh  P.,  born 
July  II,  1830,  is  engaged  in  the  cattle  business 
in  Texas;  Edwin  W.,  born  August  22,  1832,  is 
engaged  in  railroading  in  Virginia ;  Margaret  E., 
born  February  28,  1834,  married  Samuel  Cole¬ 
man,  a  railroad  man  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
departed  this  life  June  20,  1884;  Isabella  P.,  born 
April  23,  1838,  died  November  28,  1839;  Hannah 
E.,  born  May  i,  1839^  married  a  cousin,  J.  F.  Jor¬ 
dan,  and  both  she  and  her  husband  are  now  de¬ 
ceased;  our  subject  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Mary  L.,  born  January  ii,  1842,  is  the  widow  of 
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William  H.  Jordan,  and  a  resident  of  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Va. ;  Catherine  E.,  born  August  24,  1846, 
died  in  1853;  Thomas  M.,  born  April  ii,  1844, 
is  a  machinist  in  Rhode  Island;  Joseph  L.,  born 
April  22,  1848,  is  a  merchant  and  ranchman  of 
Brady,  Texas;  Georgie  A.,  born  March  14,  1851, 
died  September  10,  1853;  and  Howe  A.,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  4,  1852,  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Bal- 
cona  Falls,  Va.  The  father  of  these  children 
moved  to  Alleghany  County,  Va.,  in  1827,  and 
was  there  in  charge  of  an  iron  foundry  and  forge 
works  for  several  years.  He  was  also  interested 
in  a  farm  on  which  he  passed  his  last  years.  Po¬ 
litically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  though  he  never 
held  public  office  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  | 
his  community.  Both  he  and  his  faithful  wife  • 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  strove 
to  inculcate  high  moral  precepts  in  their  chil-  | 
dren. 

Charles  O.  Jordan  was  reared  on  his  father's 
homestead  until  reaching  his  majority  and  at¬ 
tended  the  old  fashioned  subscription  schools 
kept  in  a  log  cabin  of  the  most  primitive  design. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twenty-sev¬ 
enth  Virginia  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Thomas 
McAllister,  this  company  being  known  as  the 
Alleghany  Rifles.  After  the  battle  of  Manassas 
it  was  incorporated  into  an  artillery  company 
known  as  Carpenter’s  Battery  of  Stonewall’s  Bri¬ 
gade.  He  was  made  Second  Lieutenant  and 
served  as  such  until  the  termination  of  the  war. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  wounded  on  the  head, 
but  was  only  away  from  his  post  of  duty  a  week. 
For  three  years  after  his  army  life  he  lived  on 
the  old  Virginia  homestead,  but  in  1868  decided 
to  move  to  Missouri.  Settling  in  this  township 
he  continued  to  work  for  farmers  at  a  salary, 
some  ten  years,  but  in  the  meanwhile  was  granted 
several  tracts  of  land  which  he  cultivated  for 
himself.  The  farm  which  he  is  now  engaged  in 
operating  comprises  three  hundred  and  eighty 


acres,  and  was  formerly  the  property  of  his  wife’s 
father.  Dr.  Moses  iMcClintic.  The  latter  settled 
upon  the  land  just  forty  years  ago,  and  since  then 
it  has  never  passed  from  the  ownership  of  the 
family. 

October  2,  1878,  Mr.  Jordan  wedded  Alice 
Henry  McClintic,  who  was  born  in  Marion 
County,  January  5,  1850.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
;  tive  of  Bath  County,  Va.,  his  birth  having  oc¬ 
curred  February  18,  1806,  and  her  mother,  who 
was  a  Miss  Susan  Inskepp  before  her  marriage, 

1  was  born  in  Romney,  Hampshire  County,  Va., 

I  August  17,  1805.  This  worthy  couple  were  mar¬ 
ried  September  20,  1831,  in  Hampshire  County, 
Va.,  and  two  sons  and  four  daughters  were  the 
result  of  their  union.  John  L,  born  December 
25,  1833,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Audrain 
County,  Mo.,  and  William  S.,  born  October  2, 
1838,  is  farming  in  this  township.  Annie  C., 
whose  birth  occurred  on  Christmas  Day  of  1842, 
died  in  infancy  and  the  two  sisters,  Sarah  AI.  and 
Susan  V.,  born  September  4,  1848,  and  May  23, 
1845,  respectively,  live  on  the  old  homestead  with 
our  subject.  Dr.  McClintic  emigrated  from  Bath 
County,  Va.,  to  Marion  County,  in  October, 
1844,  and  for  eleven  years  lived  near  Palmyra, 
but  for  the  remaining  thirty-five  years  of  his  life, 
dwelt  on  the  old  homestead  where  our  subject 
now  lives.  His  death  occurred  October  i,  1890, 
and  that  of  his  wife  took  place  June  25,  1883. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jordan  have  two  daughters, 
namely:  ]\Iary  L.,  born  October  ii,  1879,  and 
Anna  M.,  who  was  born  November  22,  1884. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  are  active  in  its  various  departments 
of  usefulness.  On  questions  of  political  im¬ 
portance  Mr.  Jordan  is  always  to  be  found  ad¬ 
vocating  the  measures  of  the  Democracy.  He  is 
honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow-men  and  is  sincerely  respected  by  his 
neighbors. 
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WILLIS  GREEN 


WILLIS  GREEN,  now  deceased,  was 
formerly  one  of  the  most  substantial 
residents  of  Pike  County,  in  which  sec¬ 
tion  he  was  born  March  30,  1834.  He  was  a  prac¬ 
tical  agriculturist,  having  received  thorough 
training  in  that  industry,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  in  1856,  made  his  first  purchase  of  land. 
This  tract  consi.sted  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he 
added  as  the  years  passed  by  until  at  his  death  he 
left  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and  tw'enty  acres, 
embracing  some  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  the 
county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  D. 
and  Elizabeth  (Stanford)  Green,  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  They  left  the  Blue  Grass  region  many 
years  ago,  and  when  crossing  the  line  into  jMis- 
souri  were  among  its  first  settlers.  They  were 
farmers  and  became  people  of  prominence  in  this 
locality. 

Willis  Green  lived  at  home  until  ready  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  home  of  his  own.  He  had  been  fairly  well 
educated  and  was  successful  in  almost  all  of  his 
farming  ventures.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  A.  Moore,  was  born  in  Indian  Town¬ 
ship,  Pike  County,  this  State,  August  2,  1834. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Merriman  and  Parmelia 
E.  (Farmer)  Moore.  Her  father  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  in  1797  and  died  in  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  in  1862.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Nancy  (Whaley)  Moore,  also  born  in  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion,  w’here  Thomas  died.  His  wife,  however, 
came  to  Missouri  in  1818  and  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  her  life  in  this  township.  To  them  were 
born  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  four  daughters,  as 
follows:  James,  Levy,  Whaley,  Vincent,  Thomas, 
Merriman,  Jerry  M.,  Matthew,  Mary,  Mrs. 
Ownes;  Ella,  Mrs.  Hawkw'ood;  Sarah,  IMrs. 
Haines;  Anna,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 


The  father  of  our  subject  accompanied  his 
mother  on  her  removal  to  this  Western  State, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  tire  work  of  the 
estate  being  carried  on  by  means  of  slave  labor. 
He  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  town¬ 
ship,  and  was  well  known  and  highly  regarded  for 
his  upright  manner  of  life.  Parmelia  E.  (Farmer) 
Moore  was  a  native  of  Pittsylvania  County,  Va., 
having  been  born  there  February  2,  1813.  She 
died  November  8,  1879.  Her  parents  were  Alar- 
tin  and  Elizabeth  (Ackles)  Farmer,  also  natives 
of  the  above  State  and  county,  where  they  passed 
all  their  lives.  They  were  extensive  farmers  of 
that  locality  and  people  of  prominence  and  wealth. 
To  them  were  born  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah,  Lucy,  Roddie,  Alary,  John,  William, 
James,  Aloses,  Parmelia  and  Nancy. 

The  parents  of  Airs.  Green  were  married  in  this 
county  in  1831.  To  them  were  born  five  children: 
Osborne  J.,  born  in  1832,  died  while  a  soldier  in 
the  Civil  War,  in  1862;  Alary  A.  married  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Austin  G.,  born  in  1836,  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising  in  Audrain  County,  AIo.; 
Ozias  O.,  born  in  1840,  is  a  shoe  merchant  at 
Aloberly,  Randolph  County,  this  State,  and  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family  died  in  infancy. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  James  Tombs, 
a  farmer  of  prominence  in  Cuivre  Township,  this 
county;  George  is  engaged  in  farming  in  this 
township;  Alartha  is  now  Airs.  John  Kerr  and  is 
living  on  a  farm  in  California  ;  Willis  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  memoir;  Wesley  is  an  agriculturist  of 
this  county;  Duff  is  a  retired  merchant  living  in 
Louisiana,  AIo.;  William  is  a  citizen  of  California; 
'  Jolin  is  farming  in  Alontgomery  County,  AIo.; 
Samuel  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
I  Olney,  Lincoln  County,  this  State;  Alatilda,  now 
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deceased,  married  Thomas  Jones,  who  now 
makes  his  home  in  California. 

Willis  and  Mary  A.  Green  located  upon  the  fine 
estate  which  the  latter  is  now  occupying,  in  1862. 
It  is  the  old  homestead  of  INIrs.  Green,  which  they 
purchased  from  the  other  heirs  six  years  after 
taking  possession  of  it.  i\Irs.  Green  is  a  member 
in  excellent  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  Green  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles.  Mrs.  Green  is  a  very 
pleasant  and  worthy  lady  and  numbers  the  best 
people  of  the  county  among  her  friends.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband,  which  occurred  March 
20,  1891,  she  has  superintended  the  operation  of 
her  farm  in  a  most  praiseworthy  and  businesslike 
manner.  As  before  stated,  her  parents  were  pio¬ 
neers  of  Pike  County,  her  father  being  a  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Hard-Shell  Baptist  Church,  filling  the 
pulpit  for  m.any  years  in  connection  with  his  labors 
as  a  farmer. 


OHN  W.  SPENCER.  One  of  the  men  in 
this  part  of  Ralls  County  who  can  look  with 
pride  on  an  honest  and  industrious  past, 
which  has  been  crowned  with  success,  is  the 
owner  of  the  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
fertile  land  situated  on  Section  22,  Perry  Town¬ 
ship.  This  property  is  beautifully  located  near 
the  village  of  Perry  and  is  one  of  the  best  man¬ 
aged  in  the  county.  Mr.  Spencer  also  deserves 
mention  as  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  he  is  now  in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  hale 
and  hearty.  - 

A  native  of  Ohio,  our  subject  was  born  in  But¬ 
ler  County,  October  10,  1810.  His  father  was 
Anderson  and  his  mother  Mary  (Bentley)  Spen¬ 
cer,  natives  of  Kentucky,  whence  they  removed 
in  an  early  day  to  Ohio  and  became  pioneers  of 
Butler  County.  Later  they  moved  to  the  City 
of  Hamilton,  that  county,  where  our  subject's 
birth  occurred.  The  father  was  a  hatter  by  trade 
and  in  the  latter  city  owned  the  largest  factory  in 
that  part  of  the  State.  He  made  that  section  his 
home  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1812, 


his  wife  surviving  him  several  years,  and  passing 
away  in  1820. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
four  children,  of  whom  Hannah,  Nancy  and  Ellen 
are  deceased.  After  the  demise  of  his  parents 
John  W.,  of  this  history,  went  to  live  with  a 
friend,  John  D.  Garrison,  of  Hamilton,  and  was 
afterward  apprenticed  to  learn  the  tailor’s  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  seven  years  for  this  gen¬ 
tleman.  He  then  traveled  as  a  journeyman  at  his 
trade  through  the  county  and  afterward  located 
in  Gallatin  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  employed 
for  three  years. 

In  the  year  1831  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Delia  Fall,  who  \Yas  born  in 
Kentucky,  July  2,  1810,  and  who  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Fall.  Soon  after  his  union  he 
moved  to  Gallatin  County,  Ky.,  and  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  for  two  years,  when,  thinking 
farming  to  be  a  more  profitable  business,  he 
abandoned  tailoring  in  order  to  give  his  undi¬ 
vided  attention  to  that  industry.  In  1836  he 
started  for  Missouri,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Cincinnati  County,  this  State,  on  which 
he  farmed  for  eight  years.  He  sold  out  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  near  Center,  Ralls  County,  which  he 
occupied  for  a  qi^arter  of  a  century.  In  1867  he 
disposed  *of  the  land  by  sale  and  moved  upon 
his  present  estate,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
beautifully  located  in  the  community.  It  contains, 
as  stated  above,  two  hundred  acres,  on  which  Mr. 
Spencer  has  made  first-class  improvements,  it 
being  his  desire  and  ambition  to  own  a  property 
second  to  none  in  the  count3^  On  this  place  his 
wife,  who  had  been  his  companion  for  so  many 
years,  died,  the  date  thereof  being  August  15, 
1892. 

To  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  there 
were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  Charles  died 
in  infancy;  Belle  was  born  February  14,  1835; 
she  married  William  Ellis,  and  both  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  with  our  subject;  Angeline  married  Clinton 
IMcGrew,  and  since  his  decease  she  has  lived  in 
Macon  County;  Susan  married  Samuel  North, 
and  they  make  their  home  in  Monroe  City;  IMary 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Julia  became  the 
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wife  of  George  W.  Judy,  and  their  home  is  in 
this  township;  Anderson  married  Miss  Bettie 
Griffin,  and  resides  in  California. 

Politically,  Mr.  Spencer  is  a  strong  Democrat 
and  has  always  voted  that  ticket,  although  never 
aspiring  to  official  positions.  In  religious  af¬ 
fairs  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  his  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  are 
duly  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  ac¬ 
cord  him  his  just  measure  of  respect.  He  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  substantial  residents  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  his  example  as  a  man  of  energy,  in¬ 
dustry  and  business  ability  may  be  emulated  to 
advantage. 


JAMES  M.  COLLINS,  proprietor  of  the  Col¬ 
lins  House  at  Clarksville,  is  an  able  and  effi¬ 
cient  manager,  and  has  made  his  hotel  a 
veritable  symbol  of  all  that  constitutes  the  com¬ 
fort  and  pleasure  of  his  guests.  Mr.  Collins  was 
born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  near  Dayton, 
March  6,  1851.  His  parents  were  Augustus  and 
Hannah  R.  (Duke)  Collins,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  was  born  March  22, 
1821.  in  Montgomery  County,  Va.  When  he  was 
two  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Giles 
County,  the  same  State,  and  there  he  remained 
until  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  when,  with  the  rest 
of  the  family,  he  became  a  resident  of  Cable 
County,  W.  Va. 

In  the  year  1848  Augustus  Collins  emigrated 
to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  his  son  James  was 
born.  Five  years  later  we  find  him  en  route  for 
this  State  and  locating  at  once  in  Lincoln  County, 
he  made  that  section  his  home  for  eight  years.  At 
that  time  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  where  were  centered  his  business 
intere.sts  until  October  7,  1864,  the  date  of  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  Pike  County.  He  made  his  home  within 
a  mile  of  Clarksville,  where  he  has  resided  ever 
since. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was  Charles 
A.  Collins,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  lived  in  Giles  County  until  1835, 


when,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  he  removed 
to  Cable  County,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1862.  On  his  mother’s  side,  our  subject’s  grand¬ 
father  was  James  Duke,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  also  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  In  1835  he  removed 
to  the  Old  Dominion,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1866,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Pike 
County,  Mo.  Here  his  death  occurred  in  the 
year  1868. 

The  six  children  comprised  in  the  household 
of  Augustus  and  Hannah  R.  Collins  wAre  Julius 
W.,  carpenter,  now  farming  in  Clarksville;  Mar¬ 
garet,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  William 
Chapman,  also  a  resident  of  Clarksville;  Charles 
A.,  deceased:  James  i\I.,  of  this  sketch,  and  Vlary 
A.  F.,  also  deceased.  James  M.  was  only  two  years 
of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Vlissouri,  hence 
he  WAS  educated  in  the  district  Schools  of  Pike 
County.  When  attaining  his  fourteenth  year  he 
entered  the  blacksmith  shop  of  J.  C.  Johnson  in 
order  to  learn  the  business,  and  was  instructed  in 
the  trade  by  the  foreman,  Thomas  Nicholson,  a 
good  w'orkman. 

Not  finding  the  blacksmith’s  trade  to  be  con¬ 
genial  employment,  Mr.  Collins  abandoned  it  in 
1872  and,  in  company  with  his  mother,  estab¬ 
lished  an  hotel  in  Clarksville.  This  partnership 
existed  until  1881,  when  Mr.  Collins  became  the 
sole  proprietor  and  continued  for  himself  until 
1884.  That  year  he  entered  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness,  also  in  Clarksville,  which  business  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Hannibal  a  year  later.  Mr.  Collins  took 
up  his  residence  in  that  city  and  lived  there  for 
three  years.  In  1888  he  returned  to  Clarksville 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  for  the  ensuing  year. 
In  1889  he  w'ent  to  St.  Louis,  having  accepted  a 
position  with  the  St.  James  Hotel.  In  the  fall  of 
1889  we  find  him  en  route  for  Nevada,  Mo.,  where 
he  took  charge  of  the  Rockwood  House,  wdiich 
hotel  he  conducted  for  three  years. 

iXfay  10,  1892,  Air.  Collins  bought  a  two-thirds 
interest  in  the  Carroll  House  of  Clarksville  and 
changed  its  name  to  the  Collins  House,  wdiich  he 
is  now  conducting.  The  establishment  is  fur¬ 
nished  in  a  tasteful  manner,  well  suited  to  the 
needs  of  his  patrons,  and  his  tables  are  always 
spread  with  the  delicacies  of  the  season.  His 
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rates  are  reasonable  and  he  is  an  attentive  and 
courteous  host. 

j\Ir.  Collins  was  married  January  19,  1881,  to 
Leonora  E.  Drake,  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and 
Lucinda  D.  (Denny)  Drake.  i\Irs.  Collins  is  a 
native  of  Pike  County,  and  was  born  in  February, 
1862.  They  have  one  child,  Leah,  born  Decewi- 
ber  7,  1890.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Clarks¬ 
ville  Lodge  No.  17,  A.  F.  and  A.  ]\I.,  and  with 
his  good  wife  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church. 


JOHN  M.  ROBERTS.  Among  the  well- 
known  and  representative  farmers  of  Pike 
County  is  this  leading  agriculturist,  to 
whom  we  are  glad  to  accord  a  prominent  place  in 
the  history  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  section.  He 
owns  a  well-improved  homestead  on  Section  23, 
Township  54,  Range  2,  which  he  conducts  in  a 
thoroughly  practical  and  progressive  manner.  He 
has  been  the  owner  of  the  estate  only  four  years, 
but  during  that  brief  time  has  greatly  increased 
its  value  by  judicious  investments. 

The  fourth  of  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to 
Kirtley  and  Jane  (Reading)  Roberts,  our  subject 
was  born  in  Marion  County,  ]\Io.,  June  2,  1845. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  came  to  IMis- 
souri  in  early  manhood,  settling  in  jMarion 
County,  on  a  farm  which  he  cultivated  till  1854. 
He  was,  however,  for  a  time  a  resident  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  and  two  years  prior  to  his  death 
moved  to  Callaway  County.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  public  spirit  and  shortly  after  locating  in 
iMarion  County  was  elected  to  be  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  until  he  left  the  county.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Reading,  was  a 
cabinet-maker  and  carpenter  by  occupation.  He 
emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  IMissouri  at  an 
early  day  and  lived  to  be  over  seventy  years 
of  age. 

J.  M.  Roberts,  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father, 
was  early  thrown  upon  the  world  to  fight  the  battle 
of  life,  and  left  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of 


thirteen  years,  taking  up  his  residence  with  his 
uncle,  Elliott  Roberts,  whose  home  he  made  his 
headquarters  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old. 
For  some  years  he  worked  for  neighboring 
farmers  at  a  fixed  salary',  and  at  length  rented  a 
farm,  which  he  managed  until  a  few  years  ago. 
He  is  interested  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  public 
welfare  and  uses  his  ballot  in  favor  of  Democratic 
candidates.  He  is  kind  and  genial  by  nature  and 
his  courteous  manner  wins  for  him  friends  wher¬ 
ever  he  goes. 

October  25,  1883,  IMr.  Roberts  married  Mattie 
B.  Irby,  whose  father,  John  Irby,  is  an  honored 
old  resident  of  this  county,  having  come  here 
from  Tennessee  prior  to  the  war.  Mrs.  Roberts 
is  a  lady  possessing  many  personal  and  intellec¬ 
tual  charms,  and  presides  over  her  husband's 
household  with  rare  tact.  ]Mr.  and  jMrs.  Roberts 
have  one  child,  Nellie  G.,  a  bright  little  girl  of 
some  nine  years. 


JOHN  IMASTON.  Among  the  wealthy  and 
influential  agriculturists  of  Warren  Town¬ 
ship,  and  indeed  of  IMarion  County,  is  the 
gentleman  above  mentioned,  whose  home  is  on 
Section  3,  and  who  is  a  native  of  Kentucky.  His 
land  is  rich  and  productive,  and  each  year  abund¬ 
ant  harv^ests  are  reaped  therefrom,  which  yield  to 
the  fortunate  possessor  a  large  and  increasing  in¬ 
come.  For  over  forty  years  he  has  made  his  home 
within  the  limits  of  this  county,  and  has  been 
identified  with  its  development.  He  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  retired  and  enjoying  to  the  fullest  extent  the 
result  of  his  earlier  labors. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  January  8, 
1822.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Wright)  IMaston,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  \^irginia.  After  emigrating  to  the  Blue 
Grass  State  he  was  waylaid  and  killed  in  1821, 
just  three  months  prior  to  the  birth  of  John.  His 
wife,  who  was  also  a  Virginian,  died  in  1849, 
the  age  of  forty  years.  She  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  those  besides  our  subject  being 
Polly,  Sallie,  James,  Jefferson  and  Martha.  The 
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father  was  fairly  well-educated  in  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion,  and  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  De¬ 
cember  23,  1846,  to  Miss  Emily  N.  Carman,  who 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  September  3,  1827,  and 
departed  this  life  January  9,  1869.  The  following 
record  is  given  of  their  children :  Alice  J.  was  born 
August  25,  1847;  she  died  July  4,  1849;  Laura  J. 
was  born  August  20,  1849,  died  September 
25,  1880;  she  was  at  that  time  the  wife  of  W.  H. 
Dinwiddie,  who  is  also  deceased.  Josephine  was 
born  July  24,  1854,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  H. 
Hibbert,  a  farmer  of  this  township.  Eudora  and 
Eugene,  twins,  were  born  May  2,  1857;  the  for¬ 
mer  is  the  wife  of  M.  Lear,  a  farmer  of  Monroe 
County,  Mo.,  and  Eugene  is  an  agriculturist  cd 
this  county.  William  S.  was  born  August  15, 
i860,  and  died  while  in  Mexico.  Emily  A.  was 
born  June  9,  1863;  she  is  now  Mrs.  William  Gar¬ 
ret  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Monroe  County,  Mo. 
John  L.  was  born  March  5,  1867,  and  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Marion  County. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married, 
April  3,  1872,  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Coons)  Will- 
ian,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Eayette  County, 
Ky.,  December  19,  1832.  She  was  the  widow  of 
Jacob  Willian,  who  died  in  May,  1868.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Nelson)  Coons, 
also  natives  of  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  whence  they 
came  to  Missouri  in  the  fall  of  1841,  the  father  hav¬ 
ing  made  three  trips  to  this  State  before  finding 
a  suitable  location.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Mary,  the  wife  of  L.  Mays, 
lives  at  Palmyra;  Dr.  James  N.  is  practicing  medi¬ 
cine  in  that  city;  Elizabeth  C.  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Georgie  A.,  Martha  L.  and  William  M. 
are  deceased;  Sarah  married  D.  Young,  a  farmer 
of  California;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  A.  Hurst,  a 
farmer  of  this  county,  and  Robert  H.  is  engaged 
in  the  butcher  business  at  Hannibal. 

Our  subject  was  adopted  by  Charles  M.  Asher, 
of  Scott  County,  Ky.,  when  four  years  of  age.  He 
was  reared  in  his  family  as  one  of  his  children, 
and  with  him  came  to  Missouri,  settling  in  Ralls 
County.  He  was  trained  to  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  farm  work,  and  in  1851,  after  having 
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made  a  trip  to  California  on  a  mining  venture, 
came  to  Marion  County,  where  he  rented  and 
operated  a  tract  of  land  for  three  years.  This  he 
sold  in  1865,  and  became  the  possessor  of  his 
present  fine  estate,  on  which  he  has  resided  since 
that  time,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent 
in  Monroe  City.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  in 
his  community  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
by  his  neighbors  for  his  uniform  uprightness  and 
integrity  of  word  and  deed.  In  politics  he  has 
always  voted  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  with 
the  exception  of  casting  a  ballot  in  favor  of  a  Re¬ 
publican  School  Director.  Like  a  true  citizen  and 
patriot  he  takes  an  interest  in  everything  which 
affects  the  good  of  his  country  and  neighborhood. 
Although  never  an  aspirant  for  office,  his  friends 
have  recognized  his  efficiency  for  public  life  and 
elected  him  to  the  position  of  Road  Overseer  and 
School  Director.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  same.  Together  with  his  wife,  he  extends  a 
gracious  hospitality  to  his  many  friends,  who 
delight  to  meet  in  their  pleasant  home. 


JUDGE  ADAM  C.  HELTON,  who  lives  on 
Section  2,  Miller  Township,  Marion 
County,  has  been  engaged  in  many  enter¬ 
prises  during  his  active  career,  but  for  the  main 
part  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has 
raised  stock  extensively  for  the  market  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  largely  engaged  in  buying 
cattle  for  packing  houses  in  this  vicinity.  He  has 
also  been  very  successful  in  real  estate  ventures, 
having  sold  and  bought  a  number  of  farms  in 
Illinois  and  Missouri  and  has  purcliased  and  im¬ 
proved  property  at  Hannibal  and  at  other  points. 
He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Farmers 
and  Merchants’  Bank  of  Monroe  City,  Mo.,  and 
owns  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank  and  the 
German-American  Bank  of  Hannibal,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  original  incorporators.  He  is  very 
prominent  in  his  community,  yet  his  busy  life  has 
kept  him  out  of  politics.  In  spite  of  his  own  in- 
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clinations,  however,  lie  has  sometimes  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  serve  as  School  Trustee,  Road  Overseer, 
etc.,  and  in  1891  was  elected  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Marion  County, 
and  was  reelected  in  1893. 

The  Judge’s  grandfather,  Arnold  Helton,  was 
born  in  Germany  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  about  1790,  settling  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 
At  the  same  time  that  he  crossed  the  ocean  among 
his  fellow  passengers  were  James  Robinson  and 
family,  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Robinson  was  intended 
by  his  parents  to  enter  the  Catholic  priesthood, 
but  disappointed  their  expectations,  and  after  his 
arrival  in  the  United  States  his  family  became 
identified  to  some  extent  with  the  Heltons.  They 
purchased  extensive  plantations  in  the  same 
neighborhood  and,  following  the  usual  custom, 
kept  slaves  for  operating  the  land.  Several  years 
later  the  two  families  removed  to  Shelby  County, 
Ky.,  and  three  years  afterward  moved  to  Law¬ 
rence  County,  Ind.,  where  they  preempted  land. 
Arnold  Helton  was  married  in  Germany  to  Cath¬ 
erine  Erwine,  and  became  the  father  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Adam,  James,  Andrew,  Ab¬ 
salom,  Sallie,  Elizabeth,  Catherine  and  John. 

John  Helton,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1797,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  was  married 
in  1819  to  Nancy,  daughter  of  James  Robinson. 
The  voung  couple  moved  with  the  two  families 
of  which  they  were  representatives  from  State  to 
State,  and  in  Indiana  John  Helton  preempted 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Government 
land.  Entering  into  partnership  with  his  brother 
Andrew  he  built  a  store  and  carried  a  general  line 
of  merchandise,  also  putting  up  a  grist  and  card¬ 
ing  mill  and  had  a  tan-yard  in  the  town  of  Helton- 
ville,  named  in  honor  of  their  father,  Arnold  Hel-  j 
ton.  For  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1844,  he  was  identified  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  His  two  eldest  children,  Louisa, 
who  married  James  Pennington,  and  John,  -are 
residents  of  Monroe  County,  Ind.;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  R.  A.  Fulk,  of  Bloomington,  Ind.;  Han¬ 
nah  married  Columbus  Christnan,  of  Monroe 
County,  and  Catherine,  ^Irs.  ^lichae!  Deckard, 
is  also  a  resident  of  that  county.  Mr.  Eulk  has 
represented  his  district  for  two  terms  in  the  Lower 


House  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  has  served 
for  two  terms  in  the  Senate. 

I  Adam  C.  Helton  was  born  April  15,  1833,  in 
I  Lawrence  County,  Inch,  and  received  such  edu- 
i  cation  as  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded.  He 
i  had  arranged  his  plans  to  pursue  more  advanced 
studies,  but  on  account  of  his  father's  death  gave 
them  up.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  been  of  much 
assistance  to  his  father,  and  then  engaged  in 
work  for  his  uncle,  with  whom  he  was  connected 
in  a  business  way  until  1849.  About  this  time  he 
set  out  to  make  his  fortune,  and  went  to  Marion 
County,  where  for  four  years  he  was  employed  in 
farm  labor  or  in  whatever  he  could  find  to  do 
whereby  he  might  gain  an  honest  living.  In  1856 
he  pu chased  forty  acres  of  land,  on  which  now 
stands  Helton,  a  station  on  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  R  R., 
named  in  his  honor.  He  had  carefully  saved  his 
money  and  had  previously  conducted  a  farm  on 
shares  for  a  short  time.  By  good  management  he 
increased  his  possessions  and  invested  in  addi¬ 
tional  tracts  of  land.  In  1863  he  purchased  a 
sawmill  and  turned  his  attention  to  sawing  lum¬ 
ber  from  the  abundance  of  fine  hardwood  timber 
which  was  on  his  farm.  He  obtained  contracts 
from  the  H.  &  St.  J.,  then  a  new  railroad,  and 
found  the  business  quite  profitable.  During  the 
six  years  which  he  devoted  to  this  business  he 
bought  up  much  of  the  timber  land  in  the  vicinity, 
and  finally  disposed  of  his  mill.  For  the  past 
twelve  years,  in  partnership  with  J.  Logan,  he  has 
conducted  an  ice  establishment,  cutting  and  ship¬ 
ping  annually  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
carloads,  and  having  a  storage  building  with  a 
capacity  of  twelve  hundred  tons,  situated  at  Bay 
de  Charles.  In  1883  he  opened  a  grocery  store 
in  Hannibal,  this  being  now  conducted  by  his 
son-in-law,  J.  J.  ^McDonald.  At  the  present  time 
he  owns  seventeen  hundred  acres  of  very  desir¬ 
able  farm  land  and  still  carries  out  his  life-long 
principle  of  independence,  supplying  as  far  as  is 
practicable  his  own  needs  from  his  farm,  and  saw¬ 
ing  from  his  own  timber  all  of  the  lumber  used 
for  building  and  fencing  purposes  on  his  home¬ 
stead.  He  also  has  a  threshing  machine  and  a 
mill  used  in  threshing  and  grinding  the  grain 
raised  on  the  olace. 
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February  8,  1854,  Judge  Helton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Julia 
(Howe)  Clark.  They  have  had  five  children,  a 
son  and  four  daughters,  who  are  named  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Laura,  Mrs.  J.  J.  McDonald  of  Hannibal; 
Julia,  wife  of  W.  E.  Sherman,  of  Monroe  City, 
Mo.;  Lulu,  wife  of  Price  Griffith,  also  of  Monroe 
City;  Dollie  B.,  Mrs.  Thomas  Arnold,  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  and  Virgil,  who  is  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Hannibal.  For  twenty  years  the  Judge  has 
been  a  consistent  church  member,  and  though 
formerly  connected  with  the  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nation  is  now  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Helton  witnessed  the 
execution  of  ten  citizens  of  Palmyra,  who  were 
shot  by  order  of  Gen.  McNeal  on  account  of 
their  supposed  connection  with  the  killing  of 
Andrew  Alsman,  who  mysteriously  disappeared, 
and  it  is  thought  was  made  away  with  by  Con¬ 
federate  soldiers.  Since  1861,  the  Judge  has  been 
identified  with  the  Masonic  Order  and  has  taken 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  He  is  noted  for  his 
uniform  kindness  to  those  less  fortunate  than 
himself  and  has  helped  many  a  poor  person  to  a 
better  position  in  life.  In  his  history  is  presented 
a  worthy  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  individual  effort  and  industry  when  intelli¬ 
gently  applied  to  the  problems  which  confront  a 
young  man  who  has  his  own  way  to  make  in  the 
world. 


JOHN  K.  HEATH  is  one  of  the  native  sons 
of  Marion  County,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Warren  Township,  on  Section  9,  No¬ 
vember  21,  1839.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  here  and  his  well-con¬ 
ducted  and  finelytimproved  farm  is  situated  on 
Section  8  and  is  well-adapted  for  general  agricul¬ 
ture. 

Mr.  Heath  is  the  son  of  Richard  F.  and  Rachel 
(Kincaid)  Heath,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky.  The  father  was  born  in  Locust 
Grove,  Prince  William  County,  December  21, 
1804,  and  died  June  18,  1846.  Mrs.  Heath’s  birth 


occurred  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  September  i, 
1801,  and  she  departed  this  life  in  November, 
1855.  Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  John  K.,  of  this  sketch;  Betsey  A.,  born 
May  2,  1841,  deceased,  and  Samuel  F.,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  13,  1843,  engaged  in  farming  and 

stock-raising  in  Texas. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  deprived  of  the 
care  of  his  father  when  a  lad  of  seven  years.  He 
continued  to  make  his  home  with  his  mother  until 
her  decease,  when  he  was  taken  into  the  house¬ 
hold  of  his  maternal  uncle,  Jim  D.  Kincaid.  He 
attended  the  subscription  school  for  some  time, 
and  when  ready  to  commence  life  for  himself 
worked  at  various  things  until  1859,  when  he  was 
possessed  of  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  enable 
him  to  become  the  owner  of  land.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the 
same  on  which  he  is  at  present  residing,  and 
which  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  It  was  at 
that  time  covered  with  brush  and  required  much 
hard  work  on  his  part  to  clear  it  and  prepare  the 
soil  for  cultivation.  In  addition  to  raising  the 
usual  amount  of  cereals,  he  gives  considerable 
attention  to  breeding  stock,  having  on  his  farm 
now  eight  head  of  Durham  cattle,  fifty  head  of 
sheep,  and  over  fifty  head  of  hogs. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
March,  1863,  was  Mrs.  Mildred  (Hilleary)  Tulley, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Fauquier  County,  Va., 
in  1820.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Keith)  Hilleary,  who  are  mentioned  in  the 
sketch  of  her  brother,  William  C.,  a  subscriber  to 
this  work.  Richard  F.,  their  only  son,  is  now 
clerking  in  a  grocery  store  in  Monroe  City.  Mrs. 
Heath  was  formerly  married  to  Joshua  Tulley, 
who  died,  leaving  her  with  one  son,  William,  a 
farmer  of  this  county. 

Richard  F.  Heath,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
came  to  this  State  from  Virginia  and  was  among 
the  earliest  to  locate  in  this  section.  He  was  a 
man  of  patriotic  and  public  spirit,  and  aided 
greatly  in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  his 
portion  of  the  county. 

Religiously  IMrs.  Heath  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  her  husband,  although  not  connected  with 
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any  organization  of  a  religious  character,  gives 
liberally  toward  the  support  of  all.  He  cast  his 
first  vote  for  a  Democratic  President,  and  since 
that  time  has  supported  that  party,  men  and 
measures.  He  has  never  desired  to  hold  office 
and  has  steadily  refrained  from  accepting  such 
honor. 


JOHN  R.  QUINN,  whose  home  is  on  Sec¬ 
tion  7,  Township  54,  Range  6,  Ralls 
County,  is  one  of  our  representative  and 
self-made  men.  In  his  youth  he  left  home  with 
but  thirty  cents  in  his  pocket  and  started  out  to 
concjuer,  if  he  might,  in  life’s  battles.  By  indus¬ 
trious  perseverance  he  has  come  out  victor  and 
now  enjoys  the  respect  and  high  regard  of  all 
who  know  his  history. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  on  the  old  Quinn  homestead  on 
Section  10,  Township  53,  Range  7,  August  20, 
1849.  His  father,  James  Quinn,  was  born  in 
County  Down,  Ireland,  and  when  young  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  his  parents,  settling  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Then  go¬ 
ing  to  Scott  County,  Ky.,  he  there  married  ]\Iiss 
Nancy  Clifford,  a  native  of  that  locality,  and  a 
year  or  two  later  the  young  couple  came  to  Ralls 
County,  settling  on  the  farm  where  their  son 
John  was  born.  IMr.  Quinn  purchased  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  and  unimproved 
land,  which  he  cleared  and  developed.  His  death 
occurred  on  this  place  in  the  spring  of  1876;  his 
wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land,  dying 
some  ten  years  before.  Their  family  numbered 
nine  children,  namely;  Arthur,  James,  IMar}', 
Catherine,  John,  Frank,  Hugh,  ^lartha,  and 
Henry.  The  only  ones  who  survive  are  Mary, 
John,  Hugh,  and  Henry. 

Our  subject  received  a  common  school  edu¬ 
cation  and  wdien  in  his  eighteenth  year  left  home, 
going  to  Clay  County,  IMo.,  where  he  worked  on 
a  farm  for  tw'O  years.  In  this  Avay  he  made  a 
start,  and,  being  careful  of  his  earnings,  on  com¬ 
ing  back  to  this  county,  rented  a  farm  near  his 


present  homestead  for  two  years.  Februarj’  14, 
1872,  he  wedded  ^Martha  Gatson,  who  was  born 
in  Ralls  County,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  C. 
and  Alelinda  F.  Gatson,  early  settlers  of  IMonroe 
County,  this  State,  and  later  of  this  section, 
where  they  passed  their  last  years.  ISIr.  and 
IMrs.  Quinn  began  housekeeping  on  the  farm 
formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Gatson,  near  Perry.  Aid¬ 
ed  by  his  estimable  wife,  our  subject  found  him¬ 
self  in  a  position,  when  two  years  had  elapsed,  to 
buy  out  the  other  heirs  of  the  old  Quinn  farm, 
which  comprised  a  quarter  section  of  land.  After¬ 
ward  he  added  another  tract  of  one  hundred 
acres,  and,  later  still,  another  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  thus  making  his  present  farm  one 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  While  corn 
and  wheat  are  the  principal  staples  raised  on  this 
fertile  and  productive  farm,  IMr.  Quinn  also  de¬ 
votes  some  attention  to  raising  cattle,  hogs  and 
sheep,  from  which  source  he  derives  a  good  in¬ 
come. 

By  their  marriage  ^Ir.  and  Airs.  Quinn  became 
the  parents  of  two  daughters,  the  elder  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  the  other.  Alary,  lives  with  her 
parents.  They  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  regular  attendants  at  St.  Paul’s 
Chapel.  Politically  Air.  Quinn  uses  his  right  of 
franchise  on  behalf  of  Republican  candidates  and 
party  principles,  and  has  always  voted  in  this 
manner. 


THOAIAS  O’CONNOR  is  a  self-made  man 
and  a  prominent  farmer  of  Ralls  County. 
He  is  now  living  on  Section  13,  Town¬ 
ship  54,  Range  7,  which  he  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  productive  estates  in  this  sec¬ 
tion.  Air.  O’Connor,  as  his  name  indicates,  is  a 
native  of  Ireland,  having  been  born  in  County 
Cork,  November  17,  1830. 

Jerry  and  Alary  (Alurphy)  O’Connor,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  qur  subject,  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
where  they  were  well-to-do  farmers.  They  made 
their  home  in  that  countr}'  until  1846,  when  the 
father  determined  to  come  to  America.  Accord- 
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ingly  he  engaged  passage  on  a  vessel  for  his  wife 
and  children,  and  was  landed  several  weeks  later 
in  the  harbor  at  New  York.  He  then  went  to 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  about  1867.  There  Mrs.  O’Connor 
also  departed  this  life,  when  about  seventy  years 
of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
bearing  the  respective  names  of  Mary,  Johanna, 
Elizabeth,  Margaret,  John,  Thomas,  Daniel,  and 
James,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Emerald 
Isle  and  there  .given  a  very  fair  education. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  when  a  lad  of  sev¬ 
enteen  years,  started  for  America,  accompanied 
by  his  brother  John  and  sister  Johanna.  They 
crossed  the  Atlantic  on  the  ship  “J.  Z.,”  and  were 
five  weeks  and  three  days  in  making  the  trip. 
On  arriving  in  New  York,  they  made  their  way 
to  Martinsburg,  Va.,  where  they  found  work  and 
remained  for  about  two  years,  when  our  subject 
and  John  went  to  Allegheny  County,  Pa. 
Thomas  was  employed  in  a  warehouse  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  until  1857. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  joined  in 
marriage  in  1854,  was  Miss  Mary  Elanagan,  also 
a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  alone 
the  same  year  in  which  her  husband  emigrated 
hither.  Her  parents  both  died  in  the  Old  Coun¬ 
try.  Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  was  in¬ 
duced  to  come  to  Ralls  County  by  a  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham,  who  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  this  town¬ 
ship  and  for  whom  he  worked  one  year.  Eor 
seven  years  thereafter  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a 
Mr.  Muldrow,  after  which  he  worked  for  differ¬ 
ent  farmers  until  about  1873,  when  he  purchased 
sixty  acres  of  his  present  estate.  He  was  very 
prosperous  in  its  management  and  was  afterward 
enabled  to  add  sixty  acres  more,  so  that  now  his 
possessions  number  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  including  some  of  the  most  productive  land 
in  the  township.  This  tract  Mr.  O’Connor  has 
cleared  himself,  and  since  locating  on  it  has  made 
all  of  its  many  valuable  improvements. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Connor  are  the  parents  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  son, 
Jerry,  is  living  in  the  Sandwich  Islands;  Cath¬ 
erine  married  William  J.  Gibney  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  on  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  her  father’s 


place;  Mary,  the  twin  of  Catherine,  is  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Leake,  and  lives  one  mile  east  of  the 
home  farm;  Annie  is  now  Mrs.  James  Noonan 
and  is  a  resident  of  Orwood;  James  is  living  in 
Colorado;  Thomas  married  Miss  Kate  Leake, 
and  is  cultivating  a  tract  of  land  one  mile  and  a 
half  north  of  our  subject;  William  and  Edward 
are  at  home;  John  is  married  and  resides  in  the 
State  of  Colorado,  and  Ellen  died  in  infancy. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Connor  are  devout  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  Church,  attending  services 
at  St.  Paul,  Mo.  In  politics  Mr.  O’Connor  is 
Democratic.  He  is  well  known  in  this  locality 
as  a  self-made  man,  an  honest  and  upright  citi¬ 
zen,  and  as  such  commands  and  receives  the  re¬ 
spect  of  all. 


WILLIAM  BREBNER,  manager  of  the 
Marblehead  Lime  Company  of  Louis¬ 
iana,  was  born  in  Erazierburg, 
County  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  July  8,  1852.  His 
parents  were  James  and  Margaret  (Paxton) 
Brebner.  The  father  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Brebner,  also  a  native  of  Scotland  and  born  in 
Aberdeen  County.  The  grandfather  was  an 
architect  and  builder  and  departed  this  life  about 
1840.  His  son  James  also  learned  that  business, 
which  he  too  followed  until  his  decease,  this  event 
occurring  in  1880,  in  Erazierburg,  Scotland.  He 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  (Paxton)  Brebner  was  a  native  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Paxton,  a  boilermaker.  She  survived  her  hus¬ 
band  two  years,  passing  away  in  1882,  also  in 
Erazierburg.  She  became  the  mother  of  a  family 
of  eleven  sons  and  daughters.  Of  these,  Ann 
married  Charles  Noble;  Thomas  is  living  in 
Erazierburg;  John  died  at  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business;  Margery  married  John  Davidson,  and 
lives  in  Edinboro;  Margaret  is  now  Mrs.  George- 
Laben  of  Edinboro;  James  makes  his  home  in 
Erazierburg;  Eliza  is  deceased;  our  subject  was 
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the  next  born,  and  Jessie,  the  youngest,  is  the 
wife  of  i\I.  McDonald  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Frazier- 
burg,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
After  completing  his  education  he  taught  school 
for  two  years,  but  not  finding  the  occupation  to 
his  liking  abandoned  it,  and  shipped  as  an  ap¬ 
prentice  on  a  vessel  sailing  from  London  to 
Sidney,  Australia.  He  served  in  this  position  for 
four  years  and  then  began  coasting  along  the 
Australian  shores  for  about  two  years  in  various 
steamships.  He  then  boarded  a  vessel  from  New 
Castle  and  sailed  for  Java,  entering  Soura  Bay, 
where  the  vessel  was  unloaded  and  then  sailed 
for  Manilla.  He  remained  there  with  the  crew 
about  a  month  and  when  on  his  way  back  to 
England  stopped  for  a  time  at  St.  Helena. 

The  next  trip  of  our  subject  was  from  London 
to  Singapore,  on  a  vessel  carrying  general  mer¬ 
chandise.  From  that  port  they  again  went  to 
Manilla,  where  they  took  in  hemp  and  sugar  as 
cargo,  and  then  sailed  for  Augoon,  Bay  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  and  the  East  Indies.  They  there  loaded  the 
vessel  with  rice  and  went  to  Marishes,  where 
they  took  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  spices,  etc.,  and 
returned  to  London,  then  to  Leath,  where  Mr. 
Brebner  left  the  ship,  and  boarding  another  ves¬ 
sel,  sailed  for  Cape  Town.  He  was  in  Cape  Town 
for  about  two  months,  then  went  to  Adelaide, 
Australia,  and  later  to  Sidney,  where  the  vessel 
was  sold.  Mr.  Brebner  then  took  passage  on  an¬ 
other  ship  at  Newcastle,  which  was  bound  for 
Haigon,  and  then  back  to  Bristol,  England. 
From  that  place  he  set  sail  for  home,  having  been 
on  the  seas  for  about  twelve  years  in  all. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  for  a 
time,  but  longing  for  the  excitement  of  life  on 
the  ocean,  he  again  set  sail  once  more,  this  time 
going  to  Cronstadt,  Russia,  whence  he  sailed 
back  to  England.  He  then  joined  another  crew 
in  London,  on  this  trip  going  to  Yokahama, 
Japan,  and  from  there  to  Tokio,  where  they 
added  a  general  cargo.  From  that  port  they 
made  for  Manilla,  where  they  loaded  with  sugar 
and  started  home,  touching  at  St.  Helena,  from 
there  to  Falmouth,  and  thence  to  Bristol,  where 
they  unloaded  their  cargo. 


Mr.  Brebner  again  spent  some  months  with 
his  parents  when  he  took  a  vessel  at  Leith  and 
sailed  for  Cuba,  and  loading  with  sugar  and  to¬ 
bacco,  made  for  the  port  of  New  York,  his  first 
landing  on  American  soil,  in  1880.  From  New 
York  he  sailed  with  the  vessel  to  Baltimore,  where 
he  left  the  ship,  feeling  that  he  had  had  enough 
of  life  on  the  seas.  jMr.  Brebner  later  went  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  worked  for  about  a  year  in 
a  machine  shop.  Leaving  that  city  he  went  to 
St.  Louis  and  later  to  Fulton,  Mo.,  where  he 
engaged  with  the  Callaway  Lime  Company,  re¬ 
maining  with  them  for  a  period  of  six  years.  He 
then  left  for  Lockport,  Ill.,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Marblehead  Lime  Company,  and 
was  there  for  about  eighteen  months,  when  he 
came  to  Louisiana.  This  was  in  1889,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  company’s 
works  there.  The  output  of  the  concern  is  about 
seventy  thousand  barrels  of  lime  annually,  whicn 
i.s  marketed  usually  in  the  West.  They  also  fur¬ 
nish  stone  culverts  for  railroads,  etc. ;  also  handle 
all  kinds  of  cement  and  plastering  hair.  They 
keep  in  their  employ  on  an  average  of  forty  men 
and  do  a  very  large  and  paying  business. 

Mr.  Brebner  was  married  in  October,  1885,  in 
Fulton,  Mo.,  to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  William  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Edston)  Wright, 
natives  of  Callaway  County,  Mo.  They  are  now 
living  at  Auxvasse,  that  county.  To  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born  three 
children:  Maggie,  Bessie  and  Jessie.  Mrs. 

Brebner  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  while 
our  subject  is  an  attendant  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  which  he  is  connected.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat.  He  belongs  to  Perseverance 
Lodge,  No.  52,  A.  F.  &  A.  I\I.  of  Louisiana; 
Riverside  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  also  of 
that  place,  and  to  the  Maccabees,  holding  mem¬ 
bership  with  Lodge  No.  92. 

Our  subject  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
company  for  whom  he  is  working  so  faithfully. 
Although  well  established  in  life  and  surrounded 
by  his  loving  family,  yet  he  occasionally  has  a 
longing  for  sea  life.  At  these  times  he  turns  his 
gaze  upon  the  broad  waters  of  the  great  Missis¬ 
sippi,  on  the  banks  of  which  his  lime  works  are 
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located,  and  where  also  his  residence  is  situated, 
and  consoles  himself  with  the  thought  that  at 
any  time  he  may  choose  its  waters  can  carry  him 
to  the  great  seas,  upon  whose  bosom  he  was 
wont  to  ride  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 


JOHN  H.  BURCH.  This  name  will  be  at 
once  recognized  by  the  majority  of  our 
readers  as  that  of  a  citizen  of  Pike  County 
who  was  for  many  years  one  of  its  leading  agri¬ 
culturists.  He  is  now  deceased,  passing  from  this 
life  November  ii,  1882,  at  his  home  in  Spencer 
Township.  He  was  a  native  of  this  county  and 
born  November  26,  1830,  and  was  therefore  fifty- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 

Our  subject  was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Meake- 
yann  Burch,  natives  of  Vermont,  whence  they 
emigrated  many  years  ago  to  this  State,  becom¬ 
ing  the  first  settlers  of  this  county  and  township. 
As  the  country  developed  and  the  settlers  came  in 
they  were  accorded  a  position  of  prominence. 
Farming  was  their  lifelong  occupation,  in  which 
industry  they  were  successful  and  acquired  a  good 
property.  Their  children  were  Henry,  Francis, 
William,  John  H.,  Matilda  Poole,  Letitia 
McDowell,  Francis,  Eliza  Shoars  and  George  W., 
all  of  whom  are  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
Francis  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Macon 
County,  Mo. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  this 
township,  January  6,  1853,  to  Miss  Susanna 
Jacobs,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children; 
Alfred  H.,  deceased;  Marion  F.,  a  farmer  of  this 
township,  and  Mary  C.,  deceased.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  born  in  Blount  County,  Tenn.,  May 
7,  1831.  Her  parents  were  Alfred  and  Margaret 
(Bowman)  Jacobs,  also  natives  of  that  State,  of 
whom  the  father  died  in  October,  1845,  at  the  age 
of  forty  years.  Margaret  Jacobs  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Tenn.,  in  1812  and  died  June  13, 
1873,  when  aged  seventy-two  years.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Bowman,  promi¬ 
nent  farmers  of  that  county  where  they  passed 
their  entire  lives. 


Alfred  and  Margaret  (Bowman)  Jacobs  were 
married  in  Tennessee  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following-named  children:  Adeline  and  Frank¬ 
lin,  deceased;  Susannah  J.,  Mrs.  Burch;  Milton  B., 
a  retired  farmer  living  in  California;  Mary  J.,  the 
wife  of  Silas  Kelly,  a  retired  farmer  of  Audrain 
County,  this  State;  Margaret  E.,  Eliza,  Alfred  G., 
John  N.  and  James  L.,  deceased.  The  parents 
of  this  family  came  to  Missouri  about  1843 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  farming  in 
this  county.  They  were  well-to-do  and  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  toward  the  advancement  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  section. 

Mrs.  Burch  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  this  town¬ 
ship  and  remained  with  her  parents  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  when  she  and  her  husband 
rented  a  farm,  making  it  their  home  for  one  year. 
Mr.  Burch  then  went  to  California  and  remained 
for  two  years  working  in  the  mines.  During 
this  time  his  wife  stayed  at  home  and  there  lived 
until  they  again  began  life  on  rented  property  in 
this  vicinity.  As  before,  they  only  resided  on 
this  property  for  a  twelvemonth  when  Mr.  Burch 
purchased  the  property  on  which  his  wife  now 
resides.  It  consisted  at  that  time  of  forty  acres, 
but  so  well  did  he  succeed  in  his  farm  work  that 
at  his  death  he  left  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres, 
of  which  his  widow  is  now  the  proprietor  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy.  Personally  he  was  one  of 
the  most  genial  and  companionable  of  men, 
strictly  hoiaorable  in  his  dealings  and  therefore 
highly  regarded  by  all  with  whom  he  had  to  do. 


Moses  ALLEN  EARMER.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  who  is  one  of  the  extensive  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Pike  County,  is  also  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Hotel  Parmer,  which  is  located  at  Far¬ 
mer,  Indian  Township.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  section  and  as  such  is  held  in  high  esteem 
and  counts  among  his  friends  its  best  people. 

Mr.  Farmer  is  a  native  of  Pittsylvania  County, 
Va.,  and  was  born  June  27,  1829,  to  John  and 
Jane  (Woodson)  Farmer.  His  father,  who  was 
also  a  Virginian,  died  in  1845,  aged  forty  years. 
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He  in  turn  was  the  son  of  Marlin  and  Elizabeth 
(Acles)  Farmer,  who  were  born  in  Scotland.  On 
emigrating  from  that  conntr\'  they  made  their 
home  in  Virginia,  where  they  became  extensive 
farmers  and  slave-owners  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  To  them  were  born  the  following- 
named  children:  James  has  heirs  living  in  St. 
Joseph,  ^lo.;  John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  next  born;  IMoses  died  in  Virginia;  William's 
heirs  are  residents  of  Pittsylvania  County,  Va. ; 
Polly  married  Samuel  Willis;  Xancy  became  the 
wife  of  Allen  Woodson;  Roddie  was  the  wife  of 
William  Willis;  Sally  became  IMrs.  William  Irby, 
and  Permelia  married  iMariman  jMoore.  They  all 
became  well-to-do  in  this  world’s  goods  and  were 
people  greatly  esteemed  in  their  respective  com¬ 
munities. 

Jane  (Woodson)  Farmer  was  born  January  27, 
1800,  in  Pittsylvania  County,  Va.,  and  departed 
this  life  Februar)-  26,  1895,  at  Farmer.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Allen  and  Jennie  (Taylor)  Wood- 
son,  an  old  family  of  A’irginia,  who  were  related 
to  President  Zachary  Taylor.  They  were  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion,  which  was  worked  by  slave  labor.  To 
them  were  born  Allen,  deceased;  William  and 
Moses,  who  died  in  Virginia;  Steven  uied  in 
Pike  County,  i\Io.;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  a  Mr. 
Vaden;  Fucy,  ^Irs.  Joseph  Rogers,  died  in  Vir¬ 
ginia;  Jane  B.,  I^Irs.  Farmer;  iMartha,  the  wife  of 
William  Farmer;  Sarah,  >\Irs.  Newton  Farmer; 
and  Polly,  iMrs.  Hubbard.  They  are  all  now  de¬ 
ceased. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Pittsylvania  County,  \’a.,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  Maty 
A.,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Wright,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  this  county ; 
Elizabeth  T.,  the  widow  of  Francis  Gourley,  is 
now  residing  in  Hartford  Township,  this  county; 
Ella  W.  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  Robert  A.  \’annoy, 
and  she,  too,  is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Moses 
A.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  born ;  William  !M. 
departed  this  life  in  California,  and  John  F.  ^I.  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  estate  in  this  township,  and 
also  carries  on  a  thriving  business  as  general  mer¬ 
chant  at  Estes. 


Mrs.  Jane  Farmer,  after  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  was  married  to  Stephen  Burts,  who  died 
in  1854  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  }  ears.  The  or¬ 
iginal  of  this  sketch  was  married  October  10, 
1872,  to  INIiss  Susan  Elizabeth  Farthing,  who  is  a 
native  of  Middletown,  Montgomery  County,  Mo., 
and  the  daughter  of  Shelton  B.  and  Julia  A.  (Glen) 
Farthing.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  died  in  1875  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Polly  (Vaughan) 
Farthing,  Virginians  by  birth,  whence  they  came 
to  Montgomery’  County,  this  State,  and  here 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  quietly  and 
happily.  They  were  the  owners  of  a  handsome 
property  here  and  left  their  children  well  pro¬ 
vided  for.  Their  sons  and  daughters  were  named 
respectively:  Thomas,  John,  Shelton  B.,  Sally, 
i\Irs.  James  Hunt,  and  Bettie,  the  wife  of  William 
Hill.  ' 

Julia  A.  (Glen)  Farthing  was  born  in  this  State 
November  22,  1821.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Lucinda  (Stoddard)  Glen,  the  former 
of  whom  was  four  times  married  and  was  the 
father  of  four  children:  William,  James,  Julia,  the 
grandmother  of  }klrs.  Farmer,  and  Elizabeth,  now 
the  widow  of  Osborn  Stewart.  She  now  makes 
her  home  in  ^^lontgomery  City,  Mo.  Shelton  B. 
and  Julia  A.  Farthing  were  married  in  Lincoln 
County,  this  State,  in  1837,  and  to  them  were  born 
a  large  family,  as  follows :  Thomas  T.  is  engaged 
in  the  undertaking  business  at  Omaha,  Neb., 
IMaiy-  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Boen,  of  Middletown, 
3iIo. ;  John  F.  is  a  carpenter  of  Dallas,  Ill.;  Susan 
E.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  George  P.  is  a 
farmer  of  Montgomery  County,  AIo. ;  Austin  S. 
is  an  agriculturist  of  Oklahoma;  James  A.  is  a 
blacksmith  of  Audrain  County,  this  State;  Will¬ 
iam  O.  is  a  lumber  merchant  of  Omaha;  Charles 
A.  is  a  farmer  of  California;  Robert  W.  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  in  California,  and  Ruey  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Newton  Farmer,  a  resident  of  Middle- 
town,  ^lo. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  we  make 
the  following  mention:  Marling  was  born  July 
25,  1873;  It'S  now  attending  college  at  Bowling 
Green,  this  State;  Elmer  was  born  December  28, 
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1874;  he  is  at  home  and  occupied  in  managing 
the  estate;  Beulah  was  born  December  10,  1877, 
and  died  January  27,  1884;  Clarence  M.  was  born 
March  10,  1881,  and  died  November  22,  1883; 
Herbert  was  born  January  27,  1883,  and  died 
February  2  of  the  following  year.  Willard  was 
born  December  12,  1887,  and  is  at  home.- 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  this  town¬ 
ship  in  the  fall  of  1832  in  company  with  his  par¬ 
ents.  The  following  spring  they  purchased  a 
tract  of  forty  acres,  on  which  was  erected  a  rude 
log  cabin  with  a  board  roof  and  puncheon  floor. 
It  was  heated  by  means  of  a  large  fireplace  in  one 
end  of  the  room  and  lighted  by  a  hole  cut  in  the 
wall,  over  which  was  hung  greased  paper  for 
glass.  In  this  home  the  father  died  two  years 
after  coming  here.  The  other  members  of  the 
household  continued  to  live  there  for  fifteen  years, 
when  they  came  to  this  section,  locating  on  land 
which  is  now  the  site  of  View  Harmony. 

Mr.  Farmer  continued  to  make  his  home  with 
his  mother  and  stepfather  until  attaining  his  twen¬ 
tieth  year,  when  he  began  in  life  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count.  He  first  worked  out  by  the  month  for 
eight  dollars  and  occasionally  split  rails  for  fifty 
cents  per  hundred.  He  afterward  obtained  a  po¬ 
sition  with  Moses  Hendricks  as  overseer  of  his 
slaves.  This  he  held  for  about  six  years,  when 
we  next  find  him  in  Louisiana,  ]\Io.,  engaged  in 
working  at  the  tobacco  business.  Veiy^  shortly 
thereafter  he  went  west  ^on  a  prospecting  trip, 
and  the  following  winter  he  spent  among  friends 
in  his  old  Virginia  home.  On  his  return  the  next 
spring  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his  present 
estate,  which  he  continued  to  increase,  as  his 
means  would  allow,  until  now  it  embraces  seven 
hundred  broad  and  well-tilled  acres.  On  this 
place  Mr.  Farmer  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed  in  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
Army,  joining  Company  A,  of  the  State  jMilitia. 
He  went  with  his  regiment  to  Paris  and  was  there 
appointed  Quartermaster,  continuing  in  that  posi¬ 
tion  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  he  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged.  He  then  purchased  a  number  of 
mules,  which  he  drove  to  California.  This  ven¬ 
ture  proved  a  very  successful  one,  and  on  his  re¬ 


turn  home  Mr.  Farmer  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1864,  when  he  again  made  the  overland  trip  to 
the  Golden  State  on  the  same  mission.  He  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1866  and  when  again  coming 
to  Missouri  it  was  with  the  intention  of  making 
it  his  permanent  home. 

Our  subject  has  proven  himself  a  very'  valuable 
acquisition  to  this  community,  for  in  1885  he  laid 
out  the  town  of  Farmer,  which  is  now  a  pros¬ 
perous  and  thriving  village.  He  is  a  noted  nurs¬ 
eryman  and  supplies  most  of  the  people  of  this 
section  with  almost  every  variety  of  fruit  and 
shade  tree,  besides  shrubs  in  abundance.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Democratic 
principles.  Mr.  Farmer  is  now  sixty-six  years  of 
age  and  has  always  been  of  very  temperate  hab¬ 
its.  In  all  his  life  he  never  took  a  chew  of  to¬ 
bacco,  nor  smoked  a  pipe  or  cigar,  and  never 
drank  a  glass  of  beer. 


Hon.  willia^i  shields  m’clin- 

TIC.  In  presenting  to  the  readers  of  this 
volume  the  biography  of  this  gentleman, 
we  are  perpetuating  the  life  work  of  one  of  the 
most  influential  residents  of  the  State.  Through¬ 
out  his  honorable  career,  he  has  ever  maintained 
the  integrity  of  character  and  wisdom  of  judg¬ 
ment  which  are  his  most  prominent  characteris¬ 
tics.  While  he  has  been  successful  in  securing 
wealth,  he  has  also  been  successful  in  doing  good, 
in  serving  others,  in  benefiting  his  fellowmen, 
and  in  winning  the  respect  of  a  very  large  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

The  service  rendered  by  Mr.  jMcClintic  in  an 
official  capacity  has  been  very  valuable.  In  1883 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  po¬ 
sition  he  served  so  capably  and  with  so  high  an 
appreciation  of  his  duties  to  others  that  it  seemed 
most  fitting  he  should  receive  yet  higher  distinc¬ 
tion.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  elected  to  repre^ 
sent  the  county^  of  IMarion  in  the  i\Iissouri  State 
Legislature  and  in  1892  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  to  represent  the  district  composed  of 
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Marion,  Ralls,  Monroe  and  Shelby  counties,  Mo., 
and  in  that  responsible  position  he  has  rendered 
distinguished  service  in  behalf  of  his  constituents. 
l>y  his  political  opponents  as  well  as  by  those  f)f 
his  own  party  he  is  held  to  be  a  worthy  exponent 
of  the  ideas  and  principles  upon  which  our  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  founded.  In  addition  to  the  duties  in¬ 
cident  to  this  position,  he  is  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  is  also 
serving  as  School  Director.  He  has  a  beautiful 
home  on  Section  9,  Township  56,  Range  8,  where 
he  has  dwelt  for  the  past  two  decades. 

Referring  to  the  history  of  the  McClintic  fam¬ 
ily,  we  find  that  the  father  of  our  subject,  Shank- 
lin,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  a  son  of  Hon. 
William  and  Nancy  (Shanklin)  McClintic,  natives 
of  Bath  County,  \"a.  The  former  represented  his 
district  in  the  Virginia  State  Legislature  and  was 
a  leading  man  in  his  community.  His  interests 
in  a  business  way  were  very  extensive,  and  his 
possessions  included  large  tracts  of  land,  cattle 
and  live  stock  and  a  number  of  slaves.  Shanklin 
McClintic  was  born  in  Bath  County,  Va.,  and 
died  in  the  spring  of  1880,  aged  seventy-two. 
Another  brother,  William,  is  deceased;  James  is 
a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Bath  County,  V^a., 
and  John  is  deceased.  The  sisters  were  Alice, 
who  married  a  cousin  having  the  same  surname; 
Betty,  who  never  married,  and  Susan,  who  mar¬ 
ried  H.  Byrd,  a  farmer  of  this  township.  All 
three  of  the  sisters  are  deceased. 

The  first  marriage  of  Shanklin  IMcClintic 
united  him  with  Hannah  Wilson,  and  after  her 
death  he  married  Miss  Seahorh,  but  had  no  chil¬ 
dren  by  either  union.  Subsequently  he  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  William  and  ^largaret 
(Wilson)  Shields,  who  were  prominent  people  of 
Virginia.  Mrs.  IMcClintic  was  born  in  Rock¬ 
bridge  County,  Va.,  in  1818,  and  died  in  1864. 
Her  two  brothers,  Frank  and  William,  are  de¬ 
ceased,  and  her  only  sister,  Lizzie,  is  the  widow 
of  P.  H.  Davie,  now  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  Mr. 
and  IMrs.  Shanklin  IMcClintic  were  the  parents 
of  the  following-named  children:  William;  John 
H.,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Monroe  City;  Hus¬ 
ton,  a  farmer  of  Audrain  County,  Mo.;  James  B. 
and  Charles,  who  operate  farms  in  this  county; 


I  Robert,  deceased;  Nancy,  wife  of  William  S. 

J  McClintic,  a  farmer  of  ^^larion  County;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Joe  Davie,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Margaret,  deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of  William 
Arnold,  a  farmer  of  this  vicinity;  and  Alice,  who 
married  John  Carr,  also  a  local  agriculturist. 

The  birth  of  William  Shields  McClintic,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  occurred  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  November  29,  1843.  His  boyhood 
years  were  uneventfully  passed,  and  he  attended 
school  during  winter  seasons  until  seventeen 
years  of  age.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted 
under  “Stonewall"  Jackson,  and  took  part  in  all 
the  engagements  of  that  famous  General’s  bri¬ 
gade.  At  one  time  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip, 
which  prevented  him  from  being  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  for  several  months.  He  served  through  the 
war  and  surrendered  to  Gen.  L.  S.  Grant  at  Ap¬ 
pomattox  Court  House  April  9,  1865,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  home  of  his  parents,  but  soon  after¬ 
ward  went  to  Alemphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  obtained 
employment  as  a  clerk  in  a  queensware  house. 
In  the  fall  of  1867  he  came  to  IMarion  County 
and,  as  he  had  but  $5,  made  a  contract  to  work 
for  his  board  during  the  winter.  The  following 
spring  he  rented  land  in  this  township,  and  having 
bought  a  horse,  set  industriously  to  work  at  cul¬ 
tivating  fifty  acres  of  land.  He  was  fairly  suc¬ 
cessful  and  when  a  few  years  had  elapsed,  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  eighty  acres  in  1875.  From 
time  to  time  he  has  added  to  his  original  farm 
until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  and 
thirty  acres. 

October  5,  1869,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  IMr.  McClintic  and  Betty  Arnold,  who  was 
born  in  Campbell  County,  Va.,  in  August,  1846. 
Eight  children  were  born  of  the  union,  named  as 
follows:  \drginia,  wife  of  E.  P.  IMelson,  who  is  a 
notary  public,  real  estate  agent  and  secretary  of 
Monroe  City  Safety  Fund  Life  Investment  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Monroe  City;  Lena,  deceased;  Harry  A., 
who  is  with  his  parents ;  Robert,  a  college  student ; 
Bessie,  Maude  and  Blanche,  who  are  with  their 
parents,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  The  family 
attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  i\Ir. 
McClintic  belongs  and  in  which  he  is  a  liberal 
contributor.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
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following  societies:  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Masonic 
Order  and  the  K.  T. 

Thioughout  this  county  Mr.  McClintic  is 
known  and  appreciated  as  a  gentleman  of  liberal 
views,  generous  impulses  and  social  qualities  of  a 
high  order,  and  no  man  ever  called  into  question 
his  high  character,  sincerity  and  honesty  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  his  great  benevolence.  As  a  citizen,  he 
is  upright  and  consistent,  alwa3^s  identifying  him¬ 
self  with  any  progressive  movement  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  community’s  interests.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  receives  the  unqualified 
support  of  his  chosen  party,  and  is  also  favored 
by  many  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  oppos¬ 
ing  party,  because  of  the  soundness  of  his  views 
on  civil  and  national  questions,  his  well  known 
high  standing  as  a  man  and  his  championship,  in 
the  past,  of  every  progressive  measure. 


JEHU  T.  STEWART,  now  residing  on  Sec¬ 
tion  3,  Township  59,  Range  8,  Marion 
County,  is  one  of  its  best  agriculturists  and 
occupies  a  leading  position  among  the  farmers 
and  stockgrowers  of  this  region.  He  was  born 
June  21,  1843,  on  an  estate  located  five  miles 
south  of  Hannibal,  to  William  and  Margaret 
(Nunn)  Stewart,  natives  of  Kentucky,  who  were 
both  of  Scotch  descent. 

The  great-grandparents  on  the  father’s  side 
were  natives  of  Scotland,  whence  they  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  became  early  settlers 
of  Kentucky.  Later  they  crossed  the  line  into 
Missouri,  first  locating  in  Montgomery,  but  later 
became  residents  of  Pike,  County,  where  they 
lived  until  their  decease.  The  great-grandfather 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  after 
which  he  was  given  a  pension  for  injuries  received 
in  that  conflict. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  six  years 
at  the  time  his  parents  came  to  ^Missouri.  He 
was  reared  in  Pike  County,  and  married  IMiss 
Nunn  of  Marion  County  and  lived  near  the  city 
of  Hannibal  until  the  decease  of  his  wife,  which 


occurred  nine  years  later.  He  afterwards  married 
i\Irs.  Mary  Fenner,  who  lived  until  1893.  Mr. 
Stewart  is  still  living,  aged  eighty-two  years  and 
resides  five  miles  south  of  Hannibal. 

By  his  union  with  Miss  Nunn,  the  father  of  our 
subject  became  the  parent  of  five  children:  Jehu 
T.,  of  this  sketch;  Alexander,  deceased;  Silas; 
Mary  J.  and  John  Wesley,  both  deceased.  When 
attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  our  sub¬ 
ject  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Com.- 
pany  H,  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  under 
Capt.  Adam  Theis  of  Hannibal.  He  participated 
in  many  hard-fought  engagements,  among  them 
being  Centralia,  Mo.,  where  Company  H  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  lost  about  eighteen  men.  They  next 
met  Gen.  Price  at  Jefferson  City,  after  which 
they  were  ordered  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  rein¬ 
force  Gen.  Thomas  and  from  that  city  were 
sent  to  Richmond,  Va.,  in  charge  of  prisoners, 
being  twepty-one  days  on  the  way.  Company 
H  then  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  were 
mustered  out  of  service  August  8,  1865. 

After  his  army  experience  our  subject  returned 
home  and  for  the  following  three  years  was  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  home  farm.  He  was  then  married 
to  Miss  Abbie  Haines,  who  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  Mo.,  August  28,  1843,  a-nd  was  the 
daughter  of  Burgess  and  Elizabeth  (Searcy) 
Haines,  natives  of  Kentucky'.  When  leaving  the 
Mo.  Mr.  Haines  died  in  Davis  County,  Mo., 
while  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  Monroe  County. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Stewart 
lived  in  Ralls  County  on  a  farm,  after  which  he 
changed  his  place  of  residence  to  Davis  County. 
Their  stay  there  was  also  of  short  duration,  for 
one  year  later  we  find  them  residing  on  their 
present  farm  in  this  township,  which  comprised 
at  that  time  a  quarter  section.  It  is  located  on 
the  line  between  iMarion  and  Lewis  Counties 
and  was  entirel}^  covered  with  timber  when  he 
took  possession  of  it.  He  made  it  his  first  duty 
to  clear  a  space  and  erect  a  log  cabin  in  which  his 
familj'  might  be  as  comfortable  as  possible  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  months.  As  the  years  passed  by 
and  he  became  more  prosperous  this  rude  dwell¬ 
ing  gave  wa\'  to  a  more  substantial  and  commo¬ 
dious  structure. 
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To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  six  children,  of  whom  Olive  died  when 
young;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  James  Chipman, 
and  they  make  their  home  in  Ben  Bow,  this  State; 
William  Burgess,  Albert,  Victoria  and  Jehu  are 
at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Stewart  has  al¬ 
ways  been  interested  in  the  cause  of  education 
and  has  done  much,  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  to  make  the  school  of  his  district  a  popular 
and  exemplary  one.  He  is  and  always  has  been 
a  hard-working  man,  which  fact  is  the  secret  of 
his  success.  He  has  always  voted  for  Republican 
candidates.  His  wife  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  She  is  a  most  worthy  and 
highly  esteemed  lady  and  has  proved  a  true  help¬ 
mate  to  her  husband  in  establishing  a  footing 
among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  county. 


RANK  O.  SMITH  has  met  with  gratifying 
results  in  his  vocation  as  a  farmer  of 
Marion  County,  which  have  been  brought 
about  by  his  good  judgment  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  soils.  He  has  a  pleasant  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  located  on  Sec¬ 
tion  2,  Warren  Township.  Throughout  the  lo¬ 
cality  he  is  regarded  with  the  highest  respect  and 
confidence,  as  a  man  of  uprightness  and  unim¬ 
peachable  integrity,  and  the  events  of  his  life  will 
therefore  possess  interest  for  our  readers. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  this 
State,  June  29,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  George  W. 
and  Valinda  (Worland)  Smith,  natives  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  The  father  was  born  in  1812  and  died  in 
1881,  while  his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1814, 
departed  this  life  in  1875.  They  were  united  in 
marriage  in  their  native  State,  whence  they 
crossed  the  line  into  Missouri  in  1835.  They 
lived  for  a  few  years  in  IMarion  County,  then  took 
up  their  abode  in  Shelby  County  where  the  re¬ 
maining  years  of  their  lives  were  spent.  George 
W.  Smith  was  a  farmer,  following  this  vocation 


in  connection  with  his  work  as  a  carpenter.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  in 
religious  aflairs  was  a  devoted  Catholic.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  always  voted  for  Democratic  candidates. 

Our  subject  was  one  in  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  William  B.,  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Monroe  County;  Samuel  B.,  deceased; 
]\Iary  E.,  married  Samuel  Caldwell  and  on  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Yentences,  a  farmer 
of  Shelby  County,  Ill.,  she  is  now  deceased;  John 
L,  is  a  carpenter  and  contractor  living  in  Kansas; 
Isaac  is  deceased  and  George  C.  is  cultivating  a 
good  farm  in  Christian  County,  Ill. 

Frank  O.  Smith  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss 
Harriet  K.  Feagan,  who  was  born  in  this  county, 
in  1843,  and  departed  this  life  in  1893.  In  April 
of  that  year  our  subject  chose  for  his  second  com¬ 
panion  i\Irs.  iMattie  A.  (Taylor)  jMcGraw,  the 
widow  of  William  McGraw.  She  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  married  to  James  Brown,  who  died 
iMarch  7,  1881.  Their  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  sons — Charles  E.,  a  farmer  of  this 
county,  and  Cradus,  deceased. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  lived  on  his  father’s 
estate  until  1865,  in  the  meantime  gaining  a  good 
education  in  the  subscription  schools.  In  that 
year  he  began  to  do  for  himself,  engaging  in 
farm  work,  and  dealing  in  live  stock.  He  con¬ 
tinued  this  until  1874,  when  he  returned  to  the 
home  place  in  order  to  care  for  his  aged  parents 
and  remained  with  them  until  their  decease.  He 
then  sold  the  place  and  came  to  this  county  in 
1881,  settling  near  Palmyra,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years.  His  next  farm  was  ten  miles  dis¬ 
tant  from  that  city  and  on  this  he  made  his  abode 
for  nine  years,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  took 
possession  of  his  present  excellent  farm.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker  or  desirous  of 
filling  public  positions,  as  he  finds  his  time  fully 
occupied  in  looking  after  his  own  interests.  He 
has  been  a  kind  husband,  a  true  friend  and  pa¬ 
triotic  citizen.  He  is  a  devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  is  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him. 


ISAAC  C.  LITER, 
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ISAAC  C.  LITER. 


ISAAC  C.  LITER  of  Center  Township,  is  of 
German  ancestry,  but  is  a  native  of  Ralls 
County,  born  January  15,  1834.  His  grand¬ 
father,  John  Liter,  was  born  in  Germany,  there 
married  and  emigrated  to  this  country  at  an  early 
day,  locating  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  near  Lex¬ 
ington,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Here  his 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  Christian  B., 
who  subsequently  moved  to  Missouri ;  Catherine, 
who  married  Benjamin  Bice;  Susan,  who  mar-  ; 
ried  Ichabud  Butler;  John,  the  father  of  our  sub-  j 
ject;  Matilda,  who  married  Dudley  Butler;  Isaac  j 
and  Abram.  i 

John  Liter  remained  in  Kentucky  until  1824, 
when  he,  with  his  family,  moved  to  Ralls  County, 
Mo.,  coming  by  four  and  six  horse  teams.  A 
number  of  the  sons  and  daughters  were  married 
and  all  came  with  their  families  and  located  in 
Jasper  Township,  near  the  county  line,  where 
they  entered  Government  land.  At  this  time  j 
there  were  no  houses  north  and  west  for  ten  | 
miles,  and  wild  animals  of  all  kind  were  abun¬ 
dant.  Here  Mr.  Liter  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  days  improving  his  farm  and  adding  his  share 
to  the  development  of  the  country.  Religiously, 
he  was  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1840,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  a  number  of  years.  Both 
are  buried  on  the  old  homestead.  i 

John  Liter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  | 
in  Kentucky.  His  life,  until  the  time  of  his  mar¬ 
riage,  was  spent  at  his  father’s  home,  where  he 
received  such  an  education  as  was  afforded  In- 
the  common  schools  of  that  day.  His  first  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  was  freighting  between  Cincin-  | 
nati,  Ohio,  and  Lexington,  Ky.,  which  | 

tion  he  followed  until  coming  with  his  father  to 
Missouri  in  1824.  Upon  arriving  here  he  en¬ 


tered  land  adjoining  his  father,  and  soon  after  he 
married  Susan  Clark,  a  native  of  Bourbon,  Ky., 
a  daug'hter  of  John  and  Isabel  (Shannon)  Clark. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country  and  located  in  Kentucky 
at  about  the  same  time  the  Liters  came  from  Ger¬ 
many. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  on  the 
farm  which  was  all  heavy  timber.  This  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  clear  and  improve,  building  a  log  house 
chinked  with  mud  and  with  a  stick  chimney. 
Later  he  erected  a  large  two-story  hewed-log 
house,  which  was  looked  upon  as  the  best  house 
in  the  county,  and  was  considered  as  indicating 
great  prosperity.  This  was  his  home  until  1854 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  also  bought  a  good  deal  of  stock 
when  young  which  he  fed  until  grown.  He 
added  to  his  original  entry  at  various  times  until 
he  owned  over  1,400  acres  of  land  in  Ralls 
County.  In  1854,  after  purchasing  the  Ely  place, 
about  two  miles  from  his  home,  he  moved  on  to 
it,  making  that  his  home  until  the  death  of  his 
wife,  which  occurred  September  27,  1873,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  then  broke  up 
housekeeping  and  made  his  home  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  with  which  he  united  when  but 
a  young  man.  He  was  an  energetic  and  enter¬ 
prising  man  and  acquired  a  comfortable  property. 

Isaac  C.  Liter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  the  old  log  house  first  erected  on  his 
father’s  farm,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  His  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  log  school  houses,  “sitting  on  the 
soft  side  of  the  slab.”  When  twenty-one  years 
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old  he  commenced  farming  for  himself  on  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  father’s  farm,  still  however  remaining 
at  home.  He  was  married  September  2,  1858, 
to  Nancy  Neal,  daughter  of  Palestine  and  !Mary 
(Dowel)  Neal,  and,  first  leasing  a  part  of  his 
father’s  farm,  remained  there  for  six  years,  then 
moved  to  another  farm  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  the  original  homestead  where  he  was  born. 
There  he  lived  one  year,  and  at  the  request  of  his 
father  returned  again  and  took  up  his  residence 
with  him  and  there  remained  ten  years.  He  then 
came  into  possession  of  120  acres,  a  part  of  the 
home  place,  upon  which  he  built  a  house  and 
made  it  his  home  for  twelve  years. 

In  1878,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  satisfy  a  lifelong  desire  to  see  some¬ 
thing  of  the  world,  and  accordingly  rented  his 
farm,  leaving  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife 
and  two  children,  and  went  to  California,  locating 
in  Colusa  County  where  he  engaged  in  work  on 
a  ranch  for  about  two  years.  He  then  returned 
home  and  worked  his  own  farm  one  year  and 
then  again  went  to  California,  going  alone  in  the 
spring,  his  wife  following  in  the  fall.  They  in¬ 
tended  remaining  there  a  few  years,  as  they 
thought  the  opportunity  a  good  one  to  make 
some  money,  but  the  climate  not  agreeing  with 
his  wife,  she,  upon  receiving  word  that  her  moth¬ 
er  was  not  in  good  health,  started  home  and 
arrived  the  day  of  her  mother’s  burial.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  continued  to  reside  in  California  for  another 
year  on  a  ranch,  then  came  back  to  Missouri  and 
lived  on  his  own  farm  for  three  years.  He  then 
took  charge  of  the  County  Poor  Farm  and  has 
since  had  control  of  it.  Since  acting  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  County  Farm  he  has  given  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  ability  as  a  successful  manager,  and 
the  farm  has  been  more  than  self-sustaining  un¬ 
der  his  supervision.  He  is  well  known  through¬ 
out  the  county  for  his  upright  life  and  sterling 
qualities. 

Mr.  Liter’s  wife  died  April  7,  1887,  and  he  is 
left  alone,  his  only  son  living  in  California  and 
his  only  daughter  married  and  living  on  her  own 
farm. 

Mr.  Liter  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  vari¬ 


ous  positions.  In  1876  he  was  elected  constable, 
and  held  the  office  until  he  left  the  State.  Upon 
his  return  he  was  appointed  deputy  constable, 
which  position  he  held  for  two  years.  In  Jan¬ 
uary,  1894,  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
in  Madisonville,  in  company  with  J.  W.  Inlow 
under  the  firm  name  of  Liter  &  Inlow.  The  part¬ 
nership  continued  but  a  few  months  when  he  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Inlow.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Church  since  1850,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  served  in  the  office  of  deacon. 
In  1890  he  united  with  Center  Lodge  No.  209, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  since  been  its  Treasurer;  he 
is  also  an  entered  apprentice  of  the  iMasonic  Or¬ 
der.  Of  his  two  children,  Mary  A.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1859,  was  married  in  March,  1879,  to  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Ely,  and  now  lives  on  the  old  home 
place;  John  W.,  born  December  17,  1862,  is  now 
in  Saline  County,  Cal.,  having  gone  to  that  State 
when  his  father  was  residing  there,  and,  being 
pleased  with  the  country,  took  up  his  residence 
there. 


Thomas  W.  reed  is  the  leading  dentist 
of  Macon  County,  Mo.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  State  and  was  born  in  Boone  County, 
July  8,  1832,  to  John  and  Prudence  (Waller) 
Reed,  natives  of  Washington  County,  Ky. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
John  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  five 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  went  from  there  to 
Virginia,  and  afterward  to  Kentucky,  where  he 
lived  until  1824,  when  with  his  son  John  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Missouri  and  here  spent  the  balance  of 
his  days.  John  Reed,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  twenty-four  years  of  age  when  he  left  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  settled  with  his  father  in  Boone  County, 
where  he  entered  land.  One  year  later  he  went 
back  to  Kentucky  and  there  married  Prudence 
Waller  and  returned  to  Missouri.  In  1892  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  ^Mexico,  Mo.,  living  re¬ 
tired  from  business  cares  until  his  death,  in  1894, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  had  extensive 
farming  interests  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
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community.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
belief  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Methodist 
Church  South. 

Prudence  (Waller)  Reed,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Waller,  who 
was  born  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  Kentucky. 
Mrs.  Reed  died  in  March,  1886,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  To  this  worthy  couple  twelve  children 
were  born,  of  whom  the  following  record  is  given : 
Thomas  W.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  J., 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Bretton,  of  Cal¬ 
laway  County,  Mo.;  Francis  died  in  infancy;  John 
W.  lives  in  Butte  City,  Mont. ;  William  F.  resides 
in  Randolph  County,  Mo.;  Eliza  A.,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  G.  M.  McMurray,  living  near  Kirks- 
ville.  Mo. ;  Laura  F.  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Robinson,  of  Audrain  County,  AIo.;  Margarette 
is  the  wife  of  R.  P.  Hopkins,  of  Mexico,  Mo.; 
Martha  E.  is  the  widow  of  John  Cavins,  of  Boone 
County,  Mo.;  James  A.  lives  in  Texas;  Ella  is 
the  wife  of  R.  E.  Chappel,  of  Boone  County,  Mo. ; 
and  Lucy,  deceased,  was  married  to  Wesley  Se¬ 
bastian,  also  deceased. 

Thomas  W.  was  reared  on  the  above  place  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  attaining  his  nine¬ 
teenth  year,  when  he  went  to  Shelbyville,  Mo., 
and  studied  dentistry  under  Wilson  AIcMurray. 
He  remained  there  for  some  years  and  then  spent 
some  time  traveling  through  various  counties  in 
the  State,  following  his  profession.  He  went  to 
Macon  in  1865,  and  two  years  later  was  graduated 
from  the  Missouri  Dental  College  at  St.  Louis. 
He  immediately  opened  an  office  in  Macon  City 
and,  being  a  skilled  workman,  painstaking  in  all 
that  he  did,  he  soon  became  very  popular  and  is 
now  known  throughout  the  county  as  one  of  the 
best  dental  surgeons  in  the  State. 

Dr.  Reed  was  married  July  7,  1857,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Luckie,  who  was  born  in  Christian 
County,  Ky.,  in  1830,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Landers)  Luckie,  natives  of  the  above 
mentioned  county.  Her  parents  lived  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  until  1852,  when  they  came  to  Callaway 
County,  Mo.,  and  four  years  later  removed  to 
Mexico,  Mo.,  where  they  both  died  at  a  good  old 
age.  Mr.  Luckie  was  an  extensive  farmer  and 
landowner  and  a  prominent  man  in  his  locality. 


He  and  his  wife  were  members  in  good  standing 
in  the  Christian  and  Baptist  Churches  respect¬ 
ively.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  six  children 
have  been  born:  Walter  L.,  a  dentist  at  Mexico, 
Mo.;  Frank  F.,^  also  a  dentist,  residing  in  Provo 
City,  Utah;  Addie,  wife  of  J.  R.  Blackmoore,  of 
Hannibal,  Mo.;  Fred  M.,  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  at  Moberly,  Mo.;  Leslie  and 
John,  who  are  the  assistants  of  their  father  in  his 
dental  parlors  at  Macon  City. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  members  in  excellent 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  which  the  doctor  has  been  Steward  for 
the  past  fifteen  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  but  has  never  aspired  to  hold  office.  He 
holds  a  high  social  position  and  is  a  valued 
citizen. 


Michael  cronicak,  who  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life,  was  for  two  decades 
actively  engaged  in  farming  on  Section 
I,  Township  54,  Range  3,  Pike  County.  He  now 
superintends  the  cultivation  of  a  portion  of  his 
homestead  and  rents  the  remainder.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man  and  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he 
has  accomplished  in  life  for  he  started  out  ham¬ 
pered  with  the  support  of  his  parents  and  several 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  in  spite  of  the  poor 
health  which  soon  fell  to  his  lot  from  excessive 
toil  and  worry  he  bravely  met  the  responsibilities 
and  was  a  victor  over  the  difficulties  in  his  way. 

Our  subject  comes  from  a  family  who  are  noted 
for  their  longevity.  His  father,  John  Cronican, 
was  born  about  1795  and  died  August  5,  1886, 
aged  ninety-one  years.  The  mother,  born  about 
1798,  died  in  November,  1884,  at  the  good  old 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  They  were  married  in 
1819  and  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Patrick,  John,  Michael,  Francis,  William,  Cath¬ 
erine,  Ellen,  Margaret.  Mary  and  Johanna.  John 
and  Ellen  emigrated  to  America  some  years  be¬ 
fore  the  rest  of  the  family  made  the  journey.  The 
former  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  War  and,  though 
his  parents  received  one  letter  from  him  in  which 
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he  assured  them  he  would  soon  return  on  a  visit 
to  New  York  City,  they  never  heard  from  him 
again.  Ellen  married  John  INIorrissey,  and  Cath¬ 
erine  became  the  wife  of  John  O’Neill  in  the  Em¬ 
erald  Isle,  and  never  left  her  native  home.  Our 
subject’s  father  was  a  farmer  in  Ireland  and  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  landlord  system  for  more  than  half 
a  century.  The  exorbitant  revenues  extorted  by 
his  landlord,  together  with  the  expense  of  a  large 
family,  kept  him  in  poverty,  but  notwithstanding 
this  he  succeeded  in  bringing  up  his  children  in  a 
creditable  manner  and,  in  order  that  they  might 
have  better  educational  advantiges,  he  hired  a 
private  tutor  to  teach  them  during  the  long  win¬ 
ter  evenings. 

Michael  Cronican  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
Muenster,  County  Waterford,  Ireland,  September 
29,  1830,  and  in  June,  1850,  started  to  seek  a  home 
in  America.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
and  for  six  years  they  resided  in  New  York  City. 
In  1856  our  subject  visited  Pike  County,  Mo., 
and  liking  the  prospects,  reported  favorably  and 
eventually  moved  the  family  here.  They  resided 
for  sixteen  years  in  Louisiana,  Pike  County, 
where,  in  order  to  make  a  livelihood,  our  subject 
engaged  in  teaming,  grading  the  streets,  digging 
cellars,  manufacturing  brick,  and  other  laborious 
work.  In  1859  his  health  gave  way  and,  acting 
on  his  physician’s  advice,  he  returned  to  his  native 
land  for  a  few  months’  rest.  The  change  proved 
very  beneficial,  and  coming  back  he  resumed  the 
burdens  which  had  long  rested  upon  him,  and 
after  a  decade  or  more  opened  a  grocery  store. 
In  1872  he  carried  through  a  deal  with  James 
Hickson,  by  which  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
farm  he  now  owns.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
in  his  natural  element,  for  tilling  the  soil  has  been 
in  accord  with  his  tastes  and  the  outdoor  life  of 
value  to  him  in  regard  to  his  health. 

In  November,  1877,  Mr.  Cronican  married  Mrs. 
Mary  (O’Shea)  Quinn,  who  was  born  in  Ireland 
about  1848,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents  in  early  childhood.  Her  sister, 
Johanna,  is  the  wife  of  Patrick  Kelley,  of  Calhoun 
County,  Ill.,  and  another  sister,  Catherine,  who 
married  Andrew  Costigan,  is  now  making  her 
home  under  our  subject’s  roof  tree.  The  parents 


of  Mrs.  Cronican  located  at  Millwood,  Lincoln 
County,  I\Io.,  on  their  arrival  in  this  country  and 
continued  to  dwell  there  until  their  death.  By  her 
former  marriage  Airs.  Cronican  had  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Honora,  who  is  still  living  with  her. 

The  valuable  homestead  which  belongs  to  Air. 
Cronican  comprises  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
acres.  He  was  a  dutiful  son,  is’a  kind  husband,  a 
good  neighbor  and  a  worthy  citizen  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of 
the  Democratic  party. 


Henry  albert  PRIBE  is  one  of  the 

substantial  business  men  of  Louisiana, 
and  has  contributed  much  to  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  place.  He  is  progressive 
and  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  man  of  strict  in¬ 
tegrity  and  uprightness  of  word  and  deed.  He 
is  a  Director  in  the  Alercantile  Bank  of  the  city, 
and  is  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  light  wagons 
and  carriages. 

This  worthy  citizen  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Pustermean,  Alay  21, 
1836.  His  parents  were  John  Daniel  and  Cath- 
erina  (Bechman)  Pribe.  The  former  was  an  over¬ 
seer  in  the  forests  of  a  nobleman  by  the  name  of 
A'an  Derenthal.  He  was  a  soldier  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Thirty  Years’  M^ar,  and  died  when 
our  subject  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  His 
wife  having  departed  this  life  some  four  years 
previously,  young  Henr}"  was  thus  left  an  orphan 
and  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  His 
parents  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  three  of  their  four  children  are  still  living. 
Charles,  the  eldest  son,  died  in  Germany;  William 
is  a  farmer  in  Alinnesota,  and  Lotta,  the  only 
daughter,  is  still  living  in  the  Eatherland. 

Henry  A.  Pribe  received  a  good  education  in 
his  mother  tongue,  and  attended  school  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  and  worked  at  the  business 
about  six  years.  When  he  was  nearly  twenty  he 
bought  his  time  of  his  employer  and  left  for  the 
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United  States  in  a  sailing  vessel,  reaching  New 
York  in  1856.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Chicago 
and,  not  finding  employment,  went  to  Milwaukee. 
That  winter  he  passed  the  time  on  a  farm,  and 
the  following  spring  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  the 
first  day  after  his  arrival  he  found  work  at  his 
trade.  He  remained  there  for  a  year  and  then 
went  to  Ashley,  Pike  County,  where  he  opened 
a  blacksmith  and  wagon  repairing  shop. 

When  the  war  broke  out  Mr.  Pribe  enlisted  in 
the  State  Guards  and  took  part  in  the  noted  figiit 
with  the  bushwhackers  at  Ashley,  in  which  fight 
a  number  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  also  one 
of  the  Union  soldiers.  Later  he  was  called  to 
Louisiana  to  assist  in  protecting  the  people  and 
property.  He  was  favorably  impressed  with  this 
section,  and  in  December,  1864,  opened  a  shop 
in  partnership  with  Frank  Mike.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  he  bought  out  the  other’s  interest  and 
continued  the  business  alone.  He  located  on 
Georgia  Street,  and  from  that  time  until  the  pres¬ 
ent  has  continued  to  do  business  in  this  locality, 
having  moved  but  once  and  then  only  across 
the  street.  From  year  to  year  his  trade  increased, 
and  at  length  he  took  up  the  manufacture  of  var¬ 
ious  kinds  of  rolling  gear.  He  turns  out  buggies, 
sulkies,  light  spring  wagons,  surreys,  etc.,  and 
though  his  market  is  principally  in  this  vicinity, 
he  occasionally  ships  goods  as  far  as  Montana. 
His  work  has  a  wide  reputation  in  Missouri  for 
fine  finish,  excellent  style  and  durability.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  regular  line  of  light  vehicles  he  al¬ 
ways  keeps  on  hand  a  full  line  of  coaches  and 
coupes  and  at  times  employs  twenty  or  more 
men. 

May  16,  1867,  Mr.  Pribe  was  married  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  to  Nancy  A.,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
A.  (Remmer)  Marzalf.  The  former  was  born  in 
Alsace,  France,  September  24,  1812,  and  died  in 
Louisiana  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Mary 
A.  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  December  25,  1811, 
and  died  April  30,  1877.  Mrs.  Pribe  was  born  in 
Pike  Gounty,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  has  become  the  mother  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  George  and  Henry,  who  are  engaged  in 
business  with  their  father;  Lotta,  who  married 
John  Morton,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Maggie, 


Rosa  and  Luella,who  are  at  home;  Albert, who  is 
a  pupil  in  the  local  schools ;  Cleveland,  and  Ross 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Pribe  are  members  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically  the  former 
affiliates  with  the  Democracy. 


Alonzo  S.  CHENEY,  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  farmers  of  Township  59,  Range  7, 
Marion  County,  has  given  his  energies 
and  industry  to  agriculture  since  his  boyhood, 
and  is  therefore  thoroughly  practical  and  well  in¬ 
formed  on  everything  pertaining  to  the  best 
methods  of  conducting  a  farm.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  managing  seventy-seven  acres  which 
are  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  July 
30,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of  Luke  and  Polly 
(Beardsley)  Cheney,  natives  respectively  of  Ver¬ 
mont  and  Pennsylvania.  They  were  united  in 
marriage  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  engaged 
in  farming  there  until  1843,  the  date  of  their 
advent  into  Rock  Island  County,  Ill.  There  Mr. 
Cheney  engaged  in  working  at  the  cooper’s 
trade,  of  which  he  had  a  fair  knowledge,  and 
also  conducted  a  drug  store.  Later  he  went  to 
Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  established 
himself  in  the  drug  trade  and  lived  for  seven 
years.  He  departed  this  life  in  1870,  while  his 
good  wife  died  in  1855. 

To  Luke  and  Polly  Cheney  there  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Caroline,  Alonzo,  lola, 
Phebe,  Eugene,  Albert,  and  Mary.  After  the 
death  of  our  subject’s  mother  Luke  Cheney  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Nottingham,  of  Iowa, 
and  to  them  was  born  a  son,  Loren.  Alonzo  of 
this  sketch  left  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
and  began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  worked  at  farming  for  one  year,  then  went 
to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  where  he  spent  a  twelve- 
month.  On  his  return  to  this  County  he  worked 
out  by  the  month  until  his  marriage,  March  30, 
1862.  The  lady  he  chose  for  his  wife  was  Miss 
Malvina  Darr,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  was 
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brought  to  Marion  County  by  her  parents,  Clin¬ 
ton  and  Matilda  (Clubb)  Darr,  when  two  years 
of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darr  were  likewise  Ken¬ 
tuckians,  and  both  died  in  Marion  County,  Mo. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  farmed  rented 
land  in  Lewis  County  for  one  year,  then  returned 
to  this  locality  and  occupied  several  dif¥erent 
places  until  having  saved  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  to  enable  him  to  become  the  owner  of  a 
farm.  This  desire  was  consummated  in  1867, 
for  that  year  he  bought  thirty-eight  and  one-half 
acres,  included  in  his  present  place.  He  pros¬ 
pered  as  the  years  passed  by,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  seventy-seven  acres,  finely  improved. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely:  Capitola  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  13,  1863,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  J. 
Beckett,  residing  near  Hester,  in  Marion  County, 
Mo.;  Emmett  was  born  December  17,  1866,  and 
now  lives  in  Arkansas;  Relleu  was  born  January 
8,  1869,  married  Susan  Leach,  and  is  farming 
in  this  township;  Odilla  was  born  November  24, 
1870.  The  family  have  all  been  well  educated 
and  trained  by  their  excellent  mother  to  occupy 
good  and  useful  positions  in  life. 

Mr.  Cheney,  socially,  is  a  member  of  Faber 
Lodge,  No.  24,  A.  O.  U.  W.  of  Palmyra.  In 
politics  he  is  a  believer  in  and  supporter  of  Dem¬ 
ocratic  principles,  although  in  no  sense  of  the 
term  an  office-seeker. 


CAPT.  WILLIAM  H.  PURSE,  City  Treas¬ 
urer  and  Collector  of  Louisiana,  Mo.,  de¬ 
serves  special  mention  in  this  volume  for 
the  prominent  part  which  he  took  in  the  late  war. 
He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  September  6, 
1824,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Susan  (De 
Grove)  Purse.  The  father  was  a  native  of  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  where  his  father,  who  also  bore 
the  name  of  John,  served  in  the  Rebellion  of 
1798.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  English 
Government  at  that  time  and  sent  to  Botany  Bay, 
from  which  place  he  made  his  escape  and  came  to 


the  United  States,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
He  then  sent  for  his  family,  who  joined  him  in 
this  country.  It  was  while  he  was  held  a  prisoner 
at  Botany  Bay  that  John,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born. 

Later  the  above  family  moved  to  Virginia, 
where  the  grandparents  died.  John  then  went  to 
New  York  City  in  order  to  learn  the  tanner’s 
trade,  serving  his  apprenticeship  with  David  Bry¬ 
son,  for  whom  he  worked  for  several  years  after 
being  pronounced  an  efficient  workman.  It  was 
in  New  York  that  he  met  and  married  iMiss  De 
Grove.  He  left  the  metropolis,  boimd  for  the 
West,  about  1855,  and  when  reaching  Missouri 
located  at  Ashley,  where  he  went  into  business 
with  his  son  William  and  brother  Samuel  N., 
manufacturing  reapers  and  farm  inplements.  This 
they  carried  on  with  success  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  war,  when  they  were  compelled  to  cease 
operations.  They  manufactured  the  first  reaper 
ever  made  in  the  State  of  IMissouri.  It  was  known 
as  the  Pillsmanny  reaper.  During  the  war  they 
suspended  the  work  in  the  factory  and  only  ran  a 
repair  shop.  The  father  died  in  1882.  He  was 
a  Union  man  and  a  supporter  of  Democratic 
principles.  In  religious  affairs  he  was  a  member 
and  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
While  living  in  New  York  he  served  as  letter- 
carrier  of  the  city  for  many  years.  His  wife  was 
liorn  in  that  city  and  was  of  French  parentage. 
She  died  there  in  1842. 

The  children  born  to  John  and  Susan  Purse 
were  nine  in  number,  of  whom  four  lived  to  ma¬ 
ture  years:  Our  subject;  Theodore,  also  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Louisiana;  Ann  Eliza,  the  wife  of  A.  D. 
Riggs,  of  Ashley,  i\Io. ;  Susan  F.,  the  wife  of  John 
Kerr,  of  California.  On  the  death  of  his  wife  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  second  time  married, 
the  lady  on  this  occasion  being  Miss  Eliza 
Wright,  of  New  York,  who  is  also  deceased. 

William  H.  Purse  acquired  his  education  chiefly 
in  the  private  schools  of  New  York  City,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  started  out  in  life  for  him¬ 
self.  At  that  time  he  came  West  with  a  relative, 
William  Stewart,  and  located  at  Payson,  Adams 
County,  Ill.  Here  he  remained  for  about  four 
years  engaged  in  farming,  saw-milling,  and  oc- 


rORTilAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


619 


casionally  in  teaching  school.  Leaving  Adams 
County  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  looked  up  his 
uncle  Samuel,  who  was  a  resident  of  Ashley,  Mo., 
and  there  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carding 
machines.  He  made  his  home  with  him,  learning 
the  machinist’s  trade  and  subsequently  bought 
the  right  to  manufacture  reapers,  which  he  placed 
on  the  market,  together  with  threshing  machines, 
carding  machines,  etc.  As  stated  above,  this  busi¬ 
ness  continued  until  the  war  caused  them  to  sus¬ 
pend  operations  for  the  time.  Mr.  Samuel  Purse 
departed  this  life  some^ten  years  ago  in  Kansas 
City. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  our  subject  en¬ 
listed  in  the  State  Militia,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  F,  Forty-Ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  of 
which  he  was  elected  Captain  and  placed  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  post  at  Ashley.  Posts  were  at  that 
time  established  throughout  the  State  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  protecting  the  citizens  from  the  raids  of 
bushwhackers.  Capt.  Purse  remained  in  charge 
at  Ashley  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  met 
Gen.  Porter’s  forces  in  battle.  At  the  end  of  that 
encounter  his  forces  were  greatly  depleted,  hav¬ 
ing  been  placed  at  different  points  throughout 
the  State.  The  conflict  resulted  in  his  losing  only 
two  men  out  of  the  seventeen  with  which  he  met 
and  repulsed  one  hundred  and  thirty. 

In  1864  our  subject  was  commissioned  Assist¬ 
ant  Quartermaster  of  the  United  States  Volunteer 
Army,  serving  chiefly  in  Missouri.  He  remained 
in  the  service  until  honorably  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Ashley 
for  the  five  years  following,  when  he  came  to 
Louisiana  and  subsequently  was  appointed  postal 
clerk  on  the  C.  &  A.  road.  He  remained  in  the 
service  for  three  years,  when  he  resigned  in  order 
to  assume  the  superintendency  of  the  gas  works 
at  Louisiana. 

Capt.  Purse  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  1875 
by  President  Grant,  holding  the  office  through 
four  administrations,  or  for  a  period  of  about 
twelve  years.  When  Cleveland  was  elected  he  re¬ 
signed  his  post  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  can¬ 
didate.  Since  that  time  he  was  variously  engaged 
until  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1890.  In  1894 
he  was  brought  before  the  public  as  a  candidate 


for  City  Treasurer  and  Collector  and  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  so  efficiently  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  respective  offices,  that  he  was  made  his  own 
successor. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  in  May,  1852,  was 
with  Miss  Mary  C.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Martha  (Draper)  Kerr.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  Henry,  John  and  Lizzie  K.,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Purse  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics, 
as  the  reader  doubtless  knows,  the  Captain  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He 
belongs  to  Wilson  Post  No.  20,  G.  A.  R.,  which 
he  is  serving  as  Commander.  He  is  still  pos¬ 
sessed  of  much  old-time  vigor  and  energy  and  is 
a  very  popular  and  influential  citizen  of  Lou¬ 
isiana. 


JOHN  WALTER  CALDWELL,  Collector 
of  Pike  County,  is  a  native  of  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  and  was  born  July  8,  1840,  to  Harmon 
and  Mary  D.  (Caldwell)  Caldwell.  The  father 
was  born  in  Bath  County,  Ky.,  March  10,  1811, 
and  was  the  son  of  John  Caldwell,  of  Scotch  de¬ 
scent,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Bath  County,  Ky., 
in  January,  1789.  He  participated  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  influential  in  public  affairs  of 
his  community. 

Harmon  Caldwell  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  came  to  Pike  County  in  1827,  locating  in 
Peno  Township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  until  November,  1849,  then  moved  to 
Curry ville,  in  Spencer  Township,  where  he  is  now 
living.  He  was  prosperous  in  all  his  undertakings 
and  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  estate.  He  was  a 
man  active  in  public  affairs  and  in  1868  was 
elected  County  Judge,  which  position  he  held 
continuously  for  twelve  years.  He  was  in  early 
life  a  Whig,  but  later  became  a  Democrat,  al¬ 
though  during  the  war  he  was  a  Unionist.  He 
joined  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  in 
1850,  and  ever  since  has  been  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  body. 
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Mary  Caldwell,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  whence  she 
came  to  Missouri  with  her  parents  in  1825.  at 
which  time  they  settled  in  Ralls  County,  near 
New  London.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  bore 
the  name  of  Watt  Caldwell,  while  his  wife,  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  Eliza  Duke.  To  them  were 
born  four  children:  John  W. ;  Ann  Matilda,  now 
the  wife  of  H.  G.  McCune,  of  Curryville;  Jarhes 
H.,  living  in  Kansas  City,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  stock  commission  business;  and  an  infant 
who  died  when  young. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  on  the 
home  farm,  during  which  time  he  attended  the 
common  schools.  He  later  became  a  student  in 
the  Watson  Seminary,  and  two  years  afterward 
entered  the  McGee  College,  where  he  completed 
his  literary  studies.  When  leaving  school  he 
again  took  up  the  vocation  of  a  farmer,  which  he 
has  followed  successfully  ever  since.  He  has  one 
farm  located  in  Buffalo  Township,  where  he 
makes  his  permanent  home,  besides  a  well-culti¬ 
vated  estate  in  Calumet  Township.  For  some 
two  years  he  was  interested  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  at  Curryville,  in  partnership  with  T.  J.  Ayres. 
He  still  carries  on  the  stock  business,  raising  fine 
animals  and  also  buying  throughout  the  county. 

Mr.  Caldwell  has  held  various  local  township 
positions  from  time  to  time,  and  in  November, 
1889,  was  elected  County  Collector  for  a  term  of 
two  years.  His  election  was  without  opposition, 
an  unusual  occurrence.  On  the  expiration  "bf 
this  term  he  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority. 
He  discharged  the  duties  of  this  responsible  of¬ 
fice  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people,  and 
made  a  very  popular  and  efficient  official. 

Mr;  Caldwell  was  married  October  25,  1864,  to 
Addie,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eliza  (Brandon) 
Smelser,  who  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  and 
whose  parents,  now  deceased,  were  natives  of 
Kentucky.  To  them  have  been  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  Mary,  Eliza,  Dora,  Katie,  Guy,  Addie, 
James,  Harmon,  Joseph,  Henry,  Maggie  B.  and 
John  Walter,  the  latter  two  twins.  Mary  was  her 
father’s  assistant  while  he  held  the  Collectorship 
and  was  his  main  support  in  that  office.  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1895,  weddings  of  Mary  and  Dora  were 


celebrated  at  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church  by  Rev.  T.  D.  Pearson.  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  S.  Love,  a  native  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  now  in  charge  of  the  West  End  Sani¬ 
tarium  at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Dora  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Henry  H.  IMurphy,  a  native  of  Missouri, 
and  also  of  San  Antonio. 

Mrs.  Caldwell  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Her  husband  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  1858  and  has  been  an  active  member 
of  that  body  ever  since,  holding  the  office  of  Elder 
for  nearly  thirty  years.  In  politics  he  is  Demo¬ 
cratic  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Commandery  of  the  Masonic  order. 
He  is  a  man  who  has  always  taken  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  uses  his  influence  for  its  benefit. 


Lewis  C.  BURDITT  is  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  rais¬ 
ing  on  Section  24,  Township  57,  Range  8, 
Marion  County,  which  place  he  purchased  in 
1855.  In  the  many  years  which  have  since  elapsed 
he  has  been  the  author  of  important  changes  on 
the  farm,  which  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best 
in  this  locality.  At  the  present  time  it  comprises 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  most  of  which  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  owner 
ranks  high  among  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  being  esteemed  for  his  uniform  courtesy, 
his  absolute  integrity  of  word  and  action,  and  his 
successful  career. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman, 
Tompkins  and  Lucy  (Burditt)  Burditt,  were  cou¬ 
sins,  the  former  born  in  Virginia  in  1783  and  the 
latter  in  Kentucky  in  1802.  They  were  married 
in  Spencer  County,  Ky.,  and  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children :  Amanda,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Henry  See,  died  IMay  27,  1847;  Mary  J. 
married  James  A.  Burditt,  a  cousin,  and  a  farmer 
of  this  township;  Sarah  E.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  married  John  R.  Sharp,  and  both  are  de¬ 
ceased.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
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March,  1884,  having  survived  her  husband  nearly 
thirty  years,  as  his  death  occurred  in  November, 

1855.  He  had  been  previously  married  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  to  a  Miss  Thrasher,  who  bore  him  four  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  John  died  in  1840;  Melinda  is  the 
widow  of  Gillerson  Pinkston,  a  farmer  of  Knox 
County,  this  State;  Thomas,  who  died  in.  1885; 
and  Malisa.  In  the  fall  of  1832  Tompkins  Burditt 
entered  land  in  this  township,  and  here  made  a 
permanent  location.  He  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  never  absent  from 
the  service  if  it  was  within  the  limits  of  possibility 
to  be  present,  though  the  church  was  situated 
seven  miles  from  his  home.  His  son,  John,  had 
come  to  Missouri  on  a  prospecting  tour  and  had 
raised  one  crop  before  the  rest  of  the  family  came 
we.st.  The  senior  Burditt  had  received  a  fair  edu¬ 
cation  and  was  a  man  of  wide  intelligence.  In 
his  political  belief  he  was  a  Democrat. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Spencer 
County,  Ky.,  July  29,  1826,  and  was  but  seven 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  this  sec¬ 
tion.  He  remained  under  the  home  roof  until 

1856,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  residence, 
which  he  had  purchased  the  previous  year.  On 
this  tract  of  eighty  acres  he  built  a  cabin  and  kept 
bachelor’s  hall  for  a  few  months,  but  after  his 
father’s  death  lived  with  his  mother  until  1866. 
Since  that  time  he  has  had  his  residence  on  his 
own  farm,  which  now  comprises  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres. 

He  adopted  the  same  political  creed  as  his 
father,  and  like  him,  was  a  Baptist  in  his  religious 
preferences,  his  father,  however,  belonging  to  the 
branch  known  as  the  “Ironsides,”  while  his  son 
is  a  member  of  the  “Missionary”  Baptists.  Lewis 
C.  has  always  been  active  in  church  work  and 
has  served  as  Clerk  and  Deacon.  He  is  public- 
spirited  and  gives  freely  to  all  enterprises  having 
for  their  object  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
county. 

In  1852  Mr.  Burditt  was  married  in  Knox 
County,  Mo.,  to  Lucy  A.,  daughter  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Permilia  (McClocklin)  Musgrove,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky.  The  parents  came  to  this 
county  in  1834  and  in  a  short  time  went  to  Knox 
County,  where  they  entered  land  and  thenceforth 


made  their  home.  Mrs.  Burditt  was  born  in  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  Ky.,  January  16,  1831,  and  her 
brothers  and  sisters  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth, 
who  married  J.  Roberts,  and,  with  her  husband, 
has  since  passed  away;  Armilda,  deceased;  Mary 
J.,  also  deceased;  Sarah  M.,  wife  of  William  Mar¬ 
tin,  a  farmer  of  Knox  County.  William  Mus¬ 
grove,  Sr.,  died  in  the  fall  of  1857,  after  which  his 
widow  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  Lucy, 
and  died  in  1890,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-fout 
years. 

The  marriage  of  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Burditt  has  been 
blessed  with  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  three  have  been  called  to  the  better  land, 
namely:  William  T.,  Joshua,  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mary  D.  is  the  wife  of  William  Tulley, 
an  enterprising  farmer  of  this  township;  James  B., 
residing  at  home;  Elizabeth  married  William 
Musgrove,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Ed  is  man¬ 
aging  the  farm,  and  Millie  is  residing  with  her 
parents.  The  children  have  all  received  good  edu¬ 
cational  advantages,  and  are  well  qualified  to 
enter  the  battle  of  life. 


ILLIAM  B.  CURD,  junior  member  of 
of  the  firm  of  Herriman  &  Curd  Com¬ 
pany,  is  one  of  the  substantial  business 
men  of  Hannibal.  He  is  a  dealer  in  lumber  and 
building  materials  and  enjoys  an  extensive  trade 
in  this  section.  The  company  to  which  iie 
belongs  is  an  incorporated  one  and  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $70,000. 

The  parents  of  the  above  named  gentleman  are 
Benjamin  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Bryan)  Curd.  The 
father  was  born  in  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  April 
10,  1810,  and  was  the  son  of  James  Curd,  who  was 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  Benjamin  Curd  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  in  1833  moved  to  Lewis 
County,  IMo.,  where  he  established  a  timber  and 
flouring  mill  on  Fabius  Creek.  His  mill  was 
about  the  first  building  erected  in  that  part  of  the 
country  and  he  was  often  visited  by  the  Indians. 
His  house  was  used  as  a  church  and  when  he 
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needed  medicine  or  other  supplies  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Palmyra  for  them.  The  first  pair  of  boots 
he  wore  were  made  by  his  own  hands  and  from 
a  dog’s  skin  which  he  had  tanned.  Afterward 
he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  that  city  engaging  in 
farming  in  Marion  County.  He  became  well-to- 
do  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  ig,  1888,  he  had  accumulated  four 
hundred  acres  of  improved  land.  In  early  life  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  but  later 
became  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  In  his  later  years  he  was  a  firm 
advocate  of  the  Prohibition  party.  He  laid  out 
what  is  now  Montgomery  City  in  the  county  of 
the  same  name,  at  an  early  day.  His  wife,  Mary, 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Mary  (Cartmill)  Bryan.  They  moved 
to  Marion  County,  Mo.,  in  early  times  and  lived 
on  a  farm  near  Palmyra.  Mrs.  Curd  was  born 
August  18,  1812,  and  died  December  22,  1887. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Louis  B.,  deceased;  James,  a  farmer  and  dairy¬ 
man  of  Palmyra;  Eliza  B.,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Hubbard 
K.  Hinde,  of  Columbia,  Mo.;  Nancy  P.  and  Mary, 
deceased;  Thomas  E.,  of  Palmyra,  and  owner  of 
the  old  homestead,  and  William  B. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  December  3, 
1849,  Marion  County,  Mo.  His  first  years 
were  spent  on  the  old  farm  where  he  obtained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  agricultural  life.  Upon 
completing  his  district  school  education  he  went 
to.  Palmyra  Seminary  where  he  remained  for  five 
terms.  In  1874  he  came  to  Hannibal  and  em¬ 
barked  in  the  retail  grocery  business,  but  fifteen 
months  later  engaged  with  Hearne,  Herriman 
&  Company,  first  as  a  clerk  and  later  as  a  book¬ 
keeper.  Mr.  Curd  then  went  to  Texas,  locating 
at  Texarkana,  and  engaged  in  the  sawmill  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  firm  name  of  Kizer,  Curd  &  Com¬ 
pany,  where  he  remained  until  1879,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Hannibal  and  entered  the  office  of 
Herriman  &  Curd,  first  as  clerk,  then  as  book¬ 
keeper.  He  remained  in  this  capacity  until  the 
company  was  incorporated,  when  he  became  a 
member  of  the  same.  The  company  was  founded 
by  John  Ure  &  Company  in  1865,  later  it  was 
known  as  Plearne,  Herriman  &  Company,  then  as 


Herriman  &  Waples.  When  John  Herriman  died 
April  7,1883,  the  company  was  incorporated  under 
the  style  of  the  Herriman  &  Curd  Company,  with 
E.  W.  Herriman,  President,  and  W.  B.  Curd, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  as  such  it  remains 
to  the  present  day.  The  firm  have  a*planing  mill 
in  addition  to  the  lumber  yards  and  are  the  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  K.  D.  boxes  and  the  only  ones  in 
this  branch  of  the  business  in  the  city.  At  the 
planing  mill  they  turn  out  doors,  sashes,  mold¬ 
ings,  etc.,  and  their  trade  in  boxes  extends  to 
many  of  the  Eastern,  Western  and  Southern 
States.  Their  lumber  is  obtained  chiefly  in  Wis¬ 
consin  and  Minnesota.  The  firm  handles  about 
20,000,000  feet  of  lumber  a  year,  and  their  trade 
is  constantly  increasing.  ' 

December  3,  1873,  occurred  the  union  of  Mr. 
Curd  and  Celeste  B.,  daughter  of  John  and  Har¬ 
riet  E.  (Rov/land)  Herriman.  The  father  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  December  7,  1818,  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  At  an  early  day 
he  located  in  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  where  he  resided 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  leading  Demo¬ 
crat  and  a  public  spirited  man  in  every  particular. 
November  2,  1874,  the  only  son  of  our  subject  and 
wife,  namely:  Edward  U.,  was  born.  His  death 
occurred  less  than  a  year  larer,  August  21,  1875. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curd  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  South  and  contribute 
liberally  of  their  means  to  its  support.  Mr.  Curd 
has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  Mystic  Lodge  No.  17, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  Hannibal 
Camp  No.  2129,  M.  W.  of  A.,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  December,  1893.  He  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  Venerable  Consul.  In  his  political 
faith  he  is  an  unswerving  supporter  of  the 
Democracy. 


OLIVER  OVIATT.  This  worthy  resident 
of  Marion  County  is  the  owner  of  a  pro¬ 
ductive  farm  on  Section  3,  Township  59, 
Range  8.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been 
born  in  Trumbull  County,  March  12,  1849, 
Loren  and  Mary  (Thompson)  Oviatt,  also  born 
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in  the  Buckeye  State.  The  father  was  a  black¬ 
smith  by  trade,  which  occupation  he  followed 
all  his  life.  During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
was  a  resident  of  Ottawa  County,  Mich.,  where 
his  death  occurred  July  4,  1888.  His  good  wife 
departed  this  life  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  m 
1869. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  a  family 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  Sidney  was  the 
eldest.  The  others  were  named  respectively 
Marion,  Frank,  George,  Oliver,  the  twin  of 
George,  Loren,  and  Alice.  They  were  all  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  County  and 
are  now  well  established  in  life. 

Our  subject  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
began  the  struggle  of  life  on  his  own  account, 
and  for  the  first  two  years  thereafter  was  engaged 
in  farming  with  his  father.  He  was  very  indus¬ 
trious  and  economical,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  was  the  possessor  of  a  snug  little  sum  of 
money.  September  22,  1871,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Laura  Brooks,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in 
November,  1849.  Her  parents  were  John  T.  and 
Priscilla  (Leach)  Brooks,  also  born  in  that  State, 
whence  they  came  to  Marion  County,  Mo.,  about 
1881.  They  are  still  residents  of  this  locality, 
and  occupy  a  good  farm  near  that  of  our  subject. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Oviatt  removed  to 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  a  few 
years  engaged  in  farming  on  a  tract  of  fifty-three 
acres  which  he  had  purchased.  In  1882,  how¬ 
ever,  we  find  him  living  in  this  county,  occupy¬ 
ing  what  was  known  as  the  Gullion  farm.  He 
was  a  renter  of  this  property  for  three  years, 
when  he  removed  to  another  tract  and  also  oper¬ 
ated  it  as  a  renter  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
After  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  returned  with 
his  family  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  for  the 
three  years  following  was  a  farmer  of  that  county. 
Being  convinced  at  this  time  that  Missouri  was 
by  far  the  better  farming  region,  he  again  be¬ 
came  a  resident  within  its  bounds,  this  time  pur¬ 
chasing  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing. 
This  tract  is  forty  acres  in  extent,  and  although 
not  as  large  as  some  in  the  vicinity,  is  cultivated 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  yields  its  owner  a  good 
income.  It  was  all  timber  land  when  he  took 


possession,  but  it  now  bears  the  best  of  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  the  needful 
machinery,  and  Mr.  Oviatt  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  progressive  and  influential  men  of 
the  neighbarhood. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  three  children,  Carl,  William,  and  Minnie. 
They  are  intelligent  and  well  educated,  and  the 
sons  are  of  great  assistance  to  their  father  in 
carrying  on  the  farm  work.  Mr.  Oviatt  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  they  take  an  act¬ 
ive  part. 


Andrew  J.  rice,  residing  on  Section  24, 
Township  56,  Range  5,  known  as  Center 
Township,  was  born  in  Garrard  County, 
Ky.,  March  i,  1820.  He  is  of  German  ancestry, 
his  grandfather,  Andrew  Rice,  being  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Garrard  County,  Ky.,  at  a  very  early 
day.  He  purchased  there  a  large  tract  of  land 
about  twenty-five  miles  south  of  Lexington  and 
midway  between  Lanca.ster  and  Danville.  This 
was  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  county,  and  here 
he  built  one  of  the  finest  stone  houses  in  that  sec¬ 
tion,  it  being  of  the  best  stone,  of  variegated  color. 
Here  he  engaged  in  planting  and  distilling.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig.  He  died  on  this  farm  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Fork  Church 
cemetery.  His  wife  died  in  Indiana,  where  she 
lived  with  her  daughter,  and  where  her  remains 
were  interred.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  who 
lived  and  died  in  Garrard  County;  John,  who 
moved  to  Floyd  County,  Ind.;  Isaac,  who  located 
first  in  Illinois  and  later  in  Ralls  County,  Mo., 
where  he  died;  George,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Joseph,  who  came  to  Ralls  County  in  an  early 
day  and  has  since  died;  Absalom,  who  left  home 
when  a  boy  and  was  never  again  heard  from; 
David,  who  located  in  Ralls  County,  but  in  the 
gold  excitement  went  to  California  and  there 
died;  Mary,  who  married  Isaac  Fleckner;  Eliza- 
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beth,  who  married  Charles  Rice,  who  was,  how¬ 
ever,  no  relative,  moved  to  Ralls  Count>-. 

George  Rice,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  on  the  old  farm  in  Garrard  Count>',  Ky., 
and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  such  educa¬ 
tion  as  the  schools  of  that  time  afforded.  He 
never  left  the  home  place  until  late  in  life.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Xanc}'  (Byers  »  Smith.  She  was  also  a  native  of 
that  count}',  while  her  parents  were  natives  of 
Mrginia.  X’ine  children  were  born  to  them; 
Xanc}',  who  married  John  Polk  and  moved  near 
Danville,  Ky.;  Mary,  who  married  John  Marks- 
bury  and  came  to  Missouri  with  her  parents ;  her 
husband  went  to  California  and  there  died;  she  re¬ 
mained  in  Missouri  and  married  William  Wasson ; 
Andrew  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Daniel  O.  Pollard,  removed  to  Mis¬ 
souri  where,  after  his  death,  she  married  R.  X. 
Leek,  who  was  killed  during  the  war;  she  then 
married  Xelson  Griggs,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Jesse,  who  went  to  California  with  his  father  and 
was  ambushed  and  killed  by  the  Indians;  he  ma’'- 
ried,  a  few  days  before  leaving  Missouri,  Martha 
Smith;  Jacob  went  to  California  and  there  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Glascock  and  moved  to  }^Iontana,  where 
he  represented  his  count}'  in  the  Legislature  and 
was  killed  by  the  Indians;  George,  who  died 
in  childhood;  Barbara,  who  came  to  Missouri, 
married  Heniy'  E.  McCune  and  moved  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  where  she  still  lives;  Sarah,  who  married 
Xathaniel  T.  Williams  in  Missouri  and  moved  to 
California,  where  she  now  resides. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  and  the  division  of 
the  estate  George  Rice  came  into  possession  of 
the  homestead.  He  also  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  and  conducted  the  farm  as  his 
father  before  him  had  done,  operating  a  distiller}' 
and  cariy  ing  on  general  farming.  He  remained 
in  Kentucky  until  the  spring  of  1845,  when  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Ralls  Count}',  Mo.,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Spencer  Township,  where  he  first  pur¬ 
chased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
and,  after  that,  other  tracts  for  his  children.  Here 
he  engaged  in  farming  until  1850,  when  he  went 
to  California  on  a  prospecting  tour,  engaging  in 
mining  for  a  time  and  afterward  in  farming.  He 


was  so  well  pleased  with  the  countiy'  that  he  ne\'er 
left  the  State,  but  sent  for  his  wife,  who  joined 
him  two  years  later,  and  both  have  since  died 
there. 

Andrew  J.  Rice,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
passed  his  early  life  on  the  home  farm  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  receiving  but  a  limited  education  in 
the  district  schools.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Xovember  16, 
1848,  when  he  married  Susan  K.  Smelser,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Martha  ( ^IcConnell)  Smel¬ 
ser.  She  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  Count}',  Ky., 
of  which  her  father  and  mother  were  also  na¬ 
tives.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rice  bought  two 
h'undred  and  fift}'  acres  of  land  on  Spencer  Creek, 
in  Jasper  Count}',  on  which  he  moved  and  where 
he  remained  ses'en  years;  he  then  bought  the  place 
where  he  now  resides,  which  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  sixt}'  acres.  He  added  to  this  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  and 
twent}'  acres.  He  followed  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  being  principally  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  mules  and  jacks.  Many  a  head  of  stock 
from  his  farm  has  been  taken  to  California,  and 
his  stock  is  known  throughout  the  whole  State. 
While  generally  successful  in  all  business  mat¬ 
ters,  he  has  met  with  some  misfortunes.  In  1890 
.  he  became  one  of  three  bondsmen  for  a  friend  in 
the  sum  of  fort}'  thousand  dollars.  His  friend  not 
paying  the  note,  his  farm  and  personal  propert}' 
were  seized  by  the  Sheriff  and  sold  to  pay  the  de- 
;  ficienc}',  amounting  to  about  five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  However,  he  arranged  to  meet  the  obliga¬ 
tion  and  regained  his  propert}'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  has  been  a  Master 
Mason  for  fort}'  years,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs 
in  the  Blue  Lodge.  He  has  been  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  for  twenty  years,  and  is  now  King  in  the 
Chapter. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rice,  five  of  whom  are  living.  The  first  child 
died  in  infancy;  George,  now  living  a  retired  life, 
was  for  four  years  Sheriff  of  Ralls  Count}';  John, 
who  is  single,  remains  at  home;  Mar}',  wife  of 
George  Flowerree,  of  Ralls  Count}';  Rhoda,  who 
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first  married  T.  Briscoe  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
William  Benedict,  of  Ralls  Count}';  Roy,  who 
married  Malia  Smith,  now  resides  in  the  Town 
of  Center,  following  agricultural  pursuits;  Jo¬ 
anna,  now  deceased;  an  infant  son,  unnamed. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Rice  has  suffered  from 
partial  loss  of  sight,  and  for  three  years  has  been 
unable  to  read.  He  has  consulted  oculists  of  St. 
Louis  and  Kansas  Cit}',  but  has  received  no 
benefit.  Xo  family  in  Ralls  Count}'  is  more 
greatly  esteemed  than  that  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 


NATHAXIEL  B.  SUTTOX.  We  present 
a  pleasing  picture  of  advanced  age 
after  a  well-spent  and  prosperous  life. 
Mr.  Sutton  can  look  back  upon  the  years  that 
inten  ene  between  childhood  and  age  and  live 
over  in  memor}'  all  the  joys  and  triumphs  that 
cro\\'ned  an  effort  to  benefit  self  and  neighbors  at 
the  same  time.  True,  he  has  experienced  the 
usual  amount  of  “ups  and  dow'ns"  that  come  al¬ 
most  invariably  to  a  busy  career,  but  on  the 
whole  he  and  his  good  mfe  have  known  much 
of  success  and  happiness.  This  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  passed 
their  days  in  peace,  free  from  the  dissipations  and 
vexations  of  the  gay  world.  ^Ir.  Sutton  was 
bom  in  Spencer  Township,  Pike  Count}',  where 
he  is  now  residing.  Februar}'  2,  1827,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Eliza  (  Rackeba  *  Sutton.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  Count}'.  Ky..  and 
was  bom  on  Christmas  Day,  1792;  he  died  in 
1883.  He  was  the  son  of  Xathaniel  Sutton,  a 
native  of  \*irginia.  The  ■  grandfatlier  passed 
away  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  after  which  event 
his  u'idow  came  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Boone 
Count}',  where  her  son  was  liHng.  with  whom  she 
made  her  home  for  the  remainder  of  her  life, 
dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

On  his  mother’s  side  our  subject  is  also  de¬ 
scended  from  \'irginians.  for  she  was  bom  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  emigrating  to  Ralls  Count}'.  IMo.. 
with  her  mother  and  stepfather.  She  was  bom  [ 


in  August,  1806,  and  lived  until  September,  1889. 
Her  father,  William  Rackeba,  was  a  nativ'e  of 
\'irginia,  in  which  State  he  died.  Mrs.  Rackeba 
afterward  married  Jacob  Lewellen,  with  whom 
she  came  West,  and  for  the  remaining  years  of 
their  lives  they  followed  agriculture  in  Missouri. 

John  and  Eliza  Sutton  were  married  in  Ralls 
Coimt}'  in  1824  and  to  them  were  bom  thirteen 
children,  six  sons  and  seven  daughters,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Susan,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Jar¬ 
vis  Gentle,  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Township;  X'a- 
thaniel  B..  our  subject;  Qara  J.  and  William,  de¬ 
ceased;  George,  farming  in  Cahfomia:  Marion 
A.,  married  to  Gabriel  Hostetter,  a  farmer  of 
Peno  Township,  Pike  Count}';  Joe  A-,  likewse 
engaged  in  the  Golden  State:  C}'nthia,  married 
to  John  Lewellen,  is  a  resident  of  Audrain 
Count}',  Mo.  ;  Victoria,  w'idow  of  A.  James,  for¬ 
merly  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  this  count}': 
Dellia.  deceased,  was  the  w'ife  of  William  John¬ 
son.  also  dead:  John  A.,  practicing  medicine  in 
California:  George  A.,  farming  in  California, 
which  State  is  also  the  home  of  Pleasant  C..  who 
is  similarly  employed. 

The  father  of  these  children  was  a  farmer  of 
prominence  in  Pike  Count}',  and  also  derived  a 
good  income  from  the  manufacture  of  chairs.  He 
\ms  never  an  office-holder,  but  as  an  upright  citi¬ 
zen  was  justly  desem'ing  of  the  respect  conferred 
uopn  him  as  a  useful  member  of  the  communit}'. 

In  1851  Mr.  Sutton  married  !Miss  PoUy  Brice, 
who  was  bom  in  this  township.  October  19,  1834, 
and  died  iMarch  13.  1865.  To  them  were  bom 
eight  children:  John  and  William,  deceased: 
Samuel,  a  faraier  in  Audrain  Count}'.  Mo.: 
Eugene,  a  faraier  of  Xebraska.  and  Treasurer  of 
Chase  Count}':  Erastus.  died  in  infancy:  Susanna, 
deceased:  Jefferson  D..  faraiing  in  Audrain 
Count}' :  Robert  L..  a  prominent  attorney  of  Lin¬ 
coln  Count}'.  Mo. 

Our  subject  chose  for  his  second  wife.  Miss 
Dazrine  Grafford,  who  was  bom  in  Macon 
County.  Mo..  July  28.  1849.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Elza  and  Margaret  (Thomasi  Grafford, 
highly  respected  residents  of  this  section.  The 
union  of  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  was  celebrated  June 
2t.  1868.  and  their  ten  children  are  named  as  fol- 
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lows;  Addle,  George  E.  and  Willie,  at  home; 
Abbie  L.,  wife  of  George  Reading,  a  fanner  of 
this  township;  Olie,  died  in  infancy;  Maude,  wife 
of  Frank  Reading;  Maggie,  died  when  young, 
as  did  al-so  Grade;  James  B.  and  Mary  V.,  with 
their  parents. 

When  twenty-four  years  old  our  subject  left 
home  and  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  His 
first  step  was  to  rent  a  farm;  after  managing  this 
for  two  years  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of 
land,  which  he  was  ten  years  in  clearing  from 
debt.  He  had  been  reared  by  a  farmer  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  industry  of  farming  was  worth 
a  great  deal  to  him  and  was  in  a  great  measure 
the  secret  of  his  marvelous  success.  He  soon 
owned  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  of  which 
he  has  retained  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres 
in  his  present  farm.  He  is  truly  self-made,  and 
his  handsome  competence  has  been  acquired  by 
the  sweat  of  his  brow.  He  has  never  aspired 
to  hold  office,  though  he  is  greatly  interested  in 
public  affairs  and  especially  so  in  the  success  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
with  his  good  wife  is  highly  esteemed  by  those 
who  know  them  for  their  consistent  and  useful 
lives. 


AMES  H.  C.  BONDURANT  is  a  retired 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Spencer  Town¬ 
ship,  Pike  County.  He  is  a  native  and  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  this  township,  where  he  has 
passed  his  entire  life  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  when  he  operated  a  farm  in  Indiana.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  School  Director  and  has 
held  other  local  offices  of  more  or  less  importance. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Ephraim  M.,  born  in  1800, 
died  in  1885.  In  early  days  he  emigrated  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  with  his  parents,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Davis)  Bondurant,  likewise  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  The  former  was  a  farmer  and  was 
also  a  practicing  physician.  About  1831  Ephraim 
M.  Bondurant  removed  to  Pike  County,  and 
within  its  limits  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 


with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Indiana. 
He  married  Jane  West,  who  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  whose  death  occurred  in  1883  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  She  was  a  daughter  cf 
William  and  Mariah  (Vant)  West,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  who  moved  to  Kentucky  and  thence  to 
Indiana.  Mr.  West  was  a  farmer  and  a  cabinet 
maker  by  trade.  The  marriage  of  our  subject’s 
parents  was  blessed  with  six  sons  and  six 
daughters:  William,  deceased;  Joseph,  a  farmer 
of  this  township;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  G.  W. 
Swain  of  Bates  County,  Mo.;  Serelda,  deceased, 
wife  of  T.  Kindred,  a  stock-dealer  of  this  place; 
J.  H.  C.,  of  this  sketch;  George  T.,  a  farmer  of 
Audrain  County,  Mo.;  Mariah  and  Rebecca,  de¬ 
ceased;  Ben  F.,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Jeffer¬ 
son  N.,  a  merchant  of  Vandalia,  Mo.;  Susan  A., 
deceased,  and  Sarah  W.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  February  18, 
1835,  and  his  boyhood  passed  happily  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  this  township.  On  reaching  his 
majority  the  young  man  set  forth  to  paddle  his 
own  canoe  and  obtaining  a  position  with  a  neigh¬ 
bor  worked  at  $12  to  $15  per  month  for  about  two 
years.  He  then  rented  a  farm  for  the  same  length 
of  time  and  having  laid  aside  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  purchased  a  tract  of  land  which  he  im¬ 
proved.  After  living  on  the  homestead  for  nearly 
twenty-five  years  he  traded  it  for  another  farm, 
and  there  continued  to  dwell  for  about  seven 
years,  since  when  he  moved  to  his  present  home 
of  fourteen  acres,  which  joins  Curryville. 

In  1862  Mr.  Bondurant  married  Ellen  R.  Lacy, 
who  was  born  in  Pike  County  in  1837.  Her 
parents  were  Jonathan  and  Lydia  (Barbe)  Lacy, 
natives  of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  this  county 
about  1835.  They  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  on  their  farm  in  Spencer  Towmship,  the 
father  dying  in  1847,  aged  forty-three  years  and 
the  wife  in  1863.  Their  only  son,  Abraham,  is 
deceased;  Susan  is  the  widow  of  William  Bon¬ 
durant  of  this  township;  Catherine  married 
William  Ayres,  a  farmer  of  this  vicinity,  and 
Martha,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Bondurant. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 
daughters,  Alice  J.  and  Ollie  B.  The  elder  mar¬ 
ried  J.  N.  Pace,  a  merchant  of  Curryville.  The 
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young  couple  have  three  children,  Mary  L, 
Joseph  L.  and  Grace  B.  The  younger  daughter 
of  our  subject  is  unmarried  and  resides  with  her 
parents. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Bondurant  served  for  six 
months  and  seven  days  in  Company  E,  Mounted 
Infantry  of  the  South,  under  General  Price,  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Pea 
Ridge.  He  was  honorably  discharged  and  left 
the  service  at  Van  Buren,  Ark.  Politically  he 
uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  good  standing  and  Mrs.  Bondurant 
is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


Thomas  jefferson  nalley,  one 

of  the  representative  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  this  county,  was  born  on  the 
same  farm  where  he  now  makes  his  home,  Janu¬ 
ary  27,  1856.  He  was  the  youngest  member  of 
the  parental  family,  which  included  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  born  to  James  S.  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Rector) 
Nalley,  of  whom  two  survive.  These  are  Charles 
William  Davenport  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  this 
sketch. 

James  Simpson  Nalley  was  born  in  Virginia, 
June  7,  1812.  There  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
became  a  farmer,  to  which  occupation  he  had 
been  trained. 

Elizabeth  M.  Nalley  was  born  in  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion  April  II,  1820.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Vincent  and  Artimacy  (Bowie)  Rector,  who  for 
years  were  old  and  honored  residents  of  Virginia. 
There  she  grew  to  noble  womanhood  and  met 
and  married  the  father  of  our  subject,  February 
23,  1841.  Her  father  was  born  August  21,  1782, 
and  followed  an  agricultural  life.  He  came  to 
Missouri  in  an  early  day  and  located  in  Pike 
County,  where  the  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed.  His  wife  was  born  September  25, 
1784,  and  was  married  to  Vincent  Rector  on 
Christmas  Day,  1809.  She  died  October  20,  1843. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 


under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  thus 
early  in  life  he  assumed  the  management  of  the 
home  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  on 
which  he  has  continued  to  reside. 

Hezekiah,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  in  Halifax  County,  Va.,  June  17, 
1781.  His  death  occurred  May  12,  1861.  He 
came  to  Pike  County  in  1840  from  Virginia,  and 
settled  on  the  subject’s  present  homestead,  where 
he  remained  for  the  balance  of  his  days.  He 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Hezekiah  was  the 
son  of  Aaron  and  Sallie  (Bozzile)  Nalley,  who 
were  natives  of  England  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  early  days,  where  they  remained 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  dying  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
Hezekiah  was  married  to  Susanna  Bowie  April 
22,  1810,  in  Virginia,  where  she  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  22,  1791. 

Mr.  Nalley  was  married  October  ii,  1876  to 
Miss  Clarissa  Duffie  Bryson,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  A.  Bryson,  a  sketch  of  whom 
the  reader  will  find  on  another  page  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  Nalley  is  a  woman  of  many  personal  and  in¬ 
tellectual  charms,  and  her  pleasing  manners  and 
sunny  disposition  endear  her  to  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  three  children,  namely:  James  William, 
whose  birth  occurred  October  12,  1877;  Thomas 
J.,  February  15,  1880,  and  Annie,  February  27, 
1887.  Mr.  Nalley  is  a  thoroughly  practical  farmer 
and  his  progressive  spirit  has  placed  him  in  the 
front  rank  among  the  substantial  agriculturists 
of  the  county.  He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years 
a  breeder  of  blooded  stock,  and  in  connection 
with  this  industry  has  gained  an  enviable  repu¬ 
tation. 

His  residence  is  a  commodious  and  pleasant 
building  and  its  location  is  one  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  in  this  section.  He  is  an  affable  and  cour¬ 
teous  gentleman,  hospitable  and  kind,  and  com¬ 
mands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  in  religion  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church.  He  is  a  liberal 
contributor  to  all  worthy  enterprises  and  justly 
deserv'es  an  honored  place  among  the  representa¬ 
tive  citizens  of  Pike  County. 


ISAAC  XEWTOX  BRYSOX  is  one  of  the 
oldest  living  pioneers  of  Pike  County,  and  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  Louisiana,  Ho. 
He  came  with  his  parents  in  i8i6,  to  what  was 
then  the  territory  of  Hissouri,  the  father  pre¬ 
empting  land  in  Pike  County,  which  is  now  the 
site  of  Louisiana.  Our  subject  has  continuously 
made  his  home  in  that  place  for  the  past  sixty-  : 
four  years,  and  has  seen  it  advanced  from  a  tiny 
village  to  the  large  and  thriving  place  which  it  is 
today.  Though  he  has  never  cared  for  official 
honors  he  sers'ed  for  several  years  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council.  During  the  war  he  firmly  ! 
maintained  the  supremacy  of  the  Government  j 
and  was  an  ardent  Union  man.  ' 

Our  subject  was  born  on  a  farm  near  York-  j 
ville,  S.  C.,  February  13,  1809,  being  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  fCraig)  Br\'son.  His  ! 
brothers  and  sisters  are  named  as  follows:  Will-  ^ 
iam,  Mary  E.  Venable,  Catharine  Brown,  and  , 
Martha  Jane  Yeater,  all  now  deceased.  William  j 
died  in  1864,  having  reared  seven  daughters  and  1 
two  sons.  The  latter,  William  X’.  and  John,  are  | 
now  living  on  the  old  Bryson  homestead,  and  ' 
their  sisters,  with  the  exception  of  one,  who  is 
deceased,  are  all  married  and  have  families  of 
their  own.  John  Bryson,  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  after  selling  the  land  on  which  Louisiana 
is  now  located,  purchased  a  farm  on  Grassy  j 
Creek,  five  miles  west  of  there,  and  died  thereon  i 
in  1821.  i 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  1.  X'.  Bryson  con-  1 
tinned  to  cultivate  the  homestead  for  his  mother  , 


until  reaching  manhood.  Her  death  occurred 
in  1849.  He  attended  the  old-time  subscription 
schools  and  when  in  his  twentieth  year  com¬ 
menced  teaching  and  was  thus  employed  for  two 
years.  In  Februar}',  1831,  he  came  to  Louisiana 
and  was  employed  in  the  store  of  Campbell  & 
Burbridge  as  a  clerk  for  three  years.  He  then 
became  associated  with  John  L.  Williams  under 
the  firm  name  of  Williams  &  Bryson,  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  general  mercantile  business.  His  part¬ 
ner  died  some  eighteen  months  later  and  Mr. 
Bryson  continued  the  business,  under  the  fimi 
name  until  the  term  of  their  partnership  expired 
in  1838.  The  following  year  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  William  C.  Hardin  and  Julius  C. 
Jackson,  under  the  title  of  I.  X.  BiA'son  &  Co., 
but  Mr.  Jackson  soon  retired  from  the  firm.  For 
fifteen  years,  or  until  1855,  the  firm  did  business 
under  the  same  title  and  in  1845  up  the  block 
of  stores  on  the  corner  of  !Main  and  Georgia 
streets,  which  they  still  own.  Since  1855  Mr. 
Br\'son  has  never  embarked  in  commercial  pur¬ 
suits  but  has  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  and 
owns  two  farms  in  this  vicinity,  leasing  the  same 
to  tenants.  In  1877  he  lost  heavily  by  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  X'ational  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  at  St.  Louis,  in  which  he  was  a  stock¬ 
holder.  He  was  interested  in  the  organization 
of  the  Louisiana  &  Middletown  ^Macadamized 
Road  Company  in  1853,  and  served  as  secretary 
for  fifteen  years.  Formerly  he  was  a  Whig,  but 
is  now  a  Democrat. 

December  24,  1848,  Mr.  Br}'son  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  S.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catherine 
(Jones)  Baird.  They  have  four  children:  Or¬ 
pheus  C.,  an  attorney-at-law;  Isaac  X^.,  Jr.,  pro¬ 
prietor  and  editor  of  the  Louisiana  Press;  Ora 
B.,  wife  of  Robert  H.  Williams,  of  the  same 
place,  and  !Mollie  F.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Br\'son, 
their  two  sons  and  youngest  daughter  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church. 


GEORGE  W.  PEAK,  SR. 
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George  W.  peak,  SR.  The  record  of 

a  useful,  well-spent  life  not  only  perpet¬ 
uates  the  deeds  of  him  who  has  thus 
lived,  but  is  also  most  instructive  as  a  guide  and 
an  incentive  to  others.  In  writing  this  brief  me¬ 
morial  of  Mr.  Peak,  we  are  but  doing  justice  to 
one  who  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life  in  Marion 
County,  and  whose  influence  for  good  has  been 
felt  in  both  the  business  and  social  circles  of  his 
community.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county, 
he  is  entitled  to  prominent  mention  on  the  pages 
of  this  volume.  For  many  years  a  witness  of  the 
development  of  this  section  of  the  state,  he  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  its  material  progress  and  won 
for  himself  a  name  as  a  public-spirited  and  pro¬ 
gressive  citizen. 

In  introducing  this  biographical  review,  some 
mention  of  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Peak  will  be  of 
interest.  He  is  the  son  of  Spencer  and  Nancy 
(Taylor)  Peak,  natives  of  Virginia.  His  father, 
who  came  to  Marion  County  in  1837,  settled  in 
Round  Grove  Township,  where  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  engaged  extensively  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  and  having  upon  his  place  a 
number  of  slaves.  From  an  early  day  he  was 
identified  with  the  Christian  Churdi,  and  in  that 
faith  he  died  in  i860,  aged  sixty  years.  His 
father,  Jesse  Peak,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
was  a  member  of  a  Virginian  family,  but  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  was  occupied  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  Nancy 
(Taylor)  Peak  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Blanche  Taylor,  also  natives  of  Virginia,  whence 
they  removed  to  Marion  County  about  1840  and 
here  remained  until  death.  John  Taylor  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 


consisted  of  the  following  eight  children:  Win¬ 
nie,  Mrs.  William  Roy;  Nancy,  Mrs.  Jefferson 
Bright;  Serena,  who  married  James  Kelley,  a 
farmer  of  this  county;  Emily,  widow  of  John 
Anderson  of  Texas;  Lydia,  Mrs.  August  Rickett; 
George  W. ;  John,  who  died  unmarried  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age;  and  William,  a  retired  farmer  of  this 
county.  All  are  deceased  excepting  Emily  and 
William. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  March  29,  1812.  He  accompanied  his 
father  to  Vlarion  County  in  1833,  and  soon  after 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Martin,  natives  of  Virginia.  This 
lady  died  some  seven  years  later,  leaving  no  chil¬ 
dren.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Peak  united 
him  with  Mrs.  Sedonia  Simmons,  who  was  born 
in  Louisiana,  Mo.,  and  died  September  7,  1874. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  had  one  son.  Prank 
Simmons.  By  her  union  with  our  subject  three 
children  were  born,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
George  W.,  the  son,  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  Mary  N.,  the  daughter,  was  born 
October  18,  1870,  grew  to  womanhood  in  her 
native  county,  and  IMarch  7,  1895,  was  married 
to  Richard  Barber,  a  native  of  Edgar  (bounty.  Ill., 
born  October  25,  1868.  They  are  now  residing 
on  the  old  Peak  homestead  which  consists  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Mrs.  Barber  is  a  lady 
of  refined  tastes  and  estimable  character,  and  is 
popular  in  the  social  circles  of  the  township. 

After  his  first  marriage,  George  W.  Peak,  Sr., 
located  on  the  homestead  where  Mrs.  Barber  now 
resides,  and  there  he  remained  until  his  death, 
September  15,  1885.  While  he  made  general 
farming  his' life  work,  he  also  devoted  consider¬ 
able  attention  to  stock-raising,  in  which  he  was 
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very  successful.  Politically  he  advocated  Demo-  j 
cratic  doctrines,  but  never  cared  for  official  dis¬ 
tinction.  At  the  close  of  an  honorable  life  he 
passed  quietly  from  earth,  leaving  a  record  of 
good  deeds  as  a  legacy  to  his  children  and  a  well- 
spent  life  as  an  example  to  the  world. 


JAIMES  SCOTT.  This  prominent  old  resi¬ 
dent  of  IMarion  Coiinty  has  lived  for  about 
fifty  years  on  his  present  farm,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  Section  32,  Township  59,  Range  7. 
During  his  early  years  he  cleared  it  of  the  heavy 
timber  with  which  it  was  covered,  and  now  keeps 
upward  of  ninety  acres  under  cultivation. 

A  native  of  Kentucky,  our  subject  was  born 
in  Henry  County,  near  Cambridge,  June  i,  1819. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  and  IMary  (Campbell) 
Scott,  also  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State, 
whence  they  came  to  Missouri  in  1845,  locating 
on  Section  32,  this  township.  Here  the  father 
purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land,  and  made 
it  his  home  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in 
1848.  His  wife  survived  him  forty  years,  pass¬ 
ing  away  in  1888.  To  them  was  born  a  family  of 
six  children,  of  whom  Samuel,  the  eldest,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  J.  McChristie,  and  lives  in  Sheridan, 
Mo.;  John  married  Fanny  Hughbank,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Knox  County;  William  chose  for  his 
wife  Lucinda  Bowles,  and  both  are  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Lucinda  became  the  wife  of  Simon  John¬ 
son,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  this  township : 
Grace  (Mrs.  Medley  Ward)  is  deceased,  and  our 
subject  was  the  youngest  of  the  household.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a  farmer  throughout  life 
and  was  fairly  successful  in  his  undertakings.  He 
was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  in  which  body  he  was  an 
active  and  influential  worker. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  fairly  well  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  county,  being  permitted  to  at¬ 
tend  school  only  a  short  period  of  each  year,  as 
his  services  were  in  demand  on  the  farm.  When 
ready  to  establish  in  life  for  himself  he  was  mar¬ 


ried,  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  April  15,  1840,  to 
!Miss  Martha  Johnson.  She  was  born  in  that 
County,  October  22,  1825.  The  young  couple 
spent  one  year  after  their  marriage  in  Henry 
County,  Ky.,  when  they  crossed  the  line  into 
Missouri  and  settled  on  rented  land  in  Round 
Grove  Township,  IMarion  County.  This  they 
operated  for  several  years,  when  IMr.  Scott  was 
enabled  to  invest  in  property  of  his  own.  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  eighty-two  acres,  on  which  there  were 
scarcely  any  improvements.  He  is  now,  how¬ 
ever,  engaged  in  general  farming  on  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eight  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  has 
been  made  so  by  hard  work  on  his  part.  He 
raises  the  usual  amoiint  of  grain  and  horses,  cat¬ 
tle  and  swine  of  good  breeds.  He  has  made  this 
place  his  home  ever  since  locating  upon  it,  and 
has  therefore  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  marvel¬ 
ous  changes  and  growth  which  this  township  has 
passed  through.  In  the  early  days  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  few  and  far  between,  and  the 
most  frequent  visitors  to  the  home  of  this  old 
pioneer  was  wild  game,  which  could  be  had  for 
the  shooting.  He  aided  in  laying  out  roads, 
building  bridges  and  indeed  took  a  part  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  region  for  settlement  by  a  later  gen¬ 
eration. 

To  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Scott  there  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  are:  Henrietta,  now  the  wife  of  Stephen 
Terrick,  who  lives  in  Round  Grove  Township, 
where  he  is  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  carpenter; 
Emily,  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Dunn,  who  makes  his 
home  in  the  same  locality;  Priscilla  is  now  Mrs. 
Joseph  Burts,  and  her  home  is  on  a  farm  in 
Shelby  County,  this  State;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of 
Mhlliam  Myers,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Annie  was 
Mrs.  William  P.  Bowles,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Ella  married  Gabriel  IMarksbury;  Simon  married 
Jennie  Stovall,  and  is  farming  in  Round  Grove 
Township;  George  R.,  better  known  in  the  county 
as  “IMoses,”  married  I\Iett  Hickman.  The  eldest 
of  the  family,  John,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war,  and  died  while  confined  in  prison  in 
St.  Louis.  The  two  youngest  of  the  family  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  infancy. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
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Democratic  principles  and  measures.  He  has 
never  had  any  desire  to  hold  ofifice  and  has 
steadily  refrained  from  accepting  such  honor. 
He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Baptist  Church,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  for  many  years,  and 
as  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  township,  he 
is  highly  respected  and  honored. 


Henry  C.  GIBBS,  M.  D.  This  prominent 
resident  of  Curryville,  in  addition  to  prac¬ 
ticing  the  profession  for  which  he  seems  to 
be  rarely  adapted  by  nature  and  temperament,  is 
also  the  proprietor  of  a  reliable  drug  .store  in 
that  place.  He  is  a  native  of  Pike  County  and 
was  born  in  Hartford  Township,  April  29,  1856. 
His  parents  were  John  L.  and  Martha  J.  (Long) 
Gibbs,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  and  died  in  January,  1887,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  His  father  bore  the  name  of  Wil¬ 
liam  L.  Gibbs,  native  of  Kentucky,  and  by  two 
marriages  became  the  father  of  seven  children. 
The  mother  of  John  L.  was  likewise  a  Kentuck¬ 
ian  by  birth  and  with  her  husband  emigrated  to 
Lewis  County,  Mo.,  in  1847,  making  their  home 
in  that  locality  for  the  remaining  years  of  their 
lives.  Like  many  of  its  best  residents,  they  were 
farmers  and  became  well-to-do. 

Mrs.  Martha  J.  Gibbs  was  born  in  Hartfor<l 
Township,  this  county,  January  13,  1829,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Levi  and  Sally  (Trower)  Long, 
natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  whence  they 
came  to  Pike  County  two  years  prior  to  the  re¬ 
moval  hither  of  her  husband’s  parents.  They, 
too,  were  farmers  and  were  prospered  greatly 
in  all  their  undertakings.  Their  family  included 
three  daughters  and  one  son.  The  latter,  named 
John,  is  farming  in  Montgomery  County,  Mo.; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  James  Stephen,  a  farmer  of 
Hartford  Township,  this  county;  Martha  J.,  sub¬ 
ject’s  mother,  makes  her  home  in  Curryville; 
Susan  is  deceased. 

John  L.  and  IMartha  J.  Gibbs  were  married  in 
Hartford  Township,  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  their 


four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  named:  William 
L.,  who  is  pastor  of  the  Christian  Church,  Abi¬ 
lene,  Taylor  County,  Tex.;  Annie  S.,  who  is  de¬ 
ceased;  John  L.,  who  is  a  farmer  of  Hartford 
Township;  Cornelius  V.,  who  is  deceased.  Dr. 
Henry  C.,  of  this  sketch. 

Dr.  Gibbs  and  Miss  Hermena  T.  Wernecke 
were  married  May  23,  1883.  The  lady  was  born 
at  Middletown,  Montgomery  County,  Mo., 
March  22,  1863,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Detrich 
H.  and  Annie  T.  (Meyer)  Wernecke.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  born  in  Germany,  and  Detrich  H.,  on 
emigrating  to  this  country  in  1855,  continued 
his  way  westward  to  Missouri,  and  passed  the  re¬ 
maining  years  of  his  life  in  St.  Louis.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  thither  a  few  years  later  by  his  wife.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  named  chil¬ 
dren:  Gergena,  wife  of  B.  F.  Braustetter,  a  car¬ 
penter  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Sarah  L.,  widow  of 
William  L.  Suggett,  of  Curryville;  Katie  A., 
widow  of  J.  H.  Rice,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Montgomery  County,  Mo.;  Hermena  T.,  now 
Mrs.  Gibbs;  Lydia  B.,  who  married  M.  E.  Sut¬ 
ton,  and  lives  at  Middletown;  Otto  W.,  a  retired 
druggist  of  Bowling  Green. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Hartford  Township,  and  owned  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  section.  He  brought  to  the 
consideration  of  all  subjects  presented  to  his 
mind  the  shrewdness  and  cautious  judgment 
which  characterized  his  agricultural  career.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Union  Army  but,  though  participat¬ 
ing  in  many  hard-fought  engagements,  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  During  these  years  he 
worked  on  the  place  in  summer  and  the  winter 
months  found  him  a  student  in  the  district  school. 
In  the  fall  of  1880  he  spent  ten  months  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  Columbian  State  University  of 
this  State,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  following  year 
began  the  study  of  his  profession  in  the  St.  Loui:i 
Medical  College,  where  he  remained  for  three 
terms.  In  the  spring  of  1884  he  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  and  immediately  located  at 
Middletown,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  in 
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partnership  with  Dr.  B.  W.  Ford.  In  March  of 
the  next  year  we  find  him  living  in  Curryville, 
actively  pursuing  his  calling.  He  has  a  large 
practice,  extending  even  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
county.  He  soon  became  noted  for  his  rare 
skill  in  the  treatment  of  different  cases  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  finest  physicians  in  this  section 
of  country. 

The  year  after  locating  here  he  purchased  the 
drug  store  which  he  has  sold  and  bought  back 
on  several  occasions;  now,  however,  he  is  con¬ 
ducting  this  in  connection  with  his  practice.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  large  land-owners  of  Pike  and 
surrounding  counties,  owning  one  hundred  acres 
in  Spencer  Township,  this  county,  which  he 
bought  in  1883.  The  previous  year  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Hart¬ 
ford  Township.  Besides  this  he  has  one  hundred 
and  six  acres  in  Audrain  County  and  forty  acres 
in  Indian  Township,  this  county,  making  in  all 
four  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres. 

Although  a  quiet  and  unassuming  man  the  doc¬ 
tor  is  an  influence  for  much  good  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  where  he  lives  and  where  his  every  deed  and 
act  are  guided  by  the  highest  principles  of  truth, 
integrity  and  morality.  He  is  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  members  of  the  Christian  Church  and  fore¬ 
most  in  every  good  work.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Hancock.  The  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbs  are  the- par¬ 
ents  of  two  sons:  Harry  Wernecke,  born  June 
22,  1886;  Freddy  Leonard,  born  January  20, 
1891. 


David  DUBACH,  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Hannibal,  was 
born  in  Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  Jan. 
15,  1826,  and  with  his  good  wife  is  happily  pass¬ 
ing  his  declining  years  in  the  attractive  residence 
which  he  planned  and  erected  for  himself.  He 
is  surrounded  by  many  friends  who  have  long  ap¬ 
preciated  his  noble  qualities  of  mind  and  heart, 
and  thoroughly  enjoys  life.  He  is  a  Director  in 
the  Hannibal  Bank  and  is  President  of  the  Delies 


Lumber  Company  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  occu¬ 
pies  a  like  position  with  the  Empire  or  Hannibal 
Milling  Company.  Besides  the  companies  men¬ 
tioned  he  is  interested  financially  in  many  other 
important  local  enterprises  and  his  influence  is 
always  given  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  in 
every  way. 

Our  subject’s  father,  John  Dubach,  was  born 
in  Switzerland,  and  in  1821,  with  his  family, 
started  with  a  colony  for  the  New  World.  The 
party  was  in  the  charge  of  Lord  Selkirk  and  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
who  had  planned  that  these  people  should  locate 
at  Pembina,  on  the  Red  River  of  the  North.  The 
Dubach  family  left  Canton  Neufchatel,  but  the 
other  colonists  came  from  different  parts  of 
Switzerland.  They  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Nel¬ 
son  River,  and  on  their  way  to  Hudson  Bay  they 
passed  within  three  leagues  of  Greenland.  They 
ascended  the  Nelson  River  nine  hundred  miles, 
and  located  at  Ft.  Selkirk,  on  the  Pembina  River. 
They  found  that  the  country  had  been  very  much 
misrepresented  to  them  and  tiring  of  waiting  for 
their  goods,  which  had  been  delayed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  for  nearly  a  year,  started  without 
them  across  the  plains,  to  Ft.  Snelling,  some  six 
hundred  miles.  They  used  wooden  carts  as  a 
means  of  transportation  on  land  and  floated 
down  St.  Peters  River  in  canoes  of  their  own  con¬ 
struction,  landing  at  Ft.  St.  Peters,  now  Ft.  Snell¬ 
ing,  where  they  were  kindly  received.  Governor 
Snelling,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  territory 
of  Minnesota,  took  great  interest  in  them,  and 
secured  barges  for  their  transportation  down  the 
Mississippi.  In  September,  1823,  they  arrived 
m  St.  Louis,  the  party  having  been  diminished 
by  this  time  to  about  fifty  persons.  The  Du- 
bachs  remained  in  St.  Louis  about  a  year,  but 
later  they  started  for  Ohio.  On  the  way  they 
stopped  at  a  ranch  in  Switzerland  County,  Ind., 
where  they  found  people  from  their  own  country, 
and  there  they  decided  to  make  a  permanent  resi¬ 
dence.  However,  though  the  father  bought  a 
pre-emption  claim,  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  at  the 
end  of  two  years,  disposing  of  it,  moved  to  Mad¬ 
ison,  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  where  he  went  into 
business.  He  continued  successfully  in  trade 
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until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1837.  His 
parents,  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  Dubach,  were 
members  of  the  party  who  came  from  Switzer¬ 
land.  The  former  died  at  Pembina,  his  death  re¬ 
sulting  from  eating  what  he  believed  an  arti¬ 
choke,  but  which  proved  to  be  a  wild  parsnip. 
His  wife  died  at  Madison,  Ind.,  in  1841,  aged 
seventy  years.  John  Dubach  was  a  Democrat 
politically,  and  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Maria  C.  Van  Gunten,  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  from  childhood.  The  latter 
died  at  Hannibal,  May  ii,  1880. 

David  Dubach  is  one  of  seven  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  John  A.,  died  in  his  twenty- 
fourth  year;  Mary  Ann,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Edmond  P.  Gillette,  died  in  this  city  in  1874; 
Erederick  L.  and  Charlotte  M.  are  residents  of 
Hannibal;  Rachel  died  in  infancy,  and  George 
W.  departed  this  life  in  Hannibal,  in  1873.  The 
early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  Madison, 
where  he  attended  the  village  schools.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade  and  after  becoming  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  business  found  plenty  of  em¬ 
ployment.  Going  to  Philadelphia  he  studied  ar¬ 
chitecture  for  a  season  and  then,  returning  to 
Madison,  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
for  three  years. 

In  1850  David  Dubach  went  to  Davenport, 
Iowa,  where  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  carried  on  a 
flouring  mill.  Selling  out  his  interest  in  the 
same  he  came  to  Hannibal  in  the  spring  of  1858, 
built  a  planing  mill  and  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business,  also  operating  a  brick  yard.  His  mills 
were  closed  when  the  war  came  on,  but  in  1862 
Mr.  Dubach  secured  a  contract  for  making  to¬ 
bacco  boxes,  and  was  thus  kept  busy  during  the 
remainder  of  the  time.  He  was  then  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  Robert  Kauffman  and  Richard  Pin- 
dell,  whom  he  afterwards  bought  out  and  carried 
on  the  planing  mill  and  wholesale  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  alone.  In  1866,  in  company  with  his  broth¬ 
er  Erederick,  he  erected  the  Magnolia  Elour  mill, 
but  two  years  later  the  plant  was  sold.  Again 
in  1875,  he  and  S.  M.  Carter  erected  the  Empire 
Mills,  which  they  carried  on  for  some  time,  when 
it  was  incorporated  as  the  Hannibal  Milling 
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Company,  our  subject  and  his  brother  becoming 
stockholders,  and  the  former.  President  of  the 
concern.  The  mill  was  closed  for  several  years, 
but  was  opened  for  business  again  in  1891,  th^ 
company  being  reorganized  with  Mr.  Dubach  as 
President.  In  1879,  he  and  his  brother  Ered¬ 
erick,  in  conjunction  with  J.  B.  Price,  built  the 
Park  Hotel,  the  finest  one  in  this  city.  In  1890, 
Mr.  Dubach  closed  out  his  lumber  business  and 
sold  the  planing  mill  to  the  Herriman  &  Curd 
Company.  Nine  years  previous  he,  with  his 
brother  and  son,  secured  an  interest  in  the  Defies 
Lumber  Company,  which  now  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000  and  has  a  capacity  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  during  ten 
hours.  The  Empire  Mills  can  turn  out  four  hun¬ 
dred  barrels  of  flour  per  day.  Their  products  are 
shipped  to  many  points  in  the  South  and  West, 
and  even  to  Glasgow  and  Liverpool.  Eor  the 
past  forty  years  our  subject  has  owned  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Boone  County, 
Iowa. 

December  12,  1855,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Du¬ 
bach  and  Emeline  W.  Bennett,  took  place  at. 
Brattleboro,  Vt.  The  lady’s  parents,  Albert  and 
Mary  (Saulisbury)  Bennett,  were  both  natives  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  were  always  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Dubach  is  one  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  Edmund,  Elizabeth, 
James,  Simeon  S.,  John  N.  and  Albert  A.,  all  de¬ 
ceased.  Albert,  who  was  serving  under  Gen. 
Blunt,  in  the  late  war,  was  shot  by  some  of  Quan- 
trell’s  gang,  near  Baxter  Springs.  John,  also  a 
soldier  of  the  war,  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
was  sent  home  on  account  of  disability,  and  died 
at  Hannibal  in  1863.  James,  who  had  been  a 
prisoner  in  Libby,  died  from  the  effects  of  his 
privations.  Simeon,  also  a  veteran  of  the  war, 
died  in  1895,  in  Iowa.  Mrs.  Dubach  met  her 
future  husband  when  she  was  teaching  school  in 
Madison,  Ind.  They  have  two  children,  Fred¬ 
erick  B.,  who  has  charge  of  the  sales  department 
of  the  Defies  Lumber  Company,  at  Eau  Claire, 
Wis.,  and  Jennie  May. 

Mr.  Dubach  was  the  chief  promoter  in  build¬ 
ing  the  Opera  House  in  Hannibal,  was  active  in 
the  selection  of  its  site,  supervised  its  construe- 


C36 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


tion,  and  rendered  invaluable  services  in  obtain¬ 
ing  the  capital  required.  The  result  is  greatly  to 
the  credit  of  the  founder  and  for  the  purposes  to 
which  it  is  devoted,  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and 
most  suitable  halls  in  this  section  of  the  countr)'. 
In  politics  Air.  Dubach  is  a  Republican.  His 
gfood  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Presbvterian 
Church.  Both  stand  high  in  the  community 
where  they  have  so  long  lived  and  to  which  they 
contributed  so  much,  and  are  greatly  beloved  by 
all  who  know  them.  > 


JOSEPH  AIORRIS  AIORTHLAND,  one 
of  the  extensive  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
Alarion  County,  has  long  been  a  resident  of 
Warren  Township.  His  homestead  is  located  on 
Section  2,  Township  57,  Range  8,  and  consists 
of  about  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of 
finely  improved  land,  all  of  which  has  been  ac¬ 
quired  by  his  industry  and  frugality.  Since  set¬ 
tling  here,  he  has  from  time  to  time  made  val¬ 
uable  improvements  on  the  place,  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  which  reflects  credit  upon  his  energy  and 
thrift. 

Mr.  Alorthland  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  September  8,  1833,  and  is  the  son 
of  Solomon  and  Sarah  (Alorrison)  Morthland. 
His  father  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  in  1848,  when  forty-one  years  of  age. 
Sarah,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  and  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
She  was  married  in  her  native  county  on  J'^dy 
4,  1831,  and  became  the  parent  of  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  these,  Hugh 
is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  resides  in  Aud¬ 
rain  County,  Mo.;  our  subject  was  the  second 
born;  Catherine;  Elizabeth;  Sarah  J.,  and  David 
are  deceased.  Elizabeth  married  J  .T.  Long- 
acre,  who  is  also  deceased,  and  Sarah  was  Mrs. 
E.  Longacre.  The  father  of  this  family  was  liv¬ 
ing  on  a  farm  in  Alarion  County,  Ohio,  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  estimable  and  hon¬ 
orable  gentleman  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 


friendship  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat. 

Joseph  AL,  of  this  sketch,  was  deprived  of  his 
father's  care  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  His 
mother  being  in  limited  circumstances,  he  began 
to  do  for  himself  by  working  out  on  neighbor¬ 
ing  farms  by  the  month.  He  continued  in  this 
manner  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he 
rented  a  tract  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  its 
cultivation  until  1865.  That  year  he  moved  into 
the  City  of  Warren  and  invested  his  means  in 
thirty-two  acres  of  land.  This  he  held  for  four 
years  and  then,  selling  out  at  a  good  advance  in 
price,  purchased  eighty  acres,  included  in  his 
present  estate.  He  was  very  prosperous  from 
the  first  and  continued  to  increase  his  property 
until  he  is  now  the  proud  possessor  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  valuable  farms  in  all  Alarion 
County.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  sheep, 
although  he  keeps  large  numbers  of  horses  and 
cattle  on  his  farm. 

In  the  year  1863  Joseph  AI.  Alorthland  was 
married  to  Miss  Alary  E.  Erederick,  who  was 
born  in  Alarion  County,  Ohio,  November  19, 
1839.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Alary  (Laufer) 
Frederick,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  July  25,  1876,  while  his  good  wife  passed 
away  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio.  They  had 
born  to  them  three  sons  and  two  daughters ;  Al¬ 
fred,  deceased;  William  H.,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  John,  deceased;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  E. 
Longacre,  a  farmer  of  Alarion  County;  Alary  E., 
Airs.  Alorthland. 

Air.  Frederick  was  a  second  time  married,  the 
lady  on  this  occasion  being  Aliss  Sarah  Garbison. 
To  them  were  granted  sons  and  daughters,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Emily,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Abraham  Tomp¬ 
kins,  a  prominent  pkysician  of  Jacksonville,  Ill.; 
Isaac  N.,  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  live  stock  of 
Shelby  County,  AIo. ;  Winfield  Scott,  a  farmer  of 
the  above  section;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Vernon  C. 
Davis,  an  agriculturist  of  this  county;  Etta,  now 
Airs.  Joseph  Green,  of  Jacksonville,  Ill.;  Benja¬ 
min  F.,  minister  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Alacon,  Ill.,  and  Katie,  the  wife  of 
Richard  Thomas,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
prominence  in  Shelby  County. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morthland  there  have  been 
born  a  family  of  seven  children.  Of  these,  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  is  a  farmer  in  good  standing  of  this  town¬ 
ship  ;  Katie  is  the  wife  of  R.  T.  Christian,  also  the 
owner  of  good  property  in  this  section;  Jose¬ 
phine,  Mrs.  James  Rager,  is  living  on  a  farm 
in  this  locality,  while  Joseph  E.,  Boyd  E.,  Vernon 
D.,  and  Annie  W.  are  at  home. 

A  man  of  advanced  ideas,  Mr.  Morthland  is 
a  practical  agriculturist,  and  is  meeting  with  re¬ 
markable  success  in  his  ventures  in  this  line.  Po¬ 
litically  he  is  an  ally  of  the  Republican  party. 
We  are  well  pleased  to  give  him  a  conspicuous 
place  among  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
county,  for  he  well  deserves  the  honor. 


WILLIAM  W.  EPPERSON  is  a  native 
of  Ralls  County,  born  January  4,  1850. 
His  grandfather,  Richard  Epperson, 
was  born  in  Virginia  October  2,  1772,  and  there 
married  Rebecca  H.  Headen,  and  moved  to  Jes¬ 
samine  County,  Ky.,  where  he  acquired  a  large 
tract  of  land  and  a  number  of  slaves.  In  1829  he 
moved  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  being  accompanied 
by  his  children,  some  of  whom  were  married. 
The  first  year  of  his  residence  here  he  rented  a 
farm  in  Spencer  Township.  The  following  year 
he  entered  Government  land  in  the  same  town¬ 
ship,  the  farm  now  known  as  the  Ardery  place 
being  a  portion  of  the  tract.  Here  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  and  died  August  30,  1841, 
his  wife  having  died  November  21,  1838.  Both 
were  for  many  years  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  were;  John 
H.,  born  July  15,  1799,  married  in  Kentucky, 
moved  with  his  family  to  Missouri  and  located 
in  Ralls  County,  and  later  moved  to  Macon 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  died  in  1866;  Joel  H., 
born  February  3,  i8or,  married  in  Kentucky  and 
removed  to  Ralls  County,  where  he  died;  James 
and  Richard,  twins,  born  November  22,  1803, 
James  locating  in  Ralls  County  and  for  years  hav¬ 
ing  charge  of  a  toll  bridge  on  the  gravel  road  be¬ 


tween  Hannibal  and  New  London,  where  he  died 
before  the  late  war;  Richard  never  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  but  engaged  in  boating  on  the  Mississippi 
River  and  was  killed  at  New  Orleans  while  load¬ 
ing  a  boat;  Little  Berry,  born  August  22,  1805, 
married  in  Kentucky  and  located  in  Ralls  County, 
at  the  mouth  of  Salt  River,  which  was  his  home 
until  his  death;  Samuel,  born  January  5,  1808,  lo¬ 
cated  in  Ralls  County,  near  his  brother,  L.  B.,and 
has  since  died;  Dock  Anthony,  born  April  10, 
1810,  located  on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  in 
Ralls  County,  moved  to  California  during  the 
gold  fever  and  there  died;  Washington,  born 
July  4,  1812,  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Par- 
thenia,  born  October  ii,  1815,  married  Richard 
Chickwood,  and  moved  to  Southwest  Missouri, 
where  she  died;  Harrison,  born  May  20,  1818, 
died  December  21,  1821,  in  Kentucky;  Rebecca, 
born  January  12,  1821,  married  Richard  Chick- 
wood  after  the  death  of  her  sister;  William,  born 
November  12,  1823,  located  first  in  Ralls  County, 
Mo.,  and  later  moved  to  Macon  County,  jMo., 
where  he  died  in  1889. 

Washington  Epperson,  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  in  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  came  to  Ralls  County  with 
his  parents.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 
the  old  Kentucky  farm,  and  his  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  older  brothers  after  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old.  He  remained  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  February  8,  1838,  when  he  married 
Nancy  Jeffries,  who  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  Ralls  County,  August  6,  1818,  and  conse¬ 
quently  is  the  oldest  living  native  born  person  in 
the  county.  Her  father,  Robert  Jeffries,  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  while  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Jamer- 
son,  was  born  in  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Epperson  located  in 
Jasper  Township,  near  iMadisonville,  where  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  which  had  been  en¬ 
tered  the  year  previously,  and  had  five  acres 
cleared.  On  this  place  he  erected  a  huge  log 
house,  eighteen  by  eighteen  feet,  one  and  a  half 
stories  high.  This  was  considered  a  fine  residence 
at  that  time,  being  both  better  and  larger  than 
most  of  the  houses  in  that  section  of  country. 
Here  he  commenced  housekeeping  and  spent  the 
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remainder  of  his  life,  dying  December  21,  1885. 
His  wife  still  survives  him  and  until  i8go  re¬ 
mained  where  she  first  commenced  her  wedded 
life,  making  a  continuous  residence  there  of  over 
fifty  years.  Here,  too,  all  her  children  were  born 
and  reared.  Her  husband  was  a  man  of  quiet  and 
domestic  habits,  and  lived  a  peaceful  home  life, 
and  by  industry  and  good  management  acquired 
a  competency.  His  upright  and  honorable  char¬ 
acter  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him.  For  twenty  years  he  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  repeatedly  chosen 
administrator  of  estates  and  guardian  of  children. 
Notwithstanding  his  Southern  birth,  and  the  fact 
that  he  had  relatives  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
he  adhered  to  the  Union,  and  in  1862  enlisted  in 
the  Federal  Army.  In  early  life  he  united  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  re¬ 
mained  until  after  his  marriage,  when  both  he 
and  his  wife  united  with  the  Salem  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  she  is  still  a  member.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Annie  E., 
born  November  19,  1838,  married  William  Chil¬ 
ton  and  died  in  Ralls  County,  iSIarch  12,  1876; 
Robert,  born  August  2,  1842,  died  November  9, 
1844;  John  J.,  born  August  23,  1846,  married 
Rosanna  Seely  and  died  March  15,  1874;  William 
W.,  our  subject;  Nancy  E.,  born  January  2,  1853, 
married  H.  C.  Wooten  and  now  resides  on  the 
homestead;  Mary  L.,  born  Eebruary  9,  1857,  died 
November  28,  1870. 

Mrs.  Epperson,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  as 
already  stated,  bears  the  distinction  of  being  the 
oldest  native  white  person  in  the  county,  and  is 
probably  the  most  sprightly  and  active  lady  of  her 
age  living  here,  as  she  still  attends  to  all  of  her 
household  affairs  without  assistance,  living  alone 
near  her  son  William.  Her  father,  Robert  Jeff¬ 
ries,  in  company  with  his  two  brothers-in-law, 
Robert  and  William  Jamerson,  came  from  St. 
Louis  County  in  1817  on  a  flatboat,  landing  at 
Louisiana,  which  at  that  time  had  a  mill  and  a 
few  houses.  William  Jamerson  entered  lanl 
which  is  now  the  site  of  New  London,  and  built 
the  first  house  in  the  town.  In  this  house  Mrs. 
Epperson,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born, 
and  in  her  uncle’s  house  was  held  the  first  two  ses¬ 


sions  of  court  after  the  organization  of  the  county. 
Her  father  and  two  uncles  were  on  the  first  grand 
jury. 

William  W.  Epperson,  of  whom  we  now  write, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ralls 
County,  and  remained  on  the  old  .farm  until  of 
age.  In  1872  he  left  the  home  roof  and,  being 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  a  large  city  was  the 
proper  place  to  commence  in  business,  went  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time, 
and  from  there  went  to  Petersburg,  Ill.,  where  he 
remained  about  eighteen  months,  engaged  in 
mining.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home  and 
February  6,  1873,  was  married  in  Pike  County  to 
Sarah  A.  Turley,  a  native  of  Pike  County,  born 
July  4,  1849,  a  daughter  of  Harrison  G.  and 
Alary  A.  (Fowler)  Turley,  who  were  respectively 
natives  of  Ralls  and  Pike  Counties,  AIo.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  first  in  Pike  County,  Mo., 
near  Spencersburg,  renting  land  and  farming  for 
about  eight  years.  In  1882  he  bought  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Ralls  County, 
three  miles  south  of  Center,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1889,  in  the  meantime  adding  forty 
acres,  making  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  He  followed  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  but  made  a  specialty  of  stock.  In  1889 
he  concluded  to  give  up  farming  and  bought  prop¬ 
erty  adjoining  the  thriving  village  of  Center.  The 
same  year  he  built  his  present  fine  residence  and, 
in  company  with  Air.  Osterhout,  built  the  first 
livery  stable  in  Center,  conducted  the  business  one 
year,  then  sold  out,  and,  in  company  with  William 
Utterback,  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  grocery 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Utterback  &  Ep¬ 
person,  continuing  until  1892,  when  he  sold  out. 
Since  his  residence  in  Center  he  has  helped  to 
build  the  fine  brick  block  south  of  the  railroad. 
In  1891  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Center, 
which  office  he  retained  until  he  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness. 

Air.  Epperson  is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Center  Bank,  of  which  he  is  a  stockholder  and 
director.  He  has  twice  been  a  delegate  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  State  Convention,  and  has  three  times 
received  the  nomination  for  Sheriff  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket.  For  three  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Town  Board,  and  is  now  City  Treas¬ 
urer.  In  1890  he  was  elected  Marshal  and  Street 
Commissioner,  and  ever  since  coming  to  Center 
he  has  been  one  of  the  active  and  leading  citizens 
of  the  place.  He  still  owns  his  farm,  which  he 
rents  to  other  parties  and  has  one  of  the  prettiest 
and  most  comfortable  places  in  town,  having  in 
connection  with  his  fine  residence  five  acres  of 
land.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Epperson  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  also  a  charter 
member  of  Center  Lodge  No.  230,  K.  of  P.,  and  is 
a  member  of  Triple  Alliance,  Center  Camp  No. 
322.  They  have  but  one  child,  Edward  C.,  who 
was  born  December  30,  1873,  and  who  still  makes 
his  home  with  his  parents. 


Nathan  smith  richardson,  a. 

M.,  M.  D.,  a  prominent  physician  of  Ma¬ 
con,  Mo.,  was  born  August  24,  1830,  near 
Lebanon,  Warren  County,  Ohio.  He  is  the  son 
of  Nathan  and  Rebecca  Bears  (Boosby)  Rich¬ 
ardson,  and  the  grandson  of  Asa  Richardson,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  a  resident  of  Cincinnati  and 
is  supposed  to  have  been  murdered  in  1802  while 
enroute  on  a  flatboat  to  New  Orleans,  La.  Na¬ 
than  Richardson  was  a  contractor  and  builder  of 
the  Buckeye  State  and  a  trustworthy  and  reliable 
workman. 

Our  subject  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Warren  County  and  entered 
Lebanon  Academy  in  the  fall  of  1845.  He  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of 
1850,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  and  in  Sep¬ 
tember  of  that  year  entered  Bacon’s  Commercial 
College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  May  of  the  following  year.  Mr. 
Richardson  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
September,  1852,  his  preceptor  being  Dr. 
Charles  Grant,  of  the  Queen  City.  He  afterward 
attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
from  1853  to  1855,  and  located  for  practice  at 
Omaha,  Neb.  This  was  in  July,  1855,  and  he 
continued  to  reside  in  that  city  until  1859,  when 


he  returned  to  Ohio  and  attended  lectures  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio  during  the  sessions  of 
1859-60  and  1860-61,  and  was  graduated  there¬ 
from  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  March  4,  1861. 

Dr.  Richardson  was  examined  by  the  Army 
Medical  Board  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  June  of  the 
latter  year,  and  entered  the  United  States  service 
as  acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  July  7  fol¬ 
lowing.  December  26,  1862,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Lirst  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  served  with  his  regiment  in  Kentucky,  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Georgia  up  to  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  He 
was  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  at  Cynthi- 
ana,  Paris  and  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  Loudon, 
Tenn.  He  was  also  chief  operator  in  charge  of 
the  field  hospital.  Second  Division,  Twenty-Third 
Army  Corps.  November  ii,  1864,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  be  surgeon  of  the  Thirteenth  Ohio  Cav¬ 
alry,  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
where  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  present  and  distinguished  himself  by  bravery 
on  the  morning  of  Gen.  Lee’s  surrender,  and  is  so 
recorded  in  Whitelaw  Reid’s  history  of  “Ohio  in 
the  War,”  Vol.  2,  page  827.  After  the  close  of 
hostilities  Dr.  Richardson  located  in  Macon,  Mo., 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession. 

In  the  year  1802  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
engaged  in  hauling  brick  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for 
the  first  brick  residence  erected  in  that  city.  His 
team  became  stalled,  whereupon  Gen.  Harrison, 
who  was  passing,  said  to  a  member  of  his  staff 
who  was  with  him,  “Let  us  help  the  boy  out,” 
which  they  did.  Nathan  thanked  him  for  his 
kindness  and  remarked  that  perhaps  some  day 
he  could  help  Gen.  Harrison  out.  The  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  offered  in  1840.  Being  a  good  Whig, 
he  traveled  through  the  State  of  Ohio  making 
campaign  speeches  in  favor  of  Harrison.  Our 
subject,  who  was  then  a  lad  of  ten  years,  was  in¬ 
troduced  as  being  the  son  of  the  man  whom  Har¬ 
rison  had  helped  out  of  the  mud.  Nathan  Rich¬ 
ardson  departed  this  life  in  1864.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  liv¬ 
ing.  Martha  J.  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Warren  County,  Ohio;  Nancy  G.  is  the  wife  of 
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Dr.  W.  G.  BiA'ant,  of  Springfield,  Ohio;  William 
also  lives  on  the  home  farm;  I’rank  D.  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Xewton,  Jasper  County,  Ill.,  and  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-breeder.  Two  of  this  family 
died  in  childhood,  and  iMary,  i\lrs.  Dr.  Charles 
Grant,  departed  this  life  in  Oregon,  and  John  R. 
died  on  the  homestead. 

In  referring  to  Reid’s  account  of  'the  charge 
made  by  the  rebels  near  Appomattox  Courthouse, 
April  9th,  we  give  the  following;  “In  this  en¬ 
gagement  Lieut.  E.  F.  Cooper  fell  mortally 
wounded.  A  most  affecting  spectacle  presented 
itself  in  the  rescue  of  this  wounded  soldier  which 
will  never  be  forgotten.  When  the  young  of¬ 
ficer  fell  from  his  horse  his  position  was  such  that 
he  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
This  danger  caught  the  quick  eye  of  the  surgeon, 
Nathan  S.  Richardson,  who  rode  through  the 
lines,  exposing  himself  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
reached  the  place  where  the  Lieutenant  lay  bleed¬ 
ing,  and  assisted  by  his  brave  orderly,  John  Ruch, 
took  the  dying  young  hero  upon  his  saddle  and 
carried  him  off  the  field.” 

Dr.  Richardson  is  a  member  of  the  i\Iacon 
County  Aledical  and  Surgical  Society,  the  Alis- 
souri  State  iMedical  Association,  the  American 
iNIedical  Association,  the  Wabash  Railway  Sur¬ 
geons’  Association,  and  the  National  Association 
of  Railway  Surgeons.  He  is  local  surgeon  for 
the  Wabash  road,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  United  States 
Examining  Surgeons.  He  has  been  a  continuous 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars  for  forty-one  years,  and  was  Grand 
Worthy  Chief  Templar  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
^Missouri  for  five  terms.  He  also  belongs  to  F. 
A.  Jones  Post  No.  23,  Department  of  iMissouri, 
G.  A.  R.,  was  Commander  of  the  post  five  terms, 
and  [Medical  Director  of  the  Department  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  G.  A.  R.,  two  terms.  For  three  terms  he 
has  served  as  [Mayor  and  ten  years  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  [Macon,  and  two  years  has  been  a 
member,  and  is  now,  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  [Macon. 

Dr.  Nathan  S.  Richardson  and  }diss  Rebecca 
Frances  McFadden,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
were  united  in  marriage  July  i,  1856.  [Mrs.  Rich¬ 


ardson  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  [McFadden,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  although  his  daughter 
was  born  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  The  doctor  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  cast  his  first  Presi¬ 
dential  vote  for  Winfield  S.  Scott. 


Thomas  farmer  owen,  ^i.  d.,  the 

subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  physicians  and  business  men 
of  [Macon  County,  and  for  thirty  years  was  a 
resident  of  Callao,  but  in  1894  came  to  Macon. 
He  has  always  been  a  great  worker  and  has  ac¬ 
quired  large  property  interests  in  various  places, 
besides  owning  stock  in  the  Brookfield  Bank  and 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  [Macon.  He  pos¬ 
sesses  keen  sympathy  for  the  poor  and  suffering, 
and  is  large  hearted  and  very  generous  in  his 
contributions  to  benevolent  purposes. 

The  doctor’s  grandfather,  Thomas  Owen,  was 
born  in  Wales,  but  emigrated  to  America  prior  to 
the  WHr  of  the  Revolution,  and  took  part  in  that 
struggle.  He  served  in  the  \firginia  campaign 
and  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  granted 
a  pension.  In  company  with  two  of  his  brothers, 
he  afterward  located  in  the  famous  Blue  Grass 
region  and  died  in  Kentucky  in  1838.  His  wife 
was  a  [Miss  Farmer,  of  Virginia.  Their  son, 
William,  the  doctor’s  father,  was  born  in  1800  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  and  was  reared  in  Kentucky, 
thence  going  to  Indiana  in  1854.  To  himself 
and  wife,  who  was  a  [Miss  Fannie  Driskell,  were 
born  eight  children,  Thomas  being  the  eldest. 
Nancy  Agnes  is  the  widow  of  William  Wise,  of 
Tipton,  Ind.;  Elizabeth  married  A.  [M.  Legg,  an 
editor  in  Tipton;  Rachel,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  William  Hornaday;  William  is  a  farmer  of 
Winfall,  Ind.,  and  the  others  all  died  in  early 
childhood.  The  father  of  these  children  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  in  1872  at  his  home  in  Tipton,  and 
his  wife  survived  him  but  one  year  or  so. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  December 
I,  1831,  in  Carroll  County,  Ky.,  and  was  brought 
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up  on  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  com¬ 
menced  running  on  flatboats  and  steamers  on 
the  Ohio  River,  and  was  thus  employed  about 
three  years.  In  the  summer  of  1852  he  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  medicine  and  three  years 
later  located  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession,  at  Laclede,  Mo.  Afterward  he  took  a 
course  in  the  American  Eclectic  College  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  and  then  resumed  his  residence  in  La¬ 
clede,  where  he  practiced  until  1863.  At  that 
time  he  went  to  INIontana  and  remained  in  the 
gold  fields  for  a  short  period,  then  entering  the 
army  of  the  frontier  as  a  surgeon.  In  1863  lie 
opened  an  office  in  Callao  and  resumed  his  pro¬ 
fessional  duties,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention 
for  the  next  three  years.  Then  for  several  years 
he  conducted  mercantile  operations  and  also  ran 
a  hotel.  In  the  meantime  he  invested  money  in 
the  tobacco  business,  in  which  he  was  quite  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  erected  a  number  of  buildings  among 
the  best  in  Callao  and  several  of  which  he  still 
owns,  and  which  have  proved  to  be  paying  in¬ 
vestments. 

February  5,  1852,  Dr.  Owen  married  IMelinda 
Batts  of  Kentucky,  who  proved  a  faithful  com¬ 
panion  and  helpmate  up  to  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  August  22,  1885.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  The  others  are:  Nancy,  who  married 
W.  F.  Sawyer,  of  Chillicothe,  INIo. ;  Mary,  wife  of 
J.  B.  Gates,  of  Brookfield,  Mo.;  and  Alice,  who 
was  wedded  to  C.  H.  INIarmaduke,  a  banker  of 
Callao.  May  5,  1886,  Dr.  Owen  was  married  in 
Callao  to  Miss  Addie,  daughter  of  Isaac  T.  Rals¬ 
ton,  and  their  two  children  are  Thomas  Taylor 
and  William.  Isaac  T.  and  Charlotte  (Temple) 
Ralston  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  l\Iis- 
souri,  respectively,  and  are  now  living  at  Callao, 
Mo.  Mr.  Ralston  was  for  many  years  a  woolen 
manufacturer,  but  is  now  retired  from  business. 
He  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Their  family  consi.sts  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Maggie,  wife  of  Rhodes  R. 
Davis,  of  Leadville,  Col.;  Mary  F.,  wife  of  G. 
W.  Mullen,  of  Neponset,  Ilk;  James  F.,  residing 
in  Callao,  Mo.;  Addie  and  Allie  N.  (twins),  the 
former  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  the  latter  Airs. 


O.  G.  New'by,  of  California;  Lue  C.,  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Chinn,  of  Caldwell,  Idaho. 

Religiously,  Dr.  Owen  and  his  good  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  former 
is  very  generous  in  his  donations  to  church  pur¬ 
poses,  is  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to  the 
congregation  with  which  he  is  now  identified, 
and  the  beautiful  new  edifice  at  Callao  is  largely 
a  monument  to  his  benefactions.  Airs.  Owen  aids 
her  husband  in  every  good  work,  and  is  a  lady 
of  many  amiable  characteristics.  In  1852  he  voted 
for  Franklin  Pierce  though  he  lacked  ten  days  of 
being  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  had  gone  to 
the  polls  in  a  joking  way,  and,  being  unchal¬ 
lenged,  and  asked  if  he  wished  to  vote,  he  did  so. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  1872  was  a  candidate 
for  Representative  from  this  county,  but  was  de¬ 
feated. 


Lawson  f.  sisson.  That  our  subject 

is  one  of  the  shrewdest  and  most  intelligent 
agriculturists  of  Pike  County  is  shown  by 
the  success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts,  for  he 
is  now  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
this  section,  his  landed  property  aggregating 
over  fourteen  hundred  acres.  Both  in  business 
success  and  the  position  which  he  occupies  in 
the  community  Air.  Sisson  is  an  example  of  what 
a  man  can  accomplish,  provided  he  possesses  en- 
ergy,  pluck  and  good  judgment,  coupled  with  a 
respect  for  the  confidence  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  may  live.  Our  subject  possesses  good 
business  qualifications  and  excellent  judgment, 
both  of  which  are  necessary  for  a  successful  and 
prosperous  career.  Air.  Sisson  makes  his  home 
in  Spencer  Township,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
pioneers. 

He  of  wliom  we  write  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  AM.,  January  24,  1834,  to  John  and  Alary 
(Strother)  Sisson.  The  history  of  our  subject’s 
parents  will  be  found  with  Brother  W.  J.  Sisson. 
The  parents  of  the  original  of  this  sketch  were 
i  married  in  the  Old  Dominion  and  to  them  were 
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granted  sons  and  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Henry,  is  deceased;  William  J.,  is  a  retired 
farmer,  residing  in  Bowling  Green,  this  State; 
Margaret  is  the  widow  of  H.  Kelly  and  makes 
her  home  in  Spencer  Township,  Pike  County; 
John  J.  is  a  railroad  man;  George  E.  is  deceased; 
Mary  M.  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  McCune  and 
makes  her  home  in  Peno  Township,  this  county; 
Lawson  F.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Elizabeth  married  William  R.  Brown, 
of  Spencer  Township,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol¬ 
ume;  Julia  married  B.  Shellhorse,  and  to  them 
were  born  a  daughter,  Maggie,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Biggs,  a  resident  of  this  township. 

The  father  of  subject  was  a  second  time  mar¬ 
ried,  the  lady  on  this  occasion  being  Mrs.  Mary 
Nowel,  by  whom  he  became  the  parent  of  three 
children;  Landrum,  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  in 
Peno  Township;  Harriet,  wife  of  Mr.  Jones,  and 
makes  her  home  in  California,  where  her  hus¬ 
band  is  a  well-to-do  agriculturist;  Barbara,  also 
a  resident  of  the  Golden  State.  John  Sisson  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  worthy  and  representa¬ 
tive  men  of  his  community,  and  was  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  quiet  and  unas¬ 
suming  and  was  an  influence  for  much  good  in 
his  neighborhood,  where  his  every  deed  and  act 
were  guided  by  the  highest  principles  of  truth,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  morality.  He  w^as  a  firm  believer  in 
the  political  doctrines  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
therefore  always  cast  his  vote  with  that  element. 
Although  at  all  times  interested  in  public  affairs, 
he  was  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  office-seeker, 
as  he  preferred  to  give  his  time  and  attention 
entirely  to  his  private  affairs  and  let  those  hold 
public  positions  who  desired  to  do  so. 

Our  subject,  a  lad  of  four  years,  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Missouri;  two 
years  later  his  mother  died  and  seven  years  there¬ 
after  he  was  doubly  orphaned  by  the  demise  of  his 
father.  Thus,  at  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was 
forced  out  into  the  world  to  earn  his  own  living, 
with  what  success  we  have  stated  in  our  opening 
paragraph.  Being  deprived  of  a  parental  home 
young  Lawson  was  taken  into  the  family  of  John 
Crow,  who  was  then  living  near  Ashley,  and  re¬ 


mained  an  inmate  of  his  household  until  attain¬ 
ing  his  sixteenth  year.  Then,  feeling  that  he 
must  choose  avocation  in  life, he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  machinist  under  the  instruction  of  S.  N. 
Purse,  Ashley,  Mo.,  with  whom  he  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  four  years  and  eight  months. 
After  fully  mastering  this  business  our  subject  fol¬ 
lowed  the  same  until  1859,  when  he  thought  to 
better  his  condition  by  working  in  the  gold  mines ; 
accordingly  he  made  his  way  to  Pike’s  Peak  and 
after  a  year  spent  in  seeking  for  gold  returned 
to  Pike  County,  but  was  content  to  remain  here 
only  a  twelvemonth  when  we  find  him  en  route 
to  Colorado.  His  stay  in  that  State  w'as  of  short 
duration,  however,  for  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
retraced  his  steps  to  this  county  and  spent  the 
following  two  years  dealing  in  stock. 

In  1864  Lawson  F.  Sisson  fitted  out  several 
large  ox  freight  teams  with  groceries,  and  started 
overland  for  the  mountains  and  located  at  Vir¬ 
ginia  City,  Mont.,  where  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  1865,  when  we  find  him  again  living  in 
this  county;  but  a  short  time  thereafter  he  started 
on  a  prospecting  tour  through  the  State  of  Texas. 
While  there  he  purchased  a  herd  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  cattle,  which  he  drove  to  this  State  and 
marketed  at  a  high  price,  thus  making  a  hand¬ 
some  profit  of  the  venture.  Soon  after  this  spec¬ 
ulation  he  purchased  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land,  to  which  he  has  added  as  his 
means  would  allow,  until  now  he  is  one  of  the 
largest  tax-payers  in  the  State,  having  under  his 
control  over  fourteen  hundred  productive  acres. 

The  estimable  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Sisson  was 
married  in  1866  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
R.  Wright.  She  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and 
was  born  November  22,  1848,  to  John  A.  and 
Rebecca  McCune.  She  is  the  only  daughter  born 
to  her  parents  and  her  brother  is  Daniel  W.,  a 
wealthy  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  Mo.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  the  year  1851,  and  his 
w'idow  afterward  married  Samuel  McCune,  who, 
though  bearing  the  same  name,  was  no  relation. 
To  them  was  born  a  son,  John  A.,  who  died  when 
an  infant  of  eleven  months.  Samuel  McCune 
was  Sheriff  of  Ralls  County  during  the  years  1865 
and  1866. 
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The  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  as  follows:  Harvey  W.,  who  married 
Miss  Clara  James,  of  Colorado,  and  their  house¬ 
hold  includes  three  children:  Joe  Henry,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  this 
township;  Bertha,  who  is  at  home  with  her  par¬ 
ents;  Daniel,  who  is  attending  school  at  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green;  one  who  died  unnamed  in  infancy. 

In  social  affairs  Mr.  Sisson  is  a  prominent 
Mason,  and  also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  in 
his  religious  faith  he  holds  to  the  views  of  the 
Calvanistic  doctrine,  and  is  a  member  in  excellent 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his 
contributions  to  this  particular  denomination  is 
very  liberal.  He  has  at  heart  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  party,  which  he  always  assists  with 
his  vote  and  his  influence.  The  comfortable  and 
hospitable  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sisson  is  ever 
open  to  their  many  friends,  among  whom  they 
number  the  best  people  in  the  county. 


ENRY  B.  GLAHN  is  deserving  of  great 
commendation  for  the  success  which  he 
has  achieved  in  his  struggles  to  make  a 
home  and  competence.  Nevertheless  he  pos¬ 
sesses  those  sturdy  characteristics  of  the  sons  of 
the  Fatherland,  untiring  energy  and  fixedness  of 
purpose,  in  whatever  they  undertake,  and  as  a 
result  he  is  now  well-to-do,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Marion 
County.  He  purchased  his  present  homestead 
in  1890,  it  being  situated  on  Section  3,  Town¬ 
ship  56,  Range  8. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Prussia,  August  19, 
1845,  is  a  son  of  Bonnie  and  Catherine 
(Striker)  Glahn,  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  same  province.  The  father  died  in  1886 
when  in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  while  his  wife,  whose 
death  occurred  three  years  previously,  was  then 
sixty-six  years  of  age.  Their  eldest  son,  Henry, 
was  killed  by  a  runaway  horse,  and  the  third 
son,  John  E.,  is  now  an  enterprising  farmer  of 
this  township.  Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter,  is 


the  wife  of  Frank  Westlaw,  a  blacksmith  of  Mon¬ 
roe  City.  In  1849  the  family  sailed  from  Ger¬ 
many,  and  on  landing  in  the  United  States  came 
direct  to  this  county,  where  the  parents  con¬ 
tinued  to  dwell  as  long  as  they  lived. 

In  his  boyhood  Henry  B.  Glahn  had  very  lit¬ 
tle  chance  for  obtaining  an  education,  as  his 
services  were  required  on  his  father’s  farm.  How¬ 
ever,  he  obtained  a  practical  knowledge  which 
was  of  more  benefit  to  him  than  any  amount  of 
schooling  would  have  been.  He  continued  to 
live  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  this 
township,  and  thus  had  his  initial  experience  as 
an  independent  worker.  From  the  start  he  was 
quite  successful  and  for  several  years  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  rent  land,  carefully  putting  aside  each 
year  a  certain  sum  of  money,  wherewith  he 
might  in  time  become  the  owner  of  a  good  farm. 
His  homestead  is  a  fine  tract  of  eighty  acres, 
which  has  been  well  improved  and  is  very  fertile, 
adapted  equally  well  for  raising  crops  or  for  a 
pasturage.  In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Glahn  is 
a  Democrat,  having  been  identified  with  the 
party  since  becoming  a  voter.  He  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  still  adheres 
to  its  teachings. 

In  1874  our  subject  chose  as  his  future  com¬ 
panion  on  life’s  voyage  Miss  Martha  Yeager, 
who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  in  1853, 
and  departed  this  life  May  26,  1895.  A  tender 
wife  and  loving  mother,  she  shared  her  husband’s 
joys  and  sorrows,  and  in  his  early  struggles  as¬ 
sisted  him  in  gaining  a  competence,  and  has  ever 
been  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  a  “helpmeet.” 
She  was  a  woman  of  intelligence,  domestic  in  her 
tastes  and  made  home  the  pleasantest  spot  in 
the  world  for  her  husband  and  son,  who  for 
many  a  long  day  will  miss  her  cheering  pres¬ 
ence  and  loving  care.  Gerhart,  the  only  child, 
was  born  June  14,  1881.  Mrs.  Glahn’s  parents, 
Nicholas  and  Matilda  (Fowler)  Yeager,  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky,  and  at  an  early  day  moved 
westward  to  IMonroe  County,  Mo.,  where  they 
were  numbered  among  the  pioneers.  The 
mother  died  in  the  spring  of  1894,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  and  the  father  is  now  living  a  retired 
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life  at  his  old  home  in  Monroe  Comity.  His  fam-  : 
ily  comprised  six  children,  of  whom  three:  Tom, 
Charles,  and  Henry  are  farmers  in  Monroe  j 
County,  while  Joe,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  [ 
owns  a  homestead  in  Kentucky.  Birdie,  the  un¬ 
married  daughter,  keeps  house  for  her  father. 


JOHN  H.  NICHOLS,  JR.,  is  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  extensive  farmers  of  South 
River  Township,  iMarion  County,  his  home 
being  situated  on  Section  15.  He  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  neighborhood,  as  he  was  born 
and  has  passed  his  entire  life  on  the  farm  of  which 
he  is  now  the  proprietor,  with  the  sole  exception 
of  three  years,  from  1866  to  1869,  when  he  oper¬ 
ated  a  farm  north  of  Palmyra. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Col.  John  and 
Lucinda  (Shropshire)  Nichols.  The  former  was 
born  in  iMason  County,  Ky.,  June  4,  1810,  and 
died  September  4,  1884.  He  was  a  son  of  James 
and  Nancy  (Whaley)  Nichols,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  IMaryland  respectively,  and  the  parents 
of  these  children:  Alfred,  Jerry,  John,  James, 
Nicholas,  Willis,  Polly,  Julia  and  Ellen,  who  re¬ 
mained  unmarried.  Polly  married  W.  iMadkin,  a 
farmer,  and  iMatilda  was  twice  married.  Col. 
Jack  Nichols,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  a 
splendid  specimen  of  the  frontiersman,  being  tall, 
erect  and  full  of  vigor,  even  up  to  his  last  days. 
His  home  was  noted  for  its  hospitality,  and  no 
poor  person  was  ever  turned  from  his  dooor  hun¬ 
gry  and  uncomforted.  Col.  Nichols  came  to  this 
county  in  the  fall  of  1830,  and  that  winter  lived 
in  a  log  cabin.  The  next  spring  he  moved  to  the 
homestead  now  owned  by  our  subject,  and  in  1834  j 
erected  the  old  house,  for  which  the  lumber  was 
purchased  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He  was  the  owner 
of  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  at  the  time 
of  his  demise,  and  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  I 
this  was  finely  cultivated  and  improved.  In  ad-  j 
dition  to  this  he  owned  two  hundred  and  four  j 
acres  of  fine  elmwood  timber  land.  One  feature  | 
of  this  farm  is  a  beautiful  spring  of  crystal  water,  | 


from  which  proceeds  a  clear  stream  which  flows 
across  the  entire  breadth  of  the  homestead.  Col. 
Nichols  was  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but 
was  baptized  at  Paris,  Ky.,  by  a  Christian  preach¬ 
er,  and  fraternally  was  identified  with  the  ^^lasons. 
On  political  questions  his  ballot  was  used  in  favor 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

October  2,  1830,  Col.  Nichols  and  Lucinda 
Shropshire  were  united  in  marriage  by  Elder 
Dudley,  of  Cynthiana,  Ky.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Nichols  were  both  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  and  her  mother  died  during  the  cholera 
epidemic  of  1833.  iMrs.  Nichols  was  born  in  Har¬ 
rison  County,  Ky.,  in  April,  1810,  and  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  in  August,  1888.  By  her  mar¬ 
riage  she  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  as 
follows:  Catherine,  wife  of  Closes  B.  Gash,  an 
extensive  farmer  in  this  township;  James,  who 
died  in  infancy  during  the  cholera  epidemic  of 
1833;  Huldah  !M.,  iMrs.  James  ^I.  Bates,  a  resident 
of  this  county;  John  N.,  our  subject;  William  E., 
who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Baker’s  Creek, 
iMiss.,  in  1863,  and  ^lary  E.,  who  married  Moses 
D.  Bates,  a  farmer  of  iMiller  Township. 

John  N.  Nichols,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  the  identical  room  which  he  now  uses 
as  a  sleeping  apartment,  and  was  reared  on  this 
homestead.  He  received  a  good  education,  fir.st 
attending  the  district  schools,  and  in  1852  entered 
Bethel  College,  of  Palmyra,  where  he  pursued  a 
three  years’  course  and  subsequently  spent  a  lilce 
period  at  St.  Paul's  College.  He  is  a  practical 
farmer,  and  is  one  who  attends  strictly  to  his  own 
business  affairs,  never  having  been  an  aspirant 
for  public  honors.  However,  he  is  interested  in 
whatever  pertains  to  the  good  of  the  community 
and  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  belongs  to 
Palmyra  Lodge  No.  18,  A.  E.  and  A.  M.,  to  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Select  Knig-hts  of  the  A.  O.  L.  W.  He  mav  well 
be  proud  of  his  beautiful  farm,  which  comprises 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  for  every¬ 
thing  about  the  place  shows  thrift  and  eloquently 
gives  evidence  of  the  attention  bestowed  upon  it 
by  the  owner. 

On  June  2,  1870,  John  Nichols  wedded  iMary 
Rates  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Palmyra,  i\Io., 
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September  27,  1844.  Her  parents,  Joseph  W. 
and  Sarah  (Bates)  Thompson,  were  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Marion  County,  Mo.,  respectively. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife,  namely:  William  Josef,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  January  12,  1875,  and  who  is  now  attend¬ 
ing  the  State  University  at  Columbia,  and  Sallie 
T.,  born  March  31,  1880,  and  now  a  student  in 
Centenary  College.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Palmyra. 


JAMES  M.  NICKELL,  Postmaster  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  was  born  October  12,  1841,  at  Nick- 
ell’s  Mills,  in  Monroe  County,  W.  Va.  His 
parents  were  James  M.  and  Sarah  A.  (Burdette) 
Nickell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  the  above 
place  and  died  w’hile  residing  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  in  1887.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Nickell, 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  carried  on  the  milling 
and  tanning  business,  and  also  followed  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods  and  merchandis¬ 
ing,  also  engaged  in  farming  to  some  extent.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Greenbrier  County,  Va.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Lydia  A.  (Curry) 
Burdette.  She  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  July, 
1895,  in  her  eightieth  year.  Her  family  composed 
the  following  children:  Albert  and  John  C.  are 
deceased;  Maryette  is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Hutchin¬ 
son,  of  Monroe  City,  W.  Va. ;  Elizabeth  A.  mar¬ 
ried  J.  H.  D.  Johnson,  of  Greenbrier  County; 
James  M.  was  the  next  born ;  John  H.  is  living  on 
the  home  farm;  Sally  R.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Lee,  of  Monroe  County,  W.  Va.;  Lydia  B.  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  Willliam  Campbell,  now'  deceased;  Mu- 
dora  Ann  is  deceased;  Harvey  A.  is  principal  of 
the  schools  at  Ozark,  Ark. ;  Luther  A.  is  Circuit 
Clerk  of  Monroe  County,  W.  Va. ;  Charles  C.  has 
charge  of  the  old  home  farm  in  that  county,  and 
Burnie  died  when  young. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 


accjuired  his  education  in  the  private  schools  and 
Rocky  Point  Academy.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and 
when  peace  was  at  last  established  took  charge 
of  a  farm  for  a  time.  Later  he  opened  an  hotel 
at  Louisburg,  near  Greenbrier,  W.  Va.,  but  sold 
out  this  business  tw'o  years  later  and  came  to  jMis- 
souri,  his  destination  being  Kansas  City.  He  was 
there  during  the  greater  part  of  1867-68,  and  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Monroe  County,  jMo.,  and 
began  farming,  dealing  cjuite  extensively  in  live 
stock.  This  property  he  disposed  of  in  1870  and 
located  near  Monroe  City,  where  he  dealt  in  live 
stock  for  about  three  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Paris,  wdiere  he  remained  one  year  and  then  set¬ 
tled  in  Hannibal  in  1875  and  continued  in  the 
same  business,  which  he  has  made  his  chief  occu¬ 
pation  more  or  less  since  that  time.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  body  of  land  in  Ralls  County, 
numbering  four  hundred  and  thirty  broad  and 
well-cultivated  acres,  which  is  devoted  mainly  to 
stock-breeding.  At  one  time  Mr.  Nickell  was 
interested  in  the  livery  business,  operating  under 
the  firm  name  of  Laudon  &  Nickell.  This  part¬ 
nership  lasted  from  1880  to  1888,  when  he  sold 
out.  He  has  been  the  incumbent  of  various  po¬ 
sitions  of  trust  and  honor.  In  1878  he  w^as  ap¬ 
pointed  Assessor,  and  in  1879  was  made  City 
Marshal.  In  1880  he  was  elected  CounU  Col¬ 
lector  and  WAS  reelected,  serving  two  terms.  He 
was  appointed  Postmaster  under  Cleveland’s  finst 
administration  in  July,  1887,  serving  twm  years 
and  nine  months.  In  1894  he  was  reappointed 
Postmaster,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term. 

James  M.  Nickell  and  Miss  IMary  W.  Ford 
were  united  in  marriage  in  Greenbrier  County, 
W.  Va.,  November  18,  1862.  The  lady  was  the 
daughter  of  David  J.  Ford,  one  of  the  oldest  mer¬ 
chants  of  that  place.  Her  mother’s  maiden  name 
was  Mary  E.  Bird,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Arthur 
Bird,  of  Bath  County,  Va.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nickell  there  have  been  born  seven  children: 
Emma  A.,  who  died  aged  tw-enty-one  months; 
Birdie,  now'  the  widow’  of  J.  N.  Peabody,  of  Han¬ 
nibal;  Henry  A.,  living  in  Chicago;  James  W., 
deceased,  as  is  also  David  H.;  Edith  M.  and 
Mary  Burdette  at  home.  The  wfife  and  mother  is 
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a  member  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  while  our  subject  is  connected 
with  the  Christian  Church.  i\Ir.  Nickell  has  al¬ 
ways  been  true  to  the  principles  of  Democracy. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  iMasonic  fraternity,  be¬ 
longing  to  Lodge  No.  64,  of  IMonroe  City,  and 
is  also  connected  with  the  K.  of  P.,  Lodge  No. 
II,  of  Hannibal.  He  has  made  a  popular  official, 
giving  satisfaction  to  the  Government,  and  also 
to  the  people.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  the  city,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem. 


JOHN  JUSTUS  KRUAIMEL.  Numbered 
among  the  prominent  German-American 
citizens  of  Marion  County  is  he  of  whom  we 
write,  and  to  whom  we  are  pleased  to  give  this 
well-deserved  tribute.  At  the  close  of  a  very  busy 
and  energetic  life  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  he 
is  now  practicall}'  retired  from  active  duties,  and 
is  living  quietly  in  his  pleasant  home  on  Section 
22,  Township  57,  Range  8.  He  has  been  the 
owner  of  this  homestead  for  the  past  twenty 
years  and  has  made  substantial  improvements  on 
the  place,  which  would  command  a  ready  price 
if  placed  on  the  market. 

Mr.  Krummel  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
November  31,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Henrietta  (Girtling)  Krummel.  The  father  died 
in  Germany  in  1832,  aged  fifty-six  years,  and  his 
good  wife,  who  was  born  in  tbe  same  country, 
died  in  1842  when  in  her  sixty-fourth  year.  John 
J.  is  one  of  their  ten  children,  of  whom  the  record 
is  as  follows :  William  died  in  Palmyra  and  Chris¬ 
tian  in  Quincy,  Ill.;  Adam  in  Germany  and  Henry 
in  the  same  country,  the  latter  being  drowned; 
John  died  in  California;  Daniel  is  also  deceased; 
Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Hine,  and 
the  others  died  in  infancy. 

John  J.  Krummel  received  a  good  education  in 
the  excellent  schools  of  his  Fatherland  and,  while 
still  a  mere  boy,  commenced  making  plans  for 
the  acquisition  of  his  forttme  in  the  New  World, 


In  1847  he  bade  adieu  to  his  friends  and  scenes  of 
his  youth  and  sailed  for  America,  in  company 
with  his  brother  William.  At  the  end  of  a  voyage 
which  extended  over  nine  wearisome  weeks  they 
at  last  reached  Philadelphia..  After  remaining 
there  for  a  short  time  they  continued  their  west¬ 
ward  trip  and,  coming  to  Palmyra,  our  subject 
remained  in  that  locality  from  1847  nntil  1874. 
During  this  time  he  worked  for  several  years  for 
his  brother,  and,  indeed,  until  the  latter’s  death, 
then  being  employed  by  his  sister-in-law.  After 
his  marriage  he  moved  to  his  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  had  purchased  in  1875,  has  since 
cultivated  the  same.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  a  true  friend  to  good  government  and 
the  cause  of  education. 

The  first  marriage  of  IMr.  Krummel  took  place 
in  Palmyra,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Louisa  Wenzel,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  and 
died  in  1856,  aged  fort>"-five  years.  She  was  the 
widow  of  his  brother  William,  by  which  marriage 
she  had  three  children ;  William,  now  a  resident 
of  Palmyra;  Christiana  and  John,  both  also  living 
in  Palmyra.  The  daughter  first  married  a  Air. 
Dresher,  and  subsequently  became  the  wife  of 
Air.  Tifenbrunn,  and  is  now  Airs.  Farbit.  In  1857 
Air.  Krummel  was  again  married  in  Palmyra,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Aliss  Alary  Shaffer.  She 
was  born  in  Germany  April  28,  1838,  and  by  her 
marriage  became  the  mother  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Henr}',  born  in  July,  1858,  died  February 
24,  i860;  Louisa  H.,  born  April  22,  1861,  mar¬ 
ried  Henry  Lucy,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  August 
W.,  born  Alay  18,  1863,  is  still  living  at  home; 
Alinnie  F.,  born  August  18,  1865,  married 
Thomas  Zink,  a  miner  of  Canton,  Ill.;  Frederick, 
twin  of  Alinnie,  died  September  15,  1865;  Alary 
B.,  born  February  19,  1870,  married  Alilton  Cary, 
a  farmer  of  this  county;  Fmily  F.,  born  Alarch  i, 
1873,  resides  at  home,  as  does  also  Dora  F.,  born 
August  3,  1875,  and  Randolph  J.,  born  January 
15,  1880.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother  of  these 
children  departed  this  life  September  24,  1894. 
The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  are  good  and  industrious  citizens  and 
always  endeavor  to  do  their  duty  by  others. 
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JOHN  B.  BRISCOE. 


JOHN  B.  BRISCOE,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Ralls  County,  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  surviving  native  born  residents  of  the 
county.  He  has  witnessed  its  development  and 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  promoting  its  prog¬ 
ress,  and  to-day  can  look  back  on  his  busy  and 
useful  life  with  satisfaction  in  the  thought  that 
he  has  been  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  bringing 
this  section  of  the  State  to  the  proud  position  it 
now  holds.  Too  much  honor  cannot  be  paid  by 
this  generation  to  those  brave  men  and  women 
who  dared  the  dangers  and  privations  of  a  fron¬ 
tier  life  in  the  early  days,  that  their  posterity 
might  reap  the  benefits  of  the  well  cultivated 
fields  and  productive  orchards  which  their  busy 
hands  wrested  from  the  virgin  soil.  Of  such 
stock  came  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  from 
his  youth  until  the  present  time  he  has  borne  his 
share  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  county 
where  he  was  born,  and  of  which  his  father  and 
mother  were  pioneer  settlers  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens. 

Mr.  Briscoe  is  one  of  the  largest  land-owners 
and  stock  dealers  in  Ralls  County,  and  is  well 
known,  not  only  for  his  success  in  business  en¬ 
terprises,  but  also  for  his  liberality  in  all  public 
matters,  being  always  ready  and  willing  to  assist 
in  anything  which  has  for  its  object  the  general 
good  of  the  community.  He  has  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  in  the  South  and  West,  possesses  an  un¬ 
ending  fund  of  information  and  is  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  conversationalist.  An  honorable,  straight¬ 
forward  man,  upright  in  his  dealings  and  cour¬ 
teous  to  all  alike,  he  has  hosts  of  friends,  not 
only  in  his  immediate  locality,  but  throughout 
the  county  and  State. 


Raphael  Briscoe,  father  of  John  B.,  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  sad¬ 
dler’s  trade.  About  1825  he  moved  to  Ralls 
County,  settling  in  New  London,  where  he 
opened  the  first  saddlery  shop.  A  year  later  his 
parents  located  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  and 
there  resided  until  claimed  by  death,  after  a 
happy  married  life  covering  sixty  years.  At  the 
end  of  four  years  of  commercial  pursuits  in  New 
London,  Raphael  Briscoe  concluded  to  turn  his 
attention  in  another  direction  and  for  five  or  six 
years  carried  on  a  farm  a  few  miles  south  of  that 
village.  Thence  he  moved  to  a  homestead  near 
Cincinnati,  IMo.,  and  died  there  about  1838.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  living  on  the  old 
farm  for  a  long  time  and  died  in  Hannibal.  She 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Winifred  Linch.  By  her  marriage  she 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom  is  John  B.  Henry  P.  married  Emma 
Withington,  and  is  now  in  California.  Sarah 
Jane  became  the  wife  of  klikeral  Kinealy,  now  of 
St.  Louis,  and  Anna  S.,  the  youngest,  died  when 
in  her  ninth  year. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  New  Lon¬ 
don,  May  28,  1828.  His  years  passed  unevent¬ 
fully  until  shortly  before  he  reached  his  major¬ 
ity,  when  he  began  raising-  poultry  on  his  moth¬ 
er's  farm  near  Cincinnati,  being  thus  employed 
until  1850.  Then  being  seized  with  the  preva¬ 
lent  gold  fever  he  went  to  California  and  there 
engaged  in  mining  and  trading  for  about  four 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
this  county  and  in  1856  went  to  the  vicinity  of 
Austin,  Texas,  where  he  bought  one  hundred 
head  of  ponies  and  sold  them  on  his  return  at 
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a  good  profit.  His  love  for  travel  and  adventure 
was  not  yet  satisfied  and  his  next  move  was  to 
go  to  IMexico,  where  he  traveled  through  the 
country  buying  stock,  and  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  customs  and  language  of  the  people. 
It  was  in  1857  that  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  four  hundred  acres,  afterward  investing  in 
other  farms  until  his  property  is  now  estimated  at 
about  eleven  hundred  acres.  The  homestead 
where  he  has  dwelt  for  so  many  years  is  well 
known  throughout  the  country  as  the  old  Mul- 
dron,  or  the  old  Dry  Fork  place.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  house,  which  Mr.  Briscoe  has 
himself  built,  all  the  old  buildings  now  stand  on 
the  homestead  and  add  greatly  to  its  beauty  and 
desirability. 

In  August,  1888,  Mr.  Briscoe  chose  for  his 
wife  Miss  IMargaret  Fenelon,  a  native  of  County 
Carloo,  Ireland.  Her  parents,  Thomas  and 
Bridget  M.  (Cotrell)  Fenelon,  were  born  in 
County  Carloo  and  County  Kilkenny,  Lreland, 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  their  native 
country  in  185^  and  in  1864  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  landing  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  eleven 
days.  ]Mr.  Fenelon  was  an  agriculturist  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  farming  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  IMarch  30,  1883,  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  when  he  was  fifty  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  LT.  W.  and  of  Catholic 
Rights,  and  with  his  wife  was  a  devoted  wor¬ 
shipper  according  to  the  Catholic  faith.  The 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fenelon  comprised  five 
children:  John,  Thomas,  Margaret,  Morris  and 
Mary.  Of  these  but  two  survive:  IMargaret,  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  and  Morris,  who  lives  in 
Texas.  Mrs.  Fenelon,  who  is  a  woman  of  un¬ 
usual  intelligence  and  amiability,  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter.  IMrs.  Briscoe  is  a 
highly  accomplished  lady,  active  in  all  social  and 
religious  enterprises,  and  is  exceedingly  popular 
with  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  her  acquaint¬ 
ance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briscoe  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Henry  and  John,  both  of  whom  are 
bright  and  intelligent  boys.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  St.  Paul’s 
Chapel.  Mr.  Briscoe  has  always  voted  the 


straight  Democratic  ticket,  but  is  not  actively 
concerned  in  politics,  finding  his  time  fully  oc¬ 
cupied  in  giving  to  his  commercial  affairs  the 
necessary  attention. 


Robert  O’BRIEN.  This  prominent  gen¬ 
tleman,  whose  well-known  name  appears 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  is  a  self-made 
man  and  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Ralls 
County.  His  one-hundred-acre  farm  is  located 
on  Section  2,  Township  54,  Range  7,  on  which 
he  has  labored  untiringly,  displaying  good  judg¬ 
ment  in  its  management,  and  as  a  reward  of  his 
efforts  he  has  gained  prosperity. 

IMr.  O’Brien  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ky., 
November  22,  1818,  and  therefore  over  seventv- 
seven  years  of  age.  His  parents  were  Augustus 
and  Elizabeth  (Cooms)  O’Brien,  the  father  born 
in  Ireland  and  the  mother  in  Maryland.  Augus¬ 
tus  O’Brien  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
while  young  and  made  his  home  with  them  in 
Scott  County,  Ky.  When  attaining  mature 
years  and  embarking  in  life  for  himself,  he  pur- 
I  chased  a  farm  there  on  which  he  resided  for  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to 
Anderson  County,  in  the  same  State,  becoming 
the  owner  of  good  property  there  also.  Several 
years  later,  however,  he  came  to  Ralls  County, 
]\Io.,  buying  a  quarter  section  of  land  near  Diy' 
Fork  Creek,  which  he  was  engaged  in  cultivating 
for  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  dying  in  1875. 
His  good  wife  also  departed  this  life  on  that 
estate,  in  1878. 

To  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  O’Brien  there 
were  born  nine  children:  James,  Robert,  Sarah 
Ann,  William,  Richard,  Sylvester,  Alfred,  Par- 
thena,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  They  all 
attended  the  schools  of  that  period,  which  were 
ven,^  inferior  when  compared  with  the  institutions 
of  learning  in  which  it  is  the  privilege  of  the 
youth  of  to-day  to  carry  on  his  studies. 

Our  subject  began  in  life  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  by  working  out  on  farms. 
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etc.  He  later,  however,  obtained  employment 
in  a  chair  and  paint  shop  in  Boone  Comity,  this 
State,  but  only  continued  it  about  four  months 
when  he  returned  to  farm  work  and  was  thus  en¬ 
gaged  until  his  marriage,  in  1854  to  IMiss  Ann 
E.  Leake,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  came  to 
Ralls' County  when  young  with  her  parents,  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  and  Cynthia  Leake,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  Soon  after  the  celebration  of 
their  marriage  IMr.  O’Brien  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  is  now  living,  and  where  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  ever  since.  It  was  a  raw  tract 
when  he  took  possession,  and  the  fine  improve¬ 
ments  which  it  now  bears  are  the  result  of  his 
own  labors. 

To  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  O’Brien  there  have  been  born 
five  children:  William  C.  is  now  engaged  as  a 
blacksmith  at  Newport,  Mo.;  Anna  S.  married 
Michael  Condon  and  is  living  in  New  London, 
this  State;  Sarah  C.  married  Matthew  Elliott  and 
is  a  resident  of  a  farm  near  the  home  place ;  Fran¬ 
ces  became  the  wife  of  Anderson  Leake,  and  also 
makes  her  home  near  our  subject;  Alfred  A.  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  this  county.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  family  have  all  been  well  educated  and 
carefully  trained  by  their  excellent  parents. 

In  politics  our  subject  is,  and  always  has  been, 
a  Democrat.  With  his  wife  he  is  a  devout  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which 
he  reared  his  children. 


WILLIA^I  PARKER  TAPLEY,  one  of 
the  foremost  farmers  of  Pike  County,  is 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  place  in  Town¬ 
ship  54,  Range  3.  His  methods  are  in  touch  with 
modern  ideas  and  based  on  many  years  of  prac¬ 
tical  experience.  He  is  a  native  of  IMissouri  and 
has  always  taken  great  interest  in  the  develoj)- 
ment  and  upbuilding  of  this  State.  Although 
in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  he  is  still  vigorous  and 
continues  to  operate  his  farm,  as  much  for  pas¬ 
time  as  for  revenue. 

Green  Tapley,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 


in  one  of  the  Carolinas  in  1799,  and  in  his  boy¬ 
hood  moved  to  Kentucky.  Soon  after  reaching 
his  majority  he  settled  in  Ralls  County,  IMo.,  and 
there  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
iMary  Parker,  who  were  natives  of  West  Virginia, 
and  who  came  to  this  State  as  early  as  1817.  They 
had  eight  children,  namely:  Solomon,  Hannah, 
Peter,  Maria,  Delilah,  Susan,  Eliza  and  Julia 
Ann.  The  eldest  son  purchased  his  father’s  old 
homestead  near  Romley,  W.  Va.,  and  there  con¬ 
tinued  to  dwell  for  many  years,  but  the  remainder 
of  the  family  came  West. 

W.  P.  Tapley  was  born  July  13,  1826,  near 
New  London,  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  received  a  lim¬ 
ited  education  in  the  district  and  private  schools 
of  that  early  day  and  obtained  a  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  of  agriculture.  January  i,  1851,  he  pur¬ 
chased  from  James  Brashears  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  a  member  of  Frank- 
ford  Lodge  No.  192,  A.  F.  and  A.  ]\I.,  and  belongs 
to  the  K.  of  H.  Politically  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

April  I,  1852,  IMr.  Tapley  married  Martha  Jane, 
daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  (Harrison)  Pe- 
nix,  who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
i\Irs.  Tapley  was  born  on  her  father’s  old  home¬ 
stead,  October  3,  1836;  by  her  marriage  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  six  children,  who  have  all 
received  college  educations:  John  Hosea,  born 
on  the  old  farm  February  15,  1856,  has  never 
married  and  has  always  given  his  attention  to 
farming;  William  Harvey,  born  August  6,  1859, 
married  Anna,  daughter  of  John  Lewellan,  on 
June  27,  1882,  has  one  child  (Mayo,  born  June 
25,  1888),  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  farm  near  Vandalia,  ]\Io. ;  Nancy  Juliet, 
born  April  5,  1864,  became  the  wife  on  July  ii, 
1884,  of  PI.  I.  Parish  (now  deceased),  and  resides 
with  her  father;  iNfary  Louisa,  born  September 
22,  1866,  completed  her  education  at  AIcCune 
College,  and  became  the  wife  of  James  Robinson 
Douglas,  on  iMay  13.  1889,  and  the  young  couple 
are  now  living  on  the  farm  two  miles  east  of 
Frandford,  this  county;  Hannah  D.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  23,  1869,  finished  her  educational  career  at 
the  IMissouri  State  Normal,  Kirksville,  Mo.,  and 
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for  a  time  was  successfully  eiij^aged  in  teaching 
at  Frankford  and  elsewhere  in  this  county,  but  is 
now  living  at  home;  Mattie  Lowery,  born  Sep- 
tember20, 1871,  studied  at  the  State  Normal,  later 
at  the  State  University,  and  now  is  also  living  un¬ 
der  the  parental  roof,  teaching  in  the  district 
school  two  miles  east  of  Frankford.  Mrs.  Tap-  | 
ley  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  and  like  her  husband  enjoys  the 
respect  of  all. 


Henry  NABER.  Tins  gentleman,  who 
is  the  leading  boot  and  shoe  dealer  of 
Louisiana,  Pike  County,  was  born  in  Old¬ 
enburg,  Germany,  September  5,  1835.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  John  H.  and  Sophia  (Spradau)  Naber, 
the  former  of  whom  was  also  a  native  of  Olden¬ 
burg,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  a  neighbor¬ 
ing  village. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer  in  his  native  land,  and  there  lived  engaged 
in  that  vocation  until  his  decease,  which  oc¬ 
curred  when  he  was  seventy-four  years  of  age. 
In  religious  views  he  was  a  Lutheran.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Naber  was  also  an  agriculturist  and 
highly  regarded  in  his  community.  She  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1840,  prior  to  the  death  of  her 
husband,  and  like  him  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  who  are:  Diedrich  B.,  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  Germany;  Margaret,  living  in  the  old 
country;  Herman,  Johann,  Henry  and  Herman. 
The  two  Hermans  and  Johann  are  deceased.  Of 
this  household  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  or¬ 
der  of  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  place,  in  the 
meantime  attending  regularly  the  common 
schools.  At  that  early  age  he  accompanied  rel¬ 
atives  to  America,  Avho  had  been  here  but  had 
returned  home  on  a  visit;  they  landed  in  New 
York,  August  4,  1851,  whence  they  continued 
their  westward  way  to  Michigan  Gity,  Ind.,  where 
they  stopped  for  a  time,  and  there  young  Naber 


engaged  at  work  on  the  railroad.  Not  being  sat¬ 
isfied  with  this  employment  he  abandoned  it  after 
a  few  days  and  taking  a  boat  for  iSIilwaukee,  Wis., 
remained  there  until  the  fall  of  that  year.  In  that 
city  our  subject  learned  the  business  of  a  boot 
and  shoemaker  and  continued  working  at  it  un¬ 
til  1854,  in  which  year  he  left  the  Cream  City  and 
went  to  Galena,  Ill.,  by  way  of  Madison,  Wis.,  in 
a  stage  coach.  In  that  region  he  engaged  as  a 
journeyman  shoemaker,  following  the  business 
until  December,  when  he  boarded  a  train  on  the 
Illinois  Central  and  went  to  Chicago.  From  the 
World’s  Fair  City  he  went  to  St.  Louis  by  way  of 
Alton.  He  remained  in  the  last-named  city  until 
1858,  during  which  time  he  purchased  some  of 
the  “bit”  lands  of  Southwest  Missouri  from  the 
Government.  In  order  to  perfect  the  title  he 
went  to  live  on  his  lands,  staying  there  from 
April  of  that  year  until  November,  building  a 
home  and  paying  his  first  taxes,  which  amounted 
to  one  dollar  and  sixty-eight  cents  on  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres.  He  is  still  the  owner  of 
this  property,  which  is  located  in  Ripley  County, 
and  on  which  the  taxes  last  ^^ear  were  sixteen 
dollars.  The  notorious  bushwhacker,  Tim 
Reeves,  lived  on  the  farm  adjoining. 

Mr.  Naber  became  ill  v.'hile  on  this  land  and 
returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  until 
March,  1859,  when  he  came  to  Louisiana  on  the 
steamer  bearing  that  name.  He  found  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  work  at  his  trade,  first  enter¬ 
ing  the  employ  of  J.  H.  Bickerman,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  April  18,  1864.  He  then  formed 
a  partnership  with  George  Wahl  and  established 
himself  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  at  his  pres¬ 
ent  stand  on  Georgia  Street.  Their  capital  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  stock  and  fix¬ 
tures,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  cash.  In  1867, 
they  purchased  the  ground  on  which  their  store 
was  located  for  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  in  1870 
Mr.  Wahl  erected  the  three-story  building  which 
they  now  occupy.  They  have  prospered  in  all 
their  undertakings  and  now  supply  the  best  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  city  with  footwear.  They  carry  a 
general  line  of  boots  and  shoes  which  they  re¬ 
tail  at  very  popular  prices. 

Mr.  Wahl  died  in  1892  and  his  sons,  Charles 
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L.  and  Edward  J.,  took  his  place  in  the  business. 
They  are  energetic  and  enterprising  young  men 
and  together  with  our  subject  control  a  large 
trade. 

Henry  Naber  and  Miss  Mary  Louise  Kake  were 
united  in  marriage  at  Louisiana  May  28,  1867. 
She  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  Ill.,  and  be¬ 
ing  orphaned  when  young  was  reared  by  Dr.  Met- 
tler,  of  that  county.  By  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  three  children  have  been  born:  Margaret, 
Matilda  and  Henry.  The  wife  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  March  24,  1874,  firm  in  the  faith 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Miss  IMargaret  is  keep¬ 
ing  house  for  her  father,  and  Henry  is  working  at 
his  trade,  that  of  a  printer.  Mr.  Naber  joined 
the  Lutheran  Church  previous  to  leaving  his 
native  land.  His  daughter,  however,  is  connected 
with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  congregation 
of  Louisiana,  and  Henry  was  baptized  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and,  socially,  belongs  to 
Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  28,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Lou¬ 
isiana.  In  this  he  has  passed  through  all  of  the 
chairs  and  is  at  present  serving  as  Pa.st  Grand. 
He  has  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  fraternity 
ever  since  joining  it  in  1864. 

By  industry  and  fairness  Mr.  Naber  has  secured 
a  handsome  competence  and  established  himself 
in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of 
the  city. 


Henry  TATE  unsell,  one  of  the  old 

pioneers  of  Pike  County,  owns  and  ope¬ 
rates  the  old  homestead,  formerly  the 
property  of  his  father,  and  comprising  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres  all  in  one  body,  to  which  he  added  by 
purchase  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  has 
always  felt  a  commendable  interest  in  education 
and  public  affairs,  and  has  given  his  children  the 
advantages  of  college  life  in  addition  to  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  common  schools. 

James  Unsell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  IMay  15,  1784,  and  was  the  son 
of  Daniel  Unsell,  a  native  of  the  highlands  of 


Scotland.  At  an  early  day  he  moved  to  IMuh- 
lenberg  County,  Ky.,  where  he  brought  his 
three  children,  James,  Scowell  and  Catharine. 
The  second  son  settled  in  Mississippi,  where  he 
was  a  successful  planter  prior  to  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  since  which  time  his  Missouri  rela¬ 
tives  have  lost  track  of  him.  Catharine  married 
a  Mr.  Wilson,  and  both  were  for  years  respected 
citizens  of  this  county,  but  are  now  deceased. 
James  Unsell  married  Elizabeth  Jackson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Leroy  and  Mollie  (Coleman)  Jackson,  who 
died  in  this  county,  and  were  buried  in  the  family 
cemetery  on  the  old  homestead  of  James  Unsell, 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  The  union  of  James 
Unsell  and  wife  took  place  October  20,  1811,  in 
Kentucky,  where  they  passed  the  first  seven  years 
of  their  wedded  life.  Three  of  their  ten  children 
were  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  namely:  To- 
bitha,  September  20,  1812;  Lucinda,  September 
21,  1813;  and  Alfred  J.,  May  8,  1816.  The  oth¬ 
ers  were  born  in  Pike  County  as  follows:  Joseph 
M.,  November  26,  1818;  Lucretia  A.,  February 
24,  1821;  Ely  J.,  June  20,  1823;  William  B.,  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1825;  Elias  J.,  December  31,  1827; 
James  M.,  December  18,  1830;  and  Henry  T., 
our  subject. 

In  1818,  James  Unsell  moved  to  Missouri  and 
in  time  became  very  prosperous,  owning  about 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  built  one  of  the 
first  horse  mills  in  Pike  County,  and  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  worker  in  founding  the  present  school  sys¬ 
tem.  Coming  from  a  Southern  family,  he  was  a 
slave-holder  and  at  one  time  owned  seventeen 
negroes.  In  early  life  he  supported  the  Whig 
party,  but  afterward  became  a  Democrat.  At  the 
end  of  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  was  called  to  his 
final  rest  October  12,  1867,  and  his  wife,  who 
survived  him  many  years,  died  July  27,  1883. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  though  her  husband  was  not  connected  with 
any  church  organization,  he  was  a  man  of  the 
highest  integrity  and  morals. 

Henry  T.  Unsell  was  born  July  26,  1834,  in 
this  county,  and  on  arriving  at  man’s  estate,  de¬ 
termined  to  put  in  practice  the  knowledge  he  had 
acquired  up  to  that  time  in  farming.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  undertakings,  and  the 
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thrifty  appearance  of  his  homestead  is  proof  of  hi.s 
ability,  and  of  his  careful  attention  to  details. 
For  a  companion  along  life’s  journey  he  chose 
Aliss  Belle  Lighter,  their  marriage  being  cele¬ 
brated  February  22,  i860.  She  was  called  to  her 
final  home  INIarch  15,  1885,  and  was  placed  to 
rest  in  the  family  burying  ground.  Five  chil¬ 
dren  were  the  result  of  their  union,  namely: 
Tilla  P.,  William  Lee,  Flomer  T.,  Ollie  FL,  and 
jNIaggie  D.  On  April  3,  1889,  iNIr.  L'nsell  mar¬ 
ried  Ida  \"ermillion,  but  she  was  soon  summoned 
by  the  death  angel,  her  death  occurring  October 
7,  1891.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  most  exemplary 
in  her  daily  life.  i\Ir.  Unsell’s  third  marriage  took 
place  February  12,  1895,  when  he  was  united  to 
]\Irs.  E.  R.  Caverly.  Air.  Unsell  is  identified  with 
the  Baptist  denomination,  as  was  also  his  first 
wife.  His  eldest  son,  William  L.,  is  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business,  Plj^oenix,  Ariz. ;  Homer 
T.,  the  next  younger  son,  is  employed  as  a  book¬ 
keeper  for  a  wholesale  grocery  house  in  Las 
\"egas,  N.  AI.  Both  sons  have  had  college  edu¬ 
cations  and  are  young  men  of  superior  business 
ability. 

The  property  owned  by  our  subject  now  com¬ 
prises  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  lying  in 
one  Ijody.  He  is  a  very  practical  man  in  his 
methods  and  has  succeeded  in  a  manner  which 
reflects  great  credit  on  himself.  Though  now- 
over  sixty  years  of  age,  he  is  still  apparently  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  takes  an  active  intere.st  in 
everything  relating  to  the  public  welfare. 


CAPT.  CHARLES  J.  LEWIS  has  had 
charge  of  the  Hannibal  Water  Company, 
as  Superintendent,  and  of  the  Gas,  Light 
and  Coke  Company  since  1888.  Xo  better  man 
could  be  found  for  this  position,  for  he  is  quali¬ 
fied  by  years  of  arduous  experience  and  thought¬ 
ful  attention  to  every  detail  of  the  work. 

The  Captain’s  father,  Reuben  Tinkham  Lewis, 
w-as  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  made  that  call¬ 


ing,  in  connection  with  the  mercantile  business 
of  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant,  his  main  business 
in  life,  though  he  later  engaged  in  farming. 
Reuben’s  father,  Ebenezer,  was  a  descendant  of 
a  family  which  removed  from  Adrginia  to  ATr- 
mont  in  Colonial  days,  and  the  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Caroline  Sanders,  came 
from  a  well-known  New  England  family.  Reu¬ 
ben  T.  Le.wis  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  Edgar  R.,  now  of  Wor¬ 
cester,  AT.;  Augusta  A.,  now  Airs.  AAdlliam 
Alvin,  of  Randolph,  AT.;  Xancy,  who  is  the  wife 
of  John  Cary,  of  Stow'e,  AT.;  Charles  J.;  and 
Laura,  who  was  married  to  John  Little,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Wolcott,  A"t. 

C.  J.  Lewis  was  born  in  Bethel  Tow-nship, 
Windsor  County,  AT.,  September  21,  1840,  and 
when  five  years  old  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Petersburg,  Ill.,  but  poor  health  and  reverses  in 
fortune  compelled  the  father  to  return  with  his 
family  to  the  Green  Alountain  State,  in  1851.  As 
the  school  advantages  of  that  early  day  in  the 
AATst  were  very  poor,  young  Lewis  had,  up  to 
his  twelfth  year,  received  very  meager  instruction 
in  the  English  branches.  His  mother  and  the 
elder  children  had  endeavored  to  instruct  him, 
Imt  he  did  not  realize  the  necessity  of  better  ad¬ 
vantages  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  after  he  had  worked  with  his  brother  at  farm 
labor  for  several  years.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he 
entered  the  Peoples  iVcademy  at  Alorrisville,  AT., 
and  though  largely  dependent  upon  his  own  ex¬ 
ertions,  determined  to  acquire  a  good  business 
education.  At  the  close  of  his  first  term  at  the 
academy  he  successfully  passed  an  examination 
and  received  a  teacher’s  certificate.  The  follow¬ 
ing  winter  he  taught  a  district  school  in  Wolcott 
Township,  A’ermont,  building  the  fires  and 
sweeping  out  the  schoolroom.  He  received  $12 
a  month,  and  “boarded  round”  the  district.  Thus 
passed  a  number  of  years  during  which  he  taught 
in  the  district  schools  during  the  winter  and 
worked  for  farmers  in  the  summer,  thus  main¬ 
taining  himself  without  much  assistance  from  his 
family.  In  i860  he  graduated  from  the  Peoples 
Academy,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  entered 
Aliddlebury  College.  In  his  Sophomore  year  he 
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abandoned  his  studies  and  enlisted  in  the  Elev¬ 
enth  Regiment  of  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry 
(known  as  the  First  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery),  which  he  assisted  in  organizing.  He  was 
appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  Battery  D,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  present  at 
Lee’s  surrender.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the 
rank  of  Captain,  May  15,  1865.  Among  the 
important  battles  in  which  he  took  part  were  all 
of  those  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
engaged,  among  these  being  the  Wilderness, 
Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg,  Charles¬ 
ton,  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Five 
Forks,  etc.  At  the  beginning  of  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek,  October  19,  1864,  he  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  a  brigade  line  of  pickets,  consisting  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  the  disasters 
which  befel  the  Union  Army  at  the  beginning  of 
that  engagement  fell  heavily  upon  these  brave 
boys,  as  the  communication  between  Capt.  Lew¬ 
is’s  troops  and  the  other  Federals  was  cut  off. 
His  men  were  captured,  killed  or  wounded,  until 
he  had  scarcely  one  hundred  and  fifty  left,  still  he 
fought  bravely,  meeting  charge  with  charge,  and 
when  at  length  completely  surrounded,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  breaking  through  the  lines,  with  not 
more  than  one  hundred  of  his  command  witli 
him.  The  war  history  of  his  native  State  makes 
a  very  complimentary  reference  to  the  gallantry 
and  heroism  displayed  by  both  the  Captain  and 
his  worthy  men  in  the  above  engagement.  He 
left  the  army  broken  down  in  health,  caused  by 
exposure,  fatigue  and  privation.  For  about  one 
year  he  was  on  special  detailed  duty  in  construc¬ 
tion  work  on  the  fortifications  north  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  was  Post  Adjutant  of  Ft.  Stevens. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  school  days  Capt. 
Lewis  had  devoted  what  time  he  could  to 
the  study  of  law  and  after  the  war  resumed  his 
interrupted  work.  He  was  admitted  to  the  La¬ 
moille  County  (Vt.)  bar  in  December  of  1866, 
to  practice  before  the  Vermont  courts,  and  at 
once  opened  an  office  at  Morrisville.  For  two 
terms  he  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Lamoille 
County,  and  was  also  Superintendent  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  for  one  term.  In  1869  he  moved 
westward  and  for  a  short  time  engaged  in  the 


grain  trade  at  Lawrence,  Kan.  In  1870  he  was 
elected  Judge  of  tfie  Lawrence  City  court  and 
after  his  term  of  office  expired  became  connected 
with  the  gas  works  there.  In  1874  he  built  the 
gas  plant  at  Sherman,  Texas,  and  in  1875  con¬ 
structed  similar  works  at  Joplin,  Mo.  Two 
years  later  he  erected  the  gas  plant  at  Carthage, 
Mo.,  and  in  1881  was  appointed  business  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Joplin  Waterworks.  It  was  in  1888 
that  he  came  to  Hannibal  and  assumed  his  pres¬ 
ent  position,  which  he  is  amply  fitted  to  occupy. 

February  i,  1866,  Capt.  Lewis  married  Ma¬ 
ria  L.  Slocum,  who  was  his  schoolmate  in  the  old 
academy.  Their  only  child,  a  son,  died  in  infancy 
and  was  buried  in  Lawrence,  Kan.  IMrs.  Lewis 
is  a  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Lucy  (Goodell)  Slo¬ 
cum,  natives  of  Vermont,  the  former  a  relative  of 
Gen.  Slocum  of  the  United  States  Army.  Mrs. 
Lewis  is  one  of  four  children:  her  brother  Sand- 
ford  resides  in  Worcester,  Vt,  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Benjamin  Wood,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and 
Hattie,  Mrs.  Guy  Hamilton,  is  a  resident  of 
Healdsburg,  Cal. 

Fraternally,  the  Captain  is  a  Knight  Templar 
Mason,  is  Prelate  of  Excalibar  Commandery,  of 
Hannibal,  and  is  also  an  officer  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Missouri.  He  deposits  his  bal¬ 
lot  in  favor  of  Democratic  nominees.  Though 
not  a  member  of  any  religious  body  he  attends 
the  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  al¬ 
ways  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  right  and  prog¬ 
ress. 


Henry  HEUDPOHL,  an  industrial  agri¬ 
culturist  of  Township  59,  Range  7, 
IMarion  County,  is  a  self-made  man.  His 
career  may  well  serve  as  an  example  of  what  may 
be  accomplished  when  a  man  possesses  ambition, 
energy  and  good  common  sense.  He  started  in 
life  without  means  or  influence  and  has  become 
prosperous  and  highly  respected  through  his  un¬ 
tiring  efforts.  His  homestead,  which  has  been 
greatly  improved  and  under  good  tillage,  includes 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres. 
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Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Fatherland,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  Osnabrueck,  Hanover,  Ger¬ 
many,  June  20,  1838.  Ouf  subject  crossed  the 
Atlantic  with  his  mother  in  1847,  coming  direct  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  was  variously  employed 
for  the  succeeding  three  years.  He  then  made  his 
way  to  Quincy,  111.,  and  after  spending  the  same 
length  of  time  there  concluded  to  settle  down  to 
farm  life  in  IMarion  County,  ]\Io.  He  at  first  lo¬ 
cated  upon  land  near  where  he  is  at  present  liv¬ 
ing,  occupying  that  tract  until  1881,  the  year  in 
which  he  purchased  the  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
acres.  He  has  made  many  valuable  improve¬ 
ments  since  taking  possession  of  the  estate  and 
the  high  state  of  cultivation  which  he  has  placed 
it  under,  shows  his  thorough  knowledge  of  agri¬ 
culture  in  all  its  details.  His  mother  made  her 
home  with  her  son  until  her  demise,  in  1885.  His 
only  brother  bore  the  name  of  Christopher  and  is 
now  deceased. 

Henry  Heudpohl  was  married  to  Miss  Dena 
Merriman,  who  was  born  in  Germany.  In  poli¬ 
tics  our  subject  is  a  sturdy  Democrat  and  although 
never  seeking  or  desiring  office,  is  in  favor  of  all 
measures  adopted  which  are  for  the  good  of  the 
community. 


CHARLES  T.  HAYWARD,  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  and  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Hannibal,  was  born  April 
2,  1847,  at  Bangor,  i\Ie.  His  father.  Col.  John  T. 
K.  Hayward,  Avas  born  in  Plainfield,  IMass.,  Oc¬ 
tober  18,  1819,  and  was  the  son  of  Stephen  Hay¬ 
ward,  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State.  The  latter 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  died  at  the  old 
homestead  near  Plainfield  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-five  years. 

John  T.  K.  Hayward  received  a  common  school 
and  academic  education  in  his  native  town  and 
for  some  time  taught  a  common  school  and  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  in  civil  engineering.  The  first 
contract  which  he  received  as  an  engineer  was 
with  the  Boston  &  IMaiiie  Railroad  in  connection 
with  John  W.  Brooks  of  Boston.  With  this  asso¬ 


ciate  he  served  several  years  on  the  Boston  & 
IMaine  Road,  operating  on  the  road  between  the 
Hub  City  and  Portland.  Later,  however,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Bangor,  IMe.,  and  engaged  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  business,  living  there  until  1857.  Two  years 
previous  to  this  time  he  was  elected  IMayor  of  that 
city  in  one  of  the  most  spirited  campaigns  ever 
known  there.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  a 
strong  temperance  man  and  an  advocate  of  tem¬ 
perance  principles. 

Owing  to  his  former  association  with  the  late 
John  W.  Brooks,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
selected  by  the  Directors  of  the  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joe  Railroad  Company  to  proceed  to  Hannibal 
and  push  the  completion  of  that  road  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  Pike  Peak’s  boom.  He  accordingly 
came  hither  in  1857,  taking  charge  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  lines  of  that  company  and  had  it 
ready  for  travel  in  the  spring  of  1859.  He  was 
retained  as  sole  manager  of  the  road  until  the 
spring  of  1866,  including  the  period  when  the 
road  was  constantly  threatened  by  the  rebel  ele¬ 
ment,  bushwhackers,  etc.  In  order  to  aid  him  in 
the  protection  of  this  line.  Governor  Gamble 
commissioned  him  Colonel,  his  jurisdiction  em¬ 
bracing  specially,  seven  counties  of  Northeastern 
Missouri. 

On  the  close  of  the  war  the  policy  of  making- 
certain  improvements  in  the  road  suggested  by 
Colonel  Hayward  was  taken  under  advisement 
by  the  directors  of  the  road,  but  owing  to  the 
serious  illness  of  John  W.  Brooks,  President  of 
the  Board,  failed  of  being  carried  out.  It  was  his 
desire  to  extend  the  lines  from  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  State  to  Leavenworth,  and  Kansas  City, 
and  to  complete  the  Pike  County  branch,  which 
would  aflord  an  eastern  outlet  by  the  Wabash. 
In  consecpience  of  the  failure  of  this  policy,  Mr. 
Hayward  resigned  in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  after 
a  rest  of  a  year  he  became  associated  with  the  late 
Amos  J.  Stillwell  in  the  construction  of  the  Pike 
County  (Illinois)  Railroad,  from  Hannibal  to 
Blufis,  Ill.  Following  this  the  same  parties  built 
the  road  from  Hannibal  to  Moberly,  which  was 
completed  in  1870. 

The  firm  of  Hayward  &  Loomis,  which  was 
formed  in  1866,  consisted  of  Colonel  Hayward, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


657 


W.  H.  Loomis  and  Charles  T.  Hayward.  They 
were  organized  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
lime  and  also  for  trading  in  salt  at  wholesale. 
They  continued  together  until  1875,  since  which 
time  the  firm  of  Hayward  &  Co.,  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business. 
Colonel  Hayward  is  now  living  in  Aurora,  Ill., 
retired  from  active  business.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  Mayor  of  Hannibal  from  1880 
to  1881,  and  served  in  the  City  Council  several 
terms.  He  was  very  popular  in  his  community 
and  was  never  defeated  for  office  in  that  city.  At 
one  time  he  represented  his  district  in  the  Legis¬ 
lature  and  while  there  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  (Rail¬ 
roads). 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Eliza  Crane.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Orpha  (Barrows)  Crane,  and  was  born  in 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  connected 
with  the  first  railroad  which  ever  ascended  the 
mountains  and  was  well-to-do  in  this  world’s 
goods.  To  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Hayward  there 
were  born  eight  children;  Catherine  is  now  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Sturtevant,  D.  D.,  of  Aurora,  Ill.; 
John  Kirkland,  is  living  in  Herriman,  Tenn., 
Charles  T.,  of  this  sketch  was  the  next  born; 
James,  is  living  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and 
Edward  Crane  is  a  resident  of  London,  England. 
The  others  are  deceased. 

Charles  T.  Hayward’s  education  was  begun  in 
the  schools  of  Bangor,  Me.,  and  completed  in 
Andover,  Mass.  He  subsecjuently  took  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  at  Eastman’s  College,  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  N.  Y.  He  embarked  on  the  sea  of  com¬ 
merce  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  at 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  being  first  engaged  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  commission  business,  selling  salt  and  lime. 
In  1875,  however,  the  business  was  changed  to 
the  wholesale  grocery  trade  and  in  Eebruary, 
1889,  it  was  incorporated  as  the  “Hayward  Gro¬ 
cery  Company,”  of  which  our  subject  is  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  They  have  a  large  establishment  and  their 
trade  covers  a  radius  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  Our  subject  is  also  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Missouri  Guarantee  Savings  and  Building 


Association  of  Hannibal,  which  is  the  leading  in¬ 
stitution  of  the  city. 

Gharles  T.  Hayward  was  married  January  25, 
1870,  to  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Rice)  Godfrey,  a  native  of  Bangor,  Me.  Her 
parents  departed  this  life  after  moving  to  Han¬ 
nibal,  where  Mr.  Godfrey  was  one  of  the  vvell- 
to-do  business  men.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayward 
have  been  born  three  children:  Ada,  Eannie  and 
Helen.  They  are  both  members  of  the  Presb}- 
terian  Ghurch,  in  which  the  former  is  a  trustee. 
In  politics  he  is  a  conservative  Republican.  He  is 
a  very  public-spirited  citizen,  advocating  all 
measures  for  the  advancement  of  the  city.  He  is 
at  all  times  ready  with  his  means  to  foster  indus¬ 
trial  enterprises  that  would  tend  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  betterment  of  Hannibal,  and  as  such 
is  one  of  the  benefactors  of  the  community  whose 
value  can  hardly  be  estimated. 


WALLACE  SWIGERT,  whose  home  is 
on  Section  9,  Township  54,  Range  9, 
Ralls  Gounty,  has  lived  in  this  locality 
for  nearly  eighteen  years.  His  homestead  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  this  locality  and  has  been  in  his 
possession  since  1881.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
raising  stock  and  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  in  this  line  of  business.  He  takes  great 
interest  in  whatever  measures  are  inaugurated 
with  the  idea  of  benefiting  his  fellow  men,  and 
can  always  be  relied  upon  to  do  his  share  in  works 
of  civilization  and  progress. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Peter  K.  Swigert,  was 
born  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  in  his  youth 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  also  operating  a 
farm.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  shouldered 
his  musket  and  was  assigned  to  Gompany  D, 
Twenty-Sixth  Indiana  Infantry.  While  taking 
part  in  a  skirmish  near  New  Orleans  he  was  shot 
in  the  hips  and  for  six  weeks  was  in  the  hospital 
in  that  city,  his  death  occurring  in  August,  1863. 
His  widow  afterward  became  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Buchanan,  of  Marion  County,  Ind.,  and  in  Sep- 
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tember,  1867,  they  emigrated  to  Alissouri,  settling 
in  Ralls  County.  ]\Ir.  Buchanan  is  now  retired 
from  active  business,  and  he  and  his  good  wife 
reside  in  New  London.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lucinda  Smith,  and,  like  her  first  hus¬ 
band,  was  born  near  Lexington,  Ky.  By  her 
first  union  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  our  subject  being  the  eldest.  Howard,  the 
second  son,  married  Katie  McGowan,  and  is  now 
living  near  New  London.  William,  the  youngest, 
wedded  IMollie  Coffee  and  resides  in  Spencer,  Ind. 

The  birth  of  Wallace  Swigert  took  place  in  In¬ 
diana,  January  26,  1853,  and  for  the  first  twelve 
years  of  his  life  he  lived  with  his  mother.  He 
then  went  to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  being  em¬ 
ployed  on  his  farm  for  a  year,  and  afterward 
worked  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  a  flouring  mill  at 
Greenwood,  Ind.  When  his  mother  came  to  iSIis- 
souri  he  accompanied  her  and  was  employed  as 
a  farm  hand  for  a  year.  Then  going  to  Hannibal, 
]Mo.,  he  learned  the  blankbook-binder’s  trade  in 
the  office  of  the  “Courier,”  remaining  there  three 
years.  His  next  move  was  to  go  to  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  where  he  worked  for  two  years  in  a  printing 
office;  later  he  returned  to  [Missouri  as  a  journey¬ 
man  book  binder  and  worked  in  St.  Louis  two 
months.  For  some  four  months  he  resided  in 
Urbana,  Ill.,  and  then  was  in  Danville,  Ill.,  with 
the  same  firm,  staying  in  the  latter  place  about 
nine  months. 

May  2,  1875,  Mr.  Swigert  married  Clara  E.  Bu¬ 
chanan,  daughter  of  his  step-father.  The  young 
couple  commenced  housekeeping  on  a  farm  in 
Saverton  Township,  and  for  five  years  lived  in 
various  parts  of  the  county,  Mr.  Swigert  working 
at  farming  during  the  summer  and  at  book  bind¬ 
ing  in  the  winter.  In  1880  [Mr.  Swigert  returned 
to  Hannibal,  being  employed  at  the  printing  and 
book  binding  business,  coming  in  1881  to  his 
present  homestead.  Of  the  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  which  constitute  this  farm,  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-five  acres  are  cultivated,  and  the 
remainder  is  used  for  pasture.  Our  subject  is  the 
only  man  in  this  portion  of  the  county  who  deals 
extensively  in  pure  bred  Poland-China  hogs, 
which  he  raises  and  sells  to  the  farmers  for 
breeders. 


[Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swigert  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  One  died  in 
infancy,  unnamed,  and  the  others  are  Joseph, 
Robert  and  Fannie,  all  at  home.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  New 
London,  and  enjoy  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  who  know  them.  Politically  [Mr.  Swigert  is 
a  true  blue  Republican,  having  been  affiliated  with 
the  party  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  pos¬ 
sesses  an  extensive  fund  of  information  in  regard 
to  the  current  and  practical  affairs  of  the  day,  and 
is  a  man  of  strong  convictions. 


JOHN  J.  SMITH  lives  in  honorable  retire¬ 
ment  on  a  splendidly  improved  farm  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township,  Pike  County,  which  is 
owned  by  his  son,  Joseph  H.  The  early  years  of 
his  life  were  passed  in  working  at  his  trade  of  a 
millwright,  which  business  he  abandoned  in  order 
to  follow  carpentering.  This  he  continued  until 
about  ten  years  ago,  when  he  came  to  live  with 
his  son. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bath  County,  Ky., 
October  28,  1812,  and  was  the  eldest  of  seven 
children,  born  to  Joab  and  Nancy  (Johnson) 
Smith,  of  whom  three  survive.  The  father  was 
also  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  and  was  born  about 
the  year  1789.  He  there  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Miss  Johnson.  In  1817  the  young  cou¬ 
ple  came  to  Missouri,  and  after  spending  one  win¬ 
ter  near  where  is  now  located  the  City  of  St. 
Charles,  came  to  what  is  now  Pike  County,  lo¬ 
cating  on  Salt  River.  There  the  father  was  living 
at  the  time  of  his  decease,  when  in  his  thirty- 
eighth  year. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  born  about 
1789  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  dying  when  in 
her  eightieth  year.  For  a  number  of  years  prior 
to  her  decease  she  made  her  home  with  our  sub¬ 
ject.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Ann  (Win¬ 
field)  Johnson,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
near  Dublin,  Ireland,  of  which  city  his  father  was 
at  one  time  the  Postmaster.  Thomas  was  given 
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a  good  education,  and  one  day,  while  away  from 
home  on  an  errand,  he  fell  in  with  some  officers  of 
a  vessel  which  was  about  ready  to  sail  for  Amer¬ 
ica.  Being  anxious  to  see  something  of  the  New 
World,  he  “shipped”  with  them,  and  as  the  boat 
left  the  shores  of  old  Ireland  he  gazed  for  the 
last  time  on  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death  he  never  heard  from  his  par¬ 
ents,  or  they  from  him. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  married  Miss 
Ann  Winfield,  of  Maryland,  who  made  teaching 
the  vocation  of  her  life.  He  was  well  educated 
and  became  a  noted  instructor-  both  lived  to  a 
good  old  age. 

John  J.,  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  man’s  estate 
under  the  parental  roof,  attending  school  from 
the  time  he  was  old  enough  until  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  millwright  under  the  instruction  of  an  uncle. 
He  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  mastering  this 
business,  and  in  1833,  when  pronounced  by  his 
relative  as  thoroughly  qualified,  established  a 
business  for  himself.  For  some  three  or  four 
years  he  followed  this  trade  successfully,  when, 
on  the  event  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Yeater,  in 
1837,  he  abandoned  the  work,  as  it  required  him 
too  often  to  be  away  from  home.  He  then  gave 
his  attention  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  for 
nearly  forty  years  plied  his  plane  and  chisel  with 
success.  About  ten  years  ago,  however,  he  re¬ 
tired  to  the  farm  which  he  purchased  one  year 
before  his  marriage. 

Miss  Martha  W.  Yeater  and  our  subject  were 
married  October  17,  1837.  The  lady  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Mary  (Phenix)  Yeater, 
and  was  born  at  Grassy  Creek,  this  county,  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1820.  There  she  grew  to  womanhood 
and  lived  happily  with  our  subject  until  her  de¬ 
cease,  which  occurred  in  December,  1878.  She 
became  the  mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom  five 
are  still  living.  They  are:  William  B.,  a  farmer 
in  this  township;  iMary  E.,  who  married  William 
Caverley,  a  progressive  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  this  county  :  Zachariah  Taylor,  who  has  been 
twice  married  and  is  the  father  of  two  children; 
he  is  living  on  a  good  farm  in  this  county,  of 
which  he  is  the  owner;  Joseph  H.  married  IMiss 


Ella  Collins,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Martha  J.  is  now  kirs.  Horace  McLeod; 
her  husband  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Pike 
County.  i\lr.  Smith,  although  in  his  eighty-third 
year,  is  active  aaid  enjoying  splendid  health,  and 
is  "m  every  way  a  remarkably  preserved  old  gen¬ 
tleman.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few  pioneers  of 
this  State  now  living,  and  it  is  deeply  interesting 
to  hear  him  relate  some  of  the  early  events  of  his 
life,  which  he  does  in  a  very  entertaining  manner. 
He  is  courteous  and  affable  in  manner  and  has 
hosts  of  friends  throughout  the  county  by  whom 
he  is  held  in  high  regard.  He  is  a  great  temper¬ 
ance  man  and  never  fails  to  cast  a  vote  in  favor 
of  Prohibition  candidates.  He  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  his  membership 
dating  back  forty  years,  and  is  a  liberal  supporter, 
by  means  and  influence,  of  all  worthy  causes.  He 
is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  representative  and  prominent 
old  residents  of  the  county,  whose  history  w'e  are 
pleased  to  place  before  the  public. 


WILLIAM  P.  H.  GATES.  Among  the 
many  residents  of  Pike  County  who 
deserve  notice  in  this  volume,  Mr. 
Gates  is  most  certainly  not  one  of  the  least.  He 
is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  in  Spencer  Township,  among  whose  resi¬ 
dents  he  is  greatly  esteemed. 

Mr.  Gates  was  born  in  Oldham  County,  Ky., 
February  23,  1849,  is  the  son  of  Peter  F.  and 
Elizabeth  (Ayres)  Gates.  The  father  was  also 
born  in  the  above  county,  the  date  thereof  being 
May  23,  1805.  He  in  turn  was  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Elijah  and  Docia  Gates  and  departed  this 
life  in  April,  1864.  His  father  was  a  second  time 
married,  and  together  with  his  last  wife  was 
drowned  in  the  ^Mississippi  River  near  St.  Louis 
while  en  route  to  this  county  from  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  an  extensive  slaveholder  and 
preacher  in  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  ]\Irs. 
Elizabeth  Gates  was  also  a  native  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State  and  was  born  Eebruary  20,  1809.  She 
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was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  Ayres,  like-  I 
wise  natives  of  that  State,  where  they  lived  and 
died. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  No¬ 
vember  15,  1831,  in  Kentucky  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  * 
as  follows:  Elijah  died  in  early  youth;  John  A. 
is  a  farmer  residing  in  this  township;  Joseph  T. 
and  Edmond  are  deceased;  Eva  married  James 
A.  Crow,  a  retired  farmer  now  residing  at  Curry-  ; 
ville,  this  State;  William,  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
next  born,  and  Martha,  the  youngest  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  died  in  infancy.  ! 

Peter  E.  Gates  came  to  this  county  in  1853,  set-  ; 
tling  at  once  in  this  township,  near  Spencerburg.  1 
Here  he  carried  on  farming,  his  estate  being  run  , 
by  slave  labor.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
the  locality  and  well  thought  of  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  possessed  of  more  than  an  ordi¬ 
nary  education  to  assist  him  in  the  battle  of  life 
and  took  great  interest  in  politics. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  P.  T. 
(Pinkie)  Davis,  who  is  five  years  younger  and  a 
native  of  this  State.  She  was  the  daughter  of  \'ir- 
gil  C.  and  Martha  (Brown)  Davis,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  his  birth  occur¬ 
ring  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  in  1825.  He  is  now 
residing  near  New  Hartford,  this  State,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming.  His  parents  were  Rev. 
William  and  Damarius  (Carpenter)  Davis,  the 
former  an  Elder  and  noted  preacher  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  for  sixty-three  years,  and  a  substan¬ 
tial  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Pike  County,  who 
came  hither  from  his  native  State,  Kentucky, 
with  his  family  and  a  large  number  of  slaves  at  a 
time  when  the  settlers  were  few  and  far  between. 
He  died  when  eighty-four  years  old,  in  1883,  hav¬ 
ing  spent  a  long  and  useful  life.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Gates  was  born  in  this  county  and  died  when 
the  former  was  a  few  weeks  old.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Brown,  natives 
of  Virginia.  Her  father  was  noted  for  being  one 
of  the  best  farmers  and  business  men  of  this 
county.  She  was  then  adopted  by  her  grand¬ 
father  Davis  and  his  second  wife,  whose  name 
was  Mary  A.  McMichael.  This  estimable  lady  was 
also  born  in  Kentucky  and  lived  to  a  good  old 


age.  Virgil  C.  Davis  and  his  wife  were  married 
in  this  county  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren,  John  W.  and  P.  T.  (Pinkie),  i\Irs.  Gates, 
The  latter  is  a  lady  of  fine  education  and  for  nine 
years,  from  1874  to  1883,  taught  school  in  this 
county. 

William  Gates  was  deprived  of  the  care  of  his 
father  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  continued 
to  make  his  home  with  his  mother  until  her  death, 
after  which  the  brother  and  sister  lived  together 
on  the  old  homestead  until  November,  1882,  when 
the  latter  was  married.  William  still  made  his 
home  on  the  old  estate  until  February  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  when  he  moved  to  Curryville,  this 
State,  and  for  one  year  was  engaged  in  the  mill¬ 
ing  business.  He  then  purchased  his  present  place 
(Prairie  Grain  Farm),  having  derived  its  name 
from  the  amount  of  grain  it  annually  produces, 
which  then  comprised  two  hundred  acres.  It  is 
now,  however,  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
extent  and  is  classed  among  the  finest  and  most 
productive  estates  in  Pike  County. 

Mr.  Gates  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  IMission- 
ary  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  and  never  fails  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  prin¬ 
ciples  in  which  he  believes. 


SLADE  HUDSON  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  extensive  agriculturists  of  Pike 
County.  For  many  years  his  home  has 
been  in  Hartford  Township,  where  he  owns  a 
beautiful  farm  comprising  seven  hundred  acres. 
The  place  is  well  improved  with  good  buildings, 
fences,  orchards,  etc.,  has  fine  running  water,  and 
is  a  model  farm  of  this  decade.  It  would  readily 
command  a  very  high  price  in  the  market  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  most  desirable  tracts  of 
land  in  the  county. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
were  Thomas  and  Mary  (Hammond)  Hudson. 
The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1798,  and 
by  trade  was  a  blacksmith,  although  he  also  man¬ 
aged  a  farm  and  a  mill.  His  father,  Isaac  Hud- 
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son,  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  volunteered  in  the 
Continental  Army  in  the  War  for  Independence, 
serving  until  the  triumph  of  his  side.  He  married 
a  Miss  Mollie  Shephard,  of  Georgia,  and  for 
some  years  afterward  they  continued  to  dwell  in 
that  State,  when  they  moved  to  Kentucky,  and 
finally  to  Lincoln  County,  Mo.  The  Hudsons 
were  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  ancestry,  the  progeni¬ 
tors  of  the  family  having  settled  in  Georgia  at  a 
very  early  period.  Our  subject’s  father  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  this  State  and  became  the  father  of  the 
following  children:  Louisa  J.,  Mrs.  Quinton 
Wilson,  died  in  this  county  in  August,  1873; 
William  J.,  a  painter  by  trade,  lived  in  this  State 
and  in  Illinois,  and  is  supposed  to  have  died  at 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  some  twenty-three  years  ago; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  Green,  a  farmer  of 
this  county;  Isaac  T.  married  Helen  McConnell 
of  this  State,  and  is  a  carpenter  of  Dodge  City, 
Kan.;  James  N.,  when  sixteen  years  old,  went  to 
California,  bought  a  farm  and  married,  and  is  still 
living  in  that  State;  Slade  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Lucinda  died  in  childhood;  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley,  a  farmer  and  trader  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo., 
married  Emily  F.  Hagood;  Henry  B.,  who  has 
been  twice  married,  is  now  agent  for  tombstones 
in  Montgomery  City,  Mo.,  and  Wealthy  R.  Zella 
is  the  widow  of  Hiram  Weatherford  and  now 
lives  in  Lincoln  County. 

Slade  Hudson  was  born  in  Pike  County  No¬ 
vember  12,  1838,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
went  to  live  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  under 
whose  roof  he  dwelt  for  the  next  seven  years.  He 
received  a  common  school  education,  and  when 
of  age,  on  November  17,  1859,  married  Ade¬ 
line  Mabry,  and  soon  afterward  he  moved  to  his 
farm  in  Lincoln  County  and  engaged  in  its  culti¬ 
vation  and  improvement  for  the  next  eighteen 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and, 
moving  to  this  locality,  bought  his  present  valu¬ 
able  homestead  in  Pike  County. 

Thirteen  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hudson,  two  dying  when  quite  young,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Eva  L.,  who  received  a 
good  education  and  lived  at  home;  Alice  J.,  wife 
of  Thomas  J.  Buchanan,  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
Mary  E.,  who  died  when  in  her  sixteenth  year; 


Elizabeth  A.,  who  is  at  home;  George  W.,  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Dora  S. 
Buchanan;  Joseph  A.,  who  married  Bertie  Rog¬ 
ers,  is  now  living  with  his  father,  but  will 
soon  move  near  Bellflower,  Montgomery  County, 
to  reside,  and  Benjamin  I.,  Slade  A.,  James  T., 
Jessie  M.,  and  Fred  L.,  who  are  still  under  the 
parental  roof.  Mrs.  Hudson  is  a  daughter  of 
Pleasant  and  Bathsheba  (Ingraham)  Mabry,  who 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  in  early  years 
moved  to  Pike  County.  Of  their  seven  children, 
Philip  and  Jonathan  served  for  six  months  in  the 
United  States  Army;  the  former  is  now  a  resident 
of  Hickory  County  and  the  latter  of  Montgomery 
County,  Mo.;  Cornelius  is  also  a  resident  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  as  is  his  younger  brother,  Ben¬ 
jamin;  Samuel  is  a  citizen  of  Lincoln  County, 
and  Nancy,  wife  of  William  Hudson,  dwells  in 
Polk  County.  It  has  been  one  of  the  chief  ambi¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Hudson  and  his  estimable  wife  to 
give  their  children  excellent  school  privileges 
and  to  bring  them  up  to  be  useful  and  valued  citi¬ 
zens  in  the  communities  where  they  may  locate. 
They  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
enjoy  the  friendship  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure 
of  their  acquaintance.  Politically  Mr.  Hudson  is 
a  Democrat  and  fraternally  belongs  to  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  order,  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  to  the  Triple 
Alliance. 


Thomas  CRENSHAW  MOORE,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  leading  harness  and  sad¬ 
dlery  house  of  Hannibal,  was  born  in  Ralls 
County,  Mo.,  in  Clay  Township,  March  21,  1855. 
He  is  the  son  of  James  Priestly  Moore,  a  native 
of  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  having  been  bom 
there  in  1823.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Moore, 
also  a  Kentuckian,  and  of  Irish  ancestry.  The 
latter  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  removed 
to  jMissouri  when  James,  his  son,  was  a  lad  of 
eight  years.  He  first  located  in  Hannibal,  but 
afterwards  removed  to  Ralls  County,  where  he 
died  at  Hydesburg,  in  the  summer  of  1848.  His 
wife  was  before  her  marriage  Anna  Owen.  She 
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was  also  a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State  and  was 
married  to  John  Aloore  about  1820.  James  was 
an  only  child  and  the  mother  departed  this  life 
when  he  was  an  infant.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  between  Texas 
and  Mexico. 

The  early  manhood  of  James  P.  IMoore  was 
spent  at  home.  He  learned  later  the  trade  of  a 
plasterer,  which  he  follow'ed  for  many  years.  On 
abandoning  this  occupation  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Clay  Township,  which  he  moved  upon  and  op¬ 
erated  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his  decease.  He 
disposed  of  his  estate  in  1889  and  moved  to  Mon¬ 
roe  City,  where  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a  good 
harness  and  saddlery  establishment  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  May  20,  1893.  He  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  ' 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah  F'., 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Frances  (Crenshaw) 
Davis,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  Davis  family 
was  of  Welch  ancestry  and  the  Crenshaws  of 
French  descent.  Richard  Davis  w'as  the  son  of 
John  Davis,  who  was  a  neighbor  of  Patrick 
Henry.  Thomas  Crenshaw,  our  subject's  great¬ 
grandfather,  owned  the  “IMill  of  the  slashes,” 
where  young  Henry  Clay  took  his  “grists.”  At 
the  house  of  Thomas  Crenshaw  the  first  Sunday 
school  in  the  United  States  was  organized  by 
Bishop  Asburry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  This  was  in  1786.  The  great-grand¬ 
parents  lived  and  died  in  Hanover  County,  Va. 

James  and  Sarah  Moore  were  married  at  Han¬ 
nibal,  Mo.,  November  16,  1848,  at  the  home  of 
Theopholis  Stone.  Airs.  Sarah  Aloore  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  the  faith  of 
which  she  died,  August  ii,  1883,  at  the  old  home 
place  in  Ralls  County.  She  was  the  youngest 
member  of  the  following  large  family:  Alary  A. 
married  John  Bethel  of  Kentucky;  Nancy  G. 
was  married  to  John  Woods;  Thomas  C.,  for¬ 
merly  an  attorney  at  Richmond,  A^a. ;  Susan  C., 
married  Aloses  Hawkins,  of  Ralls  County,  AIo.; 
Elizabeth  H.,  married  Rev.  William  Alyln,  and 
went  with  him  as  a  missionary  to  Africa,  sailing 
on  the  brig  Susan  &  Elizabeth,  in  1835;  she  was 
taken  sick  and  died  soon  after  arriving  in  Liberia, 


and  was  buried  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 
John  R.  was  a  farmer,  and  is  deceased;  Lucy  AI. 
married  Jacob  La  I'cvre,  and  was  at  one  time  the 
teacher  of  Alark  Twain  and  is  mentioned  by  him 
1  in  some  of  his  writings;  Nathaniel  H.,  Anderson 
I  C.,  and  Catherine  AI.  died  young;  Richard  de- 
I  parted  this  life  in  California,  April  3,  1850,  dur¬ 
ing  the  gold  excitement  in  that  State;  Saphronia 
E.  married  Orvdle  Randolph  and  died  in  Alont- 
gomery  County,  AIo.;  Emily  C.  married  John  H. 
Davis.  There  are  now'  forty-eight  grand-chil¬ 
dren  in  the  family,  and  it  may  be  truly  said  c  f 
them  that  they  lead  honorable  and  useful  lives, 
respected  by  all  who  know  them.  Air.  and  Airs. 
James  P.  Aloore  became  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren.  Anna  Erances,  married  Roderick  E. 
Shaw,  a  descendant  of  Commodore  Perry;  he  is 
now  deceased.  John  Richard  makes  his  home  in 
St.  Louis  and  is  engaged  in  the  auditor’s  office 
of  the  Wabash  Railroad;  he  married  Airs.  Eran¬ 
ces  Brown  and  has  a  son,  Louis  D.  Laura  S. 
married  Joseph  L.  Diven  of  Chicago  and  had  two 
children,  James  Aloore  and  Sadie  Lou  Anna. 
She  afterward  married  Robert  K.  Alegown  of 
Alonroe  City;  Thomas  C.  married  Alary  P.  Laps- 
ley.  James  P.,  now  of  Alonroe  City,  married 
Carrie  Hume,  a  native  of  Kentucky  ;  Alinnie  E. 
is  living  in  Ralls  County,  AIo.;  she  married 
James  A.  B.  AIcElroy,  Jr.,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  a  daughter — Anna  Geraldine. 

Thomas  C.  Aloore,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  spent  his  early  life  on  the  home  farm,  in 
Clay  Township,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  later  became  a  student  in  the  Wn 
Rensselaer  Academy.  He  remained  on  the  farm 
until  attaining  his  twenty-fifth  year,  when  he 
came  to  Hannibal,  and  in  i88r  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  C.  E.  AlcVeagh  in  the  harness  and  sad¬ 
dlery  business,  operating  under  the  style  of  AIc- 
A'eagh  &  Aloore.  This  connection  existed  for 
two  years,  when  Air.  Aloore  purchased  the  inter¬ 
est  of  his  partner  and  has  since  carried  on  the 
business  alone.  It  is  located  on  Alaine  Street, 
and  is  direct  headquarters  for  all  articles  coming 
under  the  head  of  harness,  saddlery  and  turf 
goods.  Air.  Aloore  manufactures  his  own  har¬ 
ness  and  is  at  the  head  of  the  leading  business  of 
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this  kind  in  the  city.  He  is  also  interested  in  the 
C.  D.  LaFevre  Sand  Co.,  which  is  engaged  in 
getting  out  river  sand  for  the  market. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  De¬ 
cember  26,  1882,  at  Moberly,  to  Mary  P.,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  McKee  and  Paulina  Theresa  Laps- 
ley,  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and  Mis¬ 
souri.  To  them  have  been  born  two  children — 
James  Lapsley,  whose  birth  occurred  September 
18,  1884,  and  Anna  Pauline,  born  October  31, 
1889.  The  Lapsleys  were  descended  from  the 
French  Huguenots  of  that  name  who  emigrated 
from  France  to  the  North  of  Ireland.  Joseph 
Lapsley  with  two  brothers  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  two  brothers  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
'Howard  Lapsley,  a  banker  in  New  York,  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Philadelphia  Lapsleys).  Joseph 
Lapsley  settled  in  Virginia,  about  1742.  He 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Michael  Woods,  a 
native  of  Ireland. 

Dr.  Samuel  McKee  Lapsley,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Moore,  was  a  son  of  John  A.  Lapsley  and  Mary 
W.  McKee,  who  were  married  August  10,  1805. 
The  father  of  John  A.  also  bore  the  name  of  John 
and  was  born  September  29,  1753.  He  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  Lapsley,  above  referred  to.  John 
Lapsley,  Sr.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  under  Gen.  Morgan.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Brandywine  while  carrying  or¬ 
ders  from  the  General  to  the  troops  in  the  field. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  the  former 
is  a  Democrat.  Socially  he  is  a  K.  of  P. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  COCKRELL 
SPLAWN,  of  Center  Township,  was 
born  in  Fairfield  District,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  April  15,  1822,  and  is  of  Irish  origin.  His 
father,  William  Splawn,  was  also  born  in  South 
Carolina,  and  was  a  large  cotton  planter,  owning 
a  large  estate  and  a  number  of  slaves.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Cockrell,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 


and  Jemima  Cockrell,  natives  of  that  State.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  daughters  and  three  sons: 
Sarah  married  William  S.  Tipton  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina  before  the  family  removed  from  that  State; 
Eliza,  who,  on  the  death  of  her  sister,  also  mar¬ 
ried  William  S.'  Tipton;  Rosanna  married  R.  B. 
Coldwell,  of  Ralls  County,  Mo.;  Jemima  mar¬ 
ried  S.  B.  Means;  Nancy  became  the  wife  of  O.  IT. 
P.  Phillips;  Jeremiah  died  in  1832;  Stephen  died 
in  childhood;  William  C.,  our  subject.  The  father 
died  when  our  subject  was  a  year  and  a  half  old. 
Soon  after  his  death  his  widow  disposed  of  the 
estate  and  in  1827  moved  to  Montgomery  County, 
Ky.,  where  she  rented  a  farm  for  a  few  years  and 
then  bought  a  small  place.  Their  fine  estate  had 
been  encumbered  by  her  husband  becoming  se¬ 
curity  for  a  friend,  which,  when  the  debts  were 
paid,  left  but  little  to  support  the  family. 

In  1840  the  family,  with  the  exception  of  three 
daughters,  one  of  whom  was  married  in  South 
Carolina  and  two  in  Kentucky,  came  to  New 
London,  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  arriving  October 
25.  They  spent  the  winter  in  New  London,  when 
the  mother  took  up  eighty  acres  each  for  the  girls 
and  purchased  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres 
where  the  Town  of  Center  is  now  located.  In 
March  following  they  moved  to  the  tract  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  poor  farm,  which  was  a  portion  of 
the  original  tract.  After  locating  here  they  pur¬ 
chased  land  from  time  to  time  until  they  owned 
about  a  thousand  acres. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  Eebru- 
ary  2,  1842,  before  he  was  twenty  years  old,  to 
Mary  D.  Ely,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Pike)  Ely.  She  was  among  the  first  children 
born  in  Ralls  County.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Bath  County,  Ky.,  and  her  mother  of  Raleigh, 
N.  C.  After  her  marriage  her  mother  made  her 
home  with  our  subject  until  her  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  some  years  later.  Soon  after  commenc¬ 
ing  life  for  himself  Mr.  Splawn  gave  his  atten¬ 
tion  principally  to  trading  in  horses  and  mules, 
raising  many  and  also  buying  many  when  colts, 
and  keeping  them  on  his  large  farm  until  ready  for 
the  market.  He  drove  them  to  St.  Louis  long 
before  there  were  any  railroads,  and  shipped  them 
from  that  point  by  boat  to  Natchez,  New  Orleans 
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and  Vicksburg,  which  latter  place  was  his  nearest 
market.  This  business  he  followed  for  over  forty 
years  and  can  safely  say  that  he  has  handled  more 
horses  and  mules  than  any  man  living  in  I\Iis- 
souri.  He  was  well  known  throughout  the  South 
and  West.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
owned  thirteen  slaves. 

Our  subject  attended  the  first  State  Fair  held 
in  IMissouri,  which  was  in  1845.  Soon  after  the 
Legislature  divided  the  State  into  five  districts  in 
which  fairs  were  to  be  held.  One  was  located  at 
Paris,  of  which  Mr.  Splawn  was  a  director  for 
eight  years.  When  Gov.  Jackson  made  a  call  for 
the  State  iMilitia  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  ; 
and  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regi¬ 
ment.  He  was  in  the  service  for  six  months.  In 
1864  he  rented  a  large  tract  of  land  from  his  uncle, 
Davis  Cockrell,  and  engaged  extensively  in  cot¬ 
ton  raising,  in  which  enterprise  he  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  selling  his  cotton  in  Memphis  for  fifty 
cents  a  pound.  The  following  year,  in  company 
with  two  partners,  he  planted  two  thousand  four  j 
hundred  acres  of  cotton  in  iMadison  Parish,  La., 
and  lost  forty-one  thousand  dollars  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  boll  worm.  He  then  returned  to  i\lis- 
souri  and  purchased  nine  hundred  acres  of  land, 
having  sold  his  farm  before  going  South.  He  did 
not  resume  his  business  of  buying  horses  and 
mules,  but  engaged  in  breeding  thoroughbred 
Hereford  cattle.  This  he  continued  until  1894, 
when  he  made  a  clearance  sale  and  disposed  of 
his  entire  stock.  He  did  this  on  account  of  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  being  unable  to  longer  give  the  busi¬ 
ness  his  attention.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Hereford  Association,  and  is  widely  known 
in  this  connection  as  a  breeder  of  cattle.  His  long 
experience  and  natural  ability  in  that  line  made 
him  one  of  the  best  judges  of  stock  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  his  opinions  were  always  in  demand  on 
such  subjects. 

Mr.  Splawn  has  retired  from  active  life,  but 
still  retains  four  hundred  acres  of  good  land  and 


considerable  town  property.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
since  1840.  He  was  the  first  person  initiated  into 
Ralls  Lodge  No.  33,  A.  F.  and  A.  iM.,  and  has  oc¬ 
cupied  all  the  important  offices  in  that  order  and 
is  now  Worshipful  Master.  In  all  of  this  time  he 
has  not  missed  more  than  five  or  six  meetings  of 
the  lodge  when  at  home,  and  is  the  only  surviv¬ 
ing  member  of  those  who  were  initiated  with  him. 
He  is  an  earnest  worker  in  both  lodge  and  church, 
and  has  been  Trustee  or  Steward  of  the  church 
for  fifty  years. 

On  February  2,  1892,  i\Ir.  and  i\Irs.  Splawn 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  about  fifty  relatives  and  friends.  iMany 
valuable  presents  were  received  as  tokens  of  re¬ 
spect  and  affection  for  his  family.  They  are  both 
enjoying  excellent  health,  and  it  is  their  expecta¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  the  hope  of  their  many  friends, 
that  they  will  live  to  celebrate  their  diamond  wed¬ 
ding.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
five  of  ^vhom  lived  to  maturity,  and  three  are  yet 
living:  John  William,  who  was  killed  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  iMores  Mill,  Callaway  County,  ]\Io.,  known 
as  Gen.  Porter's  raid,  which  occurred  in  July, 
1863  ;  Sarah  married  John  Smith,  and  both  have 
since  died,  leaving  three  children,  Jemima  A., 
wife  of  Silas  Hornback,  of  Ralls  County;  Dolly, 
who  married  Brock  Flowerree,  of  Ralls  County; 
Dixie  Price,  who  was  born  on  the  day  of  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Lexington,  in  which  her  father  was  en¬ 
gaged,  she  being  named  in  honor  of  Gen.  Price, 
first  married  James  Bluett,  and  on  his 'death  mar¬ 
ried  William  Harris,  of  Texas.  Those  who  died 
in  infancy  were  Ada  B.  and  Benjamin  S. 

i\Ir.  Splawn  has  always  been  a  lover  of  fine 
cattle,  and  has  done  perhaps  more  than  any  one 
man  in  this  portion  of  the  State  to  improve  his 
live  stock.  He  is  also  a  lover  of  dog  and  gun, 
and  still  likes  to  shoot.  It  takes  an  expert  shot 
to  kill  as  many  birds  on  the  wing  as  does  ]\Ir. 
Splawn. 
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ALBERT  S.  MACKEY,  M.  D. 


Albert  s.  mackey,  m.  d.  Among 

the  many  physicians  of  Pike  County  who 
have  won  prominence,  not  one  is  better 
qualified  by  nature  and  research  to  take  an  hon¬ 
ored  place  in  his  chosen  profession  than  the  gen¬ 
tleman  whose  name  heads  this  memoir.  His 
home  and  professional  work  has  been  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  vicinity  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and 
he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  large  clientele. 

Born  August  21,  1844,  Dr.  Mackey  is  a  son  | 
of  Joseph  and  Martha  A.  M.  (Sisson)  Mackey. 
The  former  was  born  near  New  Lisbon,  Colum¬ 
biana  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  James 
Mackey,  of  Scotch  descent.  By  occupation  the 
latter  was  a  farmer  and  died  where  he  had  lived 
for  many  years  in  Western  Virginia,  at  the  home 
of  one  of  his  sons.  Joseph  Mackey,  on  reach¬ 
ing  man’s  estate,  obtained  a  position  as  a  pilot  on 
the  Ohio  River  running  from  Pittsburgh  to  Lou¬ 
isville,  Ky.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agriculture  and  in  1875  moved  from  Ohio  to 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Buffalo 
Township.  This  place  he  cultivated  profitably 
up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred  in 
his  sixty-seventh  year.  By  his  neighbors  and  all 
with  whom  he  had  dealings  he  was  justly  be¬ 
loved  and  was  a  man  of  great  charity  and  benev¬ 
olence.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  politics  used  his  ballot 
in  behalf  of  the  Republican  party.  Martha,  his 
good  wife,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  her  birth 
having  occurred  near  the  Natural  Bridge,  May 
12,  1822.  Her  parents,  Jesse  and  Eliza  (Chaplin) 
Sisson,  moved  to  the  West  at  an  early  day  and 
died  in  Clark  County,  Mo.  jMrs.  Mackey,  who 
belonged  to  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church, 
was  an  amiable  and  much  loved  lady,  having 
hosts  of  friends. 

Dr.  Mackey  is  one  of  eight  children,  the  oth¬ 
ers  being  as  follows:  Elizabeth  J.,  now  Mrs.  T. 


R.  Harmon,  of  Fresno  City,  Cal.;  James,  who  is 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Clark  County,  Mo.; 
Amanda,  wife  of  William  Fahringer,  a  farmer 
of  Clark  County;  Emma  B.,  who  married  Peter 
Freed,  a  farmer  of  Clark  County;  John  A.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Edward  E.,  a  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister,  and  Minerva  A.,  now  Mrs.  P.  W.  Dudley, 
of  Pike  County. 

The  early  life  of  the  doctor  was  passed  in  as¬ 
sisting  his  father  to  manage  and  improve  the  old 
farm,  while  in  the  meantime  acquiring  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  obtained  a  certificate  to  teach  and 
was  employed  in  that  vocation  a  large  share  of  the 
time  for  seven  or  eight  years.  During  this  period 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  1873 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  when  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Hughes, 
Sr.,  was  the  Dean  of  the  institution.  After  three 
years  spent  in  the  college  the  young  man  con¬ 
cluded  to  put  in  practice  his  theoretical  knowl¬ 
edge  in  the  field  of  his  profession,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  fall  of  1878  that  he  returned  to  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  the  following  spring.  Since  then 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Louisiana  and  has  won 
a  high  reputation  as  a  practitioner  of  exceptional 
ability.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  obstetrics,  in 
which  practice  he  has  never  lost  a  case.  In  1892 
he  became  associated  with  Dr.  D.  M.  Pearson, 
son  of  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Pearson. 

January  18,  1867,  Dt.  Mackey  was  married  to 
Caroline  Yb  Young,  of  Lbrion,  Clark  County, 
Mo.  Her  parents,  Andrew  N.  and  Mary  E.  (Mc- 
Elhaney)  Young,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Iowa,  respectively,  and  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Ellen,  deceased,  wdio  was  the  wife  of 
John  Ferguson;  Robert,  who  died  when  young; 
Caroline  V.;  Taylor;  Amanda,  wife  of  F.  Brown¬ 
field,  and  Edward.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mackey  have 
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two  children,  Charles  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandising  at  Canton,  ]\Io.;  and  Alabel  AI.,  wife 
of  Alark  Stewart,  of  Louisiana.  Both  parents 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Dr.  Alackey  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Aletli- 
odist  Church,  but  later,  having  given  the  matter 
much  study  and  reflection,  he  became  impressed 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
some  eight  years  ago  united  with  that  body, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  one  of  its  active 
and  influential  members,  holding  the  position  of 
Elder  for  several  years  past. 

Dr.  A'lackey  belongs  to  the  Pike  County  Med¬ 
ical  Association  and  to  the  Military  Tract  Aledi- 
cal  Association.  For  many  years  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Examining  Surgeons  of  the 
United  States  Pension  Claims. 

The  doctor  has  devised  a  new  instrument  to 
be  used  in  obstetrics,  known  as  the  placental 
curette,  which  has  proven  to  be  a  great  boon  not 
only  to  physicians,  but  to  their  patients.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Alilitary  Tract  Medical 
Association  at  Adonmouth,  Ill.,  in  October,  1895, 
he  read  a  paper  on  obstetrics,  or  “Abortion,  and 
Its  Treatment,”  in  which  he  demonstrated  the 
use  of  the  curette.  This  paper  was  regarded  by 
the  association  as  an  able  treatise  on  the  subject 
and  was  well  received  by  that  body. 

In  his  political  faith  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
By  nature  he  is  warm  hearted,  genial  and  char¬ 
itable,  and  he  may  ever  be  relied  upon  to  aid  the 
worthy  poor.  His  mind  runs  in  the  broad  chan¬ 
nels  of  thought,  taking  cognizance  of  the  spirit¬ 
ual  as  well  as  the  physical  side  of  life.  He  strives 
to  contribute  to  the  general  happiness  and  bet¬ 
terment  of  humanity  and  his  influence  in  the  com¬ 
munity  is  potential  for  good. 


Logan  I.  KELLER,  of  Union  Township, 
Alarion  County,  Mo.,  and  a  general  farm¬ 
er,  stock  raiser  and  trader,  is  a  native  of 
Alarion  County,  born  Alarch  4,  1855.  He  is  the 
son  of  Francis  B.  and  Alary  P.  (Aladdox)  Keller. 
The  former  was  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and 


came  to  Alarion  County  with  his  parents  when 
but  ten  years  of  age,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  has  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until 
within  a  few  years.  He  now  resides  in  Palmyra, 
living  a  retired  life.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Alethodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  South.  The  mother  was  born  on  the 
homestead  of  our  subject  in  1830.  Her  parents 
came  here  from  Kentucky  at  an  early  day  and 
were  well  known  throughout  the  County.  To 
Francis  B.  and  Alary  P.  Keller  were  born  seven 
sons:  Logan  L,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Chas. 
B.,  deceased;  Leonidas,  deceased;  Edward  G., 
a  boot  and  shoe  dealer  of  Palmyra;  Arthur,  a 
farmer  of  Alarion  County;  Granval  S.,  also  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  at  Palmyra;  and  Benona 
F.,  deceased. 

Logan  1.  Keller,  our  subject,  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  in  his  native  county  and  on  his  father’s 
farm.  On  February  7,  1883,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  Fannie  Aloore,  likewise  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Alarion  County,  born  November  i,  1861, 
and  a  daughter  of  George  B.  and  Alary  H.  (Dim- 
mett)  Aloore.  The  latter  yet  resides  in  this 
county  on  the  farm  where  she  was  born.  The 
former  died  in  this  county,  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
45  years.  He  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  of  which 
State  his  wife’s  parents  are  also  natives.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  as  follows:  William,  deceased; 
Walter  B.,  now  City  Alarshal  of  Palmyra;  Ed¬ 
ward,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Perry;  Fannie,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  William  H.,  a  butcher  of 
San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Joe,  deceased;  Pike,  a 
farmer  of  Alarion  County;  Hattie  B.,  now  re¬ 
siding  with  her  mother;  Luddie,  wife  of  William 
Rose,  who  make  their  home  with  her  mother. 
To  our  subject  and  wife,  six  children  have  been 
born,  one  dying  in  infancy.  The  living  are  How¬ 
ard  B.,  Francis  De  Witt,  Logan  H.,  William,  and 
Alary. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
the  age  of  twenty-five  when,  in  connection  with 
his  brother,  Charles  B.,  he  purchased  a  farm,  to 
which  he  removed,  and  upon  his  marriage,  three 
years  later,  he  bought  his  brother’s  interest. 
There  the  young  couple  remained  ten  years, 
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when  Mr.  Keller  purchased  his  present  farm, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  The 
farm  contains  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres 
of  fine  land  and  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising,  in  which  he  has  been  quite  successful, 
and  being  a  clever,  pleasant  gentleman,  he  has 
many  friends  throughout  the  whole  county.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  tbe 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 


Nicholas  w.  drescher  is  one  of  the 

enterprising  farmers  of  Warren  Town¬ 
ship,  Marion  County,  and  at  the  present 
time  he  is  engaged  in  managing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  his  father’s  old  homestead,  which 
is  under  high  cultivation.  Since  his  boyhood  he 
has  given  his  energies  and  industry  to  agricul¬ 
ture  and  is  thoroughly  practical  and  well  in¬ 
formed  on  everything  pertaining  to  the  best 
methods  of  conducting  a  farm. 

Mr.  Drescher  was  born  February  26,  1841,  in 
this  township,  to  Daniel  and  Gertrude  (Weaver) 
Drescher,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was 
born  in  Hoeringhausen,  Hasendamstad,  and  died 
in  1850,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1881,  being  at  that  time  eighty-one 
years  old.  They  were  united  in  marriage  in  the 
Fatherland,  whence  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1840.  After  landing  on  the  shores  of  the  New 
World  they  continued  their  westward  way  until 
Marion  County  was  reached  when  they  located 
for  a  short  time  in  Palmyra.  When  again  chang¬ 
ing  their  place  of  residence  they  came  to  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  Daniel  Drescber 
was  well  educated  and  while  in  Germany  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  hotel.  Daniel  Drescher  was  first 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pope,  who  departed 
this  life  in  1826.  To  this  union  were  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Henry,  deceased;  Susan,  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Ronstadt,  now  residing  in  Ger¬ 
many;  Lisette,  wife  of  Henry  Dasdach,  residing 
at  La  Grange,  Mo.,  living  a  retired  life.  John,  his 


wife  and  three  children  died  in  1849  cholera; 
William  B.,  a  retired  merchant,  residing  at  Han¬ 
nibal.  Daniel  Drescher  was  married  the  second 
time  to  Joanette  Rathschlag,  who  passed  away 
to  the  better  world  in  1834  and  to  this  union  w'ere 
born:  Christian  C.,  an  extensive  gold  miner  of 
California;  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  William  B.  Foster, 
of  Texas;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Gotmar  Dumback, 
Rock  Island,  Ill.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
He  was  in  the  army  from  1806  to  1809  under 
Napoleon. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
four  children,  those  besides  Nicholas  W.  being 
Augusta,  now  deceased;  Margaret  P.,  widow  of 
H.  Best,  lives  in  Palmyra,  and  Elizabeth,  who  is 
the  wife  of  William  Moss,  a  farmer  of  California. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  passed  his  entire 
life  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns.  His  educa¬ 
tion  was  carried  on  in  the  district  school  and  by 
his  father  he  was  trained  to  a  full  knowledge  of 
agriculture  in  all  its  detail.  He  was  married  in 
1869  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Moss,  a  native  of  Pike 
County,  who  departed  this  life  in  1882,  at  the  age 
of  thirt3r-seven  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  H.  and  Hester  (Griffith)  Moss,  natives  of 
Kentucky.  By  his  union  with  Miss  IMoss,  there 
were  born  the  following-named  six  children: 
Daniel  and  Henry  at  home;  Alexander,  a  farmer 
of  this  county;  Gertrude,  attending  school  at 
Palmyra,  and  William  J.  and  Mary  E.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Drescher  was  again  married  in  1882,  this 
time  to  Alice  C.  Moss,  whose  birth  also  occurred 
in  Pike  County,  this  State,  March  15,  1855.  She 
was  a  sister  of  his  former  companion,  and  the 
youngest  of  seven  children.  William,  the  eldest, 
is  a  farmer  in  California;  Catherine  is  the  widow 
of  James  Shaw  of  this  township;  Fannie  married 
John  Horne  and  on  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
Elijah  Phears,  a  farmer  of  Pike  County;  Mary  E., 
the  deceased  wife  of  our  subject;  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Drescher,  and  Newton,  a  farmer  of  this  county. 

To  Nicholas  W.  and  Alice  Drescher  there  have 
been  born  five  children,  viz.:  Paul  L.,  Belle  G., 
■  Margaret  P.,  Charles  L.  and  Lulu  M.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  has  running  through  his  farm.  Cease  Creek, 
a  clear  body  of  water  which  adds  greatly  to  the 
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value  of  his  place  and  makes  it  a  fine  location  for 
stockraising.  The  old  log  cabin  is  still  standing 
which  was  erected  by  his  father.  He  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
for  several  years  was  a  licensed  preacher.  He  is 
Class-Leader  in  that  denomination  and  takes 
great  interest  in  the  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  although  never 
an  office  seeker,  has  been  placed  on  the  school 
board  as  clerk  for  the  past  eight  years.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  for 
thirty  years. 


JAMES  P.  GREGORY,  of  Center  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in  IMecklen- 
burg  County,  December  5,  1821,  and  is  the 
son  of  Barrett  Gregory,  a  native  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  as  was  also  his  grandfather, 
John  Gregory.  The  latter  was  an  extensive  land- 
owner,  with  a  large  number  of  slaves. 

Barrett  Gregory  was  born  in  1792,  and  during 
the  War  of  1812  enlisted,  but  did  not  reach  the 
seat  of  action.  He  spent  his  early  life  on  his 
father’s  plantation  and  in  early  manhood  married 
Sarah  Owens,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Mecklen¬ 
burg  County.  On  his  marriage  he  moved  on  a 
farm  of  his  own,  where  he  remained  until  1834, 
when  he  moved  to  Troy  County,  Ky.,  and  there 
remained  two  years,  removing  from  thence  to 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  and  locating  in  Saverton 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  made 
his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  his  wife  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Their  children  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Eliza,  who  married  Richard  IMurray,  lo¬ 
cated  in  Tennessee;  Julia,  who  married  William 
Tilloson;  James  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
John  B.,  who  died  in  Troy  County,  Ky. ;  Thomas 
S.,  who  moved  to  Texas,  where  he  died;  Asa,  who 
lived  in  Knox  County,  Mo.;  Paulina,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lewis  Dodd,  of  New  London,  IMo. 

Our  subject  received  his  first  schooling  in  Sa¬ 
verton  Township  after  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
fourteen  years.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty 


years  of  age  and  was  then  employed  as  a  laborer 
and  continued  as  such  for  four  years.  He  was 
married  February  5,  1846,  to  Amanda  E.  Craw¬ 
ford,  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  born  January  5, 
1831,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
and  a  daughter  of  Wilkinson  and  Nancy  (Simms) 
Crawford,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Ralls  County,  IMo.  Soon  after  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  entered  a  farm  two  miles  west  of  the  home 
of  his  wife,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  in 
1847  bought  one  hundred  acres  in  Center  Town¬ 
ship  and  at  once  erected  thereon  a  log  cabin.  He 
remained  there  six  years,  improving  the  land, 
after  which  he  sold  it  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  four  and  a  half  miles  southwest  of 
Center,  where  he  has  since  lived.  Of  his  family 
of  eight  children,  seven  are  yet  living,  the  first 
bom  dying  in  infancy.  The  living  are:  IMary  J., 
wife  of  William  Beshears,  of  Jasper  Township; 
Ann,  wife  of  James  Lane,  of  Jasper  Township; 
Elizabeth,  who  first  married  Roger  Smith,  and  on 
his  decease  married  Henry  Lane;  Thomas,  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  farm ;  Louisa,  who  married  Arch  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  of  Jasper  Township;  James  C.,  living  in 
Jasper  Township;  Wilkinson,  who  yet  resides  in 
Ralls  County.  The  children  are  all  married  and 
have  comfortable  homes. 

IMr.  Gregory  has  followed  farming  and  stock- 
raising  during  his  entire  life.  He  has  always 
made  it  a  practice  to  pay  as  he  goes.  He  is  a  man 
well  respected,  and  is  numbered  among  the  best 
citizens  of  Ralls  County. 


SQUIRE  LEWIS  H.  GARDNER,  a  pioneer 
of  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  was  born  in  Scott 
County,  Ky.,  August  22,  1822.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Thomas  Gardner,  was  born  in  Scotland 
and  came  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  and  located  in  Maryland.  He  married  in 
that  State  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  during 
the  struggle  for  independence  served  in  the  army 
of  his  adopted  country.  He  removed  to  Scott 
County,  Ky.,  about  the  year  1812.  In  his  family 
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were  the  following  children;  Joseph,  who  re¬ 
mained  in  Kentucky;  Bennett,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  Elizabeth,  who  lived  and  died  in  Ken¬ 
tucky;  Mary,  who  married  David  Pulis  and  moved 
to  Adissouri  in  1830,  and  subsequently  to  Shells- 
burg,  Wis.,  where  she  died;  Ann,  who  remained 
single  and  died  in  Ralls  County.  Thomas  Gard¬ 
ner  was  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Churcli 
and  died  in  that  faith. 

Bennett  Gardner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  January  15,  1785.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  on  a  farm  and  his  education 
received  in  the  common  schools.  He  married  in 
Alaryland  Alargarette  Chadburn,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Chadburn.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  England,  and  ran  away  from  home 
when  a  boy  of  twelve  years  to  escape  the  severity 
of  his  step-mother.  He  was  compelled  to  carry 
water  on  Sunday  for  the  Monday  washings,  and 
one  Sunday  set  his  bucket  down  at  the  spring 
and  never  afterward  returned  to  his  home.  He 
settled  in  Maryland,  but  moved  to  Kentucky  in 
1812  at  the  same  time  with  the  Gardners.  In 
1830  he  removed  to  Missouri  and  located  in  Cen¬ 
ter  Township,  Ralls  County,  which  was  his  home 
until  his  death.  May  12,  1845.  His  wife  survived 
him  until  1854,  and  they  were  both  buried  in  St. 
Paul  Cemetery,  Center  Township.  They  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Bennett  and  Elizabeth  Gardner  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  Ann,  born  De¬ 
cember  17,  1807,  married  William  Pulis  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  moved  to  Alissouri  in  1830,  and  died  in 
1844;  Julia  A.,  born  March  10,  1809,  married  Jo¬ 
seph  Hardy  in  Ralls  County,  moved  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  in  1845,  then  back  to  Alissouri  and  again 
to  Wisconsin,  where  she  died;  Teresa,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  16,  1811,  married  Phillip  AIcBride  in  Wis¬ 
consin;  John  C.,  born  Alarch  6,  1812,  went  to  Jo 
Daviess  County,  Ill.  (1832),  returned  to  Missouri 
and  went  to  school  ten  years  and  then  returned  to 
Illinois;  Elizabeth,  born  February  ii,  1815,  was 
married  in  Ralls  County  to  Abraham  Sibert  and 
moved  to  Wisconsin  in  1841,  then  to  Dubuque, 
la.,  where  she  died;  Susan,  born  January  23, 
1816,  was  married  to  Conrad  Pulis  in  Ralls 
County,  moved  to  Audrain  County,  and  from 


thence  to  Shellsburg,  Wis.,  thence  to  Dubuque, 
la.,  where  she  died;  Alargaret,  born  February 
22,  1820,  died  in  Ralls  County  at  the  home  of  our 
subject;  Lewis  H.,  our  subject;  Sarah  H.,  born 
August  12,  1824-,  married  John  Shuck,  who  died 
in  1863,  and  she  now  resides  in  Hannibal,  Mo.; 
Thomas  B.,  born  November  9,  1827,  left  Missouri 
in  1847,  never  returned;  he  was  last  heard 
from  in  the  Wisconsin  pineries  and  is  supposed  to 
have  perished  in  one  of  the  forest  fires  in  that 
State;  William  AI.,  born  January  27,  1832,  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  1858.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  in  1845  the  mother  in 
1854- 

Lewis  H.  Gardner,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  eight  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Alissouri.  He  remained  at  home  until 
of  age  and  then  went  to  the  lead  mines  of  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin,  and  in  1844  cast  his  first  Presiden¬ 
tial  vote  at  Elizabeth,  Jo  Daviess  County,  Ill.,  for 
James  K.  Polk.  He  returned  in  1847  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  He  was  married  in 
Alarion  County,  April  5,  1849,  to  Mary  Baxter,  a 
daughter  of  Elijah  and  Rebecca  (Fry)  Baxter, 
and  who  was  born  in  that  county  November  21, 
1824.  To  them  were  born  seven  children:  An¬ 
drew  J.,  born  January  8,  1850,  married  and  located 
in  Audrain  County,  Mo.,  and  died  August  9,  1881 ; 
Susan  R.,  born  August  16,  1859,  nrarried  James 
Hager  and  died  June  28,  1881 ;  William  O.,  born 
August  2,  1853,  married  Laura  Alexander  and 
now  resides  in  Center  Township;  Annie  AI.,  born 
July  6,  1856,  married  George  Little,  of  Ralls 
County;  Alary  J.,  born  Aitgust  2,  1858,  at  home; 
Lewis  F.,  born  January  28,  1861,  died  March  20, 
1881;  Frances  E.,  born  August  19,  1865,  married 
Robert  O’Donnell  and  died  February  22,  1886. 
Airs.  Gardner,  the  mother  of  these  children,  died 
April  19,  1881.  Mr.  Gardner  remarried  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1882,  choosing  as  his  bride  Susan  AI.  Little, 
daughter  of  Benedict  and  Louisa  Little.  She  was 
born  in  Ralls  County  December  ii,  1847.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Kentuck}'-  and  her  mother 
of  Alaryland.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  sec¬ 
ond  union,  John  H.,  born  October  22,  1883,  and 
Robert  L.,  June  6,  1885. 

In  1853  Air.  Gardner  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
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Peace  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  several 
years.  In  1870  he  was  again  elected  and  served 
four  years.  He  has  been  Road  Overseer,  hold¬ 
ing  that  office  for  nine  years.  iMr.  Gardner  has 
always  been  a  hard  working  man,  and  is  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine 
land,  where  he  carries  on  general  stock-raising. 
When  his  sons  were  with  him  he  handled  a  great 
deal  of  stock,  dealing  extensively  in  mules  and 
cattle.  During  the  late  war  he  was  drafted,  but 
being  opposed  to  war  and  bloodshed  he  paid 
seven  hundred  dollars  for  his  substitute.  As  a 
citizen  he  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  iiis  fel¬ 
low  men,  and  in  the  sixty-five  years  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Ralls  County  he  has  labored  hard  and 
long  for  its  material  interests. 


WILLIAM  RENNIE  BROWN. 

Throughout  this  portion  of  Missouri 
there  is  perhaps  no  resident  of  Pike 
County  better  or  more  favorably  known  than  the 
gentleman  with  whose  name  we  introduce  this 
sketch,  and  whose  loss  the  community  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  August  23,  1892.  By  dint  of  per¬ 
severing  application  and  energy  he  rose  from  a 
position  of  poverty  to  one  of  wealth  and  influ¬ 
ence.  His  life  furnishes  proof  of  cheerful,  honest 
labor,  and  a  zealous  determination  to  make  the 
most  of  every  advantage  offered,  and  as  one  of 
the  most  extensive  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
this  section,  he  commanded  the  respect  and  es¬ 
teem  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint¬ 
ance. 

Like  many  of  the  best  residents  of  Pike  County, 
our  subject  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
where  he  was  born,  January  28,  1835,  and  was 
therefore  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  his  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  parents  were  Woodson 
and  Lucy  B.  (Hilliard)  Brown,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Louisa  County,.  W.  Va.,  June 
2,  1803,  and  departed  this  life  July  16,  1878.  The 
mother  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  was 
born  in  Grandville  County,  August  13,  1803,  and 


lived  until  1889,  passing  away  November  5,  of 
that  year. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  at  Red  House,  N.  C.,  July  15,  1829,  and  to 
them  were  born  in  due  time  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  whom  three  of  the  former 
died  in  infancy.  Of  these  children  we  make  the 
following  mention;  IMary  A.,  was  born  April  14, 
1831,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  H.  Sisson, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Cuivre  Township,  this 
county,  and  the  representative  of  an  influential 
family  in  this  section:  Adolphus,  who  was  born 
in  1833,  died  two  years  later;  William  R.,  born 
January  28,  1835,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Henry  W.,  was  born  in  1836,  and  died  the  follow¬ 
ing  year;  Lucy  B.,  born  July  2,  1838,  is  the  wife 
of  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Cuivre  Township;  John 
W.,  whose  birth  occurred  June  18,  1840,  died 
when  an  infant  of  twelve  months;  Thomas  P., 
born  November  25,  1841,  is  engaged  in  farm 
pursuits  in  Audrain  County,  this  State,  and  Guil¬ 
ford  B.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Pike 
County,  and  a  sketch  of  whom  may  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

When  locating  in  this  State  in  1839,  Woodson 
and  Lucy  Brown  took  up  land  and  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  engaged  in  farm  pursuits. 
The  father  made  a  success  of  his  chosen  vocation 
by  giving  his  entire  attention  to  it,  and  although 
beginning  in  life  without  means,  became  one  of 
the  prominent  and  substantial  agriculturists  of 
Pike  Count}'.  He  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  who  for 
many  years  witnessed  its  progress  and  aided  in 
its  upbuilding.  Although  in  no  sense  of  the  word 
an  office-seeker,  yet  he  took  an  active  part  in  all 
municipal  elections  as  well  as  Presidential  cam¬ 
paigns,  standing  loyally  by  the  Democratic  party, 
and  aiding  its  nominees  to  the  best  possible  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  country. 

Our  subject  was  a  resident  of  this  township 
from  the  age  of  five  years  until  the  day  of  his 
decease.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  fine  es¬ 
tate  and  during  his  younger  years  conned  his 
lessons  in  the  rude  log  cabin  of  the  district.  This 
temple  of  learning  bore  little  resemblance  to  the 
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magnificent  structures  which  the  youth  of  to-day 
attend,  nor  did  the  branches  taught  equal  in  any 
respect  the  advantages  which  every  boy  and  girl 
of  the  present  time  enjoy.  He  was  quick  to 
learn,  however,  and  not  being  satisfied  with  this 
meager  education,  by  systematic  and  judicious 
reading,  became  one  of  the  best-informed  men, 
on  all  subjects  of  importance  and  interest,  in  the 
locality. 

When  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  William  Brown 
made  a  profession  of  religion,  joining  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  i860,  however,  after  his  marriage,  he 
united,  with  his  wife,  with  the  Cumberland  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  to  the  day  of  his  death  was 
known  as  a  strong  exponent  bf  its  teachings.  He 
was  a  Christian  man  in  every  sense  of  the  term 
and  his  place  in  the  church,  where  his  name  was 
the  synonym  of  love  and  charity,  can  never  be 
filled.  He  was  one  of  its  leading  members,  was 
foremost  in  its  every  good  work  and  for  years 
held  the  office  of  deacon.  We  cannot  think  that 
such  a  life  can  come  to  naught,  but  we  reverently 
believe  that  he  has  now  entered  “upon  broader 
fields  of  action  and  duty,  where  nobler  struggles 
shall  task  the  strength  and  more  precious  crowns 
award  the  victor,  where  the  hopes  and  dreams  of 
earth  shall  be  turned  to  realities  and  the  broken 
circles  of  life  be  rounded  to  the  perfect  orb.” 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Jane 
E.  Sisson  was  celebrated  December  23,  1855. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  W.  Va., 
June  30,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Strother)  Sisson.  Her  father,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  above  State,  was  born  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  1794,  and  died  September  16,  1845.  His 
wife  was  likewise  a  Virginian  by  birth,  and  was 
thirty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  de¬ 
cease,  October  2,  1840.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Louis  and  Mary  Strother,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  Old  Dominion,  where  they  were  ex¬ 
tensive  farmers  and  slave-owners. 

The  parental  household  of  Mrs.  Brown  in¬ 
cluded  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  as  follows:  William  J.,  the  eldest,  was  born 
August  2,  1822,  and  was  a  miller  by  occupation, 
but  is  now  living  retired  at  Bowling  Green,  this 
State;  Henry  L.,  born  January  12,  1824,  is  de¬ 


ceased;  Margaret  A.  was  born  August  14,  1824, 
and  is  now  the  widow  of  Henry  Kelly,  formerly 
a  well-to-do  farmer  of  this  county;  John  J.,  born 
March  10,  1827,  is  now  retired  from  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business  and  living  in  Colorado;  George  E. 
was  born  December  28,  1829,  and  died  on  his 
way  to  California;  Mary  C.,  who  is  now  the 
widow  of  J.  O.  McCune,  of  Peno  Township,  Pike 
County,  was  born  January  18,  1832;  Lawson  F., 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Spencer  Township,  was 
born  in  1834,  and  for  his  full  history  the  reader 
is  referred  to  his  biography  on  another  pa^e  in 
this  volume;  Jane  E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
the  nqxt  in  order  of  birth;  Julia  V.,  born  March 
26,  1839,  died  in  October,  i860.  The  latter  mar¬ 
ried  Bamia  Shellhorse,  and  to  them  was  born  a 
daughter,  Maggie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Biggs,  a  resident  of  this  township. 

On  the  death  of  his  wife,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Brown  chose  for  his  second  companion,  Mrs. 
Mary  (DeMuth)  Nowell,  a  widow,  and  their 
union  was  solemnized  December  23,  1841.  This 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children, 
of  whom  Samuel  L.,  born  December  20,  1842, 
is  a  substantial  farmer  of  Pike  County;  Harriet 
N.,  born  August  4,  1844,  is  now  the  wife  of  J. 
Jones,  and  makes  her  home  in  California;  and 
Barbara  F.,  born  February  4,  1846,  makes  her 
home  with  her  brother,  Samuel.  The  father  of 
this  family  so  conducted  himself  throughout  life 
as  to  honor  the  citizenship  of  this  township.  He 
was  well  known  and  much  respected  by  all  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  and  always 
attended  strictly  to  his  own  affairs.  He  begrudged 
happiness  to  no  one,  was  no  man’s  enemy,  and 
had  no  enemies  of  his  own,  but  on  the  contrary 
had  many  friends. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
were  born  a  large  family,  numbering  six  sons 
and  six  daughters.  Of  these  we  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mention:  Mary  L.  was  born  September 
20,  1856,  married  Hiram  C.  Brown,  who  although 
bearing  the  same  name,  was  no  relative,  and 
makes  her  home  on  a  fine  estate  in  Spencer 
Township,  this  county;  William  J.,  born  March 
27,  1858,  is  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  in  Ralls 
County,  this  State;  Margaret  E.  married  Horace 
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Neville,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Pike  County;  Ida 
B.,  born  September  21,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  John 
T.  Reading,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  in  Curryville,  AIo.;  Thomas  T.  was  born 
March  8,  1863,  and  is  farming  in  Spencer  Town¬ 
ship;  Eugene  E.,  born  January  24,  1865,  is  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  general  merchant  at  Curryville;  James 
K.,  born  November  12,  1866,  is  a  farmer  of  this 
section;  John  L.,  born  September  19,  1868,  is 
managing  the  home  place  for  his  widowed 
mother;  Leona,  born  October  8,  1870,  resides 
under  the  parental  roof;  Maude  W.,  born  April 
II,  1876,  died  in  infancy;  Birdie  B.,  born  on 
Christmas  Day,  1878,  is  at  home,  as  is  also  Rob¬ 
ert  E.,  whose  birth  occurred  July  23,  1880. 

On  his  death,  in  1892,  William  R.  Brown  was 
mourned  by  many  far  beyond  his  sorrowing  home 
circle.  Though  he  was  a  quiet  and  unassuming 
man,  he  was  an  influence  for  good  in  the  com-  I 
munity  where  so  much  of  his  life  had  been  passed, 
as  his  every  deed  and  act  were  guided  by  the 
highest  principles  of  truth,  integrity  and  morality. 
He  built  up  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  at¬ 
tractive  homes  in  the  county  and  left  to  his  wife 
and  family  a  handsome  fortune.  Mrs.  Brown 
is  a  true,  generous-hearted  woman  and  holds  a 
warm  place  in  the  affections  of  those  about  her. 
She  is  one  of  the  valued  members  of  the  same 
church  with  which  her  husband’s  name  is  indis-  j 
solubly  connected.  | 


Henry  clay  heather.  Prosecuting 

Attorney  of  Marion  County,  was  born 
February  8,  1867,  in  Liberty  Township, 
Marion  County,  Mo.  His  parents  were  Perry  C. 
and  Mary  E.  (Taylor)  Heather,  the  former  of 
whom  was  also  born  in  this  county,  the  date 
thereof  being  November  14,  1834.  He  was  the 
son  of  Michael  B.  Heather,  a  native  of  Maryland, 
who  emigrated  to  Missouri  many  years  ago  and 
became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Marion 
County.  He  was  a  farmer  and  stock-dealer  and 
died  in  this  section  in  1854. 

Perrv  Heather  received  a  common  school  edu¬ 


cation  in  Marion  County,  and  when  embarking 
in  life  on  his  own  account  chose  farming  as  his 
vocation.  His  valuable  tract  of  land,  which  was 
three  hundred  acres  in  extent,  was  situated  in 
iMiller  Township.  The  home  place  in  Liberty 
Township  was  also  three  hundred  acres  in  ex¬ 
tent  and  well  cultivated.  He  died  August  18, 
1889.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  de¬ 
voted  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  wife 
was  a  native  of  IMissouri  and  the  daughter  of  Wes¬ 
ley  L.  and  Emeline  (Bowles)  Taylor,  old  families 
of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  ^Missouri  during  the 
early  settlement  of  the  State  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  The  mother  is  now  living  in  Palmyra. 

To  the  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
there  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  Anna  B. 
died  in  infancy;  Henry  Clay  was  the  next  in  or¬ 
der  of  birth;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Brown, 
of  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Charles  B.  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years;  Ottie  AT  is  at  home,  and  Eddie 
B.  died  when  an  infant. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
iMiller  Township,  acquiring  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  Later  he  attended 
the  Tngleside  College  and  the  Centenary  High 
School  at  Palmyra.  He  then  entered  the  iMis- 
souri  State  University  at  Columbia,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1888,  taking  a 
full  course  in  the  law  department.  He  then  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  Rufus  E.  Anderson,  in  order  to 
familiarize  himself  with  the  practice,  jMr.  Ander¬ 
son  being  at  that  time  Prosecuting  Attorney.  He 
remained  there  until  his  father’s  death,  when  he 
removed  with  the  family  to  the  home  farm,  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate. 
They  lived  there  until  in  August,  1890,  when 
j  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Palmyra,  where  they 
now  reside. 

In  January,  1891,  our  subject  was  appointed 
[  Deputy  County  Clerk  under  W.  E.  Sites,  and 
'  also  Assistant  Prosecuting  Attorney  with  J.  T. 
i  Ray.  In  1892  he  announced  himself  as  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
and  after  a  hot  contest  he  received  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  nomination  at  the  primary,  with  a  plurality 
of  six  hundred  and  thirty  votes  over  Col.  R.  E. 
Anderson  and  James  T.  Ray,  the  latter  being  then 
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the  incumbent  of  the  position.  He  was  elected 
and  duly  installed  in  office  January  ii,  1893.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  renominated 
and  reelected  without  opposition  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term. 
In  both  elections  he  led  the  ticket,  which  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  ability  and  popularity  as  a  Prosecut¬ 
ing  Attorney. 

During  the  first  two  years  as  Prosecuting  At¬ 
torney  Mr.  Heather  tried  fifty  felony  cases  and 
over  two  hundred  misdemeanors.  Among  the 
cases  in  which  he  secured  conviction  of  murder  in 
the  first  degree  is  that  of  Adam  Young,  accused 
of  killing  his  father.  During  his  second  term  in¬ 
dictments  for  murder  in  the  first  degree  were 
found  against  Dr.  J.  C.  Hearne  and  wife  for  the 
murder  of  Amos  J.  Stillwell,  at  Hannibal.,  Mo., 
in  December,  1889,  which  case  at  this  writing  is 
before  the  courts  for  trial. 

Socially  Mr.  Heather  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of 
P.,  belonging  to  Amicitia  Lodge  No.  32,  of  Pal¬ 
myra. 

Mr.  Heather  is  very  popular  with  the  bar  and 
the  people.  He  is  a  good  advocate,  an  uncom¬ 
promising,  vigorous  prosecutor  and  one  of  the 
rising  lawyers  of  the  State. 


SAMUEL  P.  M’ELROY,  who  is  one  of  the 
respected  pioneers  of  Marion  County,  was 
born  in  Warren  Township,  on  the  home¬ 
stead  where  he  now  resides,  June  26,  1838.  He 
is  one  of  the  practical  and  influential  agricultur¬ 
ists  of  the  township,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  for  over  a  half-century.  His  possessions 
are  located  on  Section  6,  Township  57,  Range  8, 
and  comprise  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Hugh  and  Catherine  C.  (McAfee)  McElroy, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  the  father’s  birth  occurring  in  Marion 
County,  February  25,  1802,  while  his  wife  was 
born  March  29,  1807.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Samuel  P.  and  Mary 
(Wilson)  McElroy,  also  Kentuckians,  in  which 


State  the  grandfather  died.  His  wife  afterward 
came  to  this  county,  where  she  departed  this  life 
in  1859,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
namely:  William,  Esther,  James,  Nancy,  Hugh, 
Margaret,  Wilson,  Eliza,  Ann  and  Andrew.  Of 
these  all  are  deceased,  with  the  exception  of  Ann, 
who  is  the  widow  of  George  Edelin  and  lives 
in  Shelbyville,  Mo. 

Hugh  and  Catherine  McElroy  were  married 
in  Warren  Tov/nship,  this  county,  October  15, 
1835,  and  to  them  were  born  five  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  as  follows:  John  is  a  farmer  of  Shelby 
County;  Samuel  P.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Elizabeth  is  deceased;  Nancy  A.  is  unmarried, 
and  makes  her  home  on  a  portion  of  the  old 
homestead,  in  this  township,  and  Mary  M.  is  de-  • 
ceased. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  with  his  brother 
Andrew,  came  to  this  portion  of  Missouri  in  1831 
from  their  native  State.  They  at  once  entered 
land  from  the  Government  and  lived  together 
until  Andrew,  in  1861,  went  to  Texas,  where  his 
death  occurred.  Hugh,  in  1836,  established  a 
store  of  general  merchandise  at  Warren,  which 
he  conducted  for  many  years  with  signal  success. 
He  was  a  fairly  well  educated  man  and  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  was  actively  interested  in  the 
good  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in 
politics  always  voted  the  Whig  ticket. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
homestead  which  he  is  at  present  cultivating,  and 
secured  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  At  the  same  time  he  learned  the  prac¬ 
tical  manner  of  conducting  a  farm,  and  when  ar¬ 
riving  at  man’s  estate  continued  to  follow  this 
line  of  business,  and  has  met  with  good  success 
in  his  vocation.  He  is  an  industrious,  hard¬ 
working  man,  noted  for  his  honesty  and  upright¬ 
ness. 

Mr.  McElroy  was  married  June  8,  1876,  to 
Miss  Sallie  J.  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  in  1849.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Alice  (Bell)  Mitchell,  natives  of 
Virginia,  whence  they  emigrated  10  the  above 
county  many  years  ago  and  where  the  mother 
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died.  The  father  with  his  family  then  removed 
to  Saline  County,  this  State,  where  he  was  living 
at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  and  also  taught  school  with  success.  To 
them  were  born  the  following-named  sons  and 
daughters:  Liddleton,  now  deceased,  as  is  also 
Thomas;  William  is  engaged  in  the  elevator 
business  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Maria  married  Dr. 
John  N.  Dunlap,  a  prominent  physician  and 
druggist  of  Miami,  Mo.,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Ellen,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Wilson  Cal- 
hune,  a  carpenter  of  Saline  County,  and  James  is 
a  farmer  of  Shelby  County. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  seven  children:  William  C.,  at 
home;  Katie  B.,  deceased,  and  Annie  M.,  Hugh 
D.,  Mary  A.,  Mattie  L,  and  Ruth  E.,  at  home. 

In  political  affairs,  Mr.  McElroy  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Since 
the  death  of  his  father  he  has  carried  on  the  home 
place,  and  under  his  able  supervision  the  farm  is 
kept  under  the  best  improvements  and  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation. 


A.  WOOD,  a  worthy  resident  of  Warren 
Township,  Marion  County,  is  one  of  the 
•  wealthy  and  influential  men  of  this  re¬ 
gion.  He  commenced  life  empty-handed,  but 
by  indomitable  will  and  business  ability  has 
wrought  out  for  himself  a  comfortable  mainte¬ 
nance  and  a  high  reputation  for  honorable  char¬ 
acter- among  those  who  know  him. 

A  native  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Wood  was  born  in 
Bourbon  County,  August  i,  1826.  He  is  the  son 
of  David  and  Sarah  (Ashgraft)  Wood,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  the  father  born  in 
1804,  and  the  mother  in  1803.  They  died  in 
1878  and  1847,  respectively.  They  were  united 
in  marriage  in  Kentucky  in  1825,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following-named  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters:  E.  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  now 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Eli  Taylor,  of  Texas; 
Sallie  A.  married  William  Carnehan  and  both  are 


deceased;  John  T.  is  a  retired  farmer,  living  in 
Colorado;  Mary  J.  and  her  husband,  John  Wil¬ 
kins,  are  deceased,  as  are  also  Stephen,  William, 
W'ho  was  killed  on  the  railroad,  Sophia  and  Mar¬ 
tha.  The  latter  was  the  wife  of  Silas  Hendricks, 
a  blacksmith  of  Kansas. 

David  Wood  was  a  second  time  married,  the 
lady  on  this  occasion  being  Mrs.  Fanny  Tim¬ 
mons,  the  mother  of  two  daughters,  Martha  and 
Emily,  and  one  son.  By  her  union  with  Mr. 
Wood  there  were  born  five  children,  as  follows: 
Agnus,  the  wife  of  John  Jurde,  resides  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.;  IMilton,  Robert  R.  and  George  are 
farmers  of  Shelby  County,  this  State;  ^^lalcome 
M.  is  a  physician  of  Palmyra. 

In  1830  our  subject  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Monroe  County,  this  State,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  six  years.  Their  next  change 
found  them  living  in  Shelby  County,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  His  father 
was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  for  many  years  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  his  township. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  his  twenty- 
sixth  year.  He  then  began  doing  for  himself, 
his  first  work  being  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s 
trade.  This  he  followed  for  about  thirty-five 
years,  and  even  at  the  present  time  does  all  his 
own  work  in  that  line.  In  1865  he  purchased 
two  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  erected  a  shop  and 
carried  on  a  business  as  blacksmith  for  two  years. 
He  then  became  the  proprietor  of  his  present 
estate,  comprising  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
acres  of  excellent  land,  and  although  giving  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  to  its  cultivation,  he 
still  did  work  for  his  neighbors. 

Mr.  Wood  was  married  October  26,  1856,  to 
IMiss  Sarah  J.  Hughtower,  who  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  survived  her  marriage  only  two 
years  when  she  was  called  hence,  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one.  To  them  was  born  a 
son,  William  R.,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Wood  was  married  in  i860  to  Jane  E.  Bragg, 
whose  birth  occurred  March  23,  1837,  in  Virginia. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Elias  and  Alargaret 
Bragg,  Virginians,  who  emigrated  to  this  county 
in  1832,  and  thereafter  were  engaged  in  farm  pur¬ 
suits  in  this  locality.  They  became  prominent  in 
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the  af¥airs  of  their  community  and  were  respected 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
To  them  was  born  a  large  family  of  sons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  we  mention  the  following: 
Margaret,  deceased;  William,  residing  in  Cali 
fornia;  Sarah,  deceased;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Harrison  of  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Lucy,  de¬ 
ceased;  Jane  E.  and  Virginia,  twins;  Nancy,  the 
widow  of  Daniel  Birds,  of  Monroe  City,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  S.,  Agnus  and  Roddie,  who  died  young. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  our  sub¬ 
ject  by  his  union  with  Miss  Bragg.  They  were 
Charles  B.  and  William  S.,  farmers  of  Shelby 
County,  this  State;  Sallie,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Smith,  a  farmer  also  of  the  above  county;  Lizzie, 
whose  husband,  John  P.  Snider,  is  the  owner  of 
a  farm  there;  Leonora,  Samuel  H.  and  Edwin 
Y.,  at  home. 

In  using  his  right  of  franchise,  Mr.  Wood  has 
always  supported  Democratic  nominees,  and  is 
an.  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  his  party.  He 
is  upright  and  conscientious  in  every  position  in 
life  to  which  he  is  called,  and  is  a  man  of  patriotic 
and  public  spirit.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  socially,  is  a  Mason 
of  high  standing. 


JOSEPH  E.  WRIGHT.  Among  the  most 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Ralls  County  is 
Mr.  Wright,  who  is  also  one  of  its  oldest 
residents,  having  made  his  home  here  for  the  past 
eighteen  years.  He  is  a  man  whose  high  repu¬ 
tation  and  material  prosperity  have  come  as  the 
reward  of  unusual  natural  abilities  industriously 
applied.  He  makes  his  home  in  Perry  Town¬ 
ship,  on  Section  27,  where  he  has  ninety-six  and 
one-half  acres  of  nicely  improved  and  highly  pro¬ 
ductive  land. 

James  and  Sallie  (Gilkison)  Wright,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  subject,  were  both  natives  of  Virginia 
where  they  were  reared  and  married.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  which  industry  he 
carried  on  in  connection  with  his  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  until  his  death,  July  22,  1876.  His 


wife  departed  this  life  January  19,  1863.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Sarah, 
was  born  October  9,  1814;  Joseph  E.,  March  9, 
1816;  William.  G.,  December  2,  1817;  Samuel, 
October  ii,  1820;  James  D.,  February  16,  1823; 
Ruth  A.  E.,  May  i,  1825;  Nancy,  October  12, 
1827;  and  Henry,  July  16,  1829.  They  were  all 
well  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Virginia 
and  became  good  and  useful  citizens  of  their 
respective  communities. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  a  year  before  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority.  He  then  went  to  live  with  his  uncle  near 
Staunton,  Va.,  becoming  manager  of  his  farm 
and  remaining  with  him  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  In  1852,  however,  desirous  of  seeing 
something  of  the  Western  country,  he  emigrated 
to  Missouri  and  became  the  proprietor  of  a  quar¬ 
ter  section  of  land  in  Saline  County.  He  found 
a  good  tenant  for  the  place  and  then  removed  to 
Monroe  County,  settling  on  a  tract  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  near  South  Fork  Creek.  He 
made  this  locality  his  home  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years. 

February  8,  1855,  Mr.  Wright  was  married  to 
Nancy  D.  Yewell,  who  was  born  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  January  24,  1832.  In  1870  they 
took  up  their  abode  in  Perry,  this  State, 
having  disposed  of  their  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  tract,  and  made  their  home  there  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  two  years.  During  this  time  Mr.  Wright 
made  numerous  improvements  in  the  town,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  traded  his  property  there 
for  his  present  farm,  receiving  in  addition  one 
thousand  dollars  in  cash. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Nancy,  born  October  12,  1855, 
is  now  deceased;  Millard  F.,  born  March  14,  1858, 
is  also  deceased;  John  Y.,  born  September  19, 
1859,  now  living  in  Perry,  Mo.;  James  W.,  born 
July  23,  1865,  is  deceased,  as  is  also  Maggie  Belle, 
born  September  7,  1867;  Samuel  B.  was  born 
September  6,  1875,  now  makes  his  home  with 
his  parents.  The  other  two  children  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  They  were  all  given  good  educations  and 
the  eldest  is  now  attending  high  school. 
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In  politics  ]\Ir.  Wright  is  a  strong  supporter 
of  Democratic  principles  and  candidates.  He  is 
a  man  who  attends  strictly  to  his  own  affairs  and, 
although  seventy-nine  years  old,  he  as  yet  shows 
but  little  of  the  ravages  of  time.  With  his  family 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
is  a  self-made  man,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  good 
competence,  the  result  of  his  early  well-directed 
efforts,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  county. 


ILLIAM  EDWIN  HOLLIDAY.  It 
affords  us  pleasure  to  place  before  our 
readers  an  outline  of  the  history  of  this 
young  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Pike  County.  His 
estate  is  located  on  Section  i8.  Township  54 
North,  Range  2  West,  is  under  admirable  tillage 
and,  in  fact,  is  one  of  the  best  to  be  found  in  the 
township.  ]\Ir.  Holliday  was  born  in  this  section 
about  one  mile  east  of  where  he  is  now  living, 
January  ii,  1864.  He  was  the  youngest  of  three 
children  born  to  William  A.  and  Jaily  A.  (Finley) 
Holliday.  The  father  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass 
State  in  January,  1811,  whence  he  came  to  IMis- 
souri  with  his  parents  in  his  boyhood  days.  They 
located  at  once  in  Pike  County,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  embarked  in  life  for  himself  as  an 
agriculturist.  Pie  was  later  married  to  JMiss  Fin¬ 
ley,  and  for  seven  years  enjoyed  the  blessings  of 
a  happy  home.  In  December,  1863,  his  death  oc¬ 
curred,  leaving  his  stricken  family  to  mourn  his 
loss.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  and 
during  his  years  of  residence  in  this  county  his 
kindly  nature,  genial  disposition  and  generous 
support  of  all  w’orthy  enterprises  endeared  him 
to  all  who  knew  him. 

]\Irs.  Jaily  Holliday  was  the  daughter  of  IMil- 
ton  and  Sally  (Grant)  Finley.  She  is  a  native  of 
this  State  and  county,  having  been  born  January 
II,  1838.  Growing  to  noble  womanhood,  she  met 
and  married  Mr.  Holliday,  into  whose  home  she 
brought  sunshine  and  contentment.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  was  again  married  to 


William  B.  Smith,  by  whom  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  !Mr. 
Smith  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stockman  of 
this  county. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
William  and  Rebecca  (Reading)  Holliday,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky.  They  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  in  that  State,  and  in  about  1818, 
after  their  marriage,  came  with  their  family  to 
^Missouri,  settling  in  Pike  County.  There  their 
seven  sons  and  daughters  grew  to  mature  years, 
while  the  grandparents  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  in  this  section. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  on  his  mother’s 
side  were  Milton  and  Sally  (Grant)  Finley.  They, 
too,  were  Kentuckians  by  birth,  and  at  the  time  of 
their  removal  to  this  State  were  classed  among 
its  pioneers.  After  a  number  of  years’  residence 
on  Buffalo  Creek  they  removed  to  Montgomery 
County,  where  they  were  living  at  the  time  of 
their  decease. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  care  and  guidance  of  a  loving  mother, 
his  father  having  died  prior  to  his  birth.  He  ac¬ 
quired  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools, 
completing  his  course  with  one  term  at  the  State 
University  at  Columbia,  j\Io.  When  attaining 
his  eighteenth  year  he  began  his  career  as  an 
agriculturist.  He  was  a  very  ambitious  young 
man,  and  five  years  later,  when  his  marriage  oc¬ 
curred,  he  was  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm. 

William  Edwin  Holliday  and  Miss  Peggie  L. 
Shannon  were  united  in  marriage  February  17, 
1887.  After  his  union  with  this  lady  he  continued 
his  farm  labors,  locating  in  Ralls  County,  work¬ 
ing  with  renewed  zeal  and  energy  until  1891, 
when  he  sold  this  place  and  became  the  proprietor 
of  his  present  fine  farm,  locating  upon  it  in  the 
spring  of  that  year. 

]Mrs.  Peggie  L.  Holliday  was  born  in  Noix 
Creek,  about  three  miles  south  of  her  present 
home,  July  17,  1867.  She  was  the  youngest  of 
ten  children  born  to  her  parents,  John  Eastin  and 
IMargaret  B.  (Biggs)  Shannon,  six  of  whom  sur¬ 
vive.  For  a  complete  history  of  her  parents,  who 
are  prominent  residents  of  this  county,  we  refei- 
the  reader  to  another  page  in  this  volume.  Mrs. 
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Holliday  is  well  educated  and  is  a  woman  pos¬ 
sessing  many  personal  charms.  Her  two  bright 
children,  a  son  and  daughter,  are  the  pride  and 
joy  of  the  household.  The  daughter,  Majorie, 
was  seven  years  of  age  January  i,  1895,  and  Eas¬ 
ton  B.  will  be  six  years  old  July  20,  1895. 

Since  his  removal  to  this  county  Mr.  Holliday 
has  prospered  in  all  that  he  has  undertaken,  and 
his  valuable  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county  in  point  of  improvement 
and  location.  It  lies  in  Grassy  Creek  Valley,  and 
from  the  admirable  manner  in  which  it  is  culti¬ 
vated  yields  its  proprietor  a  handsome  income. 

Our  subject  is  an  affable  and  courteous  gentle¬ 
man  and  his  hospitality  and  good  nature,  com¬ 
bined  with  his  love  of  justice  have  made  him  a 
host  of  friends  and  won  for  him  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics  he 
always  supports  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  religious  matters  is  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  As  one  of 
the  leading  and  representative  young  farmers  of 
Pike  County,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  place 
his  sketch  before  our  readers. 


Rev.  ERASMUS  DARWIN  PEARSON, 
D.  D.,  was  born  in  Saline  County,  Mo., 
June  6,  1830.  He  is  the  youngest  of  five 
children,  three  girls  and  two  boys.  Alonzo  Pear¬ 
son,  his  father,  was  born  in  Maryland,  came  to 
Missouri  in  1819,  and  married  Eliza  W.  Sapping- 
ton,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Sappington,  of  Saline 
County,  Mo.  Her  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
1822.  Her  father  was  by  profession  a  lawyer  and 
died  in  1833,  and  in  1839  his  widow  married  Gov. 
Clayburn  E.  Jackson. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
Eayette,  Howard  County,  and  Arrow  Rock,  Sa¬ 
line  County.  He  attended  the  Masonic  College 
at  Philadelphia,  Marion  County,  in  1846  and  1847. 
He  then  attended  the  Cumberland  University  at 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1852.  He  united  with  the  Cumberland  Presby¬ 


terian  Church  in  1848,  and  was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Salt  River  Presbytery  in  March,  1854,  at 
the  Buffalo  Church,  in  Pike  County,  Mo.  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  1854,  he  was  sent  by  the  Presbytery  to 
Louisiana,  Mo.,  where,  in  Eebruary,  1855,  he  and 
Rev.  J.  W.  Campbell  organized  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  congregation.  The  church  house 
was  built  during  the  fall  and  summer  following. 
He  continued  to  preach  to  that  congregation 
until  June,  1861,  when,  by  reason  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Marion  County, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1864  he  moved  to  Spencerburg, 
Pike  County.  In  1867  he  moved  back  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  resumed  charge  of  his  old  congregation. 
He  preached  continually  to  other  congregations 
from  the  time  he  left  Louisiana  until  he  returned. 
In  the  spring  of  1890  the  old  brick  church  build¬ 
ing  was  torn  down  and  a  large  modern  church 
erected  in  its  place,  costing  fifteen  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  With  a  short  intermission  he  has  preached 
continually  to  the  Louisiana  congregation  for 
forty-one  years. 

On  January  5,  1859,  Mr.  Pearson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Orpha  Matilda  Dysart, 
daughter  of  Col.  John  and  Matilda  (Brooks)  Dy¬ 
sart,  of  Howard  County.  By  this  union  were  born 
five  children:  Eugene,  Will  Ella,  John  A.,  Ras, 
and  Donnell  M.,  all  of  whom  graduated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Louisiana.  Eugene  and  Ras 
graduated  afterward  in  the  literary  department  of 
Lincoln  University,  Lincoln,  Ill.,  and  in  the  law- 
department  of  the  Cumberland  University,  Leb¬ 
anon,  Tenn.,  and  are  now  practicing  law  in  Lou¬ 
isiana,  Mo.  Will  Ella  graduated  in  Ward’s  Semi¬ 
nary,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  then  took  a  post¬ 
graduate’s  course  in  the  same  seminary,  with  a 
degree  of  “Cum  Laude.”  She  died  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1885.  John  A.  graduated  in  a  business  col¬ 
lege  at  Jacksonville,  Ill.,  and  has  been  with  the 
Stark  Bros.  Nursery  for  eleven  years.  Donnell 
M.  took  the  literary  course  in  the  Cumberland 
University  and  a  three  years’  course  in  medicine 
in  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  graduating  in 
1891.  He  is  now  located  in  Louisiana,  Mo.,  as  a 
practicing  physician,  being  associated  with  Dr. 
A.  G.  Muskey. 

Hon.  Ras  Pearson,  after  having  thoroughly 
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fitted  himself  for  his  profession,  opened  his  office 
at  Louisiana  in  1888.  He  has  been  successful  in 
practice  and  is  one  of  the  rising  young  attorneys 
of  the  State.  In  1892  he  was  elected  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  as  County  Attorney  for  Pike  County 
and  is  filling  that  position  with  ability  and  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  people.  He  is  quick  to  analyze  the 
cases  brought  before  him  for  trial,  and  masters 
the  leading  and  important  features.  He  is  a  good 
advocate  and  a  vigorous  prosecutor. 

Dr.  Pearson  has  been  closely  connected  with 
the  educational  interests  of  the  Cumberland  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
McGee  College,  Macon,  Mo.,  and  is  now  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Missouri  Val¬ 
ley  College,  at  Marshall,  Mo. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  DULANY,  one  of 
the  prominent,  successful  business  men 
of  Hannibal,  IMo.,  was  born  near  Glas¬ 
gow,  Howard  County,  Mo.,  January  9,  1818. 
His  father,  Joseph  S.  Dvdany,  was  born  in  Lou¬ 
don  County,  Virginia,  August  26,  1786,  and  emi¬ 
grated  with  his  parents  to  Kentucky  in  1790,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Madison  County.  In  1816  he  removed 
to  what  is  now  Howard  County,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming;  he  departed  this  life  in 
Monroe  County,  Mo.,  September  6,  1861. 

Sallie  Maupin,  wife  of  Joseph  S.  Dulany, 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Match  17,  1797, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  Maupin,  a 
native  of  Loudon  County,  and  a  Captain  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  She  departed  this  life  in 
Monroe  County,  Mo.,  in  1832. 

Joseph  Dulany,  father  of  Joseph  S.  Dulany,  and 
grandfather  of  W.  H.  Dulany,  was  born  in  Cul¬ 
peper  County,  Va.,  May  6,  1744,  of  French  an¬ 
cestry.  He  died  July  20,  1814.  His  wife,  Frances 
Hume,  was  born  November  14,  1756,  and  died 
December  9,  1814.  He  was  a  Henry  Clay  Whig  | 
in  politics  and  in  religious  matters  was  a  member  I 
of  the  Christian  Church,  To  Joseph  S.  and  Sally  ^ 


Dulany  there  were  born  ten  children:  James  S., 
is  deceased;  John  G.,  died  in  infancy;  Daniel  M. 
was  the  next  born  (see  biography  on  another  page 
of  this  volume);  William  Henry  was  the  fourth 
of  the  family;  George  died  in  1852,  on  the  Isth- 
I  mus  of  Panama;  Joseph  P.  and  Elizabeth  F.  are 
I  both  deceased;  Martha  J.  married  Augustus 
I  Sweeny  and  is  living  in  Centralia,  Mo.;  Garland 
M.  makes  his  home  in  IMoberly,  Mo.,  and  Sally- 
died  when  young. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  first  went  to  school  to  a  man  by 
the  name  of  John  T.  Cleveland,  an  uncle  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Cleveland,  to  whom  he  mentioned  the  fact 
on  one  occasion.  He  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years 
when  his  mother  died  and  thus  early  in  life  he  be¬ 
gan  to  do  for  himself,  working  out  as  a  farm 
hand  for  twenty-five  cents  per  day.  He  proved 
a  very  valuable  assistant  and  a  few  months  later 
was  given  $100  a  year,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years  had  saved  $204.  With  this  he  made  the 
1  first  payment  on  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Audrain  County,  AIo.  This  he  did  not  operate, 
however,  but  continued  to  work  out  for  eight 
years  longer,  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  on  a 
farm.  The  last  two  years,  however,  he  spent  in  a 
tobacco  factory,  receiving  as  his  wages  $25  per 
month.  When  ready  to  engage  in  business  for 
himself  he  opened  up  a  small  tobacco  factory  at 
Clinton,  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  which  he  carried 
on  for  about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then  went  to 
Paris,  Mo.,  conducting  the  same  until  1849.  The 
gold  excitement  was  then  at  its  height  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  thither  he  made  his  way.  For  nearly 
three  years  Mr.  Dulany  remained  there  working 
in  the  mines.  At  that  time  the  wages  paid  were 
very  high  and  for  his  first  week’s  work  he  received 
one  ounce  of  gold  per  day.  He  returned  home 
at  the  end  of  two  and  one-half  years,  the  richer 
by  several  thousand  dollars,  and  again  began 
operating  his  tobacco  factory  in  Paris,  Mo.  He 
remained  there  until  the  second  year  of  the  late 
war  when  he  removed  to  Quincy,  Ill.,  and  made 
that  city  his  home  until  peace  was  established. 
Then,  in  1865,  he  purchased  a  valuable  farm  in 
Randolph  County,  Mo.,  which  he  operated  for 
a  year  and  a  half  and  then  sold  and  went  to 
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Hannibal,  where  he  established  a  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Daniel  and 
J.  H.  McVeigh,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dulany 
&  McVeigh.  It  was  later  reorganized  as  the 
Empire  Lumber  Company,  with  O.  H.  Ingram 
as  President;  D.  M.  Dulany,  Vice-President,  and 
the  subject  of  this  biography.  Treasurer.  It  be¬ 
gan  business  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $800,000 
and  conducts  the  largest  business  of  the  kind  in 
the  State.  Mr.  Dulany  is  also  a  stock-holder  and 
director  in  the  Hannibal  Sawmill  Company,  and 
the  Standard  Lumber  Company,  of  Dubuque, 
Iowa;  the  Chippewa  Lumber  and  Boom  Com¬ 
pany  of  Wisconsin;  the  R.  J.  Hurley  Lumber 
Company  of  Missouri,  of  which  he  is  the  Vice- 
President;  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Company,  of 
Wisconsin,  located  on  Rice  Lake,  sixty  miles 
north  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  Gem  City  Saw  Mill 
Company  of  Quincy,  Ill.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Hannibal  Stove  Company,  also  a  partner  in 
the  Elliott-Dulany  Grocery  Company  of  Hanni¬ 
bal.  He  is  interested  in  the  Bank  of  Hannibal 
and  has  various  other  large  interests,  among 
these  being  large  tracts  of  timber  lands  in  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Texas  and  South  Missouri. 

Mr.  Dulany  was  married  November  14,  1847,  at 
Jacksonville,  Ill.,  to  Susan  L,  daughter  of  Isaiah 
and  Cynthia  M.  (Tilford)  Van  Zandt,  natives  of 
Kentucky,  in  which  State  Mrs.  Dulany  was  born 
April  2,  1826.  To  them  have  been  born  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Mary  T.,  who  married  T.  G.  Du¬ 
lany,  connected  with  the  Empire  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany;  Daniel  M.,  who  has  charge  of  the  mills  at 
Eau  Claire,  Wis. ;  George  W.,  manager  of  the 
Empire  Lumber  Company;  Sarah  I.,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Susan  B.,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  John 
H.  Duncan  of  St.  Louis.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  at  her  home,  December  27, 
1861,  firm  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  she  was  a  devout  member. 

Our  subject  was  married  November  14,  1862, 
to  Mrs.  Telitha  C.  Bodine,  daughter  of  Anderson 
Woods,  a  distinguished  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  now  deceased.  To  them  has  been  born 
a  son,  James  G.  Mrs.  Telitha  Dulany  is  also 
connected  with  the  Christian  Church,  in  which 
she  is  a  valued  and  active  member.  In  early 


years  our  subject  voted  for  Whig  candidates,  but 
of  late  he  has  allied  himself  with  the  Prohibition 
party,  believing  the  principles  which  they  advo¬ 
cate  to  be  right. 

Mr.  Dulany  is  a  practical  illustration  of  what 
a  man  can  do  who  starts  out  in  life  with  a  fixed 
purpose.  He  is  a  man  benevolent  and  kind,  of 
domestic  tastes,  and  greatly  devoted  to  his  family. 
His  genial  nature  attracts  to  him  the  young  and 
the  old,  the  stranger  and  the  citizen. 

It  is  to  such  men  as  Mr.  Dulany  that  communi¬ 
ties  owe  their  growth,  the  country  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  civilization  its  advancement. 


George  G.  DOWELL,  now  living  in 
Spencer  Township,  Pike  County,  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  identified  with  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  county  as  one  of  its  most  success¬ 
ful  farmers.  He  is  now  living  retired  on  his  fine 
estate  and  is  eminently  worthy  of  a  place  among 
the  representative  men  of  Pike  County.  He  was 
born  in  Tennessee  April  6,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Sidney  (Morehead)  Dowell,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  was  also  born  in  the  above  State 
and  died  in  1845,  aged  forty-five  years.  He  was 
the  son  of  Nemeyer  and  Elizabeth  Dowell,  who 
were  born  in  Virginia,  where  they  passed  their 
years  tilling  the  soil. 

The  mother  of  George  Dowell  was  born  in  the 
Old  Dominion  and  passed  away  in  1855,  when  in 
her  fiftieth  year.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Eliza  Morehead,  who  made  the  trip  from  the 
East  to  Pike  County,  this  State,  in  1843,  and  here 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  George  More¬ 
head  was  an  extensive  farmer,  and  while  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  interested  in  operating  a  distillery. 
After  making  his  home  in  Missouri,  however,  he 
lived  retired  from  work  of  any  kind.  He  became 
the  parent  of  five  children,  namely:  George,  Jr., 
Gillmore,  Lucy,  Kittie  and  Sidney,  all  of  whom 
have  long  since  died. 

The  offspring  of  the  parents  of  our  subject 
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numbered  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  as  follows:  i\Iary,  now  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Palace  Neal,  also  deceased;  Sallie  mar¬ 
ried  Benjamin  Livers  and  both  departed  this  life 
many  years  ago;  Jane  and  her  husband,  Joseph 
McCallum,  are  deceased;  Nathaniel  is  a  retired 
farmer  making  his  home  in  Spencer  Township; 
William  is  deceased;  George  G.  was  the  next 
born;  Dalton  is  living  retired  in  this  vicinity; 
Jimmie,  John  F.  and  Presley  are  deceased.  The 
parents  were  united  in  marriage  about  the  year 
1820,  and,  when  endeavoring  to  better  their  finan¬ 
cial  condition,  made  their  way  to  Tennessee, 
where  they  lived  until  1833,  the  date  of  their  re¬ 
moval  to  Pike  County.  The  father  was  an  exten¬ 
sive  farmer  and  also  raised  stock  of  fine  grades 
and  in  large  numbers. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
1848  was  Miss  Mary  J.  Clark,  born  in  Spencer 
Township,  this  county.  May  ii,  1835.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Andy  and  Mary  J.  (Taylor)  Clark, 
natives  of  Tennessee,  who  emigrated  hither  in 
1834.  Like  the  family  of  Mr.  Dowell  they,  too, 
were  farmers  and,  though  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  their  family,  found  time  for  kindly  intercourse 
with  their  many  friends.  Miss  Mary  Jane  was 
their  only  daughter,  and  the  other  member  of  the 
family  was  Clayborn,  a  farmer  of  prominence  liv¬ 
ing  in  Lincoln  county,  Mo.  Mrs.  Clark  died  in 
1840  and  her  husband  afterward  married  Paulina 
Lighter  and  reared  four  children,  namely;  Susan, 
who  married  Samuel  Evans  (on  her  death  her 
husband  removed  to  Ralls  County) ;  George,  who 
is  farming  in  that  county;  INIartha,  who  married 
Abraham  Butler  and  lives  in  Texas;  Nancy,  who 
is  deceased. 

The  children  who  have  come  to  bless  the  union 
of  our  subject  and  wife  are  ten  in  number,  Dvo 
sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  their  names  are; 
Mary,  the  eldest  of  the  household,  who  married 
William  Wasson  (both  are  deceased);  Andrew  J,, 


who  married  Nancy  J.  Turner  (both  deceased  and 
left  six  little  boys);  Sidney,  wife  of  Thomas  Liv- 
;  ers,  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Township;  Elizabeth, 

I  widow  of  John  Wasson  and  making  her  home  in 
Erankford,  this  county;  Georgie,  wife  of  Robert 
Inlow;  Addie,  who  lives  with  our  subject;  Eannie, 
i  wife  of  William  Cragen,  an  agriculturist  of  this 
i  section;  Mattie,  who  resides  at  home;  Eliza  J., 
deceased;  William,  also  deceased. 

George  G.,  of  this  sketch,  lived  on  the  home 
i  farm  for  the  first  nineteen  years  of  his  life,  and 
I  when  beginning  for  himself  rented  a  small  farm, 

!  which  he  worked  for  one  year.  This  tract  not 
j  being  as  productive  as  he  had  thought,  he  left  it 
;  and  rented  another,  which  he  cultivated  very  suc- 
i  cessfully  for  three  years,  when  he  purchased  the 
'  old  homestead  and  for  the  following  seven  or 
I  eight  years  managed  it  in  a  profitable  manner, 
j  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  records  tell  us  that  he 
j  became  the  proprietor  of  his  present  splendid 
!  estate,  numbering  four  hundred  and  ninety-six 
acres.  This  makes  him  one  of  the  largest  land- 
owners  in  the  county.  He  continued  his  agricul¬ 
tural  operations  until  his  advancing  years  made 
it  advisable  for  him  to  retire.  He  has  been  an 
active,  hard-working  man,  devoting  his  time  to 
financial  matters,  but,  having  achieved  success,  is 
j  now  enjoying  life  in  a  most  comfortable  way.  He 
i  is  self-made  in  the  matter  of  education,  as  his  ad- 
j  vantages  were  limited  to  attendance  for  a  few 
j  months  in  each  year  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse, 
conducted  by  a  teacher  not  very  well  informed 
j  himself.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  or- 
!  ganization,  but  endeavors  in  his  daily  life  to  prac- 
I  tice  the  precepts  laid  down  in  the  Golden  Rule, 
and  does  unto  others  as  he  would  be  done  by. 

Politically  he  is  strongly  Democratic,  and, 
;  though  urged  at  various  times  to  become  a  can- 
j  didate  for  office  on  that  ticket,  has  always  kindly 
but  firmly  declined  the  honor.  He  is  wise  who 
keeps  aloof  from  politics. 
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WILLIAM  M.  ELY. 


ILLIAM  M.  ELY  has  been  a  witness 
to  tlie  vast  changes  which  advancing 
civilization  and  progress  have  brought 
to  Ralls  County  within  his  lifetime.  He  was  born 
in  Township  53,  where  he  is  now  living  on  Sec¬ 
tion  3.  He  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  of  valuable  land,  three  hundred 
of  which  are  under  fine  cultivation.  The  land 
is  especially  suitable  for  raising  stock,  and  Mr. 
Ely  has  the  reputation  of  possessing  some  of  the 
finest  cattle  to  be  found  in  the  county.  He  is  a 
good  citizen,  keenly  alert  to  whatever  tends 
toward  the  public  good  and  strives  to  do  his  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
A  friend  to  education,  he  has  aimed  to  give  his 
children  good  advantages  in  this  line,  and  has 
lent  his  influence  towards  securing  higher  sv.=- 
tems  of  training  and  better  teaching. 

Mr.  Ely  was  born  August  24,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joshua  and  Jane  (Martin)  Ely,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Benjamin  S. 
Ely,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  on 
a  farm  in  Abrginia,  November  13,  1782.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  his  native  State  until  he  reached  man¬ 
hood  and  then  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  about  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century.  In  Kentucky 
he  met  Nellie  Boyles,  to  whom  he  was  married, 
and  in  1818  moved  to  Missouri,  coming  in  a  flat 
boat  down  Licking  River  to  the  Ohio,  down 
that  river  to  the  ^Mississippi,  and  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  to  Louisiana,  IMo.,  and  from  there  by 
wagons  to  the  farm  in  Ralls  County,  near  Perry, 
which  he  entered  and  improved,  living  there 
until  his  death,  August  31,  1847.  Benjamin  S. 
Ely  had  four  brothers  and  four  sisters.  The  old¬ 
est  brother,  William,  remained  on  the  home¬ 
stead  in  Virginia,  while  the  other  three  brothers, 
Isaac,  Thomas  and  Joshua,  with  the  four  sisters, 


moved  to  Bath  County,  Ky.  After  living  there 
i  for  a  time  the  three  brothers  followed  Benjamin 
to  Ralls  County,  AIo.,  settled  upon  farms,  and 
there  remained  until  their  decease.  Of  the  sis¬ 
ters,  Jane  married  George  Martin,  and  remained 
in  Kentucky;  Sarah  married  Conrad  See;  Nancy 
married  James  Herndon,  and  both  families 
moved  to  Missouri;  Elizabeth  married  Samuel 
Danley,  and  moved  to  Sangamon  County,  Ill. 
The  Ely  family  are  of  Scotch  descent,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  our  subject  coming  from  Scot- 
I  land.  He  married  a  Miss  Scott  and  they  reared 
!  a  family  of  nine  children  of  whom  mention  has 
just  been  made. 

I  On  the  death  of  his  father  Joshua  Ely  pur¬ 
chased  the  old  homestead  and  became  one  of  the 
I  most  enterprising  farmers  of  Ralls  County.  He 
died,  however,  in  the  prime  of  his  usefulness, 
November  15,  1853.  To  Joshua  and  Jane  E. 
(Alartin)  Ely  were  born  six  children:  William  M., 
Benjamin  E.,  Elizabeth  E.,  James  N.,  Sophronia, 

^  and  George  W.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Airs.  Ely  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Tandy, 
of  Elorida,  IMo.,  their  union  taking  place  Aprd 
6,  1859.  By  this  union  there  were  three  children: 
Ella  J.,  Jessie  M.  and  Orrin  E.  Dr.  Tandy  has 
since  died  and  his  widow  now  resides  with  her 
children.  Jane  E.  (IMartin)  (Ely)  Tandy  was 
born  in  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  January  21,  1821, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Watson)  Alartin,  natives  of  Abrginia  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  respectively.  They  met  in  Kentucky, 
where  they  married  and  remained  until  1828, 
when  they  came  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  by  wagons 
and  after  five  weeks’  traveling  on  the  road,  with 
five  little  children,  settled  in  Salt  River  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County,  AIo.,  where  they  remained  the 
balance  of  their  days.  This  union  was  blessed 
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with  the  following  children;  Hezekiah,  Jane  E., 
]\Iary,  Ann,  Elizabeth,  George,  William,  Joshua 
and  Jessie.  But  three  of  these  children  are  now 
living,  as  follows:  Jane  E.,  George  W.  and 
Joshua  E.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Tandy  were  Major  Hezekiah  and  Mary  (Cart- 
mill)  Watson,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  came  to 
Missouri  in  1835,  settling  in  Salt  River  Township, 
where  they  died  and  are  buried  on  our  subject’s 
farm.  Major  Watson  served  in  the  War  of  1812 
under  General  Harrison.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  George  and  Jane  (Ely)  Martin, 
natives  of  Virginia,  where  they  remained  during 
their  entire  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  fifteen  years 
of  age  when  his  father  died,  but  being  the  oldest 
son  he  at  once  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the 
farm  management.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
he  has  given  his  time  and  attention  to  farm  work 
and  as  already  stated  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Ralls  County.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  army 
under  Colonel  Brace  and  took  part  in  several 
skirmishes  but  in  no  regular  battle,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1862  returned  to  his  home.  Realizing 
that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,  on 
March  13,  1865,  Mr.  Ely  married  his  cousin, 
Mary  Ely,  also  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Dulcina  (Biggers)  Ely, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Since 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Ely  has  always  made  his  home 
on  the  old  farm,  which  was  entered  from  the 
Government  by  his  grandfather,  it  being  situated 
only  two  miles  south  of  Perry.  To  himself  and 
wife  have  been  born  six  children,  two  only  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Benjamin  S.,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1872,  and  Alice  M.,  born  February  7,  1877. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ely  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
always  taken  great  interest  in  political  matters. 
His  popularity  is  attested  by  the  confidence 
shown  in  him  by  his  party  associates  in  making 
him  chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lick  Creek 
Lodge  No.  302,  F.  and  A.  ]M.,  of  Perry,  and  also 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  An  interesting  relic  of  fron¬ 
tier  times  is  a  chimney  standing  in  the  yard  of 
our  subject’s  home,  which  was  erected  in  a  very 
early  day  by  James  Newcomb,  who  had  been  left 


an  orphan  in  childhood;  his  mother  was  cap¬ 
tured  by  an  Indian  chief,  by  whom  she  had  three 
children.  A  life  long  resident  of  Ralls  County, 
and  having  mingled  in  party  affairs,  Mr.  Ely  is 
well  known  throughout  the  whole  county  and 
enjoys  the  respect  not  alone  of  his  party  asso¬ 
ciates  but  of  his  political  opponents  as  well. 


Abraham  B.  SEELY,  one  of  the  honored 
old  residents  of  Ralls  County,  was  born 
within  half  a  mile  of  his  present  home,  on 
Section  10,  Township  54,  Range  5,  the  date  of  the 
event  being  September  25,  1837.  He  is  a  practical 
and  progressive  farmer,  and  since  his  boyhood 
has  been  closely  connected  wdth  the  upbuilding 
and  development  of  this  region.  He  well  remem¬ 
bers  when  this  country  was  but  a  little  better  than 
a  wilderness,  when  the  Indians  had  not  yet  de¬ 
parted  for  the  Western  reservations,  and  when 
wild  game  was  plentiful.  As  the  years  passed  he 
has  seen  all  of  this  change,  fertile  farms  being  de¬ 
veloped  from  the  virgin  soil,  the  forests  leveled 
and  thriving  villages  arise  here  and  there. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  Abraham  and  An- 
geline  Seely,  natives  of  St.  Louis  County,  Mo., 
and  the  city  of  the  same  name  respectively.  After 
their  marriage  the  former  settled  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  remained  for  several 
years,  then  entering  land  in  Ralls  County.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  moved  thereon,  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death  dwelt  on  various  farms  in  this  re¬ 
gion.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  dying  when 
over  ninety.  His  first  wife  had  departed  this  life 
several  years  before,  and  he  had  married  Margaret 
Cowen,  who  is  also  deceased.  For  those  days 
Mr.  Seely  was  considered  an  extensive  land- 
owner  and  was  an  influential  man.  He  was  the 
father  of  nineteen  children,  six  of  whom  died  in 
infancy  or  early  childhood.  The  others  in  order 
of  birth  are  as  follows:  Jane,  Letha,  Abraham 
B.,  Melinda,  William,  Elija,  Rose  A.,  Dallas,  To- 
bitha,  Sarah,  Melvina,  Genevra  and  Susan. 

January  25,  1855,  Mr.  Seely  married  Lizzie 
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Cowen,  daughter  of  Calep  and  Margaret  Cowen, 
and  a  native  of  Ralls  County.  The  young  cou¬ 
ple  lived  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Seely’s  parents  for 
about  six  months,  when  they  moved  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  homestead,  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
our  subject.  Mrs.  Seely  died  January  15,  1888, 
leaving  five  children:  Margaret  A.,  born  May  25, 
1857,  married  Jesse  McCormick,  a  farmer;  Will¬ 
iam,  born  August  25,  1859,  married  Lizzie  Mc¬ 
Clure  and  lives  in  this  neighborhood;  Nancy  Jane, 
born  September  15,  1862,  married  Thomas  Hick- 
land,  now  of  Ralls  County;  Mary  Emily,  born 
May  28,  1866,  married  John  Bell,  who  resides 
near  Perry;  Jesse  Ely,  born  August  23,  1871, 
married  Myrtle  Earnsworth,  and  is  now  living  on 
the  old  homestead.  May  i,  1890,  Mr.  Seely  mar¬ 
ried  Newell,  the  daughter  of  B.  R.  Rosser,  who 
came  to  this  county  from  Virginia  and  is  now 
an  inhabitant  of  New  London,  Mo.  Mrs.  Seely 
was  born  in  Ralls  County,  August  4,  1853,  and 
departed  this  life  April  25,  1893.  Her  only  child, 
Guy  Richard,  was  born  March  30,  1893. 

Our  subject  appreciates  the  benefits  of  a  good 
education  and  has  given  his  earnest  attention  to 
the  matter  of  providing  his  children  with  the  best 
advantages  procurable.  He  is  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party  platform,  having 
used  his  ballot  on  behalf  of  this  organization  since 
becoming  a  voter.  He  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  poor  and  needy  always 
find  in  him  a  sincere  friend  and  helper. 


JUDGE  DAVID  H.  SMITH,  of  Center 
Township,  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1847.  Thomas  Smith,  his  grand¬ 
father,  was  a  native  of  Louisa  County,  Va.,  and 
was  born  in  1756.  Like  most  of  the  old  families 
of  Virginia  he  owned  a  plantation  and  slaves.  He 
was  married  in  Virginia  and  raised  a  family,  of 
whom  John  remained  single  and  died  many  years 
ago;  Stephen  married,  lived  and  died  in  Ralls 
County;  James,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Louisa  County,  now  West  Virginia,  April 


3,  1805,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
and  came  with  the  family  to  Ralls  County;  Cath¬ 
erine  married  John  Byers  in  Virginia  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  Missouri  with  the  Smith  family;  Nancy 
remained  single  until  coming  to  Alissouri,  when 
she  married  Joshua  Wilson,  of  Ralls  County; 
Henrietta  was  also  married  in  Missouri  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Grimes,  of  Ralls  County.  Their  old  home  in 
Louisa  County  was  situated  far  from  any  railroad, 
and  such  a  thing  as  one  running  through  their 
place  was  never  thought  of.  But  soon  after  the 
family  left  a  railroad  was  built  through  their  old 
orchard. 

Upon  coming  to  Missouri  Thomas  Smith  and 
his  three  sons  entered  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  family  here,  as  in  Virginia, 
remained  together,  leaving  home  as  they  mar¬ 
ried.  James  remained  with  the  family  until  he 
was  forty  years  of  age,  when  he  married  Lucinda 
Alexander,  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Al¬ 
exander.  She  was  born  in  Nicholas  County, 
Ivy.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  his  own 
farm,  which  lies  just  east  of  the  farm  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  He  lived  here,  however,  but  a  short  time, 
when  he  bought  the  place  where  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  and  reared  his  family.  Here 
he  lived  an  uneventful,  though  successful,  farm¬ 
er’s  life,  having  acquired  about  one  thousand  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  previous  to  his  death.  He 
was  a  very  industrious  and  hard  working  man, 
and  died  at  his  home  December  20,  1892.  His 
wife  survives  him  and  lives  with  her  only  daugh¬ 
ter,  still  owning  the  old  homestead.  In  the  fam¬ 
ily  were  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter:  Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  E.  Millen,  of  Ralls 
County:  John  B.,  who  still  resides  in  Ralls 
County;  David  H.,  our  subject;  George  H.,  now 
a  dentist  in  Hannibal,  Mo. 

David  H.  Smith,  our  subject,  spent  his  early 
life  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  receiving  such  education  as  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  afforded.  He  was  married  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1867,  to  Augusta  Lucas,  daughter  of 
George  and  Susan  (Coontz)  Lucas,  a  native  of 
Ralls  County,  born  December  8,  1846.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  on  a  portion  of  the  home 
estate,  comprising  one  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
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which  was  deeded  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  mar¬ 
riage.  He  afterwards  bought  land  at  different 
times,  until  he  now  owns  a  section  of  as  good 
land  as  there  is  in  his  neighborhood.  He  has  en¬ 
gaged  extensively  in  grain  and  stock  farming, 
formerly  giving  his  attention  largely  to  wheat,  but 
of  late  he  has  been  principally  engaged  in  stock- 
raising.  The  railroad  company  granted  jMr. 
Smith  a  favor  not  often  shown  in  this  county,  by 
running,  in  May,  1895,  a  special  train  for  his 
stock.  Nine  children  have  been  born  unto  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith:  James,  born  September  29, 
1868;  Lucinda,  May  25,  1871;  Virginia,  July  21, 
1873;  Royal,  deceased  in  infancy;  Verner,  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1881;  Langdon,  August  13,  1884;  Laura 
and  Elton,  June  ii,  1887;  Frances,  January  22, 
1890. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  recognized  as  a 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  a  practical  business 
man.  The  appreciation  in  which  he  is  held  by 
his  fellow  citizens  was  shown  in  1888  by  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  County  Court, 
and  his  reelection  four  years  afterward.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Center  Bank,  and  in  1893  was 
elected  President  of  the  same.  He  was  reelected 
in  1895  and  still  occupies  that  office.  The  Judge 
is  a  “boiled  down”  Methodist,  of  which  church  he 
has  been  a  member  since  the  age  of  sixteen.  An 
earnest  supporter  of  the  church,  he  is  always 
looked  to  when  assistance  is  needed  for  religious 
and  benevolent  purposes.  He  has  been  Steward 
and  Trustee  in  the  church  for  years.  For  eight 
years  he  has  been  a  Master  Mason,  and  for  four 
years  he  has  been  Treasurer  of  his  lodge,  Ralls 
Lodge  No.  33.  He  has  been  a  member  of  New¬ 
ton  Lodge  No.  7,  of  New  London,  for  fifteen 
years. 

Judge  Smith  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  pro¬ 
gressive  farmers  of  Ralls  County,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  his  place  denotes  the  practical  busi¬ 
ness  man.  During  the  present  season  he  built 
his  present  commodious  residence,  and  few  men 
in  Ralls  County  are  better  known,  and  none  more 
highly  respected.  In  1864,  at  the  time  of  Shelby’s 
last  raid  through  Missouri,  the  Judge  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  companions  were  taken  from  the 
schoolhous^  where  they  were  attending  school 


and  forced  into  the  Confederate  service.  They 
followed  the  fortunes  of  war  about  one  week 
when  he,  in  company  with  two  of  his  comrades, 
took  French  leave  and  fled  to  Shelby ville,  where 
the  Federal  troops  were  located.  They  were 
given  a  pass  by  the  troops  and  sent  home.  Our 
subject  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape  with  his 
own  horse,  which  was  taken  at  the  time  of  his 
capture.  In  1895  Judge  Smith  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’  Bank  of 
Missouri,  which  was  organized  in  July  of  this 
year. 


CHARLES  P.  M’ELWEE,  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Pike  County, 
dwells  in  Township  54,  Range  2,  where 
he  has  lived  for  the  past  twenty-eight  years,  re¬ 
spected  by  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He 
comes  of  a  Southern  family,  who  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  IMissouri. 

Grandfather  McElwee  was  born  in  Greensville 
County,  Va.,  August  19,  1758,  and  died  in  this 
vicinity  January  13,  1834.  He  was  a  hero  of  the 
War  for  Independence,  enlisting  when  only  six¬ 
teen  and  serving  during  the  seven  years  of  our 
country’s  peril  under  Gen.  Sumter,  his  brother 
William  also  being  with  the  same  command. 
James  IMcElwee  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and 
held  on  the  British  prison-ship  ‘Alunificence”  for 
some  eight  months.  His  father,  William,  Sr.,  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
and  settled  in  Virginia. 

Daniel  jMcElwee,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  1807,  and  in  his 
twentieth  year  moved  west,  locating  on  the  North 
Branch  of  Noix  Creek,  entering  land,  which  he 
cultivated  until  1848,  then  trading  it  for  a  farm 
about  a  mile  southeast  of  our  subject’s  present 
home;  two  years  prior  to  his  death  he  moved  to 
Louisiana  and  thenceforth  lived  retired.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  he  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
with  honor  to  himself  and  friends,  and  was  called 
to  the  home  beyond  in  March,  1873,  lamented  by 
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occurred  December  14,  1825,  in  Amherst  Count\^, 
Va.,  and  his  decease  took  place  in  this  city  August 
12,  1894. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Joel  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Fulcher)  Campbell,  also  natives  of  Amherst 
County,  where  the  father  was  an  old  Virginia 
planter.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  four  sons, 
of  whom  Wiley  was  the  eldest;  William  is  living 
in  the  Old  Dominion  on  the  homestead;  James 
died  in  1863,  and  Joel,  the  youngest  son,  died 
when  quite  young. 

Wiley  Campbell  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Amherst  County,  Va.,  and  so  well  did 
lie  improve  his  opportunities  in  this  direction  that 
he  was  enabled  to  teach  when  quite  young,  which 
vocation  he  followed  for  a  short  time  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county.  After  seventeen  years  spent  with  his 
parents  he  removed  to  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  en¬ 
gaged  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  remained  for  a  few  years,  when  he  pro¬ 
cured  a  position  in  the  same  city  in  a  hardware 
store  owned  and  operated  by  Henry  Davis.  He 
remained  in  the  employ  of  that  gentleman  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Lynchburg  Grays,  volunteers  in  the  Southern 
service.  He  participated  in  many  battles  and 
skirmishes  of  that  period,  among  them  being 
those  of  Bull  Run  and  Gettysburg. 

After  the  establishment  of  peace  IMr.  Campbell 
returned  to  Lynchburg  and,  in  company  with 
Marcellus  Goodman,  conducted  a  hardware  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  they  continued  together  until  our 
subject’s  removal  to  Clarksville,  this  State,  in 
1868.  On  his  arrival  in  this  city  he  engaged  as 
clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  a  Mr.  Drake,  for 
whom  he  worked  for  fourteen  years;  he  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Hannibal  and  entered  into  the  hardware 


a  host  of  sincere  friends.  He  had  married  Nancy 
Bradley  in  1835,  and  to  the  worthy  couple  seven 
children  were  born,  four  of  the  number  yet  sur¬ 
viving. 

C.  P.  McElwee  was  born  May  7,  1839,  grew 
to  maturity  under  the  parental  roof;  he  had  sucn 
educational  privileges  as  were  to  be  found  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  day  and  was  trained  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  About  the  time  he  reached 
man’s  estate  the  war  came  on  and  he  enlisted 
June  17,  1862,  in  the  Pike  County  Home  Guards, 
six  months  later  becoming  a  member  of  Col. 
Fagg’s  Regiment,  the  Fifth  Missouri.  In  1863, 
when  the  Provisional  Regiments  were  organized, 
he  enlisted  in  the  First  Provisional  Regiment  and 
was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  Com¬ 
pany  I,  acting  as  such  until  the  regiment  was  dis¬ 
banded. 

June  19,  1862,  Mr.  McElwee  married  Mollie  J. 
Edwards,  daughter  of  Nimrod  B.  and  Jane  (Alar- 
tin)  Edwards.  Five  children  graced  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  wife,  but  one  is  now  deceased. 
Cora  L.  is  now  the  wife  of  Richard  H.  Ogden,  a 
promising  farmer  of  this  county,  and  they  have 
three  children;  Nannie  G.  and  Lucy  Pearl  are 
well  educated  and  accomplished  young  ladies, 
and  Charles  H.  has  recently  arrived  at  his  ma¬ 
jority. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  AIcElwee  con¬ 
ducted  his  farm,  which  then  comprised  but  sixty 
acres  and  adjoined  his  father’s  homestead.  In 
1867  he  disposed  of  that  property  and  came  to  the 
place  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  supports  the 
worthy  charities  and  enterprises  and  is  a  pillar 
in  the  Baptist  Church ;  his  ballot  he  uses  in  favor 
of  Republican  principles. 


WILEY  CAAIPBELL.  The  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write,  though  deceased, 
still  lives  in  the  esteem  and  aflection  of 
his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
industry  and  left  his  family  well  provided  for.  For 
many  years  prior  to  his  demise  he  was  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  in  Clarksville.  His  birth 


business  as  the  partner  of  Lee  Middleton.  He 
made  his  home  in  that  city  for  about  eighteen 
months,  when,  finding  the  venture  was  not  a  very 
profitable  one,  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
and  returned  to  Clarksville,  engaging  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  business  with  Ed  Aliddleton.  This  partner¬ 
ship  existed  for  about  two  years,  when  jMr.  Camp¬ 
bell  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  opened  an  estab¬ 
lishment  of  his  own,  conducting  the  same  for  a 
twelvemonth. 
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December  14,  1865,  ]\Ir.  Campbell  \vas  married 
to  Aliss  IMartha  A.  Fox,  a  native  of  Campbell 
County,  \’a.,  who  was  born  August  14,  1840.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Fannie  B.  (An¬ 
derson)  Fox,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
To  them  have  been  born  nine  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  x^nnie  C.,  November  5,  1866;  Ella  K., 
]\Iarch  4,  1868;  j\Iary  W.,  June  17,  1870;  Henry 
D.,  December  9,  1871,  died  the  same  day  and 
month  three  years  later;  Emma  R.,  October  16, 
1873,  died  October  5,  1874;  IMattie  D.,  Eebruary 
I,  1876;  Sudy  L.,  April  30,  1878;  Thomas  B.  F.. 
June  9,  1880;  David  Ivy,  June  12,  1883. 

Our  subject,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  a 
member  in  excellent  standing  of  the  IMethodi.st 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  for  several  terms  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Council,  was  on  one  occasion  Clerk  of  the 
School  Board  and  one  term  filled  the  office  of 
City  x^ssessor;  socially  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Triple  Alliance.  He  was  an  honest,  conscientious, 
charitable  man,  and  measured  up  to  the  full  stand¬ 
ard  of  a  Christian.  He  left  behind  an  unbleni- 
ished  name  as  a  priceless  legacy  to  his  children. 


JOSEPH  L.  Cx\RROLL.  ^lany  of  the  men 
connected  with  the  city  government  of 
Clarksville  in  various  capacities  have 
achieved  distinction  in  the  higher  ranks  of  official 
life,  but  none  more  so  than  Hon.  Joseph  L.  Car- 
roll,  the  capable  and  enterprising  Mayor  of  that 
city.  He  is  a  man  of  public  spirit,  fine  executive 
ability  and  correctness  in  fulfilling  any  duty  in¬ 
trusted  to  him,  and  is  well  known  for  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  integrity  in  his  general  relations.  x\s 
IMayor  of  Clarksville  he  is  praised  by  everyone, 
for  he  has  done  and  is  doing  much  for  the  good  of 
the  city.  In  addition  to  his  official  duties  he  car- 
*  ries  on  a  thriving  business  in  the  line  of  hardware, 
tinware  and  furniture,  and  is  also  proprietor  of  an 
undertaking  establishment. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  and 
was  born  in  Buffalo  Township,  on  Christmas 


'  Day,  1858,  to  Elias  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Stark)  Car- 
roll.  The  father,  who  was  also  born  in  this  lo¬ 
cality  in  the  year  1818,  died  in  1862.  He  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  Carroll,  a  native  of  one  of  the  Caro- 
linas,  who  emigrated  to  this  State  and  county  at 
a  very  early  day.  Selecting  as  his  future  home 
Buffalo  Township,  he  here  purchased  Congress 
land  and  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 

To  Elias  L.  and  Elizabeth  Carroll  were  born 
,  ten  children,  of  whom  we  make  the  following 
mention:  Virginia  died  in  infancy;  Henry  S.  is 
General  ^Manager  of  the  L.  C.  &  W.  Ry.,  St.  Louis, 
IMo.;  Edna  is  the  widow  of  J.  W.  Hunter,  of  Buf¬ 
falo  Township,  this  county;  John  B.  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  this  vicinity;  Calvin  L.  is  Cashier 
of  the  Clifford  Banking  Company,  of  Clarksville; 
Laura  married  A.  W.  Riggs  and  makes  her  home 
[  in  Ann  x\rbor,  IMich.;  Hannibal  D.  is  a  substan- 
I  tial  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Buffalo  Township; 
Rush  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  L.  was  the  youngest 
but  one;  Gussie  married  W.  J.  jMackey,  of  Clarks¬ 
ville. 

Elias  Carroll  departed  this  life  when  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  small  boy,  and  thus  the  care  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  devolved  upon  the  mother,  as  her  eldest  son 
\vas  then  only  a  lad  of  fourteen  years.  He  grew 
up  on  the  farm  in  Buffalo  Township,  obtaining 
his  rudimentary  education  in  the  country  schools 
taught  in  his  district.  During  the  winter  of  1876-77 
he  attended  La  Grange  College,  Lewis  County, 
this  State,  and  the  following  winter  took  a  course 
in  the  Business  College  of  Jacksonville,  Ill. 

Returning  from  school,  our  subject  remained 
I  on  the  farm  for  about  a  year.  In  1880  he  em- 
j  barked  in  the  grocery  trade  at  Elsberry,  ^lo.,  and 
i  on  the  expiration  of  a  twelvemonth  came  to 
j  Clarksville,  where  he  received  the  appointment 
of  Deputy  Postmaster.  This  position  he  filled  for 
j  about  one  year,  and  in  1882  he  embarked  in  th.e 
'  furniture  business  in  this  city,  which  he  has  con- 
'  ducted  now  for  about  thirteen  years.  In  May, 
1893,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Kissin- 
I  ger,  and  the  new  firm  purchased  a  hardware 
stock,  which  they  consolidated  with  their  furni¬ 
ture  store.  To  this  has  been  added  the  undertak¬ 
ing  business,  in  which  line  they  receive  the  pat- 
i  ronage  of  residents  for  miles  around  the  city. 
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Mr.  Carroll  was  married  December  27,  1882,  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Idle,  of  Clarksville,  who  is  the 
daughter  of  the  late  William  and  Mary  (Ward) 
Idle.  Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  and 
are  active  in  all  good  work  in  their  community. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  on  that  ticket 
was  elected  Mayor  in  April,  1893,  and  since  en¬ 
tering  upon  the  responsibilities  of  the  office  has 
displayed  rare  executive  ability.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  agreeable  men  and  is  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  to  the  needy  and  suffering.  For 
about  eight  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council.  He  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate  in  Clarksville  and  vicinity,  which  he 
himself  has  accumulated  entirely. 


CAPT.  FRANK  BURNETT,  one  of  the 
best  known  residents  of  Missouri,  makes 
his  home  in  Louisiana,  where  he  was 
born  January  12,  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Burnett,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1801  and  was  in  his  sev¬ 
enteenth  year  when  he  came  to  Missouri,  at  once 
locating  in  Louisiana  with  his  parents.  Soon 
afterward  he  began  ferrying  and,  purchasing  the 
interest  of  a  Mr.  Cook  in  this  business,  continued 
it  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1846.  In 
addition  to  this  enterprise  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  tract  of  land,  to  the  operation  of  which  he 
gave  his  personal  attention.  On  it  he  raised  large 
quantities  of  grain  and  the  best  breeds  of  stock. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  was  well  known 
to  the  members  of  that  party  in  this  county.  His 
father  also  departed  this  life  in  Louisiana,  when 
advanced  in  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  Kentuckian 
by  birth,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  James 
Johnson.  He  was  a  very  intelligent  and  worthy 
gentleman,  and  at  one  time  was  a  member  of  the 
Illinois  Legislature.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  Indian  wars  and  thus  obtained  his  title  of 
Colonel.  Mrs.  Sarah  Burnett  departed  this  life 


in  1844,  true  to  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church, 
of  which  she  had  been  a  member  for  many  years. 
By  her  union  with  John  Burnett  she  became  the 
parent  of  five  children,  of  whom  Frank  was  the 
eldest.  The  others  were  George,  James  and  John, 
all  deceased,  and’  Eliza,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Lansdowne,  is  living  in  Louisiana. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  place.  He  succeeded  his  father  in 
the  ferry  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1854, 
when  he  dropped  it  in  order  to  take  up  steamboat¬ 
ing,  and  for  a  period  of  seven  years  was  pilot  on 
the  K.  &  St.  L.  line  of  steamers.  After  this  he 
began  building  vessels,  having  his  yards  located 
at  Madison,  Ind.  The  first  boats  turned  out  were 
the  “Alone,”  the  “Effie  Deans,”  the  “Mollie  Mc- 
Pike,”  and  the  “Tom  Jasper,”  all  of  which  he 
commanded  for  a  time.  In  1870  he  sold  his  ves¬ 
sels,  having  been  appointed  Supervising  Inspector 
of  Steam  Vessels  for  the  Fourth  District  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis.  This  ap¬ 
pointment  came  from  President  Grant,  and  Mr. 
Burnett  was  the  incumbent  of  the  office  until  1885, 
when  he  was  asked  to  resign  to  make  room  for 
one  of  President  Cleveland’s  appointees. 

On  returning  to  private  life  Capt.  Burnett  again 
began  building  boats,  this  time  launching  the 
“New  Pike,”  with  which  he  plied  the  river  until 
the  spring  of  1890,  when,  under  administration  of 
Harrison,  he  was  reappointed  to  his  former  posi¬ 
tion  of  Inspector.  When  the  Democratic  party 
again  came  in  power  he  resigned,  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  dealing  in  real  estate  and 
ferry  boating  in  Louisiana. 

Capt.  Burnett  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Martha  L.  Pettibone,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mar¬ 
tha  (Lowrie)  Pettibone.  She  was  born  in  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  Mo.,  while  her  father  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  born  in  1780.  He 
lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and 
one-half  years,  departing  this  life  in  St.  Louis  in 
June,  1881,  where  our  subject  was  then  living. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  and 
well-to-do  merchants  of  Bowling  Green. 

Levi  Pettibone  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  emigrated  to  Missouri  in  1817,  locating  first 
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at  St.  Louis,  then  at  St.  Charles,  and  finally  set¬ 
tled  in  Bowling  Green.  He  was  accompanied 
west  by  Air.  Schoolcraft.  By  occupation  he  was 
a  merchant.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  later 
became  a  Republican.  During  his  life  he  held 
many  responsible  positions,  among  which  were 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  County  Clerk  and 
County  Treasurer.  He  was  a  popular  and  very 
efficient  officer,  and  had  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  people  to  a  high  degree.  He  was  the 
son  of  Giles  Pettibone,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
who  was  the  son  of  Jonathan,  who  was  a  native 
of  Wales  and  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  died  while  in  the  servdce. 

Capt.  and  Airs.  Burnett  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Augusta  P.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  As  the  reader  doubt¬ 
less  already  knows,  the  Captain  is  a  true  blue  Re¬ 
publican  and  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  ranks. 
He  is  a  man  who  is  popular  with  all  who  know 
him  and  sustains  the  enviable  reputation  for  hon¬ 
esty  and  uprightness  which  he  established  years 
ago. 


ILLIAAI  B.  ARNOLD  comes  from  a 
good  old  A’irginia  family,  his  father 
having  been  an  extensive  land  and 
slave-owner  and  a  very  prominent  man  in  his 
community.  Our  subject  came  to  Alissouri  in 
1871,  at  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  buying 
and  shipping  stock  principally.  He  had  trav¬ 
eled  in  various  parts  of  the  country  with  a  view 
to  making  some  suitable  and  desirable  place  his 
permanent  home  and  at  last  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  Alarion  County  was  more  advan¬ 
tageous  in  many  respects  than  any  other  section 
he  had  visited.  He  has  owned  his  present  home¬ 
stead,  comprising  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  for  the  past  ten  years.  It  is  situated  on 
Section  32,  Township  57,  Range  8,  and  being  a 
tract  of  rich  land,  well  adapted  for  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising,  is  valued  at  a  high  price. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Campbell  County, 
Va.,  born  June  14,  1850.  His  parents  were  Alex¬ 


ander  A.  and  Grabrella  E.  (Andrews)  Arnold, 
who  were  married  in  Bedford  County,  Va.  The 
former,  a  native  of  Virginia,  died  in  1890,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years,  but  his  good  wife,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Campbell  County,  \  a.,  died 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  before,  in  1862,  when 
only  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Their  eldest  child, 
Bettie  P.,  is  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  William  Shields 
AIcClintic,  who  is  the  Senatorial  Representative 
of  this  communit}'.  Susan  AI.  became  the  wife 
of  John  G.  Braggs,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  runs  a  sawmill  in  A’irginia;  and  AMlliam  B. 
completes  the  family.  After  the  death  of  our 
subject’s  mother,  Alexander  Arnold  wedded 
Airs.  Bettie  A’.  Board,  widow  of  Col.  Erank 
Board,  who  was  killed  in  the  Confederate  service. 
At  the  time  of  his  demise  the  senior  Arnold  was 
the  owner  of  an  estate  numbering  some  four¬ 
teen  hundred  acres.  He  was  never  desirous  of 
holding  office,  yet  was  very  active  in  political  af¬ 
fairs  and  was  a  prominent  citizen.  Religiously  he 
was  identified  with  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  passed  quietly 
on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  remained  until  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  where  he  obtained  employment  in  a  store, 
but  was  soon  taken  sick  and  obliged  to  return 
home.  Upon  recovering  he  entered  school  and 
pursued  his  studies  for  a  year,  after  whic’n  he 
Vent  to  Ly  nchburg,  A’a.,  and  for  a  year  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  wholesale  house.  In  1871  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  Alissouri  and  for  one  year  worked  on 
a  farm  near  Lexington,  for  a  cousin.  On  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  period,  he  came  to  this  township, 
and  for  some  two  years  was  employed  by  neigh¬ 
boring  farmers.  In  this  way  he  obtained  his  start 
and  rented  a  farm  in  Alonroe  County,  which  he 
managed  for  a  year,  at  the  same  time  buying 
and  selling  stock.  In  1878  he  returned  to  AA’ar- 
ren  Township  and  after  renting  property  for  two 
years  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  operating  the  same  for  three  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides,  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twefity 
acres.  After  selling  his  first  place  he  went  to 
Texas,  but  did  not  remain  there  very  long,  as  he 
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came  to  the  wise  decision  that  Missouri  afforded 
better  opportunities.  Following  his  father’s  ex¬ 
ample  he  supports  the  Democratic  party. 

February  30,  1878,  Mr.  Arnold  was  married 
in  this  township  to  Maggie  Shields  McClintlc, 
who  was  born  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  and 
died  December  30,  1880,  when  only  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Shanklin  and  sister  of  James  McClintic,  of  this 
townshiia.  The  only  daughter  of  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Arnold,  Lizzie  S.,  born  August  10,  1879,  is  now 
living  with  her  aunt,  the  wife  of  Senator  iNIcClin- 
tic.  i\Ir.  and  Airs.  Arnold  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  the  former 
still  adheres. 


JOSEPH  STAEiS  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
most  desirable  homesteads  to  be  found  in 
Marion  County.  It  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  acres  finely  located  three  miles  and 
a  half  southeast  of  Palmyra  in  Miller  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Bishopsell,  Switzerland,  born 
October  25,  1844,  and  was  only  two  years  of  age 
when  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Hohnzellar, 
Prussia,  and  on  reaching  maturity  was  drafted 
according  to  the  army  regulations  of  Germany. 
He  concluded  to  evade  the  service  by  coming 
to  America  and  accordingly  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
arriving  in  New  York  City,  July  4,  1864.  He 
soon  established  his  citizenship  and  has  been  a 
loyal  defender  of  his  adopted  country’s  laws,  and 
a  true  patriot  in  every  respect. 

His  father,  Andres  Staus,  was  also  born  near 
Bishopsell,  Switzerland,  about  1806,  on  the  old 
homestead  belonging  to  his  father.  After  reach¬ 
ing  his  maturity  he  married  Sophia  Schuler,  of 
Hohnzellar,  Prussia,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
ten  children,  namely;  Twins,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  days; 
Annie,  born  in  February,  1836;  Harriet,  born 
December  14,  1842,  yet  unmarried  and  a  resident 
of  Switzerland;  Joseph;  Ludwig,  born  Alay  18, 
1847,  about  1887;  twins,  who  died  in  in¬ 

fancy,  and  IMary,  born  in  December,  1852,  and 


unmarried.  For  the  greater  part  of  her  life  Alary 
has  resided  in  Paris,  and  is  now  engaged  as  a 
governess  in  a  private  family.  Annie  was  mar¬ 
ried  February  8,  1859,  1°  Casper  Beck,  and  their 
two  children  died  in  childhood.  Air.  Beck  died 
in  1869  and  his  widow  is  still  living  in  Prussia. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a  thrifty  farmer 
and  provided  well  for  those  dependent  upon  him. 
He  was  much  interested  in  growing  grain  and  in 
grape  culture.  In  1846  he  was  induced  b}^  his 
wife  to  move  to  Prussia,  her  native  land,  and 
there  he  continued  actively  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  resulted  from 
an  accident  in  February,  1866.  His  wife  survived 
him  twenty-six  years,  dying  September  8,  1891, 
on  the  anniversary  of  the  eighty-third  year  of  her 
life.  The  father  of  Andres  Staus  was  Joseph, 
who  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1769.  On  reach¬ 
ing  manhood  he  served  as  coachman  for  the 
President  of  the  Republic  for  ten  years,  during 
which  time  he  married  Aliss  Hattie  Wolf.  Later 
he  settled  on  the  farm,  where  he  lived  until  his 
son  Andres  moved  to  Prussia,  when  he  accom¬ 
panied  him.  Of  his  seven  children,  four  died  in 
early  childhood,  and  only  his  son  Andres  reached 
maturity.  He  died  in  Prussia  in  1868  at  the  ex¬ 
treme  old  age  of  ninety-eight  years,  and  his  wife 
died  in  i860  aged  about  eighty-eight  years.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  Joseph  Staus,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  were  John  and  Annie  (Sick)  Schuler,  natives 
of  Prussia,  and  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  country,  both  living  more  than  four-score 
years. 

For  a  year  after  his  arrival  in  the  United  States 
Joseph  Staus  lived  in  Buffalo,  and  then,  desiring 
to  see  something  of  the  country  in  which  he  was 
to  make  his  future  home,  he  traveled  extensively 
through  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  At 
length,  near  Lafayette,  Ind.,  he  settled  down  to 
work  on  a  farm  belonging  to  a  Frenchman,  re¬ 
maining  there  for  two  years,  after  which  he  vis¬ 
ited  a  cousin  in  Quincy,  iTl.,  and  then  for  a  year 
and  a  half  worked  on  a  farm  owned  by  a  Air. 
Jackson  in  Chillicothe,  AIo.  Returning  to  Quincy 
he  was  employed  in  a  livery  stable  for  three 
months,  and  then  worked  in  a  rock  quarry  for  a 
time.  After  being  employed  about  six  months 
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on  the  farm  of  Henry  Forquit,  four  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Palmyra,  he  was  employed  for  a  like 
period  by  John  Walter. 

February  14,  1870,  Mr.  Staus  married  Minnie, 
daughter  of  John  and  Nettie  Walter,  after  which 
he  managed  the  homestead  for  seven  years  on 
shares.  In  February,  1877,  he  bought  the  farm 
formerly  owned  by  Alexander  Gillespie,  and  this 
has  since  been  his  home.  To  his  marriage  there 
have  been  born  five  children:  Sophia,  January 
10,  1872;  John  R.,  August  25,  1875;  Emma  A., 
May  6,  1879;  Katie  L.,  September  8,  1881,  and 
Lulu  C.,  May  30,  1889.  The  eldest  daughter 
completed  her  education  at  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  of  Palmyra,  and  the  son  received  a  commer¬ 
cial  education  in  the  Palmyra  Business  College. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Staus  were  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  the  father  in  Darmstadt  in  1815,  and  the 
mother,  who  before  her  marriage  was  a  Miss 
Hemmelman,  in  Waldeck.  They  crossed  the 
ocean  in  1847  the  same  steamer  by  way  of 
New  Orleans.  Continuing  their  journey  to  St. 
Louis  they  were  there  married  December  4,  1847. 
Immediately  afterward  they  settled  on  a  farm 
three  miles  northwest  of  Palmyra,  renting  the 
same  for  two  or  three  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1850  purchased  the  homestead  where  they  dwelt 
during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their  fam¬ 
ily  comprised  the  following:  One  child  who  died 
in  infancy  unnamed;  ]\Irs.  Staus,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  2,  1848;  Lizzie,  who  died  when  about  eight 
years  old;  Betty,  born  about  1852,  and  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Gustaff,  who  died  in  early  childhood; 
Annie,  wife  of  Fred  Boger,  of  this  county,  and 
mother  of  four  children;  August,  an  invalid;  IMa- 
tilda,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  Louisa,  born 
November  19,  1864,  and  the  wife  of  James 
Reeber,  of  this  county,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children.  Betty  married  Peter  Zimmerman,  of 
Adams  County,  Ill.,  and  had  two  children,  one 
of  whom  died  early  in  life,  while  the  other,  ]\Ia- 
tilda,  is  still  living.  The  mother  died  after  the 
birth  of  her  second  child,  and  Mr.  Zimmerman 
has  since  married  again.  John  Walter  departed 
this  life  in  1885,  aged  about  seventy  years,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  better  land  some 
twenty  years. 


The  parents  of  Mr.  Staus,  and  of  his  wife  as 
well,  were  adherents  of  the  Lutheran  faith,  and 
he  and  his  own  family  are  also  members  of  that 
denomination.  Politically  he  uses  his  ballot  in 
favor  of  the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally  is 
a  member  of  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  24,  A.  O.  U.  W. 


JOSEPH  BOHON,  JR.,  is  known  through¬ 
out  jNIarion  County  as  one  of  its  most  pro¬ 
gressive  agriculturists.  He  is  the  possessor 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
eighty  of  which  was  included  in  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  It  is  pleasantly  located  on  Section  8, 
Township  59,  Range  8,  and  is  under  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  methods  of  improvement. 

Mr.  Bohon  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  having 
been  born  in  Mercer  County,  January  20,  1833. 
His  parents,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  were  George  and  Ann  (Woods) 
Bohon,  born  respectively  January  6,  1797,  and 
September  12,  1793.  They  were  married  in  the 
above  county  in  Kentucky  where  the  father  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  continued  to  reside  until 
1834.  That  year  he  started  overland  to  Missouri, 
locating  at  once  in  Clarion  Count}"  on  a  tract  of 
land  of  which  our  subject  is  now  the  owner.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the 
county  and  the  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  en¬ 
tered  from  the  Government  were  in  a  perfectly 
wild  and  uncultivated  state.  This  he  cleared  from 
the  timber  and  placed  such  improvements  on  it 
that  it  soon  became  very  valuable  and  yielded  him 
a  fine  income.  He  became  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  the  county  and  in  his  aeath,  which  oc¬ 
curred  December  29,  1870,  the  community  lost 
one  of  its  best  residents  and  honored  pioneers. 
His  wife  died  May  16,  1856. 

George  and  Ann  Bohon  became  the  parents  of 
a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  we  make  the 
following  mention:  James  W.  was  born  March 
25,  1818,  in  Kentucky,  and  is  now'  living  near 
LaCrange,  this  State;  Abraham  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1819,  and  died  December  14,  1878;  Mary 
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W.  was  born  August  30,  1821,  and  died  January 
3,  1843;  Catherine  was  born  October  8,  1823,  and 
died  in  August,  1870;  Jemima  was  born  October 
.5,  1827,  and  died  June  18,  1828;  Nancy  was 
born  May  i,  1830,  and  has  always  made  her  home 
with  our  subject;  Joseph  was  the  next  born ;  Isaac 
G.  was  born  February  19,  1835,  and  married  Miss 
Juanna  Burk,  their  home  is  in  this  State;  Georgia 
Ann  was  born  March  18,  1839,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Taylor,  a  resident  of  Pittsburg, 
Kan.;  Clark  M.  was  born  July  12,  1825,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Prudence  Floyd  and  their  home  is  in  Shelby 
County,  this  State. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stone  mason,  following  this  industry  for 
four  years.  February  20,  1862,  he  married  Miss 
Maria  L.  Smit,  who  was  born  in  Ralls  County, 
Mo.,  November  9,  1842.  Her  parents  were 
Stephen  and  Susan  (Flowerree)  Smith,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia,  whence  they  emigrated  to  this 
State  in  an  early  day  and  passed  the  remaining 
years  of  their  life  in  Ralls  County. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  abandoned 
the  stone  mason’s  trade  and  located  for  four  years 
on  a  farm  adjoining  the  place  where  he  now  lives. 
He  afterward  went  to  live  with  his  aged  father 
and  on  his  decease  he  was  left  the  old  homestead 
of  eighty  acres.  Although  this  was  well  improved 
he  made  many  additions  in  the  way  of  buildings 
and  latest  farming  implements  and  purchased 
land  from  time  to  time  until  he  owns  at  present 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  some  of  tne  most 
valuable  land  in  the  county. 

The  thirteen  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bohon  are  James  R.,  born  February  5,  1863, 
married  Mary  Vener  and  now  lives  near  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Elizabeth  was  born  May  25,  1864,  and  is  now 
at  home;  Susan  was  born  January  12,  1866,  mar¬ 
ried  Edward  Bowles  and  departed  this  life  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1886;  Homer  was  born  March  31, 
1867;  he  married  Effie  West  and  is  living  in  Ben 
Bow,  this  State;  Ella  was  born  March  28,  1869, 
and  is  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Dinwiddie  of  Steffenville, 
Mo. ;  Nannie  E.  was  born  July  28,  1871,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Minor  Vanarsdall  of  Ben  Bow;  Woodford 
was  born  April  10,  1873,  and  is  now  living  in 


Carroll  County,  Mo.;  Oscar  was  born  April  19, 
1875,  and  died  June  24,  1887;  Katie,  born  August 
25,  1877;  Howard,  March  31,  1879,  George 
W.,  October  21,  1881,  are  all  at  home;  the  next 
born  died  in  infancy  and  Ira  V.,  born  February 
14,  1887,  is  at  home. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
James  Buchanan  and  now  votes  for  Republican 
candidates.  He  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  with  which  religious  body  his 
wife  is  also  connected.  He  is  self-made  in  the 
truest  sense  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who 
know  him  or  have  dealings  with  him. 


Milton  biggs  is  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Ralls  County,  within  whose 
boundaries  he  has  dwelt  for  over  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century.  In  1868  he  purchased  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  on  Section  5,  Township  54,  Range  5, 
has  since  cleared  off  most  of  the  timber  and  has 
erected  good  buildings  and  fences.  He  is  a  man 
of  strong  convictions,  general  learning  and  wide 
experience,  and  his  opinion  is  often  consulted  on 
various  matters  of  practical  import  by  those  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  his  acc^uaintance.  He  is 
very  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  has  always  been  affiliated,  and  at 
one  time  ran  for  the  Legislature,  but  was  beaten 
on  account  of  the  overwhelming  Democratic  ma¬ 
jorities. 

Mr.  Biggs  was  born  in  Pike  County,  on  the 
banks  of  Ramsey  Creek,  November  25,  1817,  his 
parents  being  William  and  Elizabeth  (McCune) 
Biggs,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  re¬ 
spectively.  Davis  Biggs,  father  of  William 
Biggs,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Pike  County,  having  located  on 
Grassy  Creek,  about  1820.  He  operated  a  farm 
and  also  preached  in  the  Baptist  Church  for 
many  years.  The  parents  of  our  subject’s  mother 
were  John  and  Mary  McCune,  both  of  Kentucky 
and  life-long  farmers.  Mr.  McCune  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Pike  County,  whither  he  emi- 
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grated  in  1817,  and  there  passed  his  remaining 
years.  William  Biggs  was  married  in  Kentucky 
and  came  to  Missouri  with  his  father-in-law’s 
family.  He  settled  on  Ramsey  Creek,  Pike 
County,  buying  a  farm  and  operating  the  same 
for  two  years.  He  then  moved  to  Peno  Creek, 
in  the  same  county,  purchasing  another  farm. 
He  was  a  prominent  man  and  was  well  known 
in  all  parts  of  the  State  as  he  was  a  noted  leader 
in  the  Whig  party.  He  was  the  father  of  six  sons 
and  six  daughters,  namely:  John  D.  and  George 
K.,  deceased;  Airs.  Alary  Ann  Tinker;  Nancy 
H.  Hutchinson,  deceased;  Alilton;  Airs.  Emily 
Briscoe,  and  Airs.  Susan  Curry,  deceased;  Alar- 
ion;  William;  Airs.  Alargaret  Shannon;  AI.  Rich¬ 
ard,  and  Airs.  Elizabeth  Shottwell.  The  chil¬ 
dren  were  educated  in  the  old-time  log  cabin 
schools,  where  their  advantages,  as  may  be  imag¬ 
ined,  were  certainly  limited;  as  for  our  subject, 
he  only  attended  school  three  months  at  any  one 
time  in  his  entire  life. 

Alilton  Biggs  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
his  youth  and  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Clark  County,  AIo.  There  he 
was  employed  on  farms  until  1848,  and  in  the 
meantime,  Alarch  9,  1843,  married  Jane  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  native  of  Pike  County,  and  daughter  of 
Gilbert  and  Susan  (Shannon)  'Thompson,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  Pike  County  at 
an  early  day.  In  1848  Air.  Biggs  removed  to 
Travis  County,  Texas,  and  a  year  later  went  to 
Caldwell  County  in  the  same  State.  There  he 
purchased  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
land,  afterward  buying  one  hundred  acres  more. 
In  1854  he  sold  out  his  property  interests,  in¬ 
vested  in  livestock,  and  going  sixty  miles  north¬ 
west  into  Blanco  County,  bought  a  tract  of  land 
comprising  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  acres. 
This  place  he  continued  to  operate  until  the  Civil 
War  broke  out  in  1861,  and  was  quite  success¬ 
ful  in  stock-raising  enterprises.  On  account  of 
the  war  he  and  his  family  returned  to  Caldwell 
County,  but  afterward  went  again  to  their  Blanco 
County  farm,  which  Air.  Biggs  disposed  of  in 
1868.  In  September  of  that  year  he  lost  his  wife 
and  as  one  of  his  sons  had  been  killed  by  the 
Indians  and  he  had  suflered  much  in  other  ways. 


he  decided  to  return  again  to  Caldwell  County, 
and  a  little  later  to  his  old  home  in  Pike  County. 
Having  sold  his  stock  to  good  advantage  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  with  a  view  to  making  it  his  permanent 
home. 

By  his  first  marriage  Air.  Biggs  had  fourteen 
children,  named  as  follows:  Henry  C.,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  16,  1844,  killed  by  the  Indians;  Elizabeth 
AI.  AIcCune,  September  4,  1846;  Susan  AI. 
Lawson,  November  5,  1847;  William  G.,  No¬ 
vember  16,  1849;  Alary  L.  Cowan,  February  24, 
1851;  John  O.,  Alay  ii,  1853;  James  AI.,  Octo¬ 
ber  13,  1856,  also  killed  by  the  Indians;  Emily 
K.  Hampton,  November  3,  1858;  Thomasann 
Thompson,  November  10,  i860;  Ruth  Ann, 
April  7,  1862;  Nancy  J.,  January  26,  1865;  Alar- 
tha  E.  Griggs,  August  6,  1865;  George  K., 
August  29,  1867;  Harriet  AI.,  August  29,  1867. 
Those  deceased  are  as  follows:  Ruth  A.,  died 
April  8,  1862;  Nancy  J.,  October  25,  1865; 
George  K.,  August  31,  1867;  Henry  C.,  Decem¬ 
ber  II,  1867;  Alollie  L.  Cowan,  Alarch  31,  1868; 
Harriet  AI.,  February  5,  1868;  James  AI.,  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1882. 

July  26,  1869,  Air.  Biggs  married  Elizabeth  W. 
Eustace,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The 
worthy  couple  both  worship  with  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem.,  and  contribute  of  their  means 
and  time  toward  the  support  of  religious  and  be¬ 
nevolent  enterpises. 


JOHN  W.  TINSAIAN,  the  popular  ex-AIayor 
of  Kirksville,  is  justly  proud  of  the  position 
which  he  occupies  among  the  scenic  artists 
of  America.  In  the  making  of  backgrounds  to 
be  used  by  photographers  he  is  unexcelled  and 
his  reputation,  earned  by  close  application  to  his 
chosen  field  of  labor,  is  more  than  national,  as 
his  backgrounds  are  sought  by  artists  all  through 
the  Alississippi  Valleys  and  even  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States.  He  is  a  native 
of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  born  July  31,  1842,  and  is 
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a  son  of  Martin  and  Susan  (Coppas)  Tinsman, 
also  natives  of  that  State.  In  1855  the  family 
came  to  IMissouri,  by  river,  landing  at  Canton, 
from  which  place  they  made  their  way  almost  im¬ 
mediately  to  Kirksville.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  when  John  was  an  infant  of  five  weeks,  and 
the  mother  came  here  with  the  hope  of  bettering 
her  financial  condition.  Her  children  were  J. 
A.,  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Kirksville ;  Mary  A., 
the  widow  of  W.  E.  Pannabaker,  makes  her  home 
in  Adair  county;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Solomon 
Otto,  of  Sloan,  Mo.;  Sarah  became  the  wife  of 
J.  D.  Girard,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  above 
place. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  home  farm,  aid¬ 
ing  in  its  cultivation,  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  war.  He  enlisted  in  November,  1861,  in 
Company  H,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  on 
the  expiration  of  his  service,  re-enlisted  and  be¬ 
came  chief  bugler.  The  Seventh  was  in  the  cam¬ 
paigns  through  Mississippi,  Kansas,  Arkansas 
and  Texas.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Tinsman 
returned  home,  and  locating  in  Kirksville,  began 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  He  contin¬ 
ued  this  business  for  five  years,  when,  it  not  prov¬ 
ing  profitable,  he  thought  best  to  abandon  this 
line  of  work  and  from  that  time  until  1875,  was 
the  owner  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill.  That  year 
came  a  great  flood,  which  swept  away  his  mills 
and  destroyed  much  of  his  household  goods. 
Thus,  losing  his  savings  of  years,  he  was  obliged 
to  begin  again  at  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder.  ; 

Mr.  Tinsman  had  always  been  desirous  of  try-  ! 
ing  his  talent  as  a  scenic  artist  and  now  was  pre-  j 
sented  an  opportunity  for  him  to  do  so.  Estab-  ! 
lishing  a  studio  for  himself,  he  gradually  grew 
into  popular  favor,  and  as  the  years  passed  his  1 
business  assumed  large  proportions.  He  located 
in  Kirksville  and  up  to  the  present  time  has 
painted  over  three  thousand  backgrounds  which 
are  in  use  all  over  the  United  States.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  business  he  carries  on  a  photograph 
gallery,  his  purpose  being  to  promote  in  every  ! 
way  possible  his  business  as  a  scenic  artist,  and 
by  using  the  backgrounds  himself,  his  patrons 
can  have  the  effect  wanted. 

In  November,  1865,  Mr,  Tinsman  married  Miss 


Dora  Pannabaker,  who  departed  this  life  in 
March,  1887,  leaving  two  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Fred,  a  photographer  of  this  city;  and  Cliff, 
bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank;  Flossie, 
at  home  with  her  father;  and  Ida,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years. 

Socially  Mr.  Tinsman  is  a  member  of  Kirks¬ 
ville  Lodge  No.  72,  K.  of  P.,  in  which  he  has 
passed  all  the  chairs;  is  Past  Grand  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  having  membership  in  Lodge  No.  g6; 
he  is  Past  Master  Workman  in  Lodge  No.  103, 
A.  O.  U.  W. ;  Past  Commander  of  Corporal  Dix 
Post  No.  22,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  Past  Captain  of 
Apollo  Dix  Division  No.  12,  U.  R.  K.  of  P.,  and 
is  Past  Captain  of  Select  Knights,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
He  is  a  valuable  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  a  deacon,  and 
also  acts  as  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  school. 

In  politics  ]\Ir.  Tinsman  is  a  strong  Repub¬ 
lican  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln,  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  while  in 
the  army.  He  was  elected  Alayor  of  Kirksville 
in  1890  and  his  popularity  was  so  great  that  on 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  re-elected.  His 
administration  was  very  successful,  and  through 
his  influence  the  city  has  now  water  works,  ma¬ 
cadamized  streets,  many  new  sidewalks,  and  nu¬ 
merous  public  improvements. 


Thomas  a.  SPAULDING  is  one  of  the 
representative  residents  of  Saline  Town¬ 
ship,  Ralls  County.  He  is  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  a  handsome  homestead  comprising 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  situated  on 
Section  21.  Politically,  he  uses  his  ballot  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Democracy,  and  from  1873  until  his 
father’s  death,  was  assistant  constable,  later  being 
elected  to  that  office,  which  he  has  since  held. 
He  is  faithful  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  and 
his  friends  and  neighbors  feel  that  they  can  place 
implicit  confidence  in  him  in  every  particular. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  Benjamin  A.  and 
Matilda  A,  (Hager)  Spaulding.  The  father  was 
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born  in  Kentucky  and  died  in  1874,  aged  seven¬ 
ty-six  years.  He  was  married  in  his  native  State  ^ 
and  in  1830  emigrated  to  Ralls  County,  living  for  | 
a  year  at  Spaulding’s  Springs.  Later  he  removed 
to  Saline  Township,  where  he  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade  and  followed  the  same  until  1850, 
also  operating  a  farm.  Prior  to  that  time  the  salt 
works  were  under  full  operation  and  his  time  was 
employed  in  making  barrels  in  which  this  nec¬ 
essary  commodity  was  packed.  For  nearly  half 
a  century  IMr.  Spaulding  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Constable,  his  character  being  above  re¬ 
proach.  His  father  was  a  hero  of  the  War  of 
1812,  and  his  ancestors  were  formerly  residents 
of  Maryland  and  pioneers  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State.  Mrs.  Spaulding  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1776  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  She 
was  the  mother  of  seven  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  named  as  follows:  Robert,  a  retired  farmer, 
of  Spaulding’s  Springs;  Thomas  A.,  of  this 
sketch;  Varalda  H.,  deceased,  wife  of  George  H.  | 
Whitcotton,  a  retired  farmer  of  this  county;  Wil¬ 
liam,  who  is  in  the  furniture  business  in  Paris, 
Mo.;  James,  who  was  killed  in  the  late  war;  Erne- 
line  and  Eliza  J.,  deceased;  John,  whose  death 
occurred  in  Texas;  Benjamin,  formerly  a  furm- 
ture  dealer  and  broker  in  Texas,  but  now  retired 
from  active  business;  Ned  and  Katie,  deceased, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  A.  Spaulding  occurred 
December  i,  1824,  in  Marion  County,  Ky.,  and 
when  he  was  only  six  years  old  he  came  to  this 
township.  He  worked  on  the  farm  and  assisted 
his  father  until  1847,  when  he  enlisted  for  the 
Mexican  service,  being  at  the  front  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  He  served  in  Company  E,  in  a  Mis¬ 
souri  regiment  under  Gen.  Price,  and  though  he 
was  a  participant  in  many  encounters  with  the 
enemy  was  never  wounded  nor  captured.  Re¬ 
turning  home  he  resumed  the  peaceful  avoca¬ 
tions  of  life  until  the  gold  fever  seized  him  and  in 
the  spring  of  1850  he  started  overland  for  Cali-  i 
fornia.  He  was  on  the  Pacific  slope  for  about 
twenty  years,  engaged  in  mining  for  fifteen  years 
and  five  years  in  farming.  He  did  well  in  a  , 
financial  way  and  in  1870  purchased  the  farm  of  j 


one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

In  February,  1864,  Mr.  Spaulding  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  California  to  Mary  Pollock,  who  was  born 
in  Texas.  She  died  in  December,  1864,  leaving 
an  infant  son.  Sterling  P.,  now  engaged  in  the 
furniture  business  in  Texas.  In  1876  our  sub¬ 
ject  married  in  this  township,  Nellie,  daughter 
of  P.  O.  and  Louisa  (Spaulding)  Bresenhem. 
She  was  born  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  March  26,  1856. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  died  in 
1 86c,  aged  thirty-seven  years.  His  wife,  Louisa, 
who  was  not  related  to  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Clay  Township,  Ralls  County,  and  died  in  1864, 
aged  twenty-eight  years.  IMr.  Bresenhem  came 
to  the  United  States  when  very  young  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Hannibal,  where  he  learned  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade.  His  widow  became  the  wife  of  Ed¬ 
win  Fuqua,  who  died  in  1863,  when  in  his  thirty- 
first  year.  ]\Irs.  .Spaulding  is  an  only  daughter 
and  has  one  brother,  Robert,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  in  Hannibal.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  have  been  born  five  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  namely:  Myrtle,  Louisa,  Archie,  Jay,  Ros- 
coe,  Thomas,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Jay 
died  in  childhood  and  the  others  are  attending 
school  in  the  vicinity  of  their  home.  The  fam¬ 
ily  are  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church. 


WILLIAM  H.  STONE  is  a  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Spencer 
Township,  Pike  County,  and  for  about 
thirty  years  has  lived  on  his  present  homestead. 
His  farm  is  finely  improved  and  the  dwelling  of 
modern  design  is  surrounded  with  a  beautiful 
lawm  and  trees.  During  the  late  war  he  enlisted 
on  the  Confederate  side,  took  part  in  many  im¬ 
portant  engagements  and  has  interesting  remi¬ 
niscences. 

Edwin,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Flu¬ 
vanna  County,  Va.,  and  died  in  1887,  aged  eighty- 
four  years.  His  parents  were  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  the  father  being  an  extensive  land  and 
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slave-owner.  Edwin  Stone  married  Harriet  Bur¬ 
gess,  of  Virginia,  who  died  in  1872,  aged  forty- 
five  years.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Shie- 
lon  Burgess,  who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  One  of  their  children,  John,  was  a  Captain 
of  the  Black  Horse  Cavalry  during  the  late  war 
and  was  killed  while  in  the  service.  Our  subject’s 
parents  were  married  in  their  native  State,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children:  Cornelia,  wife 
of  Tom  Dougherty,  a  farmer  of  Audrain  County, 
Mo.;  Maggie,  twin  sister  of  Cornelia  and  now  de¬ 
ceased,  wa.s  the  wife  of  William  Miller,  a  Texas 
farmer;  William  H.,  our  subject.  In  1856  Edwin 
Stone  removed  with  his  family  to  Pike  County 
and  engaged  in  farming,  besides  speculating  and 
loaning  money. 

Like  his  father,  William  H.  Stone  was  born  in 
Fluvanna  County,  the  date  of  his  birth  being 
September  7,  1840,  and  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  moved  westward.  He  continued  to  dwell 
at  home  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  E,  Pike  County  Militia,  and 
joined  Gen.  Price  at  Lexington.  After  the  battle 
at  that  point  his  company  retreated  to  the  Osage 
River,  where  they  remained  in  camp  until  March. 
Soon  afterward  they  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge,  thence  going  to  Van  Buren,  Ark., 
where  they  were  enlisted  in  the  regular  Confed¬ 
erate  Army.  Mr.  Stone  took  part  in  many  bat¬ 
tles,  and  though  he  had  narrow  escapes,  was  for¬ 
tunate  in  never  receiving  a  wound.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion,  in  company  with  a  comrade,  he  was  rolling 
a  cotton  bale  when  the  other  man  peeped  over  the 
top  of  the  bale  and  was  shot  through  the  head, 
dying  instantly.  Since  the  war  our  subject  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  Spencer  Township. 
His  first  purchase  was  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  to 
which  he  has  added  at  different  times  until  there 
are  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the 
home  place.  His  wife  owns  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  acres  of  valuable  farming  land  near 
Frankford,  this  county.  During  his  business  ca¬ 
reer  Mr.  Stone  has  raised  some  very  fine  stock 
and  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  trading. 
During  the  war  he  speculated  in  various  things 
and  made  plenty  of  money,  but  as  it  was  Confed¬ 
erate  currency  he  disposed  of  it  to  good  advan¬ 


tage  and  only  kept  a  one  hundred  dollar  bill  as  a 
souvenir. 

April  3,  1873,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Stone  and 
Salome  P.  Rodgers  was  celebrated.  The  lady  was 
born  in  this  county  August  9,  1850,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Elder  Timothy  P.  and  Elizabeth  (In- 
low)  Rodgers.  The  father  was  born  in  Ray 
County,  Ky.,  and  died  in  1874,  at  the  good  old 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  parents  were  Jo- 
siah  and  Esther  Rodgers,  the  latter  of  whom  lived 
to  attain  nearly  one  hundred  years.  They  were 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  passed  their  entire  lives 
in  that  State.  Elizabeth  Rodgers,  also  a  native  of 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  died  August  18,  1850,  aged 
thirty-five  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Abra¬ 
ham  and  Salome  Inlow,  whose  early  lives  were 
spent  in  Kentucky,  but  who  moved  to  Peno 
Township,  Pike  County,  about  1830.  They 
brought  with  them  a  large  number  of  slaves  and 
among  their  possessions  was  a  very  large  box, 
containing  gold.  This  box  was  placed  in  a  well- 
built,  strong  wagon,  but  the  gold  was  so  weighty 
that  the  wagon  broke  down  several  times. 

Mrs.  Stone  is  one  of  several  children,  the  others 
being:  Elder  Silas  ]\I.,  a  minister  of  Grayson 
County,  Texas;  Martha  A.,  widow  of  Wash  Clay¬ 
ton,  and  now  a  resident  of  Richmond,  Mo.;  Mar¬ 
garet  E.,  wife  of  Judge  William  B.  Beshears,  a 
banker  and  general  broker  of  Vandalia,  Mo.  In 
1852  Elder  Timothy  Rodgers  married  Sarah  Mc¬ 
Leod,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  George  W., 
since  deceased,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Elder  T.  P.  Rodgers  was  Pastor  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  of  Spencerburg,  this  township, 
for  many  years,  but  received  no  remuneration  for 
his  work  in  that  direction.  He  was  also  a  teacher 
of  grammar  for  a  number  of  years,  having  adults 
for  his  pupils. 

The  union  of  William  H.  and  Salome  Stone  was 
blessed  with  three  sons,  who  are  all  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  who  are  named  respectively :  Ho¬ 
mer  L.,  Olie  M.  and  Ira  C.  Homer  L.,  the  eldest 
son,  was  born  April  20,  1875,  received  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  and  is  a  young  man  of  good  business  abil¬ 
ity.  He  has  traveled  extensively  and  has  specu¬ 
lated  in  stock  of  all  kinds.  At  present  he  is  much 
interested  in  raising  high-grade  trotting  horses 
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and  is  the  owner  of  some  fine  animals.  The  sons 
are  all  bright  and  intelligent  and  bid  fair  to  make 
a  success  in  life.  In  his  political  relations  onr 
subject  is  a  Democrat  of  no  uncertain  stripe  and 
has  always  supported  the  principles  of  the  party 
since  first  becoming  a  voter.  The  family  enjoy 
the  respect  and  high  regard  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors  and  are  numbered  among  the  repre¬ 
sentative  people  of  this  district. 


L  EDGAR  ESTES.  The  brilliant  legal 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
•  sketch  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  lawyers  of  Clarksville,  and  is  also 
Notary  Public.  He  is  a  native  of  Shelby  County, 
this  State,  and  was  born  January  27,  1867,  to 
James  A.  and  ^lary  C.  (Riggs)  Estes,  who  now 
reside  in  Louisiana.  James  A.  Estes  is  a  miller 
by  occupation  and  the  son  of  Richard  Estes,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  an  early  pioneer  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  !Mo.,  where  he  reared  his  family. 

Mary  C.  Riggs,  our  subject’s  mother,  was  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  and  iMatilda  (Vandiver) 
Riggs,  the  former  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
who  removed  to  Kentucky  when  quite  young  and 
later  to  this  State.  He  was  a  man  possessing 
wide  experience  as  a  physician,  was  a  talented 
business  man  and  withal  a  ver}'  pleasant  gentle¬ 
man,  highly  esteemed  by  all.  His  widow  died 
October  20,  1894,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
four  years. 

To  James  A.  and  iMary  C.  Estes  have  been  born 
four  children:  A^irginia,  wife  of  W.  Wirt  Parks, 
makes  her  home  in  Louisiana,  AIo.,  where  her 
husband  is  engaged  in  the  music  business;  L. 
Edgar,  the  next  born  ;  Josie  and  Chester  W.  are 
at  home. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  attended  St.  James' 
Academy,  Alacon  City,  and  was  later  graduated 
from  the  Louisiana  High  School  with  the  class 
of  ’84.  Immediately  on  completing  his  literary 
education  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the 
tutelage  of  W,  H.  Morrow,  of  Louisiana,  and 


when  he  had  finished  the  desired  course  of  read¬ 
ing  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Pike 
County  by  the  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  Alarch 
13,  1888,  and  since  that  time  he  has  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  profession.  He  first 
j  located  for  practice  in  Louisiana,  but,  after  a  res- 
i  idence  there  of  two  years  he  removed  to  Clarks- 
I  ville,  where  he  has  gained  for  himself  an  en- 
!  viable  place  among  the  professional  men  of  that 
1  city. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Aliss  Beulah 
I  H.  Knox  took  place  October  8,  1890.  The  lady 
;  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  A.  P.  and  Celia  (Mc- 
i  Dannold)  Knox,  now  residents  of  Alemphis, 
Tenn.,  but  prior  to  this  time  made  their  home  in 
Clarksville.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  born  a  son,  James  A.,  named  for  his  grand¬ 
father  on  the  paternal  side.  Mr.  Estes  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 
while  his  wife  worships  with  the  congregation  of 
I  Disciples  in  this  city. 

;  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  on 
one  occasion  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for 
i  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney,  but  as  the 
Republicans  in  this  section  were  in  the  minority 
i  he  was  defeated.  He  received  his  first  notarial 
[  commission  under  Gov.  Prancis  in  1888.  Mr. 
I  Estes  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
:  Pike  County  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a  host 
j  of  friends  in  his  community. 

I 


JAAIES  OWEN  ALLISON,  attorney  of  New 
London,  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  AIo., 
July  23,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  James  W.  and 
Catherine  (Crigler)  Allison,  the  former  a  native  of 
:  Boone  County,  Mo.,  born  June  22,  1826.  He  was 
I  a  son  of  Alexander  Allison,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
I  vania,  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Alexander  Allison 
;  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  went  to  Alissouri 
'  when  a  young  man.  He  died  in  Maries  County, 
j  AIo.,  some  years  ago.  He  had  five  children: 

I  James  W.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  John,  who 
i  resides  at  Sturgeon,  Boone  County;  Felix,  of 
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Shelbina,  Mo.;  Isabelle,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Holmes,  died  in  1875,  and  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Elijah  Simms,  now  deceased. 

James  W.  Allison  is  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  with  his  father  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
Mo.,  when  he  was  a  lad  of  eight  years,  his  mother 
dying  soon  afterward.  His  father  made  a  perma¬ 
nent  settlement  in  Monroe  County,  and  there 
James  received  his  education  in  the  public  school. 
The  home  being  broken  up,  he  was  early  thrown 
on  his  own  resources.  His  first  venture  away 
from  home  was  in  the  pineries  of  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  Jasper  Township,  Ralls  County,  and  ran  a  saw¬ 
mill  for  a  couple  of  years.  He  later  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  same  township  and  went  to 
farming,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  accumulating  a  handsome  fortune  and 
has  now  about  nineteen  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  improvement.  He  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  in  religion  a  Methodist.  A  man  of 
strong  constitution,  and  energetic,  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  that  success  has  crowned  his  efforts.  He  is 
an  old  school  gentleman  of  temperate  habits,  con¬ 
servative  in  thought,  charitable  and  benevolent, 
giving  liberally  to  worthy  objects.  He  has  been 
a  hard  worker,  and  has  attended  strictly  to  his 
business  affairs.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  Virginia, 
a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Rosa  (Fray)  Crigler.  Her 
parents  moved  to  Missouri  in  1837,  settling  near 
Florida,  Monroe  County.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allison:  Joel  S.,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Mississippi;  James  O.;  John  W.,  deceased; 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Williamson,  of  Ralls 
County;  Jennie  D.  died  in  1881;  Thomas  E.,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Ralls  County,  and  Mary  C.,  now  the  wife 
of  C.  S.  Jackson,  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  securing  his  primary  education  in  the 
district  schools.  He  then  attended  the  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  at  Kirksville,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1882.  Later  he  took  a  course  at  the 
State  University  at  Columbia.  After  he  left  the 
University  he  served  one  term  as  School  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Ralls  County.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  twice  re-  1 


elected,  serving  six  years.  He  was  Chairman  of 
the  Library  Committee  the  first  term,  and  during 
his  second  term  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
!  on  Education.  The  third  term  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Corporations  and  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Criminal  Jurisprudence.  He 
closed  his  Legislative  career  in  1891  with  credit 
to  himself  and  honor  to  his  county.  He  studied 
law  while  teaching  and  while  in  the  University, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  Judge  Bacon  in 
1887.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  elected  Prosecut¬ 
ing  Attorney  of  Ralls  County  and  reelected  in 
1892,  serving  until  January,  1895.  He  holds  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  Ralls  County’s  most 
successful  attorneys.  He  was  a  vigorous  and 
successful  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  during  his 
term  of  office  prosecuted  many  important  cases 
to  conviction,  one  of  the  most  important  of  which 
was  that  of  State  vs.  John  Nelson,  charged  .with 
murder.  This  case  was  ably  and  vigorously  de¬ 
fended,  but  Mr.  Allison  secured  a  verdict  of 
guilty  and  the  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  be  hung. 
In  the  short  time  given  to  his  profession  Mr.  Alli¬ 
son  has  built  up  a  fine  practice,  which  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing.  His  civil  practice  is  growing, 
and  he  has  lately  had  the  adjustment  of  many 
large  estates.  He  is  a  man  of  the  people  and  very 
popular  throughout  the  entire  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  Masonic  order, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


THOIMAS  stark.  This  prominent  old 
resident  and  progressive  farmer  of  Pike 
County  is  at  present  living  in  Township 
54,  Range  3  West.  He  is  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  was  born  in  Bourbon  County  in  1815.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Susan  (Shannon) 
Stark,  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  he  was  their  only 
j  child.  His  father  died  when  he  was  an  infant  of 
j  nine  months,  after  which  event  his  mother  re- 
!  turned  to  the  home  of  her  parents,  John  and 
Susan  (Alexander)  Shannon. 

The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was 
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a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  parents  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  Here  she 
met  and  married  John  Shannon,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Kentucky,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children,  namely:  Susan,  Isa¬ 
bella,  Polly,  Jennie,  Margaret,  Nancy,  William 
and  Jacob.  Isabella  married  John  Clark,  and  to 
them  were  granted  a  family  of  three  sons  and  five 
daughters,  namely:  John,  William,  James, 
Nancy,  Susan,  Cynthia,  Polly  and  Margaret  C. 
Polly  Shannon  was  married  to  John  McCune, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters:  William,  John,  Harvey,  Betsey,  Susan, 
Margaret  and  Polly.  Jennie  Shannon  married 
Gilbert  Thompson.  Nancy  Shannon  married 
John  Andrews,  an  Ohio  man,  and  after  their  union 
they  located  in  Illinois,  where  they  reared  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  six  children.  William  Shannon  married  a 
Miss  Gray,  and  on  her  decease  chose  for  his  sec¬ 
ond  companion  a  Miss  Easton;  their  two  children 
were  John  E.  and  Susan  Ellen.  Jacob  Shannon 
married  Miss  Millie  Hurst  and  their  sons  and 
daughters  were  John,  James,  Mary  and  Susan. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  July  8, 
1841,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Goldsberry.  Mrs.  Stark 
was  born  December  17,  1825,  and  is  now  in  her 
sixty-ninth  year,  and  enjoys  excellent  health.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  been  granted  a  family  of  ten 
children,  as  follows:  James  G.,  John  B.,  Thomas, 
William  H.,  Susan  R.,  Lois  E.,  Lillie  L.,  Minnie 
M.,  and  two  who  died  unnamed  in  infancy.  The 
eldest  son  married  Missouri  Bailey,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  Harry  B.  and  Min¬ 
nie  L.  He  is  engaged  in  farming  on  property  of 
his  own  adjoining  the  old  homestead  on  the  south. 
John  B.  Stark  married  Miss  Susan  Stark  and 
their  children  are  John  T.,  Charles  W.  and  Lillie 
S. ;  they  all  reside  in  Colorado.  Thomas,  the  third 
son,  married  Ellen  Whitney,  and  their  one  child 
bears  the  name  of  Roy;  they,  too,  live  in  Colo¬ 
rado.  William  H.  married  Miss  Katie  Donovan, 
and  of  this  union  was  born  a  daughter,  Mattie 
E. ;  on  his  wife’s  death  he  was  married  to  Dollie 
Emma  Keith.  Susan  Stark  is  the  wife  of  William 
Henry  Waddell  and  has  two  sons  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter;  Arion  H.,  Edward  T.  and  Flora  B.  Lois  E. 
was  married  to  James  L.  Reading,  and  their  fam¬ 


ily  comprise  two  children,  John  T.  and  James 
Lee.  Lillian  Lee  married  Thomas  W.  Shy,  and  is 
the  mother  of  one  son,  Raymond  D.  Minnie  M. 
married  Thomas  King;  their  one  daughter  bears 
the  name  of  Marcie  L. 


WILLIAM  H.  TINKER,  Vice-President 
of  the  Bowling  Green  Bank,  is  a  re¬ 
tired  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Spen¬ 
cer  Township,  Pike  County,  of  which  he  is  one  of 
the  pioneers.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  ac¬ 
quired  the  wealth  which  he  now  enjoys  by  vears 
of  persistent  and  ceaseless  toil.  For  the  last 
twenty  years  he  has  been  a  leading  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Elder.  In  everything  tending  to 
promote  the  interest  of  this  communit}-  he  has 
ever  taken  an  active  interest  and  has  been  a  recog¬ 
nized  factor  in  its  success. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Charles  W. 
and  Lucella  (Roberts)  Tinker.  The  former  was 
born  in  Vermont,  August  21,  1815,  being  the  son 
of  Dr.  Ralph  and  Relief  (Whitney)  Tinker,  and 
died  July  24,  1861.  His  parents  w’ere  married  in 
Vermont  and. moved  to  Kentucky,  where  they 
lived  for  some  years  and  in  1827  came  to  Pike 
County.  Dr.  Tinker  was  a  prominent  practitioner 
and  a  man  of  influence  in  those  early  days.  Our 
subject’s  mother  was  born  in  Kentucky  Febru¬ 
ary  25,  1818,  and  is  still  living,  being  a  resident  of 
Curryville,  Mo.  Her  parents,  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Caldwell)  Roberts,  were  also  natives  of 
Kentucky,  and,  coming  to  this  township  in  1831, 
here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Charles 
W.  and  Lucella  Tinker  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Spencer  Township  in  1835  and  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  Relief,  deceased; 
William  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Tasitha,  deceased; 
Ralph  H.,  a  retired  farmer  of  Bowling  Green; 
Mary  E.,  deceased;  Annie,  wife  of  William  Down¬ 
ing,  a  retired  farmer  of  Liberty,  Clay  County, 
]\Io. ;  Lydia,  deceased;  Orwin  C.,  Nancy  J.  and 
Margaret,  who  died  in  infancy;  Katie  B.,  wife  of 
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T.  A.  Russell,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  King- 
man  County,  Kan.;  Laura,  deceased;  one  who 
died  in  infancy  unnamed.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  numbered  among  the  progressive 
and  substantial  farmers  of  Pike  County;  he  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  in  political  faith  was 
a  Democrat. 

W.  H.  Tinker  was  born  in  Spencer  Township 
April  12,  1838,  and  lived  on  his  father’s  home¬ 
stead  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  forth  to  seek  his  own  livelihood.  He  first 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land,  which 
proved  the  nucleus  of  his  present  large  farm.  At 
one  time  he  owned  five  hundred  acres,  but  he 
sold  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  remainder 
being  as  much  as  he  cared  to  superintend.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war  he  enlisted  for  three  months’  service, 
but  was  granted  a  furlough  on  account  of  illness; 
for  three  years  he  paid  thirty  dollars  and  one  per 
cent  of  his  money  in  order  to  keep  out  of  the 
army.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
Breckenridge,  and  he  has  always  been  an  ally  of 
the  Democracy. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  having  been  with  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
Presley  and  Delilah  (Keathly)  Neville,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany  and  early  settlers  of  this 
county.  Mrs.  Tinker  was  born  in  Pike  County 
January  10,  1840,  and  was  married  March  7,  1859. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  herself  and  husband, 
namely:  Edwin,  Ada  and  Charles  E.,  who  are  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Joseph  R.,  cashier  in  the  Bowling  Green 
Bank;  Ernest  L.,  who  is  in  the  woolen  mill  busi¬ 
ness  in  Bowling  Green;  Homer,  Assistant  Cashier 
of  the  Hillsboro  (Texas)  Bank;  Delue  F.,  wife  of 
E.  R.  Bradbury,  a  merchant  of  Bowling  Green ; 
Orpha  B.,  at  home;  William  H.  and  John,  de¬ 
ceased.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1879,  and  on  March  ii,  1880,  Mr.  Tinker 
wedded  Julia  Connelly,  formerly  of  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.  Her  father,  Timothy  Connelly,  was  born  in 
Ireland  November  15,  1833,  being  the  son  cf 
Patrick  Connelly  and  wife,  who  died  when  Tim¬ 
othy  was  an  infant.  He  was  reared  m  Ohio  and 
in  1874  moved  from  Indiana  to  Indian  Township, 
Pike  County,  Mo.,  locating  on  a  farm,  where  he  is 
now  leading  a  retired  life.  His  wife,  Julia  A.,  was 


born  March  ii,  1834,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Zillah  (Parker)  Woodward,  natives  of  Ten¬ 
nessee.  They  were  married  in  that  State  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  The  father  was 
a  miller  by  trade  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mex¬ 
ican  War. 

Two  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Will¬ 
iam  H.  and  Julia  Tinker,  namely:  Cullen  H.,  still 
at  home;  Carlos  D.  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Tinker 
is  one  of  eight  children ;  her  brothers,  William  E. 
and  Francis  M.,  are  farmers  of  this  township; 
Robert  L.  is  now  operating  the  old  homestead  in 
Indian  Township;  Richard  T.  is  a  farmer  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  another  brother,  Ralph  W.,  and  the  eldest 
sister,  Mary  A.,  are  deceased;  Katie  W.  (A'Irs. 
Daniel  W.  House)  resides  on  a  farm  in  Indian 
Township.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  won  hosts  of  sincere  friends  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  during  their  many  years  of  residence  here. 
On  February  i,  1895,  Mr.  Tinker  moved  to  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  where  he  is  living  a  retired  life. 


COLUMBUS  VERNON  DAVIS,  an  en¬ 
terprising  and  prosperous  merchant  of 
Warren,  is  a  native  of  Marion  County, 
and  has  long  been  identified  with  whatever  per¬ 
tains  to  its  best  interests.  He  established  himself 
in  business  as  a  general  merchant  in  1877,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Leroy  K.,  and  the 
firm  is  well  known  as  C.  V.  Davis  &  Bro.  They 
carry  a  well-selected  sto(;k  of  dry  goods,  grocer¬ 
ies,  tinware,  hardware,  boots,  shoes,  and,  in  short, 
everything  usually  found  in  a  first-class  general 
store.  But  a  short  time  elapsed  after  they  came 
to  their  present  location  before  they  had  built  up 
a  truly  enviable  name  for  integrity,  fair  dealing 
and  courtesy  toward  their  customers. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  this  township.  May  28, 
1848,  to  Boulware  D.  and  Lucinda  (Keith)  Da¬ 
vis,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  was  born 
November  28,  1812,  and  departed  this  life  in 
April,  1877,  while  his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  1818,  was  three  score  years  and  ten  at  the  time 
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of  her  demise  in  1884.  To  them  were  born  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Catherine, 
who  died  in  1861 ;  Annie,  whose  decease  oc¬ 
curred  in  1870;  C.  Vernon,  our  subject;  and  Le¬ 
roy  K.,  who  was  born  September  7,  1854,  and 
was  married  in  1878  to  IViss  Sallie  Yates,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  county;  they  have  one  child.  Miss 
Czar,  who  was  born  September  6,  1879. 

Boulware  Davis  emigrated  to  this  State  and 
county  July  4,  1831,  in  company  with  his  parents. 
They  purchased  a  farm  and  until  the  day  of  their 
decease  were  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  Boul¬ 
ware  lived  with  them  until  attaining  his  majority, 
when  he  began  to  do  for  himself,  his  first  em¬ 
ployment  being  as  a  farm  hand.  A  year  later, 
however,  he  entered  a  tract  of  forty  acres  from  the 
Government,  and  so  prosperous  was  he  in  its  cul¬ 
tivation  that  he  increased  it  from  time  to  time, 
owning  at  date  of  his  demise  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres  of  some  of  the  most  valuable 
land  in  the  county.  He  was  a  shrewd  business 
man  and  he  and  his  brother.  Judge  Davis,  were 
the  first  two  men  in  the  township  who  expressed 
themselves  for  the  Union  party  when  the  Civil 
War  broke  out.  Before  the  war  he  voted  for  the 
Whig  candidate,  but  after  that  time  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  was  re¬ 
garded  as  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
county  and  accounted  a  man  of  liberal  spirit,  ever 
ready  to  assist  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare. 

Vernon  C.  Davis  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
Loretta  Frederick,  born  in  Boone  County, 
Ill.,  August  27,  1858.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Garbison)  Frederick,  natives  of 
Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  the  Prairie  State 
and  in  1865  became  residents  of  Missouri,  where 
the  remaining  years  of  their  lives  were  spent. 
They  were  farmers  by  occupation  and  the  owners 
of  large  tracts  of  land  in  Boone  and  Marion 
Counties,  Mo.  Mr.  Frederick  married  twice  and 
became  the  father  of  the  following  children: 
Lydia,  the  wife  of  E.  Longacre,  a  farmer  of  this 
township;  Alfred,  deceased;  William,  a  farmer  in 
this  township;  John,  who  was  also  largely  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  is  deceased;  Mary,  wife  of  Joe 
Northland,  this  township;  Emily,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  A.  Tompkins  of  Jacksonville,  Ill.; 


Isaac,  a  farmer  residing  in  Shelby  County,  Ill.; 
Scott,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Frank,  a  IMetho- 
dist  preacher  at  Winchester,  Ill.;  Elbe,  wife  of 
James  N.  Green,  a  farmer  at  Jacksonville,  Ill.; 
Charles  R.,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Loretta, 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Katie,  wife  of  Richard 
Thomas,  formerly  of  Shelby  County,  Ill.  ]\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  DeWitt 
T.,  who  was  born  December  16,  1883. 

Our  subject  in  1877  left  the  parental  roof  and 
established  in  his  present  business  with  his 
brother  as  partner.  They  are  now  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  firms  in  the  county  and  among  the  best  known 
and  most  successful  business  men.  They  use 
great  care  and  judgment  in  the  selection  of  stock, 
choosing  such  as  meet  with  the  demands  of  the 
trade.  The  brothers  still  own  the  homestead, 
finding  time  to  superintend  its  operation.  Vernon 
C.  has  never  held  any  city  or  county  office  as  he 
prefers  to  give  his  attention  to  his  business  inter¬ 
ests  and  his  family.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  devoted  to  the  development  and  welfare  of 
his  community.  In  religious  convictions  he  is  a 
Baptist,  in  which  faith  he  was  reared.  As  a  man 
he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  have  any  dealings  with  him,  either  in  a  social 
or  commercial  way. 


Mrs.  MARY  M.  SPARKS,  a  lady  of  good 
business  ability  and  much  esteemed  by  a 
large  circle  of  her  acquaintances,  dwells 
in  a  comfortable  home  located  on  Section  26, 
Township  57,  Range  8,  Alarion  County.  This 
property  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Gander,  to  whom 
she  was  married  prior  to  becoming  the  wife  of 
James  Sparks.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  this  section,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers.  IMrs.  Sparks  was  born 
in  Hagerstown,  ]\Id.,  December  ii,  1843,  but  left 
her  native  State  when  only  five  years  of  age, 
with  her  mother.  She  grew  to  womanhood  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  in  Illinois,  having  lived  for 
five  years  in  the  former  city,  and  for  seven  years 
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in  the  Prairie  State.  Since  that  time  her  life  his¬ 
tory  has  been  interwoven  with  that  of  Johnson 
and  Marion  Counties,  Mo.,  being  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  welfare  and 
development  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Wm.  Avey,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Avey,  also  natives  of  that  State.  He  was 
a  tailor  by  occupation  and  lived  at  Sharpsburgh, 
Md.  His  wife,  Ellen  McMinn,  was  also  born  in 
Maryland,  in  1830,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  McMinn,  who  were  natives, 
respectively,  of  Tennessee  and  Maryland.  The 
brothers  and  sisters  were:  Joseph,  residing  in 
Lebanon,  Pa.;  Helen,  wife  of  Franklin  Sowders; 
Susan,  widow  of  Solomon  Mornaw,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.;  and  Ann,  wife  of  James  Riddle,  also 
residing  at  Pittsburgh.  William  Avey  died  in 
1845,  when  only  twenty-three  years  old.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Hagerstown,  and 
their  only  child  is  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
The  mother  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Amos 
Joe,  at  Pittsburgh,  and  of  their  union  three  sons 
and  three  daughters  were  born,  namely:  Charles, 
a  farmer  in  Johnson  County,  Mo.;  William,  who 
is  also  an  agriculturist  of  that  county;  Amos,  Jr., 
a  dealer  in  horses  in  Chicago;  Emily,  wife  of 
William  White,  a  farmer  of  this  State;  Theresa, 
Mrs.  Cyrus  Painter,  of  Chicago;  and  Susie,  de¬ 
ceased.  Amos  Joe,  Sr.,  died  in  1866,  aged  fif¬ 
ty-five  years,  and  his  widow  is  now  making  her 
home  with  her  children  in  Chicago.  May  she 
reach  a  ripe  old  age! 

In  i860,  Mrs.  Sparks  was  married  in  Shelby 
County,  Ill.,  to  James  White,  who  died  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1877,  when  in  his  forty-sixth  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows: 
Alice,  wife  of  Owen  Cobbs,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Mollie,  widow  of  John  Collins,  of  Mon¬ 
roe  City;  James  and  Thomas,  who  are  at  home; 
John,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Marion  County; 
and  Scottie,  deceased.  In  1879  Mrs.  White 
wedded  William  F.  Gander,  and  bore  him  three 
sons  and  a  daughter,  namely:  Robert,  Harvey, 
Pauline  and  Isaac.  The  children  are  all  living  at 
home  with  their  mother,  the  boys  assisting  in  the 
management  of  the  farm.  May  i,  1888,  our  sub¬ 


ject  married  James  Sparks,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  in  1825. 

In  1883,  Mrs.  Sparks  moved  to  her  present 
home,  surrounding  which  are  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  alluvial  farm  land.  During  the 
past  few  years  she  has  made  numerous  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  place,  which  is  kept  up  in  a  neat  and 
thrifty  manner.  Mr.  Gander  was  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  affil¬ 
iations  was  a  Democrat. 


ISAAC  MASON  BARKLEY  is  numbered 
among  the  progressive  and  well-to-do  farm¬ 
ers  of  Liberty  Township,  Marion  County. 
His  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  his  present 
vocation  in  which  he  displays  good  ability.  He 
is  a  man  of  wide  education  and  observation,  being 
practical  and  business-like  in  his  methods  and 
possessing  the  respect  of  his  neighbors. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Levi  and 
Elizabeth  (Grimes)  Barkley,  who  were  natives 
of  Jessamine  County,  and  Clark  County,  Ky.,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  father’s  parents  were  natives  of 
Virginia  and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  where  their  children  were  all  born  and 
reared.  Samuel  Barkley,  the  father,  was  a  farmer 
and  miller  in  Jessamine  County  when  he  died. 
Levi  and  Elizabeth  Barklev  had  eleven  children 

•  r 

as  follows:  Jane,  who  married  James  Ellis,  of 
Marion  County,  had  one  child  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Mary  S.,  who  died  in  girlhood;  Samuel, 
who  married  Madaline  Gillispie,  and  died  July 
20,  1890;  Charles  G.,  whose  death  occurred  when 
he  was  in  his  fifteenth  year;  Levi,  Jr.,  unmarried 
and  living  at  the  home  of  Moses  B.  Gash;  Sidney 
F.,  who  died  December  16,  1872,  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  L.  Hatcher  and  to  their  union  were  born 
three  children;  Isaac  M.;  Philip  N.,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Maria,  wife  of  Joseph  L.  Hatcher  of 
Hannibal;  Elizabeth  Helen  and  Mary  Susan,  who 
died  unmarried  in  early  w'omanhood;  and  Martha 
B.,  w'ife  of  Willis  M.  Baxter  of  Hannibal.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  November  22,  1852, 
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and  the  father  afterward  married  Airs.  Mary 
Bronough,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Alar}- 
Dunn.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in  September, 
1857,  and  of  this  marriage  no  children  were  born. 
Levi  Barkley,  Sr.,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1807,  came  to  Alissouri  in  the  fall  of  1829  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Philadelphia,  Alarion 
County.  In  1846  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near 
Barkley  Station,  on  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph 
Railroad,  and  some  fourteen  years  later  built  a 
very  fine  residence,  which  is  situated  on  an  emi¬ 
nence  from  which  a  good  view  of  the  surrounding  • 
country  may  be  had.  This  home  which  he  im¬ 
proved  subsequently  became  the  property  of  his 
son-in-law.  Air.  Baxter. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  19,  1848,  in 
Aliller  Township,  Alarion  County,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  engaged  in  farm  work.  He  atfended 
the  district  schools  and  completed  his  education 
in  A'an  Rensselaer’s  Academy  in  Ralls  County, 
AIo.  He  has  always  had  a  great  liking  for  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  and  has  prospered  in  his  various 
undertakings  along  this  line.  He  deposits  his 
ballot  in  favor  of  the  candidates  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  always  strives  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
good  citizen. 

February  15,  1888,  Air.  Barkley  married  Hulda 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Aloses  B.  and  Catherine 
Gash.  Four  children  have  come  to  grace  their 
home,  namely:  Catherine,  born  November  5, 
1888;  L.  Talmage,  born  August  27,  1890,  and 
Alary  Dunn,  born  December  29,  1892.  Elizabeth, 
born  Alay  13,  1895.  (For  a  more  extended  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Gash  family  see  sketch  of  Aloses  Gash 
on  another  page.) 


Martin  Alexander.  The  prosper¬ 
ous  and  intelligent  farmer  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch  possesses  one  of  the 
best-cultivated  estates  in  Ralls  County.  It  is  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  extent  and  lies  on 
Section  22,  Township  54,  Range  7,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  desirable  and  attractive  sites  within 


the  county.  Air.  Alexander  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
having  been  born  in  Preble  County,  July  23, 
1828. 

James  and  Polly  (Parks)  Alexander,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  subject,  were  born  in  Burke  County, 
N.  C.,  where  they  Were  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1812.  That  year  Air.  Alexander 
disposed  of  his  landed  interests  in  his  nativ^e 
county  and  with  his  family  moved  to  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a  quarter 
section  of  land  and  lived  until  his  decease,  in 
i8s7.  The  mother’s  death  also  occurred  there  in 
1864. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  a  family  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Patsy  and  Betsy,  twins; 
Clements,  Juletta,  Annie,  Nancy,  Samuel,  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Alartin.  Of  these,  the  last-named  and 
William  are  the  only  survivors.  William  mar¬ 
ried  Aliss  Alalinda  Roberts  and  on  her  decease 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Aliss  Lavina 
White.  They  are  both  now  living  retired  on  the 
home  farm  in  Preble  County,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  they  are  well  and  favorably  known. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when,  October  19, 
1854,  he  was  married  in  his  native  county  to 
Aliss  Alargaret  E.,  daughter  of  James  and  Peg¬ 
gie  Reid.  The  lady  was  also  born  in  the  above 
county  and  is  .a  most  estimable  and  intelligent 
woman.  Soon  after  his  marriage.  Air.  Alexan¬ 
der,  together  with  his  brother  William,  pur¬ 
chased  thirty  acres  of  land,  which  they  later  dis¬ 
posed  of  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  other  prop¬ 
erty.  In  the  meantime  our  subject’s  parents  had 
died  and  left  him  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  moved 
with  his  wife  and  lived  on  the  same  until  the  year 
1867.  Having  then  heard  of  the  productive  lands 
of  Alissouri,  which  could  be  bought  for  a  song, 
he  prepared  to  come  hither.  He  halted  at  Hanni¬ 
bal  and  procuring  a  wagon  drove  to  Ralls 
County,  where  he  had  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  a  few  months  be¬ 
fore.  He  lost  no  time  in  making  improvements 
on  the  tract  and  has  made  it  his  home  ever  since. 
He  was  deprived  of  the  companionship  of  his 
wife  April  10,  1877,  and  Alarch  10,  1882,  he  chose 
as  his  wife  Ruth  A.  (Banks)  Humphreys,  a  na- 
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tive  of  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  born  April  22, 
1835.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Lydia 
C.  (Short)  Banks,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  the 
widow  of  George  W.  Humphreys,  to  whom  she 
had  been  married  April  22,  1857,  in  Greenville, 
O.  They  afterward  moved  to  Randolph  County, 
Ind.,  where  her  husband  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  where  his  death  took 
place  November  4,  1864.  By  that  union  there 
were  born  three  children;  Lemuel  C.,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  1858,  is  now  a  resident  of  Indiana; 
James  B.,  born  July  2,  i860,  makes  his  home 
in  Randolph  County,  that  State,  and  John  C.  F., 
born  December  17,  1862,  died  in  infancy. 

To  Martin  and  Margaret  E.  Alexander  there 
were  born  the  following  named  six  children: 
Luella,  born  June  15,  1856,  married  Hugh  A. 
Barr,  and  is  now  deceased;  her  husband  was  aft¬ 
erward  married  and  is  now  living  near  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander;  Oscar  Monroe  was  born  February  3, 
1858,  married  Miss  Mollie  Gibson  and  their 
home  is  also  near  the  old  place;  Rhoda  E.,  born 
June  5,  i860,  died  June  7,  1881 ;  Edmund  S.,  born 
May  28,  1862,  married  Alice  Adkinson,  and  lives 
in  this  township;  Martin  L.,  born  March  31,  1868, 
and  Hugh  A.,  July  3,  1875,  are  both  at  home. 
They  were  all  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  county  and  one  of  them  has  taught  school 
in  their  district.  The  two  latter  named  sons  at¬ 
tended  the  Perry  Institute,  located  at  Perry,  Mo. 

Mr.  Alexander  has  always  been  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  school  affairs  and  has  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  for  many  years.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics.  He  holds  a  membership 
with  the  Christian  Church  at  Perry,  with  which 
body  his  wife  is  also  connected. 


AMUEL  T.  ROHR.  This  gentleman  may 
truly  be  called  self-made,  as  will  be  seen 
by  a  perusal  of  his  history.  He  occupies 
a  finely  improved  farm  in  Spencer  Township, 
and  ranks  among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of 
the  county  by  reason  of  his  intelligence,  sterling 


character  and  reliable  citizenship.  He  is  an  en¬ 
terprising  farmer,  prudently  changing  the  crops 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and 
devoting  the  greater  amount  of  his  land  to  grain 
without  neglecting  other  articles  of  produce.  He 
raises  graded  stock  and  has  his  estate  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  orchards  and  groves. 

Mr.  Rohr  was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Iowa, 
July  27,  1845,  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Ling)  Rohr.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Germany  and  after  coming  to  this  country  died 
in  Missouri  in  1864,  aged  sixty  years.  His  father 
was  Philip  Rohr,  a  farmer  in  the  Fatherland,  who 
on  making  his  home  in  America  resided  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  While  en  route  across  the  Atlantic  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  family,  and  the  vessel 
being  wrecked  they  suffered  greatly  for  food  and, 
though  the  grandfather  had  in  his  possession 
two  bushels  of  silver,  the  little  party  many  times 
wished  the  bags  were  filled  with  something  to 
eat  instead. 

Joseph  Rohr  did  not  focate  in  Pennsylvania 
with  the  rest  of  the  family,  but  made  his  way  to 
Ohio,  whence  he  later  removed  to  Clarke  County, 
Iowa.  In  1857  we  find  him  engaged  in  farming 
in  Ralls  County,  this  State,  where  his  last  days 
were  spent.  His  estate  was  in  Jasper  Township 
and  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing.  He  had  five  brothers  and  sisters;  Philip, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Catherine  and  Jacob,  ail  de¬ 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Rohr  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  died  in  1889  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
She  was  at  that  time  living  in  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory  with  her  son  Joseph,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  who 
still  make  their  home  in  that  section  of  country. 
She  was  a  true,  generous-hearted,  womanly 
woman,  and  held  a  warm  place  in  the  affections  of 
those  about  her.  She  was  married  in  the  Key¬ 
stone  State  and  became  the  parent  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Jonathan,  deceased;  Daniel,  liv¬ 
ing  in  parts  unknown;  Abraham,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  in  the  Indian  Territory;  Melinda, 
who  married  Samuel  Meyers  (the  latter  is  now 
deceased);  Samuel  T.,  of  this  sketch;  Lucinda, 
wife  of  Jacob  Brown,  engaged  in  tilling  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  soil  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.;  Joseph, 
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Jr.,  living  in  the  Indian  Territory;  George,  an 
agriculturist  of  Ralls  County;  Katie  and  Re¬ 
becca,  deceased;  one  died  unnamed. 

Samuel  Rohr  was  married  April  21,  1868,  to 
Aliss  Sarah  C.  Seely,  a  native  of  Ralls  County, 
who  was  born  Alay  12,  1852,  to  Abraham  and 
Angeline  (Rench)  Seely.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  St.  Louis  County,  this  State,  and  passed  away 
in  1883,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Jasper  Township,  that 
county,  and  aided  greatly  in  laying  out  the  roads. 
A  noted  hunter  and  an  expert  shot,  during  the 
early  days  he  killed  many  deer,  bear  and  other 
wild  animals  which  roamed  altwill  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
and  prospered  greatly  in  his  undertaking  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Rohr  was  born  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  where  she  died  in  1865,  aged  fifty- 
one  years.  She  married  Abraham  Seely  in  St. 
Louis  County,  Mo.,  and  became  the  mother  of 
these  children:  Jane,  widow  of  Alilton  Wasson, 
now  makes  her  home  in  Jasper  Township,  Ralls 
County;  Leaffie,  widow  of  Harris  Wasson,  is  also 
a  resident  of  that  section;  Drinker,  farming  in 
that  county;  Malinda,  widow  of  George  Turner, 
makes  her  home  in  Kansas;  William,  farming 
in  Iowa;  Eliza  and  Angeline,  deceased,  the  latter 
having  been  the  wife  of  AI.  F.  Yowl,  of  Hanni¬ 
bal;  Rossie,  married  to  Uave  Osborn,  an  agri¬ 
culturist  of  Frankford,  this  State;  Tabitha,  wife  of 
James  Turner,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Jasper 
Township,  Ralls  County;  Dallas  C.,  farming  in 
Iowa;  Aielvina,  married  to  James  Rule,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Ralls  County;  Sarah  C.  (Airs.  Rohr); 
Genevieve  (Airs.  Riley  Enlow),  of  Ralls  County; 
Susan,  youngest  of  the  family,  married  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Cons,  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  in  Putnam 
-County,  Alo. 

The  three  sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  our 
subject  and  wife  are:  George  T.,  now  deceased; 
Wyman,  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Township;  Silas, 
managing  the  old  homestead;  Salona  and  Leona, 
twins,  and  Alabel.  The  husband  and  father  re¬ 
mained  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Ralls  County 
until  a  year  after  attaining  his  majority,*  when  he 
began  for  himself  on  fifty  acres  which  he  ob¬ 


tained  on  time.  This  he  cleared  and  remained 
upon  for  about  fifteen  years,  when  he  came  to 
his  present  place,  embracing  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  productive  land.  This  fine  property 
is  a  standing  monument  to  the  energy  which  he 
has  put  forth  in  the  labors  of  life  and  the  good 
judgment  which  has  characterized  his  efforts, 
while  his  high  standing  among  his  fellow-men  is 
an  equally  good  proof  of  his  worth  as  a  neighbor 
and  citizen.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
old-time  district  school. 

Air.  Rohr  is  director  of  the  bank  in  New  Lon¬ 
don,  Ralls  County,  and  being  a  man  of  much  prac¬ 
tical  business  talent  and  financial  ability  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  wealthy  residents  of  Pike  County. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  in  pol¬ 
itics  votes  for  Republican  candidates. 


WILLIAAI  P.  BEACH  sustains  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  being  one  of  the  best  literary 
men  of  Alacon.  He  stands  high  as  an 
essayist,  and  as  a  speaker  is  earnest  and  impres¬ 
sive.  Geology  is  a  specialty  with  him,  and  in  his 
office  and  home  may  be  found  well  arranged  col¬ 
lections  of  geological  specimens.  He  is  quite  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  strata  of  his  own  particular  section 
and  closely  scrutinizes  the  soils,  rocks,  fossils, 
fauna  and  flora  of  the  localities  he  visits  in  his 
occasional  summer  tours.  To  him,  like  Byron, 

There  is  a  pleasure  in  the  pathless  woods; 

There  is  a  rapture  on  the  lonely  shore; 

There  is  society  where  none  intrudes, 

By  the  deep  sea — and  music  in  its  roar. 

Air.  Beach  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  April  19, 
1840,  to  William  P.  and  Ann  Eliza  (Cotiplin) 
Beach,  also  natives  of  that  State.  The  first  of 
the  name  of  whom  our  subject  has  any  record  in 
this  country  was  Thomas  Beach,  who  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Government  (1654)  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Richard  Platt,  of  Alilford,  Conn.  To  them 
were  born  several  children,  among  whom  was 
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Zopher,  whose  birth  occurred  May  27,  1662. 
Richard  Beach,  the  brother  of  Thomas,  was  a 
signer  of  the  first  compact  in  New  Haven,  in 
1639,  hence  it  is  seen  that  this  family  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  America. 

Zopher  Beach,  together  with  other  colonists, 
went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1685.  He  was  called  a 
“well-beloved  brother”  by  his  associates  and  the 
date  of  his  demise  was  in  1709.  His  wife’s  name 
was  Martha,  and  among  the  sons  born  to  them 
was  one  Epenetus,  who  died  June  14,  1750,  aged 
fifty-nine  years,  leaving  a  will  which  named  eleven 
children,  among  whom  was  Joseph.  The  latter 
married  Eunice  Baldwin,  whose  family  was 
prominent  in  the  early  day,  and  together  they 
lived  at  Mendham,  N.  J.  He  died  Eebruary  17, 
1765,  aged  forty-five  years.  Among  his  sons 
and  daughters  was  Elias,  who  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  which  conflict  his 
brother  Nathaniel  also  fought  as  Colonel  of  his 
regiment.  Elias  was  born  in  1759  and  on  attain¬ 
ing  mature  years  was  married  to  Joanna  Camp. 
To  them  were  born  seven  children,  including 
Ephraim,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  who  becoming 
crippled,  was  for  many  years  chorister  and  sex¬ 
ton  of  the  Eirst  Presbyterian  Churcb,  Newark, 
N.  J.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
Pierson.  He  was  born  about  1781  and  departed 
this  life  on  August  13,  1837.  To  them  were  born 
six  children  and  by  a  second  marriage  two, 
Henry  and  Mary.  The  six  bore  the  respective 
names  of  William  P.,  Lewis,  Harriet  (married 
Samuel  Moore),  Louisa  (married  Prank  Ward), 
Caroline  (married  Horace  B.  Gardner),  and 
Emma  (married  Nathaniel  L.  Douglass). 

William  P.  Beach,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  about  1808,  and  died  December 
12,  1841,  at  Houston,  Texas.  In  his  youth  he 
went  to  sea,  but  after  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Couplin  made  his  permanent  residence  on  terra 
firma.  He  was  a  dignified,  cultivated,  intellectual 
gentleman,  a  useful  member  of  society  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

He  went  to  Texas,  then  a  young  republic,  in 
1839,  with  the  hope  of  improving  his  fortune; 
but  when  about  to  remove  his  family  there,  two 
years  later,  he  contracted  a  fever  and  died.  His 


funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Senate  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  old  capitol,  and  his  remains  rest  in 
“some  nameless  grave”  in  the  old  cemetery  at 
Houston.  His  frequent  wish  had  been  that  he 
might  be  able  to  educate  his  children,  and  his 
widow,  with  meager  means,  endeavored  faithfully 
to  discharge  this  duty;  her  brothers  and  sisters 
heartily  co-operated  with  her.  She  survived  her 
husband  eleven  years  and  died  with  consumption, 
August  30,  1852.  Of  their  three  children,  Helen 
Winfield  died,  unmarried,  of  consumption,  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1885;  Ephraim  is  mining  at  Breck- 
enridge,  Colo.,  and  William  P.,  the  youngest, 
since  1866  has  been  a  useful  and  prominent  citi¬ 
zen  of  Macon,  IMo. 

“Billy,”  as  he  was  designated  in  boyhood,  was 
reared  by  his  widowed  mother,  but,  being  de¬ 
prived  of  her  care  when  twelve  years  old,  there¬ 
after  lived  with  his  maternal  grandparents  until 
their  deaths,  which  occurred  about  1853.  He  was 
thus  left  to  shift  for  himself  until  his  uncle,  Gil¬ 
bert  A.  Couplin,  sent  him  for  a  term  to  boarding- 
school,  an  obligation  which  he  afterward  repaid. 

At  fourteen  he  taught  a  three  months’  school 
and  clerked  in  a  store  a  few  months,  gathering 
experience  and  the  discipline  of  life;  then  he  trav¬ 
eled  over  the  country  selling  books.  He  had 
heard  and  read  of  the  great  West  and  his  youth¬ 
ful  inclination  prompted  him  to  go  there ;  he  had 
scarcely  any  money,  but  he  had  demonstrated 
that  he  could  work  his  way  through  the  country 
selling  books,  stationery,  etc.,  and  so,  on  foot, 
with  an  old  box  valise  containing  about  five  dol¬ 
lars’  worth  of  stock  in  trade,  which  was  occasion¬ 
ally  replenished  at  some  book  store,  he  tramped 
out  to  Warren  County,  Ohio,  a  distance  of  six 
hundred  miles,  in  the  winter  of  1854-5.  He  was 
a  bright,  genial  youth  and  always  found  friends 
in  abundance,  among  whom  was  noble  Ben  Pur- 
row,  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  who  established  him  in  a 
summer  school. 

Next  spring  he  drifted  farther  westward  and 
some  inscrutable  counter  current  held  him  in 
^Missouri,  where  he  afterward  permanently  set¬ 
tled.  He  taught  school  in  Andrew,  Holt  and 
Boone  Counties,  and  attended  the  State  Univers¬ 
ity  for  one  year.  Then  he  studied  law  and  was 
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admitted  to  the  bar  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  in  1866,  | 
immediately  removing  to  Macon,  where  he  has  j 
since  resided.  ; 

His  practice  is  largely  commercial.  His  pro-  j 
fessional  watchwords  are  integrity,  reliability, 
promptness,  politeness  and  persistence;  and  their 
practical  application  has  developed  a  successful 
business.  He  has  been  City  Attorney  of  ^Macon 
for  two  terms;  and  has  been  active  in  promoting 
honest  politics  in  his  county  and  State,  but  is  too 
independent  and  uncompromising  for  party  pro¬ 
motion.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent  Repub¬ 
lican.  Mr.  Beach  was  married  November  13, 
1871,  to  Miss  Nellie  L.  Barnard,  of  Adrian,  }ilich., 
an  estimable  lady  abounding  in  good  works. 


A]\IES  A.  ESTES,  President  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Diamond  Flour  ^Manufactur- 
ing  Company,  of  Louisiana,  Mo.,  was  born 
in  Louisville,  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  March  10, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  Estes,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  1809.  His  grandfather,  .A.bra- 
ham  Estes,  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Rich¬ 
ard  Estes,  the  father,  learned  the  trade  of  spinner 
at  Lexington,  Ky.,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years.  In  1834  he  emigrated  to  ^Missouri  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Lincoln  County,  where  he  lived  and  died; 
he  was  generally  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods.  In  politics  he  was  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat  and  in  matters  of  religion  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Kentucky  to  Sarah  Martin,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  daughter  of  Enoch  Martin,  also 
a  native  of  that  State.  On  the  Martin  side  the 
family  were  of  Irish  ancestry  and  on  the  paternal 
side  they  were  of  German  ancestry.  Richard  and 
Sarah  Estes  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Samuel  Enoch,  living  in  Louisville, 
Mo.;  Mary  V.,  wife  of  Samuel  Hinton,  of  Kansas; 
Deborah,  wife  of  D.  G.  Hinton,  of  Annada,  Mo.; 
James  A.,  our  subject;  Sarah  E.,  widow  of  Nich¬ 
olas  Planer;  Richard,  killed  in  the  late  war  in  Col. 
Smart’s  Regiment  at  the  battle  of  Pilot  Knob- 


I  Joseph  S.,  in  South  Dakota,  an  Indian  Agent  ap- 
j  pointed  by  President  Harrison;  Lydia,  wife  of 
;  John  ^Morris,  of  Louisville,  Mo.;  Edgar  Poe,  -vvho 
j  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Mrs.  Estes,  the 
mother  of  these  children,  is  now  living  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  Mo.,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  She  is,  as  well 
as  all  the  family  but  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  Louisville, 
Mo.,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  worked  with  his  father  in  the  woolen 
factory  until  1857,  and  in  the  spring  of  1859  he 
got  the  Pike’s  Peak  fever  and  started  with  a  pai'ty 
for  that  new  El  Dorado.  He  returned  home  the 
same  season  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods  and  in  operating  a  grist  mill  at 
Walkersville,  Shelby  County,  AIo.  He  remained 
there  until  1868  and  then  went  to  Shelbina,  Mo., 
and  erected  a  flouring  mill  with  a  daily  capacity  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  barrels.  He  oper¬ 
ated  this  mill  until  1875  then  went  to  Macon 
City;  there  he  was  in  the  milling  business  until 
the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  removed  to  Louisi¬ 
ana,  ;Mo.,  and  in  partnership  with  P.  IMoore  pur¬ 
chased  the  old  Rule  !Mill,  which  he  operated  until 
1887,  when  the  mill  burned.  He  t’nen  formed  a 
corporation  under  the  name  of  the  Diamond 
Flour  ^Manufacturing  Company,  with  W.  G.  Tins¬ 
ley,  M'.  N.  Tinsley,  W.  O.  Gray,  A.  Jordon 
and  Dr.  W.  C.  Hardin,  having  a  capital  stock  of 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars.  ]\Ir.  Jordon  was 
President  and  our  subject  Vice-President  and 
General  ^Manager.  After  ]\Ir.  Jordon  retired  W. 
O.  Gray  became  President,  and  when  Air.  Gray- 
retired,  in  1893,  Mr.  Estes  became  President, 
which  position  he  now  holds.  He  has  been  Gen¬ 
eral  Alanager  since  the  mill  started.  The  special 
brands  of  the  mill  are  the  Diamond  High  Patent, 
Diamond  A  and  Diamond  O.  A  market  is  found 
for  all  of  their  productions  in  the  North  and  West, 
as  well  as  at  home.  Their  wheat  is  obtained  gen¬ 
erally  from  local  farmers,  and  they  manufacture 
the  best  brands  of  flour  in  this  section  of  the 
country. 

In  November,  1864,  Air.  Estes  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Alary  C.  Riggs,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  and  Alatilda  (Vandever)  Riggs.  She  is  a 
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native  of  Shelby  County,  Mo.;  her  father  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania  and  her  mother  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estes  are  the  parents  of  these  chil¬ 
dren:  Virginia,  who  married  W.  W.  Park,  of 
Louisiana,  Mo.;  Louis  Edgar,  an  attorney  at 
Clarksville,  Mo.,  who  married  Lou  Knox,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dr.  Knox,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Josie;  Ches¬ 
ter  W.,  at  home. 

Mrs.  Estes  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  South,  as  is  also  Mr.  Estes.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council  in  i8q2  and 
served  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  and  was  sent  by  the  lodge  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  met  in  St.  Louis  in  1890. 
Mr.  Estes  is  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  has  been 
largely  identified  with  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  Louisiana.  He  is  active  in  business  and 
is  always  ready  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  the  poor 
and  is  among  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  his 
adopted  city. 


CAL.  S.  O’DONNELL,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  N  o- 
vember  2,  1868,  the  place  of  his  birth  be¬ 
ing  Hannibal,  Mo.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Ellen  (McCarty)  O’Donnell,  who  are  natives  of 
Ireland. 

John  O’Donnell  quitted  the  land  of  his  nativ¬ 
ity  after  reaching  manhood,  and  boarded  a  vessel 
bound  for  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
York  City.  Erom  there  he  went  direct  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  secured  employment  with  the  1.  C.  R. 
R.  Co.,  assisting  in  laying  its  track  in  Chicago; 
he  was  also  married  in  the  World’s  Eair  City.  Aft¬ 
er  the  foregoing  event  his  next  important  move 
was  a  departure  for  Hannibal  and  in  that  Mis¬ 
souri  city  he  located  and  worked  in  the  H.  &  St. 
J.  R.  R.  shops  for  twenty-one  years. 

Our  subject’s  father  at  this  period  in  his  life 
decided  to  change  his  vocation,  so,  thinking  that 
of  farming  to  be  independent  and  profitable,  he 
moved  out  to  a  farm  nine  miles  west  of  the 
city — west  of  Herdsburg — and  engaged  in  till¬ 


ing  the  soil.  He  remained  on  this  land  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  and  then  moved  to  the  B.  O.  Woods 
farm,  this  county,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  year  as 
a  renter.  At  the  expiration  of  the  twelvemonth 
he  moved  to  a  part  of  the  farm  which  our  sub¬ 
ject,  his  son,  now  operates;  this  was  twenty-two 
years  ago — in  1873.  In  that  year  the  farm  com¬ 
prised  only  eighty  acres,  which  he  bought  and 
on  which  he  made  all  the  improvements.  After¬ 
ward  he  bought  another  eighty  acres,  which 
makes  an  entire  quarter  section  that  he  now 
owns. 

April  18,  1895,  he  and  his  wife  removed  to 
Kansas  Citj,  Mo.,  and  are  now  living  retired  in 
the  metropolis  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kaw,  having 
well  earned  a  comfortable  rest  for  their  old  aee. 
The  union  of  John  and  Ellen  O’Donnell  was 
blessed  with  twelve  sons  and  daughters,  the 
names  of  whom  are  as  follows:  James;  Robert; 
Frank,  deceased;  Cal.,  our  subject;  William; 
John,  deceased;  Thomas,  deceased;  Maggie; 
four  whose  names  are  not  given  died  when 
young. 

Cal.  S.  O’Donnell  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools  of  this  county,  after 
which  in  1886 — he  entered  the  Queen  City 
Business  College,  Hastings,  Neb.  Three  years 
later,  or  some  time  after  he  had  passed  his  twen¬ 
ty-first  birthday,  he  started  out  in  life  for  him¬ 
self,  fairly  equipped  for  the  battle  to  gain  a  place 
among  his  successful  fellows.  Yet  he  began  at 
the  foot  of  the  ladder  by  entering  the  employ  of 
a  lumber  firm  in  Hastings,  in  whose  yard  he 
worked  for  three  years.  He  then  visited  his  par¬ 
ents,  after  which  he  returned  to  Nebraska  and 
located  temporarily  in  the  Town  of  McCook. 
There  he  secured  work  as  brakeman  on  the  B. 
&  M.  R.  R.,  which  position  he  retained  for  six¬ 
teen  months,  when  he  discontinued  his  life  as  a 
railroader  by  going  to  the  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition  at  Chicago. 

Again  our  subject  returned  to  Nebraska,  but 
this  time  he  selected  Omaha  as  a  likely  citv 
wherein  to  procure  employment.  He  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  quest  and  clerked  for  the  Union 
Depot  Hotel  for  three  months,  when  he  engaged 
with  the  Big  Four  Opera  Company  in  the  ca- 
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pacity  of  Billing  Agent,  his  duties  being  to  pro-  : 
ceed  ahead  of  the  organization  and  make  dates  ! 
for  its  appearance  in  the  various  towns  along  a 
planned-out  route.  He  remained  with  the  com¬ 
pany  for  about  one  month  until  it  stranded  in  , 
Lincoln,  Xeb.,  when  necessity  drove  him  to  ac-  j 
cept  work  as  a  waiter  in  a  restaurant  in  that 
city.  This  uncongenial  labor  he  followed  for 
two  weeks  and  then  once  more  returned  to  his 
father’s  home. 

Previous  to  the  foregoing  young  O’Donnell 
had  taken  a  trip  with  an  artist  for  the  purpose 
of  sketching,  etc.,  in  the  far  X’orthwest  and  their 
way  lay  through  Grand  Pass  in  Oregon.  They 
were  absent  for  about  three  months  and  on  the 
road  thither  they  made  three  stops  of  some 
length.  It  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than 
a  thoroughly  enjoyable  outing  for  the  unset¬ 
tled  young  man.  After  he  went  back  home  in 
1894  his  father  gave  up  his  own  active  life  and  ; 
placed  the  care  of  the  farm  on  the  shoulders  of  1 
his  returned  son,  and  since  then  the  latter  himself  j 
has  been  operating  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  that  constitute  the  old  home  place. 

A  self-made  man  in  the  sense  that  what  he  now 

* 

owns  was  acquired  by  hard  though  intermittent 
toil.  Cal.  S.  O’Donnell  is  well  liked  through¬ 
out  the  county  by  all  who  know  him.  Although 
the  elder  O'Donnell  affiliates  with  the  new  party 
called  Populist,  our  subject  is  independent  in  pol¬ 
itics  and  votes  for  the  best  man.  Religiously  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


CYRUS  ALBERTSON,  Mayor  of  Hanni¬ 
bal,  is  one  of  the  popular  officials  who 
have  occupied  this  office.  He  possesses 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  has  striven  in 
everv  possible  way  to  promote  their  welfare.  He 
has  now  served  his  third  term,  his  first  election 
having  been  in  1889,  the  second  in  1891  and  his 
third  term  closed  in  June,  1895.  jMany  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  during  his  administration, 
among  the  most  useful  and  necessary  ones  being 


the  establishment  of  the  sewerage  system  and 
street  paving. 

The  Albertson  family  is  of  Holland  ancestry, 
and  our  subject’s  grandfather  was  a  resident  of 
North  Carolina.  Plis  father,  Nathan  Albertson, 
was  a  native  of  that  State,  and  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade.  At  an  early  day  he  moved  to  Hendricks 
County,  Ind.,  and  was  killed  at  the  State  Fair  in 
1871,  while  contesting  the  speed  of  two  engines, 
by  an  explosion.  He  was  a  Republican  and  was  a 
Quaker  in  religious  belief.  His  wife,  who  was 
[Miss  Elizabeth  Hackett,  was  also  a  native  of 
North  Carolina  and  died  in  Plainfield,  Hendricks 
County,  in  1859.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Calvin,  of  Indiana;  Hannah, 
deceased;  Cyrus;  Eli  T.,  of  Hannibal;  Lena, 
widow  of  Kidder  Kidd;  Elizabeth  and  Carrie, 
both  deceased. 

Cyrus  Albertson  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
N.  C.,  July  8,  1848.  His  early  years  were  spent 
in  Plainfield  and  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  those 
places.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  obtained 
a  clerkship  in  a  dry  goods  store,  but  two  ^'ears 
later  came  to  Hannibal.  Here  he  was  also  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  clerk  for  the  dry  goods  firm  of  Cohn 
Bros.,  remaining  with  them  for  three  year.'. 
Then  embarking  in  business  for  himself  be 
opened  a  store  on  the  west  side  of  Market  Street 
and  carried  it  on  successfully  for  about  a  decade. 
Then  removing  his  stock  to  Broadway,  he  en¬ 
larged  his  business  which  he  continued  to  con- 
I  duct  until  1894,  when  he  sold  out,  and  retired 
j  from  all  except  his  public  duties. 

I  July  8,  1869,  Mr.  Albertson  was  married  in 
j  Hannibal  to  Augusta,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Adelia  (Spencer)  Wentworth,  natives  of  New 
York  State,  who  removed  to  that  citv  about  1866. 
The  father  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade  and  is 
still  living,  though  his  Avife  has  passed  to  the 
silent  land.  He  was  a  distant  relative  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Wentworth  of  Chicago.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Albertson  have  been  born  three  daughters. 
Lulu,  !Mabel  and  Lizzie,  the  last  mentioned  now 
deceased.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  IMeth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party  Mr.  Al- 
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bertson  has  been  very  prominent  and  an  active 
worker.  He  was  elected  Alderman  in  1888  and 
served  as  such  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  for  two 
years,  after  which  his  name  was  brought  forward 
for  the  Mayoralty.  He  has  frequently  been  sent 
as  a  delegate  to  District  and  County  Conventions. 
He  is  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Hannibal,  in  which  he  is  a  stock-holder  and  Di¬ 
rector,  and  is  Vice-President  of  the  German- 
American  Bank  of  Hannibal.  He  is  President 
of  the  Workingmen’s  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  which  was  incorporated  in  1889,  and 
which  is  now  on  a  fii'm  financial  basis.  Mr.  Al¬ 
bertson  has  made  good  investments  in  city  real 
estate  and  has  been  unusually  successful  in  his 
business  operations.  Though  he  has  acquired  a 
handsome  fortune  he  has  strictly  adhered  to 
principles  of  honesty  and  justice. 


CONRAD  C.  LEHENBAUER  is  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  good  homestead  on  Section 
21,  South  River  Township,  Marion 
County,  which  he  has  owned  just  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  that  country  and  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Later  he  pursued  higher  studies  in  Con¬ 
cordia  College,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  but  though 
his  school  days  ended  there  he  has  never  ceased 
his  researches  and  takes  great  enjoyment  in 
reading  and  study.  It  is  now  thirty-five  years 
since  he  came  to  this  county  and  he  is  there¬ 
fore  one  of  its  pioneers.  During  his  long  resi¬ 
dence  here  he  has  won  the  good  will  and  friend¬ 
ship  of  his  neighbors  and  numerous  acquaint¬ 
ances,  who  consider  him  well  worthy  of  their  re¬ 
gard. 

The  parents  of  our  subject.  Matins  A.  and  Mar¬ 
garet  M.  (Hagenberger)  Lehenbauer,  were  like¬ 
wise  natives  of  the  Fatherland.  The  former  died 
in  January,  1853,  aged  seventy-one  years.  He 
was  a  linen-weaver  by  trade,  and  owned  an  es¬ 
tablishment  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death. 
After  that  event  his  widow  emigrated  to  the 


United  States  accompanied  by  four  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  including  our  subject.  Two  others  had 
made  the  journey  a  year  or  so  previously.  On 
landing  in  New  York  City,  at  the  end  of  a  forty 
days’  voyage,  Mrs.  Lehenbauer  and  her  fam¬ 
ily  proceeded  to  Campbell  County,  Ky.,  where 
she  bought  a  small  farm  of  thirty  acres,  which 
was  used  for  garden  purposes.  Seven  ^  ears  aft¬ 
erward  they  sold  out  and  located  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  There 
the  mother  dwelt  some  fourteen  years  when  she 
sold  the  place  to  two  of  her  sons  and  came  to 
dwell  with  our  subject,  at  whose  home  she  died 
March  12,  1876,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

C.  C.  Lehenbauer  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Ger¬ 
many,  November  20,  1841,  and  is  one  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Charles  and  Christ  are  de¬ 
ceased;  Frederick  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume;  William  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Ralls  County,  Mo.;  Ferdinand  is  a  farmer  of  this 
township;  John  owns  a  farm  in  Oklahoma; 
George  died  in  this  county,  and  the  others  died 
in  infancy. 

In  IMarch,  i860,  our  subject  came  with  his 
mother  from  Kentucky  to  Marion  County,  and 
continued  to  live  with  her  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when  he  set  out  to  paddle  his 
own  canoe.  Going  to  St.  Louis  he  found  work 
as  a  gardener  for  about  two  years,  and  then  re¬ 
turning  home  assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  a 
farm  some  four  years.  In  1870  he  purchased  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  but  did  not  move 
here  until  four  years  later,  when  he  built  a  sub¬ 
stantial  dwelling  on  the  homestead.  His  farm 
comprises  one  hundred  acres,  improved  witli 
good  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  this  is  all  paid 
for.  Politically,  Mr.  Lehenbauer  is  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  per¬ 
suaded  to  accept  any  local  office. 

On  April  5,  1874,  the  marriage  of  C.  C.  Lehen¬ 
bauer  and  Katie  L.  Preusser  was  celebrated. 
The  lady  was  born  in  St.  Clair  County,  Ill.,  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1851.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Prussia,  Germany,  and  were  early  residents  of 
Marion  County,  to  which  they  removed  in  1849. 
They  were  married  in  St.  Louis  and  had  born  to 
them  seven  children:  William  is  a  wagon  manu- 
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facturer  and  is  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  busi¬ 
ness  in  St.  Clair  County,  Ill.;  Charles,  the  twin 
brother  of  Airs.  Lehenbauer,  is  deceased.  The 
mother,  Airs.  Kate  Preusser,  was  married  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  to  Philip  Frank- 
enback,  who  is  an  enterprising  farmer  of  this 
township.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  mar¬ 
riage.  The  sons,  Godfrey,  Frederick  and 
George,  are  all  farmers  in  this  locality;  Christina 
is  the  wife  of  E.  Greenbigen,  of  South  Dakota, 
and  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Pider,  a  farmer 
of  this  section. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  with  nine  children;  Louisa,  born  in 
1875,  the  following  year;  Charles,  born  in 
1877,  is  now  attending  a  theological  seminary 
in  Concordia,  AIo. ;  Annie,  born  in  1879,  is  at 
home;  Godfrey,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1881, 
died  when  he  was  in  his  third  year;  and  Katie, 
born  in  1883;  Conrad,  Jr.,  in  1885;  George,  in 
1887;  Albert,  in  1889;  and  Liddie,  in  1892,  are 
still  under  the  parental  roof.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  contrib¬ 
ute  liberally  of  their  means  to  the  support  of 
worthy  religious  and  charitable  enterprises. 


WILLIAAI  HENRY  DE  WITT,  Train¬ 
master  of  the  St.  L.,  K.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  is  located  at  Hannibal,  AIo.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  born  at  Alil- 
ford.  Pike  County,  Pa.,  August  6,  i860,  to  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Greggs)  De  Witt.  The 
father  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Hattie  De  Witt,  of 
English  ancestry. 

Henr}^  De  Witt  emigrated  to  Alissouri  in  1861, 
locating  in  Knox  County,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  about  three  years,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Palmyra,  AIo.,  and  engaged  in  the 
milling  business.  This  he  carried  on  for  a  period 
of  five  years,  when  he  abandoned  it  in  order  to 
give  his  attention  to  railroading,  having  been 
appointed  yardmaster  at  Palmyra  Junction  for 


the  H.  &  St.  J.  Road.  He  filled  that  position  for 
about  ten  years  when  he  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  life.  His  death  occurred  at  Palmyra  in 
January,  1887.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican  in 
j  politics  and  in  religious  affairs,  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  left  at  his 
death  one  brother,  who  is  now  residing  in  Jer¬ 
sey  City,  N.  J. 

Elizabeth  De  Witt,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter 
of  Reuben  Greggs.  She,  too,  was  a  member  in 
excellent  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  died  in  Hannibal,  in  1889.  She  became  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years.  Orilla  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A. 
Thomas,  of  Fairfax,  AIo.;  Catherine  married 
Richard  Key,  of  Philadelphia,  AIo.;  Hattie  G.  is 
now  the  widow  of  Herman  Suppe;  William 
Henry  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Alice  L., 
living  in  Chicago;  Sophia  is  now  the  wife*  of 
Joseph  Wallay,  of  Hannibal;  Reuben  AI.  met 
his  death  in  a  horrible  manner  in  1885.  He  was 
engaged  in  braking  on  the  H.  &  St.  J.  Road, 
and  while  stepping  from  one  car  to  another,  fell 
and  was  run  over. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Knox 
County,  AIo.  Later,  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Palmyra,  he  was  sent  to  the  common  schools. 
When  completing  his  education  he  was  engaged 
j  with  his  father  for  three  years  in  the  yards  at 
I  Palmyra,  but  in  1883  he  left  that  city,  went  to 
!  Hannibal  and  secured  a  position  as  brakeman 
:  on  the  H.  &  St.  J.  Road,  his  run  being  from 
the  former  city  to  Brookfield.  He  continued  thus 
for  one  year,  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  con¬ 
ductor  over  the  same  route.  Five  years  later  he 
was  again  promoted,  taking  the  position  of  As¬ 
sistant  Trainmaster  for  the  St.  L.,  K.  &  N.  W. 
Road,  which  he  held  for  over  one  year.  In  July, 
1892,  however,  he  was  made  Trainmaster  and 
has  jurisdiction  over  the  lines  from  St.  Louis 
i  to  Burlington,  and  from  Keokuk  to  Alt.  Pleas- 
'  ant,  Iowa. 

Air.  De  Y’itt  was  united  in  marriage  at  Pal¬ 
myra,  June  5,  1879,  to  Aliss  Anna  K.,  daughter 
of  Andrew  J.  and  Alalvina  (Parks)  Shrapshire. 
j  Airs.  Dc  Witt  was  born  in  Palmyra,  while  her 
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parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Her  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  both  her  par¬ 
ents  are  deceased.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
there  have  been  born  three  children:  Ethel, 
Ruby  and  Bessie  Lee.  Mrs.  De  Witt  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 
and  is  interested  in  all  good  work  in  her  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Our  subject  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Repub¬ 
lican  principles.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  of  high 
standing,  belonging  to  St.  John  Lodge  No.  28, 
of  Hannibal,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Lodge  No.  7.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Universal  Savings  and  Loan  Company  of  St. 
Louis,  and  is  a  director  of  the  same.  He  seems 
to  be  a  typical  railroad  man,  as  his  rapid  promo¬ 
tion  from  one  position  to  another  would  indicate. 
He  is  careful,  painstaking  and  methodical  in  all 
that  he  does,  giving  his  entire  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  responsible  position,  and  is  held  in 
high  estimation  by  the  officials  of  his  road. 


Edward  waller  Elgin.  One  of 

the  prominent  and  influential  men  of 
Pike  County,  is  this  gentleman,  who  re¬ 
sides  in  Calumet  Township,  of  which  section  he 
is  the  oldest  living  settler,  with  one  exception. 
He  is  living  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life 
on  his  excellent  estate,  located  on  Section  ig. 

Mr.  Elgin  is  a  native  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky., 
and  was  born  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Center¬ 
ville,  February  7,  1813.  His  parents  were  Will¬ 
iam  and  Nancy  (Kellis)  Elgin,  the  former  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State.  William  was  a  farmer  both  in  Kentucky 
and  Missouri,  to  which  State  he  emigrated  in  the 
fall  of  1817,  settling  in  Calumet  Township;  there 
he  lived  and  died  when  advanced  in  years,  De¬ 
cember  17,  1865.  His  birth  occurred  January  14, 
1784.  His  wife  departed  this  life  when  in  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age,  July  3.  1877. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  by 
name  Samuel  Elgin,  was  an  early  pioneer  of  Ken¬ 


tucky,  whence  he  removed  from  Virginia,  and 
afterward  made  farming  the  vocation  of  his  life. 
He  came  to  Missouri  in  his  old  age,  lived  a  while 
with  his  son  William,  and  finally  made  his  home 
with  his  daughter  in  Boone  County,  where  his 
decease  occurred  when  he  was  a  very  old  man. 
There  were  born  to  William  and  Nancy  Elgin  the 
following-named  sons  and  daughters :  The  eldest 
son  died  unnamed;  Francis  C.,  also  deceased; 
Edward  Waller,  the  third  born;  Agnes,  deceased; 
Margaret,  deceased;  Hezekiah  S.,  who  lives  in 
Fulton,  this  State;  Harrison  and  William,  de¬ 
ceased;  Joseph,  who  makes  his  home  iii  Bowling 
Green,  Mo.;  John,  who  died  while  serving  his 
country  in  the  Mexican  War;  Casandra,  deceased. 

When  the  family  came  to  Pike  County  in  1817 
our  subject  was  four  years  of  age  and  was  here 
reared,  and  received  in  the  early  schools  what 
book-learning  he  possesses.  His  parents  settled 
on  the  land  now  owned  by  Edward  W.  before  it 
was  placed  in  the  market,  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  his  services  were  made  use  of  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  land  for  cultivation.  In  that  early  day 
Clarksville  was  the  nearest  trading-post  for  the 
pioneers  of  this  vicinity,  and  this  now  flourishing 
city  was  nothing  more  than  a  hamlet  of  a  few 
houses. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  1837, 
when  he  began  farming  for  himself;  during  that 
year  he  built  the  dwelling,  which  is  still  standing 
on  the  old  place.  It  was  originally  constructed  of 
logs,  but  later  on  was  weatherboarded.  Mr.  El¬ 
gin  got  out  the  timber,  scored  and  hewed  it  and 
hauled  it  to  the  desired  spot  alone.  Neighbors 
aided  him  in  raising  the  cabin  in  which  he  lived 
all  his  life,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  three 
years. 

Mr.  Elgin  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union,  which  occurred  January  4,  1838,  was  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sinkle,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Elgin  passed  away  in 
April,  1840,  and  our  subject  was  again  married, 
this  time  on  December  18,  1845,  to  Polly  B., 
daughter  of  Robert  Estes,  who  emigrated  hither 
from  Kentucky  that  year  and  made  settlement  in 
Calumet  Township.  To  them  were  born  a  son 
and  daughter:  Charles  C.,  November  22,  1851; 
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Alice,  February  9,  1856.  The  daughter  died  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1883.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  August  10,  i860.  The  son  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  on  the  old  homestead  and  was  well  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  schools  of  his  home  township.  He 
was  married  December  9,  1875,  to  IMiss  Ella 
Cothron,  who  was  horn  October  9,  1857.  This 
lady  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Todd)  Cothron,  both  natives  of  Calumet  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county.  Thomas  Cothron  was  born  De¬ 
cember  24,  1835,  and  his  wife’s  birth  occurred  j 
IMarch  22,  1834;  she  died  February  2,  1891. 
Thomas  was  a  son  of  Granville  Cothron,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  ^hrginia,  who  emigrated  to  ^Missouri  and 
Pike  County  prior  to  1812.  To  Charles  C.  and 
Ella  Elgin  were  born  the  following-named  chil¬ 
dren:  William,  March  12,  1877;  Ola,  July  20, 
1881;  Ernest,  October  8,  1884;  Alice  and  Albert, 
twins.  May  9,  1893.  The  latter  died  October  5  of 
the  year  of  their  birth. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  iMartin  A’'an  Buren. 
Seventy  years’  residence  in  Pike  County  makes 
him  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers.  Hale  and 
hearty  in  his  eighty-second  year,  he  bids  fair  to  j 
live  for  many  years  to  come.  Charles  C.  Elgin, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father, 
also  casts  a  vote  for  Democratic  candidates. 


Arthur  W.  KINCAID,  a  young  man  of 
superior  ability  and  pleasing  address, 
holds  the  responsible  position  of  Car  In¬ 
spector  for  the  Wab.  R.  R.  Co.,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  for  several  years.  He  is  a  thor¬ 
ough,  wide-awake  business  man,  and  by  giving 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  duties  as  Inspector 
meets  with  the  approbation  of  his  employers. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Marion  County,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father 
November  22,  1871.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  one  year  prior  to  attaining 
his  majority,  when  he  started  out  to  make  a  name 
for  himself.  Entering  the  shops  of  the  Wab. 


I 


1 
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R.  R.,  ^Moberly,  ]\Io.,  he  was  there  but  a  year 
when  he  was  promoted  to  his  present  position. 
He  is  studious  in  his  business  and  has  made  it  a 
habit  to  do  thorough  and  systematic  reading, 
both  relating  to  his  business  and  miscellaneously, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  is  well  informed 
upon  all  current  topics. 

Arthur  W.  Kincaid  is  the  son  of  Andrew  W. 
and  Letha  R.  (Newton)  Kincaid,  the  former  of 
whom  is  deceased.  His  mother  is  living,  how¬ 
ever,  and  makes  her  home  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  \Aarren  Township.  They  were  promi¬ 
nent  in  this  locality  and  counted  their  friends 
among  the  oldest  and  best  residents  of  the 
county.  A  full  history  of  this  worthy  couple  may 
be  found  on  another  page  in  this  volume,  under 
the  name  of  Andrew  H.  Kincaid. 


Harry  U.  STROTHER,  a  well-known 
merchant  of  Bowling  Green,  Pike 
Gounty,  has  a  finely  equipped  grocery, 
carries  a  high  grade  of  queensware  and  enjoys 
the  largest  patronage  in  town.  He  is  ever  on  the 
side  of  progressive  movements  and  whatever  will 
advance  the  best  interests  of  this  community. 

Dr.  Churchill  Strother,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  August  3,  1829,  being  a 
son  of  Capt.  Reuben  M.  Strother,  also  a  native  of 
the  Old  Dominion.  At  an  early  day  he  came  to 
the  West  and  was  Captain  on  a  Alississippi  River 
steamboat.  August  22,  1855,  while  in  command 
of  the  steamer  “Toledo,”  he  was  shot  by  Capt. 
Harris,  of  the  “Alichigan,”  the  contents  of  both 
barrels  of  the  gun  entering  his  body.  The  sole 
occasion  for  this  outrage  was  that  Capt. 
Strother  requested  the  other  officer  to  get  out  of 
the  way  of  the  crew  at  work  on  the  capstan,  en¬ 
deavoring  to  lift  the  vessel  off  the  bar.  Though 
a  reward  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  of¬ 
fered  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  murderer 
to  justice,  he  was  never  apprehended.  The  Cap¬ 
tain's  second  wife  is  still  living  in  St.  Louis. 

Our  subject’s  father  practiced  his  profession 
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in  Perry,  Ill.;  Towanda,  Ill.,  and  later  in  Warren- 
ton,  Warren  County,  Mo.,  where  his  death  took 
place  April  12,  1864.  During  the  war  he  was  a 
Surgeon  of  Missouri  Infantry,  and  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  many  other  import¬ 
ant  campaigns.  At  last  he  was  forced  to  resign, 
owing  to  absolute  disability,  and  not  being  able 
to  resume  his  practice  became  Agent  for  the 
Wab.  Ry.,Warrenton,Mo.,  which  position  he  held 
until  his  death.  At  one  time  he  was  a  Whig,  but 
afterward  became  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Reynolds) 
Strother,  were  members  of  tbe  Presbyterian 
Church.  She  was  a  daughter  of  N.  W.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  a  saddler  and  harnessmaker  by  trade.  He 
died  in  Perry,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  his  wife 
having  been  previously  called  to  the  home  be¬ 
yond.  Mrs.  Strother  is  now  living  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  her  daughter  Laura,  wife  of  F.  W. 
Schwindt,  lawyer  of  Lincoln,  Neb.  Her  son 
Charles  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  another 
child  died  before  receiving  a  name;  Clara  V.  is 
also  deceased;  Carrie  died  in  childhood. 

H.  M.  Strother  was  born  in  Perry,  Pike  County, 
Ill.,  September  16,  1855,  and  his  boyhood  passed 
uneventfully  until  the  war  came  on,  when  he  went 
with  his  father  to  Danville,  Mo.  Afterward  he 
attended  school  and  finished  his  education  in 
Central  Western  College,  Warrenton.  Then  for 
three  years  he  was  employed  by  the  St.  Charles 
Bridge  Company,  and  following  that  went  to 
Montgomery  City,  where  he  worked  in  a  mer¬ 
cantile  establishment  first  as  a  clerk  and  later  as 
a  bookkeeper.  At  the  end  of  six  years  of  faith¬ 
ful  service  he  became  connected  with  a  commis¬ 
sion  firm  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper,  remain¬ 
ing  there  some  twelve  months,  after  which  he 
worked  for  the  East  St.  Louis  Stockyard  Com¬ 
pany  for  about  three  years.  In  IMay,  1885,  he 
came  to  Bowling  Green  and  opened  a  grocery, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  managed.  His 
present  location  is  very  central,  as  it  is  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  public  square. 

September  14,  1882,  a  marriage  ceremony 
united  th^destinies  of  j\Ir.  Strother  and  Lizzie  L. 
Thornton,'  a  native  of  Lincoln  County,  Mo.  Her 
parents  are  Sim  and  Margaret  Thornton,  who 


were  married  in  Troy,  Mo.  The  one  dauglrter 
and  one  son  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Strother  are:  Grace  • 
T.,  born  September  4,  1883;  Harry,  born  Sep- - 
tember  i,  1885.  The  parents  are  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Ghurch. 

In  politics  Mr.  Strother  supports  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  A  Mason,  he  belongs  to  Phoenix 
Lodge  No.  36,  to  Pike  Ghapter  No.  80,  and  to 
Gyrene  Commandery  No.  15.  In  the  Blue  Lodge 
he  is  Senior  Deacon,  and  in  the  Chapter  holds 
the  office  of  Chaplain.  Aloreover,  he  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  Lodge  No.  64,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  now  serv¬ 
ing  as  its  Financier.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Council  and  is  President  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  Pike  College.  By  all  who  have  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  his  acquaintance  he  is  held  in  the  highest 
respect,  for  his  estimable  qualities  are  well  known 
and  merit  the  approval  of  his  fellows. 


SQUIRE  ABRAHAAI  V.  BEAVERS  oc¬ 
cupies  the  responsible  position  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  has  capably 
held  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  There  has  never 
been  an  appeal  taken  from  his  court  to  the  Court 
of  Appeals  in  which  the  decision  ffias  been  re¬ 
versed.  Formerly  he  was  Assistant  Assessor  of 
Township  54,  Ralls  County,  having  been  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  with  which  party  he 
has  always  been  identified.  He  possesses  the 
confidence  and  high  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  has  proved  a  most  trustworthy  and  zealous 
public  official.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farm¬ 
ers’  and  Alerchants’  Bank  of  Vandalia,  was  for- 
ii'erly  Vice-President  and  Director  of  Center 
Bank,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  that  organization. 
Since  1865  he  has  been  associated  with  the  Ala- 
sonic  Order  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in 
Ralls  Lodge  No.  33.  of  Center.  Squire  Beavers 
also  has  a  diploma  which  he  received  in  1886 
from  the  Palm  and  Shell  Order,  S.  A.  N.  D.  and 
S.  In  Ralls  Chapter  No.  55,  of  the  same  village, 
he  has  served  in  two  or  three  official  positions, 
always  acquitting  himself  with  credit.  His  dwell- 
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ing  place  is  on  Section  21,  Township  54,  where 
he  has  a  valuable  homestead,  a  portion  of  which 
he  purchased  in  1874. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Capt.  A.  H.  Beavers,  was 
born  in  Loudoun  County,  \’^a.,  and  won  his  title 
while  in  command  of  a  local  militia  company. 
He  was  very  active  in  political  and  public  mat¬ 
ters  in  Virginia,  where  he  remained  all  his  life. 
His  principal  occupation  was  that  of  farming, 
his  home  being  on  an  extensive  plantation.  His 
wife  was  a  ]Miss  Pleasant  Barton,  likewise  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Loudoun  County.  She  died  in  1868,  pre¬ 
ceding  her  husband  to  the  grave  by  a  few  years, 
as  his  death  occurred  in  Clarke  County,  Va.,  in 
June,  1876.  Their  family  comprised  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  who  in  order  of  birth  were  as  follows:  An¬ 
nie  E.,  Richard  F.,  iMordecai  T.,  John  W.,  Rachel 
Frances,  Sarah  E.,  Joseph  W.,  Abraham  V.,  Ben¬ 
jamin  E.,  Mary  C.,  Martha  N.,  and  Virginia  C. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Va., 
November  27,  1837,  and  in  his  boyhood  at¬ 
tended  the  old  fashioned  subscription  schools  in 
Clarke  and  Loudoun  Counties.  During  the 
summer  seasons  he  gave  his  services  to  his  father 
on  the  farm,  attending  school  only  during  the 
winter,  but  several  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
had  better  advantages.  When  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age  young  Beaver  came  to  IMissouri, 
whither  a  brother  had  come  a  short  time  before. 
They  purchased  a  farm  north  of  Frank- 
ford,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  our  sub¬ 
ject  sold  his  interest  and  hired  out  to  Abra¬ 
ham  Liter.  In  1859  he  went  south  with 
his  employer  in  charge  of  a  shipment  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  mules  whicli  were  sold  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  The  following  spring  he  re¬ 
turned  and  for  five  years  rented  his  present  farm, 
of  which  he  became  the  owner  in  1874.  The 
original  purchase  was  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  acres  and  with  this  as  a  beginning 
he  afterward  added  thereto  until  now  he  has  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  nearly  all  under 
cultivation.  On  his  settlement  in  this  localiA 
his  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  but  year 
by  year  the  land  has  been  taken  and  increased 
activity  manifested  in  all  departments  of  agri¬ 
culture. 


On  I^Iarch  8,  i860,  was  celebrated  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  our  subject  and  Elizabeth  E.  Brice,  who 
was  born  in  this  county,  July  26,  1843.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Bennona  and  Levina  (Lair)  Brice, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  settled  here 
at  an  early  period,  both  dying  in  this  county. 
jMrs.  Beavers  died  August  ii,  1881.  The  lady 
who  now  bears  the  name  of  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  him  January  18,  1883. 
She  was  formerly  the  widow  of  John  A.  Hum- 
mell,  who  departed  this  life  January  8,  1878.  The 
fruit  of  this  union  is  two  children,  as  follows: 
Philip  P.,  born  July  12,  1873,  and  Iva  M.,  born 
Febmary  4,  1875.  Both  are  teachers  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  IMrs.  Beavers  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
was  born  September  4,  1856.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Gwinn)  Cope,  and 
with  her  mother  came  to  Missouri  in  1866.  Her 
father  died  in  1857  in  Ohio;  and  her  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1891  in  Ralls  County  at  a  good 
old  age.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

The  union  of  i\Ir.  and  ]Mrs.  Beavers  has  been 
blessed  with  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  name!}': 
Claude  D.,  who  was  born  January  10,  1884;  Uva 
E.,  ]\Iay  14,  1886;  John  A.,  June  9,  1887;  and 
Cash  C.,  June  9,  1892.  The  little  daughter  died 
July  31,  1886,  and  John  died  July  27,  1889.  The 
parents  are  both  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  at  iMadisonville,  and  are 
actively  interested  in  religious  progress. 


OHN  H.  WLECKE  is  one  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  and  progressive  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  South  River  Township,  Marion 
j  County,  and  is  well  worthy  of  being  represented 
j  in  the  history  of  the  enterprising  citizens  and 
I  worthy  pioneers  of  this  region.  He  is  a  native 
of  Hanover,  Germany,  his  birth  having  occurred 
August  18,  1837,  but  since  reaching  man’s  estate 
his  lot  has  been  cast  with  the  inhabitants  of  this 
favored  land.  When  he  arrived  on  the  shores  of 
the  New  World  he  was  very  poor,  but  possessed 
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those  qualities  which  are  sure  to  bring  success. 
He  was  not  easily  discouraged,  and  little  by  little 
won  his  way  until  he  is  now  both  wealthy  and  in¬ 
fluential. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Fred  and  Annie  (Wich- 
meyer)  Wlecke,  were  natives  of  Germany,  where 
the  father  died  in  1865,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His 
widow  came  to  the  United  States  in  1868  with  her 
married  daughter,  IMrs.  Ellen  Shrader,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1880  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Clara,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  William  Rabie,  also  deceased;  Ellen  married 
H.  Shi'ader,  and  resides  in  Cleveland,  and  Lizzie 
is  the  widow  of  Joe  Furtlage,  of  Cleveland. 

In  1862  J.  H.  Wlecke  married  Alaria  Wich- 
meyer,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
March  7,  1844,  and  whose  parents  were  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Dearikur)  Wichmeyer,  the  former 
of  whom  died  in  1873  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
while  the  latter  died  in  1846  aged  forty-four  years. 
Of  their  children,  the  three  eldest,  Henrietta,  El¬ 
len  and  Elizabeth,  are  deceased;  Frederick  is  in 
Germany;  Adora,  widow  of  a  jMr.  Turnsing,  lives 
in  Cleveland,  in  which  city  William  also  resides; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  E.  Benhoff,  a  farmer  and 
blacksmith  of  this  township,  and  Maria  completes 
the. family. 

The  union  of  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Wlecke  has  been 
blessed  by  a  family  of  six  sons  and  three  'daugh¬ 
ters,  namely:  William,  born  April  7,  1863,  and  a 
druggist  of  Quincy,  Ill.;  Annie,  born  in  1865,  and 
now  the  wife  of  William  Urigans,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Henry,  born  in  1867,  and  now  engaged 
in  managing  a  farm  in  this  township;  IMinnic, 
born  in  1869,  and  wife  of  Julius  Stulman,  who 
owns  a  carriage  shop  in  Palmyra;  Lizzie,  born 
in  1873  and  still  at  home;  Theodore,  born  in  1875 
and  an  agriculturist  of  this  township;  Charles, 
born  in  1877;  Martin,  born  in  1879,  and  Paul, 
born  in  1881,  are  at  home.  The  youngest  son  is 
now  attending  college  at  Concordia,  Mo. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  homestead  and  continued  to  reside  with 
his  parents  until  1858.  Then  setting  his  face  west 
ward  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  after  a  seven 


weeks’  voyage  on  the  Atlantic,  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  for 
four  years  as  an  apprentice  to  a  cooper.  Then  he 
purchased  a  shop  of  his  own,  which  he  operated 
for  twenty-one  years,  and  at  the  time  when  he 
gave  up  the  business  was  manufacturing  one 
thousand  coal  oil  barrels  per  week.  Afterward 
he  came  to  this  township  and  purchased  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He 
has  made  many  improvements  on  the  place  and 
has  greatly  increased  its  value  since  becoming  its 
owner.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  are  always  charitable  to 
the  poor  and  needy.  Since  becoming  a  voter 
iMr.  Wlecke  has  used  his  ballot  in  behalf  of  the 
Democratic  party. 


WILLIAM  WOOD.  Ranking  among 
the  wealthy  and  prosperous  agricultur¬ 
ists  of  Ralls  County  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and  he  may  well 
be  proud  of  the  fact  that  his  present  large  estates 
are  the  result  of  his  own  well-directed  business 
ability  and  good  investments.  He  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  general  farming  and  is  also  very  muc’n 
interested  in  raising  stock.  He  was  the  first  to 
import  horses  in  this  county  and  imported  two 
fine  animals  which  cost  him  $1,600  each. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Robert  Wood,  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  passed  the  first 
twenty-four  years  of  his  life.  Then  emigrating 
to  Canada,  he  settled  on  a  farm  near  Toronto, 
and  there  became  accjuainted  with  Sarah  Arm¬ 
strong,  who  was  born  in  County  iMonaghan,  Ire¬ 
land.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  1837  ami 
six  children  came  to  brighten  their  home.  ?\Iary 
Jane  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Porter,  and  is  now 
living  in  Peterborough,  Canada;  Hannah  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Smiley,  now  of  Adams  County,  Ill.; 
Susan  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Emerson,  and  is  a 
resident  of  }kIanitoba;  George  is  also  married  and 
lives  in  the  same  country;  Robert,  youngest  of 
the  family,  wedded  Frankie  Roblin,  and  is  an  at- 
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torney-at-la\v  and  Queen’s  Counselor  in  Peter¬ 
borough,  Canada.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
a  successful  farmer,  and  continued  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  cultivation  of  his  home  place  until 
just  before  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
i6,  1856.  His  widow  is  now  in  her  eighty-sixth 
year  and  is  living  with  her  daughter  in  Peter¬ 
borough. 

William  Wood  is  a  native  of  Canada,  having 
been  born  in  Northumberland  County,  April  q. 
1840.  It  so  happened  that  he  was  never  enabled 
to  attend  school  but  seven  days  in  his  boyhood 
and  therefore  had  to  rely  on  his  individual  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  acquisition  of  learning.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  until  reaching  his  majority,  and 
then  for  four  years  operated  a  part  of  her  farm. 
In  1865  he  went  to  Adams  County,  III,  and 
worked  for  S.  M.  Spencer  at  intervals  at  a  fixed 
salary.  October  25,  1865,  he  came  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  and  until  the  following  March  worked  by 
the  month  on  the  farm  he  now  owms.  He  then 
went  home  to  Canada  on  a  visit,  and  from  there 
proceeded  to  Portland,  Me.,  and  to  Liverpool 
and  IManchester,  England.  He  renewed  his  ac¬ 
quaintanceship  with  his  relatives  and  several 
weeks  passed  very  pleasantly.  Next  he  went  to 
the  Bay  of  Funschall  and  from  there  shipped  on 
the  East  India  vessel,  Kate  Kellock,  bound  for 
Bombay,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half, 
being  in  the  Government  service.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  overland  by  way  of  Suez,  Cairo  and  Alex¬ 
andria.  Next  he  traveled  to  Malta,  Gibraltar  and 
at  length  reached  Liverpool.  He  returned  home 
by  the  same  route  he  had  formerly  taken  to  Port¬ 
land,  Me.,  and  from  there  he  went  to  IMontreal 
and  Toronto.  A  month  subsequently  he  went 
to  Lee  County,  Iowa,  and  then  until  August 
worked  in  Adams  County,  Ill.  In  1868  he  once 
more  found  himself  in  Ralls  County,  IMo.,  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Spencer,  and  the  same  year  also 
raised  a  crop  for  himself. 

In  December,  1868,  Mr.  Wood  married  IMiss 
L.  I.  Williamson,  a  native  of  Caldwell  County, 
Mo.,  though  reared  in  Adams  County,  Ill.  Her 
parents  were  Thomas  J.  and  Mary  P.  (Spencer) 
Williamson.  After  his  marriage  Afr.  Wood  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Spencer,  being  over¬ 


seer  of  his  farm,  which  comprised  forty-four  hun¬ 
dred  acres.  His  connection  with  this  one  man 
lasted  some  seven  years.  In  1889  Air.  Wood 
purchased  a  portion  of  his  present  farm,  the 
boundaries  of  which  he  subsequently  extended 
until  they  comprise  thirteen  hundred  acres.  He 
has  made  good  improvements  on  the  place  and 
about  eighteen  years  ago  built  the  handsome  res¬ 
idence  he  yet  occupies. 

Socially  Air.  Wood  is  identified  with  the  Ala- 
sonic  Lodge  No.  302  of  Perry  and  also  belongs 
to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the 
Perry  Bank  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee.  Politically  his  affiliations  are  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  friend  to  education 
and  is  strongly  in  favor  of  obtaining  the  best 
teachers  possible  as  well  as  affording  good  fa¬ 
cilities  for  the  training  of  the  young.  He  is  one 
of  the  organizers  of,  and  has  fifty  shares  in,  the 
electric  light  plant  at  Alonroe  City. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife:  The  eldest  died  in  infancy 
before  receiving  a  name;  Fern  died  when  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age;  Carl  died  at  the  age  of  five 
months;  Alay  and  Ivy  are  attending  school,  the 
latter  in  Alontgomery  County  and  the  three 
younger  ones,  Rex  S.,  Roy  S.,  and  Glen,  are  at 
Alexico,  AIo.,  attending  school. 


JAAIES  JEFFERSON  PENIX  is  the  old¬ 
est  living  representative  of  the  Penix  fam¬ 
ily  of  Pike  County,  and  is  one  of  her  fore¬ 
most  citizens.  His  home  is  on  Section  15,  Town¬ 
ship  54,  Range  3  west,  where  he  owns  a  well- 
improved  farm.  He  is  a  practical  and  progres¬ 
sive  agriculturist,  a  fact  which  is  apparent  to  the 
person  who  passes  by  his  thrifty  and  well-kept 
farm. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
were  AVilliam  and  Nancy  Harrison  (Thompson) 
Penix.  The  former  was  born  near  Sharpsburgh, 
Ky.,  February  18,  1801,  and  passed  his  boyhood 
with  his  parents  on  the  old  farm.  When  nine- 
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teen  years  of  age  he  immigrated  from  Missouri, 
becoming  a  resident  of  Buffalo  Township,  Pike- 
County.  He  had  very  poor  advantages  for  ob¬ 
taining  an  education,  but  by  private  study  he 
managed  to  become  well  informed.  His  wife 
Nancy  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  3,  1813,  near  Lexington,  Bourbon  County. 
She  was  one  of  ten  children  born  to  Gilbert 
Thompson  and  wife. 

William  Penix  was  a  son  of  John,  who  fought 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  serving  in  Gen. 
Green’s  Division.  He  was  born  in  Virginia  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1857,  and  his  father  was  a  native  of 
London,  England.  The  marriage  of  William  and 
Nancy  Penix  took  place  February  19,  1829,  and 
their  four  children  were  as  follows:  John  G., 
born  February  27,  1830;  Martha  Jane,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  3,  1836;  William  H.,  born  March 

I,  1839;  James  J.,  born  October  12,  1841. 
John  G.  went  to  California  when  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  after  remaining  there  four  years  re¬ 
turned  to  Pike  County,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Wash¬ 
ington  State.  May  8,  1856,  he  married  Mary  J. 
Jones,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children:  Wil¬ 
liam  H.,  James  M.,  Robert  P.,  Nanny  and  Mat- 
tie  L.  Martha  J.  was  married  April  i,  1852,  to 
William  P.  Tapley,  now  living  two  miles  east 
of  Frankford,  and  they  have  had  six  children: 
John  H.,  William  H.,  Nanny,  Lulu,  Hannah 
and  Mattie.  In  December,  1869,  William  H. 
Penix  married  Iona  Nalley,  by  whom  he  has 
had  one  child,  Lena,  and  the  family  now  reside 
in  Appleton  City,  Mo. 

November  ii,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Cynthia  A.  Reading.  Their  old¬ 
est  child,  Nancy  Ann,  born  September  25,  1870, 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  P.  Gordon  in  1889, 
and  has  one  child,  Cynthia  B.  William  Edward, 
born  February  9,  1876,  is  now  attending  Wil¬ 
liam  Jewel  College,  Liberty,  Mo.  John  Harvey, 
born  December  7,  1879,  is  living  with  his  father. 
The  faithful  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  September  26,  1892,  and  was  buried  in 
New  Cemetery  on  Grassy  Creek.  January  30, 
1895,  our  subject  married  Sallie,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Rachel  (MePike)  King.  Mrs. 


Penix  is  one  of  ten  children,  the  others  being: 
Joseph,  Pink,  John,  Annie,  Mollie,  Alexander, 
Daniel,  Thomas  and  James. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Penix  served  in  the 
State  Militia  for  a  short  time.  Politically  his  bal¬ 
lot  is  used  in  favor  of  Republican  nominees.  His 
parents  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  to  the  same  denomination  both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  adhere. 


Andrew  KRAMER  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  well-known  and  prosperous  farm¬ 
ers  of  Township  54,  Range  3,  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  his  home  being  on  Section  16.  His  widow  is 
still  living  at  the  old  farm  and  has  now  attained 
the  venerable  age  of  seventy-five  years.  She  is 
surrounded  by  all  necessary  comforts  and  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life,  the  result  of  her  husband’s 
and  her  own  years  of  toil  and  thrift.  She  is  be¬ 
loved  by  her  friends  and  neighbors  and  is  well 
entitled  to  a  place  ^  in  the  history  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  and  worthy  citizens  of  Pike  County. 

Andrew  Kramer  was  born  in  Russell,  Ger¬ 
many;  his  parents  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the 
Fatherland.  On  reaching  man’s  estate  young 
Kramer  determined  to  seek  a  fortune  in  America 
and  arriving  on  its  hospitable  shores  proceeded 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  engaged  in  blacksmith- 
ing.  He  was  thus  employed  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  about  1840  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits;  about  1856  he  purchased 
the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  his  heirs.  The 
farm  is  a  valuable  one,  improved  with  good  build¬ 
ings,  fences,  orchards,  etc.  Mr.  Kramer  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  on  January  8,  1886,  and 
left  many  friends  who  deplored  his  death  as 
one  of  public  moment.  His  burial  took  place  in 
the  Waddell  Cemetery  in  this  vicinity. 

In  1844  iMr.  Kramer  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Maggie  Shaffer.  Her  parents  were  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  Shaffer,  four  of  whose  five  chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  Kramer  still  living,  died  in  early  child¬ 
hood.  Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Kramer:  One  of  the  number,  Caroline,  died  in 
infancy;  Elizabeth  married  Oscar  P'reeman,  and 
has  three  children,  the  home  of  the  family  be¬ 
ing-  in  Portland,  Ore.;  Catherine  married  Robert 
Gerry,  of  this  county,  and  has  eight  children; 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Richard  Norton,  but 
died  in  her  twenty-ninth  year;  Louis  died  when 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  and  left  a  wife  (formerly 
Nancy  Sparks)  and  one  child,  his  widow  having 
since  married  John  South;  Lucinda  married  Rol- 
ley  Gooch,  and  has  three  children;  John  An¬ 
drew  married  iMiss  Mary  Turnbeaugh,  and  has 
three  children,  and  is  now  engaged  in  operating 
the  old  homestead;  Edna  married  William 
Fisher  and  is  the  mother  of  ten  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  Lena  married  Daniel 
Chandler,  of  Pike  County,  and  has  three  chil¬ 
dren. 

Of  ]\Ir.  Kramer’s  own  immediate  family  but 
two  sisters  and  one  nephew  have  come  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  as  far  as  known.  Politically,  he  gave  his  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  al¬ 
ways  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a 
citizen.  He  won  the  good  will  and  friendship  of 
all  who  had  dealings  with  him,  whether  in  busi¬ 
ness  or  social  intercourse. 


SAMUEL  W.  GRIFFITH  is  closely  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Spen¬ 
cer  Township,  Pike  County,  and  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  its  best  citizens.  He  comes  of 

o 

pioneer  parentage  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  for  nearly  all  his  life.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Alarion  County,  this  State,  February  19,  i84<S. 

Abel  G.  and  Rebecca  (Hayden)  Griffith,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  people  of  promi¬ 
nence  in  Pike  County.  The  father  was  born  in 
Pourbon  County,  Ky.,  February  23,  1819,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  hither  on  their  removal 
in  July  of  that  year.  The  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  William  and  Martha  Griffith,  also 
born  in  P)Ourbon  County.  After  coming  to  IMis- 
souri  the  grandparents  continued  to  live  here  the 


remainder  of  their  lives.  Their  occupation  was 
that  of  the  farmer  and  possessing  much  natural 
ability  they  prospered  in  this  work.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children,  namely:  Abel  G.,  Hes¬ 
ter  A.,  Eliza  J.,  John  N.,  James  \V.,  W’illiam  W., 
INIartha  C.  and  Samuel. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Griffith  was  a  Kentuckian  by 
birth  and  parentage,  her  birth  occurring  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  1819,  and  her  death  April  6,  1875; 
husband  survived  until  April  14,  1879.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hayden,  also  a  native 
of  Bourbon  County,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
]\Iarion  County,  this  State,  and  like  the  parents  of 
Abel  Griffith  here  passed  his  remaining  years. 
Benjamin  was  a  farmer  and  also  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  with  great  success  in  his  locality,  having 
been  thoroughly  fitted  for  following  that  pro¬ 
fession. 

To  Abel  and  Rebecca  Griffith  were  born  six 
children,  two  of  whom,  William  A.  and  Nimrod, 
were  children  of  our  subject’s  father’s  first  mar¬ 
riage;  William  A.  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Pike  County;  Nimrod  is  also  tilling  a  portion  of 
the  soil  in  this  section;  Samuel  W.  is  our  subject; 
Alollie  is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Grant,  an  agriculturist 
of  prominence  in  this  locality;  iMartha  is  now 
Mrs.  Thornton  Burrows,  who  is  engaged  in  farm 
pursuits  in  Pike  County;  Doctor  died  in  infancy. 

In  1870  Samuel  W.  Griffith  married  Nancy  A. 
Barnard,  who  was  born  in  this  county  June  12, 
1849,  the  daughter  of  Underwood  and 

^Missouri  A.  (iMcAdams)  Barnard.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State  and  about 
the  year  1827  took  up  the  line  of  iMarch  for  Mis¬ 
souri.  Her  father  is  still  living,  leading  a  re¬ 
tired  life  in  Ralls  County,  this  State,  aged  se'v- 
enty-two  years;  his  wife  died  in  1879,  when  in 
her  fifty-sixth  year. 

To  the  union  of  IMr.  and  }klrs.  Barnard  were 
born  the  following  named  children:  Harrison, 
John  and  Harvey,  deceased;  Nancy,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Martin,  who  married  L.  McGee,  of 
Lewis  County,  AIo. ;  Rebecca,  wife  of  William 
Ewing,  now  residing  in  Ralls  County;  Thomas 
P).,  a  farmer  of  that  county;  Laura  E.  (Mrs.  J. 
B.  Epperson),  engaged  in  running  a  hotel  at 
Ashburn,  this  State;  one  who  died  unnamed. 
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The  only  child  born  to  our  subject  and  wife 
was  a  daughter,  Verna,  who  married  Hugh  P. 
Ayres,  a  merchant  of  Curryville.  Samuel  Grif¬ 
fith  lived  with  his  parents  until  1887,  and  after 
being  well  established  in  a  home  of  his  own  they 
spent  their  last  days  under  his  roof.  When  start 
ing  out  for  himself  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead  which  includes  a  quarter  section  of 
land,  subsequently  selling  the  home  place,  which 
was  given  him  by  his  parents  as  a  reward  for  the 
loving  manner  in  which  he  cared  for  them  in  their 
advanced  years. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Elm  Grove 
Baptist  Church  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Demo¬ 
crat.  He  has  been  both  Deacon  and  Clerk  of  his 
congregation  and  heartily  aids  in  every  good 
work.  Personally  he  is  one  of  the  most  genial, 
companionable  men,  strictly  honorable  in  his 
dealings  and  therefore  highly  regarded  by  all 
with  whom  he  has  to  do. 


Thomas  young,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  honored  and  respected  residents  of 
Marion  County,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owned  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
on  Section  3,  Liberty  Township,  where  his  widow 
is  now  making  her  home.  In  addition  to  this 
he  and  a  nephew  owned  about  three  thousand 
acres  of  farm  land  in  Texas.  This  represented 
many  years  of  arduous  toil  and  unremitting  ef¬ 
fort,  for  he  started  to  carve  his  own  way  unas¬ 
sisted  by  others  and  became  prosperous  only 
through  his  own  perseverance.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  al¬ 
ways  took  great  interest  in  whatever  tended  to 
uplift  and  benefit  humanity. 

The  parents  of  Thomas  were  James  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Ryman)  Young,  natives  of  Kentucky.  They 
removed  to  Marion  County  with  their  family  in 
1830,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
was  a  successful  farmer  as  well.  His  family  com¬ 
prised  the  following  children:  John  R.,  now  re¬ 


tired  and  a  resident  of  Palmyra;  James  and  Law- 
son,  deceased;  William,  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
Kansas;  Mary,  wife  of  Austin  Hancock,  both 
now  deceased;  Preston,  a  retired  fruit-grower  of 
California;  Davis  and  Thomas,  deceased;  Joseph, 
a  retired  business  man  of  Jackson  County,  Mo.; 
Rachel,  wife  of  Mr.  Parson,  of  Washington  State, 
and  Archibald,  deceased. 

In  1830  Thomas  Young  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  and  continued  to  reside  with  them 
until  1849,  when  he  went  to  California,  and  for 
two  years  engaged  in  mining  operations.  Re¬ 
turning  home  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  in  South  River  Township 
and  was  active  in  its  cultivation  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  moved  to  the  farm  on  which  Mrs. 
Young  now  resides.  He  was  married  in  1853  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  Ky.,  February  24,  1835,  and  who  proved 
a  faithful  companion  and  helpmate,  cheering  and 
assisting  him  when  he  was  discouraged,  and  help¬ 
ing  him  to  amass  a  fortune. 

Mrs.  Young  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Wilson)  Adams,  the  former  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  February  9,  1801,  and  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  March  3,  1867,  and  the  latter  a  native  of 
the  same  State,  born  December  20,  1812,  and 
who  departed  this  life  June  ii,  1888.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  Thomas  Adams  were  Joseph  and  Mary 
(McAfee)  Adams,  who  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
Mercer  County,  Ky.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Adams  was 
a  daughter  of  Vance  and  iMary  (Taylor)  Wilson, 
who,  like  the  Adams  family,  were  numbered 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky.  The  mar¬ 
riage  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Adams  was  cele¬ 
brated  April  9,  1835,  and  of  their  union  six  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  namely:  IMary  Taylor,  who  was 
born  September  18,  1836,  and  died  November  19, 
1842;  Fanny  C.,  born  June  23,  1842,  and  widow 
of  Charles  Williams;  Sophia,  born  May  28,  1845, 
and  a  school  teacher  in  Chicago,  Ill.;  Elizabeth, 
born  April  5,  1853,  wife  of  Timolian  Carter, 
a  farmer  of  this  township;  Joseph,  born  February 
14,  1849,  2-nd  now  a  merchant  of  Benbow,  Mo., 
and  Mrs.  IMary  Young. 

Thirteen  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (IMcAfee)  Young,  namely: 
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Elizabeth  J.,  wlio  was  born  July  14,  1854,  and 
died  when  two  years  of  age;  Thomas,  Jr.,  born 
January  7,  1856,  and  now  engaged  in  merchan¬ 
dising  in  Illinois;  James  H.,  born  February  13, 
1858,  and  a  merchant  of  Kansas;  W.  Scott,  born 
January  17,  i860,  and  died  April  5,  1890;  Calvin, 
born  June  5,  1861,  and  now  engaged  in  farming 
in  Lewis  County,  Mo.;  iMarion,  of  Paris,  i\Io., 
born  June  22,  1863;  Robert  L.,  a  farmer  of  West 
Ely,  born  May  23,  1865;  iMary  E.,  born  February 
23,  1867,  and  wife  of  E.  W.  Hendricks,  a  hard¬ 
ware  merchant  of  Lewistown,  Ill.;  iMinnie  T., 
born  September  6,  1868,  and  wife  of  Samuel  Wil¬ 
son,  a  farmer  of  IMonroe  County,  iMo. ;  Joseph, 
born  February  16,  1870,  and  managing  the  home 
farm;  Howard,  born  November  8,  1872,  and  a 
dry  goods  merchant  of  Lewistown,  Ill.;  Arthur, 
born  July  10,  1874,  and  now  living  with  his 
mother;  and  Pryor,  born  IMay  17,  1876,  who  died 
when  in  his  third  year. 

In  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Young  received  a  very 
good  education,  though  she  attended  the  old- 
fashioned  district  schools.  She  was  brought  up 
on  a  farm  in  Round  Grove  Township,  this 
county,  whither  her  parents  had  removed  from 
Mercer  County,  Ky.,  in  1836.  She  has  proved  lier 
business  ability  by  her  able  management  of  her 
late  husband’s  estate.  After  forty  years  of  happy 
married  life  they  were  parted  by  death,  Mr. 
Young  being  summoned  to  the  silent  land  June 
I,  1893.  Mrs.  Young  is  a  member  of  the  IMeth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  most  estimable 
Christian  woman. 


Enoch  G.  ?^IATS0N,  bank  director, 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is  a  native  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  was  born  in  Pike  County, 
August  2,  1831.  He  is  the  eleventh  of  twelve 
children  born  to  Enoch  and  Jane  (Shobe)  [Mat- 
son,  of  whom  five  now  survive.  (See  sketch  of 
James  T.  Matson  in  this  volume.)  Enoch  Mat- 
son  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  and 
was  born  in  1787.  He  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Kentucky  in  his  boyhood  days,  where  he  grew 


to  manhood,  selected  his  life’s  partner,  and  re¬ 
sided  there  until  1816,  when,  with  his  young  wife 
be  went  to  [Missouri  and  located  at  Clarksville, 
Pike  County,  where  he  remained  but  a  short 
time,  and  then  removed  to  a  point  some  six  miles 
from  Erankford,  where  he  was  destined  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  and  after  settling  in  Missouri,  he  built  a 
mill  on  the  Peno,  which  he  operated  for  some 
years.  Disposing  of  this  mill,  he  later  built  an¬ 
other  on  Salt  River,  which  for  years  was  knou  n 
as  “[Matson’s  Old  [Mill,”  but  now  the  only  thing 
marking  the  place  is  the  dam,  the  mill  being  a 
thing  of  the  past.  With  his  milling  he  combined 
farming,  being  the  owner  of  a  large  number  of 
slaves.  During  his  life  he  accumulated  a  valuable 
estate  and  his  death  occurred  July  18,  1863.  HL 
wife  was  born  August  17,  1794,  and  died  [March 
24,  1874.  Grandfather  Abraham  Matson  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  came  to  America  with  a 
brother  at  an  early  day,  the  brother  going  north 
and  Abraham  settling  in  A’irginia. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  and  decided  to  pursue  the  call¬ 
ing  of  a  farmer  as  his  occupation  in  life.  In  1855, 
he  purchased  six  hundred  arpents  of  an  old  Span¬ 
ish  grant,  which  is  some  five  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  our  measurement,  now  a  portion  of  his 
present  fine  home  farm.  His  marriage  to  [Miss 
Mary  E.  Parsons  occurred  August  28,  1855,  and 
the  following  spring  the  young  couple  moved  to 
the  newly  accpiired  farm,  where  they  have  since 
resided  with  the  exception  of  two  years’  resi¬ 
dence  in  New  London,  spent  there  on  account 
of  the  delicate  health  of  the  wife.  [Mrs.  Matson 
was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Par¬ 
sons,  honored  pioneers  of  Gasconade  County, 
frier  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  emigrated  to 
Missouri  at  an  early  day  and  married  in  St. 
Charles  County.  He  was  a  progressive  man  and 
one  of  the  heavy  slaveholders  in  the  State  in  after 
years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  [Matson  was  born  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Athelia,  who  grew  to  wom¬ 
anhood  and  married  Thomas  brazier,  by  whom 
she  had  one  child.  Her  death  occurred  July  6, 
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1884.  Mrs.  Matson  died  May  25,  1878,  passing 
away  in  the  prime  of  womanhood. 

On  February  17,  1879,  INIr.  Matson  married 
Mrs.  Asbury  Rose.  Her  maiden  name  was  Jul¬ 
ian  A.  Chinn.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Frances  (Furr)  Chinn,  all  natives  of  Vix"- 
ginia,  who  removed  to  Missouri  in  1870,  locating 
in  Ralls  County,  but  subsectuently  moving  to 
Audrain  County,  where  they  now  reside.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living:  Robert  D.,  John  A.,  Samuel 
C.,  James  B.,  and  William  D.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Matson  there  have  been  born  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  They  are:  Enoch  G.,  Fannie 
E.,  Valentine  P.,  Robert  C.,  and  Maggie  D. 

Our  subject’s  home  farm  consists  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  most  hand¬ 
somely  located  farms  in  the  country,  the  land  for 
miles  around  gradually  sloping  from  his  farm 
house.  His  present  handsome  residence  was 
built  in  1883.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  under  Gen.  Parsons  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  position  in  the  Quartermaster’s  De¬ 
partment,  where  he  served  eighteen  months.  He 
was  captured  on  White  River  while  on  a  forag¬ 
ing  expedition,  but  was  exchanged  after  a  few 
days’  detention.  He  was  a  heavy  loser  upon  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  owning  at  that  time 
some  thirty  head.  He  lost  also  all  his  fine  stock 
through  the  foraging  of  the  troops.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church.  In  addition  to  his  home 
farm  he  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  near  Vandalia  in  Ralls  County.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  interesting  sketch  will  give  the  reader  a 
good  idea  of  the  sacrifices  made  and  the  priva¬ 
tions  endured  by  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
great  West  whose  people  now  enjoy  every  com¬ 
fort  and  luxury  of  the  civilized  world. 

Enoch  Matson,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  when  he  came  to  klissouri,  an¬ 
ticipating  the  lack  of  necessities  in  a  new  coun¬ 
try,  brought  with  him  a  pair  of  hand  millstones 
taken  from  the  Lawrie  mill  in  Virginia  and 
brought  to  Kentucky  by  his  father.  These  were 
used  for  the  purpose  of  grinding  corn  into  meal 


for  family  use,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  one 
of  his  descendants  living  on  the  old  homestead. 

Having  a  large  family  to  provide  for  and  no 
land  ready  to  cultivate,  Enoch  IMatson  went  to 
work  clearing  off  the  heavy  growth  of  timber 
and  preparing  the  ground  for  planting.  This 
was  a  laborious  undertaking  and  was  done  in 
the  winter  months. 

In  those  early  days  all  the  settlements  were 
made  in  the  timber,  the  prairie  land  being  consid¬ 
ered  worthless  as  farm  land,  much  of  it  being 
wet  and  marshy;  the  vast  swarms  of  prairie  flies 
also  made  life  unendurable  for  man  and  beast. 
Mr.  Matson,  being  much  interested  in  fine  stock, 
bought  a  brdl  of  what  was  then  called  the  big 
English  shire  breed,  now  known  as  the  short 
horn  cattle.  After  raising  a  quantity  of  this  stock 
he  procured  from  Kentucky  another  animal  of 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Hereford  stock,  this 
one  being  a  descendant  of  the  Henry  Clay  im¬ 
portation. 

Finding  it  very  inconvenient  to  procure  bread¬ 
stuff  Mr.  Matson  in  1826  began  building  a  tread 
mill,  which  was  finished  in  the  following  year, 
and  which  was  a  great  improvement  on  the  old 
horse  or  sweep  mill.  He  then  occupied  his  time 
in  raising  wheat,  grinding  it  and  sending  the 
flour  to  Palmyra  by  wagon,  where  it  was  sold. 
He  also  sent  one  boat  load  to  St.  Louis,  which 
was  sold  to  Daniel  D.  Page,  who  at  that  time 
kept  a  bakery  in  tEat  city.' 

The  clothing  for  the  family  was  made  from  the 
wool,  flax  and  cotton  grown  on  the  farm.  The 
shoes  were  made  from  the  hides  of  domestic  ani¬ 
mals,  which  were  taken  to  the  country  tanners 
and  prepared  by  them,  they  taking  in  payment 
one-half  of  the  skins.  The  hogs  bred  for  pork 
were  principally  fattened  in  the  woods  on  acorns, 
they  needing  but  little  grain  to  put  them  in  fine 
order  for  use.  The  lack  of  schools  was  scarcely 
felt  as  the  population  was  so  sparse.  When  one 
was  established  the  school  year  did  not  extend 
over  four  or  at  the  most  six  months,  the  hours 
being  from  eight  in  the  morning  to  six  in  the 
evening.  The  school-houses  were  very  prim¬ 
itive  affairs,  being  of  log  with  puncheon  floor 
and  split  slabs  for  benches  and  desks,  while 
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tlie  windows  were  generally  a  square  hole  cut  in 
the  logs  and  covered  with  greased  paper.  But 
few  of  the  teachers  were  further  advanced  in 
learning  than  the  “three  R’s,”  and  consequently 
the  education  obtained  was  very  limited. 

In  spite  of  all  these  drawbacks,  however,  the 
youngsters  of  those  days  grew  up  with  sturdy 
bodies  and  strong,  well-balanced  minds,  al¬ 
though  lacking  the  polish  now  acquired  by  the 
school  children  of  our  times.  To-day  the  younger 
generation  of  this  favored  section  of  country  is 
given  every  advantage  of  physical  and  mental 
training  while  the  older  people  are  enjoying  the 
results  of  their  long  lives  of  hard,  self-sacrificing 
toil,  in  pleasant  homes  among  their  children  and 
grandchildren,  to  whom  the  stories  of  pioneer  life 
will  always  be  of  absorbing  interest. 


JOHN  C.  BRIGGS,  whose  death  the  com-  i 
munity  was  called  on  to  mourn  September 
19,  1895,  had  been  a  resident  of  Ralls 
County  for  seventy-three  years.  When  the  fam¬ 
ily  came  to  the  county  the  only  water  mill  in  this 
section  was  situated  about  one  mile  north  of  New 
London  and  was  owned  by  Richard  Matson.  It 
was  also  the  only  water  mill  for  miles  around, 
and  here  people  came  from  IMonroe,  Audrain, 
Pike,  IMarion  and  Ralls  Counties  to  have  their 
grain  ground.  The  mill  was  an  ungeared  one, 
the  burrs  being  on  one  end  of  the  shaft  and  the 
water  wheel  on  the  other.  Farmers  were  often 
required  to  remain  one  week  waiting  for  their 
turn.  When  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  have 
wheat  to  grind  it  was  carried  in  sacks  to  a  house 
on  the  hill  and  bolted  by  a  hand  bolt.  White 
bread  was  a  delicacy  that  was  not  indulged  in 
oftener  than  once  a  week. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  Ky.,  one  mile  from  Bowling  Green, 
August  5,  1817.  His  grandfather,  Robert  Briggs, 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  about  1765,  locating  in  Culpeper  County, 
near  Culpeper  Court  House,  Va.  He  had 


learned  the  trade  of  a  combmaker  in  Scotland, 
but  on  coming  to  Virginia  engaged  in  farming. 

I  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Virginia  he  married  iMiss 

I  Judith  Roe,  of  Irish  descent,  but  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  remained  in  Virginia  a  number  of 
years,  then  moved  to  Warren  County,  Ky., 
then  called  the  Green  River  country,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Of  his  family' 
of  six  children  William  T.  lived  and  died  in  War¬ 
ren  County',  Ky.;  David  subsequently  moved  to 
Tennessee;  Ebenezer  married  in  Kentucky',  and 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  from  there  to  Ralks 
County,  ]\Io.,  in  1819;  George  located  in  Ten¬ 
nessee,  where  his  descendants  still  live;  Robert 
was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Benjamin  removed 
to  .Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  in  1822,  where  his 
descendants  still  live.  There  were  three  daugh¬ 
ters  in  the  family,  one  of  whom  married  a 
Latham,  and  one  a  Craddock.  The  husband  of 
the  third  is  not  known. 

Robert  Briggs,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  November  27, 
1777.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  that 
county,  and  he  was  about  grown  when  he  moved 
with  the  family  to  Kentucky.  He  was  married  in 
Warren  County,  Ky.,  to  Jane  Cook,  a  native  of 
that  State.  After  his  marriage  he  remained  in 
that  county  until  1822,  when  he  came  to  Ralls 
County,  Mo.,  arriving  between  Christmas  and 
New  Year’s.  The  family'  came  in  a  light  wagon, 
then  called  a  dearborn.  He  first  located  three 
miles  west  of  New  London,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Fleming  farm,  w'here  he  remained 
four  or  five  years,  then  moved  to  the  place  now 
know’n  as  the  Cowen  place,  four  miles  from  New 
London,  w'hich  he  bought  before  coming  to  IMis- 
souri.  His  circumstances  w'ere  greatly  reduced 
by  the  old  system  of  Continental  money',  and  it 
was  to  give  his  children  a  chance  to  acquire  some 
land  that  he  came  to  Missouri.  His  first  wife 
died  in  Kentucky  in  1820,  and  he  subsequently 
married  Rebecca  Stone,  widow  of  Elijah  Stone, 
of  IMilton  County,  Ky'.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Duncan.  By  the  last  marriage  there  w’ere  no 
children.  When  a  young  man,  Robert  Briggs 
met  with  an  accident  which  rendered  him  a  crip¬ 
ple  for  life.  He  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man, 
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and  later  in  life  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  but  was  always  a  consistent  believer  in 
the  Christian  religion.  He  died  on  the  home 
place  in  1853.  Of  his  family  eight  children  lived 
to  maturity  and  one  died  in  infancy.  They  were : 
Mary  J.,  who  married  Marshall  Kelley,  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Missouri,  lo¬ 
cating  near  Palmyra;  Judith  R.,  who  married 
Robert  Hager,  of  Ralls  County;  Margaret  P., 
who  married  Chapel  Carstarphen,  who  was 
Sherifif  of  Ralls  County,  and  who  represented  that 
County  in  the  State  Legislature  in  an  early  day; 
Maria  J.,  who  married  Thomas  J.  Wise,  of  Pal¬ 
myra;  William  T..  who  located  in  Ralls  County, 
and  has  since  died;  Robert  C.,  who  located  in 
Ralls  County,  moved  to  California,  in  1857,  and 
has  since  died;  John  C.,  the  subject  of  oiir 
sketch;  Benjamin  M.,  who  now  lives  in  Hanni¬ 
bal. 

John  C.  Briggs,  when  five  years  of  age,  came 
from  Kentucky  to  Ralls  County  with  his  par¬ 
ents.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  received  an  education  in  the  log  school- 
houses  of  that  day;  he  described  the  school-house 
as  being  built  of  round  logs  with  a  fire  place  run¬ 
ning  across  one  side  of  the  building,  split  logs 
for  seats,  and  a  small  aperture  sawed  out  for  a 
window,  which  in  winter  was  covered  with 
greased  paper  to  make  it  transparent.  The 
larger  boys  employed  their  noon-hour  in  cutting 
and  carrying  wood.  It  was  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  that  he  acquired  his  education. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1838,  i\Ir.  Briggs  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Davideller  Ely,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joshua  S.  and  Mary  (Stone)  Ely.  Her 
mother  was  a  widow  when  she  married  Mr.  Ely, 
her  first  husband  being  Daniel  Ralls,  for  whom 
the  county  was  named.  Joshua  Ely  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky  and  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Ralls  County,  moving  here  in  1818.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Briggs  entered  and  bought  land 
in  the  southeast  part  of  Center  Township,  on 
which  he  erected  a  log  cabin  in  the  fall  of  1839, 
which  continued  to  be  his  home  until  1893.  Plis 
first  purchase  was  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
acres,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  owmed 
thirteen  hundred  acres.  He  engaged  in  general 


farming  and  stock-raising,  also  shipping  stock 
in  company  with  Col.  Splawn.  Eor  fifteen  years 
he  shipped  mules  to  Vicksburg  and  Natchez. 
His  loss  occasioned  by  the  war  was  about  $15,- 
000.  At  his  death  he  owned  600  acres  of  land. 
In  September,  1892,  he  gave  up  the  cares  of  the 
farm  to  his  son,  E.  W.,  and  moved  to  Centre, 
where  he  resided  up  to  the  time  that  he  was 
called  to  the  better  land. 

Mr.  Briggs  had  been  married  four  times.  On 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Elizabet'n 
Ely,  daughter  of  John  J.  Ely.  She  died  and  he 
subsec[uently  married  Mrs.  Eanny  McGrew, 
widow  of  George  T.  McGrew.  His  fourth  mar¬ 
riage  was  with  Miss  Georgiana  Ellis,  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Cynthia  Ellis.  By  his  first  marriage 
were  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  while  six  lived  to  maturity:  Mary  J. 
became  the  wife  of  Andrew  R.  Rice,  of  Ralls 
County,  and  moved  to  California,  where  she  died, 
leaving  two  sons;  Joshua  E.  married  Sarah  M. 
Flowerree,  and  resides  in  Ralls  County;  Mar¬ 
garet,  wife  of  James  Daniel,  was  married  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  returned  to  Ralls  County,  where  she 
died,  leaving  four  children;  Benjamin  C.  mar¬ 
ried  IMiss  Richard  E.  Leake  and  resides  in  Center 
Township;  Louisa  H.  is  the  wife  of  William  A. 
Mason,  of  Nevada,  IMo.;  Susan  F.  is  the  wife  of 
Irvin  Treadway,  of  Audrain  County,  Mo.  By 
the  second  marriage  there  are  four  children,  as 
follows:  Della,  wife  of  B.  T.  Alford,  of  Fresno 
City,  Cal.;  Edwin  W.  married  Dalcena  C.  Keith - 
ley,  of  Ralls  County;  John  K.  married  Nellie  E. 
Watei's,  also  of  Ralls  County;  Ada  I.,  wife  of 
James  H.  McPike,  is  now  living  in  Towner  Coun¬ 
ty,  N.  D. 

During  the  three-quarters  of  a  century  jn 
which  ]\Ir.  Briggs  was  a  resident  of  Ralls  County 
he  witnessed  and  participated  in  many  of  the 
great  changes  that  have  been  made.  It  has  al¬ 
ready  been  stated  that  there  was  but  one  mill  for 
miles  around  when  the  Briggs  family  settled  in 
this  county.  Eor  years  he  went  to  mill  on  horse¬ 
back,  and  sometimes  went  as  often  as  half  a 
dozen  times  for  one  sack  of  flour  or  meal. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  a  man  who  never  indulged  in 
card  playing,  nor  did  he  chew  or  smoke  tobacco. 
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He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  afifiliatcd  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  one  of  Ralls  County’s  most  honored  and 
respected  citizens,  and  through  his  honorable 
and  charitable  ways  won  the  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  him. 


George  waters  BRIGGS,  a  bank- 

director  and  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Ralls  County,  IMo., 
is  a  native  of  that  county,  born  December  28, 
1838.  He  is  the  oldest  of  seven  children  born 
to  William  Thompson  and  Xancy  J.  (Waters) 
^Iriggs.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  1813,  but  in  early  life  came  with  his  par¬ 
ents  to  jMissouri  and  located  in  Ralls  County. 
Here  he  selected  his  wife  and  settled  down  to  a 
quiet  farming  life.  He  was  never  physically  a 
strong  man  and  made  several  trips  to  the  south 
for  his  health.  He  was,  however,  a  public-spir¬ 
ited  man  and  was  always  interested  in  any  move¬ 
ment  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare.  His 
death,  which  occurred  April  24,  1856,  was  a  seri¬ 
ous  blow  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
Grandfather  Robert  Briggs  was  a  native  Ken¬ 
tuckian,  who  emigrated  to  Missouri  about  1830. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  followed  that  occupation 
all  his  life,  dying  about  1849.  O’"*  death  of 

her  husband,  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  in  1859,  becoming  the  wife 
of  Willis  Samuel,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Alonroe 
County,  with  whom  she  lived  but  one  short  year, 
Mr.  Samuel  dying  in  i860. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  a  common  school.  Reaching  that  period 
in  life  in  which  he  must  choose  an  occupation, 
he  decided  to  see  a  little  more  of  the  country  be¬ 
fore  settling  down,  and  accordingly  in  1859 
turned  his  face  westward,  bound  for  the  Pacific 
Coast.  Here  he  spent  one  year,  during  which 
time  he  saw  a  great  part  of  California.  In  i860 
he  returned  to  Missouri,  and  his  step-father  dy¬ 
ing  shortly  afterward,  he  took  up  his  residence 


with  his  mother  and  resumed  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  of  the  home  farm.  He  continued  to  live  there 
until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Elowerree,  cn 
September  14,  1869,  when  he,  with  his  young 
bride,  moved  to  his  present  place  of  residence, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1892  the  H.  &  St. 
L.  R.  R.  extended  its  line  by  running  a  branch  to 
Perry,  which  extends  through  IMr.  Briggs’  farm, 
on  which  a  station  is  built,  named  after  the 
Briggs  family.  On  account  of  the  station  being 
placed  on  IMr.  Briggs’  place  he  erected  the  pres¬ 
ent  imposing  structure,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
sightly  residences  in  Ralls  County. 

IMr.  Briggs  is  a  progressive  man  and  this  has 
rapidly  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  men  of 
his  occupation.  I\Irs.  Briggs,  nee  Jennie  Elow¬ 
erree,  is  the  daughter  of  John  Richard  and  ^lary 
A.  (Glasscock)  Elowerree,  old  and  honored  pio¬ 
neers  of  this  county.  She  is  a  noble  woman  of  a 
cheerful,  sunny  nature,  and  brings  happiness  and 
contentment  into  our  subject’s  home.  They  are 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  still 
survive:  Richard  T.,  Robert  B.,  Leo,  George 
W.,  Eugene  and  Jennie  The  children  all  re¬ 
side  at  home.  The  political  affiliations  of  IMr. 
Briggs  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  re¬ 
ligion  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  and  K.  of  P.  Lodges,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
give  him  a  prominent  place  in  the  records  of 
Ralls  County. 


OHN  L.  VOGT  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  home¬ 
stead  on  Section  17,  Township  57,  Range  6, 
IMarion  County.  He  is  one  of  the  sterling 
German-American  citizens  of  this  section  who 
have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  county.  He  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  having  worked  his 
wa}'  upward  from  poverty  to  a  competency. 

Born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  November  ii, 
1832,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Xeusol)  k  ogt.  The  father  died  in  Germany  in 
1842,  when  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  but  forty 
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years  of  age,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in 
i860,  aged  fifty -five  years.  They  lived  on  a  small 
farm  and  were  fairly  well-to-do.  One  of  their 
chief  endeavors  was  to  give  their  six  children 
good  educations,  and  in  this  they  succeeded. 
Their  family,  comprising  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  were  as  follows:  Theresa,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  A.  Tholt,  a  wagonmaker  of  Bur¬ 
lington,  Wis. ;  John  L.,  of  this  sketch;  Joseph,  a 
farmer  in  Wisconsin;  Flora;  Nicholas,  who  owns 
a  farm  in  Iowa;  and  Rachel,  who  is  married  and 
a  resident  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  passed  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Germany,  where  he  continued 
to  dwell  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  in 
the  meantime  obtaining  a  good  general  education 
in  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  land.  In 
1855  he  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  and  after 
a  voyage  which  consumed  forty-seven  days,  ar¬ 
rived  safely  in  New  York  City.  After  remaining 
there  for  a  short  time  he  started  for  Burlington, 
Wis.,  where  his  sister,  Mrs.  Theresa  Tholt,  was 
living.  As  he  was  short  of  funds  he  was  obliged 
to  stop  several  times  on  his  westward  journey  and 
earn  money  with  which  to  meet  his  expenses.  On 
reaching  Burlington  he  engaged  in  working  on 
farms  for  about  three  years.  In  1859  came  to 
Palmyra,  Marion  County,  and  soon  secured  a 
position  with  a  farmer.  Thus  passed  the  next  six 
years,  the  young  man  saving  as  much  as  possible 
of  his  wages,  for  he  was  ambitious  and  determined 
to  get  a  start  in  life.  At  length  he  rented  a  farm 
and  remained  upon  it  as  a  tenant  some  four  years, 
and  in  1870  purchased  his  present  homestead, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker. 

October  27,  1867,  John  L.  Vogt  and  IMary  H. 
E.  Engelhardt  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
was  born  in  this  county  Eebruary  4,  1848,  to 
Christian  L.  and  Mary  C.  (Hoffland)  Engelhardt, 
natives  of  Germany,  though  they  were  married 
in  Palmyra,  Mo.  Their  only  son,  Erederick,  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Engelhardt  departed  this  life  in 
California,  both  he  and  his  wife  dying  when  IMrs. 
Vogt  was  quite  young.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
have  been  born  the  following  children:  John  H., 


a  farmer  of  this  township,  born  Eebruary  22, 
1869;  Christopher  J.  E.,  born  December  10,  1870, 
and  now  in  the  grocery  business  in  St.  Louis; 
John  P.  W.,  born  August  28,  1873,  and  also  in 
the  grocery  business  in  the  same  city;  Christian 
L.,  born-October-  15,  1875,  and  still  at  home;  an 
infant  son  who  died  August  23,  1877;  Joseph  A., 
born  December  16,  1878;  Mary  C.,  born  July  1, 
1881;  Katie  C.,  September  14,  1883;  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  L.,  born  September  8,  1890.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  are 
held  in  the  highest  regard  by  a  host  of  true  friends 
and  acquaintances.  They  are  industrious  and 
strictly  honorable  people  who  have  made  their 
own  way  without  reliance  upon  others,  and  are 
justly  entitled  to  credit  for  the  success  they  have 
made  in  life’s  battles. 


OBERT  ELLIOTT  is  one  of  the  old  and 
respected  citizens  of  Hannibal,  having 
been  a  resident  here  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  and  during  this  time  has  been  closely 
connected  with  its  growth  and  development.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Elliott-Dulany  Grocery  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  organized  in  1892,  succeeding 
the  firm  of  Elliott  &  Wyman,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  concerns  of  the  city  in  that  particular 
line  of  business. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Staleybridge,  Lancashire,  England,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1845.  He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Mathieson)  Elliott,  natives  of  England. 
The  former  died  when  our  subject  was  an  infant, 
and  in  1847  the  widow  removed  to  Boston, 
Mass.  The  family  resided  in  Eall  River,  Mass., 
for  some  ten  years,  then  in  1857  settled  in  Taun¬ 
ton,-  IMass. 

The  education  of  Robert  Elliott  w'as  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  Eall  River  and  Taunton. 
When  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  his 
business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  in 
Taunton,  and  remained  there  nine  years.  In 
1870  he  decided  to  go  w’est,  believing  that  better 


730 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


opportunities  would  be  there  afforded  a  young 
man  of  energy  and  ability.  Accordingly  he  came 
to  this  city  in  1870,  and  soon  embarked  in  busi¬ 
ness.  In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Republican  on 
cjiiestions  of  Xational  importance,  but  holds  that 
local  issues  should  be  voted  on  irrespective  of 
party  lines,  and  that  the  best  man  should  he 
chosen  for  any  particular  position  without  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  politics.  He  has  always  been  a  firm 
friend  of  free  schools,  free  libraries  and  whatever 
tends  to  advance  the  intellectual  development  of 
the  people,  being  President  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  of  the  Free  Library  Board.  Person¬ 
ally  he  is  very  fond  of  study  and  is  a  patron  of 
literature  and  art.  He  was  reared  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  belief  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  is  a 
Congregationalist  of  the  liberal  type,  but  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  denomina¬ 
tion. 

In  Xovember,  1869,  !Mr.  Elliott  married  Alice 
!M.  Reed  in  Taunton,  and  by  their  union  three 
daughters  have  beeen  born,  namely:  Katherine 
R.,  Alice  W.,  and  Ruth.  !Mrs.  Elliott  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edgar  H.  and  Ellen  A.  (Godfrey)  Reed, 
who  were  natives  of  ^Massachusetts. 


JOnX"^  READIX'G  is  a  native  of  Pike 
County,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Township  54  north.  Range  3  west.  His 
homestead  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  he  has  purchased  by  degrees,  as 
his  means  afforded. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Margaret  (Sheehan)  Reading,  both  natives 
of  Kentucky.  It  is  supposed  that  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  George  Reading,  was  also  born  in 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  but  his  last  years  were 
spent  in  this  county,  and  Clarke  County,  ^lo. 
He  lived  to  be  over  four-score  years  of  age,  and 
his  wife,  Xancy  (nee  McCune),  also  reached  the 
same  ripe  old  age,  her  death  occurring  about 
1842  in  Pike  County.  She  was  born  in  Bour¬ 
bon  County,  Ky.,  and  by  her  marriage  had  eight 


children,  namely:  William,  John,  George,  Sam¬ 
uel,  Thomas,  James,  Rebecca  and  Elizabetli. 
John  Reading  lived  for  many  years  in  Pike 
County  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  Lewis  County,  where  he  reared  a  large  fam¬ 
ily;  George  lived  in  Missouri  for  about  twenty 
years  and  then  settled  in  Davis  County,  Iowa; 
Samuel  died  about  1833,  unmarried;  James,  who 
was  a  single  man  and  devoted  himself  to  admin¬ 
istering  to  his  parents’  wants,  died  about  1841 ; 
Rebecca  first  married  a  !Mr.  Holliday  and  sub¬ 
sequently  became  the  wife  of  Francis  Grant; 
Elizabeth  married  Richard  Ayres  and  died  in  this 
county  about  1835.  M’illiam  came  to  this  vicin¬ 
ity  about  1820  in  what  was  known  as  a  keel-bor.t 
by  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  He  mar¬ 
ried  ^Margaret  Sheehan,  who  shared  with  him  all 
the  privations  of  frontier  life.  Before  leaving 
Kentucky  two  children  were  born  to  them,  and 
subsequently  six  more  came  to  bless  their 
hearthstone.  Prior  to  coming  here  the  father 
purchased  a  claim  from  Joseph  Yeater,  this  tract 
lying  on  Section  24,  Township  54,  Range  3. 

The  children  of  William  and  ^Margaret  Read¬ 
ing  were  as  follows:  ^Margaret,  who  married 
M'illiam  Casey  Downing,  of  this  county;  Re¬ 
becca,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  R.  Wil¬ 
son,  a  native  of  Wrginia  (now  deceased),  his 
widow  living  with  her  sons,  Charles  and  John; 
X*ancy,  who  firs.t  married  W.  D.  Biggs,  and  after 
his  death  became  the  wife  of  Franklin  Downing, 
died  about  1876;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Pleber 
W.  Adams,  a  native  of  this  State,  and  they  are 
residents  of  Pike  County;  M'illiam,  who  married 
Susan  Conn,  and  lives  near  Curr^wille;  Jay,  who 
married  Miss  ^lary  M’ilson,  and  also  dwells  near 
Currcwille ;  Lafayette,  who  married  Medora 
Smith,  who  died  in  1890,  after  which  Mr.  Read¬ 
ing  wedded  Mollie  IMcMillen;  four  children  died 
in  infancy. 

John  Reading  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  1821,  and  passed  his  boyhood  on  his 
father's  farm.  October  28,  1841,  our  subject 
married  Mahala  Xalley,  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
and  Susannah  X'alley.  Their  family  comprised 
these  children:  James  (a  iMethodist  Episcopal 
minister),  Aaron  D.,  Jessie,  William,  John, 
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Charles,  Cynthia,  Sallie,  Mahala,  Ann  and  Cloe. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  with  seven  children,  all  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  the  father  sold  a  few  years 
since  to  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Rule:  William 
D.,  the  eldest  son,  died  in  his  twenty-sixth  year; 
Erastus  married  Angelette  Johnson,  and  lives  at 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.;  James  married  Lois  E. 
Starks;  Susan  became  the  wife  of  Newton  Bry¬ 
son;  Cynthia  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  J.  J. 
Penix,  who  has  since  married;  Salley  King; 
Narcissa  T.  married  Dr.  E.  B.  Rule,  who  died 
January  31,  1893. 

Mrs.  Reading  came  to  Pike  County  with  her 
parents  when  she  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Politically 
our  subject  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  His  father  was  a  patriot  and  a  soldier  In 
the  War  of  1812,  taking  part  in  many  important 
battles.  Mr.  Reading  has  never  aspired  to  pub¬ 
lic  office,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests. 


WILLIAM  H.  LANGSTON,  check 
clerk  and  baggage  agent  of  the  Bur¬ 
lington  System,  Louisiana,  Mo.,  was 
born  in  Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  July  6,  1841,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Harriet  L.  (Constant) 
Langston.  The  elder  Langston  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ky.,  in  1809,  and  was  a  son  of 
Jeconiah  Langston,  who  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  but  of  English  ancestry,  and  who  mar¬ 
ried  Nancy  Dodson,  of  Kentucky.  He  was  a  sou 
of  Col.  Washington  Langston,  who  was  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  When  about  twelve 
years  old  Jeconiah  Langston  was  taken  by  the 
Tories,  who  tried  to  induce  him  to  give  away 
some  secrets  of  the  army.  This  he  would  not  do, 
so  they  put  a  halter  around  his  neck  and  strung 
him  up  to  compel  him  to  tell  what  he  knew.  But 
even  the  apparent  certainty  of  death  failed  to 
open  the  lips  of  the  stanch  little  patriot,  so  the 
enemies  of  their  country  finally  departed  leaving 


their  captive  for  dead;  but  he  came  to  eventually 
and  went  to  his  home.  On  growing  to  manhood 
he  followed  Daniel  Boone  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  lived  many  years,  then  moved  to  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  his  son 
James  was  twelve  years  old,  and  then  removed  to 
Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  locating  six  miles  north 
of  Springfield,  where  he  purchased  land  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  and  where  he  lived  and  died, 
leaving  a  family  of  ten  children:  Joseph,  James, 
Jeconiah,  Joshua,  Mary,  Martha,  Margaret, 
Nancy,  Elizabeth  and  Jane. 

James  Langston  grew  to  manhood  on  his  fath¬ 
er’s  farm,  received  tuition  in  the  common  schools 
and  subsequently  purchased  land  adjoining  the 
old  homestead.  In  1849  he  sold  that  farm  and 
purchased  another  in  Buffalo  Heart  Township, 
in  the  same  county,  where  he  lived  until  he  died 
in  the  spring  of  1855.  During  the  Black  Hawk 
War  he  was  a  Sergeant  in  Lincoln’s  Company. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  was  a  Dea¬ 
con  when  he  died.  He  was  a  well-proportioned 
man,  six  feet  in  height,  and  lively  in  disposition, 
always  looking  on  the  bright  side  of  life.  Har¬ 
riet  Constant,  his  wife,  was  the  widow  of  Isaac 
Skinner,  and  was  a  native  of  Winchester,  Clarke 
County,  Ky.  Her  grandfather  Constant  was  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  moved  to  Kentucky  at  an 
early  day.  She  is  still  living  at  Mechanicsburg, 
Sangamon  County,  Ill.,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  William  H., 
our  subject;  jMary  G.,  now  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Thompson,  living  in  Warrensburg,  Ill.;  Eliza 
J.,  wife  of  William  Davis,  of  Pittsfield,  Ill.;  Mar¬ 
tha  E.,  deceased;  Laura,  deceased. 

William  H.  Langston  was  reared  on  the  farm 
in  Sangamon  County,  and  attended  the  com¬ 
mon  schools.  On  his  mother’s  removal  to  Me¬ 
chanicsburg  he  entered  the  INIechanicsburg 
Academy,  from  which,  after  five  years’  study,  lie 
graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty.  He  then  went 
to  the  Catholic  College,  at  Kankakee,  Ill.,  tak¬ 
ing  a  scientific  course  with  Latin.  On  June  10, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Seventieth  II- 
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linois  \'olunteer  Infantr%-.  in  which  he  ser\  ed  un¬ 
til  October  23  of  the  same  year  at  Camp  Butler. 
Ill.  Companies  H  and  F  went  south  with  the 
Fort  Donelson  and  Island  Xo.  10  prisoners,  for 
a  g’eneral  exchange,  which  was  made  at  \'icks- 
burg.  They  were  conveyed  down  by  the  Con¬ 
federate  gunboats.  After  the  exchange  was  made 
the  prisoners  were  taken  up  the  river  to  Alton 
and  subsequently  were  sent  to  their  respective 
regiments.  Mr.  Langston  was  made  Sergeant 
July  4,  1862.  and  had  the  duty  of  counting  the 
prisoners  on  this  trip.  He  served  at  Alton  until 
October  23.  when  he  was  discharged.  L*pon  re- 
ceiHng  his  discharge  Mr.  Langston  reuimed 
home  and  took  a  clerkship  at  Illiopolis.  Ill . 
where  he  remained  until  January  30,  i86lL  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  X^vy.  at  Ch'- 
cago,  and  was  placed  on  the  United  States  re- 
cemng  ship  “Clara  Dolsen,"  at  Cairo.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  United  States  gunboat  "Elk." 
went  to  X*ew  Orleans  and  was  attached  to  the 
coast  squadron.  He  returned  on  the  gunboat 
"\V.  H.  Brown."  the  troops  not  being  needed 
in  the  coast  sennce.  He  went  back  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  ship  "Qara  Dolsen"  at  Cairo  for  instruc¬ 
tion.  On  !March  22.  1864.  he  was  transferred  to 
the  gunboat  “Elfin."  and  the  next  day  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  at  Paducah.  Tenn.  From 
there,  after  the  fight,  they  went  to  Fort  Pillow, 
arriving  there  during  the  engagement,  but.  not 
being  able  to  get  their  guns  to  bear  on  the  enem.y 
without  injury  to  their  own  men.  remained  inac¬ 
tive.  witnessing  the  battle.  They  returned  to  the 
Tennessee  River  after  the  fight,  and  followed  the 
Tennessee  from  Paducah  to  Tuscumbia.  Ala., 
during  that  summer.  On  October  10.  1864,  at 
Eastport,  Miss.,  they  were  engaged  with  Gen. 
Forrest,  who  had  made  an  attack  on  the  boat 
while  thev  were  disembarking  troops  they  had 
brought  up.  This  was  a  surprise  and  the  troop=> 
stampeded  back  to  the  boat.  On  October  25 
thev  were  at  Oifton.  Tenn..  with  Hatch's  Cav- 
alrv.  and  then  dropped  down  to  Penywille  and 
from  there  went  down  the  river,  meeting  the 
enemy  on  the  land  and  on  the  river,  and  having 
several  encounters.  At  Johnsonville  the  "Elfin" 
captured  a  Rebel  boat  with  two  twenu-four- 


pound  Parrott  guns.  On  November  4.  on  look¬ 
ing  down  the  river,  our  subject  saw  the  fleet 
coming  up  with  the  “Undine"  ahead  in  charge  of 
the  Rebels,  they  having  previously  captured  her. 
The  “Elfin."  “Tawah."  and  “Key  West"  raised 
their  anchors  and  cleared  the  deck  for  action, 
dropping  down  the  river.  The  “Key  M'est"  in 
the  lead  began  the  action.  The  “Undine"  was 
run  ashore  and  set  on  fire.  The  Rebels  were  on 
shore  with  their  batteries  and  the  gunboats  be¬ 
gan  their  fire  on  the  lower  batteiy.  After  two 
and  one-half  hours'  fighting  thev  were  obliged  to 
go  back  to  Johnsomdlle  for  repairs,  being  ver\' 
much  disabled  in  men  and  boats.  Thev  repaired 
at  Johnsom-ille  under  the  fort  guns.  They  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  clear  the  woods  of  the  sharp¬ 
shooters  on  the  opposite  shore,  which  brought 
into  action  the  Rebel  batteries  that  had  been 
brought  around.  The  "Key  M'est"  was  disabled 
on  going  into  action  and  the  other  boats  took 
her  back  to  Johnsomdlle  and  then  the  fire  was 
kept  up  until  all  the  boats  were  destroyed.  Our 
subject  was  wounded  in  the  action  bv  the  ex¬ 
plosion  or  the  boiler  and  was  taken  ashore,  w'nere 
he  lay  alone  in  the  woods  all  nig'nt  The  next 
day  he  was  found  by  his  comrades  and  taken  to 
the  hospital,  first  to  Nashville,  then  to  LouisHlle. 
then  to  Cairo,  and  to  the  receridng  ship  “Great 
Flastem."  From  there  he  was  transferred  to  the 
“Cincinnati."  !Mound  Citt’.  Ill.  Later  they  went 
up  the  Cumberland  River  to  NashHlle  to  head 
off  Gen.  Hood.  They  were  unable  to  cross  the 
shoals  and  our  subject  went  aboard  the  Moni¬ 
tor  “Neosha"  with  a  detail  and  started  on  for 
NashHlle.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Starboard 
Battery  in  the  bombardment  of  the  cit\’  and 
opened  fire:  they  were  answered  by  the  Rebels 
with  about  forty  guns.  They  both  were  struck 
one  hundred  and  six  times  in  one  and  one-half 
hours.  The  action  lasted  two  hours,  when  the 
infantry  took  up  the  fight. 

After  the  battle  at  Nashville  Mr.  Langston  re¬ 
turned  down  the  river  and  again  took  his  o^\'n 
boat,  the  “Cincinnati,"  and  went  down  to  the 
mouth  and  then  up  the  Tennessee  as  far  as  Tus¬ 
cumbia.  Ala ,  arriving  there  while  Hood,  with 
some  of  his  troops,  was  laying  his  pontoons 
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across  the  river.  After  driving  him  back  the 
“Cincinnati”  went  to  Clifton,  where  they  met  j 
Smith’s  and  Schofield’s  Corps  and  the  transports  | 
that  had  come  up.  They  escorted  them  up  to  ; 
Eastport.  About  this  time  smallpox  broke  out  I 
and  our  subject  was  about  the  first  to  take  it.  I 
With  others  he  was  sent  to  ^Mound  City,  Ill.,  to 
the  hospital  at  that  place,  where  they  lay  until 
the  latter  part  of  February,  when  they  were  taken  ; 
out  of  quarantine.  His  time  had  expired,  but  he  ; 
continued  in  service,  as  the  Government  wanted  i 
experienced  men.  Thej^  were  sent  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  on  the  “Cincinnati,”  with  a  select  crew  from 
the  other  boats.  From  there  they  were  ordered 
to  Mobile,  going  out  by  Southwest  Pass.  On  the 
first  day  out  they  ran  aground.  Our  subject  with 
a  picked  crew  started  in  a  small  boat  for  Chand¬ 
ler  Light-house,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles. 
The  light-house  men  were  sent  out  to  bring  the 
boat  off,  which  was  piloted  to  the  light-house; 
the  next  morning  they  piloted  it  to  Ship  Island. 
The  boat  was  then  conveyed  to  Grant  Pass  by  the 
man-of-war  “Jackson.”  They  could  not  cross  the 
bar  and  were  obliged  to  go  around  by  the  sea 
and  into  Mobile  Bay.  The  third  day  they  went 
down  to  Grant  Pass  to  Dauphin  Island 
and  took  off  the  troops  which  had  been  there  for 
months.  They  conveyed  the  transports  up  Fish 
River  three  miles,  silencing  the  batteries  on  the 
shores,  while  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  was  investing 
Spanish  Fort.  He  was  in  the  action  of  Spanish 
Fort  until  it  was  taken.  Alter  the  capture  of 
Mobile  and  the  fall  of  Fort  Blakely  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  on  the  battleship  “Bienville”  and  went 
from  iMobile  to  Pensacola,  and  from  there  to 
Dry  Tortugas,  thence  to  Key  West,  and  from 
there  to  Havana,  then  to  St.  Thomas  Island,  and 
to  the  Bermudas,  in  search  of  the  “Shenandoah.” 
They  then  went  north  to  Philadelphia,  arriving 
there  on  April  13,  1865,  and  in  that  city  our  sub¬ 
ject  remained  until  he  was  discharged  on  May 
4,  when  he  returned  home. 

After  resting  a  few  weeks  iSIr.  Langston  went 
to  Chicago  and  entered  Biy  ant  &  Stratton  Com¬ 
mercial  College,  from  which  he  graduated;  he 
then  took  a  clerkship  in  the  city,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  May,  1866,  and  then  went  west 


to  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  returning  to 
Atchison,  Kan.,  where  he  took  a  position  as  clerk 
and  remained  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  returned  to  his  Illinois  home  and  for  the  next 
two  years  lived  on  his  mother’s  farm.  He  was 
then  married  and  went  on  a  farm  again  and  re¬ 
mained  three  years,  when  he  removed  to  Lou¬ 
isiana,  Mo.  In  April,  1874,  he  took  a  position 
with  the  C.  &  A.  R.  R.  as  Foreman  of  the  fence 
department  and  held  this  position  until  Novem¬ 
ber  I,  when  he  secured  a  position  with  the  bridge 
department,  in  which  he  continued  until  August, 
1875.  At  that  time  he  was  promoted  to  be  Con¬ 
struction  Foreman,  and  served  as  such  until  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1876,  when  he  resigned  and  bought  a  fruit 
farm  near  Louisiana,  on  which  he  moved.  After 
three  years’  experience  in  fruit  culture  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Louisiana  in  1879  took  charge  of 
the  construction  train  on  the  C.  &  A.  R.  R.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  following  June,  in  whicli 
month  he  took  a  position  on  the  Burlington,  lay¬ 
ing  track  on  the  extension  line  to  Clarksville. 
He  was  then  made  a  section  foreman  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  he 
resigned  and  accepted  a  position  in  Boulder,  Col., 
in  driving  a  tunnel.  He  was  there  three  months, 
when  he  was  taken  sick  with  rheumatic  fever  and 
returned  to  Louisiana  the  following  August,  and 
was  given  a  position  as  foreman  tracklayer  witli 
the  northern  extension  of  the  Burlington,  run¬ 
ning  to  Keokuk,  which  he  completed  February 
I,  1881.  He  then  took  charge  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  train  and  worked  until  August  i,  1882,  and 
then  resigned  and  accepted  a  position  on  the  C. 
&  A.  R.  R.,  Bloomington,  Ill.  He  was  there  un¬ 
til  October,  1882,  when  his  gang  was  laid  off 
and  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as 
baggageman  and  check  clerk. 

Mr.  Langston  was  married  November  3,  1870, 
at  Jacksonville,  Ill.,  to  Belle  Rowe,  daughter  of 
David  and  Eliza  (Florien)  Rowe,  the  former  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  Cape  Breton 
Island.  Eight  children  were  bom  unto  them: 
Irene,  David  A.,  James  H.,  Nellie,  Claude  M., 
Clarence  G.,  Benjamin  Arthur  and  Bessie  B., 
all  living  except  Claude  and  Nellie.  Mr.  Lang¬ 
ston  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
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in  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  ! 
of  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  ! 
which  he  is  Past  Grand.  He  is  also  a  member  [ 
of  the  James  Wilson  Post  No.  20,  G.  A.  R.,  of  ! 
which  he  is  Past  Commander.  He  was  inspector 
of  the  division  of  Northern  IMissouri  and  mus¬ 
tering  officer.  In  1884  he  was  a  candidate  for 
County  Coroner  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  in 
1886  was  a  candidate  for  Representative,  but  was 
defeated.  In  1887  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  City  Council  from  the  Third  Ward  and  was 
re-elected  in  1889,  but  resigned  in  1891,  before 
the  expiration  of  his  term.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Railroad  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Langston  has  had  an  adventurous  life  and 
a  varied  histor}^  In  war,  exposed  to  the  enemy’s 
fire  and  the  diseases  of  camp  for  nearly  three 
years,  then  engaging  in  various  positions  of  re¬ 
sponsibility,  he  has  passed  through  all  kinds  of 
danger  and  exposure,  despite  which  he  is  yet  in 
fair  health  and  good  physical  form  and  one  of 
the  most  trusted  of  the  railway  company’s  em¬ 
ployes.  In  like  respect  and  esteem  he  is  held  by 
the  citizens  of  his  adopted  city. 


Hon.  JOHN  S.  CLEAVER.  Few  men 
are  better  known,  and  none  more  highly 
honored  throughout  Ralls  County,  than 
the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  and  who,  at 
present,  is  serving  efficiently  as  Judge  of  the 
County  Courts.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  his  home  has  been  in  Township  53, 
Range  7,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved  and  valuable 
land.  His  maternal  grandparents  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  his 
paternal  grandfather  located  here  before  the 
county  had  been  formed,  so  that,  on  both  sides 
of  the  house,  he  is  descended  from  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  State — an  honor 
rare  among  the  county’s  present  inhabitants. 

Gen.  Stephen  Cleaver,  our  subject’s  grand¬ 
father,  was  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  War  of 


1812,  and  in  company  with  one  of  his  sons,  Wil¬ 
liam,  fought  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  He 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  figured  conspicu¬ 
ously  in  the  Indian  wars  of  that  State.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  wounded,  taken  prisoner,  and 
held  for  two  years.  Afterward  he  entered  land 
on  the  Frankford  road,  five  miles  from  New  Lon¬ 
don,  which  town  he  assisted  in  platting,  as  well 
as  Palmyra,  the  county  seat  of  Marion  County. 
His  ser\dces  as  a  surveyor  were  in  great  demand 
in  those  early  days,  and  he  was  a  man  of  promi- 
neiTce,  both  in  business  and  political  affairs.  He 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  first  State  conven¬ 
tion,  which  was  held  in  1820.  His  death  took 
place  on  his  old  homestead  in  1845. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Thomas  Cleaver,  was 
born  in  Kentucky  in  1807.  He  was  the  young¬ 
est  of  five  children  born  to  his  father’s  first  mar¬ 
riage,  the  others  being  Jacob,  William,  Henry, 
and  Charlotte.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  iMissouri,  and  upon  the  death 
of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead 
near  New  London,  Mo.  He  married  iMargaret 
J.  McCune,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  became 
the  mother  of  nine  children.  Of  these  six  are 
living,  namely:  John  Stephen,  who  was  born 
December  i,  1836;  Louisa,  wife  of  Dr.  McKee, 
of  Clark  County,  IMo. ;  Susan,  wife  of  G.  W. 
Stuart,  of  Marshall,  Mo.;  Nannie,  Mrs.  I.  P. 
Hickman,  of  Galveston,  Tex.;  Harry,  of  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mc¬ 
Nutt,  of  Paris,  Mo.;  and  Ruth,  wife  of  L. 
Combs,  living  in  Wichita,  Kan.  • 

In  1858  Thomas  Cleaver  moved  to  Monroe 
County,  Mo.,  and  bought  a  farm  six  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Perry.  There  he  dwelt  in  peace  and  se¬ 
curity,  leading  a  busy  and  useful  life,  until  he 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
when  he  was  claimed  by  death,  June  13,  1894. 
His  wife’s  death  occurred  in  1888.  Judge 
Cleaver  did  not  receive  as  good  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  as  did  other  members  of  his  father's 
family,  some  of  whom  were  graduates.  From 
his  nineteenth  year  he  made  his  own  livelihood, 
and  when  he  was  nearly  twenty  he  commenced 
raising,  buying,  and  selling  live  stock,  meeting 
with  success  in  his  various  enterprises.  In  1859 
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he  began  improving  the  farm,  which  is  a  portion 
of  the  tract  he  now  owns. 

In  i86i  Judge  Cleaver  enlisted  in  the  State 
Guard,  under  Maj.  Chalmers,  and  about  a  year 
later  he  joined  the  regular  army,  being  assigned 
to  Company  H,  Fourth  Missouri  Infantry,  un¬ 
der  Col.  McFarland.  This  commander  was 
wounded  and  di.sabled  in  the  engagement  at 
Corinth,  and  afterward  the  regiment  was  con¬ 
solidated  with  the  First  Missouri  Infantry,  un¬ 
der  Col.  Riley,  who  was  killed  between  Dalton 
and  Atlanta.  Colonel  Garland  then  assumed 
the  vacant  position  and  met  a  similar  fate  to  that 
of  his  predecessor,  whereupon  the  senior  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  regiment  was  placed  in  command. 

Our  subject  was  actively  engaged  in  the  battle 
at  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  at  Lexington  helped  to 
capture  the  enemy,  Gen.  Mulligan,  and  his  forces. 
He  was  also  present  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
Ark.,  then  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  went  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  the  company  was  re-or- 
ganized  and  re-enforced  Beauregard  at  Corinth, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1863  encountered  Gen.  Grant 
and  his  army.  Then  going  to  Vicksburg,  they 
surrendered  to  the  superior  forces.  The  com 
mand  he  was  in  was  exchanged  some  three 
months  afterward  and  did  service  under  Gen.  Joe 
Johnston  and  Gen.  Hood.  In  May,  1865,  they 
surrendered  to  Gen.  Canby  at  Jackson,  Miss. 

December  15,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
the  Judge  and  Katie  Richards,  of  this  county. 
Her  parents,  James  L.  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Rich¬ 
ards,  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Her  father 
came  to  this  locality  at  an  early  day,  and  is  now 
deceased;  his  widow  is  living  with  a  son  in  Ari¬ 
zona.  Mrs.  Kate  Cleaver  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Her  six  children  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Maggie  Lee,  born  November  16,  1870,  a 
graduate  of  Hardin  College,  at  Mexico,  ]\Io., 
and  now  living  at  home;  Thomas,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  3,  1873,  died  October  13,  1876;  Sadie,  born 
January  24,  1877,  died  October  13,  1880;  Rich¬ 
ard,  born  December  13,  1879,  died  July  27,  1883: 
Bennie  Hill,  born  August  18,  1881;  and  Harry 
McCune,  born  January  23,  1886.  The  mother 
died  January  12,  1887. 

In  1888  Judge  Cleaver  married  Mrs.  Roberta 


(Dickey)  Clapper,  who  was  born  April  24,  1854. 
Her  parents,  John  S.  and  Sally  Y.  Dickey,  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  came  to  Missouri 
in  an  early  day,  settling  in  jMonroe  County.  Mr. 
Dickey,  who  was  born  in  1800,  died  in  1864,  and 
his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1812,  passed 
away  in  1891.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Cleaver  have 
two  children:  Katie  May,  born  July  10,  1890; 
and  Bessie  Marie,  Alay  9,  1892.  Socially  the 
Judge  is  a  member  of  Perry  Lodge  No.  302,  A. 
F.  and  A.  M.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  firm  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Democracy.  He  belongs  to  the 
Christian  Church,  while  Airs.  Cleaver  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 


Frederick  waller.  Probably  no 

name  is  better  known  in  Flannibal,  or  in 
this  section,  than  the  one  which  heads  this 
article,  and  certainly  no  one  is  more  respected. 
Mr.  Waller  served  for  several  terms  as  an  Aider- 
man,  having  been  elected  by  his  friends  in  the 
Democratic  party,  with  which  he  has  always  been 
allied.  He  is  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  his 
birth  having  occurred  June  2,  1811. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Waller,  was  born  in  Hursfelt,  Hanover,  in  1701 
and  died  in  1776.  He  was  a  farmer  and  was  also 
successfully  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant. 
His  son,  William  D.,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
was  born  in  1760,  and  was  a  dry  goods  and  gro¬ 
cery  merchant.  He  was  also  a  collector  of  tariffs 
and  tolls  for  King  George  of  England  during  his 
lifetime.  He  died  in  Hanover  in  1822,  and  of  his 
eight  children  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 
He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in  his  youth 
and  followed  it  for  a  number  of  years.  He  re¬ 
members  an  incident  of  Napoleon’s  last  war:  the 
passing  of  Blucher  and  his  army  on  the  return 
from  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

In  his  native  province  Frederick  Waller  was 
married  February  7,  1833,  to  Elizabeth  Ropers, 
and  June  8,  1842,  the  couple  embarked  for  Amer¬ 
ica  on  the  sailing  vessel  “Apollo.”  They  reached 


736 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Baltimore,  Aid.,  on  the  13th  of  August,  after  a 
perilous  voyage,  during  which  they  were  driven 
out  of  their  course  and  almost  gave  up  hope.  Air. 
Waller  proceeded  from  Baltimore  to  Alarietta, 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  for  two  years  and  a  half,  and 
Alarch  14,  1845,  landed  in  Hannibal.  Late  that 
fall  he  went  to  Bethel,  AIo.,  but  the  following 
spring  returned  to  this  city,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  For  a  few  years  he  worked  at  his  trade, 
then  engaged  in  gardening  and  subsequently  con¬ 
ducted  a  grocery.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
been  practically  retired  from  business,  but  is 
President  of  the  Waller  Lime  Company  and  has 
money  invested  in  other  enterprises.  During  the 
great  fire  in  Hamburg  in  1842  he  was  visiting  in 
that  city  and  was  a  witness  of  the  memorable 
sight.  He  is  a  Lutheran,  as  was  also  his  estima¬ 
ble  wife,  who  died  November  6,  1886,  aged  sev¬ 
enty-eight  years.  They  had  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  three  years  before,  on  the  7th  of 
February.  Their  family  comprised  five  children, 
namely:  Alargaret  E.,  widow  of  H.  AV.  Alorris; 
Sophia,  wife  of  John  Aladden,  of  this  city;  Cath¬ 
erine;  Frederick  W.,  who  died  in  1894,  and  Will¬ 
iam  D. 

The  youngest  son  of  Frederick  Waller,  Will¬ 
iam  D.,  was  born  in  Alarietta,  Ohio,  November  4, 
1844,  and  was  reared  in  this  city.  On  complet¬ 
ing  his  public  school  education  he  took  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  in  Eastman’s  Business  College  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  On  his  return  west  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  place  as  a  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of 
Aloser  &  Wild,  of  Quincy,  Ill.,  and  a  year  after¬ 
ward  went  to  St.  Louis.  In  1868  he  bought  out 
the  store  of  George  A.  Sinclair,  of  Hannibal,  in 
partnership  with  H.  W.  Alorris,  and  opened  a 
grocery,  doing  business  under  the  name  of  W. 
D.  Waller  &  Co.  for  twelve  years.  He  sold  out  in 
December,  1880,  and  the  following  April  organ¬ 
ized  the  company  for  the  manufacture  of  lime, 
which  is  known  as  the  Waller  Lime  Company, 
and  was  made  Alanager  of  the  same.  The  con¬ 
cern  was  afterward  incorporated  as  the  Waller 
Lime  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000, 
the  officers  being  Erederick  Waller,  President; 
W.  E.  Clark,  Vice-President,  and  William  D. 
Waller,  Secretary  and  Alanager,  and  as  such  it  is 


still  being  run.  The  markets  of  the  plant  are 
chiefly  in  the  West  and  South,  including  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Texas,  New  Alexico  and  Alis- 
souri. 

June  29,  1875,  Air.  Waller  was  married  in  Han¬ 
nibal  to  Alary  J.,  daughter  of  Green  AI.  and  Alary 
A.  (Alurray)  Rogers,  the  former  a  native  of  Cabell 
County,  Va.,  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Airs.  Wal¬ 
ler  was  born  in  Flemingsburg,  Ky. ;  her  only  child 
is  Paul,  who  is  now  in  his  fifteenth  year.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Park  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Air.  Waller  has  always  given  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Democratic  party. 


George  w.  huaiphrey,  the  subject 

of  this  sketch,  was  born  August  21, 
1866,  near  Alount  Sterling,  Ill.  When 
he  was  but  seven  months  old  his  parents  moved 
to  Alissouri,  where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm. 
Lntil  nineteen  years  of  age  he  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  school,  from  which  he  went  to  the  Lewis- 
town  High  School,  where  he  studied  two  years. 
He  then  left  school,  spent  two  years  in  Nebraska 
and  Alontana,  and,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
returned  home  and  entered  La  Grange  College, 
staying  there  two  years.  He  taught  school  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  Shelby  County  for  thir¬ 
teen  months  and  for  one  year  was  principal  of 
the  Shelbyville  public  schools.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  laborious  work  with  which  the  life  of  our 
subject  was  filled  at  this  period,  he  nevertheless 
in  this  he  was  assisted  by  the  Hon.  R.  P.  Giles, 
found  spare  moments  in  which  to  study  law  and 
In  1893  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Shelby 
County,  and  at  Shelbyville  was  associated  with 
I  T.  Lloyd  until  January,  1894. 

Our  subject’s  marriage  to  Gertrude  List  was 
celebrated  October  25,  1893,  at  Shelbina,  AIo. 
Her  father,  Patrick  List,  was  born  in  Henry 
County,  Ky.,  in  1842,  and  died  in  Shelby  County 
in  1877.  His  wife  was  Belle  Sparks,  whose  de¬ 
cease  occurred  in  1876,  one  year  previous  to  that 
of  her  husband.  Air.  List  was  a  thrifty  business 
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man  and  made  and  lost  several  fortunes.  Ger¬ 
trude  List  was  born  October  27,  1873,  and,  left 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  four  years,  found  an  ex¬ 
cellent  home  in  the  family  of  William  H.  War¬ 
ren,  of  Shelbina,  who  is  at  present  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Shelbina.  The  union  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  with  one  child, 
William  Warren,  who  was  born  July  27,  1894. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  T.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  October  4,  1832, 
and  is  still  living.  He  followed  the  occupation 
of  farmer  and  stock  raiser  until  1887,  when  he 
iri  the  lumber  business  at  Lewistown, 
Mo.,  where  he  is  still  actively  employed  in  con¬ 
ducting  his  affairs.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  moving  factor  in  politics  and  w^as  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  a  member  of  the  Democratic  County 
Central  Committee  of  Lewis  County.  In  1886 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Collector  of  Lewis  Coun¬ 
ty,  but  was  defeated  by  one  vote.  He  w^as  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  Porter’s  Raid  and  was  one  of  the  ten 
men  ordered  shot  by  McNiel  at  Palmyra,  but 
was  subsequently  released.  Mr.  Humphrey  was 
first  married  to  Frances  Smith,  in  1851.  In  1857 
he  was  married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
Mary  S.  Rodifer,  who  was  born  in  Lewis  County, 
klo..  May  10,  1840.  Five  boys  and  five  giris 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  klrs.  Humphrey,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  David  G.,  Samuel  J.,  George  W.,  John 
R.,  Robert  A.,  Alice  M.,  Ella  R.,  Cora  E.,  Katie 
M.,  and  Amelia,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  in  1805,  and  died  in  Lewis 
County,  Mo.,  in  1890.  His  wife,  Rebecca,  died 
some  eight  years  previously.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

David  Rodifer,  father  of  Mrs.  Humphrey,  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1812,  and  died  in  Lewis 
County  in  1891.  His  wife,  Sarah,  was  also  born 
in  Virginia.  She  died  in  Lewis  County  in  1886. 
David  Rodifer  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
klissouri  and  acquired  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Lewis  County. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  he  remained 
in  Shelbyville  but  a  few  months,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1894,  although  almost  a  total  stranger. 


he  entered  the  race  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Shelby  County  against  a  prominent  lawyer  who 
had  held  the  office  one  term,  but  was  defeated  by 
about  one  hundred  votes.  He  practiced  law  in 
Shelbina  until  Eebruary,  1895,  when  he  moved 
to  Ralls  County  and  purchased  the  “Perry  Enter¬ 
prise,”  which,  at  that  time,  had  a  circulation  of 
about  eight  hundred.  By  perseverance  and 
strict  attention  to  business,  Mr.  Humphrey  has 
nearly  doubled  the  number  of  subscribers.  He 
is  now  enjoying  a  fair  law  practice  and  editing 
the  “Enterprise,”  which  is  eight  years  old.  Demo¬ 
cratic  in  principle,  and  one  of  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  weeklies  in  the  State.  Our  subject  attends 
the  Baptist  Church  and  is  a  member  of  the  1.  O. 
O.  E.  and  the  K.  of  P.  Lodges.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  at  present  holds  the  office  of 
City  Attorney. 


C  HANNING  L.  PRYOR,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  western  physicians 
and,  in  all  the  term  implies,  one  of  the 
most  successful  practitioners  of  medicine  in 
Erankford,  was  born  in  Milton,  N.  C.,  Septem¬ 
ber  18,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Electa  W.  (Young)  Pryor. 

Grandfather  Brasier  William  Pryor,  of  Erench 
origin,  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  where  his 
ancestors  located  about  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionar}^  War.  His  wife  was  a  relative  of  Gen. 
Lafayette,  who  fought  in  the  War  for  Independ¬ 
ence.  He  was  for  many  years  Collector  of  the 
Port  at  Norfolk,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  six  children,  from  one  of  whom  sprang 
Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor,  of  New  York.  In  religion 
Grandfather  Pryor  was  a  Presbyterian  and  in 
politics  a  stanch  Whig. 

William  Pryor  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  in 
1814,  and  was  educated  in  William  and  Mary 
College,  in  which  noted  institution  of  learning 
he  was  graduated  from  the  law  department  about 
1843.  Three  years  later  he  finished  the  medical 
course  in  the  same  college  and  going  to  Texas 
practiced  for  several  years  in  the  Valley  of  the 
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Brazos.  He  afterward  returned  to  his  native 
State,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a  number  of 
slaves,  whicli  he  liberated  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
war.  At  the  first  appearance  of  trouble  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  after 
leaving  them  comfortable  enlisted  in  the  Union 
service  as  Surgeon  of  a  company.  He  served  for 
a  time  with  Gen.  Sherman,  afterward  with  Gen. 
Grant,  and  had  charge  of  the  hospitals  of  the 
Union  forces  at  both  Corinth  and  Shiloh.  On 
account  of  failing  health  he  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
sign  his  position  in  the  army  and  returning  to 
Ohio  lived  for  a  time  in  Portsmouth  and  later  in 
Cincinnati.  In  1871  he  came  to  ^Missouri,  locat¬ 
ing  in  St.  Louis,  and  after  four  years’  residence 
there  made  his  home  in  Pike  County,  dying  at 
Bowling  Green,  jMarch  12,  1890. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Bowling 
Green,  i\Io.,  Hay  30,  1895.  She  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  29,  1816,  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  became 
the  parent  of  six  children,  by  two  marriages, 
four  of  whom  were  reared  to  mature  years.  Her 
first  union  was  with  John  Xevins,  and  her  sons 
who  lived  to  manhood  were:  Charles,  now  City 
Clerk  of  Hannibal,  iMo. ;  Edward  S.,  an  officer  in 
the  Twenty-second  Kentucky  Regiment,  who 
died  on  the  bridge  spanning  the  Black  River, 
\’icksburg,  iMiss.  Of  her  marriage  with  the 
father  of  our  subject  two  lived:  Florence  B., 
now  Hrs.  Mitchell;  Dr.  Channing  L.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Pryor  was  Daniel  Young,  an  iron  manu¬ 
facturer  of  Ohio,  where  he  died.  He  was  one 
of  the  early  preachers  in  that  State  of  the  iMeth- 
odist  faith,  emigrating  there  about  1820  or  1825. 
He  organized  the  first  Masonic  lodge  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  country.  He  was  the  father  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Charles,  Jesse,  John  B., 
Eliza,  Mary  and  Electa. 

Our  subject  first  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  State,  and  later,  entering  St.  Xav¬ 
ier’s  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  pursued  the 
course  there  and  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  ’68.  When  taking  up  the  study  of  medicine 
he  became  a  student  with  William  H.  Mussey,  of 
Cincinnati,  in  the  Miami  Medical  College,  and' 
when  receiving  his  degree  two  years  later  lo¬ 
cated  for  practice  in  the  Queen  City.  There  he 


remained  for  five  years,  when  he  took  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  in  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  and  in  March,  1876,  located  in  Frankford, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  time  spent  in  the  Beaumont  Medical 
College,  where  he  paid  attention  to  some  spe¬ 
cialties  in  his  profession.  He  is  a  fine  surgeon 
and  has  been  successful  in  performing  many 
wonderful  operations  and  cures.  He  acts  as 
i  surgeon  for  the  St.  L.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co. 

;  Socially  Dr.  Pryor  is  a  member  of  the  Colum- 
i  bia  ^ledical  Association,  and  has  been  V'ice- 
I  President  of  the  ^Missouri  IHedical  Society,  with 
which  he  is  still  connected.  It  was  not  long  after 
he  located  in  this  city  before  the  public  began 
showing  its  appreciation  of  his  ability,  his  earn- 
;  est  efiort  and  his  conscientious  devotion  to  the 
I  duties  of  his  profession.  He  has  been  called  to 
various  portions  of  the  State  to  perform  opera- 
1  tions  and  is  often  required  to  meet  with  emi¬ 
nent  surgeons  of  the  ]Mound  City  in  critical  cases. 
I  He  has  many  patients  who  come  to  seek  his  aid 
;  from  distant  points  and  indeed  too  much  can- 
j  not  be  said  in  praise  of  his  painstaking,  pro¬ 
fessional  efforts  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

Dr.  Pryor  was  married  November  22,  1877,  to 
Mrs.  ^lary  E.  Eoff,  daughter  of  Griffin  and 
Elizabeth  Close,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
i  England.  Their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  a  son  and  daughter,  Charles  E.  and  Lura  D. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  of  this  city.  The  former  is  a  K. 
of  P.,  a  ^Master  IMason  and  is  Past  Grand  in  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 


WILLIAM  E.  JONES,  the  well-known 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Frank¬ 
ford  “Chronicle,”  one  of  the  leading 
papers  of  Pike  County,  was  born  in  Cedar 
County,  this  State,  July  3,  1852.  He  is  the  son 
of  the  Rev.  William  W.  and  Jane  M.  (Kennedy) 
Jones;  the  former  was  born  in  Cynthiana,  Harri¬ 
son  County,  Ky.,  and  at  twenty  years  of 
age  entered  the  ministry.  He  came  to  Missouri 
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in  1842  or  thereabout  and  preached  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  all 
parts  of  the  State.  He  served  as  Elder  of  St. 
Charles  and  Chillicothe  Districts.  He  died  Oc¬ 
tober  10,  1888,  at  Allville,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married, 
his  first  union  being  with  a  Miss  Moore,  by 
whom  he  became  the  parent  of  a  son,  Joshua  S., 
now  a  merchant  of  St.  Louis.  His  marriage  with 
Miss  Kennedy  resiilted  in  the  birth  of  these  chil¬ 
dren:  Caleb  S.,  the  eldest,  is  living  at  Lamar, 
this  State;  Robert  P.  is  a  resident  of  Rocheport, 
Mo.;  William  E.  was  the  next  born;  Edward  W. 
is  a  traveling  man;  Benjamin  died  when  young; 
Rosa  L.  married  D.  W.  Wright;  George  A. 
makes  his  home  in  Lamar;  Clarence  K.  is  a 
traveling  man;  Charles  V.  died  when  an  infant; 
V.  Selly  is  living  in  Lamar.  Rev.  William  Jones 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Eellows 
orders. 

Mrs.  Jane  M.  Jones  was  born  in  September, 
1829,  and  is  still  living,  being  in  the  sixty-sixth 
year  of  her  age,  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Robert  S.  Kennedy.  Her 
father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  came  west 
about  1842  to  St.  Louis,  where  his  wife  died;  he 
passed  away  at  Green  Ridge,  this  State,  at  an 
advanced  age.  Their  three  children  were: 
George  S.,  Henry  C.  and  Jane  M. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  in  1869  entered  the  office  of 
the  Huntsville  “Herald.”  In  1872  he  went  to 
Keytesville,  where  he  was  given  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  office  of  the  “Herald,”  published 
at  that  place.  Two  years  later  he  became  the 
proprietor  of  this  paper,  but  in  1878  sold  it  in 
order  to  come  to  Erankford,  where  he  was  ad¬ 
vised  was  a  good  opening  for  a  live  sheet.  The 
“Chronicle”  is  a  sound  family  paper,  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  solid  and  useful  information  and  has 
a  circulation  of  over  six  hundred. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  September  30,  1874, 
to  Eva  M.,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Anna  Car- 
mon.  Her  father  was  killed  during  the  late  war 
by  bushwhackers,  while  acting  as  Sheriff  of 
Chariton  County,  this  State.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  George  E.  and  Maude 


C.,  and  the  wife  died  in  May,  1880.  She  was  a 
most  estimable  lady  and  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  His  sec¬ 
ond  companion  was  Miss  Bell  Eisher,  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Sarah  E.  (Brown)  Eisher,  of  Pike 
County,  this  State.  Mrs.  Jones  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church  since  her  girlhood. 
In  social  affairs  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  of  H.  Although  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Methodist  Church  he  joined  the  Christians  of 
this  place  in  1890,  and  is  now  an  active  and  in¬ 
fluential  worker  in  the  congregation  at  Prank- 
ford. 


Frank  K.  green  has  long  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Hannibal  City  Council  and 
has  always  advanced  the  best  interests  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  first  elected  Aider- 
man  in  1884,  from  the  Pirst  Ward,  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket,  and  was  again  elected  in  1886,  thus 
serving  four  consecutive  years.  In  1893  he  was 
returned  to  the  position  and  is  now  fulfilling  the 
duties  pertaining  thereto.  In  politics  he  has  been 
quite  active,  and  has  frequently  served  as  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  city  and  county  conventions,  and  at 
this  writing  is  a  member  of  the  County  Executive 
Committee.  Eor  a  little  over  a  year  he  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Hannibal  Sawmill  Company, 
and  just  prior  to  January,  1894,  was  in  charge  of 
the  plant  owned  by  the  Herriman  &  Curd  Com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  March  14,  1848,  near  Eliz¬ 
abethtown,  W.  Va.  His  father,  James  B.,  was 
born  Pebruary  22,  1805,  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Subsequently  he 
went  to  West  Virginia,  where  he  engaged  in  prac¬ 
tice  as  a  physician  until  1849,  when  he  moved 
westward.  Settling  in  Marion  City,  Mo.,  he  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  being  called  to  his 
final  rest  February  23,  1862.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  had  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
County  Court  of  Marion  County,  and  in  politics 
was  a  strong  Democrat.  His  wife,  Maria  (Sack- 
man)  Green,  was  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  her 
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birth  having  occurred  September  17,  1810.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Sackman,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mr.  Green  June  2,  1831.  She  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  her  husband  was  also  identified.  She 
survived  him  a  few  years,  her  death  occurring 
March  31,  1867.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
eight  children,  viz:  Susan,  wife  of  Dr.  Francis 
Parrat,  of  Emerson,  IMarion  County;  Agnes  A., 
now  IMrs.  John  Cherry,  of  Palmyra;  Adeline,  who 
died  while  young;  Henry  S.,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1861 ;  Leora  N.,  who  married  John 
Shirley,  both  deceased;  James  B.,  Jr.,  deceased; 
Ammon  L.,  whose  death  occurred  in  1894,  and 
Frank  K.,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  received  good  educational  advan¬ 
tages  in  Marion  City,  Mo.  The  first  school  which 
he  attended  was  at  Marion  City,  and  was  washed 
away  by  the  overflow  of  the  river,  and  after  that 
event  he  went  to  one  which  was  located  on  the 
hill.  In  1867  he  went  to  Hannibal  and  for  a  year 
engaged  in  the  fishing  business.  Then  entering 
Ihe  employ  of  Dubach  &  Company,  in  their  plan¬ 
ing  mill,  he  started  to  learn  the  business,  and 
thus,  commencing  at  the  bottom  round,  gradu¬ 
ally  worked  his  way  upward.  With  this  one  firm 
he  remained  for  twenty-one  and  a  half  years, 
serving  for  three  years  as  assistant  foreman,  and 
then  being  promoted  to  foreman,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  acted  for  twelve  years.  The  business  of 
the  concern  was  closed  up  in  1890.  Herriman  & 
Curd  Company  purchased  the  plant  the  year  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  upon  opening  the  same  for  business 
showed  their  wisdom  in  placing  Mr.  Green  in 
charge,  for  which  his  long  experience  amply 
qualified  him.  He  continued  with  the  firm  about 
four  years,  then  severing  his  connection  witli 
them. 

September  27,  1871,  our  subject  wedded  Ma¬ 
tilda  Hoy,  who  was  born  in  Iowa.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
a  lady  who  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
March  28,  1883,  she  was  summoned  to  the  silent 
land,  leaving  a  little  daughter,  Rosa  Lee.  June 
19,  1884,  Mr.  Green  married  Miss  Mary,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Kennedy,  and  they  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children,  Frank  K.,  Mar\^  Leora 


and  Ammon  C.  iMrs.  Green,  who  was  a  life¬ 
long  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  10,  1894.  ]\Ir.  Green’s  four  motherless 

children  are  all  at  home.  His  eldest  daughter, 
Rosa  Lee,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Hannibal  and  is  a  young  lady  of  many  accom¬ 
plishments.  As  a  member  of  the  graduating  class 
of  1891  from  the  High  School,  she  was  chosen 
Valedictorian  on  account  of  her  high  rank  and 
standing,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
First  Ward  School.  She  is  a  good  musician  and 
is  an  efficient  teacher,  popular  with  both  pupils 
and  officials. 

Socially  Mr.  Green  is  a  member  of  Mystic 
Lodge  No.  17,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Hannibal.  In  re¬ 
ligion  he  is  a  iMethodist  and  is  identified  with  the 
local  church.  He  is  justly  esteemed  as  an  up¬ 
right  and  honorable  man  and  has  won  the  re¬ 
spect  of  all. 


Hon.  DAVID  D.  ROSE,  a  retired  capital¬ 
ist  and  ex-Judge  of  the  County  Court  of 
Pike  County,  is  President  of  the  bank  at 
Curryville,  in  which  place  he  has  made  his  home 
since  1876.  In  i860  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  this  township,  a  position  which  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  again  in  1876  was  elected 
to  that  position  and  served  for  ten  years.  In 
1890  he  was  honored  with  the  presiding  Judge- 
ship  of  the  County  Court,  officiating  as  such 
until  January,  1895,  when  he  declined  to  again 
become  a  candidate.  The  Curryville  Bank  was 
organized  in  1888  as  a  stock  company  with  a 
capital  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  officers  being 
William  K.  Biggs,  President;  Hon.  D.  D.  Rose, 
Vice-President,  and  J.  W.  Hawkins,  Cashier.  In 
January,  1894,  Mr.  Rose  was  elected  to  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  In  1877  he  was  made  Mayor  of  this  place 
and  served  acceptably  for  some  ten  years. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  Judge  were 
Reuben  and  Patty  (Mason)  Rose,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  but  subsequently  owmers  of  one 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  Robertson  County, 
Tenn.  They  reared  fourteen  children  to  matu- 
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rity  and  were  not  long  separated  by  death.  Mrs. 
Rose  was  the  first  to  be  summoned  by  the  death 
angel,  the  husband  dying  thirteen  days  later  after 
having  made  out  his  will.  Our  subject’s  parents 
were  Mason  and  Nancy  (Parker)  Rose,  the  for¬ 
mer  born  in  North  Carolina  December  4,  1805, 
and  the  latter  in  Virginia,  iMarch  18,  1807.  Mrs. 
Nancy  Rose  is  a  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mary 
(Woods)  Parker,  of  Virginia,  and  is  still  living 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Spencer  Township,  this 
county;  Mason  Rose,  her  husband,  died  in 
August,  1875.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  Rob¬ 
ertson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1827,  and  of  their  union 
were  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  John  A., 
David  D.,  Susan,  Martha  A.,  Mary  A.,  Har¬ 
riet  K.  and  Nancy  J.  Only  two  survive,  our 
subject  and  Martha  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  B.  T. 
Bondurant,  a  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  Mo. 

The  Hon.  D.  D.  Rose  was  born  in  Robertson 
County,  Tenn.,  April  3,  1831,  and  received  his 
education  in  private  and  subscription  schools. 
In  April,  1834,  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  this 
township,  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  twen¬ 
ty-four  years  of  age.  His  father  had  entered  for 
him  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and 
this  he  began  improving  after  reaching  his  ma¬ 
jority.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  built  a  house 
on  the  farm  and  remained  there  until  1876,  when 
his  health  failing  him  he  moved  to  Curryville. 
In  1853  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  adjoining  his  first  farm  and  dur¬ 
ing  his  career  as  an  agriculturist  has  owned  some 
fifteen  hundred  acres,  but  now  reserves  only  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

January  9,  1855,  the  marriage  of  Judge  Rose 
and  Elizabeth  L.  Lemon,  of  this  county,  was 
celebrated.  She  was  born  October  3,  1836,  an<l 
is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Ann  (Schooler) 
Lemon,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  he  died  in  May,  1855,  aged  sixty-two 
years.  In  1831  he  emigrated  to  this  county  from 
Kentucky,  whither  he  had  gone  with  his  par¬ 
ents  in  childhood.  He  was  one  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  and  his  first  marriage  was  with  Miss  Cath¬ 
erine  Harris;  four  children  were  born  to  them. 
His  second  marriage  was  with  Ann  Schooler, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in  Texas 


in  1885,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Her  parents  were 
John  and  IMary  (Pond)  Schooler,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  who  after  moving  to  Kentucky  owned  and 
lived  upon  a  large  plantation.  The  half  brothers 
and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Rose  are  as  follows:  IMarga- 
ret,  deceased;  Thomas,  a  retired  stock  merchant, 
of  Arizona;  Mrs.  Ann  Houston,  of  VHndalia, 
Mo.;  James  A.  Her  own  brothers  and  sisters 
were:  IMary  A.,  deceased;  Robert,  of  Texas; 
Joseph  R.  and  John  N.,  farmers  of  Ralls  County, 
Mo.;  Jacob  V.,  deceased;  Serlina  V.,  wife  of 
James  Montague,  a  farmer  of  Audrain  County, 
Mo.;  Susan  (iMrs.  James  Crawford),  of  Bowie, 
Tex.;  Armelia  A.,  wife  of  Charles  March,  a 
farmer  near  Warsaw,  iMo.;  George  W.,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Arkansas. 

The  first  Presidential  ballot  of  the  Judge  was 
cast  for  Franklin  Pierce,  since  which  time  he  has 
adhered  to  the  Democracy.  Religiously  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  for 
the  last  twenty-eight  years,  and  is  now  an  Elder 
in  the  Congregation. 


Hon.  JAMIES  PERRY  WOOD,  deceased. 
The  hand  of  death  is  unsparing,  and  the 
brightest  and  best  of  earth  fall  as  readil}' 
before  his  fatal  touch  as  the  veriest  beggar  whose 
life  is  a  burden  to  himself  and  others.  To  us,  who 
see  “as  in  a  glass,  darkly,”  these  things  are  in¬ 
scrutable,  and  it  takes  the  faith  which  believeth 
all  things  to  reconcile  us  to  the  partings  which 
every  day  wrench  our  heartstrings,  and  to  see 
in  the  open  grave  of  intellect,  genius,  and  good¬ 
ness,  the  love  and  wisdom  of  the  all-wise  Father. 
The  untimely  death  of  such  a  man  as  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  brings  these  thoughts  upper¬ 
most;  and  all  that  is  left  for  the  historian  to  do 
is  to  set  forth  the  story  of  his  life  as  an  example 
to  those  who  come  after,  which  they  will  do  well 
to  follow. 

James  Perry  Wood  was  born  July  6,  1854,  in 
Ralls  County,  IMo.,  and  was  a  son  of  John  O. 
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and  Elizabeth  (Broadley)  Wood,  the  former  a 
native  of  South  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Calla¬ 
way  County,  i\Io.  His  grandfather,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  serv^ed  in  the  second  war  with  Eng¬ 
land  and  came  with  his  family  to  IMissouri  in 
1827,  settling  in  Ralls  County.  John  O.  Wood, 
who  is  a  thrifty  farmer,  was  in  the  Confederate 
Army  during  the  late  war. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  assisted  his  father 
upon  the  farm  until  he  commenced  his  studies 
at  college.  He  took  the  course  at  the  Christian 
Elniversity  at  Canton,  JMo.,  graduating  with  the 
class  of  ’74.  After  finishing  his  studies  at  that 
institution  he  began  reading  law  with  Johnson 
&  Wingate,  a  leading  law  firm  of  St.  Louis,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State,  September  25,  1876.  After 
practicing  for  a  few  months  in  Monroe  City, 
Monroe  County,  IMo.,  he  settled  in  New  Lon¬ 
don,  the  seat  of  justice  for  Ralls  County,  and  in 
November,  1878,  was  elected  Prosecuting  At¬ 
torney  of  the  county.  He  was  re-elected  in  1880, 
and  again  in  1882.  In  1884  he  was  elected  State 
Senator  and  served  one  term.  While  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  Mr.  Wood  introduced  and  pushed  through 
the  bill  known  as  the  Wood  Local  Option  Law, 
and  which  he  supported  with  such  resistless  elo¬ 
quence  as  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
heard  him  speak  on  the  measure.  He  was  a  can¬ 
didate  for  Congress  from  his  district  in  1888  and, 
after  a  most  exciting  contest,  was  defeated  by  a' 
coalition  of  the  two  opposing  candidates — a  fu¬ 
sion  that  few  men  could  overcome. 

In  his  profession  IMr.  Wood  took  great  pride, 
and  ranked  among  the  best  lawyers  of  the  State. 
He  worked  hard  and  conscientiously,  and  the 
interest  of  his  client,  whether  it  was  a  single  in¬ 
dividual,  a  railroad  corporation,  or  the  people  of 
the  county,  was  the  uppermost  thought  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  cases.  He  possessed  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  those  who  had  occasion  to  seek  his 
counsel,  to  an  unlimited  degree,  and  never  was 
he  known  to  violate  that  trust.  An  honorable 
nian  and  a  just  one,  his  career  as  a  public  officer 
and  a  professional  man  was  untainted  by  even 
the  suspicion  of  corruption.  In  this,  as  in  other 
respects,  his  example  is  a  shining  one,  and  a  safe 


one  for  the  young  men  of  his  community  to  imi¬ 
tate. 

In  all  matters  of  public  interest  Mr.  Wood 
took  an  active  part,  and  to  him,  perhaps  more 
than  any  one  man,  is  due  the  construction  of  the 
Perry  branch  of  the  St.  Louis  &  Hannibal  Rail¬ 
road,  of  which  company  he  was  a  director  and 
also  attorney  for  the  road.  It  was  on  this  road 
that  the  terrible  accident  occurred  in  which  iMr. 
Wood  was  fatally  injured,  dying  five  weeks  later, 
on  June  2,  1895,  from  brain  trouble  caused  by 
wounds  received  at  that  time. 

i\Ir.  Wood  had  for  many  years  been  a  valued 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he 
worked,  as  in  other  lines,  with  mind  and  heart, 
giving  of  his  time  and  money  freely  in  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  cause  of  religion.  For  three 
years  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
School  at  New  London,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  w-as  a  Deacon  in  the  church.  Personally 
he  was  very  popular,  his  genial,  wdiole-soulcd 
nature  showing  itself  in  everyday  life  and  wan¬ 
ning  him  friends  on  every  hand.  His  influence 
was  ahvays  on  the  side  of  right  and  will  be  felt 
in  the  community  long  years  after  his  dust  shall 
have  mingled  with  mother  earth.  In  his  family 
he  was  ever  the  considerate,  loving  son,  the  de¬ 
voted  husband,  and  the  tender  father.  To  them 
the  loss  is  irreparable.  Socially  Mr.  Wood  be¬ 
longed  to  the  I,  O.  O.  F.,  and  \vas  a  prominent 
member  of  the  IMasonic  fraternity,  having  been 
Grand  IMaster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
for  two  years,  and  under  their  direction  the  fu¬ 
neral  services  w-ere  held,  with  all  the  imposing 
ceremonies  of  the  order. 

J\lr.  Wood  left  an  aged  father  and  mother,  a 
wife  and  two  children,  and  several  brothers  and 
sisters  to  mourn  his  taking  away.  His  wife  was 
IMiss  IMary  F.  Owsley,  wdio  was  born  at  Ganton, 
jMo.,  February  16,  1855,  and  is  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  Asher  B.  and  Susan  G.  (Colley) 
Owsley.  Her  father  w'as  born  in  Hardin  County, 
Ky.,  February  17,  1815,  and  died  August  19, 
1891,  being  over  seventy-six  years  old.  He 
came  to  Missouri  wdth  his  father’s  family  about 
1830,  and  settled  in  Lewds  County,  where  he 
lived  for  sixty  years.  His  wife  was  born  January 
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5,  1824,  and  they  were  married  in  Tully,  July  20, 
1840,  living  happily  together  for  over  fifty  years. 
The  Ovvsleys  are  descendants  of  an  old  English 
family  and  have  had  many  distinguished  mem¬ 
bers  in  this  country,  among  them  Ex-Governor 
Owsley,  of  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Wood  is  a  graduate 
of  Christian  University  and  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  and  has  a  host  of  friends.  The  son 
Harry  is  a  promising  boy  of  fourteen  who  bids 
fair  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  to 
whom  he  was  most  fondly  attached. 


Field  ALEORD.  Any  resident  of  Ralls 
County  would  speak  of  our  subject  as 
one  of  the  most  respected  and  prominent 
of  her  many  fine  men.  He  is  one  of  the  largest 
landholders  in  the  county,  which  property  he  has 
accumulated  by  good  management  and  excellent 
business  ability. 

Mr.  Alford  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  was 
born  December  7,  1854,  to  Capt.  Thomas  and 
Martha  (Yeager)  Alford,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
They  were  there  reared  and  married,  soon  after 
which  event  they  came  by  wagon  to  this  State, 
being  at  that  time  among  its  very  earliest  settlers. 
They  first  took  up  land  near  Madisonville  and 
were  there  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of 
years,  when  they  retired  from  the  more  arduous 
duties  of  life  and,  moving  to  Vandalia,  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  their  life  in  ease  and  com¬ 
fort,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  early  years  of 
industry. 

To  Capt.  Thomas  and  Martha  Alford  there 
were  born  four  children,  of  whom  Eield  was  the 
eldest  but  one.  Betty  married  Thomas  Evans, 
whose  sketch  the  reader  will  find  on  another 
page  in  this  book;  Nannie  married  Samuel 
Chinn  and  is  residing  near  our  subject;  Red¬ 
man  L.  is  at  home  and  attending  school. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  began 
to  work  for  himself.  His  first  venture  was  a 
trip  to  California,  his  destination  being  the 


southern  portion  of  the  State.  There  he  began 
working  in  a  saw  mill  in  the  mountains,  continu¬ 
ing  to  be  thus  employed  for  four  successive  years. 
He  was  very  successful  and,  saving  his  money, 
was  enabled  to  purchase  land  on  his  return 
home,  in  1879.  '  that  time  he  became  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  eighty  acres,  included  in  his  home 
farm,  to  which  he  has  added  as  his  means  would 
allow  until  now  the  land  has  increased  to  three 
hundred  acres.  It  is  all  under  the  most  ap¬ 
proved  methods  of  cultivation  and  bears  a  splen¬ 
did  line  of  farm  buildings,  including  a  commodi¬ 
ous  and  substantial  residence. 

March  10,  1885,  Eield  Alford  and  Miss  Mal- 
lie  Cowden,  natives  of  this  county,  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  lady’s  birth  occurred  Septem¬ 
ber  I,  1865,  to  Hiram  and  Martha  (Rice)  Cow¬ 
den,  also  natives  of  this  State,  where  they  were 
farmers,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected.  They 
are  now  living  in  Centre,  Mo.,  retired  from  ac¬ 
tive  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alford  there  have 
been  born  two  children:  Nellie,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1886,  and  Charlie,  born  August  30,  1887. 

In  addition  to  raising  the  usual  amount  of 
cereals,  Mr.  Alford  handles  cattle  and  hogs  in 
large  numbers  and  has  his  place  well  stocked 
with  fine  breeds  of  these  animals,  as  well  as  some 
blooded  horses.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
His  wife  holds  membership  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  in  which  she  is  an  active  worker. 

Mr.  Alford  is  self-made,  and  is  one  whose  ex¬ 
ample  is  well  worth)^  of  emidation,  and  should 
serve  to  encourage  others,  who,  like  himself, 
have  to  begin  life  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder. 


APT.  ABIJAH  JOHNS.  The  gentle¬ 
man  whose  life  it  is  our  privilege  to  pre¬ 
sent  to  our  readers  was  formerly  one  of 
the  enterprising  business  men  of  Clarksville, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  saddlery  and  har¬ 
ness  business.  Although  now  deceased  he  still 
lives  in  the  memory  of  his  many  friends  in  this 
county. 
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Mr.  Johns  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  born  at 
Sharonville  August  23,  1825.  He  was  the  young¬ 
est  of  four  sons,  comprising  the  household  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Cunningham)  Johns,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Ohio.  Only  one  of  this  family  now 
survives:  James  W.,  the  eldest,  who  resides  in 
the  World’s  Fair  City;  Seth  S.  died  in  1843, 
Abia  departed  this  life  in  1858. 

When  young  our  subject  served  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  at  the  saddlery  and  harnessmaker’s  trade 
and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  began  traveling 
about  the  country  as  journeyman  at  his  trade. 
He  worked  at  dif¥erent  times  in  Port  Gibson, 
Lafayette,  Vicksburg  and  Natchez,  Miss.  At 
the  last-named  place,  in  1847,  he  volunteered 
his  services  in  the  Second  Mississippi  Volunteer 
Rifle  Corps,  during  the  Mexican  War,  and  after 
rendezvousing  in  camp  at  Vicksburg  until  June 
18,  1848,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service.  For 
a  number  of  years  afterward  he  worked  at  his 
trade  in  that  southern  State,  and  then  located  for 
a  time  at  Florence,  Ky.  While  there,  in  1853,  he 
married  iMiss  Emarilla  Derr.  In  1855  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  IMissouri  and  made  his  home  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  City  for  one  year,  when  he  made  perma¬ 
nent  location  in  Clarksville  and  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  saddle  and  harness  business. 

In  answer  to  the  call  for  more  soldiers  Mr. 
Johns  closed  his  shop  on  December  i,  1861,  and 
after  assisting  to  raise  a  company  entered  the 
Union  Army  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  Third 
Missouri  Cavalry.  June  15,  1862,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  and  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  by 
Gov.  Gamble,  and  February  10,  1863,  was  made 
Captain.  In  command  of  his  company  he  was  c.)n 
duty  through  Northern  IMissouri  until  after  the 
battles  of  Kirksville,  Moore’s  Mill  and  Dunar 
Church,  when  he  with  his  command  was  ordered 
to  Pilot  Knob,  and  after  participating  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  at  that  place  was  ordered  to  Patterson,  Wayne 
County,  thirty  miles  south  of  Pilot  Knob,  on  out¬ 
post  duty.  While  scouting  in  that  vicinity  he 
was  attacked  by  a  band  of  bushwhackers  under 
Col.  Rieves.  During  this  conflict  the  Captain’s 
clothing  was  riddled  with  buckshot,  a  few  of  his 
men  were  wounded  and  several  horses  killed. 


He  was  later  ordered  into  Greene  County,  Ark., 
to  scatter  and  break  up  Sam  Hildebrand’s  band 
of  desperadoes.  With  a  hundred  men  he  scoured 
the  swamps  thoroughly  and  finally  found  his 
headquarters  on  Crowley’s  Ridge,  Ark.,  where 
he  was  attacked  by  Hildebrand’s  men,  who  tried 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  men  by  driving  cat¬ 
tle,  so  as  to  get  within  his  lines.  But  he  was  on 
the  alert  and,  discovering  the  ruse,  a  simultan- 
'  eous  attack  took  place.  In  the  first  fire  the  Cap- 
;  tain’s  clothing  and  the  tree  of  his  saddle  were 
riddled  with  balls  and  slugs,  and  his  left  arm  was 
broken;  many  of  Hildebrand’s  men' were  killed 
and  his  band  dispersed.  While  on  this  expedi- 
j  tion  our  subject  captured  several  wagons  loaded 
j  with  ammunition  and  stores  of  different  kinds, 
j  which  were  being  conveyed  from  St.  Louis  to 
'  Rebel  camps,  and  also  about  five  thousand  dol- 
I  lars’  worth  of  contraband  property  belonging  to 
;  Confederates  hid  in  the  swamps.  IMr.  Johns  was 
I  known  as  “Old  Biga,”  and  was  sometimes  called 
i  “Old  Yaller,”  on  account  of  his  riding  a  clay- 
j  bank  or  yellow  horse. 

Capt.  Johns  served  until  the  expiration  of  his 
:  term  of  service  in  1865,  when  in  February  of  that 
j  year  he  was  mustered  out  at  Macon  City,  i\Io. 

I  He  then  returned  to  Clarksville  and  resumed  his 
former  business.  In  i860  he  was  called  to 
;  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife,  she  leaving  him  two 
i  sons:  Jesse  F.,  and  Charles  W.,  who  is  now  de- 
j  ceased.  Another  son,  Clinton,  died  before  the 
I  mother’s  demise. 

I  Our  subject  married  December  23,  1869,  his 
I  second  wife,  who  prior  to  that  event  was  IMiss 
j  Margaret  Stark.  To  them  was  born  a  son, 

I  Harry  S.,  August  8,  1871,  who  died  January  10, 

I  1888.  IMrs.  Johns  was  born  August  27,  1844,  in 
j  Pike  County,  IMo.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Catherine  (Schooler)  Stark,  the  former  of 
whom  is  deceased.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Judge  James  Stark,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
I  Pike  County,  for  he  emigrated  hither  from  Bour- 
;  bon  County,  Ky.,  in  1816.  He  was  a  hero  in  the 
I  War  of  1812. 

Capt.  Johns  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  which 
occurred  June  29,  1891,  continued  in  the  busi- 
.ness  in  which  he  first  embarked  on  coming  to 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


745 


Clarksville.  His  property  was  destroyed  by  fire 
December  4,  1870,  when  he  lost  everything,  but 
as  nothing  however  discouraging  could  daunt 
him,  he  resumed  operations  in  a  few  months.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  a  fine  farm  of 
eighty  acres  located  near  Paynesville,  besides  his 
business  house  and  residence  in  Clarksville.  The 
Captain  never  identified  himself  with  any  church 
organization,  but  was  a  thorough-going  Univer- 
salist  in  belief.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Re¬ 
publican,  but  was  of  a  very  retiring  disposition 
and  never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  was  a 
kind,  sympathetic,  generous  and  charitable  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  measured  up  to  the  full  standard  of 
manhood,  and  was  a  great  lover  of  home.  His 
remains  lie  interred  in  the  Clarksville  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Johns  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Presbyterian  Church. 


WILLIAM  P.  JACKSON,  deceased.  For 
over  sixty  years  the  home  of  this  hon¬ 
ored  old  pioneer  was  in  Marion 
County,  and  while  living  on  his  excellent  estate 
in  Warren  Township  he  was  called  to  his  final 
rest,  September  7,  1891.  His  parents,  Julius  A. 
and  Elizabeth  (Walls)  Jackson,  were  natives  of 
Delaware,  whence  they  made  the  journey  to  this 
State  and  county  when  William  P.  was  a  lad 
of  twelve  years.  They  resided  here  for  about  ten 
years,  when  they  changed  their  location  to  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  They  were  extensive  land-owners, 
having  their  property  worked  by  slave  labor. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons,  the  brother  of 
our  subject  being  James  W.,  who  is  also  de¬ 
ceased. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  Julius  A.  Jackson 
was  again  married,  the  lady  on  this  occasion  be¬ 
ing  Mary  Griffith.  She  was  also  a  native  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  and  departed  this  life  in  Shelby 
County.  To  them  were  born  three  children,  Ju¬ 
lius  A.,  Eliza  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Elizabeth  married  Dr.  Lemuel  Frank¬ 


lin,  who  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Shelby  County,  Mo.,  which  was  settled  by  Grand¬ 
father  Jackson. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  born  June  12,  1818, 
was  given  a  good  education,  completing  his 
studies  in  the  St.  Charles  College.  He  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  in  Shelby  and  Marion  Coun¬ 
ties,  following  this  vocation  with  signal  success 
until  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he 
abandoned  that  kind  of  life  and  gave  his  attention 
to  farming,  locating  at  once  on  the  farm  which 
is  now  occupied  by  his  widow.  This  estate  had 
been  given  him  by  his  father  on  his  removal  to 
Shelby  County.  His  ventures  in  the  agricultural 
line  were  prospered  and  at  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
cease  he  left  an  estate  of  about  four  hundred 
acres  lying  in  Warren  Township,  this  county. 
He  acquired  a  moderate  fortune,  became  promi¬ 
nent  in  his  community  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  fifty  years  was 
School  Director.  Mr.  Jackson  always  took  an 
active  part  in  church  and  educational  affairs  and 
was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Our  subject  was  twice  married,  his  first  union 
being  with  Miss  Emily  E.  Sharp,  who  was  born 
in  this  county  and  died  May  ii,  1849,  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years.  She  left  two  children, 
Richard  A.,  a  farmer  of  Marion  County,  and 
Mary  E.,  who  married  John  Toliver  Ragland; 
both  are  now  deceased.  In  1850  Mr.  Jackson 
chose  for  his  companion  Miss  Sarah  Taylor 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Oldham  County,  Ky., 
July  4,  1832.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Jane 
(Woodard)  Taylor,  natives  respectively  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State  and  Virginia,  the  father  having 
lived  to  be  eighty-five  years  of  age,  but  his  wife 
died  when  young.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  there 
were  born  six  children,  William,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Joseph  and  Jane,  all  deceased,  and  Sardh,  Mrs. 
Jackson.  Mrs.  Jane  Taylor  departed  this  life  in 
the  Blue  Grass  region,  after  which  her  husband 
came  to  this  State  and  county  and  lived  with  his 
daughter  for  about  twelve  years,  when  he  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  his  son,  John,  Jr.,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  never 
an  office-seeker  or  holder,  yet  was  very  promi¬ 
nent  in  his  community,  pushing  forward  to  com- 
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pletion  any  scheme  set  on  foot  for  the  betterment 
of  the  people.  He  was  a  member,  and  for  many 
years  a  class  leader,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  politics  he  always  voted  for  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  candidates. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
were  born  a  large  family  of  children,  eleven  in 
number.  Of  these  James  W.  is  engaged  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  merchant  in  Bucklin,  IMo.;  Eliza  E.  is  de¬ 
ceased;  John  T.  is  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Sarah 
E.  is  at  home  with  her  mother;  Emily  E.  mar¬ 
ried  J.  W.  Rouse,  a  banker  of  Bucklin;  Lulu  is 
now  Mrs.  A.  W.  Cassidy,  a  merchant  of  Lamar, 
Mo.;  Minnie  E.  is  engaged  in  teaching  school  at 
Monroe  City;  Julia  B.  is  the  wife  of  W.  T. 
Stamper,  and  both  are  school  teachers  of  note  in 
Corvallis,  Mont;  William  W.  is  a  farmer  of  Bar¬ 
ton  County,  Mo.;  Annie  E.  is  at  home;  Julia  A.  is 
deceased. 

Mrs.  Jackson  has  retained  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  the  home  place,  to  the  cultivation 
of  which  she  gives  her  attention,  and  is  manifest¬ 
ing  herself  to  be  a  woman  of  business  ability.  Tlie 
family  occupy  the  brick  residence  which  was 
erected  by  Mr.  Jackson  in  1855.  She  is  a  faithful, 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  an  active  worker  in  the  same.  Edu¬ 
cational  measures  find  in  her  a  warm  friend,  as 
she  is  strongly  in  favor  of  good  schools  and 
teachers. 


HOMAS  C.  WILSON.  This  prominent 
business  man  of  Hannibal  was  born  in 
Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  April  12,  1851. 
He  is  the  son  of  Alexander  K.  and  Alzira  ]\I. 
(Gibson)  Wilson,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
April  I,  1813.  He  in  turn  was  the  son  of  David 
Wilson,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1809,  settling  in  North 
Carolina.  Eight  years  later  he  removed  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  after  a  stay  there  of  two  years 
became  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County,  where  he 
passed  his  time  in  farming  until  his  decease,  in 
1821.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  married 


a  Miss  Elder.  All  of  their  children  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  IMrs.  Wilson  passed  away  in  Lincoln 
County  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  mature 
years  in  Lincoln  County  and,  when  of  sufficient 
age,  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  occu¬ 
pation  he  followed  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
After  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he 
voted  for  its  candidates,  being  one  of  the  twelve 
men  in  Lincoln  County  who  cast  a  ballot  for 
Lincoln,  in  1861.  He  departed  this  life  Eebru- 
ary  8,  1886.  Alzira,  his  wife,  was  born  in  what 
was  many  years  ago  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
but  now  the  State  of  Missouri,  April  27,  1816. 
Her  father  was  Gayon  Gibson,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  her  mother  Selamy  Sitton.  The  former 
was  the  son  of  Gayon  Gibson,  Sr.,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Ireland,  January  7,  1744.  He  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1772  and  in  this  country  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Eleanor  Kennedy,  December  8,  1773. 
He  died  of  yellow  fever  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  in  1795. 
Gayon  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  October  7, 
1787,  and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  her  birth  occurring  October  5,  1793.  Their 
marriage  took  place  in  Tennessee,  October  10, 
1811,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Alzira  was  the  third.  The  grandfather 
died  January  8,  1848.  Selamy  Sitton  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Diana  (Beck)  Sitton 
and  was  the  youngest  member  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  Joseph  Sitton  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  in  which  land  his  family  were  very 
prominent  and  noted  people. 

Grandfather  Gibson  fought  as  a  soldier  during 
the  Indian  War.  He  went  to  Avhat  is  now  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1808,  but  three  years  later  returned  to 
Tennessee,  where  he  was  married,  and  brought 
his  wife  to  his  new  home,  reaching  Kennedy’s 
Eort  on  Christmas  Day,  1811.  Although  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  fifty  years  rolled  by 
before  there  was  a  natural  death  in  the  family. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Lincoln  County,  IMo.,  November  6,  1843, 
unto  them  were  born  eight  children.  Ann  Isa¬ 
bella  is  now  the  wife  of  John  M.  Gladney,  of  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  and  the  mother  of  ten  children : 
Luther  ]\I.  died  in  February,  1894,  leaving  five 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


747 


children;  Franklin  L.  is  a  resident  of  Bowling 
Green,  this  State;  Zelima  F.  died  in  Lincoln 
County  in  1868;  Thomas  C.  was  the  next  born; 
Sarah  K.  is  living  in  Lincoln  County,  in  which 
section  Alexander  H.  also  makes  his  home; 
Charles  William  died  in  Lincoln  County,  in  1864. 
The  mother  of  this  family  departed  this  life 
March  4,  1888,  in  the  above  county.  Alexander 
Wilson  was  for  many  years  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Lincoln  County  and,  at  one  time,  was  Presid¬ 
ing  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  his  native  county,  where  he  received  the 
advantages  of  a  common-school  education.  On 
attaining  his  seventeenth  year  he  took  a  course 
of  study  in  the  Hardee  College  at  Louisiana, 
Mo.,  and  in  1869  entered  the  State  University  at 
Columbia,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1874.  After  leaving  the  university  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  civil  engineering  for  the  St.  Louis  & 
Hannibal  Railroad  Company,  remaining  in  their 
employ  until  1882.  That  year  he  began  con¬ 
tracting  for  railroads,  supplying  the  dif¥erent  cor¬ 
porations  with  ties  and  railroad  lumber,  and  is 
still  engaged  in  this  branch  of  business. 

In  1891  our  subject,  in  company  with  H.  L. 
Bock,  W.  K.  Kavanaugh,  Louis  Kavanaugh, 
and  a  Mr.  Strange,  organized  the  Union  Sand 
Company,  in  which  Mr.  Wilson  is  still  one  of 
the  prominent  stockholders.  In  March,  1894, 
he,  with  R.  H.  Stillwell,  Cornelius  Voorhis,  and 
Z.  Fielder,  established  the  Hannibal  Pressed 
Brick  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  R.  H.  Stillwell  President  and 
C.  Voorhis  Vice-President.  The  company  have 
a  capital  stock  of  $40,000.  Their  yards  are  lo¬ 
cated  about  two  miles  south  of  Hannibal  and  the 
capacity  of  the  plant  is  thirty-five  thousand  brick 
per  day.  There  they  have  a  fine  body  of  clay 
and  the  quality  of  the  brick  manufactured  is  equal 
to  any  made. 

Thomas  C.  Wilson  was  married  February  12, 
1885,  at  Troy,  Mo.,  to  Anna  R.,  daughter  of  H. 
W.  and  Georgia  (Ritnor)  Perkins,  natives  of  this 
State.  To  them  have  been  born  three  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Hazel,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  now  living,  was  born  klarch  24,  1888.  jNIrs. 


Wilson  is  a  member  in  excellent  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  she 
takes  an  active  part. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in 
1888  was  alternate  delegate  to  the  Chicago  con¬ 
vention  and  also  represented  his  district  in  the 
National  Convention  which  met  at  Minneapolis 
in  1892.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi 
Society,  in  which  he  takes  great  interest. 


David  a.  ball  resides  in  the  City  of 

Louisiana  and  is  among  the  prominent 
members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Mi.s- 
souri.  He  was  born  June  18,  1851,  in  Lincoln 
County,  Mo.,  on  a  farm  where  he  remained  un¬ 
til  1870,  when  he  went  to  Louisiana  to  attend 
school.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
attending  to  his  studies  during  the  winter  and 
working  on  the  farm  the  remainder  of  the  time. 
After  he  came  to  Louisiana,  when  not  at  school, 
he  worked  in  the  tobacco  factory  of  A.  Tins¬ 
ley  &  Co. 

In  1873  Ball  was  licensed  to  practice  law 
by  Judge  G.  Porter,  then  judge  of  the  Third 
Judicial  District  of  Missouri.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  City  Attorney  and  served  one  year.  He 
was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  in  1878,  and  served  two  terms — four 
years.  Mr.  Ball  made  a  vigorous  and  success¬ 
ful  prosecutor  during  his  four  years  of  service  as 
Prosecifiing  Attorney.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  he  did  not  have  a  single  indictment  quashed, 
or  a  case  called  for  trial  that  he  did  not  answer 
“ready.” 

In  1882  Mr.  Ball  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  State  Committee  and  was  one  of  the 
executive  committee  having  in  charge  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  State  campaign  and  by  which 
management  they  succeeded  in  electing  a  solid 
Democratic  delegation  to  Congress  from  INIis- 
souri.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen¬ 
ate  from  the  Eleventh  Senatorial  District  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Audrain,  Lin- 
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coin  and  Pike,  in  which  position  he  served  four 
years.  The  Senate  elected  him  President  of  that 
body  at  its  organization  in  January,  1887.  Upon 
the  death  of  Gov.  John  S.  iMarmaduke,  in  1887, 
i\Ir.  Ball,  under  the  Constitution  of  ^Missouri,  be¬ 
came  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  State,  in 
which  position  he  continued  until  January,  1889. 

While  a  member  of  the  Senate  iNIr.  Ball  was 
quite  active  and  progressive,  taking  a  leading 
part  in  the  great  fight  for  railroad  legislation 
and  succeeded  in  forcing  the  enactment  of  the 
present  railroad  laws  of  Missouri.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  a  bill  giving  to  a  State  a  uniform 
system  of  school  books,  and  while  not  successful 
in  this  effort,  he  demonstrated  to  the  people  of 
the  State  the  great  saving  in  money  to  be  made 
by  passing  such  a  measure,  and  at  the  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Legislature  the  bill  became  a  law. 
He  was  also  a  member  and  Chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  visit  the  State  institutions,  and  through 
the  recommendations  in  his  report  the  asylum 
at  Nevada,  Mo.,  was  built. 

Gov.  Ball  takes  great  interest  in  all  public  mat¬ 
ters,  although  since  1889  he  has  not  been  en 
gaged  in  politics,  but  devotes  his  time  and  at¬ 
tention  to  his  profession.  As  some  evidence  it 
may  be  stated  that  he  is  on  one  side  or  the  other 
of  all  the  important  cases  in  his  county.  And 
he  has  never  lost  a  criminal  case  when  under  his 
management.  Gov.  Ball  studied  law  with  the 
firm  of  Fagg  &  Dyer,  the  then  leading  lawyers 
of  Northeast  ^Missouri.  In  1877  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Hon.  Champ  Clark.  This  part¬ 
nership  resulted  in  the  warm  personal  friendship 
of  these  men,  which  has  ever  since  continued. 
To  Mr.  Ball  much  credit  is  given  for  the  able  and 
successful  manner  in  which  he  managed  the 
Clark-Norton  campaign  in  1892. 

In  1891  Mr.  Ball  formed  a  partnership  wit'n 
Judge  T.  J.  C.  Fagg,  his  old  preceptor,  and  the 
firm  is  now  Fagg,  Ball  &  Hicks. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Ball,  was  a  native  of  Fauquier  County,  \"a.,  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  Some  time  during  the 
forties  he  started  Westward,  locating  near 
Bridgeton,  St.  Louis  County,  where  he  died  in 
1850.  His  family  comprised  six  children,  name¬ 


ly:  John,  Chloe,  William,  Sallie,  James  and  Tol¬ 
liver.  Three  of  the  number  still  survive:  John, 
Chloe  and  James.  John  Ball,  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  has  been  a 
life-long  agriculturist,  his  home  being  at  pres¬ 
ent  in  ^Montgomery  County,  Mo.  During  the 
war  with  iMexico  he  served  under  command  of 
Sterling  Price,  and  in  the  late  war  was  Captain 
of  Company  E,  Forty-ninth  ^Missouri.  Previous¬ 
ly,  however,  in  1861,  he  had  helped  to  organize 
a  militia  company,  and  was  identified  with  the 
same  about  two  years.  With  the  gallant  Forty- 
ninth  he  took  part  in  numerous  prominent  bat¬ 
tles,  including  the  defense  of  Spanish  Fort  and 
Fort  Blakely. 

In  1850  John  E.  Ball  married  Elizabeth  Dyer, 
daughter  of  David  and  Nancy  (Sammons)  Dyer, 
who  came  from  Henry  County,  Va.,  and  moved 
to  Lincoln  County,  ]\Io.,  in  1844,  settling  on  a 
farm.  David  Dyer  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Whig 
party  in  the  Old  Dominion.  He  served  for  sev¬ 
eral  terms  in  the  State  Legislature,  both  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  House.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ball 
is  still  living  and  is  a  worker  in  the  old  school 
Baptist  Church  with  which  she  has  long  been 
identified.  Her  nine  children  were  named  as 
follows:  David,  Nettie,  James  F.,  John  B.  M., 
Galen  R.,  Claud  R.,  Laura,  William  S.  and  Ed¬ 
ward.  Nettie  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  F.  Walsh 
and  Laura  died  in  girlhood.  James  F.  and  Claud 
are  law^’ers:  William  S.  is  a  traveling  man,  hav¬ 
ing  his.  headquarters  in  iMontgomery  City  and 
the  other  sons  who  reside  in  the  same  locality 
are  farmers. 

]\Iay  13,  1875,  Gov.  Ball  married  Jessie,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  O.  and  Elizabeth  (Carter)  Minor. 
The  lady  was  a  native  of  Pike  County,  but  her 
parents  were  from  Albemarle  County,  Va.  Mr. 
and  j\Irs.  Ball  are  members  of  the  Methodi.st 
Episcopal  Church  South  and  are  always  to  be 
found  as  liberal  contributors  to  worthy  causes. 

Since  his  youth  Gov.  Ball  has  been  an  active 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  since  1880  has  been 
a  delegate  to  nearly  every  State  Convention  of 
the  party,  and  also  has  attended  Congressional 
Convocations.  In  1885,  while  a  member  of  the 
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Legislature,  the  Tinsley  Tobacco  Company 
voted  him  $i,ooo  worth  of  stock  in  the  Mercan¬ 
tile  Bank  and  made  him  a  director,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  held  since.  This  large  and  import¬ 
ant  concern  has  always  been  his  friend  and  has 
given  him  all  of  its  legal  business.  Gov.  Ball 
is  a  self-made  man  and  has  risen  to  his  present 
honorable  position  at  the  bar  and  in  society  by 
his  energy,  perseverance  and  intrinsic  worth.  He 
is  straightforward  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fel¬ 
low-men  and  stands  well  with  the  members  of 
the  Bench  and  Bar.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Riv¬ 
erside  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  to  Evening  Star 
Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F. 


WILLIAM  T.  KIRTLEY,  D.  D.  S.  The 
eminent  Frankford  dental  surgeon 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  impresses  everyone  who  meets  him, 
even  in  a  casual  way,  as  a  man  who  has  drifted 
easily  and  naturally  into  the  medical  profession, 
who  realizes  that  he  has  made  no  mistake  in  the 
choice  of  his  vocation  and  who  feels  thoroughly 
at  home  in  the  position  which  he  occupies. 

Mr.  Kirtley  was  born  in  Taylor  County,  Ky., 
May  7,  1849,  is  the  son  of  Elijah  L.  and  Mar¬ 
tha  M.  (Miller)  Kirtley.  His  grandfather,  who 
also  was  named  Elijah,  was  born  in  Culpeper 
County,  Va.,  and  was  descended  from  one  of 
three  brothers — Robert,  Thomas  and  Elijah 
Kirtley — who  came  to  this  country  from  Wales. 
Grandfather  Kirtley  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  War  and  was  commissioned  Captain  of 
his  company.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  on 
which  ticket  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible 
position  of  Sheriff.  He  came  to  Missouri  when 
the  cholera  epidemic  was  raging  through  this 
portion  of  the  country  and  located  near  New 
London,  Ralls  County,  where  he  died  a  few  days 
later  from  the  above  dread  disease.  His  wife 
survived  him  for  many  years,  dying  in  1874.  j 
Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  known  as  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cook  and  to  her  were  born  tbe  following 
named  children;  Columbus  F.,  who  was  the 


eldest;  Lewis  N.,  who  died  in  California;  Diani 
M.,  who  departed  this  life  while  a  resident  of 
Spencerburgh,  this  county;  Velous  E.,  who  died 
in  Kentucky;  Elijah  L.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
who  was  the  next  born;  Lafayette,  who  passed 
from  earth  while' living  in  Johnson  County,  this 
State;  Ann  L.  Tucker,  who  died  while  at  her 
home  in  Clarksville;  Lucy  Christianson,  who 
died  in  Taylor  County,  Ky. ;  Elvira  Stanton,  who 
also  departed  this  life  in  the  Blue  Grass  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Taylor 
County,  Ky.,  in  1825,  to  which  State  his  par¬ 
ents  had  removed  in  1820,  prior  to  their  advent 
into  Missouri.  In  the  fall  of  1849  Elijah  L.  came 
to  this  State,  making  location  at  Middletown, 
Montgomery  Count}^  There  he  ran  a  sawmill 
for  a  time  and  then  purchased  a  quarter  sectioii 
of  land,  which  he  cleared  and  developed  into  a 
good  estate.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Adams  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ill.,  and  on  his  return  to  Missouri  (a  year 
later)  settled  in  Frankford,  where  he  established 
himself  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  which  he 
followed  successfully  for  several  years.  Then 
forming  a  partnership  with  another  gentleman, 
he  began  milling,  but  was  not  long  conducting 
the  same,  for  he  soon  determined  to  retire  and 
take  life  easy.  With  this  end  in  view  he  moved 
to  Bowling  Green  in  1890.  He  was  in  early  life 
a  stanch  advocate  of  Whig  principles,  but  later 
joined  the  Democratic  party  and  now  votes  for 
its  candidates.  In  religious  affairs  he  belongs 
to  the  Missionary  Baptist  Ghurch.  He  became 
the  father  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  were 
reared  to  mature  years.  The  names  of  the  five 
are:  Virginia  F.  Saffell,  who  is  living  in  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green ;  William  T.,  who  was  the  next  born ; 
Anna  IMasters,  who  is  also  a  resident  of  Bowling- 
Green;  Ida  Little,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Buena  \fista.  Cal.;  Otto  L.,  who  is  living  in  Ne¬ 
braska.  ]\Irs.  Kirtley  was  born  in  Taylor  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Crabtree)  iMiller,  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Kentucky  about 
1820.  There  i\Ir.  i\ Tiller  was  engaged  in  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  until  the  time  of  his  decease. 

William  T.,  of  this  sketch,  completed  his  lit¬ 
erary  education  in  1867,  being  graduated  then 
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from  a  Southern  college.  That  year  he  em¬ 
barked  in  life  for  himself  as  a  clerk  in  one  of  the 
stores  of  Frankford.  In  1869  he  engaged  to 
travel  for  a  Quincy  house,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  for  three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Frankford  and  began  reading  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Drs.  Smith  and  Craven,  and,  after  tak¬ 
ing  the  course  laid  down  in  the  Louisville  Med¬ 
ical  College,  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1874. 

Dr.  Kirtley  located  for  practice  at  Olney,  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  this  State,  whence  he  reinoved  to 
this  county  and  opened  an  office  at  Ashley;  after 
a  residence  there  of  five  years  he  came  to  Frank¬ 
ford.  The  following  two  years  he  spent  in  Han¬ 
nibal,  clerking  in  a  dry  goods  store  and  when  re¬ 
turning  to  this  place  engaged  in  the  drug  busi¬ 
ness  until  January,  1895,  since  which  time  he 
has  given  his  undivided  attention  to  his  profes¬ 
sion.  He  has  a  preparation  for  extracting  teeth 
without  pain,  which  process  has  been  the  means 
of  bringing  him  a  large  patronage.  The  doctor 
travels  about  through  the  county,  having  an  office 
in  several  different  places,  although  he  makes  his 
headquarters  in  Frankford. 

Dr.  Kirtley  and  Miss  Cynthia  A.  Franklin 
were  married  April  2,  1874.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Clarke  County,  this  State,  near  Winchester, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Josephine 
(Lowry)  Franklin,  also  natives  of  the  above 
county.  Mr.  Franklin  was  for  many  years  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Hannibal, 
and  was  the  son  of  James  Franklin,  who  came 
to  Kentucky  from  Virginia.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Kirtley  was  twice  married,  becoming  by  his  first 
union  the  parent  of  one  son  a  ad  two  daughters. 
His  second  marriage  was  with  Ann  IM.  Beavers 
(nee  Burns)  and  to  them  was  born  a  son. 

The  mother  of  our  subject’s  wife  died  in  1866, 
aged  twenty-seven  years.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  P.  and  Cynthia  A.  (Higbee)  Lowry, 
who  came  to  this  State  from  Kentucky  about 
1830.  Her  father  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
public  affairs  and  for  twenty  years  was  a  Judge 
in  Clarke  County.  While  living  in  Kentucky  he 
was  Sheriff  of  Jessamine  County. 

To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirtley  have  been  born  four 
children:  Otto  F.,  IMattie  J.,  Lutie  F.  and  Vi- 


neta.  They  are  both  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  the  doctor 
united  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  of  which 
Mrs.  Kirtley  has  been  a  member  since  her  eight¬ 
eenth  year. 


WILLIAM  D.  M’LEAN,  grocer,  of 
Louisiana,  IMo.,  was  born  in  Argyle- 
-  shire,  Scotland,  IMay  2,  1839,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  O.  and  Mary  McLean,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Argyleshire.  They  emigrated  to 
Canada  in  1847,  locating  in  Bromptongore, 
Lower  Canada,  now  the  Province  of  Quebec; 
the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  1869 
he  moved  to  Louisiana,  Mo.,  and  later  to  Wich¬ 
ita,  Kan.,  where  he  died  in  1892.  His  father  was 
in  the  British  war  and  took  part  in  the  war 
against  Napoleon.  He  died  soon  after  the  battle 
of  Waterloo.  His  widow  is  now  living  in  Wich¬ 
ita,  Kan.  She  and  her  husband  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  fourteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are 
now  living;  Lauchlin,  railroad  contractor  in 
Canada;  Thomas  K.,  of  Wichita,  Kan.;  William 
D.,  our  subject;  Flora,  widow  of  David  Lestor, 
of  Sedalia,  Mo.;  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  W.  Tem¬ 
pleton,  of  Louisiana;  John  W.,  of  Chicago,  with 
Harper  Bros.;  Agnes,  wife  of*John  A.  Lake,  of 
Louisiana;  Mary,  wife  of  John  IMcLeod,  of  Ari¬ 
zona;  Katie,  wife  of  James  Burke,  of  Bowling 
Green,  klo.;  Abby,  wife  of  Joseph  Dyer,  of  Wich¬ 
ita,  Kan.;  Murdock,  of  Wichita,  Kan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  then  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Richmond,  Lower  Canada, 
where  he  remained  until  the  war  broke  out,  when 
he  went  to  Chicago  and  offered  his  services  to 
Uncle  Sam.  He  enlisted  April  30,  1861,  and  was 
mustered  in  June  15,  at  Camp  Douglas,  as  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Twenty-third  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  Mulligan’s  Regiment, 
and  was  appointed  Orderly  Sergeant.  The  first 
action  was  at  Booneville,  and  then,  after  wan- 
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dering  about  Missouri,  the  regiment  went  into 
camp  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  where  they  met  Price, 
and  after  several  days’  fight,  surrendered  on  the 
31st.  He  was  paroled  and  sent  home  afoot.  Pie 
was  subsequently  exchanged  and  was  tran.s- 
ferred  to  the  Sixty-fifth  Illinois,  a  Scotch  regi¬ 
ment,  and  assigned  to  Company  K.  This  regi¬ 
ment  became  a  part  of  the  Potomac  army  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  McClellan.  Mr.  McLean 
took  part  in  the  Harper’s  Ferry  fight  and  was 
again  taken  prisoner.  He  was  sent  to  camp  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  and  was  discharged  November 
14,  1862.  Not  being  satisfied  with  his  army  ex¬ 
perience,  he  later  went  to  Ohio  and  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  which  regi¬ 
ment  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
He  was  duty  Sergeant,  and  detailed  as  clerk  to 
the  Provost  Marshal  of  the  cavalry  corps,  ex¬ 
cept  when  fighting  was  going  on.  He  was  in 
Kilpatrick’s  Cavalry  and  met  the  enemy  in  bat¬ 
tle  at  Snow  Hill  under  Morgan,  who  was  routed. 
He  was  next  at  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  then  at  Chick- 
amauga.  He  was  on  detached  duty  as  a  scout 
through  the  winter  following  and  when  a  move 
on  Atlanta  was  made  he  was  with  Sherman  s 
Army  and  took  part  in  all  of  the  engagements  of 
the  regiment  from  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign  against  Atlanta  to  its  final  capture. 
After  the  fall  of  Atlanta  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
making  out  the  list  of  the  Twenty-third  Missis¬ 
sippi  soldiers  who  were  taken  prisoners.  His 
regiment  now  went  into  camp  and  subsequently 
was  sent  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  it  was  mus¬ 
tered  out.  Our  subject  then  came  home  to  en¬ 
gage  in  peaceful  pursuits,  having,  as  he  thought, 
done  enough  to  entitle  him  to  citizenship.  But 
on  the  invasion  of  Missouri  by  Price  the  old  war 
spirit  retook  possession  of  him  and  he  enlisted 
September  27,  1864,  as  Fifth  Sergeant  of  Com¬ 
pany  C,  the  Eleventh  Enrolled  Militia,  but  was 
relieved  from  duty  November  3,  the  same  year. 
This  was  his  last  service  and  he  then  settled  in 
St.  Louis  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  grocery 
house  of  P.  J.  Hannon.  He  was  there  until 
March,  1870,  and  then  went  to  Louisiana,  i\Io., 
and  engaged  in  the  grocer}'  business  for  himself 
for  two  years.  He  removed  to  Bowling  Green, 


where  he  carried  on  the  same  business  for  twenty 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Louisiana  and  opened 
a  store  again  at  No.  119  Georgia  Street,  where  he 
carries  a  fine  line  of  fancy  and  staple  groceries 
and  has  a  large  and  increasing  trade.  It  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  note  that  the  principal  trade  in  the 
grocery  business  is  carried  on  by  veterans  of  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  McLean  was  married  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
October  26,  1866,  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Armstrong,  to 
Laura  Mosely,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Keithley)  Mosely.  She  was  born  in  Bowling 
Green,  Mo.,  October  15,  1847,  and  died  Eebru- 
ary  24,  1883,  Bowling  Green,  where  she  had 
lived  the  greater  part  of  her  life.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Watson  Seminar}^  Ashley,  Mo.  She 
was  an  invalid  for  a  long  time,  and,  feeling  that 
she  was  about  to  leave  this  world,  she  called  the 
children  about  her  and  gave  them  good  Chris¬ 
tian  counsel  and  requested  them  all  to  meet  her 
in  heaven  and  then  peacefully  passed  to  that 
brighter  world. 

Rest,  weary  hand,  from  all  thy  silent  griefs  and 
secret  pains. 

The  profitless  regrets  and  longings  vain. 

Wisdom  and  love  have  ordered  all  the  path. 

All  shall  be  blessedness  and  bright  at  last. 

Cast  off  the  cares  that  have  so  long  oppressed. 

Rest,  sweetly  rest. 

The  children  by  this  marriage  are:  Virgie,  at 
home;  John  L,  now  in  Denver,  Col.,  the  pat¬ 
entee  of  the  electric  switchboard;  Harry,  with 
Siegel,  Cooper  &  Co.,  Chicago;  William  B.,  Avith 
his  father  in  the  grocery  store;  Nellie,  at  home. 
Eive  children  died  at  an  early  age. 

October  28,  1884,  our  subject  married  Cora 
Howard  and  of  the  union  two  children  were 
born:  IMetta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months, 
and  Abbie,  now  in  her  eighth  year.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Lean  is  a  member  of  the  iMethodist  Church 
North,  while  her  husband  and  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  I.  O.  O.  E.,  A.  O.  LT.  W.,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
the  O.  of  M.,  and  has  passed  through  all  the 
chairs  in  the  I.  O.  O.  E.,  in  which  fraternity  he 
stands  high. 
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In  politics  Mr.  McLean  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  the  owner  of  some  real  estate  in  Bowling  Green 
and  the  owner  of  two  twenty-acre  tracts  in 
Cicero,  which  he  rents.  He  also  owns  his  store 
property  and  has  a  dwelling  on  the  corner  of 
Ninth  and  Griffith  Streets.  IMr.  McLean  evident¬ 
ly  deserves  the  success  he  has  met  with  in  his 
business.  From  the  landing  on  the  shores  of 
this  country  he  became  devoted  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republic,  which  he  fought  to  preserve  and 
still  upholds.  He  is  an  honor  to  the  country  of 
his  nativity  and  to  the  country  of  his  adoption. 


Thomas  M.  EVANS  is  one  of  the  largest 
landholders  and  honored  residents  of 
Ralls  County.  He  enjoys  the  reputation 
of  being  not  only  a  successful  agriculturist  and 
progressive  citizen,  but  a  thoroughly  posted  man 
in  all  public  affairs.  He  has  always  been  noted 
for  honorable  and  upright  dealing,  and  his  ex¬ 
ample  of  industry  and  his  earnest  and  sincere 
endeavor  to  succeed  in  life  are  well  worthy  of 
imitation  by  the  rising  generation. 

INIr.  Evans  was  born  in  Bullitt  County,  Ky., 
May  i6,  1847,  is  the  son  of  William  H.  and 
Martha  (Clayton)  Evans,  born  respectively  in 
\drginia  and  Kentucky.  William  Evans  was 
young  when  his  parents  removed  westward  to 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  settled  in  Bullitt 
County  on  a  farm.  There  he  was  reared  to  ma¬ 
ture  years  and  married,  after  which  event  he  be¬ 
gan  farming  on  his  own  account.  He  was  a 
wagon-maker  and  wood-worker  by  trade  and 
worked  at  this  business  at  odd  times,  having  a 
shop  located  on  the  home  place. 

In  the  year  1859  the  father  of  our  subject  dis¬ 
posed  of  the  homestead  in  Bullitt  County  and 
started  for  INIissouri.  He  chose  for  his  home  a 
large  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  in 
Cass  County,  and  there  lived  in  peace  and  quiet 
until  1863,  when  his  sentiments  regarding  the 
war  not  agreeing  with  those  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  he  was  ordered  to  leave  the  country.  He 


accordingly  sold  out  and  became  a  resident  of 
Ralls  County,  residing  near  Madisonville.  There 
he  leased  land  and  improved  the  same,  making 
it  his  home  until  his  decease,  which  occurred 
April  13,  1875.  Mrs.  Martha  Evans  is  still  liv¬ 
ing,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  William  G., 
near  our  subject’s  place. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Evans  there 
was  granted  a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
iMary  married  Henry  Leiter  and  resides  in  this 
county;  Samuel  C.  married  Mrs.  Susan  Carr, 
and  on  hier  decease  chose  for  his  second  com¬ 
panion,  Miss  Nannie  Leiter,  and  now  makes  his 
home  in  this  county;  our  subject  was  the  third 
born;  William  G.  resides  on  a  good  farm  near 
Thomas  M.,  and  with  him  his  mother  makes  her 
home;  Julia  is  now  Mrs.  John  Houser  and  re¬ 
sides  near  New  London;  her  husband  is  de¬ 
ceased;  Martha  married  Joseph  Bridgewater, 
and  on  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  David 
Wallace,  also  of  New  London,  AIo. ;  James  B. 
married  Miss  Cassie  Brothers  and  is  living  one- 
half  mile  distant  from  our  subject. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  well  educated 
and  remained  at  home  until  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority,  when  he  began  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own 
account.  He  worked  the  farm  of  Henry  Butler 
for  two  years  on  shares,  after  which  he  rented 
land  from  that  gentleman  and  was  an  inmate  of 
his  household  for  two  years  more.  IMarch  2, 
1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Betty  Alford,  a 
native  of  this  county  and  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
Thompson  and  Martha  (Yeager)  Alford,  both 
natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  The  Captain 
obtained  his  title  by  commanding  a  company  in 
the  Confederate  service  during  the  late  war.  He 
is  now  living  in  Vandalia. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Evans  rented  for 
two  years  a  farm  three  miles  south  of  Madison¬ 
ville,  this  county,  after  which  he  purchased  the 
eighty  acres  included  in  his  present  fine  estate. 
He  prospered  from  the  first  in  his  management 
of  the  place  and  gradually  added  more  land,  un¬ 
til  today  he  is  the  possessor  of  three  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  under 
the  most  advanced  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Evans  carries  on  general  farming  and  also  raises 
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a  large  number  of  the  best  breed  of  horses, 
cattle,  etc. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  a  family  of  seven  children,  namely:  Eva 
M.;  Claud  T. ;  Bertie  M. ;  Bessie  M.;  William; 
Josie  Y. ;  and  one  who  died  unnamed.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Evans  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  takes 
a  leading  part  in  local  affairs,  and  his  influence 
is  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He 
has  made  many  friends  during  his  long  residence 
in  this  county,  who  esteem  him  highly  for  his 
worth  and  upright  character. 


COL.  CORNELIUS  VOORHIS.  The 
subject  of  this  memoir  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
having  been  born  on  a  farm  adjoining 
the  town  of  Lebanon,  Warren  County,  May  i, 
1827.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Susan  W. 
(Stephenson)  Voorhis.  The  former  was  born  on 
the  same  farm  as  our  subject,  and  was  the  son  of 
Daniel  Voorhis,  a  native  of  Hackensack,  N.  J., 
who  married  Maria  Rollman  and  had  many  chil¬ 
dren,  among  whom  was  Cornelius  Voorhis,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Voorhis  was  born  May  29,  1767,  and  was 
the  son  of  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  1737.  Daniel 
was  the  son  of  Petres  Albertse  van  Voorhis,  born 
in  1706.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  Albert  Ste- 
vense  van  Voorhees,  who  was  a  son  of  Stevense 
Coerte  van  Voorhees,  a  native  of  Hesse,  Holland. 
Peter  Voorhis  was  born  March  7,  1798,  and  his 
wife,  Susan,  March  17,  1802.  The  family  is  of 
Dutch  origin,  the  progenitor  of  all  the  Voorhises 
of  this  country,  now  scattered  over  pretty  nearly 
all  the  States  and  Territories,  having  emigrated 
from  Holland  in  1660,  and  settled  at  Flatlands, 
on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  One  of  his  sons  settled 
at  Hackensack,  N.  J. 

The  ancestral  name  was  written  Van  Voorhees. 
Nearly  all  the  descendants  have  dropped  the 
prefix  “Van,”  and  some  have  changed  the  “ees” 
into  “ies,”  “is,”  and  some  curtail  to  Voris. 

Cornelius  Voorhis,  the  grandfather,  for  whom 


our  subject  was  named,  when  a  young  man,  with 
two  brothers,  sought  his  fortune  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  late  in  the  last  century,  and  paused  at  Hunt- 
erstown,  where  resided  a  family  named  Montfort, 
whose  ancestors  were  Huguenots  who  fled 
from  persecution  In  France  to  Holland.  The  an¬ 
cestors  of  this  family  had  preceded  the  Voor- 
heeses  to  this  country.  They  had  lost  all  their 
French  characteristics  except  their  name,  and 
knew  no  language  but  the  Dutch.  There  were 
three  sisters  in  the  family,  whom  three  brothers, 
Cornelius,  Albert  and  Johannes,  married,  and  all 
migrated  to  Kentucky  and  took  up  abode  in 
Daniel  Boone’s  fort  until  they  could  look  out  for 
a  permanent  location. 

Cornelius,  and  perhaps  his  two  brothers,  pur¬ 
chased  lands  from  Daniel  Boone  in  the  vicinity 
of  where  Bardstown  was  located.  Boone  did  not 
know  as  much  about  land  titles  as  he  did  about 
hunting  and  fighting  Indians,  and  he  neglected 
to  secure  his  titles.  Even  in  those  early  days 
the  land  shark  was  abroad  in  the  land,  and  Boone 
and  all  who  purchased  from  him  became  his  vic¬ 
tims.  Near  the  close  of  the  last  century  Corne¬ 
lius  Voorhis,  with  his  wife,  Margaret,  and  three 
sons,  Jacob,  James  and  Daniel,  an  infant  in  arms, 
together  with  other  dissatisfied  land  losers,  turned 
their  faces  toward  the  new  El  Dorado,  Ohio, 
where  they  determined  to  form  a  colony.  Peter, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  1789.  His  brothers  and  sisters  all  married 
and  established  homes,  but  he  remained  at  home 
with  his  widowed  mother  and,  procuring  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  other  heirs,  worked  the  homestead, 
married  and  carried  on  farming  until  he  had 
three  children  born  to  him,  when,  farming  be¬ 
coming  unprofitable,  hay  selling  at  three  dollars 
a  ton,  he  began  to  cast  about  for  something  bet¬ 
ter.  He  at  length  sold  the  farm  and  purchased  a 
store  and  dwelling  in  the  Village  of  Palmyra,  six 
miles  from  Lebanon,  on  the  high  road  leading  to 
Cincinnati  and  twenty  miles  from  that  city.  The 
name  of  the  village  was  subsequently  changed  to 
Mason.  Cornelius  was  but  two  or  three  years  old 
when  this  removal  transpired.  Here  he  spent 
most  of  his  boyhood,  attending  the  district  school 
in  an  ancient  log  school  house,  which  accommo- 
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dated  the  village  children  as  well  as  those  from  ! 

I 

the  neighboring-  country  around.  In  the  sum-  [ 
mer  time,  when  there  was  no  school,  he  generally  i 
took  to  rod  and  gun,  or  sundry  youthful  sports  j 
with  village  companions.  He,  however,  was  mo.‘;t 
fond  of  squirrel  hunting  with  a  rifle  in  the  neigh¬ 
boring  woods,  where  the  gray  scpurrel  more  or 
less  abounded,  and  in  the  autumn  when  the  wild 
pigeon  came  in  cloud  flocks.  His  father  always 
kept  a  rifle,  and  before  Cornelius  had  grown  to 
the  height  of  the  gun  he  was  wont  to  shoulder 
the  heavy  weapon  and  away  to  the  woods,  seldom 
returning  in  the  evening  without  squirrels  or 
birds  dangling  at  his  belt. 

The  family  increased  to  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  viz:  Robert,  Stephenson,  Hetty  L., 
Charles  L.,  David  J.,  Margaret  Ann  and  Mary 
Frances,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  third 
child.  The  father  looked  about  him,  and,  seeing 
no  prospects  for  his  sons,  but  possibly  an  idle 
life  in  their  then  condition,  and  no  opportunity 
in  the  village  for  the  beginning  of  a  successful 
life,  determined  to  give  his  boys  a  better  educa¬ 
tion  than  the  village  school  afforded.  He  selected 
Cory’s  Academy,  situated  on  Pleasant  Hill,  six  or 
seven  miles  from  Cincinnati,  on  the  Alill  Creek 
turnpike  road  leading  to  Hamilton  and  other 
towns,  an  institution  at  which  Col.  John  Noble 
and  other  distinguished  men  received  their  pri¬ 
mary  education.  Accordingly,  with  his  elder 
brother,  Cornelius  was  sent  off  to  the  Academy, 
where  they  remained  for  several  years  “imbibing 
of  learning’s  imperial  springs.”  It  was  the  father’s 
wish  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  should  pre¬ 
pare  himself  to  enter  upon  the  profession  of  the 
law.  In  the  meantime  the  father  disposed  of  his 
properties  in  and  about  Mason,  and  purchased 
a  small  farm  in  Hamilton  Count}',  four  or  five 
miles  from  Cincinnati,  on  Duck  Creek,  and 
moved  onto  it.  Here  the  daughter  Hetty  was 
married  to  Dr.  J.  M.  Baxter,  who  was  located  at 
the  village  of  Chester,  in  Butler  County.  This 
was  the  first  break  in  the  family.  Dr.  Baxter 
moved  onto  a  farm  in  Iowa.  He  finally  took  up 
his  residence  in  IMount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  where  he 
died  several  years  ago.  His  widow  now  resides 
with  a  married  daughter  in  Elreno,  O.  T. 


IMr.  \Morhis,  though  proving  himself  an  in¬ 
dustrious  student,  became  restless  under  scho¬ 
lastic  discipline,  and  longed  to  enter  into  the  con¬ 
test  of  life,  so  he  persuaded  his  father,  who  would 
not  be  able  to  set  him  up  in  business,  to  allow 
him  to  obtain  a  situation  in  a  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  city.  The  father  therefore  pro¬ 
cured  him  a  situation  in  a  retail  dry  goods  house, 
where  he  bent  all  his  energies  on  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  mercantile  business.  He  remained 
in  this  position  until  a  young  man,  a  relative, 
came  frona  St.  Louis,  who  informed  him  that  that 
city  was  the  place  for  a  young  man  to  begin  life, 
and  assured  him  that  if  he  would  accompany  him 
back  he  could  secure  him  a  good  situation  in  a 
first-class  retail  establishment.  His  ambition  was 
excited  at  the  prospect  and  he  concluded  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  invitation.  He  accordingly  informed  his 
family  of  his  intention,  and  the  father  and  mother 
gave  their  consent,  not  without  some  misgivings, 
for  St.  Louis  at  that  day  seemed  far  off  in  the  un¬ 
certain  farther  West. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Voorhis  found  himself  in  the 
great  ^Mississippi  Valley  metropolis,  and  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  proprietors  of  a  leading  retail 
dry  goods  house  as  an  applicant  for  a  situation. 
The  proprietors,  perceiving  a  young  and  inex¬ 
perienced  youth  before  them,  hesitated,  doubting 
his  ability  to  fill  the  position  satisfactorily,  but 
on  solicitation  of  his  relative  concluded  to  give 
him  a  trial.  He  entered  enthusiastically  into  his 
work  and  was  not  long  in  convincing  them  that 
he  was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  situation  for  several  years,  until 
1854,  giving  his  attention  to  and  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  details  of  the  dry  goods 
business.  In  that  year  he  was  offered  a  promis¬ 
ing  situation  in  Salt  Lake  City,  which  he  hastened 
to  accept.  Engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits  for 
a  period  of  three  years  with  successful  results,  he 
returned  to  St.  Louis  and  started  in  the  wholesale 
dry  goods  business.  Desiring  to  be  anchored 
permanently,  he  sought  in  marriage  the  hand  of 
Louie  B.  Hull,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Hull,  a  re¬ 
tired  merchant  and  influential  citizen,  and  she  be¬ 
came  his  wife.  But  his  happiness  was  short-lived, 
for  she  soon  after  died  in  accouchement.  This 
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was  the  first  great  sorrow  of  his  life,  and  he 
mourned  the  loss  of  his  beloved  wife  with  a  true 
affection.  For  several  years  he  was  retired  from 
business,  attending  to  his  various  property  af¬ 
fairs. 

Even  during  the  uncertain  and  depressing  days 
of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Voorhis  succeeded  fairly 
well,  and  by  thrift  and  judicious  economy  ac¬ 
quired  property  interests  of  increasing  value. 
After  a  retirement  of  six  or  seven  years  from 
active  business,  in  1874  he  became  a  resident  of 
Hannibal  and  again  entered  upon  mercantile  pur¬ 
suits.  At  first  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Worthington  &  Co.,  in  the  dry  goods  business, 
and  after  that  firm  was  dissolved  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  Williams  &  Co.,  and  later  with  Cobb 
&  Co.,  in  the  clothing  and  shoe  business. 

In  his  various  undertakings  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  prospered  in  a  very  satisfactory  de¬ 
gree,  always  exercising  a  cool  and  deliberate 
judgment,  which  has  enabled  him  to  escape  many 
of  the  uncertainties  of  active  business,  and  has 
consequently  assisted  him  in  acquiring  a  very 
comfortable  competency  to  lessen  the  cares  and 
vicissitudes  of  his  declining  years,  besides  giving 
him  leisure  to  enjoy  the  society  of  his  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Stillwell  and  Mrs.  C.  T.  Lamb, 
and  the  reverence  and  affection  of  their  children. 
He  has  acquired  considerable  real  estate,  among 
which  are  two  farms  in  St.  Louis  County,  one  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  and  the  other 
of  fifty-five  acres  adjoining  the  City  of  St.  Louis; 
a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  in  St.  Charles  County,  and  two  homesteads 
in  Ralls  County,  one  comprising  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  He  also  owns  valuable  posses¬ 
sions  in  both  the  Cities  of  St.  Louis  and  Han¬ 
nibal. 

When  a  reasonable  time  had  elapsed  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  as  mentioned  above.  Col.  Voor¬ 
his  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Gordon, 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Breckenridge) 
Gordon,  both  of  distinguished  Kentucky  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  i860,  and  of  this  union  there  were  born 
three  children:  Lulu  H.,  who  married  R.  H. 
Stillwell  (see  his  sketch  on  another  page);  David 


J.,  deceased,  and  Margaret  D.,  wife  of  Charles 
T.  Lamb.  Mrs.  Voorhis  died  in  1868  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  lamented  by  a  large 
circle  of  relatives  and  friends. 

Col.  Voorhis,  although  strictly  attentive  to  his 
business  interests,  has  never  lost  fondness  for 
the  pleasures  of  the  rod  and  gun,  and  to  this  day 
joins  sympathetic  friends  in  hunting  and  fishing 
excursions  in  the  proper  seasons.  He  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  select  Hickman  Club,  of 
Hannibal,  and  participates  heartily  in  its  annual 
festivities.  In  all  his  social  relations  he  is  frank 
and  genial,  loyal  to  his  friendships,  benevolent 
and  generous  to  the  deserving  and  is  a  most 
worthy  citizen.  He  is  always  wont  to  believe  that 
blood  is  thicker  than  water,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
extend  a  hand  to  his  less  fortunate  relatives. 

As  a  citizen  Col.  Voorhis  is  enterprising,  always 
willing  to  join  any  measure  promising  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare.  He  has  held  offices  of  public  trust 
with  approval,  such  as  Collector  of  Internal 
Revenue  for  the  Eourth  Revenue  District  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  City  Treasurer  of  Hannibal.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Hannibal  Bank,  and 
is  still  a  director  of  the  same.  He  is  still  hale 
and  hearty,  with  promise  of  a  long  life  of  use¬ 
fulness,  for  he  comes  of  long-lived  ancestors.  In 
politics  he  is  a  liberal  Democrat,  reserving  the 
right  to  choose  between  candidates  in  local  in¬ 
terests. 


JOHN  N.  CALDWELL.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  the  biographer  to  head  this  sketch  with 
the  name  of  the  man  who  is  in  every  sense 
worthy  of  the  distinction  accorded  by  honorable 
mention  among  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
community  in  which  he  has  passed  so  many  of 
the  active  years  of  his  life.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
State  and  was  born  near  West  Ely,  Marion 
County,  October  27,  1854. 

John  and  Sarah  (Lashley)  Caldwell,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Virginia  and  Belmont  County,  Ohio.  They  met 
and  were  married  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  there 
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continued  to  live  and  farm  until  the  year  1837. 
At  that  period  they  moved  westward  to  this 
State,  settling  near  West  Ely,  where  the  father 
purchased  property  and  lived  until  his  decease,, 
in  1856.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1890, 
when  she  too  passed  away.  He  was  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  agriculturist  and  became  one  of  the  earli¬ 
est  residents  of  the  county,  it  being  then  little 
more  than  a  wilderness,  unimproved  and  unset¬ 
tled. 

The  family  of  sons  and  daughters  born  to  John 
and  Sarah  Caldwell  all  died  in  infancy  with  the 
exception  of  the  four  named,  as  follows:  Eze¬ 
kiel,  Samuel,  Sarah,  and  John  N.  The  first- 
named  married  a  Miss  Bradley  and,  on  her 
death,  became  the  husband  of  ]^ss  Fanny  Stone; 
they  are  now  living  near  New  London.  Samuel 
took  for  his  wife  Miss  Kate  Hunt,  who  died,  and 
he  was  then  married  to  IMrs.  Ellen  Smith;  he  is 
now  deceased  and  she  makes  her  home  in  Linn 
County,  this  State.  Sarah  married  John  Dice, 
and  afterward  became  the  wife  of  John  Mattox, 
who  is  deceased;  she  is  a  resident  of  Hannibal. 

Our  subject  attended  school  during  the  winter 
season  until  attaining  his  sixteenth  year,  when 
he  assumed  the  entire  management  of  the  home 
farm  in  Marion  County.  Four  years  later,  Janu¬ 
ary  30,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nina 
Reeves,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  1857.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Reeves,  and  her  father  was  killed  while  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  late  war. 

After  his  union  our  subject  continued  to  man¬ 
age  the  home  farm  near  West  Ely  until  1882, 
when  the  homestead  was  sold  and  he  came  to 
Ralls  County.  He  first  purchased  forty  acres  of 
choice  land  and,  on  disposing  of  that  some  time 
thereafter,  became  the  proprietor  of  an  eighty- 
acre  tract,  which  he  has  added  to  until  he  now 
has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  This  is  all 
well  cultivated,  bearing  a  full  line  of  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  way  of  good  buildings  and  modern 
machinery,  and  is  stocked  with  fine  breeds  of 
horses,  cattle,  and  swine,  from  the  raising  of 
which  the  owner  derives  a  good  income. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  there  have  been 
born  seven  children,  namely:  Samuel  F.,  whose 


birth  occurred  December  27,  1875;  Annie,  born 
August  25,  1877,  is  deceased;  Rhoda,  May  10, 
1879;  Bert,  August  30,  1882;  Alice,  November 
10,  1887;  Eddie,  January  22,  1890,  and  Leslie, 
August  15,  1892. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  working 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  they  contribute  regularly  and  liberally. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party 
and  lends  his  influence  to  the  furtherance  of  its 
principles  and  support  of  its  measures  on  all 
necessary  occasions.  He  has  always  fulfilled 
the  duties  of  citizenship  in  a  faithful  manner  and 
is  a  loyal  resident  of  the  community. 


Thomas  a.  goodwin.  The  subject  of 

this  present  sketch  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  resides  on  Section  14,  Township  53, 
Range  7,  Ralls  County.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
State  and  was  born  November  15,  1858,  in  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  to  Richard  and  Nancy  (Parker) 
Goodwin.  The  father  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
England,  while  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

At  the  age  of  twentv-two  vears  Richard  left 
his  English  home,  and,  accompanied  by  a  cousin, 
came  to  America.  His  destination  being  one 
of  the  western  States  he  continued  his  way  to¬ 
ward  the  setting  sun  and  halted  in  Lincoln  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.  For  one  year  he  was  employed  as  clerk 
in  a  store  at  Cappel  Gray,  when  he  removed  to 
Anderson  County,  where  his  marriage  occurred 
soon  after.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade,  but  never 
worked  at  the  business  in  America,  as  he  found 
farming  to  be  the  more  profitable  venture.  In 
1870  he  became  the  owner  of  the  farm  on  which 
he  is  now  living  and  is  retired  from  the  active  la¬ 
bors  of  life. 

Richard  and  Nancy  Goodwin  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Lizzie,  the  wife 
of  L.  S.  Cowley;  Thomas  A.,  of  this  sketch; 
iMartha,  who  died  when  aged  twenty  years; 
Sarah  Ann,  also  deceased;  Guy  H.,  married  Miss 
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Jane  Norman,  and  is  living  in  Wellington,  Mo.; 
Louisa  is  now  Mrs.  Elijah  Meyers,  a  resident 
of  Pike  County,  this  State;  Richard,  at  home. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  attaining  his  majority,  in  the  mean¬ 
time  being  given  a  good  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools.  March  i8,  1880,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Ann  Inlow,  who  was  born  in  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  January  30,  1859.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Louisa  (Branstutter)  Inlow,  natives 
of  Pike  and  Audrain  Counties,  Mo.,  respectively. 
Their  marriage  occurred  in  Audrain  County, 
Mo.,  in  1855,  where  they  remained  three  years 
and  went  to  Pike  County,  Mo.,  where  they  have 
continued  to  reside.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inlow 
were  born  the  following  children:  Jennie,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Joseph  M.  Kelly;  Annie  E.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  James  Cheadle, 
residing  near  McCune’s  Station;  John  S.,  living 
in  Ralls  County ;  Cornelius  H.,  living  in  Audrain 
County,  Mo.;  Saphronie  B.,  residing  with  her 
parents  at  McCune’s  Station;  Dudley  B.,  living 
in  Pike  County,  Mo.;  Thomas  L. ;  Edgar  and 
Ezra,  twins,  residing  with  parents;  and  William 
A.  Mr.  Inlow  engaged  in  farming  imtil  1883, 
at  which  time  he  went  into  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  at  McCune’s  Station  and  continued  there 
until  1893,  when  his  place  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
He  then  returned  to  farming  for  two  years,  when 
he  resumed  his  old  business  at  McCune’s  Sta¬ 
tion,  where  he  now  resides  with  his  wife  and 
above  mentioned  children.  He  was  Postmaster 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  1883  to  1893,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  first  rented  a 
tract  of  land  near  Erankford,  Pike  County, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  near  his  father's 
place.  One  year  thereafter  he  sold  this,  and  com¬ 
ing  to  Ralls  County  again  became  a  renter  for 
four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm  of  eighty-four  acres,  all 
of  which  is  cultivated  and  bears  the  best  class  of 
improvements  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  ma¬ 
chinery. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  are  the  parents  of  four 


children.  The  eldest  died  in  infancy;  Jessie 
Atha,  Sarah  Louisa,  and  Edith  Wilda  Bell  are 
at  home.  Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  holding  connection  with  Perry 
Lodge.  In  politics  he  supports  Democratic  can¬ 
didates.  The  Baptist  Church  at  Hutchinson  re¬ 
gards  him  as  one  of  its  most  valued  members  and 
to  this  congregation  Mrs.  Goodwin  also  belongs. 


JOHN  M.  HURLEY,  a  prosperous  farmer 
on  Section  10,  Township  53,  Range  7, 
Ralls  County,  was  born  on  the  same  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  Eebruary  26,  1841.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Louisa  (Biggers)  Hur¬ 
ley,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  former  came  to 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  with  his  grandfather  Ely  on 
a  flatboat  in  1818,  settling  on  the  Ely  farm,  where 
they  lived  for  about  a  year,  and  then  came  to 
the  farm  where  our  subject  is  now  living. 

On  the  old  homestead  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  lived  until  his  death,  which  took  place  Octo¬ 
ber  24,  1867.  He  entered  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  when  locating  there,  on  which  he  erected 
a  substantial  log  cabin,  which  is  still  standing. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  in  October,  1841.  She 
was  a  Mrs.  Douley  before  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Hurley,  and  the  fruit  of  her  first  marriage  was 
one  daughter,  Josephine,  the  wife  of  John  R. 
Hall,  now  residing  at  Oakland,  Cal.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hurley  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
of  whom  James  married  Miss  Mary  Gilbert,  and 
is  now  living  in  St.  Louis,  IMo.;  William  is  a 
resident  of  Perry,  this  State;  and  Hiram  died  in 
Arizona  in  1881;  the  fourth  was  our  subject.  At 
the  time  of  his  mother’s  death  he  was  a  babe  of 
seven  months  and  was  cared  for  by  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Matilda  Biggers,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  attaining  his  majority. 

Being  seized  with  a  desire  to  see  something  of 
the  West,  our  subject,  accompanied  by  friends, 
set  out  for  Nevada,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  for  two  and  one-half  years,  then 
returned  home,  where  he  remained  until  the 
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spring  of  1874,  when  he  went  to  California  and 
farmed  for  two  years  and  a  half  in  Yolo  county. 
During  that  time  he  saved  quite  a  snug  sum 
of  money  and  returning  to  Ralls  County,  pur¬ 
chased  the  old  homestead,  which  was  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  acres.  To  this  he  has  added  as 
he  became  more  prosperous,  until  to-day  he  is 
the  proprietor  of  over  three  hundred  acres  of 
some  of  the  finest  and  most  highly  cultivated 
land  in  the  county.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers  of  this  section  and  John  IM. 
remembers  well  of  hearing  his  father  say  that  he 
had  killed  as  many  as  seven  elk  in  one  day. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  IMiss  Susan 
M.  Shell  occurred  February  12,  1868.  She  was 
born  in  this  county  March  7,  1846,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Aucret  T.  (Payne)  Shell, 
natives  of  Tennessee.  They  came  hither  at  an 
early  day  and  both  are  now  living  on  a  farm 
in  Audrain  County.  The  five  children  born  to 
IMr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley  are  Lydia,  Ethel,  Edith, 
James  Howard  and  Maude,  the  last-named  dy¬ 
ing  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  received  very  little  schooling,  but 
is  nevertheless  well  informed  on  all  subjects  of 
importance  and  interest  and  is  recognized  by  one 
and  all  as  a  progressive  and  substantial  farmer, 
owning  one  of  the  best  estates  within  the  confines 
of  the  county.  As  we  have  shown  he  is  truly  self- 
made  and  looks  with  satisfaction  on  an  honest 
and  industrious  past.  Socially,  he  is  a  United 
Workman,  holding  membership  with  the  lodge 
at  Perry,  and  is  insured  in  the  Bankers’  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company.  In  politics  he  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 


JAMES  W.  GREGG  operates  a  valuable 
farm  of  one  bundred  and  sixty  acres,  most 
of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The  place  is 
situated  on  Section  2,  Township  53,  Range  6, 
Ralls  County,  and  is  suitable  for  raising  cereals 
and  live  stock.  The  proprietor  has  made  his  for¬ 
tune  by  hard  labor  and  is  well  known  through¬ 
out  this  portion  of  the  county  as  a  straightfor¬ 


ward,  energetic  business  man,  and  is  greatly  re¬ 
spected  by  one  and  all. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Nelson  and 
Mary  Ann  (Haydon)  Gregg,  who  w^ere  both  born 
in  Virginia.  The  former  emigrated  to  Gallatin 
County,  Ky.,  with  his  parents  in  his  childhood 
and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  After  his  marriage 
he  concluded  to  make  agriculture  his  vocation 
and  lived  on  a  farm  in  Kentucky  until  1849, 
when  he  moved  to  Ralls  County.  Erom  that  time 
until  his  wdfe’s  death,  wdiich  occurred  about  1865, 
he  gave  his  attention  to  the  management  of  a 
farm  comprising  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
This  place  was  adjacent  to  the  one  now  owmed 
by  our  subject.  The  county  w'as  then  wild,  and 
the  senior  Gregg  was  one  of  the  first  to  erect  a 
dwelling  house  in  this  locality.  In  1866,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leake,  nee  Rice,  and  for  two 
years  lived  on  the  same  farm.  Then  retiring  from 
active  life  he  became  a  resident  of  Centre,  wdiere 
he  remained  for  fifteen  years.  He  then  broke  up 
housekeeping  and  passed  his  remaining  years 
wdth  his  children,  dying  at  the  home  of  one  of 
his  sons  in  Audrain  County,  in  1892.  His  wife 
did  not  long  survive  him,  being  called  to  the  si¬ 
lent  land  the  following  year. 

James  W.  Gregg  is  one  of  eight  children,  the 
others  being:  Elizabeth,  Isaac  S.,  Sarah  Cather¬ 
ine,  George  Waller,  George  IMorton,  Garvis  H. 
and  Luchian.  He  w'as  born  Aiigust  24,  1832,  in 
Gallatin  County,  Ky.,  and  in  common  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters  attended  the  district  schools 
of  that  period.  The  nearest  one  was  three  miles 
distant  from  home,  and,  owdng  to  this  fact,  as 
well  as  to  the  one  that,  as  the  eldest  son,  he  was 
early  obliged  to  help  his  father  in  the  farm  work, 
he  received  but  little  education.  When  he  was 
about  twenty-seven  years  of  age  his  father  gave 
him  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  with  this  as  a 
nucleus  of  fortune  his  success  was  secured.  He 
afterward  bought  more  land  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  quarter  section.  Since  becoming  a 
voter  he  has  exercised  his  duty  as  a  citizen  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  convictions,  by  supporting  the 
Democracy.  He  is  not  identified  with  any  fra¬ 
ternity  with  the  exception  of  the  “Wheel”  Lodge, 
an  organization  of  farmers. 
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December  29,  1859,  Mr.  Gregg  married  Eliza 
Jane  Butler,  who  was  born  May  ii,  1849,  in 
Ralls  County,  Mo.  Her  parents  were  Dudley 
and  Matilda  Butler,  the  former  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  hospitality  and  all  people  passing- 
through  this  section  found  a  ready  welcome  and 
were  urged  to  make  his  home  their  headquar¬ 
ters.  He  continued  to  dwell  on  the  farm  in  this 
neighborhood  until  his  death,  November  2l, 
1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregg  have  had  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  Nelson,  who  married  Susie 
Leake,  and  who  now  resides  near  Perry ;  Georgia 
Ann,  wife  of  Robert  Ellis,  who  owns  a  farm  two 
miles  east  of  here;  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James 
Gregory,  whose  home  is  a  mile  and  a  half  north¬ 
west  of  our  subject’s;  Dudley  B.,  whose  wife  was 
formerly  Alice  Turner;  William,  who  married 
Zelia  Lester;  Elbert  T.,  at  home;  Matilda  Cath¬ 
erine,  who  died  May  7,  1894;  Eannie  J.,  whose 
death  occurred  in  Eebruary,  1893;  Orie  Lee; 
Zadie  May,  and  Isa,  who  are  still  at  home.  The 
married  sons  are  all  noted  for  their  thrifty  and 
industrious  business  habits  and  are  a  credit  to 
the  community  in  which  they  dwell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gregg  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Madisonville  and  are  worthy  people  in 
every  respect. 


JOHN  E.  HOLLINGSWORTH.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  give  this  brief  no¬ 
tice  is  living  at  Hartford,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  business.  He  was  born  in  Davis  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ind.,  March  12,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Eli 
and  Harriet  (Hawkins)  Hollingsworth.  The 
father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  above  State 
and  county,  was  born  in  1833. 

Grandfather  Samuel  Hollingsworth  was  a 
Kentuckian  by  birth,  but  of  German  descent. 
His  ancestors  on  first  coming  to  America  settled 
in  Virginia,  whence  some  of  them  went  to  Ken¬ 
tucky.  In  that  State  Grandfather  Hollingsworth 
w'as  married,  after  which  event  he  moved  to 
Davis  County,  Ind.,  where  he  died  about  1867, 


well  advanced  in  years.  Two  of  his  sons,  Eli 
and  Philander,  enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  an  In¬ 
diana  regiment,  the  father  of  our  sribject  serving 
in  Company  G,  Seventy-fourth  Infantr}-,  under 
Gen.  Sherman.  He  saw  much  hard  fighting,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  following  well-known  engage¬ 
ments:  Resaca,  Cassville,  New  Hope  Church, 
Lost  Mountain,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Marietta, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savannah,  Benton- 
ville;  he  was  also  with  Sherman’s  Army  on  its 
march  to  the  sea.  After  peace  was  declared  he 
accompanied  the  remaining  members  of  his  reg¬ 
iment  to  Washington  and  participated  in  the 
grand  review  before  President  Lincoln.  He  was 
mustered  out  and  discharged  in  Indiana. 

Eli  Hollingsworth  was  married  to  Harriet 
Hawkins  before  entering  the  service  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  On  his  return  home  he  sold  his  farm  in  the 
Hoosier  State  and  moving  to  Kansas  lived  there 
for  about  four  years,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  being  dissatisfied 
with  farm  life  in  that  State,  he  came  to  Missouri 
and  located  in  Pike  County.  Here  he  purchased 
property  and  was  living  thereon  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1888. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Hawkins,  by  whom  she  was  reared,  her 
mother  having  died  when  she  was  very  small. 
Her  grandfather  was  Col.  William  Hawkins,  who 
built  a  fort  in  the  forks  of  the  White  River  when 
Indiana  was  still  a  Territory  and  infested  with 
the  Indians.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  in  that 
locality  and  the  stock  and  produce  which  he 
raised  were  shipped  down  the  river  in  flatboats 
and  sold  in  Southern  cities.  He  was  the  owner 
of  several  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
held  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends  in  the  community. 

Mrs.  Eli  Hollingsworth  died  on  the  farm  in 
this  county  in  1886.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  William  died  when  an 
infant.  The  others  were:  Samuel,  Anna,  Grace, 
Edward,  Charles,  Louis,  Minnie  and  John  E. 
Samuel  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  in 
Indiana  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  at  Vincennes,  that  State;  Anna  married 
Louis  IMotley,  a  merchant  and  farmer  of  And- 
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rain  County,  this  State;  Grace  is  now  Mrs.  iSI.  J. 
Jones,  also  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Pike  County; 
Charles  received  a  good  education  and  is  now 
farming  and  conducting  a  merchandise  establish¬ 
ment  in  this  county;  Louis  is  unmarried  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  brother  Charles;  Min¬ 
nie  is  living  with  her  brother  Samuel  in  Vin¬ 
cennes,  Ind.;  Edward  was  graduated  from  the 
public  schools  in  Bowling  Green,  !Mo.,  and  then, 
deciding  to  follow  a  professional  career,  en¬ 
tered  the  medical  department  of  the  Central  Uni¬ 
versity,  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  Tune  19,  1890.  He  at  once  located  for 
practice  at  Gazette,  where  he  is  now  living  and 
has  an  excellent  patronage.  He  was  married  to 
his  wife  Maggie  on  April  2,  1891,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  a  son,  Frank.  This  son 
of  Eli  Hollingsworth  is  a  IC.  of  H.,  and  in  poli¬ 
tics  is  a  Democrat.  In  religious  affairs  he  is  a 
member  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


SAMUEL  R.  ARCHAAIBEAU,as  his  name 
would  indicate,  is  of  French  descent,  his 
paternal  grandfather  having  been  a  native 
of  the  great  Republic  across  the  sea.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  ]\Io.,  and  since 
reaching  man’s  estate  has  lived  on  a  good  farm, 
situated  on  Section  14,  Township  53,  Range  7, 
Ralls  County.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  as  he 
started  out  to  fight  the  battles  of  life  without  cap¬ 
ital,  save  a  good  constitution  and  a  willing  heart. 
He  has  prospered  in  his  various  business  under¬ 
takings  and  is  well  known  and  esteemed  by  all. 

Charles  Archambeau  left  France  to  settle  in 
Canada  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  and  at 
^  one  time,  in  partnership  with  Col.  Paul  and  oth¬ 
ers,  owned  seven  acres  of  land,  now  the  heart  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  on  this  tract  the  first  court¬ 
house  was  erected.  His  death  occurred  near 
that  city  at  his  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  known  as  the  Gilbert  Landing.  In 
the  early  days  our  subject’s  father,  Charles,  wlio 
was  of  Canadian  birth,  was  an  engineer  on  a 


steamboat,  running  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul, 
and  this  occupation  he  continued  to  follow  until 
his  marriage.  During  the  winter  season  he  was 
engaged  in  cutting  and  shipping  cordwood,  and, 
wdien  there  was  no  ice  in  the  river,  w’as  em¬ 
ployed  on  steamers.  His  death  occurred  in  Pi’xe 
County  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 
He  left  a  w'idow',  formerly  Lucinda  Jeffries,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Tennessee,  and  tw'O  children,  our  subject 
and  James  T. ;  the  latter  is  now  living  wdth  his 
brother  on  the  farm,  but  for  many  years  traveled 
extensively.  ■  The  mother  went  to  live  with  her 
father,  Mr.  Jeffries,  on  his  farm  in  Saverton 
Township,  this  county,  and  in  a  year  or  so  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Alexander  Wilson,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  who  had  in  his  youth  come  to  this 
locality  with  an  uncle.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation  and  lived  on  various  homesteads  in 
Pike  and  Ralls  Counties,  his  death  occurring 
near  Elk  Lick  Springs,  in  March,  1874.  His 
wife  died  near  Frankford,  Pike  County,  Mo.,  in 
1864. 

S.  R.  Archambeau  .was  born  in  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  March  14,  1843,  grew  up  at  his  moth¬ 
er’s  home,  living  with  her  until  her  death,  when 
he  w'as  but  tw’enty-two  years  of  age.  He  then 
rented  a  farm  in  his  native  county  for  about  a 
year  and  in  1865  married  Elizabeth  W.,  daughter 
of  William  W.  Thompson.  She  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  and  in  i860  came  with 
her  father  to  IMissouri.  He  was  a  ship  carpen¬ 
ter  by  trade  and  w-as  employed  in  that  occupa¬ 
tion  until  coming  West,  wdien  he  settled  on  a 
farm.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  lying  northeast  of  Frank¬ 
ford  and  lived  thereon  for  tw^o  years.  Then  for 
fourteen  years  he  rented  various  farms  in  that 
county,  and,  after  coming  to  Ralls  County,  leased 
a  farm  for  five  years  near  New  London.  The 
following  year  he  operated  the  old  Briggs  farm, 
and  finally,  in  1889,  in  company  with  his  onl)’^ 
brother,  bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  two  years  later  adding  eighty 
acres  more.  They  have  made  many  substantial 
improvements  on  the  place  and  make  a  specialty 
of  raising  cereals,  such  as  wheat,  oats,  and  corn. 

To  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Archambeau  have  been  born 
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six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Charles  W., 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Elizabeth  T.,  wife 
of  Hugh  Muldron,  resides  in  Centre,  Mo.;  James 
H.  married  Minnie  Muldron  and  lives  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Perry,  Mo.;  the  next  child  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  unnamed;  John  D.  is  at  home,  and  Mary 
E.,  the  youngest,  is  attending  school. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  at  Prairie  View,  and  have 
always  been  foremost  in  the  support  of  worthy 
benevolent  and  religious  undertakings.  On 
questions  of  political  importance  Mr.  Archam*- 
beau  is  an  ally  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  he  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  Perry. 
He  will  leave  to  his  children  a  good  estate,  and 
what  is  far  better,  an  untarnished  name. 


WILLIAM  W.  WILLIAMS.  Num¬ 
bered  among  the  well-to-do  and 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Township 
56,  Range  8,  Marion  County,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  article  and  who  has  re¬ 
sided  in  this  locality  since  he  was  three  years  of 
age,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in 
Kentucky  and  Indiana  during  the  war.  He  be¬ 
gan  his  career  by  renting  land  and  at  length  had 
saved  sufficient  money  from  the  sale  of  his  crops 
to  purchase  a  homestead  of  his  own.  Erom  the 
start  he  has  had  his  own  way  to  make  and  though 
he  has  met  with  misfortunes  and  reverses,  such  as 
fall  to  the  lot  of  all,  he  has  met  them  with  a  brave 
heart  and  eventually  has  conquered. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Spotswood  S.  Wi'l- 
iams,  was  born  in  Virginia,  March  12,  1805,  and 
was  only  seven  years  of  age  when,  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  he  moved  to  Kentucky.  In  the  fall  of  1831 
he  went  to  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  and  in  1840 
came  to  Marion  County,  where  he  passed  his  de¬ 
clining  years.  By  trade  he  was  a  millwright, 
and  for  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  in  a  mercan¬ 
tile  business  in  California.  He  was  one  of  the 
“forty-niners”  who  drove  the  first  ox  team  over 
the  new  route  to  California,  and  on  arriving  on 


the  Pacific  Slope  was  successfully  engaged  in 
various  ventures  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Return¬ 
ing  then,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Marion  County 
and  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death  lived  a 
retired  live.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  politics  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat. 

October  2,  1831,  Mr.  Williams  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  R.  Sharpe,  who  was  born  in  Albemarle 
County,  Va.,  August  9,  1812,  their  union  being 
celebrated  in  Oldham  County,  Ky.  They  wei'e 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  had  the  love  and  high  regard  of  all 
who  knew  them.  The  last  few  years  of  their 
lives  they  passed  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  the 
father  dying  January  22,  1886,  and  the  mother  in 
August,  1873. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  eleven  children,  who  in 
order  of  birth  are  as  follows;  John  R.,  a  school 
teacher  and  trader;  Ann  E.,  wife  of  H.  Meflord, 
a  farmer  of  Morgan  County,  Mo.;  Mary  M., 
widow  of  George  W.  Smith  and  a  resident  of 
Kansas;  William  W.;  James  J.  W.,  who  died 
while  in  the  Confederate  Army;  Albert  G.,  at 
present  Postmaster  of  Lewistown,  Lewis  Gounty, 
Mo.;  Ellen  E.,  wife  of  William  1.  Taylor,  who 
operates  a  farm  in  Lewis  County;  Amanda  E., 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  H.  Shortridge,  a 
farmer  of  Monroe  County;  Belle  and  Adeline,  de¬ 
ceased,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

W.  W.  Williams  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County, 
this  State,  having  been  born  May  29,  1837.  He 
was  reared  under  the  loving  guidance  and  in¬ 
struction  of  his  parents,  and  was  given  superior 
school  advantages  for  those  days,  his  higher 
studies  being  pursued  at  the  Central  College, 
Howard  County,  Mo.,  the  Baptist  Seminary  at 
Palmyra  and  in  other  local  colleges.  In  1862  he 
left  home,  and,  going  to  Kentucky  and  from  there 
to  Indiana,  embarked  in  farming  operations  until 
1865,  when  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  assisted  in  managing  for  a  year.  Then 
for  the  next  two  years  he  rented  land,  and  in  1868 
bought  eighty  acres  of  fine  land,  a  portion  of  his 
present  farm.  This  place  now  numbers  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  and  in  addition  to  cultivating 
the  same  he  frequently  rents  adjacent  tracts  of 
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land,  on  which  he  raises  crops.  He  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  official  lionors,  but  has  al¬ 
ways  voted  the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 

In  1871  IMr.  Williams  and  Sarah  INI.  Reed  were 
married  at  Sharp’s  Chapel,  Alarion  County.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  James  L.  and  Elizabeth  C. 
(Shearman)  Reed,  and  was  born  in  Randolph 
County,  Mo.,  July  9,  1846.  She  is  one  of  two 
children,  the  other,  Annie  E.,  being  deceased. 
James  L.  Reed  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ky.,  in  1822,  and  died  October  4,  1852.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  was  a  native  of  Orange  County,  Va., 
born  January  18,  1823,  and  now  residing  at  the 
home 'of  our  subject.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  S.  (Rucker)  Shearman,  who  were 
married  in  Virginia  and  had  five  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth  C. ;  Alice  A.,  whose  home  is  in  iMonroe 
City;  William,  deceased;  George,  who  owns  a 
stock  ranch  in  California,  and  John,  who  is 
County  Assessor  and  whose  home  is  in  ^Monroe 
City. 

A  son  and  daughter  grace  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams,  namely:  James  S.  and  Annie 
M.,  who  are  both  living  at  home.  They  are  well 
educated  and  enterprising  young  people  who 
move  in  the  best  circles  of  the  community,  and  are 
well  fitted  to  occupy  and  adorn  any  position.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  and  are  always  liberal  in  their 
donations  toward  worthy  objects. 


Eli  I  rick,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
seven  and  one-half  acres  of  improved  land 
in  Ralls  County,  is  one  of  its  well-to-do 
agriculturists.  The  estate  is  located  on  Section 
12,  Township  53,  Range  7,  and  has  been  the 
home  of  this  gentleman  for  many  years.  INIr. 
Irick  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  April  29, 
1855.  His  parents  were  David  and  Susanna 
(Gephardt)  Irick,  also  born  and  reared  in  the 
above  State  and  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  all  his 
life,  following  this  vocation  until  1857  in  the 


;  Buckeye  State.  That  year  he  moved  to  Pike 
County,  Ill.,  and  purchasing  a  tract  of  land,  was 
occupied  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement  un¬ 
til  1880,  the  date  of  his  advent  into  INIissouri.  He 
at  once  located  in  Bates  County,  where  his  death 
took  place  August  i,  1888.  His  wife  was  after¬ 
ward  married  to  a  IMr.  Teadgen,  and  is  still  liv¬ 
ing,  making  her  home  on  a  farm  in  Cedar  Coun  • 
ty,  iMo. 

To  David  and  Susanna  Irick  there  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  we  make  the  following 
mention:  Malinda,  the  eldest,  became  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Barley,  and  lives  in  Pike  County,  Ill.; 
she  was  previorisly  married  to  Henry  Leeds  and 
both  husbands  are  deceased;  Joseph  T.  Irick 
married  Lucy  IMcCune,  and  makes  his  home  in 
Wndalia,  ]\Io.;  Eli,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  third 
born;  IMary  Ellen  is  the  widow  of  William  Tan¬ 
ner  and  lives  in  Bates  County;  Emily  Jane  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  jMcNight  and  makes  her  home  in 
Cedar  County,  this  State;  Clara  S.  married  Wash¬ 
ington  Walkerman,  and  is  a  resident  of  Bates 
County,  ]Mo.;  George  W.  married  Miss  Crockett 
and  is  living  in  Cedar  County,  Mo.;  the  eighth 
born  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  is  now  Mrs.  John 
Compton  and  lives  in  Bates  County. 

Our  subject  was  well  educated  and  remained 
at  home  until  attaining  his  nineteenth  year,  when 
he  rented  a  farm  in  Pike  County,  Ill.,  and  be¬ 
gan  farming.  January  i,  1874,  he  married  Lu- 
cretia  Cunningham,  Avho  was  born  in  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  June  17,  1846,  and  was  the  daughter 
I  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Alorris)  Cunningham,  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  IMissouri  and  Tennessee. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  in  Pike  County, 
]Mo.,  while  jMr.  Cunningham’s  decease  occurred 
in  Illinois.  They  became  the  very  earliest  settlers 
of  Pike  County,  this  State,  and  to  his  mother 
was  given  the  distinction  of  plowing  the  first 
ground  within  its  bounds.  The  brothers  and  sis- 
i  ters  of  Mrs.  Irick  were  IMartha  and  Tames  W., 

I 

deceased;  IMary  Ellen,  and  John  Thomas. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  continued  to 
make  his  home  in  Pike  County,  Ill.,  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  seven  years,  when  he  came  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  }ilissouri  and  took  charge  of  his  father-in- 
law's  farm,  wdio  had  died  a  few  months  previous. 
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He  made  this  place  his  home  for  six  years  and 
then  rented  property  for  a  time.  He  is  now,  how¬ 
ever,  the  possessor  of  one  hundred  and  seven  and 
one-half  acres,  located  on  Sections  ii  and  12, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irick  there  have  been  born 
three  children,  namely:  Arthur  T.,  born  De¬ 
cember  7,  1877;  Grace  D.,  born  April  3,  1881, 
and  Bertha  E.,  who  is  deceased.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  has  always  voted  for 
the  candidates  of  that  party.  With  his  wife  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  worshipping  with  the  congregation  at 
Vandalia.  Mr.  Irick  is  truly  self-made  and  is 
justly  proud  of  the  fact.  At  the  time  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  had  but  two  cents  left  after  paying  the  ^ 
necessary  expenses  and  these  he  now  keeps  as 
relics.  He  is  in  favor  of  and  aids  in  pushing  for¬ 
ward  all  measures  for  the  upbuilding  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  as  one  of  its  best  residents  he  is 
highly  esteemed  and  respected. 


JOHN  G.  FUQUA.  Nowhere  within  the 
limits  of  Ralls  County  can  be  found  a  man 
of  more  energy,  uprightness  and  integrity 
than  J.  G.  Fuqua,  who  was  born  in  Robertson 
County,  Tenn.,  September  30,  1853.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Kirk)  Fuqua;  the 
mother  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  the  father 
a  native  of  Tennessee.  They  met  and  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Simpson  County,  Ky.,  whither  they  had 
removed  with  their  parents  when  young,  and 
continued  to  make  that  portion  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State  their  home  for  several  years  after  their  mar¬ 
riage. 

Samuel  Fuqua  was  a  millwright  by  trade  and 
followed  this  vocation  for  a  number  of  years,  or 
until  his  removal  to  Robertson  County,  Tenn., 
when  he  became  the  owner  of  a  valuable  tract  of 
land  which  he  cultivated  and  remained  upon  un¬ 
til  his  decease,  January  24,  1882.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  until  1893,  passing  away  December 
17.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family. 


numbering  thirteen  children,  of  whom  William 
T.  was  the  eldest;  Mary  Ann  married  Robert 
Baldry,  who  is  now  deceased,  while  she  makes 
her  home  in  Robertson  County;  Sarah  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  Richmond  McIntosh,  and  is  also  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  above  county;  Joseph  G.  married 
Miss  Gusta  A.  Moore,  and  is  now  deceased,  his 
wife  living  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  on  a  farm; 
James  K.  married  Nannie  Moore,  who  makes  her 
home  in  Kentucky;  he  died  July  5,  1883;  Itilda 
became  the  wife  of  John  D.  Shelton  and  died  in 
1884;  George  C.  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Cornelia 
Rose  and  they  make  their  home  in  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas;  Stephen  G.  married  Miss  Gusta  A.  Bell, 
and  was  accidentally  shot  and  killed  in  Robertson 
County,  Tenn.;  Samuel  Q.  married  his  brother 
Stephen’s  widow  and  makes  his.  home  also  in 
Robertson  County;  our  subject  was  the  tenth  of 
this  family;  Almeta  married  Calvin  Murphy  and 
is  a  resident  of  Robertson  County;  Amos  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Bell  Taylor,  and  their  home  is  likewise 
in  Tennessee;  Florence  married  Frank  Moore 
and  makes  her  home  in  Sumner  County,  Kan. 
This  family  of  children  were  all  well-educated, 
some  of  them  being  graduates  of  a  noted  college 
in  Kentucky. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  reaching  his  twenty-first  year,  when 
he  started  out  for  himself,  and  came  to  Missouri, 
settling  in  Pike  County.  His  first  venture  was  in 
carrying  on  a  rented  farm  near  Curryville,  which 
comprised  one  hundred  acres.  April  30,  1876, 
he  purchased  his  present  estate  in  Ralls  County, 
it  containing  at  first  only  one  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  acres.  To  this  he  added  another  eighty  acres 
as  he  grew  more  prosperous,  the  tract  lying  on 
Sections  14  and  23,  Township  53,  Range  6. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Fucpta  with  Miss  Nannie 
E.  Pitt  was  celebrated  June  24,  1876.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Pike  County,  this  State,  September 
7,  1857,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Malici  N.  and 
Mary  A.  (Parker)  Pitt,  the  former  a  native  of 
Robertson  County,  Tenn.,  and  the  mother.  Pike 
County,  ]\Io.  INI'".  Pitt  took  up  his  abode  in  Pike 
County,  Mo.,  in  the  year  1855,  where  he  has  made 
his  home  ever  since,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  val¬ 
uable  property. 
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Air.  Fuqua  carries  on  general  farming,  rais¬ 
ing,  l)esi(les  the  various  grains,  a  goodly  num¬ 
ber  of  fine  animals,  including  both  horses  and 
cattle.  To  himself  and  wife  there  has  been 
granted  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely :  Oba 
AI.,  born  Alay  9,  1877;  Ruth  B.,  born  July  12, 
1879,  died  July  18,  the  following  year;  Daisy  L., 
born  November  26,  1880;  Orie  Kirk,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  1882;  Alarv,  born  November  28,  1884; 
Samuel  Gustin,  born  January  4,  1887;  Richard 
Everette,  born  October  29,  1889;  Alollie  E.,  born 
December  17,  1890. 

In  politics  Air.  Fuqua  has  always  voted  for 
Democratic  candidates,  that  being  the  party  of 
his  choice.  With  his  wife  he  is  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  they  are  ac¬ 
tive  workers.  Perseverance  and  enterprise  are 
among  his  chief  characteristics,  and  by  good 
management  and  excellent  business  ability,  he 
has  won  success  in  his  life  work. 


Alexander  J.  AIACKEY,  whose  biog¬ 
raphy  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  to  the 
public,  is  one  of  those  worthy  men  who 
take  little  part  in  public  life,  but  pursue  the 
even  tenor  of  their  way  in  their  chosen  voca¬ 
tion,  accumulating  by  thrift,  industry  and  busi¬ 
ness  ability  not  only  the  necessities  of  life  but  the 
wherewithal  to  indulge  in  luxuries  shovdd  they 
feel  so  inclined.  Air.  Alackey  is  now  living  on  a 
fine  estate  in  Calumet  Township,  Pike  County, 
within  one  mile  of  where  he  was  born  Febru- 
ry  5-  1833. 

Thomas  Alackey,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
Alarch  18,  1809,  and  lived  until  1876.  He  was 
a  native  of  St.  Charles  County,  this  State; 
he  was  brought  to  Pike  County  by  his  parents 
when  an  infant  of  nine  months.  His  father  was 
John  Alackey,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  one  ‘'if 
the  very  early  pioneers  of  this  county.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  his  native  State  and  when  coming  to 
Alissouri  entered  land  from  the  Government  to 
the  extent  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  His 


j  wife  was  Nancy  Lemasters,  and  to  them  were 
born  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased 
I  with  the  exception  of  Nancy,  widow  of  John 
Craig.  Thomas  Alackey  was  the  fifth  member  of 
the  household  in  order  of  birth,  and  aided  his 
I  father  in  clearing  the  farm  in  this  county.  He 
was  educated  like  the  sons  of  other  pioneers  in 
I  the  subscription  schools  and  must  have  improved 
all  the  advantages  allotted  to  him,  for  he  was  well 
informed  and  intelligent  on  all  subjects.  He 
spent  all  the  years  of  his  life  up  to  the  time  of 
reaching  his  majority  on  the  home  place. 

Thomas  Alackey  was  married  in  1830  to  Aliss 
Polly,  daughter  of  John  Jones,  also  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Pike  County,  and  like  the  father 
of  his  son-in-law,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  This 
lady  was  born  in  1814  and  departed  this  life  in 
Idaho  in  1882.  She  was  the  parent  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  The  eldest  son  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Alexander  J.,  the  next  born;  Sarah  J.,  died 
when  an  infant;  Nancy,  wife  of  William  Wiggins, 
of  Idaho;  John,  deceased;  Sophronia,  Airs.  John 
AIcRoberts,  and  makes  her  home  in  Idaho;  El¬ 
vira  married  James  Stewart  and  makes  her  home 
in  Holt  County,  this  State ;  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Aliddle  A^alley,  Idaho;  William  also  lives  in  that 
place ;  Isaac,  the  youngest  of  the  household,  died 
in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Pike  and  Holt  Counties,  to  which  latter  section 
the  family  removed  in  1850.  There  Alexander 
lived  for  seven  years,  when,  going  to  Richland 
County,  Neb.,  he  entered  land  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  the  extent  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  and  was  classed  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
part  of  the  State.  In  1864  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  settled  on  the  place  where  he  now 
lives  and  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  two 
hundred  and  six  acres. 

Air.  Alackey  was  married  Alarch  i,  1859,  to 
Alelinda  Butts,  a  native  of  Pike  CounH  and  the 
daughter  of  Wilson  and  Eliza  J.  (Kingston) 
i  Butts,  the  former  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and 
I  the  latter  born  in  Tennessee.  Airs.  AIacke3'’s 
birth  occurred  September  30,  1837.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject  were  born  eight  children, 
as  follows;  Edward  N.,  born  August  19,  i860, 
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died  October  17,  1880;  Mary  E.,  born  February 
15,  1862,  married  Nathaniel  Wamsley  March  i, 
1883,  and  their  six  children  are  Ernest,  Nellie, 
James,  Ruby  C.,  Margaret  and  an  infant;  Fran¬ 
cis  L.,  born  December  16,  1863,  married  Fannie 
Fortune,  January  5,  1893,  and  their  one  son  is 
named  Errett  B.;  Willela,  born  September  27, 
1865,  married,  December  22,  1886,  W.  W.  Car¬ 
ver,  by  whom  she  has  two  children — Ruby,  born 
September  29,  1887,  and  Russia  A.,  born  July  18, 
1893;  Ida  M.,  born  September  20,  1867,  was 
married  December  22,  1891,  to  Bertram  Scott; 
Thomas,  born  September  3,  1869;  Viola,  born 
March  19,  1871,  and  Maggie  M.,  born  June  29, 
1874,  are  still  at  home. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mackey  are  members  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  In  poli¬ 
tics  the  former  is  a  Democrat  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  George  B.  McClellan.  He 
has  done  efficient  service  as  School  Director  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  for  a  period  of  thir¬ 
teen  vears  was  Elder  in  the  above  church. 


Henry  P.  banks,  an  honored  veteran 
of  the  late  war,  cast  his  fortunes  with 
those  of  the  people  of  Marion  County,  in 
1830,  and  since  that  time  has  steadily  prospered. 
He  moved  upon  the  old  homestead  in  this  town¬ 
ship  in  1866,  and  took  care  of  his  aged  father 
until  his  decease,  when  the  property  was  left  to 
him.  It  is  located  on  Section  26,  Township  59, 
Range  7,  and  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  finely  culti¬ 
vated. 

A  native  of  Kentucky,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Garrard  County,  July  7,  1818,  to  Garrard  and 
Elizabeth  (Mills)  Banks.  The  father  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Virginia,  while  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Maryland.  Grandfather  Banks  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  from  Fauquier  County, 
Va.,  to  Garrard  County,  Ky.,  when  Garrard  was 
four  years  of  age.  The  latter  was  there  reared 
and  followed  farming  for  many  years,  and  was 


also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  teaming  through 
the  county.  He  was  married  in  1805  and  lived 
there  until  1830,  when  he  emigrated  to  this  then 
Western  State,  making  the  journey  overland 
with  wagons.  His  family  at  that  time  comprised 
six  children  who  were  accompanied  by  as  many 
negroes.  Mr.  Banks  entered  a  quarter  section 
of  land  in  Marion  County,  and  clearing  a  space 
erected  a  rude  dwelling  in  which  the  family  could 
be  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  until  the 
estate  began  to  yield  an  income.  He  worked  in¬ 
dustriously  with  his  slaves  to  clear  the  land,  and 
as  he  prospered  he  invested  his  means  in  more 
property  until  at  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was 
the  owner  of  four  hundred  broad  acres.  He 
made  this  section  his  permanent  home  and  here 
died  March  12,  1870.  His  wife  suiwived  him 
seven  years,  passing  away  June  26,  1877. 

To  Garrard  and  Elizabeth  Banks  there  were 
born  the  following  children,  of  whom  Narcissa  is 
deceased;  Theresa  married  William  Marksbury, 
and  is  also  deceased;  Emeline  died  when  young; 
Talitha  married  A.  B.  Turpin,  and  both  are  de¬ 
ceased;  William  M.  departed  this  life  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years;  Henry  P.,  of  this  sketch,  was 
the  sixth  of  the  family;  Keziah  married  John 
Emerson,  and  on  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  S.  Sanford;  they  are  both  deceased; 
John,  Wyatt  and  Leon  S.  are  deceased.  Our 
subject  and  all  his  brothers  and  sisters  who 
reached  mature  years  were  educated  in  the  log 
school-house  of  that  period. 

Henry  P.  Banks  was  united  in  marriage  De¬ 
cember  28,  1837,  with  Miss  Nancy  Turpin,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky,  her  birth  occurring  in  Garrard 
County,  Ky.,  April  10,  1820.  She  was  the  daugli- 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Charity  C.  (Ballinger)  Tur¬ 
pin,  also  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  region.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  this  county  No¬ 
vember  3,  1852. 

After  his  marriage,  and  when  beginning  for 
himself,  our  subject  rented  a  farm  on  Section  22, 
of  this  township.  On  this  place  he  erected  a 
house  and  lived  for  two  years,  when  he  moved  to 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  which  he  had  entered  in 
Lewis  County.  His  estate  bordered  on  the 
Troublesome  River,  where  he  erected  a  water 
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mill,  but  (luring  the  high  waters  of  1844  it  was 
washed  away.  Two  years  later  he  rebuilt,  but 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  again  lose  his  property. 
He  then  sold  his  possessions  in  that  county  and 
came  to  Emerson  where  he  obtained  employ¬ 
ment  in  a  blacksmith  and  carpenter  shop.  He 
made  this  place  his  home  until  1852,  when  he 
thought  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  gold  mines  of 
California  and  went  overland  to  that  State  with 
oxen  and  wagon.  He  landed  in  Diamond 
Springs,  then  went  to  IMariposa,  where  he  found 
work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  remained  for 
two  months.  He  then  again  tried  his  “luck”  in 
mining  and  was  very  successful  this  time,  and  in 
1853,  when  returning  to  Missouri,  he  was  a  richer 
man. 

When  taking  up  his  residence  in  this  State 
again,  our  subject  carried  on  his  work  as  black¬ 
smith  and  carpenter  until  1854,  when  he  erected 
a  sawmill  on  Troublesome  Creek,  this  county. 
This  he  operated  for  one  year,  when  he  sold  out 
to  good  advantage  and  purchased  a  farm  on  Sec¬ 
tion  20,  this  township.  It  included  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres,  on  which  he  made  his 
home  until  1857,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  in¬ 
vested  the  proceeds  in  other  property  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  In  the  fall  of  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  I,  Alissouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Col. 
Greens,  and  with  his  regiment  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Le.xington.  He  returned  home  and 
was  taken  sick  and  remained  all  wdnter.  When 
ready  to  report  for  duty  he  was  assigned  to  Col. 
Porter’s  regiment  and  remained  under  his  com¬ 
mand  until  his  honorable  discharge  in  August, 
1862.  I\Ir.  Banks  then  went  to  Putnam  County, 
Ind.,  and  remained  there  nine  months,  when  he 
was  brought  to  St.  Louis  as  a  prisoner  and  was 
placed  in  confinement  and  retained  for  nine  days. 
When  released  he  returned  home  and  moved  his 
sawmill  to  North  River,  this  county.  There  he 
lived  until  1866,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to 
his  present  farm.  This  w’as  in  September  of  that 
year  and  he  was  requested  to  reside  upon  the  old 
homestead  during  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  who 
w^as  then  advanced  in  years.  On  the  death  of  the 
latter  he  fell  heir  to  the  property  and  has  since 
made  it  his  home. 


To  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Banks  there  have  been  born 
eleven  children:  Garrard  w-as  born  December 
8,  1838,  and  is  now  deceased;  Talitha  w’as  born 
in  1840;  she  married  Wm.  Carpenter,  and  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  township;  Thomas  w^as  born  in  1842 
and  died  wdien  twenty  years  of  age;  Elizabeth 
was  born  September  ii,  1844,  and  is  now'  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Marksbur}-',  of  this  township; 
Archilles  w'as  born  September  21,  1846;  he  mar¬ 
ried  Ella  Bowdes  and  makes  his  home  near  his 
father;  Linn  S.  was  born  in  1848,  and  married 
Eleanor  Hutchison,  who  is  now  deceased;  Jane 
P.  W'as  born  in  1852,  and  is  at  home;  Napoleon 
was  born  in  1855;  he  married  Mary  S.  McPike, 
and  occupies  a  farm  near  our  subject;  Emily  was 
born  jMay  30,  1857,  and  is  now  the  w'ife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carter,  of  Union  Township;  Josephine  was 
born  March  25,  1859,  and  is  now  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Hutchison;  Henry  Lee  w'as  born  May  9,  1864;  he 
married  Miss  Louisa  Carl,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Hannibal. 

Our  subject  is  w'idely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county,  and  is  esteemed  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  has 
never  held  any  county  office,  nor  indeed  has  he 
ever  aspired  to  that  honor,  although  he  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party. 


COONROD  SEE  FANNING.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  to  w'hom  we  call  the  attention  of 
our  readers  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Ralls  County,  and  has  lived  on  his  present  fine 
farm  since  1880.  It  is  under  good  cultivation 
and  reflects  great  credit  upon  its  owner,  for  to 
his  industry  and  good  judgment  is  due  this  state 
of  aflairs. 

]Mr.  Fanning  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  was 
born  in  IMadison  County  April  2,  1856.  His  pa^'- 
ents  were  James  and  Nancy  (See)  Fanning,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky,  w'hence  they  w’ere  brought  to 
Ralls  County,  this  State,  by  their  respective  par¬ 
ents  when  young.  After  their  marriage,  how'- 
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ever,  they  moved  to  Madison  County,  Wis., 
where  Mr.  Fanning  was  variously  employed,  be¬ 
ing  farmer,  miner  and  miller.  He  lived  in  that 
State  for  eighteen  years,  after  which  he  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  this  county,  locating  on  prop¬ 
erty  two  miles  from  Centre.  He  rented  this 
tract  for  three  years,  then  moved  to  a  place  near 
Dry  Fork  Creek,  this  township,  and  also  rented 
this  for  the  same  length  of  time.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  we  find  him  living  on  another  farm  in 
the  county,  operating  this  for  the  succeeding  five 
years,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  one-half  mile 
east  of  where  he  now  resides,  and  later  on  moved 
to  the  place  where  our  subject  is  now  living.  On 
this  latter  place  he  died  January  ii,  1884,  while 
his  wife  survived  him  until  May  21,  1891,  when 
she,  too,  passed  away.  James  Fanning  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this  part  of  Ralls  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  was  very  prominent  in  its  development 
and  pushing  forward  many  measures  for  its  im¬ 
provement  and  upbuilding.  He  was  well  known  to 
all  the  pioneers  and  his  advice  was  often  sought 
by  them  on  matters  of  importance. 

The  nine  children  comprising  the  parental 
family  were  Sallie  and  Conrad,  deceased;  Han¬ 
nah  C. ;  Nancy,  deceased;  John  M.;  James  Wil¬ 
liam;  Noah;  Coonrod  See,  and  Frank.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  Hannah  was  a  graduate  of  an  acad¬ 
emy  in  Wisconsin.  Coonrod  remained  at  home 
until  the  death  of  his  parents  and,  when  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority,  began  farming  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  he  having  been  thoroughly  trained  to  this 
occupation.  For  the  first  three  years  he  rented 
what  was  known  as  the  old  Campbell  farm  in  this 
township,  after  which  he  moved  three  miles 
south  of  where  he  is  now  living,  and  for  three 
years  also  rented  property.  This  tract  was  eighty 
acres  in  extent  and  on  this  place  Mr.  Fanning 
lived  until  1880,  the  year  in  which  he  purchased 
his  present  estate.  It  contains  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  is  thoroughly  tilled  and  im¬ 
proved  with  good  machinery. 

October  21,  1880,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Eva  Riggers,  a  native  of  Ralls  County,  who 
was  born  May  15,  1854.  Her  pai'ents  were  Jos¬ 
eph  and  Caroline  (Lipp)  Riggers,  natives  of  \"ir- 


'  ginia,  whence  they  came  to  this  State  and  coun¬ 
ty  in  1833,  living  on  a  farm  near  Perry  until  their 
I  decease.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fanning  there  have 
!  been  born  three  children:  Otis  Henson,  July' 
22,  1881;  Robert  E.  Lee,  November  18,  1883; 
James  Alva,  April  20,  1886. 

In  politics  Mr.  Fanning  is  a  Democrat,  up¬ 
holding  its  principles  with  vigor  and  enthusiasm. 
He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  in  which  he  is  a  Deacon  and  to 
which,  denomination  his  good  wife  also  belongs. 
Though  a  comparatively  young  man,  he  has 
shown  marked  business  ability  and  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  the  county  where  he  has 
spent  so  many  years  of  his  life. 


George  W.  JUDY.  Well-directed  en¬ 
ergy  and  honest  dealing  always  tell  in 
business  as  in  everything  else.  Mr.  Judy 
has  been  prosperously  engaged  in  farming  for 
many'  years,  and  during  the  whole  time  that  has 
elapsed  has  advanced  by  rapid  strides,  until  to¬ 
day  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  largest  landhold¬ 
ers  in  Ralls  County'.  His  estate,  which  is  three 
hundred  and  forty-three  acres  in  extent,  lies  on 
Section  16,  Township  54,  Range  7,  and  in  point 
of  improvement  is  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Clark  County,  Ky., 
January  24,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Susan  (Rurroughs)  Judy,  the  mother  being  born 
in  Virginia  and  the  father  in  Clark  County,  Ky. 
iMrs.  Judy  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  that  State 
when  young  and  was  there  reared  and  married. 
Her  husband  was  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
later  sold  groceries,  liquors,  etc.,  through  the 
county'.  He  was  engaged  in  the  latter  business 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Clark  Coun¬ 
ty',  dying  there  in  1866.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  the  same  locality  in  November,  1863.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  '  David  was 
born  in  1815  and  married  Miss  E.  Hutchins  and, 
on  her  death,  chose  for  his  wife  a  IMrs.  Ratliff; 
he  is  now  living  in  Carlisle,  Nichols  County,  Ky. ; 
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Martin  was  born  in  1817,  and  married  ]\Iiss  C. 
Marsh;  he  is  deceased  and  she  lives  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State;  John  A.  was  born  in  1820,  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Richard,  and  is  a  resident  of  'Mex¬ 
ico,  this  State;  Elizabeth  was  born  in  1821,  and 
died  after  her  union  with  William  Stewart,  who 
is  now  a  resident  of  ]Mexico,  ^lo.;  Eliza  Ann  is 
now  deceased;  she  was  twice  married;  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  the  next  born;  Susan’s  birth  occurred  in 
1827;  she  married  a  Mr.  IMcKray,  and  both  are 
deceased;  IMary  was  born  in  1832;  she  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  C.  iMcCowan,  and  is  living  in 
Butler  County,  Mo.;  Eliza  died  in  infancy.  The 
members  of  this  family  who  lived  to  mature  years 
were  well  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
their  native  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  1864,  when  he  determined  to  come  to  IMis- 
souri,  where  he  had  relatives  living.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  went  to  ^Mexico  and  was  there  but  a 
short  time  when  he  came  to  his  present  place, 
purchasing  at  first  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
He  was  a  thoroughly  practical  farmer  and  pros¬ 
pered  in  nearly  everything  which  he  undertook. 
As  stated  above,  he  is  now  the  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  forty-three  broad  acres  in  this  coun¬ 
ty,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  beautiful  prairie 
land.  He  has  placed  the  very  best  improvements 
in  the  way  of  buildings  and  modern  machinery 
on  the  place  and  is  proud  of  the  fact,  and  justly 
so,  that  it  has  been  accumulated  through  his  own 
well-directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Judy  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  occurred  in  1866  with  IMiss  Katie  \^ande- 
venter,  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  and 
the  daughter  of  William  Vandeventer,  an  early 
settler  of  the  county.  She  only  survived  her 
marriage  a  few  months.  Our  subject  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1870  to  Miss  Julia  Spencer,  a  native  of 
this  county  and  the  daughter  of  John  Spencer, 
whose  history  appears  on  another  page  in  this 
volume.  This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
a  son,  Rockie  M.,  who  was  born  in  1871.  He 
married  iMiss  iMaggie  Cope  and  makes  his  home 
with  our.  subject. 

In  the  early  days  a  Whig,  our  subject  now 
casts  his  vote  for  Democratic  candidates.  His 


duties  have  been  too  numerous  to  allow  of  his 
'  seeking  office,  but  he  is  ready  at  all  times  to  en¬ 
courage  and  aid  in  any  way  that  he  can,  all  pub¬ 
lic  enterprises.  Mrs.  Judy  is  a  member  in  ex- 
'  cellent  standing  of  the  Christian  Church. 


SQUIRE  WILLIAM  T.  FUQUA  came  on 
horseback  to  ^Missouri  from  Kentucky  in 
1857,  his  sole  possessions  being  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  in  cash  and  the  horse  he 
rode.  He  first  settled  in  Pike  County  near  the 
Town  of  Spencerburgh,  renting  a  farm  for  a  year, 
and  during  this  time  managed  to  save  a  little 
money,  which  he  added  to  his  small  fortune  and 
invested  in  one  hundred  and  twent}^  acres  of  land, 
which  he  sold  a  few  years  later.  After  his  mar- 

I 

\  riage  he  purchased  the  Rose  homestead,  on 
j  which  he  made  many  improvements  and  con- 
i  tinned  to  operate  the  place  until  1881,  at  which 
j  time  he  sold  out  his  interests  in  Pike  County  and 
'  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  farmers  of  Ralls  County. 
He  became  the  owner  of  his  present  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located  on  Section  36, 
Township  53,  Range  7,  .and  has  inaugurated  sub- 
^  stantial  improvements  since  that  time.  He  was  ~ 
;  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1893,  which  office 
he  is  yet  acceptably  filling,  and  is  also  a  Director 
of  the  People’s  Bank  of  Perry. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
Capt.  William  Fuqua,  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
of  French  descent,  moved  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
in  1800,  when  a  log  cabin  in  that  city  was  used 
for  a  courthouse.  He  did  splendid  service  in  the 
War  of  1812  under  Gen.  Jackson  and  by  his  gal¬ 
lantry  he  won  his  title.  For  thirty  years  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  good  farm  near  Nashville  and  then  de- 
I  cided  to  settle  in  Logan  County,  Ky.  Arriving 
I  there  he  embarked  in  the  milling  business,  being 
thus  employed  for  ten  years,  and  in  1840  became 
'  a  resident  of  Robertson  County,  Tenn.,  buying  a 
'  farm  in  company  with  oiir  subject,  where  he  was 
living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
;  in  November,  1857. 
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Samuel,  son  of  Capt.  Fuqua  and  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1814,  and  was 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years  when  he  went  with  his 
parents  to  Logan  County,  Ky.  He  was  married 
in  Nashville  to  Eliza  Kirk,  who  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  the  young  couple  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Robertson  County,  previously  men¬ 
tioned.  Mr.  Fuqua  was  a  prominent  man  in  that 
Tocality,  where  his  active  years  were  principally 
passed,  and  at  the  close  of  a  happy  and  pros¬ 
perous  life  he  was  summoned  to  his  revVard  in 
January,  1882.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
years,  dying  in  November,  1893.  A  rather  un¬ 
usual  fact  is  that  their  thirteen  children  all  lived 
to  mature  years,  apparently  inheriting  strong 
constitutions,  and  the  sturdy  characteristics  of 
their  parents.  In  the  order  of  their  birth  they 
were  named  as  follows:  William,  Mary,  Sarah, 
Joseph  G.,  James  K.,  Tillie  T.,  George  C., 
Stephen  G.,  Samuel  Q.,  John  G.,  Almetia  C 
Amos  and  Florence.  For  those  early  days  they 
were  all  well  educated  and  several  of  them  at¬ 
tended  college. 

A  native  of  Logan  County,  Ky.,  our  subject 
was  born  May  10,  1836,  and  was  reared  to  the 
duties  of  farm  life.  When  he  had  reached  his  ma¬ 
jority  he  embarked  in  agriculture  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  on  his  father’s  homestead,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  came  to  IMissouri,  as  .stated  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  article.  September  i,  1859,  his 
marriage  with  Martha  Rose  took  place  in  Pike 
County,  at  the  home  of  the  lady’s  parents,  the 
Rev.  Robert  and  Mahala  (Stark)  Rose.  They 
were  born  in  Robertson  County,  Tenn:;  and  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  in  Pike  County  about  1852,  where 
they  both  departed  this  life.  Mrs.  Fuqua  was 
also  born  in  Robertson  County,  her  nativity  oc¬ 
curring  in  1838  and  on  August  19,  1866, 
she  was  claimed  by  the  angel  of  death.  Her  eld¬ 
est  son,  Robert  L.,  is  a  traveling  man  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  St.  Louis;  the  second  son,  Samuel, 
married  Luhi  B.  Stevens,  and  is  now  living  in 
this  locality;  William  T.,  Jr.,  whose  home  is  also 
in  this  neighborhood,  married  Ellen  Brown.  In 
1870  Mr.  Fuqua  married  Jane  Parker,  who  was  a 
native  of  Pike  County,  and  who  died  June  6, 
1889.  September  24,  1892,  our  subject  married 


Clara  Cranshaw,  who  was  born  in  1845  in  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  Mo.  Her  parents  were  Joel  and 
Nancy  (Norton)  Cranshaw,  the  former  born  Oc¬ 
tober  21,  1802,  and  the  latter  July  2,  1812.  They' 
both  died  in  Lincoln  County  at  a  good  old  age. 
IMeredith  W.,  the  only  child  of  Mr.  Fuqua  and 
his  wife  Jane,  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  is  noted  for  his  generous  support 
of  all  worthy  public  enterprises  and  has  given  his 
children  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  near 
his  own  home.  For  the  past  thirty  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  now 
belongs  to  Perry  Lodge  No.  302.  For  a  like 
period  of  time  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church  of  the  vicinity,  and  is  now  ser\^- 
ing  the  congregation  as  a  Deacon.  He  has  given 
both  of  his  means  and  time  to  forwarding  re¬ 
ligious  movements.  On  political  matters  he  sides 
with  the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  given 
his  allegiance  since  becoming  a  voter. 


JOSEPH  H.  KEITH  is  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  young  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Ralls  County.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  having  been  born  on  September  21,  1866, 
and  was  fifth  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born 
to  James  PI.  and  Sarah  (Le  Fever)  Keith.  (See 
sketch  of  the  father  elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
received  such  education  as  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county  afforded.  On  July  30,  1889, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Ford. 
Soon  after  this  important  event  he  settled  down 
to  farming  in  Ralls  County  as  a  renter.  After 
some  five  years’  residence  in  this  county  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  young  bride  to  Pike  County, 
where  he  now  lives  engaged  in  farming. 

His  wife  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Boone  and 
Mary  (Keithley)  Ford,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children;  she  was  born  April  ii, 
1869.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and 
was  born  on  February  26,  1831.  He  removed  in 
his  youth  to  Missouri  and  later  married  in  Pike 
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County,  since  which  time  he  has  spent  liis  years 
in  ^Montgomery  and  Pike  Counties  and  is  at  the 
present  time  living  in  W'ellsville,  ^Montgomery 
County.  In  early  life  he  followed  farming,  but 
some  fifteen  years  since  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  that 
occupation. 

His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  a  native 
of  Ralls  County  and  was  born  in  Jul)",  1841.  She 
was  for  many  years  a  devout  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  died  in  that  faith,  her  death 
occurring  August  4,  1891. 

To  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Keith  two  children  have  been 
born:  Harry  O.,  September  16,  1891;  James 
Elmer,  ]May  12,  1894.  In  his  political  affiliations 
^Ir.  Keith  is  of  the  Democratic  persuasion;  his 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
both  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 


JUDGE  SAAIUEL  J.  HARRISON,  attor¬ 
ney  at  Hannibal,  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  July  18,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of  Judge 
William  P.  and  Margaret  (iMorton)  Harrison,  and 
the  grandson  of  Samuel  J.  Harrison,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  \’irginia,  in  which  State  he  passed 
his  entire  life,  being  engaged  during  his  later 
years  in  the  tobacco  business. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lynch¬ 
burg,  \’a.,  in  1818,  and  when  about  fourteen 
years  of  age  left  home  and  traveled  to  Clarksburg, 
Tenn.,  and  from  there  went  laier  to  St.  Louis, 
this  State.  L’p  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  was 
engaged  as  clerk  in  mercantile  establishments  .at 
the  various  places  he  visited. 

M'illiam  P.  Harrison  made  his  advent  into 
Hannibal  in  1845.  Five  years  later  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  and  established  an  office  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1851  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  and  ser\'ed  acceptably  for  one 
term.  In  1864  he  was  honored  by  being  elected 
to  the  Senate  from  the  Hannibal  District,  serving 
in  this  capacity  for  one  term.  Subsequently  he 
was  appointed  to  the  bench  of  the  Circuit  Court 


to  fill  a  vacancy.  In  the  election  following  he  was 
declared  elected  to  that  position,  but  the  judges 
of  the  election  threw  out  one  county  which  should 
have  been  represented  and  on  account  of  which 
he  resigned  the  position.  While  at  Palmyra  he 
was  made  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  under 
Pierce’s  Administration. 

During  the  Civil  \\'’ar  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  was  also 
Provost  ^Marshal  of  Hannibal.  After  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  peace  he  continued  his  practice  until 
a  year  or' two  before  his  death,  which  occtured 
July  29,  1894.  After  the  war  he  was  a  supporter 
of  Republican  principles,  although  prior  to  that 
time  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  In  relig¬ 
ious  affairs  he  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.  He  was  a  man  of  marked  ability, 
was  a  true  patriot  and  much  esteemed. 

William  P.  Harrison  was  married  at  St.  Louis, 
AIo.,  in  Februar}',  1839,  to  ^^largaret  Morton, 
who  was  a  native  of  that  city  and  the  daughter  of 
George  and  iMary  Morton.  To  them  were  born 
a  family  of  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to  mature 
years.  They  are:  George  iM.,  Samuel  J.,  Ellen  ]\I., 
the  wife  of  Guy  Bryan,  of  St.  Louis;  Margaret, 
who  was  married  to  E.  C.  Hayes,  of  Hannibal, 
now  deceased;  Nannie  C.,  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Fuller, 
of  Winfield,  Kan.;  and  Sallie  B.,  now  deceased, 
who  married  Samuel  Colladay,  who  is  also  dead. 

The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1852.  The  Judge  was  married  later  to 
Nannie  Bullock,  a  native  of  Lexington,  Ky.  To 
them  were  born  seven  children,  who  are  now  liv¬ 
ing,  viz:  Frank;  Lucy,  who  married  J.  C.  Fuller, 
is  living  in  St.  Paul,  iMinn.;  Lizzie,  now  living  at 
home;  Alice,  now  iMrs.  Frank  Collins,  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  Thomas  Q.,  William  P.,  Jr.,  and 
Jesse  iMcVeigh.  This  lady  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Hannibal. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  secured  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Palmyra,  the  St. 
Paul  College  and  the  Baptist  College.  When 
his  father  removed  to  Hannibal  he  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  schools  of  that  city  and  was  in  attend¬ 
ance  when  the  war  broke  out.  In  June,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service,  joining  a 
battalion  raised  about  Hannibal,  which  was  under 
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the  command  of  Maj.  Hawkins  and  attached  to 
Gen.  Price’s  Army  as  the  Missouri  State  Guards. 
He  remained  in  the  service  until  the  troops  were 
^disbanded,  in  December  of  that  year,  when  he 
joined  the  regular  Confederate  Army  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  and  was  mustered  into  Otey  Battery, 
Longstreet’s  Corps,  with  which  he  remained  dur¬ 
ing  its  entire  service  through  the  war,  and  until 
it  was  compelled  to  surrender  at  Appomattox. 
Mr.  Harrison  participated  in  many  of  the  noted 
engagements  of  that  period.  His  battery  was 
first  stationed  in  Virginia,  but  was  later  ordered 
to  other  points.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Get¬ 
tysburg,  Winchester,  Spottsylvania,  Wilderness, 
Cold  Harbor,  the  siege  of  Petersburg  and  Five 
Forks.  While  at  Petersburg  he  was  wounded  by 
a  piece  of  shell,  and  at  Five  Forks  received  a 
saber  cut  in  the  charge  made  by  Sheridan’s  Cav¬ 
alry. 

Samuel  J.  Harrison  returned  to  Hannibal  after 
the  close  of  the  war  and  engaged  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business  until  December,  1868,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Ralls  County  and  located  on  a  farm, 
making  that  section  his  home  for  ten  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Hannibal.  He  began  the  study 
of  law  at  that  time  with  his  father  and  brother  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880.  He  at  once 
opened  an  office  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace,  and  reelected  continuously  for 
twelve  years.  After  Judge  Harrison  retired  from 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law. 

Judge  Harrison  was  married  the  first  time  on 
December  10,  1868,  to  Miss  Alice  McPike, 
daughter  of  A.  McPike,  of  Ralls  County,  Mo. 
To  them  was  born  a  son,  Abraham  McPike,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  December  27,  1870,  and  May  30,  1872,  the 
Judge  was  married  to  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of 
John  Crow.  One  son  was  the  result  of  this  union, 
George  M.,  who  died  when  seven  years  of  age. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  February  12,  1874. 
Our  subject  chose  for  his  third  companion  Mary 
E.  Buchanan,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated 
December  17,  1889.  This  lady  was  the  daughter 
of  John  F.  Buchanan,  of  Hannibal.  To  them 


have  been  born  three  children.  Walker  W.,  Mar¬ 
garet  M.,  and  Mary  B.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  social  affairs  the  Judge  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  politics 
of  the  county.  He  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the 
State  convention  which  nominated  Marmaduke 
for  Governor  in  1884,  and  he  was  Chairman  of 
the  delegation  sent  from  Marion  County  in  1888, 
which  nominated  Gov.  D.  R.  Francis  for  Gov¬ 
ernor;  and  in  1892  was  also  Chairman  of  the 
county  delegation  which  nominated  Gov.  Stone 
for  Governor;  and  from  1890  to  1892  was  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  County  Central  Committee. 

Judge  Harrison  during  his  long  incumbency 
of  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  discharged  the 
duties  there  creditably  and  ably.  He  is  one  of 
the  men  whom  the  people  of  Hannibal  hold  in 
confidence  and  esteem. 


AVID  HARRISON  MOORE  is  now 
practically  retired  from  business  life, 
having  an  ample  fortune  which  permits 
him  to  surround  himself  and  family  with  all  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  His 
farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  many  years,  com¬ 
prises  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  a  half  acres 
of  very  desirable  land,  this  being  located  on  Sec¬ 
tion  29,  Township  53,  Range  7,  Ralls  County, 
and  at  present  he  has  leased  the  place  to  tenants. 
For  thirty  years  or  more  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of  Ralls  Coun¬ 
ty,  which  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  By 
his  honorable  and  straightforward  conduct  he 
has  won  the  good  will  and  high  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  David  and  Me¬ 
linda  (Hopkins)  Moore ,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
The  father  ran  away  from  home  when  he  was  a 
boy  and  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  at  Mays- 
ville,  Ky.,  afterward  working  there  five  or  six 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Bath  County,  where 
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he  was  married  and  continued  to  dwell  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  March,  1849,  started  from 
^loore's  Ferry  on  the  Licking  River  (named 
after  his  family),  for  Missouri,  making  the  trip 
by  boat  to  Hannibal,  and  from  that  point  went 
to  Florida,  !Mo.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  four  children  and  for  a  year  or  so  lived 
in  a  log  cabin  on  W'illiam  Underwood’s  farm. 
There  the  father  raised  one  crop  and  in  1850  pur¬ 
chased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
on  Section  29,  Township  53,  Range  7,  Ralls 
County,  where  he  remained  the  balance  of  his 
days.  On  the  death  of  our  subject’s  mother,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  one- 
half  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he 
built  the  pleasant  and  substantial  residence  he 
now  occupies.  The  father  was  an  energetic  man 
and  managed  to  clear  of¥  most  of  the  land  prior 
to  his  declining  years.  His  first  wife  died  Octo¬ 
ber  20,  1877,  and  he  subsecpiently  married  !Mary 
Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  came 
to  this  State  with  her  parents  in  girlhood.  She 
is  now  living  in  Mexico,  ^lo.,  and  is  still  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health.  David  iMoore  was 
the  father  of  eight  children,  namely:  James  W., 
David  H.,  )^Iary  Jane,  )\Iartha  Ann,  John  Calvin, 
Henry  P.,  and  Elizabeth  and  Georgia,  who  are 
deceased.  With  the  exception  of  John  C.,  who 
was  educated  in  Xew  London,  the  children  all 
received  their  schooling  in  the  district  schools. 

D.  H.  Moore  was  born  in  Path  County,  Ky., 
March  10,  1844,  and  after  his  mother’s  death 
bought  a  half  interest  in  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  November 
15,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Thirty- 
ninth  ^lissouri  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Welda  and  Col.  Kuchner.  With  his  com¬ 
pany  he  was  sent  to  Glasgow,  where  he  remained 
a  short  time.  They  were  then  ordered  to  Frank- 
ford,  but  failed  to  get  there  as  at  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.,  they  met  fifteen  hundred  Confederates  who 
had  been  captured  and  were  being  sent  to  prison. 
They  went  as  far  as  Nashville,  and  about  that 
time  Mr.  ]\Ioore  was  taken  ill  and  sent  to  the  hos¬ 
pital,  where  he  remained  one  week  and  was  then 
transferred  to  the  Jeffersonville  barracks,  where 
he  stayed  for  three  weeks.  On  being  released 


he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  there  rejoined  his  com- 
!  pany.  With  them  he  proceeded  to  Glasgow  and 
in  April,  1865,  went  to  ]\Iacon  City,  where  he 
I  remained  a  few  months  and  was  mustered  out^ 
]  June  16  following.  He  resumed  his  usual  rou- 

1  tine  of  farm  work,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 

« 

six  months’  trip  to  Kentucky,  when  he  visited  his 
grandparents  and  relatives,  in  the  winter  of  1869- 
70,  has  never  been  absent  more  than  a  few  days 
at  a  time  from  home.  As  an  agriculturist  he  has 
been  very  successful,  as  he  is  conservative  in  his 
methods,  preferring  the  old  and  tried  ways  of  do¬ 
ing  business  to  the  quicker  and  less  certain  new 
methods.  He  has  always  been  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party  and,  like  a  true  citizen,  tries 
to  advance  the  public  welfare  in  every  possible 
manner. 

On  September  8,  1879,  ^ioore  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ^Miss  Betty  Hedrick,  who  was 
born  near  Bloomington,  Ill.,  April  28,  i860.  The 
parents  were  James  and  Abigail  (Roe)  Hedrick, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Grandfather 
Roe  was  a  pioneer  of  that  State  and  about  1868 
removed  to  Saline  County,  ]\Io.,  where  his  death- 
occurred.  ]\Ir.  and  )^Irs.  ^loore  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two,  Effie  B.  and 
Ray  E.,  are  deceased.  The  remaining  son  and 
daughter,  Anna  !M.  and  Leslie  C.,  are  at  home. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  ^Ir.  ^loore  is  an  elder.  Social¬ 
ly,  he  belongs  to  Lick  Creek  Lodge  No.  203,  F. 
and  A.  M.,  and  to  Maj.  Hunt  Post,  G.  A.  R. 


THOiMAS  J.  PETTITT.  Few  residents  of 
Ralls  County  have  had  a  more  interesting 
or  eventful  life  than  he  of  whom  we  write. 
Though  for  years  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the 
quiet  pursuit  of  agricultural  duties,  his  early 
manhood  was  full  of  exciting  adventures  and 
novel  experiences  in  the  new  West.  His  present 
residence  is  on  Section  34,  Township  54, 
Range  7. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
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natives  of  Gideon,  S.  C.,  where  the  great-grand¬ 
father,  James  Pettitt,  had  settled  in  very  early 
times.  About  1798  our  subject’s  grandfather 
moved  to  Tennessee  and,  settling  on  a  farm, 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  After 
his  death  his  widow  went  to  Texas,  and  later  died 
near  Fort  Worth.  Of  their  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  the  following  are  mentioned;  Gideon, 
Eliza,  Sarah,  Nancy,  and  James.  James,  father 
of  T.  J.  Pettitt,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and 
was  about  three  years  of  age  when  he  was  taken 
to  Tennessee.  In  that  State  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  married  Matilda  Center,  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  She  died  when  her  son,  Thomas, 
was  only  three  months  old,  he  being  her  only 
child.  Subsequently  James  Pettitt  wedded 
Martha  Stout,  a  native  of  Eastern  Tennessee, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  three  children, 
viz:  John,  a  farmer  and  stock-man  of  Panhandle, 
Tex.;  Louisa  married  a  Mr.  Huffacre  and  now 
resides  in  the  Cherokee  Nation;  and  Andrew 
Jackson  lives  in  Panhandle,  Tex. 

James  Pettitt  entered  the  Government  employ 
and  assisted  in  transferring  the  Indians  from 
Tennessee  to  the  Indian  Territory,  receiving  in 
compensation  a  quarter  section  of  land.  He 
improved  the  place  and  afterwards  bought  more 
until  he  was  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  and 
valuable  homestead.  About  1848  he  moved  to 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  a  year  later  traded  some 
negroes  for  a  farm  near  Jeffersonville,  Tex. 
After  operating  the  ranch  for  about  three  years 
he  disposed  of  it  to  good  advantage  and,  moving 
to  Collins  County,  in  the  same  State,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  cultivated 
until  the  war  came  on.  He  then  sold  out  his 
interests,  left  his  family  comfortably  situated,  and 
went  to  Brazil,  where  he  died  in  1864. 

The  birth  of  T.  J.  Pettitt  occurred  in  Meads 
County,  Tenn.,  December  24,  1839,  edu¬ 

cation  was  principally  acquired  in  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  schools  of  Texas.  Afterwards  he  attended 
private  schools  in  Kentucky,  whither  he  had 
gone  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  For 
some  six  months  he  studied  in  a  private  school  in 
Lincoln  County  and  then,  going  to  Boyle  Coun¬ 
ty,  in  the  same  State,  was  a  pupil  in  the  public 


schools  there  for  a  year.  While  a  resident  of 
Perryville,  Ky.,  the  charms  of  his  landlady’s 
daughter  made  a  great  impression  on  the  youth, 
and  as  the  family  intended  to  settle  in  Missouri, 
he  made  arrangements  to  accompany  them, 
though  his  parents  insisted  on  his  finishing 
school  and  taking  up  the  study  of  law.  January 
3,  1859,  he  first  set  foot  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and 
not  long  afterwards  settled  near  the  town  of 
Warren,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  his  future 
father-in-law,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wade,  had  entered 
land.  Young  Pettitt  continued  to  dwell  on  the 
“Wade  farm,”  as  it  is  now  known,  in  Marion 
County,  until  the  war  came  on. 

February  24,  1859,  Pettitt  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Margaret  Ann  Wade,  a  native  of 
Marion  County,  born  January  27,  1841,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wade  and  his  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet,  who  was  a  Miss  McAfee  before  their  mar¬ 
riage.  The  former  commanded  a  regiment  at 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans  and  did  effective  sen-- 
ice  during  the  War  of  1812,  at  that  time  winning 
his  title.  He  early  located  in  Marion  County, 
but  afterwards  returned  to  Perryville,  Ky.,  where 
he  resided  for  some  years.  His  death  occurred 
in  1843,  but  his  wife  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  1890.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wade  had  eight  children,  namely: 
Rebecca  Jane;  William;  Susannah  W. ;  John 
McAfee;  Margaret  A.;  Rhoda  W.;  Maria  C.; 
and  Elizabeth.  John  was  one  of  the  ten  men 
killed  at  Palmyra,  Mo.,  during  the  war,  and  the 
only  survivors  of  the  family  are  IMargaret, 
Rhoda,  and  Maria. 

August  4,  1862,  Mr.  Pettitt  left  his  family  with 
relatives  and  offered  his  services  as  a  private  in 
Porter’s  scouting  battalion,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Porter  and  Captain  Benjamin  Ely.  The 
company  went  to  Newark,  Shelby  County,  where 
they  had  an  engagement  with  the  militia;  then 
went  to  Kirksville,  where  they  encountered  the 
forces  under  Col.  IMcNeal,  and  later  participated 
in  skirmishes  at  Chariton  River,  Cree,  Macon 
County,  and  other  points.  In  November,  1862, 
the  regiment  was  reorganized  and  proceeded  to 
Callaway  County,  where  they  captured  a  steam¬ 
boat,  which  was  used  for  their  transportation. 
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after  which  Mr.  Pettitt,  under  Maj.  Craighead, 
moved  to  West  Plains,  where  «there  were  three 
disastrous  engagements,  in  the  first  of  which 
they  lost  about  forty  men,  Edward  McElroy,  of 
Perry,  Mo.,  being  among  them,  and  Simps 
Leadford,  of  Centre,  Mo.,  was  also  killed.  The 
remnant  of  their  regiment  was  incorporated  with 
another  company  at  West  Plains,  whence  they 
went  on  various  expeditions  to  Arkansas,  Clarks¬ 
ville,  and  Van  Buren,  at  which  latter  point  the 
forces  were  again  organized  and  Col.  Dorsey,  of 
Pike  County,  took  command.  Next  they  en¬ 
gaged  in  scouting  up  and  down  the  river  until 
the  fight  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  where  they  lost  a 
number  of  men.  May  i,  1863,  they  were  or¬ 
dered  to  Ozark,  Ark.,  and  paid  off  in  Confed¬ 
erate  money.  They  were  re-organized  for  the 
purpose  of  coming  to  Missouri  with  Price’s 
army  and  started  in  the  direction  of  Pea  Ridge, 
where  they  had  a  skirmish  in  1863.  They  had 
numerous  encounters  with  the  enemy  along  the 
way,  and  Mr.  Pettitt  was  for  twenty  days  and 
nights  almost  constantly  in  the  saddle.  Reach¬ 
ing  Saline  County,  the  men  were  obliged  to  sleep 
in  a  brush  heap,  and  one  night  the  militia  sur¬ 
rounded  them,  but  they  managed  to  effect  their 
escape  without  injury,  swdmming  their  horses 
across  the  river.  Then  going  to  Centralia  they 
were  disbanded  with  the  advice  from  Col.  Dor¬ 
sey  that  all  return  home. 

Going  back  to  the  old  farm,  where  he  now 
lives,  Mr.  Pettitt  found  that  during  the  ravages 
of  war  everything  had  been  destroyed  and,  leav¬ 
ing  his  wife  with  her  mother  and  other  friends, 
he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government 
at  Hannibal,  then  went  to  Alacomb,  Ill.,  and  aft¬ 
erwards  to  Clayton,  in  the  same  State,  where  he 
found  employment  of  various  kinds,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1864  w'ent  with  a  surveying  party  to 
Kansas,  traveling  all  through  that  State.  On 
December  18,  of  that  year,  he  and  his  party 
were  attacked  by  the  Indians  at  Pawnee  Rock, 
on  the  Arkansas  River;  he  was  wounded  in  the 
left  leg  and  twelve  others  of  the  surveying  party 
were  more  or  less  injured.  He  w^as  taken  to 
Fort  Laramie  and  kept  there  until  spring,  when 
he  was  able  to  return  home,  and  as  the  result 


I  of  his  enterprises  had  about  $600  in  cash.  Re- 
!  turning  to  the  Wade  homestead  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs,  thus  becoming  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  has  since 
made  his  home  thereon  and  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  as  a  farmer.  He  has  the  reputation  of 
raising  more  stock  than  any  one  in  this  portion 
of  the  county,  and  often  makes  two  or  three  trips 
to  Chicago  annually  in  order  to  dispose  of  cattle. 

January  9,  1851,  jMr.  Pettitt  and  his  father  were 
present  in  New  Orleans  on  the  celebration  of 
Gen.  Jackson’s  great  victory  there.  At  the  time 
they  were  on  their  way  to  California  and,  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  they  crossed 
in  the  old-fashioned  way,  twelve  negroes  pulling 
the  boat  on  the  Chagres  River  to  Gattoon,  where 
they  hired  donkeys  or  sedan  chairs  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  trip.  Arriving  in  Panama  they 
remained  there  for  eight  days,  then  taking  pas¬ 
sage  in  a  vessel  bound  for  San  Francisco.  Ar¬ 
riving  safely  they  next  went  to  Sacramento,  and 
from  there  to  Sutter’s  old  mill,  where  the  first 
gold  had  been  discovered  in  1849.  George¬ 
town  the  senior  Pettitt,  in  company  with  a  Mr. 
Leggett  of  New  York,  became  associated  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  employed  miners  to  dig  gold  for  them 
near  Rock  Canon.  They  were  thus  occupied 
for  one  spring  and  summer,  after  which  our  sub¬ 
ject  entered  a  quarter  section  of  land  and  made 
a  success  of  farming,  and  feeding  and  selling 
cattle.  At  length  he  and  his  father  became 
homesick  and  started  for  Texas  by  the  old  Pana¬ 
ma  route.  The  former  had  about  $12,000  in 
$50  gold  pieces,  which  he  carried  strapped  around 
him  in  a  belt,  but  he  reached  home  in  safety. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  our 
subject  has  been  one  of  its  stanchest  supporters 
in  this  region. 

The  marriage  of  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettitt  has  been 
blessed  by  eight  children:  James  Seneca,  born 
December  21,  1859,  died  January  17,  i860;  An- 
dred  Eugene,  born  October  27,  i860,  now  lives 
in  M’ashington;  John  Thomas,  born  September 
20,  1862,  is  in  Idaho;  Dora  McAfee,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1864,  married  William  Bell,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Washington;  George  Ewell,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1867,  married  Nellie  Gilbert,  and  is  a 
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resident  of  Idaho;  Myra  Elizabeth,  born  April 

20,  1869,  is  teaching  in  Washington;  and  the 
two  youngest  daughters,  Margaret  Ray  and  Mil¬ 
dred  Maude,  whose  births  occurred  on  October 

21,  1871,  and  October  25,  1873,  respectively,  arc 
the  only  members  of  the  family  at  home.  Mrs. 
Pettitt  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Perry.  Socially  our  subject  belongs  to  Perry 
Lodge  No.  302,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Ralls  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  56,  of  which  he  was  formerly  secretary. 


Hiram  C.  pray  is  an  enterprising  and 
successful  business  man  of  Louisiana, 
Pike  County.  He  is  a  young-looking 
man  for  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  but  such  is  the 
case,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  at  present  being  identified  with 
Maj.  James  Wilson  Post  No.  20.  In  his  political 
creed  he  is  a  Republican  and  strongly  in  favor 
of  good  government,  better  systems  of  educa- 
.tion  for  the  young  and  everything  which  pertains 
to  the  advancement  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Pray  was  born  March  28,  1843,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram  H.  and 
Mary  A.  Pray,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Baltimore, 
Md.,  respectively.  The  father  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  life  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  his  death  occurring 
January  27,  1894.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling 
principles  and  honor  and  in  religion  was  a  Pres¬ 
byterian.  In  early  life  he  supported  the  Whig 
party,  later  becoming  an  ally  of  the  Republican 
party.  His  wife  died  April  15,  1892.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  John  R., 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Thomas,  who  died  in  1862; 
Hiram  C. ;  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  James  L.  Good, 
of  Xenia,  Ohio;  Margaret  W.,  now  Mrs.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Van  Arter,  of  Wellington,  Ohio;  Arabella, 
who  died  when  young  (in  1850). 

When  H.  C.  Pray  was  three  years  of  age  his 
parents  moved  to  Lackland,  Ohio,  and  subse¬ 
quently  dwelt  for  a  time  in  Goshen,  Clermont 
County;  then  in  Lebanon,  Warren  County;  then 


in  Mason,  same  county.  In  all  of  these  places 
the  lad  attended  the  public  schools  and  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  good  education.  When  the  war 
broke  out  he  responded  to  the  call  of  his  country 
and  enlisted  September  17,  1861,  at  Cincinnati, 
as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Merrett’s  Cavalry. 
After  being  duly  organized  at  St.  Louis  the 
troops  proceeded  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  then 
went  to  Sedalia,  where  they  remained  during 
the  winter,  doing  guard  and  scout  duty  and  a 
portion  of  the  time  being  under  command  of 
Gen.  Fremont.  The  next  spring  part  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  proceeded  to  Sturgeon,  where  for  three 
months  they  were  stationed,  then  being  ordered 
to  Palmyra,  Mo.,  where  they  were  located  for  a 
like  period.  At  this  time  they  had  three  encount¬ 
ers  with  Porter’s  men  and  at  Kirksville  several 
of  the  Union  soldiers  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The  following  winter  Mr.  Pray  was  in  camp  at 
Warrenton  and  then  went  to  Arkansas  under 
Gen.  Steele,  taking  part  in  the  capture  of  Little 
Rock.  For  a  time  he  was  in  camp  at  that  point 
and  veteranized  at  Brownsville,  Ark.,  obtaining 
a  furlough  and  going  home.  On  his  return  to 
St.  Louis  the  company  was  reorganized  and  sent 
forth  against  Gen.  Price,  whose  forces  were 
marching  toward  St.  Louis.  The  Union  troops 
succeeded  in  driving  back  the  Confederates  and 
subsequently  under  the  same  Colonel  were  or¬ 
ganized  into  the  Second  Missouri  Cavalry.  From 
the  pursuit  of  Price  they  were  called  to  Chatta¬ 
nooga  and  held  in  reserve  and  on  scout  duty. 
The  regiment  were  soon  ordered  to  Atlanta  and 
had  scarcely  been  encamped  there  two  days 
when  they  received  marching  orders  to  return. 
After  passing  the  winter  in  camp  at  Chattanooga 
they  were  finally  mustered  out  at  Nashville  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1865.  iMr.  Pray  was  never  injured 
during  his  war  service,  though  his  comrades  fell 
on  all  sides  in  the  many  battles  and  skirmishes 
they  had  with  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Pray 
engaged  in  railroading  and  May  27,  1881,  was 
placed  in  charge  of  an  engine  on  the  C.  &  A., 
running  between  Louisiana  and  Bowling  Green. 
For  over  thirteen  years  he  was  an  engineer  on 
this  line,  always  faithful  at  his  post  of  duty  and 
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considered  a  most  reliable  employe.  He  belonged 
to  Lodge  No.  220,  15.  of  L.  E.,  Roodliouse,  Ill. 
April  2,  1895,  Mr.  Pray  opened  a  grocery  at  No. 
1 13  Third  Street,  and  has  since  given  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  business;  during  the  summer  of  1895 
he  removed  to  No.  400  Georgia  Street.  He  car¬ 
ries  a  general  line  of  staple  and  fancy  goods  and 
has  everything  about  his  store  in  systematic  or¬ 
der.  His  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  in  propor¬ 
tion  and  his  earnest  attention  to  the  wants  of 
his  customers  wins  for  him  their  respect  and 
friendship. 

March  5,  1867,  Mr.  Pray  was  married  at  Buck- 
lin,  Linn  County,  IMo.,  INliss  Sarah  Williams  be¬ 
ing  the  lady  of  his  choice.  She  was  born  in  this 
State  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of 
two  children,  namely:  Richard  S.,  now  in  Kala¬ 
mazoo,  Mich.;  Charles  H.,  who  is  at  home.  No¬ 
vember  I,  1883,  ]\lr.  Pray  married  Nettie  B., 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Zumwalt)  Mosier. 


COL.  JOHN  H.  GARTH.  There  are  few 
men  more  widely  or  favorably  known  in 
this  section  of  the  State  than  the  man 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  John  H.  Garth, 
President  of  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’  Bank 
of  Hannibal,  IMo.,  was  born  in  Botetourt  County, 
Va.,  March  10,  1837.  His  father  bore  the  name 
of  John  Garth,  while  his  mother,  prior  to  her 
marriage,  was  known  as  Miss  Emily  Houston. 
The  former  was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Va.,  in 
1784,  and  was  one  of  the  sons  of  David  Garth, 
also  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  of  English 
ancestry.  David  was  a  planter  and  after  fol¬ 
lowing  this  business  for  many  years  in  the  Old 
Dominion,  ■  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  where  he 
died. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Virginia,  and  later  moved  to  Missouri,  settling 
in  Hannibal.  This  was  in  1842.  While  in  his 
native  State  he  was  engaged  in  the  milling  and 


iron  manufacturing  business.  After  coming  to 
this  city  he  operated  in  tobacco  and  grain,  and 
also  had  a  commission  house  in  New  Orleans, 
La.  He  was  an  ardent  politician  and  an  old- 
time  Whig.  He  died  in  January,  1857.  His  wife, 
Emily  Garth,  was  a  native  of  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  and 
well  known  family  of  that  State.  She  was  a 
cousin  of  Gen.  Samuel  Houston,  of  Texas  fame. 
She  departed  this  life  in  Hannibal  in  1844. 

John  and  Emily  Garth  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  John  H.,  of  this  sketch,  and  Matthew 
C.,  deceased.  John  H.  was  reared  chiefly  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  he  secured  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion,  and  later  took  a  college  course  at  the  Mis¬ 
souri  University,  which  he  attended  in  1851  to 
1854.  After  completing  his  education  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  with  his  brother,  D.  J.,  operat¬ 
ing  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  J.  Garth  &  Co.,  at 
Hannibal.  ‘ 

During  the  second  year  of  the  late  war,-  our 
subject  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  manufacturing  and  banking  and  brok¬ 
erage  with  his  brother  and  William  N..  Hearne. 
He  continued  with  them  in  the  Empire  State 
until  1871,  when  he  returned  to  Hannibal,  and 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Farmers’  and  Mer¬ 
chants’  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  incor¬ 
porators,  he  was  made  the  Vice-President,  short¬ 
ly  afterward  succeeding  to  the  office  of  President, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  About  this  time  he 
purchased  a  farm  near  Hannibal,  comprising  six 
hundred  acres,  and  erected  thereon  a  beautiful 
residence.  There  he  has  lived  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years.  He  gave  special  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  full-blood  short-horn  and  Jersey  cat¬ 
tle,  numbers  of  which  animals  were  to  be  found 
on  his  fine  estate.  He  did  not  confine  his  atten¬ 
tion  exclusively  to  farming  operations,  however, 
as  during  this  time  he  was  President  of  the  Han¬ 
nibal  Lime  Company  and  also  President  of  the 
Missouri  Guarantee,  Savings  and  Building  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Garth  Lumber  Company,  of  Delta 
County,  IMicb.,  besides  being  interested  in  vari¬ 
ous  other  successful  enterprises. 

Col.  Garth  was  married  October  18,  i860,  to 
iMiss  Helen  V.  Kercheval,  daughter  of  William 
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F.  and  Annie  Kercheval.  Of  the  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter  born  to  them,  Anna  H.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Robert  M.  Goodlett,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and 
John  D.  is  attending  college  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.  Mrs.  Garth  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  In  politics  the  Colonel  is  a  Democrat 
and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  party,  often 
being  sent  as  delegate  to  the  various  National 
and  State  conventions.  During  the  campaign  of 
1884  he  was  a  National  delegate  to  Chicago 
when  Cleveland  was  nominated.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  Gov.  Francis  for  four 
years  and  Colonel  and  Aid-de-Camp.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  Mississippi  River  Im¬ 
provement  Conventions,  one  of  which  was  held 
at  Washington  and  the  other  at  New  Orleans. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  of  high  standing.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Garth  was  for  many  years  one  oi 
the  prominent  dry  goods  merchants  of  Hannibal. 
Both  parents  are  now  living  in  retirement  in  Ralls 
County,  Mo. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  chronicling  the  attain¬ 
ments  of  an  eminent  financier  to  deal  altogether 
in  terms  of  money;  the  word  success  has  become 
almost  wholly  debased  to  this  use  latterly,  so  that 
when  we  speak  of  a  successful  man,  financial  suc¬ 
cess  alone  is  understood.  This  is  particularly 
true  when  among  the  successful  attainments  of  a 
man  there  has  been  displayed  distinguished  abil¬ 
ity  in  the  great  art  of  money  getting,  which  seems 
to  so  dwarf  his  other  successes,  if  he  has  achieved 
any,  as  to  obscure  them  entirely.  This  works 
much  injustice  in  many  cases,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  suffered  from  the 
prevailing  misuse  of  the  term. 

Public  opinion  in  Hannibal  gives  his  breeding 
of  gentle  and  cleanly  stock  for  many  years,  and 
mentions  his  youthful  training  which  carefully 
disciplined  a  character  well  groufided  in  sterling 
principles,  and  from  the  companions  of  his  boy¬ 
hood  it  is  learned  that  he  moved  among  them 
even  as  a  boy  and  youth,  under  nature’s  im¬ 
mutable  law  which  breeds  like  from  like,  and 
which  constitutes  the  boy  father  to  the  man.  A 
gentleman,  surely  the  accomplishment  of  this 
success  is  worthy  of  the  term. 

Beginning  the  career  of  usefulness  early,  as 


glanced  at  in  the  preceding  data,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  inaugurated  for  himself  a  course  of 
mental  drill  in  which  he  has  persisted  through 
life,  training  his  mind  to  conservative  judgment; 
thoughtfully  studying  the  safe  process  of  exam¬ 
ining  facts  and'  carefully  pondering  the  relations 
between  propositions  until  his  mental  discipline 
has  acquired  for  him  a  remarkable  power  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  correct  conclusions.  His  work  in  life  has 
been  all  mental,  and  to  his  aid  he  has,  with  able 
discrimination,  directed  his  own  education 
through  channels  of  erudition  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced.  He  is  a  hard  student  of  books  and  a 
natural  reader  of  men ;  to  these  faculties  has  been 
added  extensive  travel  with  close  observation,  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  culture  which  of  itself  is  worthy  to 
stamp  success  upon  life. 

No  portraiture  of  this  life  would  be  complete 
without  mention  of  a  characteristic  which  is-  one 
of  its  salient  features,  and  which  is  ever  present 
and  inborn — a  keen  sense  of  the  ludicrous.  No 
ridiculous  view  of  a  subject  escapes  him.  It  is 
this  quality,  with  its  accompanying  pungency, 
together  with  other  social  attributes,  which  ren¬ 
ders  his  companionship  so  enjoyable. 


JOHN  HENRY  SHEPHERD  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  a  pioneer  family  of  Ralls 
County,  within  the  boundaries  of  which 
he  has  resided  since  boyhood,  with  the  exception 
of  only  a  few  years.  He  purchased  the  home¬ 
stead  where  he  has  dwelt  for  several  decades. 
May  I,  1856,  and  from  time  to  time  invested  in 
more  land,  until  he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  three 
hundred  acres.  When  he  came  to  this  county 
there  were  very  few  settlers  here,  and  at  one  time 
it  was  his  boast  that  he  knew  every  man  within 
its  limits.  In  his  earlier  years  he  was  a  Whig 
and  later  became  a  Republican.  He  was  elected 
Constable  of  Township  54,  in  1852,  holding  the 
office  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  for  several  years. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Solomon  Shepherd,  was 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  one  of  the  pioneers 


778 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  Breckinridge  County.  He  was  a  life-long 
agriculturist  and  succeeded  in  providing  well  for 
his  large  family.  In  1825  he  moved  to  Boone 
County,  Ho.,  renting  a  farm  there  for  four  year.s, 
when  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in- 
law.  The  place  was  covered  with  timber  which 
he  proceeded  to  clear  off,  but  only  lived  there 
about  two  years,  then  selling  out  and  taking  up 
his  abode  on  a  farm  north  of  the  one  where  our 
subject  is  now  living.  He  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  Government  land,  on  which  he 
made  substantial  improvements  during  his  five 
years’  residence  thereon.  From  1836  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1866,  his  home  was  near 
IMexico,  Audrain  County,  ^lo.  His  wife  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1835.  Of  their  ten  children 
only  four  survive,  namely,  Jeremiah,  John,  Julia, 
and  Benjamin.  Melissa,  Lucretia,  Thomas,  and 
one  other,  all  died  in  infancy  or  childhood,  and 
Mary  and  Rhoda  A.  have  also  passed  away. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Breckin¬ 
ridge  County,  Ky.,  April  5,  1818.  He  grew  up 
on  his  father’s  farm,  and  when  in  his  nineteenth 
year  left  home  to  make  his  own  living.  For 
some  time  he  worked  in  a  brickyard  in  Grant 
County,  Wis.,  and  was  also  employed  on  farms. 
He  can  say  what  few  men  can  with  truth,  that  he 
has  crossed  the  plains  twelve  times,  a  most  un¬ 
usual  record  in  view  of  the  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  the  daring  adventurers  of  early  da}'s 
encountered.  As  schools  were  very  few  and 
poorly  conducted  when  i\Ir.  Shepherd  came  to 
this  county,  and  as  he  was  obliged  to  give  his 
services  to  his  father  on  the  farm,  it  is  little  won¬ 
der  that  he  had  a  small  chance  of  obtaining  an 
education.  Nevertheless  he  is  a  man  of  keen 
observation,  fond  of  reading  and  study,  and  by 
his  own  efforts  became  well  informed. 

In  1850  Mr.  Shepherd  was  married  in  Audrain 
County  to  Sarah  iMcGee,  a  native  of  IMonroe 
County,  i\Io.,  but  who  was  reared  to  womanhood 
in  Ralls  County.  Her  parents  were  James  ami 
Polly  (See)  McGee,  both  natives  of  Kentuckv. 
The  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  here, 
and  with  his  wife  passed  his  last  years  in  this 
community.  For  two  years  after  his  marriage 


our  sul)ject  lived  at  the  home  of  his  wife’s  mother, 
then  moving  to  a  farm  near  his  present  home, 
and  three  years  later  coming  here.  The  land 
is  suitable  for  general  farming,  though  corn  and 
wheat  are  the  principal  products.  The  owner 
also  gives  considerable  attention  to  raising  live¬ 
stock,  and  has  been  very  prosperous. 

January  20,  1862,  ]Mr.  Shepherd  enlisted  in 
the  Union  service  as  a  private  in  Company  E, 
Second  Regiment  of  Missouri  Cavalry,  under 
Col.  McNeal  and  Capt.  Cowen.  In  August, 
1862,  he  took  part  in  an  engagement  at  Perry 
Grove,  !Mo.,  where  they  met  the  forces  of  Green 
and  Porter.  His  next  battle  was  at  Pierce’s  Mill 
in  Shelby  County,  ]Mo.,  and  at  Kirksville  there 
was  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  enemy.  Then 
with  his  company  he  went  to  the  southern  part 
of  the  State  and  met  IMarmaduke’s  soldiers  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  jMo.  He  was  in  several  other 
engagements  of  lesser  note  during  his  three 
years’  service,  and  finally  received  an  honorable 
discharge,  Alay  12,  1865.  With  the  exception 
of  a  slight  injury  incurred  during  his  first  battle 
he  was  never  wounded,  and  was  always  present 
at  his  post  of  duty. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Shepherd  have  never  had  any 
children  of  their  own,  but  have  adopted  several 
to  whom  they  have  stood  in  the  light  of  parents, 
giving  them  loving  care  and  every  possible  ad¬ 
vantage.  At  present  a  member  of  their  house¬ 
hold  is  Aliss  Lettie  Henderson,  who  has  lived 
with  them  for  many  years.  Air.  Shepherd  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  while  his  wife 
is  a  Alethodist,  and  both  take  great  interest  in 
religious  progress. 


CHRISTIAN  S.  JACKSON  is  numbered 
among  the  enterprising  and  progressive 
young  farmers  of  Ralls  County  and,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  he  has  not  long  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  independent  effort,  has  succeeded  re¬ 
markably  well  and  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the 
principal  agriculturists  of  the  district  ere*  many 
more  years  have  rolled  over  his  head.  The  home- 
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stead  on  which  he  has  made  substantial  improve¬ 
ments  and  which  has  been  in  his  possession  but 
three  years,  is  situated  on  Section  36,  Township 
54,  Range  7. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  James  W.  and  Sarah 
E.  (Sharp)  Jackson,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  His  father  was 
born  in  Delaware,  November  24,  1825,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Julius  and  Elizabeth  (Walls)  Jack- 
son,  both  natives  of  Delaware.  James  Jackson 
came  to  Missouri  when  a  boy,  with  his  parents, 
and  settled  in  Shelby  County,  afterward  going 
to  Marion  County,  where  he  married  Sarah  E. 
Sharp,  a  native  of  Virginia.  Of  this  union  seven 
children  were  born,  of  whom  the  eldest  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are  William  R.  P.;  James 
B.;  Emma  E.;  Edward  A.;  Cornelius  C.,  and 
Christian  S.  The  father  died  February  28,  1881, 
and  since  that  time  his  widow  has  resided  upon 
the  farm  in  Marion  County,  and  has  taken  charge 
of  its  management.  In  this  she  has  shown  her¬ 
self  to  be  a  woman  of  excellent  executive  ability 
and  good  judgment. 

Christian  S.  Jackson  was  born  in  Alarion 
County,  Mo.,  September  18,  1867,  and  his  boy¬ 
hood  was  passed  in  the  usual  way  of  farmer  lads, 
his  time  being  divided  between  work  and  play. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  a 
farm  and  after  the  former’s  death  was  an  inval¬ 
uable  aid  to  his  widowed  mother.  When  he  was 
in  his  nineteenth  year  he  assumed  much  of  the 
responsibility  and  soon  afterward  began  working 
a  portion  of  the  farm  on  his  own  account.  Two 
or  three  years  later  he  came  to  Ralls  County  and 
purchased  sixty-seven  acres,  his  present  home. 
He  has  instituted  many  improvements  and  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming.  Corn  and  oats  are  the 
principal  staple  crops  and  the  farm  also  seems 
well  adapted  for  raising  horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 
The  owner  is  a  man  of  practical  ideas  and  is  not 
so  conservative  that  he  will  not  adopt  new  and 
well-sanctioned  methods.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
good  general  information  and  in  his  political 
faith  is  an  ally  of  the  Democracy. 

October  30,  1890,  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
Mary  C.  Allison  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parents,  Capt.  J.  W.  and  Catherine  Alli¬ 


son,  of  Ralls  County.  (See  their  sketch  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.)  Mrs.  Jackson  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  10,  1866,  in  this  county  and  here  grew  to 
womanhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two 
children;  James  A.,  born  October  2,  1891,  and 
whose  death  occurred  when  he  was  but  four 
months  old,  and  Owen  R.,  born  August  27,  1894. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  South  and  are  actively 
concerned  in  its  various  lines  of  usefulness. 


OBERT  K.  PHILLIPS  has  been  Post¬ 
master  of  West  Hartford,  Ralls  County, 
for  the  past  ten  years,  having  entered 
upon  his  duties  in  May,  1885,  and  since  then 
having  had  the  office  in  his  own  dwelling.  Po¬ 
litically  he  has  always  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  since  the  war  and  has  held  a  number  of 
local  offices  in  this  district,  such  as  School  Di¬ 
rector,  etc.,  acquitting  himself  in  a  thorough, 
practical  manner.  For  some  fourteen  years  he 
has  been  the  proprietor  of  a  farm  on  Section  32, 
Township  54,  Range  6,  but  he  has  been  an  in¬ 
habitant  of  Ralls  County  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  and  intimately  associated  with  its  prog¬ 
ress. 

Isaac  Phillips,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  his  parents  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  His  birth  occurred  in  1793  and  in  1820 
he  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  Ky.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1857  located  near  Centre,  Ralls  Coun¬ 
ty.  There  he  rented  a  farm  for  two  years  and 
then  purchased  a  farm  on  Lick  Creek,  in  this 
county,  near  our  subject’s  present  home.  This 
was  his  dwelling  place  until  he  was  claimed  by 
death  July  17,  1880.  He  was  three  times  married, 
his  first  wife  being  a  Miss  Woolfolk,  of  Oldham 
County,  Ky.  She  survived  their  marriage  only 
a  few  months  and  later  ^Ir.  Phillips  married  her 
cousin,  also  a  Miss  Woolfolk.  Their  children 
were:  Agnes,  who  married  Dr.  A.  S.  Newton, 
now  of  Louisville,  and  Margrette,  who  died  at. 
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the  age  of  five  years.  The  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  departed  this  life  about  1832,  and  a  year 
and  a  half  later  our  subject’s  father  married  Cath¬ 
erine  M.  Durham,  their  union  taking  place  in  j 
1834  in  Boyle  County,  Ky.  She  was  a  native  of  1 
Mercer  County,  Ky.,  and  her  death  occurred  sev¬ 
eral  years  prior  to  that  of  her  husband  in  April, 
1854.  Of  their  seven  children,  Robert  K.  is  the 
eldest  and  the  others,  in  the  order  of  birth,  are 
William  H.,  iMary  Frances,  Isaac,  Emeline,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Thomas  D.,  and  Elizabeth  Beat¬ 
ty.  The  sister  last  mentioned  is  a  resident  of 
Cairo,  Ill.;  William  H.  is  traveling  in  this  district 
for  a  Kentucky  tobacco  company;  Isaac  has  been 
engaged  in  mining  in  Silver  City,  Idaho,  and 
Thomas  is  a  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  Dallas,  Ore. 

Born  in  Oldham  County,  Ky.,  April  3,  1835, 
R.  K.  Phillips  passed  his  boyhood  on  a  farm  and 
was  given  a  good  education,  as  were  all  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters.  He  was  more  fortunate  than 
most  of  them,  however,  as  in  company  with  his 
sister,  he  took  a  college  course.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  left  home  and,  going  to  Cairo, 
Ill.,  helped  lay  out  the  second  division  of  that 
place  with  William  Newell,  the  City  Engineer. 
In  the  spring  of  1856  he  went  to  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  and  rented  a  farm  three  miles  from  Pal¬ 
myra.  In  November,  1856,  he  came  to  this  coun¬ 
ty  and  taught  school  near  Centre  for  six  months. 
He  then  resumed  agricultural  pursuits  and  a  year 
and  a  half  subsequently,  when  his  father  came  to 
Missouri,  went  to  live  on  his  farm.  Afterwar.I 
the  father  and  son  settled  on  the  farm  near  Perry, 
a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  and  made  substan¬ 
tial  improvements  on  the  place. 

April  14,  1859,  R.  K.  Phillips  married  iMiss  j 
Mary  Muldron,  who  was  born  in  iMarion  Conn-  I 
ty,  this  State,  in  November,  1835,  and  whose 
father,  John,  better  known  as  Jack  iMuldron,  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  region,  and  well- 
known  to  the  early  settlers.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Phillips  rented  a  farm  not  far  from  his  fath¬ 
er's  home  and  in  a  little  more  than  a  year  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  west  of  Perry,  living  there  until 
the  war  broke  out.  July  24,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  as  a  private  in  Company 
A,  under  Col.  Porter  and  Benjamin  Ely.  He 


took  part  in  the  numerous  skirmishes  and  en¬ 
gagements  in  which  his  regiment  was  active,  and 
also  in  the  battles  of  Edina,  Kirksville,  Walnut 
Creek  and  others,  but  was  never  injured  in  any 
way.  He  was  discharged  near  Portland,  Cal¬ 
laway  County,  October  28,  1862.  On  resuming 
the  peaceful  avocations  of  life  he  went  to  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Ky.,  and  taught  school  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Texas  for  two  terms  of  six  months  each. 
November  i,  1867,  he  returned  to  this  county 
and  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  until  the  death  of 
his  wife,  wdiich  occurred  Eebruary  14,  1869. 

April  21,  1881,  ]Mr.  Phillips  married  Marga¬ 
ret  E.  Gallaher,  who  was  born  in  Ralls  County. 
Her  father.  Allin  G.  Gallaher,  a  native  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  is  a  minister  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  the  fall  of  1881  Mr.  Phillips  and  wife  moved 
to  their  present  home,  buying  one  hundred  and 
four  acres,  which  he  set  to  work  diligently  to  im¬ 
prove.  By  his  first  marriage  ]\Ir.  Phillips  had 
three  children,  E.  Belle,  now  in  New  Mexico; 
Paulina  A.  and  John  I.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Per¬ 
ry,  and  at  present  he  is  holding  the  office  of  elder. 
He  is  a  man  of  high  and  honorable  principles, 
always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  less 
fortunate  than  himself,  but  his  charities  are  per¬ 
formed  in  an  unostentatious  manner. 


JOHN  W.  ROY.  As  a  Avorthy  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  intelligence,  the  integrity,  and 
the  moral  worth  of  the  people  of  Ralls 
County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  no 
ordinary  position.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  his  community,  and  the  fact 
that  he  is  well  spoken  of  by  the  rich  and  poor, 
high  and  low,  is  sufficient  indication  of  his  char¬ 
acter. 

Mr.  Roy  was  born  in  IMarion  County,  March 
23,  1861,  and  is  the  son  of  Fantley  J.  and  Vienna 
(Finnell)  Roy,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  at  Front  Royal,  Warren  County,  until  com- 
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ing  to  Missouri  with  his  parents  in  1836.  He  lo¬ 
cated  in  Marion  County,  near  Hester,  where  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  made  his 
home  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years.  He 
then  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Virginia,  but 
two  years  later  we  find  him  living  on  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  purchased,  also  in  Marion  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  resided  until  November,  1872, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Lewis  County. 
There  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  prop¬ 
erty  for  four  or  five  years  and,  again  disposing  pf 
it,  he  came  for  the  third  time  to  Marion  County 
and  made  his  home  with  his  children  until  his 
decease,  March  16,  1885. 

To  Fantley  J.  and  Vienna  F.  Roy  there  were 
born  twelve  children.  The  first-named,  William 
R.,  is  a  resident  of  St.  Louis;  Reuben,  Circuit 
Judge  of  Ralls  County,  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  The  others  were  Fantley  J., 
Mary  E.,  and  James  C.,  deceased;  John  W., 
Robert  Lee,  Thomas  G.,  Sidney  Johnson,  Gib¬ 
son  (deceased),  Annie  S.  and  Vienna. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  obtained  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in  Marion  County, 
and  when  a  lad  of  sixteen  years  began  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  at  once  engaged 
in  farm  work,  which  he  has  made  his  vocation  in 
life.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1882,  was  Miss  Annie  M.,  daughter  of 
William  and  Hester  (Pettitt)  Crane,  residents  of 
Marion  County,  and  whose  sketch  will  appear 
on  another  page  in  this  book. 

Mr.  Roy  continued  to  reside  on  a  farm  in 
Marion  County  until  1890,  when  he  came  to  Ralls 
County,  and  settled  on  Section  33,  where  he  has 
ever  since  made  his  home.  The  estate  is  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  extent,  w'hich  he 
successfully  manipulates  and  which  is  today  a 
monument  to  his  energy  and  ability. 

The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
are:  Vienna  F.,  Reuben  R.,  and  Walter  White. 
They  are  both  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  are  regarded  as  being  very  liberal 
toward  the  support  of  church  work.  Mr.  Roy 
has  alwAys  been  a  hard-w’orking  man  and  should 
derive  much  satisfaction  from  the  part  which 
he  has  played  in  life,  building  up  a  record  which 


his  descendants  may  look  upon  with  pride.  By 
a  course  of  prudence  and  good  management  he 
has  become  w^ell-to-do  financially,  and  in  tlie 
fall  of  1889,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  made 
a  tour  of  the  Western  States,  remaining  away 
from  home  for  nearly  a  year.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat. 


Napoleon  b.  lewellen  is  a 

wealthy  and  prominent  citizen  of  Spen¬ 
cer  Township,  Pike  County,  and  is  now 
living  retired  from  active  business.  He  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  owmer 
of  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land. 
He  is  a  leader  in  the  Baptist  Church,  wfith  which 
he  became  connected  in  1851,  and  for  over  forty 
years  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon.  During 
a  period  of  thirty  years  he  has  served  as  a  School 
Director  at  intervals  and  his  influence  has  al¬ 
ways  been  counted  upon  in  everything  pertain¬ 
ing  to  education,  religion  or  other  movements 
calculated  to  benefit  the  public. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  James  and  Mary  H. 
(Wylie)  Lewellen,  had  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Zephalinda,  born  in  1818,  became  the  wife  of 
Judge  William  Brashear,  now  of  Vandalia;  Wil¬ 
liam,  born  in  1820,  died  in  1878;  John  W.,  re¬ 
tired  farmer,  living  at  Laddonia,  IMo. ;  Charlotte, 
born  in  1825,  died  in  1841 ;  Napoleon  B.,  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Kittie  C.,  born  in  1830,  married 
Thomas  V.  Hill,  farmer  of  Ralls  County,  Mo.; 
Mary  A.,  born  in  1833,  became  the  wife  of  Geo. 
McGrue  and  is  deceased;  Dollie  A.,  born  in  1838, 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  these  children  was 
born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  1788,  and  died  in 
Pike  County,  in  1872.  His  wflfe,  Mary  Harwood, 
WAS  born  in  Logan  County,  Ky.,  in  1798,  and 
died  in  1881.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Wylie,  and  sister  of  William,  Dollie,  Gil¬ 
more  W.  and  Charlotte,  all  deceased. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Jacob  and  Jane  Lewellen,  the  former  a  native  of 
Wales.  He  emigrated  to  Virginia  with  his  par- 
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ents,  then  went  to  Kentucky,  but  finally  settled  in 
Ralls  County,  Mo.,  where  he  became  an  exten¬ 
sive  slave-owner.  He  was  the  father  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children,  namely:  Samuel,  John,  Han¬ 
nah,  Jacob,  Martha,  James,  Robert,  Racbel  and 
Joseph.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  Miss  Rackeby.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  sailor  in  bis  early  days  and 
after  moving  to  this  State  owned  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  w'hich  part  of  the  City 
of  Hannibal  now  stands. 

James  and  Mary  Lewellen  w^ere  married  in 
Logan  County,  Ky.,  in  i8i6,  and  came  to  this 
county  three  years  later,  settling  on  Indian 
Creek,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Town  of  Ne'.v 
Hartford.  The  father  killed  a  bear  here  which 
weighed  seven  hundred  pounds. 

The  birth  of  N.  B.  Lewellen  took  place  in  Peno 
Township,  Pike  County,  December  29,  1827.  He 
remained  on  his  father’s  homestead  until  he  w^as 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  set  forth  to 
“paddle  his  own  canoe.”  In  1851  he  purchased 
on  credit  the  homestead  Avhich  he  now  owns  and 
which  comprised  tw'o  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
His  brother  w^as  in  partnership  wdth  him  and 
after  our  subject’s  marriage  they  divided  the 
property.  November  15,  1852,  Mr.  Lewellen 
chose  for  his  partner  in  life’s  battles  Agnes  T. 
Lew'ellen,  a  second  cousin.  She  was  born  in  this 
county,  reared  here  and  -was  summoned  to  the 
better  land  December  5,  1891.  Her  parents, 
John  W.  and  Jane  (Tribue)  Lewellen,  w'ere  na¬ 
tives  of  Tennessee  and  were  numbered  among- 
the  first  settlers  of  this  locality.  For  a  number 
of  years  they  lived  in  Peno  Township,  the  father 
being  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  salt  and  in 
his  honor  Lake  Lewellen  w’as  named.  The  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Le\vellen  are  as 
follows:  Serepha,  widow  of  D.  Bibb,  who  owned 
a  farm  in  this  township,  and  she  is  a  resident  of 
Frankford;  Arimenta  J.,  of  Colorado,  wife  of  A. 
Johnson;  Adelia  A.,  deceased;  Jacob  L.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Susan,  deceased,  wife  of  H.  Scanlan,  of 
this  county;  Cynthia,  deceased,  wife  of  Tom  Rus¬ 
sel,  also  deceased;  Samuel,  farmer  of  Oregon; 
Lulu,  wife  of  Robert  Grabam,  farmer  of  Ore¬ 
gon;  Josephine  (Mrs.  Charles  Lilly),  of  Oregon. 


The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Napoleon  Lewellen 
was  blessed  with  ten  children:  Mary,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  I,  1853,  married  William  Dickerson  and 
died  at  Frankford,  November  13,  1873;  John, 
born  March  21,  1855,  is  a  farmer  of  Greene 
County,  Mo.;  Rolla,  born  January  12,  1857,  is 
a  farmer  in  Arkansas;  Serepha  J.,  born  jMay  14, 
1859,  married  Frank  Alvis,  farmer  of  Phelps 
County,  Mo.;  James  D.,  born  July  23,  1861,  ope¬ 
rates  a  farm  near  Vandalia;  Willis  N.,  born  No¬ 
vember  20,  1863,  is  a  farmer  of  Audrain  Coun¬ 
ty;  Dollie  J.,  born  February  24,  1866,  is  the  wife 
of  James  M.  Baity,  farmer  of  this  township;  Ed¬ 
die,  born  May  23,  1869,  is  a  mercbant  of  Annada, 
this  county;  Theodore  C.,  born  November  10, 
1871,  married  Cora  Sisson,  and  manages  the 
home  farm;  Pearl,  born  IMay  22,  1874,  and  wife 
of  Tony  Smith,  completes  the  family. 


ACOB  R.  WELTY.  The  gentleman  to 
whom  we  call  the  attention  of  our  readers 
is  a  prominent  and  influential  farmer  of 
Ralls  County,  where  he  operates  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  lying  on  Section  2,  Tov.mship  53,  Range 
7.  Eighty  acres  of  this  is  a  part  of  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  and  the  entire  property  is  well  improved, 
well  stocked,  and  in  all  respects  an  attractive  and 
valuable  piece  of  real  estate. 

Our  subject,  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Va., 
June  15,  1829,  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Coontz)  Welty.  The  former  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Md.,  January  13,  1793, 
and  died  January  i,  1877,  while  the  mother’s  birth 
occurred  in  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  September' 
1797;  she  died  June  25,  1847.  Mr.  Welty  lo¬ 
cated  in  Jefferson  County  in  1824,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Coontz,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  of  a  blacksmith  until  June,  1836,  the 
year  in  wdiich  he  made  the  journey  to  Missouri. 
The  trip  was  an  overland  one,  and  IMr.  Welty  on 
his  arrival  here  settled  a  mile  and  a  half  north¬ 
east  of  Cincinnati,  Ralls  County,  where  he  livefl 
on  a  rented  farm  for  three  years.  We  then  find 
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him  living  on  rented  property  two  and  one-halt 
miles  north  of  Perry,  which  he  operated  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  From  that  place  ho 
moved  to  the  tract  of  which  our  subject  is  now  the 
owner.  He  took  possession  of  this  place  when 
it  was  perfectly  raw  and  in  its  primitive  condition, 
but  so  ably  did  he  manage  affairs  that  at  the  tinie 
of  his  death,  January  i,  1877,  it  was  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township. 

Jacob  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Welty  became  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ellen  is  now  living  with  our  subject;  John 
Monroe  died  aged  nineteen  years;  Drusilla  Ann 
also  makes  her  home  with  our  subject,  who  was 
third  born;  Emily  Susan  married  Charles  Phil¬ 
lips  and  makes  her  home  on  a  farm  north  of 
Perry,  and  Hiram  Cheney  died  when  eight  years 
of  age.  '  ' 

The  original  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home, 
aiding  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  our  subject  being  then  forty- 
eight  years  old.  March  13,  1865,  he  took  a 
trip  to  Christian  County,  Ill.,  and  worked  out  on 
a  farm  until  August  of  that  year,  when  he  returned 
home,  and  has  lived  there  ever  since.  The  home¬ 
stead  was  at  first  evenly  divided  between  Jacob  R. 
and  his  two  sisters,  and  to  this  the  former  after¬ 
wards  added  eighty  acres  more,  making  his  estate 
to  contain  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Socially  Mr.  Welty  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
Lick  Creek  Lodge  No.  302,  at  Perry.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  has  always  voted  for  Democratic  candi¬ 
dates,  this  being  the  party  of  his  choice.  He  is 
successful  in  his  ventures  as  a  farmer,  and  is  well 
known  and  popular  with  the  residents  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 


Edward  W.  walker,  since  sixteen 

years  of  age  Mr.  Walker  has  made  his 
home  in  Marion  County,  and  during  th.e 
greater  part  of  that  time  has  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  enterprising  and  in¬ 
dustrious,  and  through  the  exercise  of  these  qual¬ 
ities  has  succeeded  in  making  ample  provision 


for  the  wants  of  his  family,  and  has,  moreover, 
laid  aside  a  certain  proportion  of  his  income,  and 
is  now  living  in  retirement  on  his  well  culti¬ 
vated  farm. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Virginia,  January  29, 
1816,  a  son  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Ann  (Wilson) 
Walker,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  the 
father  being  born  there  in  1788.  The  father  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Susan  (Haley)  Walker, 
Virginians,  who  lived  and  died  in  that  State, 
among  whose  residents  they  were  highly  re¬ 
garded.  Their  children,  all  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased,  were  as  follows:  James,  born  August 
18,  1762;  Elizabeth,  in  April,  1764;  Daniel  W., 
January  25,  1767;  Mary,  April  5,  1769;  Richard 
W.,  February  25,  1771;  Jarrard  W.,  May  25, 
1773;  Henry,  May  3,  1778;  Sarah,  May  25,  1779, 
and  Benjamin  C.,  December  5,  1788. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Ann  (Bulington)  Wilson,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia,  in  which  State  they  were  farm¬ 
ers  and  where  they  resided  all  their  lives.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Robert,  Josiah,  Erwan,  Judy,  Mary,  Harry  and 
Ann.  Benjamin  and  Ann  Walker  were  married 
in  their  native  State  January  27,  1813,  and  to 
them  were  given  a  family  of  five  children,  of 
whom  Erancis  B.  was  born  May  25,  1814,  and 
died  in  1883;  Edward  was  born  January  29,  1816, 
and  is  the  original  of  this  sketch;  Robert  H.  was 
born  April  13,  1822,  and  is  deceased,  as  is  like¬ 
wise  Sarah  H.,  who  was  born  July  30,  1824; 
Emma  C.  was  born  September  15,  1827;  she  is 
now  the  Avife  of  William  T.  Payne,  of  this  county. 

Edward  W.  W alker  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1840,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Payne,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  March  8,  1822,  and  departed  this  life 
in  January,  1863.  Her  parents  were  Erancis 
and  Harriet  (Bowles)  Payne,  natives  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  whence  they  came  to  this  county  in 
1827.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic 
and  became  quite  well-to-do  in  his  ventures  in 
iMissouri,  where  he  passed  the  balance  of  his  life. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  there  was  born  a  large 
family,  of  which  we  make  the  following  men¬ 
tion:  David  is -engaged  in  growing  fruit  in  Flor¬ 
ida;  Jesse  is  a  retired  farmer,  living  in  Vern.jn 
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County,  this  State;  William  is  an  agriculturist  of 
prominence  in  this  county;  Charles  is  cultivat¬ 
ing  a  tract  of  land  in  Knox  County,  Mo.,  in 
which  section  John  is  also  living;  Benjamin  is 
deceased;  Warren  makes  his  home  in  Florida, 
and  is  a  traveling  salesman;  Elizabeth  and  ]\Ie- 
lissa  are  deceased;  Susan  A.  is  now  the  wife  of 
J.  P.  Hiner,  a  farmer  of  Marion  County;  Berilla 
married  W.  B.  Stevens  and  is  living  at  Monroe 
City.  Her  husband  is  a  retired  farmer  and  for 
some  time  was  the  popular  Clerk  of  Ralls 
County,  Mo. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  thirteen  children,  as  follows: 
Miss  Emma  E.  makes  her  home  with  her  par¬ 
ents;  Susan  is  deceased;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
W.  B.  Dresher,  a  retired  merchant  of  Hannibal; 
Sarah  is  deceased;  Benjamin  is  engaged  in  rais¬ 
ing  fruit  in  Elorida;  William  departed  this  life 
while  in  California;  Lillie  is  now  IMrs.  W.  A.  Bix- 
ler,  and  lives  on  a  fine  farm  in  IMonroe  County, 
Mo.;  David  B.  is  an  agriculturist  of  prominence 
of  this  county;  America  is  now  deceased,  and  the 
remaining  members  of  the  family  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  passed  the  first  six¬ 
teen  years  of  his  life  on  his  father’s  homestead 
in  Virginia.  The  family  came  about  that  time  to 
Missouri,  his  father  purchasing  land  in  this 
county  and  township,  where  Edward  lived  for 
two  years  after  attaining  his  majority.  He  then 
began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  his  first  em¬ 
ployment  being  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  worked 
for  one  man  eighteen  months  and  then  spent  the 
next  year  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law.  He 
then  undertook  to  cultivate  a  tract  on  his  own 
responsibility,  renting  property  for  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  moved  upon 
a  tract  of  forty  acres  which  had  been  given  him 
for  services  rendered  and  for  fifteen  years  he  was 
engaged  in  its  cultivation.  Then  in  company 
with  his  brother  Robert  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  his  present  farm,  which  comprised  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres.  They  continued  to  work 
the  place  together  for  two  years  when  our  sub¬ 
ject  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  and  from 
that  time  until  1890  was  engaged  in  its  opera¬ 


tion  with  good  success.  That  year  he  sold  out, 
but  soon  thereafter  bought  back  fifty-one  acres, 
upon  which  he  makes  his  home  at  the  present 
time.  He  has  accumulated  a  sufficient  amount  of 
this  world’s  goods  to  enable  him  to  live  in  com¬ 
fort  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  early  years  of 
toil.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  church  or¬ 
ganization  and  in  politics  never  fails  to  cast  a 
vote  in  favor  of  Democratic  candidates.  Social¬ 
ly,  he  is  a  jMason  of  high  standing  and  takes 
great  interest  in  the  work  of  that  order.  His  life 
has  been  such  that  he  has  won  and  held  the  high 
regard  of  the  people  of  his  community,  and  in¬ 
deed  of  the  entire  county,  for  he  is  widely  known. 


Hon.  JAAIES  H.  underwood.  There 

is  probably  no  man  better  known  or  more 
favorably  held  in  the  estimation  of  all  the 
citizens  of  Ralls  County,  than  is  this  gentleman, 
whose  home  is  on  Section  29,  Township  54, 
Range  7.  The  confidence  reposed  in  him  was 
manifested  in  November,  1874,  when  he  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  County  Courts  on  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  ticket.  That  position  of  trust  and  honor 
was  ably  filled  by  him  for  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  noted  for  his  wise  decisions,  his  clear 
discernment  of  human  nature,  and  his  knowledge 
of  right  and  justice.  He  is  pre-eminently  a  self- 
made  man,  and  owes  all  that  he  now  possesses 
to  his  own  hard  work  for  years  past. 

The  Judge  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  June 
I,  1829,  being  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Bur- 
bridge)  Underwood,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ken¬ 
tucky,  respectively.  The  father  emigrated  from 
Virginia  to  Kentucky  while  young  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  in  Bath 
County,  and  continued  to  operate  his  farm  in  that 
vicinity  until  1827,  when  he  started  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  household  effects  by  wagon  to  ^Missouri. 
Arriving  here  he  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as 
the  “Chilton”  farm  in  Pike  County,  renting  this 
homestead  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Then  moving 
to  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  our  subject. 
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he  entered  a  quarter  section  of  land,  which  was 
then  thickly  covered  with  timber.  By  the  help 
of  his  sons  he  cleared  most  of  the  forests  away 
and  made  numerous  substantial  improvements. 
As  he  could  af¥ord  to  do  so,  he  purchased  addi¬ 
tional  tracts  of  land,  until  at  one  time  he  owned 
four  hundred  acres.  He  took  a  lively  interest 
in  politics  and  public  af¥airs,  and  enjoyed  the 
friendship  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  had 
any  business  or  social  dealings.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1876,  when  he  had  survived  his  faithful 
and  loving  wife  some  twenty  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Julia  Ann, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Alvin  Powell,  now  also 
deceased;  Alfred  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  in  1848;  Mary  J.  is  the  widow  of  Joseph 
D.  Tatlow,  and  is  a  resident  of  Monroe  County, 
Mo.;  Martha  died  when  in  her  eighteenth  year; 
George  M.  passed  away  when  sixteen  years  of 
age;  J.  H.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  and  Jehu 
died  in  infancy. 

The  boyhood  of  Judge  Underwood  was  spent 
in  a  quiet,  yet  happy  way  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  during  a  part  of  each  year,  after  arriving  at 
a  suitable  age,  he  attended  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  He  was  of  great  assist¬ 
ance  to  his  father  in  managing  the  farm,  which  he 
helped  to  clear  and  increase  in  value.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s 
death,  and  therefore  inherited  the  home  farm, 
where  he  has  passed  nearly  a  lifetime.  The  place 
comprises  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acre.-?, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  which  is  now 
under  cultivation  and  finely  adapted  for  raising 
corn,  wheat,  and  other  cereals,  which  are  the 
principal  products.  The  pleasant  and  substan¬ 
tial  house  in  which  the  Judge  makes  his  abode 
was  erected  by  him  in  1859. 

On  May  26,  1859,  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Underwood  and  Miss  Mary  F. 
Phillips,  a  native  of  Oldham  County,  Ky.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Phillips,  who  settled  in  Ralls 
County  about  1857.  The  union  of  our  subject 
and  wife  was  blessed  by  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  deceased.  Florence,  the  eldest,  became  tlie 
wife  of  William  Culellan,  of  Texas;  Katie  E.  and 
Leda  live  at  home  and  keep  house  for  their  father; 
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Jessie  married  John  McElroy,  a  farmer  of  Mon¬ 
roe  County;  Samuel  L.  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years,  and  the  youngest  died  in  infancy,  unnamed. 
The  children  have  received  good  educational 
privileges  and  have  attended  the  High  School. 
Mrs.  Underwood  was  summoned  to  the  home 
beyond,  Eebruary  7,  1879,  leaving  a  wide  circle 
of  sincere  friends  who  cherish  her  memory.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  old  school  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  has  always  been  prompt  and 
ready  to  contribute  money  for  religious  and  be¬ 
nevolent  purposes. 


LEXANDER  GOSNEY  is  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  and  makes  his  abode  on  his 
well-equipped  homestead,  which  is  located  on 
Section  5,  Township  56,  Range  8.  His  life  has 
been  marked  by  the  utmost  honesty  and  fairness 
in  all  his  dealings  with  others  and  thus  he  has 
constantly  risen  in  the  opinion  of  his  neighbors 
and  all  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con¬ 
tact.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has  em¬ 
bodied  its  exalted  teachings  in  his  daily  perform¬ 
ance  of  duties. 

A  native  of  Adams  County,  Ohio,  our  subject 
was  born  March  13,  1832,  to  David  and  Ann 
(Wilson)  Gosney.  The  father  was  born  in  West 
Virginia  in  1797  and  in  1821  was  married  to  Miss 
Wilson,  who  was  born  on  the  Eastern  shore  of 
Maryland,  and  whose  death  occurred  November 
4,  1875,  when  she  was  in  her  seventy-fifth  year. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows;  Robert 
H.,  now  a  retired  farmer  of  Lewis  County;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  deceased,  wife  of  H.  P.  Shaw,  also  deceased; 
Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Clarke,  a  resident  of  this 
township;  James  W.,  a  retired  farmer  of  Clarence, 
Shelby  County,  Mo.;  Alexander;  David,  de¬ 
ceased;  William  E.,  who  is  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  in  this  township;  Mary  A.,  de¬ 
ceased;  and  Eliza  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Gosney,  who,  though  he  bore  the 
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same  surname,  was  not  a  relative.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  have  passed  from  this  life.  David  j 
Gosney,  Sr.,  came  to  ]\Iarion  County  in  the  j 
spring  of  1843  on  a  prospecting  tour,  then  re-  j 
turned  to  Ohio,  but  the  next  year  settled  in  the  | 
southeastern  part  of  this  township,  where  he  pur-  i 
chased  a  farm  and  continued  to  dwell  during  his  ! 
declining  years.  Until  the  war  he  was  identified  | 
with  the  Whig  party,  but  at  that  time  voted  for 
Breckenridge.  His  death  occurred  August  10, 
1863,  and  his  loss  was  widely  felt  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  old  school 
Presbyterian  doctrines,  but  never  associated  him¬ 
self  with  any  congregation. 

When  he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  Alex¬ 
ander  Gosney  became  a  resident  of  this  township,  . 
and  from  that  time  until  reaching  his  majority  ! 
was  of  great  assistance  in  the  management  of  the  j 
home  farm.  When  he  left  there  to  seek  his  own 
livelihood  his  sole  possessions  consisted  of  one  \ 
horse,  without  saddle  or  bridle,  these  necessary  I 
articles  being  borrowed  until  he  could  make 
enough  money  to  buy  some  for  himself.  He 
obtained  work  as  a  farm  hand  at  fourteen  dol¬ 
lars  per  month,  and  was  thus  employed  for  a  i 
year.  After  his  marriage  he  rented  a  farm  in  this  ! 
township  for  three  years,  and  succeeded  so  well  | 
that  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  saved  sufficient  I 
funds  to  purchase  a  farm  of  thirty  acres.  This 
place  he  cultivated  for  fifteen  years,  then  selling 
out  and  buying  his  present  homestead  of  eighty 
acres.  To  this  as  a  nucleus  he  added  other  land 
until  he  owned  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres, 
but  part  of  this  he  has  since  disposed  of.  His  , 
education  was  such  as  was  afforded  by  the  district  i 
schools,  the  nearest  one  of  which  was  three  miles  ‘ 
distant  from  his  home. 

In  1854  Mr.  Gosney  married  Emerine,  daugh-  , 
ter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Stevens)  Mefford.  They  i 
were  formerly  of  Scott  County,  Ky.,  but  became  j 
residents  of  this  county  in  1838.  Settling  in  Han-  | 
nibal,  Mr.  Alefford  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  car¬ 
penter  for  a  year,  then  purchased  a  farm  in  this  j 
townsliip  and  lived  thereon  until  1881,  when  he 
went  to  pass  his  last  years  in  Hunnewell,  Shelby 
County,  this  State.  His  death  occurred  in  1888 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his  , 


wife,  who  died  in  1887,  was  then  in  her  seventy- 
fifth  year.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Em¬ 
erine;  Harrison,  a  farmer  of  this  State;  Mary,  wife 
of  J.  W.  IMcGlocklin,  a  retired  farmer  of  Shel- 
bina,  jMo. ;  Laura,  deceased;  John  T.,  who  is  in 
the  butcher  business  in  Dewitt,  Carroll  County, 
Mo.;  Sarah  J.,  deceased,  wife  of  William  James, 
of  Hunnewell;  James  H.,  who  is  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  butchering  business  in  Osceola,  St. 
Clair  County,  Mo.;  Margaret  A.,  widow  of  Ver¬ 
non  Warner,  of  Shelby  County;  Susan  A.,  Mrs. 
R.  L.  IMartin,  of  Shelbina;  Helen,  wife  of  S.  M. 
Severe,  of  California;  and  Perry,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

IMrs.  Gosney  was  born  near  Covington,  Ky., 
January  28,  1828,  and  was  therefore  only  ten 
years  old  when  she  came  to  this  county,  where 
she  received  a  large  share  of  her  education.  By 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased,  William  W.  and  David  W. 
Laura  A.,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  J.  C. 
Stoddard,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  this  township; 
Thomas  L.  is  an  enterprising  farmer  of  this  town¬ 
ship,  also;  the  two  youngest  daughters,  Sarah  A. 
and  Sanorah  IM.,  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gos¬ 
ney  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  always  among  the  first  to  re¬ 
spond  to  calls  upon  them  for  assistance  in  re¬ 
ligious  and  charitable  undertakings.  Politically 
IMr.  Gosney  is  a  stanch  follower  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  » 


CHARLES  T.  WESTEALL,  who  has  been 
the  efficient  School  Director  of  Township 
53,  Ralls  County,  for  the  past  six  years, 
is  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  of  this  locality, 
and  is  justly  entitled  to  representation  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  her  pioneers  and  leading  business  men. 
Since  arriving  at  mature  years  he  has  given  his 
entire  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  has 
been  exceedingly  prosperous.  He  arrived  in 
Ralls  County  in  the  spring  of  1870,  and  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  has  been  closely  associated  with 
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its  development.  His  valuable  farm,  which  is 
located  on  Section  21,  was  purchased  by  him  in 
•  1871,  and  has  since  been  in  his  possession. 

The  above-named  gentleman  was  born  July 
22,  1840,  in  Jackson  County,  Ohio.  His  parents 
were  Jacob  and  Permelia  (Phillips)  Westfall, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  respectively. 
Their  parents  moved  to  Ohio  in  the  early  days  of 
its  history,  settling  in  Jackson  County.  Jacob 
Westfall  was  not  only  interested  in  farming,  but 
was  a  stockholder  in  a  smelting  works  of  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  successful  business  man. 

In  1852  he  was  elected  Circuit  Clerk  of  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  was  honored 
with  the  position  of  County  Treasurer.  He  was 
the  first  Probate  Judge  of  Jackson  County,  whicia 
office  he  held  for  two  terms.  In  all  these  re¬ 
sponsible  places  he  fulfilled  the  duties  connected 
therewith  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents 
and  with  credit  to  himself.  Mr.  Westfall  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1862,  and  several  years  after  the 
death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Westfall  removed  with 
her  children  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  where  she  re¬ 
sided  for  several  years,  then  returning  to  Ohio 
and  making  her  home  with  her  daughter  until  her 
death  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Charles  T.  Westfall  is  one  of  six  children,  the 
others  being  Julia  A.,  deceased,  who  married  Levi 
Dungan,  a  leading  attorney  at  law  in  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  and  since  deceased;  Delia,  Mrs. 
William  L.  Faulkner,  of  Jackson  County,  Ohio; 
John,  formerly  a  representative  citizen  of  Jackson 
County  and  afterwards  of  Ralls  County,  and 
whose  widow  Avas,  before  their  marriage,  Louisi¬ 
ana  A.  Wolf,  now  resides  in  Perry,  Mo.;  Mary 

S. ,  deceased,  who  married  Moses  Gilmor,  also  de¬ 
ceased;  and  Jacob,  who  died  in  1846,  aged  eight 
years. 

Until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Charles 

T.  Westfall  remained  at  home,  then,  starting  fortli 
in  search  of  adventure  and  a  new  field  of  endeavor, 
he  went  to  Sonoma  County,  Cal.,  by  the  water 
route,  taking  thirty-five  days  on  the  trip.  For 
four  years  he  worked  for  farmers  at  a  certain 
salary,  and  then  rented  land,  which  he  operated 
for  himself  about  three  years,  meeting  with  grati¬ 
fying  success.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  returned 


'787 


to  his  old  home  in  Ohio,  and  not  long  afterwards 
came  to  Ralls  County,  renting  land  of  his  brother 
John,  who  was  then  living  there.  After  he  had 
looked  around  for  a  favorable  location  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  purchase  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  which  he  has  since  owned  and  culti¬ 
vated.  At  various  times  he  has  bought  other 
tracts,  which  he  has  disposed  of  to  good  advan¬ 
tage,  and  at  present  retains  only  the  original  farm. 

In  1873  Mr.  Westfall  married  Lucy  Neville,  a 
native  of  Pike  County,  Mo.  Her  parents, 
Presley  and  Delilah  (Keathley)  Neville,  natives 
of  Kentucky,  settled  in  Pike  County  at  an  early 
period.  The  father  is  deceased,  and  his  widow 
is  still  living  at  her  old  home  in  Pike  County. 
The  following  children  came  to  bless  the  hearth¬ 
stone  of  our  subject  and  wife:  Lora  and  Ora. 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  John  Jacob;  James 
Clay;  Earl,  and  Claudie.  The  last-mentioned 
died  at  the  early  age  of  six  years. 

On  political  questions  our  subject  is  always  to 
be  found  on  the  side  of  the  Democracy,  and  so¬ 
cially  he  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  of  Perry.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  daily  strive  to  live  in  conformity  with 
their  professions. 


Thomas  L.  may  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
liquor  store  in  Louisiana,  Pike  County, 
Mo.,  having  been  established  there  since 
1877,  the  corner  of  Third  and  South  Carolina 
Streets.  He  is  of  a  happy,  genial  disposition, 
looking  on  the  bright  side  of  life,  and  has  many 
pleasant  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  vicin¬ 
ity.  He  is  fond  of  his  home  and  has  an  interest¬ 
ing  family. 

Mr.  May  was  born  May  23,  1840,  in  St. 
Charles  County,  jMo.  His  father,  Charles  D., 
was  born  April  12,  1815,  and  died  June  12,  1880, 
aged  sixty-five  years  and  two  months.  He  was  a 
native  of  Rockingham  County,  N.  C.,  and  with 
his  parents  settled  in  St.  Charles  County  in  fron¬ 
tier  times.  He  was  successful  as  a  farmer  and  as 
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a  manufacturer  of  tobacco,  which  business  he 
carried  on  until  shortly  before  bis  death.  His 
father,  Capt.  Charles  IMay,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  St.  Charles  County,  to  which  he  came 
in  1830.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  who 
helped  to  lay  the  solid  foundation  of  the  pros¬ 
perity  which  has  now  come  to  that  section  of  the 
country.  He  lived  to  attain  the  good  old  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  The  grandfather  and  father 
of  the  original  of  this  sketch  were  Democrats  in 
political  faith  and  to  the  same  party  Thomas  ad¬ 
heres. 

Our  subject’s  motber  was  Miss  Mildred 
Reney,  a  native  of  Nelson  County,  Ky.  She  was 
born  November  18,  1814,  and  died  February  24, 
1875,  aged  sixty-one  years  five  months  and  six 
days.  She  became  acquainted  with  her  future 
husband  in  St.  Charles  County,  where  their  mar¬ 
riage  was  celebrated  and  where  her  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  February,  1875.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  nine  children,  namely;  A  baby,  which 
died;  James  B.,  a  resident  of  St.  Louis;  Thomas 
L. ;  Charles  P.,  a  resident  of  Arkansas;  Redmond 
G.,  deceased;  Robert  F.,  living  on  the  old  farm; 
Benton  C. ;  George  D.,  of  Louisiana;  Ann  M.,. 
who  died  in  childhood. 

The  education  of  Thomas  L.  Alay  was  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  gave  his  serv¬ 
ices  to  his  parents.  Then  for  seven  years  he  ope¬ 
rated  a  farm  on  his  own  account,  and  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1867-68  and  the  following  year  gave  much 
of  his  time  to  manufacturing  tobacco.  In  i86q 
he  removed  to  Wright  City,  Warren  County, 
Mo.,  where  for  eight  years  he  conducted  a  hotel 
and  liquor  store;  finally,  in  1877,  he  settled  per¬ 
manently  in  Louisiana.  While  a  resident  of 
Wright  City  he  joined  the  Masonic  Order  and  is 
still  identified  with  the  organization.  He  takes 
pleasure  in  hunting  and  fishing,  passing  many 
an  hour  in  these  pursuits. 

April  10,  i860,  Mr.  ]\Iay  was  married  in  St. 
Charles  County  to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Freder¬ 
ick  Johnsten.  The  latter  was  born  in  Virginia 
and  moved  to  Kentucky,  where  he  met  and  mar¬ 
ried  Lucy  Miller,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children: 


Thomas  M.,  farmer  near  Roodhouse,  Ill.;  Re¬ 
becca,  whose  home  is  near  Dallas,  Texas;  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Johanna,  deceased;  IMary  J.;  Octavius,, 
deceased;  Delia,  of  Greene  County,  Ill.;  Julia, 
deceased;  John  J.,  who  resides  near  Wellsville, 
jMo.  The  family  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
Greene  County,  Ill.,  then  to  St.  Charles  County, 
Mo.  There  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years  and  the  mother  when  in  her  eighty- 
seventh  year. 

Mrs.  May  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  Mo., 
August  24,  1832.  By  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Rosa  L.,  wife  of  E.  B.  Smith,  of  Louisi¬ 
ana;  Flora  G.,  now  Mrs.  E.  L.  McBride,  also  of 
this  city;  Clarence  B.,  who  resides  with  his  par¬ 
ents;  Eugene  E.,  now  living  at  Vandalia,  Mo. 
The  latter  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Theresa  (Suda)  Voita,  and  has  a  little  daughter, 
iMildred. 


Andrew  H.  KINCAID.  in  the  death  of 
this  honored  resident  of  Marion  County 
the  Township  of  Warren  lost  one  of  its 
most  prominent  farmers  and  stock-raisers.  He 
was  called  hence  on  March  26,  1895.  His  birth 
occurred  on  January  29,  1820,  in  Madison  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.,  having  been  born  to  Joseph  and  Roddie 
(  Ball)  Kincaid,  also  Kentuckians  by  birth,  who 
came  to  Missouri  about  1830.  They  were  promi¬ 
nent  farmers  and  slave-owners  and  located  in  this 
township  near  the  Town  of  Warren,  where  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives  was  spent.  Joseph  Kincaid 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Our  subject  had  three  brothers  and  two  sisters, 
as  follows:  Jane  A.,  who  married  Hiram  Terrill, 
and  both  are  deceased;  Susan,  who  is  deceased; 
John  F.,  who  is  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Wil¬ 
liam  M.,  who  is  still  living  retired  in  Moberly, 
Mo.;  Joseph,  who  is  deceased. 

Andrew  H.  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  to  this  county  and  re¬ 
mained  at  home  until  reaching  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  attended  the 
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common  schools  and  had  gained  a  very  fair  edu¬ 
cation.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Rachael  Bar¬ 
nett,  who  was  born  in  this  county;  she  departed 
this  life  a  few  years  since.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Eric  and  Polly  Barnett,  Kentuckians,  who  came 
to  this  county  years  ago  and  died  here.  Six  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  our  subject’s  union  with  Miss 
Barnett,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows : 
James,  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Texas;  Susan 
M.,  now  deceased,  married  George  W.  Waupin, 
who  is  a  merchant  of  Mammouth  Spring,  Ark.  ; 
Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Heath,  a  farmer  of  Texas;  William  H.,  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Becky  J.,  who  married  William  Black¬ 
wood,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Rachael  E.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Mose,  of  Moberly,  Mo. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  chose  for  his  sec¬ 
ond  companion  Miss  Letha  R.  Newton  and  their 
wedding  was  celebrated  in  1855.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Virginia  on  March  24,  1833,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Rebecca  T.  (Cobb)  New¬ 
ton.  Her  father  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
in  1791  and  departed  this  life  on  June  9,  1851, 
while  en  route  to  the  gold  mines  of  California. 
His  remains  were  buried  in  the  Humboldt  River. 
His  wife,  whose  birth  also  occurred  in  Virginia, 
was  born  in  the  year  1802,  and  died  in  August, 
1845.  They  came  to  this  State  and  county  after 
their  marriage,  making  the  journey  in  1838;  Mrs. 
Newton  died  in  this  township.  She  became  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  we  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mention :  Sarah  S.,  now  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Tom  Cobbs;  Mary  E.,  now  deceased; 
Nancy  J.,  now  the  widow  of  Jefferson  Couch,  of 
Schuyler  County,  Mo.;  Keneth  A.,  now  deceased; 
Erances,  now  married  to  John  Hutchinson,  ot 
Monroe  County,  Mo. ;  Letha  R.,  the  next  born ; 
Sophia  A.,  now  deceased,  married  John  Mitchell, 
a  farmer  of  the  above  county;  Joseph  L.,  Flem- 
ington  T.  and  Andrew  J.  are  deceased. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  an  extensive 
farmer  and  became  very  prominent  in  local  af¬ 
fairs,  pushing  forward  to  completion  all  measures 
tending  to  benefit  his  community.  While  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  he  was  Sheriff  of  one  of  its  counties  for 
many  years  and  as  an  official  gave  perfect  satisfac¬ 
tion. 


By  his  union  with  Miss  Newton  our  subject  be¬ 
came  the  father  of  the  following  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  namely:  Roddie  A.,  who  married  Joe  Car¬ 
lisle,  and  is  now  residing  in  Monroe  City;  Lou- 
elle,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Howe,  farmer 
of  this  county;  Isa  A.,  who  is  Mrs.  R.  T.  W.  See, 
also  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Joseph  C.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Monroe  City; 
Katie  T.,  who  married  L.  C.  Newton,  a  railroad 
clerk  and  storekeeper  in  Moberly,  Mo.;  Louis  M., 
who  is  a  farmer  near  the  old  homestead;  Harvey 
A.,  who  is  at  home. 

Although  Mr.  Kincaid,  our  subject,  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  party  with  which  he  voted,  he  never 
sought  or  preferred  political  honors.  As  a  citizen 
and  neighbor  he  was  highly  esteemed  and  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  the  entire  community. 


JAMES  T.  MATSON,  M.  D.,  a  leading 
member  of  the  Pike  County  medical  pro¬ 
fession,  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  cit¬ 
izens  of  Louisiana.  Liberal  in  his  ideas  and  in 
favor  of  everything  which  encourages  the  intel¬ 
lectual  and  physical  advancement  of  the  people, 
he  is  recognized  as  a  friend  to  humanity.  He  is 
active  and  enterprising  in  business  affairs,  and 
helped  to  promote  the  organization  of  the  Grange 
and  also  the  Labor  Union. 

The  Doctor’s  parents  were  Enoch  and  Jane 
(Shobe)  Matson.  The  father  was  born  in  Bour¬ 
bon  County,  Ky.,  in  1787,  being  a  son  of  James 
Matson,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  descendant 
I  of  one  of  two  brothers,  who  came  from  Scotland 
to  the  United  States  before  the  Revolution.  James 
Matson  had  three  sons  who  participated  in  the 
I  War  of  1812.  He  married  a  Peyton.  His 
brother  John  married  Miss  Harrison,  a  sister  of 
William  Henry  Harrison.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  settling  in  Kentucky  at  a  very  early 
day,  and  his  son,  Enoch,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  very  first  white  children  born  in 
Bourbon  County.  In  the  fall  of  1816  he  came 
to  IMissouri,  and  for  a  time  lived  where  the  village 
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of  Clarksville  now  stands.  A  year  later  he  set¬ 
tled  in  Peno  Township.  He  had  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  some  New  Madrid  claims,  but  these  were 
not  eventually  allowed,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
move,  paying  for  his  new  tract  of  land  in  hard- 
earned  cash.  Shortly  after  settling  on  the  Peno 
River,  ]\Ir.  Matson,  in  company  with  his  brother 
Richard,  erected  a  grist  and  sawmill,  this  being 
the  first  built  in  the  county.  They  also  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  salt  at  Saverton,  and  after 
many  years  together,  the  brothers  separated, 
Richard  going  to  Matson  Mill  Spring.  Enoch 
erected  another  mill  below  the  mouth  of  the  Peno, 
on  Salt  River,  which  was  operated  until  1855, 
when  it  was  abandoned.  In  those  early  days  the 
salt  manufactured  here  was  sold  at  $3  a  bushel. 
Mr.  IMatson  lived  for  forty-one  years  on  his  farm, 
which  was  located  on  the  northern  side  of  Salt 
River,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  acquired 
about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land.  Politically 
he  was  a  Whig,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  after  trying  one  case  resigned,  and 
never  afterwards  sought  official  honor.  His  wife 
was  a  native  of  Hardy  County,  Va.,  and  was 
married  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  whither  she 
had  moved  in  order  to  attend  school.  Her 
mother  was  a  sister  of  Robert  and  Isaac  Cunninq- 
ham,  who  were  noted  for  being  breeders  of  Short¬ 
horn  cattle.  ]\Irs.  iMatson  departed  this  life  in 
1882,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  for  a  great  many  years. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  thirteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely;  Valentine  P. ; 
Abraham  S.;  Jemima;  i\Iary  T.;  Harriet  A.; 
James;  Richard  H.;  Francis;  Enoch  G.;  and 
Archibald  M.  He  has  but  three  brothers  and 
one  sister  now  living,  namely;  Abraham,  Har¬ 
riet,  Enoch,  and  Archibald. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  December 
I,  1821,  in  Peno  Township,  Pike  County,  and  his 
boyhood  was  such  as  was  common  to  the  youth 
of  his  day  in  this  new  country'.  By  private  study- 
lie  supplemented  his  common  school  education, 
and  in  1846  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  John  C. 
Welbourne,  Frankford,  Mo.  During  the  winters 
of  1847-48-49  he  was  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  University  at  St.  Louis,  graduating 


therefrom  in  March,  1849.  Returning  to  Frank¬ 
ford  he  entered  into  practice  with  his  former  pre¬ 
ceptor,  and  continued  with  him  until  1850,  when 
he  removed  to  Macon  County-,  and  for  one  y'^ear 
was  alone.  Then  going  to  Saverton,  Ralls 
County,  he  practiced  successfully-  until  1865. 

At  that  time  Dr.  iMatson  went  to  St.  Louis, 
where  for  four  years  he  was  interested  in  a  stock 
yards  business,  and  then,  selling  out,  returned  to 
Pike  County,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Butler  Town¬ 
ship.  This  place  comprising  five  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  he  gave  his  personal  attention  to  it 
up  to  1890,  when,  feeling  the  need  of  a  rest  and 
change,  he  moved  to  Louisiana.  However,  he 
still  managed  the  farm,  and  formerly,  while  in 
Ralls  County-,  was  numbered  among  her  leading 
agrievdturists.  The  Doctor  is  a  worker  in  the 
Democratic  party-,  and  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1861,  represent¬ 
ing  Ralls,  Marion  and  Monroe  Counties.  There 
were  ninety  delegates  in  this  convention  who  de¬ 
clared  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  after  three 
stormy-  sessions  succeeded  in  overturning  the 
State  government  and  electing  a  new  House  of 
Legislature  and  a  new  Chief  Executive.  In  1866 
the  Doctor  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature, 
but  was  defeated  by  William  Samuels,  the  Whig 
candidate. 

On  May  22,  1849,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
Matson  and  Eliza  B.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Eliza 
(Dwyer)  Donnelly-,  who  were  natives  of  Dublin, 
Ireland.  jMrs.  Matson  was  born  in  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
The  doctor  and  wife  have  had  five  children,  name¬ 
ly  ;  Lucy,  who  died  when  about  fourteen  months 
old;  Fannie,  now  the  w-ife  of  R.  J.  Haw-kins,  of 
Kansas  City-,  IMo. ;  John  W.;  Eliza  J.,  w-ho  is  at 
home;  Leonora  A.,  now  Airs.  B.  J.  Smith,  of 
Louisiana.  John  W.  secured  his  literary  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  State  University  of  Alissouri,  took  his 
legal  course  at  the  St.  Louis  Law  School,  w-as  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  in  1880  and  opened  his  law  of¬ 
fice  at  Louisiana  the  same  year,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  rose  rapidly  in  the  profession, 
soon  taking  a  prominent  place  at  the  bar.  He 
was  elected  City-  Attorney  for  Louisiana  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  which  position  he  held  for 
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three  years.  Subsequently  he  was  elected  Prose¬ 
cuting  Attorney,  serving  two  terms  (from  1889  to 
1892),  and  was  a  successful  prosecutor.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  the  attorney  for  the  St.  L.,  K. 
&  N.  W.  R.  R.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Masonic  Order.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  fine  ability,  of  winning  address,  and  of 
popularity. 


JOHN  W.  LOWRY,  who  resides  in  Spen¬ 
cer  Township,  Pike,  County,  is  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  this  section.  His 
life  record,  which  we  feel  sure  will  prove  of  in¬ 
terest  to  many  of  our  readers,  is  as  follows :  He 
was  born  September  10,  1851,  where  he  is  now 
residing,  to  Wyatt  and  Jane  (Edwards)  Lowry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  War¬ 
ren  County,  Ky.,  and  departed  this  life  August  i, 
1893,  aged  seventy-six  years.  He  in  turn  was  the 
son  of  Clayborn  Lowry,  also  a  native  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  where  he  spent  liis  entire  life.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  man  of  prominence  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home.  Jane  (Edwards)  Lowry 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1817  and  is  now  residing 
on  the  old  home  farm  in  this  township.  She  was 
married  to  her  husband  in  Kentucky  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children,  as  follows:  Eliza  and 
Jefferson,  deceased;  Harriet,  wife  of  Joshua  Jen¬ 
nings,  proprietor  of  a  hotel  at  Clarksville,  Mo.; 
Mary,  deceased;  John  E.,  of  this  sketch. 

Wyatt  Lowry  came  to  Pike  County  from  his 
native  State  about  1842  and  remained  here  the 
rest  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  was  successful  as  an  agriculturist 
and  won  many  friends  in  this  locality  by  his  up¬ 
right  character  and  honest  methods  of  dealing 
with  all. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Moi- 
lie  Tipton,  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  Jan¬ 
uary  12,  1854.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Presley  A. 
and  Harriet  (Parker)  Tipton,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  April  2,  1826,  in  Tennessee  and  was 
the  son  of  Richmond  and  Polly  (Tipton)  Tipton. 
The  grandparents  were  likewise  natives  of  that 
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State,  and  there  Richmond  died.  His  wife  later 
emigrated  to  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  where  she 
remained  during  the  balance  of  her  life.  Mrs. 
Harriet  Tipton  was  born  in  Tennessee  December 
22,  1828,  to  John  and  Ellen  Parker,  also  resi¬ 
dents  of  that  State,  whence  they  emigrated  to  this 
township  and  thereafter  followed  farming  until 
their  decease.  Here  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Lowry 
were  united  in  marriage  August  26,  1815,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  daughters:  Rosaline,  who 
died  September  16,  1854;  Mollie  T.  The  par¬ 
ents  are  still  living  and  make  their  home  in  Ralls 
County,  whither  they  removed  in  1864.  There 
they  own  a  valuable  farm  and  their  success  in 
life  enables  them  to  live  in  ease  and  quiet.  The 
two  daughters  comprised  in  the  household  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  Misses  Ida  S.  and 
Ora  M.,  both  at  home. 

Mr.  Lowry  remained  on  the  home  farm  in  this 
township  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  to  seek  his  own  livelihood.  His  first 
purchase  of  land  was  in  1876,  when  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  part  of  his  present  estate,  eighty 
acres.  To  this  he  later  added  one  hundred  acres 
and  made  of  it  one  of  the  most  productive  ti'acts 
in  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowry  are  es¬ 
teemed  for  their  hospitality  and  the  pleasant  farm 
where  they  reside  is  a  home  of  peace  and  plenty. 
Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 


OBERT  H.  SIMMONS.  The  following 
is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Sim¬ 
mons,  whose  present  substantial  position 
has  been  reached  entirely  through  his  own  per¬ 
severance  and  whose  life  shows  what  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  a  person  with  courage  and  enlight¬ 
ened  views: 

Robert  H.  Simmons  began  in  life  for  himself  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage  on  a  quarter  section  of 
land  and  is  now  the  proud  possessor  of  a  tract  of 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  all  of  which 
has  been  accumulated  by  his  own  labors.  Like 
many  of  the  best  residents  of  Marion  County  our 
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subject  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ky.,  Marcli 
25,  1835. 

His  parents  were  Robert  W.  and  Mary  (Telts) 
Simmons,  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and 
North  Carolina.  The  father  passed  his  entire  life 
in  farm  work,  living  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  until 
1840,  when  he  came  to  Missouri  and  purchased 
land  four  miles  south  of  where  his  son,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  is  now  living.  This  tract  was  eighty  acres 
in  extent  and  on  it  he  placed  good  improvements 
and  continued  to  reside  until  1866,  when  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Texas.  His  object  in  going  to 
that  State  was  to  make  permanent  location  there, 
but  not  being  satisfied  with  the  outlook  he  re¬ 
turned  to  this  county  and  lived  with  his  children 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  a  number  of 
years  ago;  his  wife  died  about  1850.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  Ephraim,  John, 
Robert  H.,  George  W.,  Joseph  T.,  Zach.,  Cooper, 
Mary  and  Julia;  of  these  Cooper  and  Mary  are  de¬ 
ceased. 

Our  subject  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  during  vacations  worked 
hard  on  the  home  farm.  He  resided  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  reaching  his  twenty-third  year,  when  he 
was  married  to  Annie  E.  Wolf.  She  was  born  in 
Virginia  on  November  13,  1833,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  E.  (Balthorpe) 
Wolf,  both  of  whom  came  to  this  State  at  an  early 
day  and  died  on  a  farm  which  they  owned  in 
Shelby  County. 

Two  years  after  his  union  with  iMiss  Wolf  our 
subject  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  are  included  in  his  present  farm.  It  was 
timber  land  when  he  took  possession  and  its  nice¬ 
ly  improved  condition  represents  much  hard  la¬ 
bor  on  his  part.  To  this  land  he  added  until  now 
he  owns  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of 
some  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  county.  It 
lies  in  Township  59,  Range  8,  and  the  uses  to 
which  it  is  put  yield  its  possessor  a  handsome  in¬ 
come. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simmons  have  been  born 
seven  children,  whose  names  are:  Dora,  now  the 
wife  of  William  K.  Bragg,  and  living  in  Shelby 
County,  this  State;  Sarah  E.,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Carlyle,  who  also  makes  his  home  in  the 


same  county;  Annie  May,  who  died  when  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age;  Lulu  B.,  now  Mrs.  George 
Jones,  of  Shelby  County;  Etta  H.,  now  the  wife  of 
Carson  Swisher,  and  living  in  this  State;  William 
L.,  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis;  Lydia  IMay,  now 
the  wife  of  George  Taylor,  farmer  of  Shelby  Coun¬ 
ty.  They  have  all  been  given  the  best  educations 
possible  to  obtain  in  the  public  school  and  are  iii- 
telligently  informed  on  all  subjects  of  interest  and 
importance. 

Our  subject  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  School 
Director  for  many  years  and  during  the  existence 
of  the  Whig  party  voted  for  its  candidate;  now, 
however,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  is  self- 
made  in  all  that  the  term  implies  and  is  well 
thought  of  in  the  community  wherein  he  has  re¬ 
sided  for  so  many  years.  Both  himself  and  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  toward 
the  support  of  which  they  are  liberal  and  constant 
contributors. 


Dr.  HUGH  P.  LEWIS  is  a  popular  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  of  Curryville,  Spencer 
Township,  Pike  County.  He  has  re¬ 
sided  here  since  April,  1867,  and  is  known  far  and 
near  in  this  region  for  his  faithful  attention  to  his 
duties  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has 
always  discharged  the  same.  Although  inter¬ 
ested  in  public  matters  and  in  political  affairs,  he 
has  never  had  time  to  hold  office.  His  first  Presi¬ 
dential  ballot  was  cast  for  Bell  and  Everett,  and 
since  then  he  has  always  rendered  his  allegiance 
to  the  Democracy. 

The  Doctor’s  parents  were  Luke  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  (Pearcy)  Lewis,  natives  of  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  the  father  having  been  born  in  1810 
and  the  mother  one  year  later.  Mr.  Lewis  was  a 
son  of  Jesse  and  Rhoda  (Bell)  Lewis,  Virginians, 
who  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  where  they  were 
among  the  pioneers.  IMrs.  Elizabeth  Lewis  was 
a  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Ann  (Chastine)  Pearcy, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
]\Ir.  Pearcy  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  under 
Jackson,  and  on  being  mustered  out  of  the 
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service  at  New  Orleans  walked  from  that  city  to 
his  home  in  Kentucky.  He  died  at  a  good  old 
age  in  Monroe  County,  Mo.  Luke  Lewis  died 
in  April,  1884,  but  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  a  number  of  years  before  (1862).  They  were 
married  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  and  had  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Sarah  and 
John,  deceased;  Jesse,  who  taught  school  for 
some  thirty  years  and  was  a  School  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  ten  years,  and  afterward  served  as 
Circuit  Clerk  of  Monroe  County,  Mo.;  Ann  E., 
widow  of  Kindred  Rose,  is  now  the  Postmistress 
of  Curryville;  Joseph  A.,  youngest  of  the  family, 
is  engaged  in  farming  near  Vandalia,  Mo.  Luke 
Lewis  was  for  several  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  was  a  man  of  much  prominence  in  his  sec¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  H.  P.  Lewis  is  a  native  of  Monroe  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  his  birth  having  occurred  November  22, 
1838.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  in  that 
locality,  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  and 
supplemented  his  elementary  education  by  a 
year’s  study  in  the  Shelbyville  Seminary.  After¬ 
ward  he  taught  school  in  his  home  county  for 
about  seven  months  and  then  attended  Bethel 
College,  Palmyra,  for  one  term.  He  then  re¬ 
sumed  teaching  and  for  one  year  had  charge  of 
schools  in  Pike  County.  In  1862  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  and  read  in  the  offices  of  Drs. 
Tucker  and  Wicks,  Spencerburgh,  Mo.  In 
1863-64  he  attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  and  then  entered  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  Dr.  Benjamin  Tucker,  in  Monroe 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
Then  going  to  Frankford,  Pike  County,  he  prac¬ 
ticed  for  one  year  in  company  with  Dr.  ,M. 
Tucker;  finally  he  settled  permanently  in  Curry¬ 
ville,  where  he  has  lived  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century. 

February  14,  1862,  Dr.  Lewis  married  Miss 
Lou  Givens,  born  in  this  county  June  8,  1844, 
and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  R.  and  Elizabeth 
(Chinn)  Givens.  The  former  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1814  and  many  years  since  was  an  ex¬ 
tensive  farmer  and  slave-owner.  He  died  in 
Clarksville,  Mo.,  in  1895.  The  doctor  and  wife 
have  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 


H.  Ernest,  now  in  the  livery  business  in  this 
place;  Samuel  L.,  a  merchant  of  Tanner,  Mo.; 
Jesse  C.,  deceased;  Nanny  B.,  wife  of  Samuel 
Williams,  a  farmer  of  Indian  Township,  this 
county;  Pearl  and  Lillie,  twins,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Elizabeth,  who  also  died  when  young. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  members  of  the  Mission¬ 
ary  Baptist  Church  and  enjoy  the  friendship  of 
a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


WILLIAM  L.  SHOULTS  is  one  of  the 
progressive  farmers  of  Ralls  County, 
his  home  being  on  Section  17,  Town¬ 
ship  53,  Range  7.  That  the  farmers  of  the  coun¬ 
try  constitute  its  bone  and  sinew  is  a  fact  which 
has  long  been  recognized  by  political  economists, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  worthy 
representative  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil  than  he  of 
whom  we  write.  He  was  born  three  and  a  half 
miles  north  of  Centre,  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  No¬ 
vember  21,  1833,  grew  to  maturity  and  has 
passed  nearly  his  entire  life  within  its  boundaries. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Alexander  Shoults,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  with  his  parents  came  to 
America  in  1801,  settling  in  Charleston,  S.  C., 
and  later  settled  on  the  line  between  that  State 
and  North  Carolina.  There  the  grandfather 
carried  on  a  blacksmith  shop  in  connection  with 
farming  for  several  years,  when  he  moved  to 
Perry  County,  Mo.,  in  which  he  built  a  shop 
and  worked  at  his  trade,  besides  managing  a 
farm  until  his  death.  Alexander  Shoults  was 
one  of  eight  children,  who,  upon  the  demise  of 
their  father,  started  out  to  make  their  own  wav- 
in  the  world.  He  married  Eleanor  Whitledge, 
and  began  housekeeping  in  Louisiana,  Pike 
County,  on  a  farm  about  a  mile  from  that  place. 
In  1832  they  moved  to  Ralls  County,  entering 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  a  few  miles  north  of 
Centre.  This  the  father  cleared  and  erected 
thereon  a  good  home,  making  many  other  im¬ 
provements,  and  here  he  continued  to  dwell  until 
death  put  an  end  to  his  labors,  July  10,  1884,  at 
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the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1866,  when  in  her  sixty-seventh  year. 
Their  eleven  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Eliza,  Jane,  ]\Iary  Ann,  Caroline,  Marcus  G.. 
William  L.,  Hettie,  Nancy,  Margaret,  Elder,  and 
Lucy.  As  there  were  very  few  schools  in  those 
days  the  children  received  very  limited  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  and  were  early  set  to  work  to 
earn  their  livelihood. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age,  William  L. 
Shoults  commenced  learning  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  where  he  worked  for 
.  some  time,  then  going  to  Audrain  County,  where 
he  opened  a  shop  for  himself.  At  the  same  time 
he  cultivated  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  that  locality  for  five  years.  September 
I,  1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  iMary  J., 
daughter  of  Leonard  and  Jane  (Hissen)  Kelch. 
She  was  born  in  A^irginia,  June  9,  1842,  and  was 
deprived  of  her  father’s  love  and  care  when  she 
was  but  four  years  of  age.  He  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  lineage,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Alon- 
roe  County,  AIo.,  his  death  occurring  near  Paris. 
After  that  event  his  widow  removed  to  Shannon 
County,  Mo.,  where  she  died  in  i860.  In  the 
spring  of  1871  Air.  Shoults  moved  to  the  farm 
where  he  is  still  living,  buying  a  quarter  section 
of  land  on  which  he  built  a  comfortable  dwelling 
and  other  farm  structures. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  Air.  Shoults  enlisted  in 
the  State  Alilitia  at  New  London,  under  Col. 
Tinker  and  Capt.  Southwood.  He  took  part  in 
several  skirmishes  and  engagements  that  year, 
and  in  1864  enlisted  in  the  regular  service  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  Thirty-ninth  Infantry,  1 
commanded  by  Capt.  Weldon  and  Col.  Kutzner.  I 
At  Jefferson  City  they  met  the  forces  of  Gen. 
Price  and  engaged  him  in  a  battle.  Next  they 
were  ordered  to  Tennessee,  but  arrived  too  late 
to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  and  there¬ 
fore  went  to  Alacon  City,  AIo.,  where,  Alarch  28, 
1865,  they  were  honorably  discharged.  While 
at  Huntsville,  AIo.,  our  subject  was  in  the  hospital 
for  three  weeks,  suffering  from  throat  trouble, 
but  with  that  exception  was  not  absent  from  the 
post  of  duty.  On  his  return  home  he  resumed  i 
the  care  of  his  farm,  which  he  has  changed  greatly  | 


for  the  better,  and  has  bought  additional  property, 
making  the  place  one  of  two  hundred  acres. 

The  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Shoults  was  blessed 
with  thirteen  children,  viz:  Alice,  born  January 
10,  1859,  died  SepteiTiber  13,  1874;  Ella,  born 
December  23,  i860,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
AIcElroy,  a  farmer  of  this  township,  and  died 
June  21,  1875;  Alary,  born  Alay  28,  1862,  widow 
of  William  Burns,  resides  with  her  parents;  Sarah, 
born  April  4,  1865,  died  in  infancy;  Amanda,  born 
December  9,  1866,  married  John  Richards,  and 
lives  in  Arizona;  Alexander,  born  April  18,  1868, 
died  October  2,  1869;  Jacob  L.,  born  June  15, 
1870,  is  now  a  resident  of  Alonroe  County;  Annie 
May,  born  November  8,  1872,  is  at  home;  James 
L.,  born  April  ii,  1875,  died  August  17,  1877; 
Bertha,  born  November  28,  1876,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Alyrtle,  born  August  7,  1878,  is  still  with 
her  parents;  Rob  Ray,  born  January  20,  1880, 
died  September  30,  1887;  and  Eddie  K.,  born 
September  28,  1883,  died  July  5,  1884. 

In  his  social  relations  Air.  Shoults  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  lodge  at  Perr}'.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics  and  a  firm  believer  in  the 
principles  and  measures  set  forth  by  that  party. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  enjoy  the  friendship  and 
good  will  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance. 


Noah  SWISHER  is  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Township  59,  Range 
8,  Alarion  County.  He  moved  to  his 
present  farm  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  has  since 
made  substantial  improvements  on  the  place, 
greatly  increasing  its  value  and  desirability.  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  success  in  life,  as  he 
started  out  a  poor  boy,  being  a  member  of  a  large 
family  and  early  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  By  degrees  he  advanced  toward  a  po¬ 
sition  of  affluence  by  constant  attention  to  busi¬ 
ness  and  by  unremitting  energy  in  all  his  transac¬ 
tions. 
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Mr.  Swisher  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Shenandoah  County  August 
22,  1833.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Anna  (Funk- 
hausen)  Swisher,  were  also  natives  of  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion  and  passed  their  entire  married  life  in 
Shenandoah  County,  the  father  dying  in  the 
spring  of  1875  and  the  mother  in  the  same  year. 
By  trade  he  was  a  tanner  and  worked  at  that  call¬ 
ing  and  at  farming  until  shortly  before  his  de¬ 
mise.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  ten  children, 
namely:  Daniel,  William,  David,  Levi,  Noah, 
Morris,  Joseph,  Mary,  Martha  and  Rebecca.' 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  started  forth  to 
seek  a  fortune,  or  at  least  a  home  and  competence. 
Going  to  Hancock  County,  Ill.,  he  rented  a  farm 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Pottawatta¬ 
mie  County,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  for  a  year.  After  a  few  months 
spent  in  Virginia,  whither  he  had  gone  for  a 
visit,  he  came  West  again  (1867),  settling  near 
Palmyra,  this  county.  He  rented  a  farm  at  first 
and  continued  to  cultivate  the  place  for  fourteen 
years.  He  then  moved  to  the  homestead  which  he 
now  operates  and  which  comprises  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  business  undertakings  and  what  he  now  pos¬ 
sesses  represents  his  own  and  wife’s  honest  labor. 
In  1867  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
made  a  capable  officer  during  the  year  of  his  term. 
Since  becoming  a  voter  he  has  given  his  ballot  to 
Democratic  nominees  and  takes  much  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  that  party. 

February  9,  1859,  Mr.  Swisher  married  Sarah 
A.  Carson,  who  was  born  February  i,  1841,  in 
Marion  County,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Simon 
and  Ann  Carson,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  pio¬ 
neers  of  this  county.  The  father  came  here  when 
he  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  and  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  seven  miles  west  of  Palmyra. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  a  family  of 
eleven' children,  all  of  whom  have  received  good 
common-school  educations:  William  I.,  the  eld¬ 
est,  is  now  teaching  in  Nebraska;  Simon  Carson 
is  the  second  of  the  family;  Cyrus  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  months,  and  Ada  Virginia  married  Dr. 
Rhodes  and  is  at  present  living  near  Cherry  Dell. 


The  younger  children,  who  are  at  home,  are: 
Ella,  Cora,  Alvin,  James,  Emmet,  Anna  and  Guy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swisher  are  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  their  home  district  and  contribute 
both  of  their  means  and  influence  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  its  various  departments  of  activity.  They 
are  worthy  people,  much  esteemed  by  their  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


Benjamin  c.  johnston.  Among  the 

successful  business  men  of  Marion  County 
is  this  gentleman  whose  home  is  on  Sec¬ 
tion  9,  Township  59,  Range  6.  He  makes  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  raising  and  feeding  hogs  and  cattle,  of 
which  he  raises  large  numbers,  and  besides  this 
he  buys  and  ships  extensively,  his  market  being 
Chicago  for  the  main  part.  He  makes  shipments 
from  every  station  in  this  vicinity  along  the  road 
from  La  Belle  to  Quincy.  He  owns  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  improved  farm  land,  whereon 
he  grows  a  general  line  of  crops  common  to  this 
locality,  and  raises  and  feeds  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  hogs  per  year,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  average  for  a  non-professional  stockman. 

Benjamin  C.  Johnston  was  born  December  4, 
1854,  on  the  old  Johnston  homestead,  whither  his 
grandfather  had  come,  about  1828,  from  Harrison 
County,  Va.  He  settled  first  in  St.  Louis  County, 
but  two  years  afterward  concluded  to  locate  in 
this  vicinity.  He  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
and  was  married  in  his  native  county  to  Hannah 
Wiseman.  He  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  Government  land  in  Eabius  Township, 
which  homestead  still  goes  by  his  name,  and  on 
this  is  situated  the  old  Johnston  Mill. 

Our  subject  and  wife  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  married 
and  with  her  husband  is  deceased;  Isaac,  father 
of  our  subject;  Jacob,  who  was  unmarried,  lived 
with  his  next  older  brother  until  his  death;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  deceased,  wife  of  Andrew  Anderson,  also  de¬ 
ceased;  Joseph,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Lewis 
County;  Benjamin,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
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old  farm  until  1892,  when  he  sold  out,  removing 
to  Lewis  County;  Rebecca,  deceased,  wife  of  Jo- 
siah  Wiseman  of  this  county;  Abraham,  who  is 
living  in  this  State;  John,  who  died  in  early  man¬ 
hood;  Calvin,  who  is  a  resident  of  Fabius  Town¬ 
ship  ;  Mary,  who  married  Alexander  Wiseman  of 
this  county;  Frances,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Isaac  Johnston  was  born  in  Harrison  County, 
W.  Va.,  on  November  8,  1813,  and  was  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years  when  he  emigrated  to  Missouri  with 
his  father.  Soon  afterward  in  company  with  his 
brother  Jacob  he  entered  four  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  acres  of  land,  now  the  property  of  our  subject 
and  his  mother.  The  brothers  continued  their 
business  in  harmonious  relations  until  they  were 
parted  by  death.  They  owned  everything  in  part¬ 
nership  with  the  exception  of  the  land,  which  was 
deeded  separately.  Isaac  Johnston  departed  this 
life  on  July  30,  1877,  but  his  wife  who  w’as  IMiss 
Nancy  Singleton  before  their  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  on  January  12,  1843,  is  still  living  on  the 
old  home  place.  She  was  born  on  October  8, 
1821,  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  iMinor  W.  and  Anna  (Barbie)  Singleton.  For 
over  eighteen  years  she  has  been  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Antioch. 

Benjamin  C.  Johnston  is  one  of  six  children,  the 
others  being:  James  W.,  born  iSIay  19,  1847, 
died  August  23,  1863;  !Mary  A.,  born  December 
29,  1849,  who  married  William  L.  Nelson,  of 
this  county;  John  C.,  born  September  16,  1851, 
and  died  July  26,  1862;  Ella  V.,  born  September 
3,  1863,  married  Charles  Throckmorton,  and  died 
in  Lewis  County,  July  6,  1886;  Ada  F.,  born 
May  9,  1867,  and  now  the  wife  of  John  A.  Bear¬ 
ing,  of  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  given  a  common-school  education.  When 
he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was  married 
February  12,  1880,  to  ]\Iinnie,  daughter  of  x\lex- 
ander  and  Rebecca  Lindsey,  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Virginia  respectively.  Mrs.  Johnston 
was  born  in  Marion  County,  February  21,  1861, 
and  had  three  children,  namely:  Grace,  born 
January  20,  1881;  Everett  C.,  born  October  16, 
1884;  Bessie  E.,  born  October  29,  1888,  and  died 
November  2,  1890.  The  children  are  very  bright 


and  the  little  daughter  has  become  quite  proficient 
in  music. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  B.  C.  Johnston 
took  care  of  the  farm,  but  after  his  marriage  pur¬ 
chased  the  adjoining  place,  which  had  been  the 
property  of  his  Hncle  Jacob.  He  built  a  good 
house  and  made  other  improvements  on  the  farm, 
where  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  much  ability  and  is  prospering  even  be¬ 
yond  his  ambitious  expectations.  He  enjoys  the 
companionship  of  his  wife  and  children  and  is  es¬ 
teemed  by  his  neighbors.  In  1889  he  became  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  Round  Grove  Lodge 
No.  421,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Hester,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  Overseer.  He  is  also  identified  with 
Eabius  Lodge  No.  267,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Maywood. 
Politically  he  supports  the  Democratic  party. 


Robert  richards  meneeee.  in 

the  history  of  the  early  settlement  of  Ralls 
County  there  is  probably  no  more  honored 
name  than  that  borne  by  many  representatives  of 
the  iMenefee  family.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand¬ 
father  Richard,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  was  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  Bath  County  and  donated  the  land  on 
which  the  county  seat  of  Owensville  was  located. 
He  was  a  well-to-do  farmer,  ran  a  pottery  shop, 
and  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  repre¬ 
sented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  for  some 
time,  serving  with  honor  to  himself  and  constitu¬ 
ents.  His  death  occurred  in  Bath  County',  where 
he  had  so  long  resided.  His  son,  Alvin  Mene- 
fee,  father  of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  1803,  and  emigrated  to  Ralls  County, 
AIo.,  in  wagons  about  1833,  and  after  living  for  a 
year  with  his  sister,  iMrs.  iMeyer,  entered  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-two  and  a  half  acres  of  land,  on 
which  our  subject  is  now  diving.  His  entries  were 
made  under  Presidents  Van  Buren,  Jackson  and 
Tyler.  Wlost  of  this  land  was  covered  with  timber 
and  the  old  log  cabin  which  he  erected  in  1834  is 
still  standing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  In 
this  cabin  the  senior  I^Ienefee  continued  to  dwell 
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until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  He  was 
a  successful  fanner  and  was  a  great  hunter,  hav¬ 
ing  a  local  reputation  as  such.  He  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  many  years  and  was  identified 
with  the  Masonic  Order,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  oldest  members  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  first  a  Whig,  but  later  became  a  Democrat, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

In  1828  Alvin  Menefee  was  married  to  Jenelly 
Richards,  who  was  born  in  Bath  County,  Ky.,  in 
1818,  and  died  in  1848.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Richards,  who  was  a  distinguished  man 
in  his  native  State.  Of  this  union  nine  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  Mary,  born  in  1829,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  E.  H.  Hopkins,  and  died  lii  1874^ 
her  husband  afterward  removed  to  Perry,  Mo. ; 
jaala  R.,  born  in  1831,  became  the  wife  of  James 
A.  Abbey,  now  of  Mexico,  Mo. ;  they  have  never 
had  any  children  of  their  own,  but  always  had 
several  adopted  children  under  their  care;  Je¬ 
mima,  born  1835,  died  in  1856;  Richard,  born  in 
1837,  was  murdered  in  Ralls  County,  May  31, 
1871 :  Robert,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Henry,  born  in  1844,  married  a  Miss 
Parish,  since  deceased,  and  is  nOw  living  on  a 
farm  in  Illinois;  John  O.,  born  in  1846,  married 
Miss  iMatilda  iMayhall,  and  died  in  1886.  His  wife 
is  also  deceased,  and  their  children  are  living  at 
the  home  of  our  subject.  The  two  youngest  of 
the  IMenefee  family  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  old  log  cabin  on 
the  Menefee  homestead,  February  i,  1841,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  an  old-fashioned  log 
school-house.  He  continued  to  live  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  ^vdl':'n 
he  rented  the  farm  which  belonged  to  his  brother 
Richard,  in  this  county,  and  carried  it  on  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  three  years.  In  1878  he  determined 
to  see  a  little  of  the  West  and  in  company  with 
Robert  Campbell  and  J.  C.  Whitman  started  for 
California  across  the  plains.  They  went  direct 
to  Yolo  County,  where  he  worked  at  farming  and 
various  pursuits  until  October,  1886,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  his  father  having  died  in  the  mean-  1 
time.  He  then  took  charge  of  the  old  farm  and 
soon  bought  out  the  other  heirs.  He  now  has 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land,  all 


but  forty  acres  of  which  is  under  good  cultiva¬ 
tion,  corn,  wheat  and  oats  being  the  principal 
crops. 

In  December,  1861,  i\Ir.  Menefee  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Eleventh  [Missouri  Cavalry,  under 
Capt.  Cohen  and' Col.  Lipscomb,  but  on  account 
of  poor  health  was  soon  discharged.  He  took 
part  in  several  engagements  but  was  never  in¬ 
jured  in  any  way.  After  returning  home  from  the 
regular  army  he  was  commissioned  as  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  by  Gov.  Thomas  Fletcher,  of  [Missouri. 
He  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat  and  an  enthus¬ 
iastic  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  party,  So¬ 
cially  the  only  fraternity  with  which  he  is  iden¬ 
tified  is  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  never  married 
and  his  brother’s  children  live  with  him  in  order 
to  be  of  assistance  and  to  keep  him  company. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  holds  the  office  of  Elder. 


PO.  SCHOLL  and  L.  B.  BUCHANAN, 
liverymen  of  Clarksville,  are  widely 
•  known  throughout  Pike  County,  where 
they  are  conducting  an  honorable,  first-class 
business.  Their  barns  are  filled  with  the  best 
make  of  vehicles,  which  they  let  at  reasonable 
prices.  They  give  their  entire  attention  to  in¬ 
creasing  their  already  large  patronage  and  are 
justly  classed  among  the  live  business  men  of  the 
city. 

Perry  O.  Scholl,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  is  a  native  of  Pike  County  and  was  born 
on  June  17,  1854.  His  parents  were  Lycurgus 
G.  and  Sarah  (Limerick)  Scholl.  Perry  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home  town¬ 
ship,  and  in  the  schools  of  Clarksville.  He  re¬ 
mained  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  when  he  began  in  life  for 
himself  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Calumet  Township. 
The  vocation  of  farming  he  continued  to  work 
at  until  in  August,  1891,  when,  in  partnersliip 
with  [Mr.  Buchanan,  he  became,  established  in 
the  livery  business  at  Clarksville. 
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]\Ir.  Scholl  was  married  December  29,  1887, 
to  Miss  Lou  L.  Buchanan,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Dugan)  Buchanan,  and  sister  of  his 
partner.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Democratic 
principles  and  withal  a  very  pleasant  gentleman, 
who  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

Grandfather  Mount) oy  Scholl  and  Grandfather 
John  Limerick  were  Jboth  pioneers  of  Pike 
County,  coming  here  sometime  in  the  twenties. 
The  first  named  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  while 
on  his  mother’s  side  he  is  descended  from  a  Ken- 
tuckv  family.  Both  these  ancestors  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  took  up  Congress  land  when  locating-  here, 
one  making  his  home  in  Prairieville  Township, 
where  he  was  the  owner  of  over  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  the  other  settling  in  Calumet 
Township,  where  was  located  his  tract  of  one 
hundred  acres. 

Lloyd  B.  Buchanan,  the  junior  member  of  the 
above  firm,  is  a  native  of  IMontgomery  County, 
Mo.,  and  was  born  October  6,  i860.  Plis  par¬ 
ents  were  William  B.  and  Sarah  (Dugan)  Bu¬ 
chanan,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated  to 
[Montgomery  County,  this  State,  in  an  early  day 
in  its  historv.  Tlicre  Llovd  was  reared  to  man's 


estate  and  attended  the  schools  taught  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  \Yhen  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  began 
farming  for  himself  in  this  county  and  township, 
whither  his  father  and  family  had  removed  in 
1865.  He  continued  to  make  agriculture  his  vo¬ 
cation  until  August,  1891,  at  which  time  he  be¬ 
came  associated  with  IMr.  Scholl  in  the  livery 
business. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Miss 
Katie  [McConkey  occurred  on  October  10,  1894. 
The  lady  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  iMr.  Mc- 
Conkey,  af  Clarksville,  among  whose  residents 
he  occupied  a  high  position.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  bearing  the  given 
name  of  Evans,  emigrated  in  the  early  days  from 
A'hrginia  and  made  his  home  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  [Montgomery  County.  On  his  moth¬ 
er's  side  our  subject  is  also  descended  from  a 
Ahrginia  family. 

[Mrs.  Buchanan  is  a  working  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  In  politics  her  husband  is  a 
Democrat  and,  though  never  an  office-seeker,  has 
been  prevailed  upon  by  his  friends  to  occupy 
a  scat  in  the  City  Council,  which  position  he  now- 
fills. 
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